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INTERNATIONAL 
Hungary: Statue honouring mysterious Bitcoin founder unveiled 

 Hungary has unveiled the statue of Bitcoin founder Satoshi Nakamoto. The imposing bronze 
statue was unveiled in Hungary’s capital, Budapest. This is the first such statue across the world 
to pay homage to the creator of Bitcoin digital currency. It has been constructed in a business 
park near the Danube River in Budapest. The bust sits atop a stone plinth and is also engraved 
with the name of Satoshi Nakamoto, who is the pseudonym of the mysterious developer of 
Bitcoin whose true identity is still unknown. 

 Statue has been created by Reka Gergely and Tamas Gilly. They have portrayed a human form 
and have stayed true to the anonymity of Nakamoto, the person nobody knows how do they 
look like. 

 
World's highest electric vehicle charging station inaugurated in India's northern Himachal state 

 The world’s highest electric vehicle charging station has been inaugurated in Kaza village of 
Lahaul and Spiti district in Himachal Pradesh. The electric vehicle charging station is set up at a 
height of 500 ft. The aim of this initiative is to check vehicular pollution and promote electric 
vehicles for a clean and green environment in the region. India is gaining good momentum in 
the electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem. 

 There is a good response for battery-operated small electric vehicles like e-scooter, electric 
three-wheelers, e-rickshaws, e-carts, and e-bikes in the country. Both battery electric vehicle 
and fuel cell vehicle technologies are complementary to each other and are all set to overtake 
fossil-run automotive by 2050 in the country. 

  
Apple Co-Founder Is Launching A Space Startup 

 Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak speaks during a press conference on the sidelines of the World 
of Business Ideas forum in Bogota, Colombia, 06 June 2018. During the event Wozniak stated 
that digital privacy must be a priority for big tech companies for the security of users. 
EPA/MAURICIO DUENAS CASTANEDA 

 Apple’s co-creator Steve Wozniak has launched a new space start-up called Privateer Space, 
bringing potential competition to a field dominated by billionaires Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and 
Richard Branson. Privateer will be represented at the Advanced Maui Optical and Space 
Surveillance Technologies Conference, scheduled to run from September 14-17 in Hawaii. 

 The global space economy, which has attracted many top companies such as Tesla and Amazon, 
involves various activities such as research and development, space tourism and the utilisation 
of space. Bank of America predicts the space economy will have more than tripled in size by 
2030, with a $1.4 trillion market value. 
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Lunar Crater named after Matthew Henson by International Astronomical Union 
 The International Astronomical Union has named a crater at the Moon’s south pole after the 

Arctic explorer Matthew Henson, a Black man who in 1909 was one of the first people to stand 
at the very top of the world. The proposal to name the crater after Henson was put forward by 
Jordan Bretzfelder who is an Exploration Science summer intern with Lunar & Planetary 
Institute, in Houston. 

 Artemis Programme was launched by NASA which aims to land the next slate of lunar explorers 
on the Henson Crater. They will be selected from NASA’s increasingly diverse astronaut pool. 
Henson Crater is located between Sverdrup and de Gerlache craters at the south pole of the 
Moon. This program provides a cornerstone to study planetary processes as well as to create 
the infrastructure to advance human exploration at the Moon and on Mars. 

  
NATIONAL 

PM Modi to announce nationwide rollout of Pradhan Mantri Digital Health Mission 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will announce the nationwide roll-out of the National Digital 

Health Mission (NDHM), which has been renamed as Pradhan Mantri Digital Health Mission 
(PM-DHM), on September 27. Under this, a unique digital health ID will be provided to the 
people, which will contain all the health records of the person. The id will be created using 
details such as Aadhaar and the user’s mobile number. 

 The initiative will be rolled out on the final day of Arogya Manthan, which was kicked off to 
mark the third anniversary of the government’s flagship health insurance scheme — Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. 

 The project is currently in its pilot phase in the Union territories of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and 
Puducherry. 

  
SPORTS 

Odisha to host FIH Hockey Men's Junior World Cup 2021 
 Odisha will host the Men’s Hockey Junior World Cup at the Kalinga Stadium here from 

November 24 to December 5. Hockey India had recently approached the Odisha government to 
support them for the Men’s Junior World Cup to be held in two months time. Patnaik also 
unveiled the logo and the trophy for the event. Lucknow had hosted the tournament’s last 
edition in 2016 where India claimed the honours. 

 At the upcoming event, 16 nations will vie for the title. The participating teams are India, Korea, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, South Africa, Egypt, Belgium, England, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Spain, USA, Canada, Chile and Argentina. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

Antyodaya Divas 2021:  25th  September 
 In India, the Antyodaya Diwas is observed every year on September 25, to mark the birth 

anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. Antyodaya means “uplifting the poorest of the 
poor” or “rise of the last person”. The day was declared by the Modi Government on September 
25, 2014, and officially celebrated since 2015. 
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 Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, born in Mathura in 1916 was one of the key leaders of Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh from which the BJP later emerged. He was the leader of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
from 1953 to 1968. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya was a humanist, economist, journalist, philosopher and abled statesman. 
 Deendayal Upadhyaya was introduced to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) by his 

classmate named Baluji Mahashabde. 
  
World Pharmacist Day 2021: 25th September 

 World Pharmacist Day is observed globally on 25th September every year. This day is celebrated 
to create awareness about the role of a pharmacist in improving health. The day was an 
initiative of the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) along with the council of this 
organization. This year’s theme is “Pharmacy: Always trusted for your health“. 

