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Current Affairs PDF- October 23, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Barbados elects first president, British Queen to be replaced as head of state
 Barbados has elected its first-ever president as it prepares to become a republic, removing
Queen Elizabeth as head of state. Dame Sandra Mason, 72, is set to be sworn in on 30
November, which will mark the country’s 55th anniversary of independence from Britain. The
first woman to serve on the Barbados Court of Appeals, Dame Sandra has been governor-general
since 2018. The historic election came after a joint session of the House of Assembly and the
Senate. Described the vote as a “seminal moment” for the nation.
 With a population of about 285,000, Barbados is one of the more populous and prosperous
Caribbean islands. Once heavily dependent on sugar exports, its economy has diversified into
tourism and finance.
 Barbados will not be the first former British colony in the Caribbean to become a republic.
Guyana took that step in 1970, less than four years after gaining independence from Britain.
Trinidad and Tobago followed suit in 1976 and Dominica in 1978.
Donald Trump is launching a new social network called Truth Social
 Donald Trump has announced plans to launch a social media platform called TRUTH Social that
will be rolled be out early next year. The former US president, who was banned from Facebook
and Twitter earlier this year, says his goal is to rival the tech companies that have denied him the
megaphone that was paramount to his rise.
 Truth social will be a product of a new venture called the Trump Media & Technology Group. He
wants to create a platform that rivals Twitter or Facebook, but that simply won’t happen.
NATIONAL
DA hike: Centre approves 3% Dearness Allowance increase for Central govt employees and pensioners
 The Union Cabinet has approved a further hike of 3 per cent in Dearness Allowance (DA) and
Dearness Relief (DR) for the central government employees and pensioners. The increase of 3%
is over the existing rate of 28 per cent of the basic pay/pension and will be effective from July 1,
2021. Now after this hike, the DA/DR will increase to 31%.
 It must be remembered that earlier in July 2021, the government had announced an 11% hike in
DA/DR from 17% to 28% of the basic pay/pension. It will cost the exchequer Rs 9,488.70 crore
per annum. As a result, the DA and DR instalments are due for four periods including January 1,
2020, July 1, 2020, January 1, 2021, and July 1, 2021. However, the rate of DA/DR for the period
between January 2020 to June 2021 shall remain at 17%.
Chhattisgarh: Offering low-cost medicines, CM Bhupesh Baghel launches new scheme
 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has virtually launched a new scheme named ‘Shri

www.toprankers.com



Dhanwantri Generic Medical Store scheme’ to provide low-cost generic medicines and enable
seamless healthcare services to the vulnerable people of the state. The scheme will be
implemented by the Urban Administration and Development Department (UADD).
Under the scheme, around 188 medical shops are planned to be opened in 169 cities. Currently,
84 generic medical shops are opened in the inaugural session to distribute medicine. Under this
scheme, people will get a discount between 09 per cent and 71 per cent on the MRP (Market
Rate Price) of generic medicines.

APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
SAI appoints Arjuna Awardee Commodore PK Garg as new CEO of TOPS
 The Sports Authority of India (SAI) appointed Commodore PK Garg as the Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) at the Mission Olympic Cell meeting. He
joined the Indian Navy in 1984 and was in charge of many important and prestigious assignments
over 34 years of service. Commodore Garg, who was the High-Performance Director with Sports
Authority of India till June 2021, is also an Arjuna Awardee recipient (1990) in Sailing and has also
won the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Awardee in 1993-94.
 As an ex-athlete, Garg represented India in five Asian Games from 1986 to 2002 in the Enterprise
Class Sailing Event and has been a National Champion five times. He also won the Gold and Silver
at the Enterprise Class Sailing World Championships in 1993 in Zimbabwe and 1997 in Goa. He
also won a couple of Bronze medals at the 1990 and 1994 Asian Games. He served as Secretary
of Services Sports Control Board (Indian Armed Forces) from 2014-17 and has served as the Joint
Secretary of the Yachting Association of India for four years. He will be assuming the charge of
CEO TOPS on Monday, October 25, 2021.