 The day was designated in 2009 by the FIP Council (International Pharmaceutical Federation or 
Federation Internationale Pharmaceutique) at the World Congress of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences in Istanbul, Turkey. The purpose of the day is to draw attention to 
pharmacies and the positive benefits they offer when it comes to health and FIP encourages all 
its members to participate to make the event a success. 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Audiobook ‘Jungle Nama’ released by Amitav Ghosh 
 Amitav Ghosh’s “Jungle Nama” has now been released as an audiobook with music and voice of 

US-based Ali Sethi. Jungle Nama evokes the wonder of the Sundarban through its poetry, 
accompanied by stunning artwork by the renowned artist Salman Toor. This is an illuminated 
edition of a fabulous folk tale that every book lover will want to possess. 

 Jungle Nama is Amitav Ghosh’s verse adaptation of an episode from the legend of Bon Bibi, a 
tale popular in the villages of the Sundarban, which also lies at the heart of the novel The 
Hungry Tide. It is the story of the avaricious rich merchant Dhona, the poor lad Dukhey, and his 
mother; it is also the story of Dokkhin Rai, a mighty spirit who appears to humans as a tiger, of 
Bon Bibi, the benign goddess of the forest, and her warrior brother Shah Jongoli. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

Bharat Petroleum, SBI Card Launch Co-Branded RuPay Credit Card 
 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) and SBI Card have joined hands to launch the 

‘BPCL SBI Card co-branded RuPay Contactless Credit Card, offering fuel and other benefits. The 
card will provide rewarding fuel savings and other benefits to the customers. Cardholders will 
also get accelerated savings on other categories of spends, which include groceries, 
departmental stores, dining, and movies. 

 As per the details revealed, users of BPCL SBI Card RuPay will get 13X reward points on every 
₹100 spent on fuel purchases at BPCL petrol pumps and 1% fuel surcharge waiver on every 
transaction up to ₹4,000. 

 This will translate to a 4.25% value back. Customers using this card will earn 2,000 activation 
bonus reward points worth ₹500 on payment of the joining fee. 
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NATIONAL 
Pension regulator PFRDA has kickstarted a campaign under 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' 

 Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) will observe October 01, 2021 as 
the National Pension System Diwas (NPS Diwas). This campaign has been started by PFRDA 
under the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ to promote pension and retirement planning for a 
carefree ‘azad’ retirement. PFRDA is promoting this campaign on its social media platforms with 
#npsdiwas. 

 The pension regulator aims to encourage every citizen (working professionals and self-
employed professionals) to plan towards creating a financial cushion to ensure for onself a 
financially sound future after retirement. NPS subscribers will enjoy the benefits, power of 
compounding now and reap many of the benefits after retirement. 

  
Govt sets up NARCL, big boost for Banking Sector 

 The government has set up an asset management company (AMC) named India Debt Resolution 
Company Ltd (IDRCL) with a paid-up capital of Rs. 80.5 lakh on an authorized capital of Rs 50 
crore. IDRCL will work in tandem with the National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) 
to clean up bad loans. 

 Bank of Baroda (BoB), Punjab National Bank (PNB), Bank of India (BoI), Bank of Maharashtra, 
SBI, Union Bank of India, Canara Bank, Indian Bank and IDBI Bank are the shareholders of IDRCL. 

 
Former ISRO chief K Kasturirangan to head education ministry’s panel to develop new curriculum for 
schools 

 The Union education ministry has formed a 12-member committee to develop new curriculums 
for school, early childhood, teacher and adult education. The panel tasked with developing four 
national curriculum frameworks (NCFs) will be headed by National Education Policy-2020 (NEP-
2020) drafting committee chairperson K Kasturirangan. 

 The committee will discuss “position papers” finalised by national focus groups on different 
aspects of the four areas drawing inputs from state curriculum frameworks. The NCFs serve as a 
guideline for syllabus, textbook and teaching practices for schools in India. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Air India chief Rajiv Bansal appointed as Civil Aviation Secretary 
 Rajiv Bansal appointed as Secretary in the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Bansal is currently Chairman 

& Managing Director (CMD) of Air India. He is a 1988-batch IAS Nagaland cadre, Bansal was 
serving as additional secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas before Air India. He 
will replace the current Aviation Secretary Pradeep Singh Kharola, who retires on 30 September. 

 Last year in February, Bansal was appointed as the chairman and managing director of Air India 
for a second time. His appointment came just days after the government announced 100% 
stake sale of the debt-ridden Air India. 
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RN Ravi resigns as Naga peace talks interlocutor 
 The government of India accepts RN Ravi’s resignation as interlocutor for Naga peace talks. Ravi 

has negotiated for several years with key insurgent groups for the signing of the Naga Peace 
Accord. Recently, R N Ravi has been appointed as governor of Tamil Nadu. Akshay Mishra is 
likely to be appointed as the new peace talks interlocutor. He is serving in the Intelligence 
Bureau. 

 In recent years, the Naga peace process has derailed due to the deteriorating relationship 
between the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-(Isak Muivah) with the Centre, and Ravi. 

 The Nagaland Peace Accord framework was signed on 3 August 2015 by the Government of 
India, and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN). 

  
OBITUARY 

Ex-Delhi police chief, who handled Batla House case, passes away at 70 
 Former Governor of Arunachal Pradesh and Commissioner of Delhi Police, Yudhvir Singh 

Dadwal, has passed away. Dadwal, a 1974-batch IPS officer, was the 16th police commissioner 
of Delhi from July 2007 to November 2010. 

 After retirement, he was appointed as the Director-General of the Central Paramilitary Force, 
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) in November 2010. In 2016, Dadwal was appointed as the Governor 
of Arunachal Pradesh. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka bags 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award 
 The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced its annual Goalkeepers ‘Global Goals Awards’ 

2021, as part of its annual Goalkeepers campaign. Goalkeepers is the foundation’s campaign to 
accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (Global Goals). By sharing 
stories and data behind the Global Goals through an annual report, we hope to inspire a new 
generation of leaders—Goalkeepers who raise awareness of progress, hold their leaders 
accountable, and drive action to achieve the Global Goals. 

 Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive 
director of UN Women. She has been honoured for fighting for gender equality and her 
continued advocacy to address the Covid-19 pandemic’s disproportionate impact on women 
and girls. This award recognises a leader who has driven progress on a global scale toward 
achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

‘400 Days’ is the new book of Chetan Bhagat 
 Chetan Bhagat will release his new novel titled ‘400 Days’ on October 08, 2021. He has released 

the cover for the same. It is the third novel in the Keshav-Saurabh series, after ‘The Girl in Room 
105’ and ‘One Arranged Murder’. 

 The novel is a tale of suspense, human relationships, love, friendship, the crazy world we live in 
and, above all, a mother’s determination to never give up. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
Federal Bank partners with OneCard to launch mobile-based credit card 

 Federal Bank has announced a tie-up with OneCard for a mobile-first credit card that targets the 
country’s young, tech-savvy population. The launch comes ahead of the festive season as 
Federal Bank aims to cash in on consumer credit demand, which is expected to peak around the 
festive season on the back of economic revival. 

 The credit card will be issued through the OneCard app in under three minutes, as per the 
company, and can be activated and used instantly in virtual format until the physical card gets 
delivered. 

 Users can control their cards through the app—from tracking spends and rewards to setting 
transaction limit on the card and more. 

  
Yes bank partners with VISA for credit cards 

 Yes Bank has partnered with Visa to offer credit cards to its customers, following the regulatory 
ban on Mastercard by RBI. The Visa co-branded cards come with nine credit card variants 
covering all segments, consumer cards, business cards, and corporate cards across YES First, YES 
Premia and YES Prosperity. 

 YES Bank earlier had an exclusive tie-up with Mastercard. However, its credit card issuances had 
been impacted after the Reserve Bank of India barred Mastercard from onboarding new 
customers on its domestic card network. 

 Yes Bank has achieved the transition to Visa as a payment network within a record time of 
fewer than 60 days, post the bank imposed on Mastercard from July 22, 2021. The private 
sector lender is also in the process of completing technology integration with NPCI and plans to 
issue Rupay branded credit cards in due course. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- September 23, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
107-Year-Old Japanese Sisters Are the World’s Oldest Identical Twins 

 Japanese Sisters, 107, are Officially World’s Oldest Identical Twins Umeno and Koume Guinness 
World Records. 

 Guinness World Records has certified two Japanese sisters as the world’s oldest living identical 
twins at 107. Umeno Sumiyama and Koume Kodama were born the third and fourth of 11 
siblings on Shodoshima island in western Japan on Nov. 5, 1913. 

 Sumiyama and Kodama were 107 years and 300 days old as of Sept 1, breaking the previous 
record set by famous Japanese sisters Kin Narita and Gin Kanie at 107 years and 175 days. 

  
NATIONAL 

Assam govt to set up a tea Park at Chayygaon of Kamrup district 
 Assam is setting up a tea Park at Chayygaon in Kamrup District. This tea garden will have rail and 
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port connectivity, cargo and warehouse amenities, processing facilities like tea grinding, 
blending, packaging and other utility services under one roof. 

 Tea garden companies using garden lands for plantation of Segun and agar or selling off the tea 
estates, the Minister stated that tea garden owners cannot sell off their estates as the leased 
land still belongs to Assam Government and instead asked them to focus on innovation and 
branding of Assam Tea. 

  
The first edition of THFF will begin from 24 to 28 September at Leh 

 The first edition of ‘The Himalayan Film Festival-2021’ (THFF) will begin from 24 to 28 
September at Leh, Ladakh. The film festival is being organised by the Administration of Union 
Territory of Ladakh in collaboration with the Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, Government of India. 

 The film festival is being hosted in collaboration with the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 
Council, Leh. The five-day film festival is a part of the celebration of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 
commemorating 75 years of India’s Independence. 

 The film festival will have active participation from the local filmmakers and showcase talent 
from across the 12 Himalayan states and UTs. Popular films from the Himalayan states viz 
Assam, Sikkim, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Uttarakhand, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh besides Indian Panorama selected films will be 
showcased during the festival. 

 
Tamil Nadu’s Kovalam beach, Puducherry’s Eden get Blue Flag certification 

 Two more beaches in India have been awarded “Blue Flag” certification, an international eco-
level tag, taking the total number of such beaches in the country to 10. The two beaches to 
receive the certification this year are Kovalam in Tamil Nadu and Eden in Puducherry. 

 The Foundation for Environment Education (FEE), Denmark, which accords the Blue Flag 
certification, has also given re-certification for eight nominated beaches – Shivrajpur-Gujarat, 
Ghoghla-Diu, Kasarkod and Padubidri-Karnataka, Kappad-Kerala, Rushikonda- Andhra Pradesh, 
Golden-Odisha and Radhanagar- Andaman and Nicobar, which were awarded the Blue Flag 
certificate last year. These eight beaches got the Blue Flag certification on October 6, 2020. 