Indian-American economist Gita Gopinath set to leave IMF in January 2022
 The International Monetary Fund’s Chief Economist and Director of the Research Department,
Gita Gopinath will leave the organisation in January 2022. She will return to Harvard University’s
economics department. She was on public service leave during her tenure at the organisation,
and the leave will end in January 2022. Gopinath, during her tenure, co-authored the “Pandemic
Paper”, a document that set globally endorsed targets for vaccinating the world against Covid19, the IMF said.
 Harvard had extended Gopinath’s leave by one year as an exceptional case, which allowed her to
serve as the chief economist at the IMF for three years. IMF Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva said Gopinath’s contribution to the fund was “truly remarkable”.
OBITUARY
Former hockey player Saranjeet Singh passes away at 59
 Former hockey international Saranjeet Singh has passed away. The former State Bank of India
hockey player, who played for Coronation Club in the local league, represented Hyderabad
juniors and seniors for many years in the late 70s and 80s and also played for India, which toured
Germany in 1983.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Mole Day 2021: 23rd October
 On 23rd October every year mole day is celebrated which is popular amongst all chemistry
enthusiasts. This day is marked to commemorate and honour the Avogadro‘s number. The
celebration of this day happens from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m commemorating the chemistry is
measuring unit. This occasion aims to make the students interested in chemistry and its
concepts. The theme for the occasion, inspired by the mascot – A Mole. This year the theme is
DispicaMole Me.
 Mole Day originated in 1980 when an article came into the hype in the science teacher which
was about a high school chemistry teacher celebrating this day with her ideas. This day was
internationally accepted when the National Mole Day Foundation was established on 15 May
1991.
International Snow Leopard Day 2021: 23rd October
 Every year, October 23 is observed as International Snow Leopard Day since 2014. The day
commemorates the anniversary of the Bishkek Declaration and to celebrate this endangered cat
and raise awareness for its conservation and protection. It was on October 23, 2013, when
political leaders from 12 countries came together to endorse the ‘Bishkek Declaration on the
conservation of snow leopards.
 Snow Leopard is found in 12 countries. They are India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Mongolia, Russia,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
Reliance to acquire 40% stake in designer Manish Malhotra's MM Styles Private Limited
 Reliance Industries Ltd’s Reliance Brands Ltd (RBL) and famous designer Manish Malhotra have
announced a strategic partnership to acquire a 40 per cent stake in Malhotra’s MM Styles Pvt
Ltd. According to a Reliance Brands statement, this “strategic partnership” is the first “external
investment” for MM Styles Pvt Ltd.
 Launched in 2005, the Manish Malhotra luxury retail is spanned across four flagship stores in
Mumbai, New Delhi, and Hyderabad. Manish Malhotra, the main architect behind the 16-yearold couture house, will continue to be at the helm of affairs of MM Styles Pvt Ltd as managing
and creative director.

Current Affairs PDF- October 22, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
New Quad India, Israel, UAE, U.S. to launch international forum for economic cooperation
 India, Israel, United Arab Emirates and the United States have decided to launch a new
quadrilateral economic forum. Quadrilateral builds on ongoing cooperation between U.S., Israel
and UAE after the Abraham Accords last year. This QUAD grouping had decided to establish an
international forum for economic cooperation and discussed possibilities for joint infrastructure
projects expanding economic and political cooperation in the Middle East and Asia.
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India, the United States, Israel and the UAE have decided to form a forum for future economic
cooperation and to explore possibilities of joint infrastructure projects in the fields of
Transportation, Technology, Maritime security, Economics, Trade as well as for additional joint
projects.
NATIONAL

India hits 100-crore C-19 vaccine milestone
 India completed 100 crore doses of C-19 vaccines on 21st October, in about 9 months since the
drive began. PM Modi called the achievement “the triumph of Indian science, enterprise and
collective spirit of 130 crore Indians”. The Prime Minister visited the Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital here and interacted with healthcare workers and people receiving the vaccine.