  
SPORTS 

India’s  D. Gukesh wins Norway Chess Open 2021 
 India’s D Gukesh won his second consecutive tournament of this month, the Norway Chess 

Open 2021 Masters section. 
 Gukesh scored an unbeaten 8.5/10 and finished a full point ahead of the competition to win the 

tournament. Iniyan secured sole second position with 8.5/10 points, finishing a half point ahead 
of top seed Dmitrij Kollars (Germany) and Valentin Dragnev (Austria). 

 
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics unveiled its official motto, "Together for a Shared Future" 

 The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics unveiled its official motto, “Together for a Shared Future”, 
during a ceremony at the city’s Capital Museum. The motto was chosen after a lengthy process 
that included a total of 79 different proposals. This motto embodies the Olympic spirit, the 
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Chinese way of revealing the Olympic spirit. 
 That’s because ‘together’ embodies a type of unity, cohesion and a way of overcoming 

difficulties. The Games will be held from February 4-20, with Beijing set to become the first city 
to host both the Summer and Winter Olympics. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Facebook India appoints former IAS Officer Rajiv Aggarwal as Head of Public Policy 
 Facebook India has appointed former IAS officer Rajiv Aggarwal as the Director of Public Policy. 

He succeeds Ankhi Das, who quit the company in October last year. She was embroiled in a 
controversy for opposing the enforcement of hate-speech rules against right-wing leaders in the 
country. In his new role, Aggarwal will define and lead important policy development initiatives 
for Facebook in India on an agenda that covers user safety, data protection and privacy, 
inclusion and internet governance. 

 Aggarwal has over 26 years of experience as an Indian Administrative Officer (IAS) and worked 
as a District Magistrate in nine districts across Uttar Pradesh. 

 
UN General Assembly 2021: Kailash Satyarthi appointed as Sustainable Development Goals advocate 

 Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi has been appointed by UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres as a Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocate in the 76th UN General Assembly. 
Guterres appointed Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina Munoz Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad 
Smith and K-pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG Advocates. With this, the UN now has total 
of 16 SDG Advocates. 

 The SDG Advocates use their considerable spheres of influence to reach new constituencies to 
act now and keep the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals for people and for the 
planet. 

 The UN said climate action, bridging the digital divide, gender equality and the promotion of the 
rights of children are key issues to be championed by the new SDG Advocates. 

 The SDG Advocates are prominent leaders in the world who work to mobilise action to deliver 
the 17 SDGs by 2030, using their considerable spheres of influence. 

  
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Zee to merge with Sony; Punit Goenka will be CEO & MD of combined entity 
 The Board of Directors of ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Limited (ZEEL) has unanimously 

approved the merger of the company with Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI). As a part of the 
merger, shareholders of SPNI will also infuse growth capital into SPNI, which will make them the 
majority stakeholder in the merged entity. The merged entity will be listed on the Indian stock 
exchanges. 

 Zee Entertainment will hold 47.07 per cent stake, while Sony India will hold a 52.93 per cent 
stake in the combined company. 

 Following the merger, Sony India will have the right to appoint the majority of directors to the 
merged company. 

 Puneet Goenka, the CEO of Zee Entertainment, will be the MD and CEO of the merged entity for 
a period of 5 years. 
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 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Sign Languages 2021: 23rd September 
 The International Day of Sign Languages (IDSL) is celebrated annually across the world on 23 

September. This day is celebrated to raise awareness of sign languages and strengthen the 
status of sign languages. The theme for the 2021 International Day of Sign Languages is “We 
Sign For Human Rights” highlighting how each of us – deaf and hearing people around the world 
– can work together hand in hand to promote the recognition of our right to use sign languages 
in all areas of life. 

 The proposal for the Day came from the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), a federation of 
135 national associations of deaf people, representing approximately 70 million deaf people’s 
human rights worldwide. The choice of 23 September commemorates the date that the WFD 
was established in 1951. The International Day of Sign Languages was first celebrated in 2018 as 
part of the International Week of the Deaf. 

  

Current Affairs PDF- September 22, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau wins 3rd term 

 Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has won the third term to serve as the PM of the country, 
after his party won the 2021 parliamentary elections on September 20, 2021. However, the 
Liberal Party of the 49-year-old Justin Trudeau could only manage to win minority seats in the 
election. Justin Trudeau is in power since 2015. 

 Trudeau’s Liberals were leading or elected in 157 seats exactly the same number they won in 
2019, 13 short of the 170 needed for a majority in the House of Commons. 

  
NATIONAL 

CISF Official Geeta Samota Becomes 'Fastest Indian' to Summit Two Peaks 
 CISF official Geeta Samota became the “fastest Indian” to summit two peaks located in Africa 

and Russia. Earlier this month, Sub Inspector Geeta Samota had scaled Mount Elbrus in Russia, 
the highest peak in Europe. While Mt Elbrus (5,642 mts) is in Russia, the Kilimanjaro peak (5,895 
mts) is located in Tanzania and is Africa’s highest peak. 

 Samota works with the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), a central paramilitary force 
under the command of the Union home ministry. Geeta Samota joined CISF in 2011 and was in 
the unit in 2012. She has also scaled Mt Satopanth (7075 metres; located in Uttarakhand) and 
Mt Lobuche (in Nepal). She was also a team member of the Mt Everest expedition team of the 
CAPF. 

  
India, Indonesia begin three-day naval exercise in Sunda Strait 

 The 3rd edition of Bilateral Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ is scheduled from September 20 to Sep 22. 
Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt had already arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia in the 
preparedness of this one of a kind exercise aimed at improving bilateral ties between India and 
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Indonesia. The Indian navy will be participating in Samudra Shakti with the Indonesian navy to 
enhance mutual understanding and interoperability in maritime operations between the two 
navies. 

 The exercise that will also see the Indonesian Army take part in it, will provide an appropriate 
platform to share best practices and develop a common understanding of Maritime Security 
Operations. 

 In pursuance of India’s Act East Policy, Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ was conceived in 2018 as a 
bilateral IN-IDN exercise. 

 
Uttar Pradesh govt to set up electronic park in 250 acres near Jewar Airport 

 The Yogi Adityanath led Uttar Pradesh government has cleared a proposal to develop an 
‘Electronic Park’, along the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA) area, 
near Noida, to promote the electronics industry. The park is proposed to be developed in an 
area of 250 acres of the YEIDA near Jewar Airport. 

 National and international companies manufacturing mobile phones, TVs and other electronic 
devices and accessories will establish their units in the park. 

 The new Electronic Park will be built at an investment of around Rs 50,000 crore as well as 
generate employment for thousands of local youths. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Air Marshal VR Chaudhari to be IAF’s next Chief of Air Staff 
 Vice Chief of the Indian Air Force Air Marshal, Vivek Ram Chaudhari has been appointed the 

next Chief of Air Staff. The current Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria is set to 
retire on September 30. Chaudhari had taken over as the vice chief on July 1 this year, after Air 
Marshal HS Arora retired. He is a recipient of the Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medal and the Vayu Sena Medals. 

 He was commissioned in the fighter stream of the IAF in December 1982, he has a flying 
experience of more than 3,800 hours on a wide variety of fighter and trainer aircraft, including 
missions flown during Operation Meghdoot, the Air Force’s support to capture the Siachen 
glacier in the 1980s, and Operation Safed Sagar (the support provided by the IAF during the 
Kargil conflict in 1999). 

 An alumnus of the National Defence Academy and Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, 
Chaudhari has commanded a frontline fighter squadron and a fighter base during his career. 

  
OBITUARY 

Akhara Parishad chief Mahant Narendra Giri passed away in UP 
 President of the Akhil Bharatiya Akhara Parishad, Mahant Narendra Giri has passed away. It was 

in 2016 that Giri first took over as chief of the Akhara Parishad. It was during his tenure that the 
Parishad released a list of allegedly “fake saints”. In 2019, Giri was elected chief of the Parishad 
for a second time. 

 Last year, a year after the Supreme Court verdict in the Ayodhya title suit, a meeting of the 
Akhara Parishad, chaired by Giri, had passed a resolution saying they would initiate a campaign 
on the lines of Ram Janmabhoomi movement to “free the Hindu temples” in Varanasi and 
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Mathura. Recently, Giri had also demanded the inclusion of the Akhara Parishad in the Ram 
Janmabhoomi Trust. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Rhino Day 2021: 22nd September 
 World Rhino Day is observed globally on 22 September every year. This day provides the 

opportunity for cause-related organizations, NGOs, zoos, and members of the public to 
celebrate rhinos in their own unique ways. This day is celebrated to raise awareness of the need 
to protect all the five existing species of Rhinoceros, which are: Black Rhino, White Rhino, 
Greater one-horned Rhino, Sumatran Rhino and Javan Rhinos. 

 World Rhino Day was first announced by World Wildlife Fund-South Africa in 2010 and is being 
observed internationally since 2011. 

 
 World Alzheimer’s Day 2021: 21st  September 

 World Alzheimer’s Day is observed globally on September 21 every year. The day aims to raise 
awareness about the stigma that runs around Alzheimer disease and related dementia. World 
Alzheimer’s Day was launched at the opening of ADI’s annual conference in Edinburgh on 21 
September 1994 to celebrate our 10th anniversary. 

 The theme for World Alzheimer Day 2021 is “Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s”. 
 Alzheimer’s is a progressive disease, where dementia symptoms gradually worsen over a 

number of years. In its early stages, memory loss is mild, but with late-stage Alzheimer’s, 
individuals lose the ability to carry on a conversation and respond to their environment. This 
disease is a degenerative brain disease that causes memory loss and makes it difficult or nearly 
impossible, to think clearly. 

  
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION  
Military Nursing Service dy DG wins National Florence Nightingale Award for 2020 

 Brigadier SV Sarasvati, the Deputy Director-General of Military Nursing Service has been 
honoured with the National Florence Nightingale Award 2020. The National Florence 
Nightingale Award, the highest national distinction a nurse can achieve. President Ram Nath 
Kovind conferred the award in a virtual ceremony on Brig Saraswati for her contribution as a 
nurse administrator. 

 Brig Saraswati is from the Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh and was commissioned into the 
MNS on December 28, 1983. She has served in the MNS for more than three and half decades, 
especially in perioperative nursing. 

 As a renowned operation theatre nurse, she has assisted in more than 3,000 lifesaving and 
emergency surgeries and has trained residents, operation room nursing trainees and auxiliary 
staff in her career. 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “The Three Khans: And the Emergence of New India” by Kaveree Bamzai  
 A book has titled “The Three Khans: And the Emergence of New India” authored by Kaveree 

Bamzai. 
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 In the book, senior journalist, Kaveree Bamzai has juxtaposed the careers of the 3 Khans, Aamir, 
Shah Rukh, & Salman, with the most tumultuous times in the history of the republic. Art often 
responds to social and political dimensions,& in a country short of role models, film stars often 
play double roles. 