 To mark the occasion, the Union Health Ministry held a series of events and released a twominute and four-second video with rap and visual representation of the country’s fight against
C-19.
Madhya Pradesh government has announced the implementation of Mukhyamantri Ration Aapke
Dwar Yojana in the state
 The government of Madhya Pradesh (MP) has announced the implementation of the scheme
‘‘Mukhyamantri Ration Apke Dwar Yojana”, which will start from November 2021. Under this
scheme, the ration will be provided at the doorstep of the villagers where there are no Fair
Price Shops (FPS).
 To provide ration material to the vulnerable sections such as Divyanga (Specially-Abled) and
senior citizens near their homes. To ensure proper ration supply for poor tribal families in each
village bin 74 tribal dominated blocks of 16 districts.
SPORTS
Australian fast bowler James Pattinson retires from international cricket
 Australian fast bowler James Pattinson has retired from international cricket after realising that
he won’t be in the reckoning for the Ashes series due to fitness issues. The 31-year-old, who has
played 21 Tests and 15 ODIs, though will continue to play domestic cricket.
 Pattinson claimed 81 Test wickets and 16 ODI scalps in his career after making his Test debut in
December 2011 alongside Mitchell Starc and David Warner against New Zealand in Brisbane. His
last Test was against New Zealand in Sydney in January 2020 while he last played an ODI way
back in September 2015 against England at Leeds.
Tennis Overview of 2021 BNP Paribas Open held at Indian Wells-USA
 The 2021 BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, also known as the 2021 Indian Wells Masters,
was held from October 04 to 18, 2021 at Indian Wells, California, US. This marks the 47th
edition of the men’s BNP Paribas Open (ATP Masters) and the 32nd Edition of the women’s BNP
Paribas Open (WTA Masters).
 Cameron Norrie won his maiden ATP Masters 1000 by winning the Men’s singles title at the
2021 BNP Paribas Open.
 Paula Badosa defeats Victoria Azarenka to win the Women’s Singles Title.
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Elise Mertens and Su Wei Hsieh won the Women’s Doubles title.
John Peers and Filip Polasek won the Men’s Doubles title.

OBITUARY
Sri Lanka’s first Test captain Bandula Warnapura passed away at 68
 Sri Lanka’s first-ever Test captain Bandula Warnapura passed away, following a brief illness. He
was 68. A right-handed batsman, he led his country when it faced England in its first-ever Test
match in 1982 and played three more Tests, scoring 96 runs overall at an average of 12.
 He also played 12 ODI matches, scoring 180 runs at an average of 15.
Colin Powell, first Black US secretary of state, passed away due to C-19
 Colin Powell, the trailblazing soldier and diplomat whose sterling reputation of service to
Republican and Democratic presidents was stained by his faulty claims to justify the 2003 US
war in Iraq, died of C-19 complications. He was 84. He instead joined President George W.
 Bush’s administration in 2001 as secretary of state. He was the first Black person to represent
the US government on the world stage.
IMPORTANT DAYS
International Stuttering Awareness Day 2021: 22nd October
 Every year October 22 is observed as International Stuttering Awareness Day, since 1998. The
day is intended to raise public awareness of the millions of people who have a speech disorder
of stuttering or stammering. Theme 2021: “Speak the change you wish to see”.
 The International Stuttering Awareness Day, ISAD, (October 22) began in 1998, spear-headed by
Michael Sugarman, Oakland, California. ISAD recognizes the growing alliance between SLPs and
consumers, who are learning from each other and working together to share, give support, and
educate one another and the general public on the impact that stuttering has on individuals’
lives. Online Conferences, organized by Judy Kuster, have been an integral part of International
Stuttering Awareness Day since its inception.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Alexei Navalny wins Sakharov Prize, the EU's highest award for human rights work
 The European Parliament has awarded the European Union’s top human rights prize, Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of Thought for 2021, to the imprisoned Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny. The 45-year-old activist has been awarded for his immense personal bravery to fight
tirelessly against the corruption of Vladimir Putin’s regime.