  
RANKING 

Mansukh Mandaviya releases FSSAI's 3rd State Food Safety Index 
 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Mansukh Mandaviya has released the Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)’s 3rd State Food Safety Index (SFSI) to measure 
the performance of States across five parameters of food safety. The Minister felicitated nine 
leading States/UTs based on the ranking for the year 2020-21 for their impressive performance. 

 Minister also flagged off 19 Mobile Food Testing Vans (Food Safety on Wheels) to supplement 
the food safety ecosystem across the country taking the total number of such mobile testing 
vans to 109. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- September 21, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
The Islamic Republic of Iran becomes 9th member of the SCO 

 Iran was officially admitted as a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 
The decision to admit Iran as a full member was declared in the 21st summit of the SCO leaders 
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. At the end of the 21st Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), the leaders of the eight main members of the organisation agreed to 
change the membership of the Islamic Republic of Iran from an observer member to a full 
member and signed the relevant documents. 

 Accordingly, the technical process of Iran becoming one of the main members of the 
organisation has begun and Iran will henceforth cooperate and interact with member countries 
as the main member of the important regional organisation. 

  
NATIONAL 

Niti Aayog collaboration with ISRO,CBSE launch ‘Space Challenge’ for students  
 Niti Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission in collaboration with ISRO and CBSE has launched ‘Space 

Challenge’ for school students across India. This challenge has been designed for all the school 
students, mentors and teachers across the country who not only are associated with schools 
having Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) labs but for all the non-ATL schools as well. 

 The aim of this challenge is to enable innovation among young school students to create 
something in the space sector that will not only help them learn about the space but create 
something that the space programme can use itself. 

  
SPORTS 

National Open Athletics: Harmilan Kaur Bains sets national record in 1500m 
 Harmilan Kaur Bains of Punjab has created a new national record in the women’s 1500m race by 
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clocking 4:05.39 to bag the gold at the 60th National Open Athletics Championships in the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Hanamkonda in Telangana. 

 With this achievement, the 23-year-old athlete has erased the 19-year-old record held by Sunita 
Rani in 1500m at the 2002 Asian Games in Busan by clocking 4:06.03. 

  
Raja Rithvik becomes India’s 70th Grandmaster 

 India’s R Raja Rithvik became chess Grandmaster after he crossed the ELO Rating of 2500. The 
17-year-old achieved this GM title in Vezerkepzo Grandmaster Chess Tournament at Budapest, 
Hungary. He thus became the 70th Grandmaster from the country. A native of Warangal, Rithvik 
has been undergoing advanced coaching at RACE Chess Academy under reputed coach N.V.S. 
Rama Raju. 

 
 OBITUARY 

Padma Shri awardee Thanu Padmanabhan passed away 
 Renowned Theoretical physicist and cosmologist Professor Thanu Padmanabhan passed away. 

He was a distinguished professor at the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
(IUCAA). He had authored over 300 research papers and several books, with important 
contributions in areas of gravitation, quantum gravity, and structure and formation of the 
universe. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Peace 2021: 21 September 
 Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. The 

UN General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, 
through observing 24 hours of non-violence and cease-fire. 

 The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering Better for an Equitable and 
Sustainable World.” Celebrate peace by standing up against acts of hate online and offline, and 
by spreading compassion, kindness, and hope in the face of the pandemic, and as we recover. 

 The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations General 
Assembly. Two decades later, in 2001, the General Assembly unanimously voted to designate 
the Day as a period of non-violence and cease-fire. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

73rd Emmy award announced 
 The 73rd Primetime Emmy Awards ceremony was held on September 19, 2021, in Los Angeles, 

California. The award honoured the best in U.S. prime time television programming from June 1, 
2020, until May 31, 2021, as chosen by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. The 73rd 
edition of the Television Academy’s top honours is being hosted by Cedric the Entertainer on 
CBS. 
Winners of the 2021 Emmy Awards: 

 Outstanding Drama Series: The Crown 
 Outstanding Comedy Series: Ted Lasso 
 Outstanding Variety Talk Show: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver 
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 Outstanding Limited Series: The Queen’s Gambit 
 Outstanding Actor–Comedy: Jason Sudeikis (Ted Lasso) 
 Outstanding Actor–Drama: Josh O’Connor 
 Outstanding Actor–Limited Series or Movie: Ewan McGregor (Halston) 
 Outstanding Actress–Comedy: Jean Smart (Hacks) 
 Outstanding Actress–Drama: Olivia Colman (The Crown) 
 Outstanding Actress–Limited Series or Movie: Kate Winslet (Mare of Easttown) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Comedy: Brett Goldstein (Ted Lasso) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Drama: Tobias Menzies (The Crown) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Limited Series or Movie: Evan Peters (Mare of Easttown) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Comedy: Hannah Waddingham (Ted Lasso) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Drama: Gillian Anderson (The Crown) 
 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Limited Series or Movie: Julianne Nicholson (Mare of 

Easttown) 
 Outstanding Director–Comedy: Lucia Aniello (Hacks) 
 Outstanding Director–Drama: Jessica Hobbs (The Crown) 
 Outstanding Director–Limited Series, Movie or Dramatic Special: Scott Frank (The 

Queen’s Gambit) 
 Outstanding Writing–Comedy: Lucia Aniello, Paul W Downs and Jen Statsky (Hacks) 
 Outstanding Writing–Drama: Peter Morgan (The Crown) 
 Outstanding Writing–Limited Series, Movie Or Dramatic Special: Michaela Coel (I May 

Destroy You). 
  