 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, commonly known as Sakharov Prize, is European
Parliament’s top human rights prize. The prize honours individuals and groups of people who
have dedicated their lives to the defence of human rights and freedom of thought.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
RBI slaps Rs 1 cr penalty on Paytm Payments Bank
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on Paytm Payments Bank
Limited (PPBL) over certain specified violations, as referred in Section 26 (2) of the Payment and
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Settlement Systems Act, 2007. RBI observed that the information submitted during Paytm
Payments Bank’s application for the issue of the final Certificate of Authorisation (CoA) did not
reflect the factual position.
It has also penalised Western Union Financial Services by imposing a penalty of Rs 27.8 lakh for
violating the prescribed limit of remittances per year.

Current Affairs PDF- October 21, 2021
NATIONAL
PM Modi inaugurated Kushinagar International Airport, Kushinagar airport now hub of Buddhist
tourist circuit
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kushinagar International Airport in Uttar
Pradesh. The airport has been built at an estimated cost of Rs. 260 crore, by the Airport
Authority of India. Besides, it has the longest runway in Uttar Pradesh. It will facilitate domestic
& international pilgrims to visit the Mahaparinirvanasthal of Lord Buddha in Kushinagar.
 Kushinagar is the final resting place of Gautama Buddha, where he attained Mahaparinirvana
after his death. The airport will help in boosting tourism on the Buddhist circuit. The first
international flight at the Kushinagar International Airport landed from Colombo, Sri Lanka,
carrying a Sri Lankan delegation of over a hundred Buddhist Monks & dignitaries. Now the
number of airports handling passenger flights in Uttar Pradesh has increased to 9.
SPORTS
China wins Uber Cup and Indonesia wins Thomas Cup
 China beat Japan 3-1 in a thrilling Uber Cup final in Aarhus, Denmark, to reclaim the Uber Cup
title. This is China’s 15th Uber Cup title win in 19 finals. The match pivoted on the longest match
in the Uber Cup history when Chen Qing Chan and Jia Yi Fan won their doubles match. Indonesia
lifted the Thomas Cup trophy for the first time since 2002 after defeating the defending
champions China 3-0 in the final match held in Aarhus, Denmark.
 Uber and Thomas Cup are the biennial international badminton championship played by the
women and men’s national teams of the members of the Badminton World Federation.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
Retired commodore Amit Rastogi new CMD of National Research Development Corporation
 Commodore Amit Rastogi (Retd) has been appointed as the new Chairman & Managing Director
of the National Research Development Corporation (NRDC). Prior to this, he was the Director of
Electrical Engineering at Integrated Headquarters, Ministry of Defence for 5 years and
Additional General Manager Tech Services at Naval Dockyard for 2 years.
 NRDC was established in India in 1953 to help develop and promote technologies developed at
various national R&D institutions.
Sahdev Yadav elected new President of Indian Weightlifting Federation
 Sahdev Yadav, former Secretary-General of IWLF, was unanimously elected as the President of
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the Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF). The election also saw the appointment of S.H.
Anande Gowda and Naresh Sharma as the new Secretary-General & Treasurer of IWLF.
10 new Vice Presidents, 4 Joint Secretaries & 7 executive committee members were also
elected, in the election conducted by Returning Officer Narinder Paul Kaushik, Delhi District
Court.

AMFI appoints Balasubramanian as new Chairman
 A Balasubramanian has been elected as the new Chairman of the Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFI). He replaces Nilesh Shah, the Managing Director of Kotak Mutual Fund.
 Balasubramanian is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Aditya Birla Sun Life Asset Management.
Meanwhile, Radhika Gupta, the MD and CEO of Edelweiss AMC, has been appointed as vicechair of AMFI.
CoinDCX onboards Ayushmann Khurrana for its ‘Future Yahi Hai’ campaign
 Ayushmann Khurrana has become the latest celebrity to venture into the cryptocurrency space
through his association with CoinDCX’s ‘Future Yahi Hai’ campaign. The CoinDCX ‘Future Yahi
Hai’ Megadrive is directed towards addressing major questions and doubts and dispelling myths
when it comes to crypto investments from the perspective of young India. CoinDCX is India’s
largest cryptocurrency exchange valued at $1.1 billion.
 The campaign, which eventually plans to rope in popular personalities from various spheres,
aims to drive home a simple but engaging narrative that breaks through misconceptions
surrounding crypto for both new and old investors and, consequently, increases participation in
crypto-enabled financial services.
 Khurrana joins A-listers like Amitabh Bachchan, Ranveer Singh and Salman Khan to be
associated with various crypto exchanges and crypto trade platforms like Chingari and Coin
SwitchKuber.
IMPORTANT DAYS
National Police Commemoration Day 2021: 21st October
 In India, the Police Commemoration Day is observed on October 21 every year. The day is
marked to remember and honour the brave policemen who have laid down their lives in the line
of duty.
 Police Commemoration Day commemorates the day in 1959, when twenty Indian soldiers were
attacked by Chinese troops in Ladakh’s Hot Spring area, in which, ten Indian policemen lost their
lives and seven were imprisoned. Since that day, 21 October has been observed as Police
Commemoration Day in honour of the martyrs.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
World-renowned Kung Fu nuns win UNESCO prize for Martial Arts education
 The well known Kung Fu Nuns of the Drukpa order of Buddhism has won the inaugural
UNESCO’s Martial Arts Education Prize 2021, for their brave and heroic acts of service and
championing of gender equality across the Himalayas. The Nuns empower young girls through
martial arts, to defend themselves, build confidence, and take on leadership roles in their
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communities.
The award has been launched by UNESCO ICM (International Centre of Martial Arts for Youth
Development and Engagement), to collect and promote good practices of martial arts
education(MA Edu.)

BOOKS & AUTHOR
Book ‘Sir Syed Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion And Nation’ by Prof Shafey Kidwai
 Sahitya Akademi awardee Professor Shafey Kidwai has authored a new book titled “Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion And Nation”. The objective of the book is to analyse Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan the founder of Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College that grew into Aligarh
Muslim University.
 The book is published by Routledge India. The foreword of the book is written by professor Irfan
Habib. The book was released ahead of the 204th birth anniversary (17th October 2021) of Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
RBI imposes fine of Rs 1.95 crore on Standard Chartered Bank
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a fine of Rs 1.95 crore on the Standard Chartered Bank
for failing to report a cyber security incident within the prescribed time period, and failure to
credit the amount involved in unauthorised electronic transactions, among other reasons.
Standard Chartered Bank was penalised also for its non-compliance of RBI’s directions on
customer protection.
 Standard Chartered Bank had also allowed direct sales agents to conduct KYC verifications and
failed to ensure the integrity of data submitted in the Central Repository of Information on
Large Credits (CRILC).

Current Affairs PDF- October 20, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
China launches its first sun observation satellite to monitor solar eruptions
 China has successfully launched its 1st solar exploration satellite into space from the Taiyuan
Satellite Launch Center in northern Shanxi Province aboard a Long March-2D rocket.
 The satellite was named as ‘Xihe’ (Xihe is the goddess of the sun who created the calendar in
ancient Chinese mythology), also known as the Chinese Hα Solar Explorer (CHASE). The satellite
has been developed by the China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC).
C-19 reverses decades of progress in TB elimination, India worst-hit: WHO
 The World Health Organisation (WHO) has released the ‘Global TB report for 2021, where it
highlighted the effects of C-19 which led to a huge reversal in the progress of Tuberculosis (TB)
elimination. The report also mentioned India as the worst-hit country in TB elimination, where
the detection of new TB cases saw a huge impact in 2020.
 A dramatic reduction of 20% TB cases were witnessed in 2020 as compared to 2019, ie; a gap of
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4.1 million cases. The progress in TB detection has gone back to the levels of 2012, with India
accounting for 41% of the total case drops in 2020.