RANKING 
Global Innovation Index 2021: Switzerland Top & India ranks 46th 

 India has been ranked at 46th place in the Global Innovation Index 2021 released by World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). India has jumped 2 spots from last year’s ranking. 
Under the Lower middle-income category group, India has been ranked at the second spot after 
Vietnam. The Global Innovation Index 2021 captures the innovation ecosystem performance of 
132 economies and tracks the most recent global innovation trends.  

Rank Country 

1st Switzerland 

2nd Sweden 

3rd United States of America 

4th United Kingdom 

5th Republic of Korea 

46th India 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
HDFC Bank,Paytm to launch co-branded credit cards 

 HDFC Bank has announced its partnership with leading payments company Paytm, to offer co-
branded credit cards on the Visa platform to businesspersons, millennials and merchants. The 
HDFC Bank-Paytm co-branded credit cards will be launched in October during the festive season 
to tap into the high consumer demand for credit cards, equated monthly instalments (EMIs), 
and buy now pay later (BNPL) options and the full suite of products will be offered by the end of 
December 2021. 

 The collaboration between HDFC Bank and Paytm is part of the strategies of the HDFC Bank to 
regain its lost market share in the credit card space due to the ban imposed on it by RBI for 
eight months as a penalty, following several outages in its digital offerings. 

 HDFC Bank and Paytm will also collaborate to introduce business credit cards, which will offer a 
host of benefits for merchant partners from the smaller cities and towns of India and enable 
them to get easier access to credit with instant and paperless approvals. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- September 20, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
The Netherlands unveils its first national Holocaust monument 

 A monument listing 102,163 Dutch victims of the Holocaust was unveiled by King Willem-
Alexander in Amsterdam on Sunday, the first national memorial to be built in the Netherlands. 

 The monument, designed by Daniel Libeskind, 75, who lost relatives in the Holocaust, lies in the 
centre of the Dutch capital and is a labyrinth of brick walls that, when seen from above, form 
Hebrew letters reading "in remembrance". 

 
Taliban removes Uzbek from official language status 

 Contrary to their pledges of forming an inclusive government and respecting all the ethnicities 
in its Islamic Emirate, the Taliban removed Uzbek from official language status. 

 The law entitled "Fundamentals" indicates the official religion of Afghanistan Sunni Islam of the 
Hanafi madhhab, as well as its official Languages-Pashto and Dari. Earlier in Afghanistan, along 
with them, the Uzbek language had an official status, which is spoken by many residents of the 
northern provinces. In addition, there is a sizable Shiite community in the country, consisting 
mainly of Hazaras. 

  
NATIONAL 

Metro train services in Agra and Kanpur to start operations by November 
 In Uttar Pradesh, two more cities Agra and Kanpur will have Metro rail service later this year. It 

was informed by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in Gorakhpur yesterday while virtually unveiling 
the first prototype train for the two projects. These prototypes Metro trains were received from 
Vadodara in Gujarat. 

 Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail Corporation is working on a war footing to provide Metro rail public 
transport service to people at Kanpur and Agra and Metro will start operations from nearby 
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November 30th this year. He said efforts are being made to get the metro service launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

  
Delhi government launches 'Music' Bus' to train students 

 Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on Saturday launched a mobile music classroom and 
recording studio which aims to assist children of Delhi government schools in pursuing their 
passion in music. 

 The Delhi government claimed that it is India’s first ‘Mobile Music Bus’, and aims to train 
children through a media-based curriculum, including audio production and film production, to 
help them build sustainable careers in these fields. 

 The project is likely to benefit 5,000 children. 
 
Ration card related services now available at common services centre 

 Services related to ration card, such as applying for a new card, updating details and seeding 
with Aadhaar, will now be available at over 3.7 lakh common services centres (CSC) across the 
country. 

 The move is expected to benefit 23.64 crore ration card holders across the country. 
 The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution has tied up with CSC e-

Governance Services India Ltd, a special purpose vehicle under the Ministry of Electronics & IT, 
to streamline ration deliveries and strengthen public distribution system (PDS) in semi-urban 
and rural areas across the country. 

 
India to become 3rd largest importer by year 2050 

 With a growing middle class and its rising discretionary spending, India will become the world’s 
third largest importer by 2050 with a share of 5.9% of global imports, right behind China and 
the US, a new report said. 

 At present, India is ranked eighth among largest importing nations with a 2.8% import share and 
is set to become the fourth largest importer by 2030. 

  
SPORTS 

Virat Kohli to step down as RCB captain after IPL 2021 
 Royal Challengers Bangalore on Sunday announced that Virat Kohli will step down as RCB 

captain after the end of Indian Premier League 2021 season. "Hello everyone, the whole RCB 
family, the amazing fans of Bangalore and to all those who have supported us. I have an 
announcement to make," Kohli said in a video uploaded on RCB's official Twitter handle. 

 “This will be my last IPL as captain of RCB. I’ll continue to be an RCB player till I play my last IPL 
game. I thank all the RCB fans for believing in me and supporting me,” Kohli said. 

  
OBITUARY 

Veteran journalist, columnist KM Roy, passed away 
 Noted journalist and columnist KM Roy passed away at his residence in Kochi on Saturday, 

September 18, at the age of 84. 
 He died due to an age-related illness. Roy was the recipient of Swadeshabhimani Kesari award, 
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the highest honour that journalists receive from the Kerala government. 
 

Current Affairs PDF- September 19, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
India, Nepal to hold joint military exercise 'Surya Kiran' from Sept 20 

 The 15th edition of Indo–Nepal Joint Military Training Exercise Surya Kiran will be held from 
September 20, 2021, at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand. The previous edition of the Exercise Surya 
Kiran was conducted in Nepal in 2019. The exercise was called off in 2020, due to the C-19 
pandemic. 

 The Indian Army and Nepali Army would share their experiences of various counter-insurgency 
operations, and familiarise themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, 
techniques and procedures of operating in a counter-insurgency environment in mountainous 
terrain. 

 The joint military training will help in improving bilateral relations and further strengthen the 
traditional friendship between the two nations. 

 
Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st Software Technology Park of India (STPI) centre inaugurated 

 Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st Software Technology Park of India (STPI) centre was 
inaugurated at Kohima. The inauguration of the STPI centre in Kohima is a fulfilment of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of creating a technology ecosystem in the northeast to create 
opportunities for future generations in the region. 

 The MoS urged the need to create real change in the technology ecosystem. In order to create 
job opportunities, he said, the state government must work towards creating an 
interconnection of institutions to create awareness about various opportunities available for 
the youth. 

  
Manipur’s Sirarakhong Chilli and Tamenglong Orange gets GI tag 

 Two famous products of Manipur, Hathei chilli, which is found in Manipur’s Ukrul district and is 
known for its unique flavour, and Tamenglong mandarin orange have been granted the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag. This is a historic milestone in the history of Manipur and it will 
increase the income of farmers in Manipur. 

 The Hathei chilly works as a good anti-oxidant and possesses high calcium and Vitamin C levels. 
It has an extremely high American Spice Trade Association (ASTA) colour value of 164. The 
extractable colour of chilli is usually expressed using ASTA values. 

  
SPORTS 

India’s Pankaj Advani wins Asian Snooker Championship 2021 
 India’s Pankaj Advani won the Asian Snooker Championship 2021 by defeating Amir Sarkhosh. 

He has won this title for a second consecutive time. He is the winner of the last Asian Snooker 
Championship held in 2019. 

 In 2019, Pankaj also became the only player who won the titles in all forms of billiards, snooker, 
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6Reds, and 10Reds competitions. Yasin Merchant (1989, 2001), Alok Kumar (2004), Aditya 
Mehta (2012) were the other Indians who won the championship. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Alka Nangia Arora appoints as the new CMD of National Small Industries Corporation Ltd  
 Alka Nangia Arora has been appointed as the Chairman cum Managing Director (CMD) of the 

National Small Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC). She has taken the additional charge of the 
post on September 14, 2021. She is a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises. 

 The National Small Industries Corporation Limited (NSIC) is a Mini Ratna company established in 
1955. It falls under the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises of India and serves as a 
nodal agency for several schemes of the Ministry of MSME. 

  
Charanjit Singh Channi will be the next chief minister of Punjab 

 The Congress party has elected Charanjit Singh Channi, the outgoing technical education 
minister, as the new chief minister of Punjab after Captain Amarinder Singh resigned from the 
post. He has been elected as the leader of the Punjab Congress Legislative Party (CLP). He is an 
MLA from the Chamkaur Sahib assembly constituency. He will become Punjab’s first Dalit chief 
minister 

 Captain Amarinder Singh, who resigned as the chief minister of Punjab on Saturday following 
months of infighting between him and Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee (PPCC) chief Navjot 
Singh Sidhu. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Red Panda Day 2021: Third Saturday of September 
 The International Red Panda Day (IRPD) is celebrated on the third Saturday of September every 

year to raise public awareness and support for red panda conservation issues. In 2021, the IRPD 
is being observed on 18 September 2021. The day was launched by the Red Panda Network in 
2010. The first international red Panda day was celebrated on 18th September 2010. 

 There are two distinct species of red pandas Ailurus fulgens is commonly known as Himalayan 
Red Panda and Ailurus fulgens styani commonly known as Chinese Red Panda, these are mostly 
found in the Eastern Himalayan region and southwestern China. Genetically the red pandas 
belong to the order of Carnivora, but mostly eat bamboo shoots, mushrooms etc and also eat 
birds, eggs, and insects. The average lifespan of these red pandas is 23 years and the female 
pandas stop breeding after the age of 12. 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book‘Shining Sikh Youth of India’ launched by Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
 The Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has released a book titled ‘Shining Sikh Youth of 

India’ in New Delhi, as a part of the commemoration of the 400th birth anniversary of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru of Sikhs. 

 The book has been authored by Dr Prabhleen Singh, administrative officer at the Punjabi 
University, Patiala. It covers 100 inspirational and motivational success stories of Sikh youth in 
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India who have done exemplary work in their respective fields. 
  

BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
LIC Launched Mobile App ‘PRAGATI’  

 Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched a new mobile app ‘PRAGATI’ for the 
exclusive use of its Development Officers. PRAGATI stands for “Performance Review 
Application, Growth And Trend Indicator”. LIC has been taking a lot of customer-centric and 
digital initiatives for ease of operations for its customers and field force. 

 The Pragati app will help the Development Officers to get near real-time information about the 
performance of their agency force in critical areas of business performance like premium 
collection, agency activisation, prospective outperformers, etc apart from monitoring their 
team on activities such as usage of agents mobile app and NACH validation. The app also 
provides development officers with a calculator to measure their cost ratio. 
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