NATIONAL
Union Home Minister Amit Shah flags off ‘Modi Van’ to mark 20 years of PM Modi in public office
 The Union Home Minister Amit Shah has flagged off “Five Mobile Medical Vans” dubbed as
Modi Van on October 19, 2021, in the Kaushambi district of Uttar Pradesh. These vans have
been launched under the ‘Seva Hi Sangathan’ programme of BJP to commemorate Prime
Minister Narendra Modi completing 20 years as the Head of Government.
 The Five Mobile Medical Vans will operate in five Assembly Constituencies in Kaushambi. These
vans will work under the aegis of Kaushambi Vikas Parishad run by BJP’s National Secretary
Vinod Sonkar.
SPORTS
Bhavani Devi wins fencing competition in France
 Fencer Bhavani Devi, who made history at the Tokyo Olympics by becoming the first Indian to
compete in the sport at the Games, has won the Charlellville National Competition in France in
the individual women’s sabre event.
 She is currently ranked 50th in the world and is the top-ranked fencer from India. She is eyeing
a good show at the 2022 Asian Games and has started preparing for the multi-discipline
sporting extravaganza.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
RBI approves re-appointment of Amitabh Chaudhry as MD & CEO of Axis Bank
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the re-appointment of Amitabh Chaudhry as
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of private lender Axis Bank for a period of three
years.
 Amitabh had taken charge as Axis Bank’s new MD and CEO in January 2019 after as outgoing
MD and CEO Shikha Sharma retired, effective December 31, 2018. The extended three-year
term will be effective from January 1, 2022.
IMPORTANT DAYS
World Osteoporosis Day 2021: 20th October
 World Osteoporosis Day (WOD) is observed annually on October 20. The day aims to raise
global awareness of the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis and metabolic
bone disease. WOD is organized by the International Osteoporosis Foundation (IOF), by launch
of a year-long campaign with a specific theme. In 2021 the Global WOD Campaign theme is
“Serve Up Bone Strength”.
 Osteoporosis causes bones to become weak and fragile so that they break easily – even as a
result of a minor fall, a bump, a sneeze, or a sudden movement. Fractures caused by
osteoporosis can be life-threatening and a major cause of pain and long-term disability.
Osteoporosis is a growing global problem worldwide. It affects one in three women and one in
five men over the age of 50.
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International Chef’s Day 2021: 20th October
 International Chefs Day is observed every year on 20 October. The day aims to celebrate and
honour the noble profession and educate people around the world about eating healthy. It is
also the day for experienced chefs to pass on their knowledge and culinary skills to the next
generation with a sense of pride and commitment.
 The theme of the International Chefs Day 2021 campaign is Healthy Food for the Future.
International Chefs Day was created by Dr Bill Gallagher, a renowned chef and the former
president of the World Association of Chefs Societies (World Chefs), in 2004.
BOOKS & AUTHOR
Book titled “Actually… I Met Them: A Memoir” by Gulzar
 Legendary Indian poet-lyricist-director Gulzar has come out with his new book title “Actually… I
Met Them: A Memoir”. In a memoir published by the publishing group Penguin Random House
India.
 In this book, Gulzar has shared many interesting unknown facts about legends like Kishore
Kumar, Bimal Roy, Ritwik Ghatak, Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Mahasweta Devi, among others.
RANKING
India ranks 40th out of 43 global pension systems, as per survey
 Mercer Consulting, a leading global management consulting firm, has released the 13th edition
of the Mercer Global Pension Index (2021 MCGPI). India has been ranked at 40th position out of
43 countries in the 2021 Mercer CFS Global Pension Index survey. In 2020, India was ranked at
34th position out of 39 pension systems.
 Iceland has topped this ranking with an index value of 84.2 followed by the Netherlands with
83.5 and Norway with 82.0. India had an overall index value of 43.3. Thailand had the lowest
overall index value at 40.6. The 2021 MCGPI, has added 4 new retirement systems: Iceland,
Taiwan, UAE and Uruguay.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
Reserve Bank of India has authorized Karur Vysya Bank to collect Direct Taxes on behalf of Central
Board of Direct Taxes
 The Reserve Bank of India has authorised Karur Vysya Bank (KVB) to collect direct taxes on
behalf of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). After obtaining the approval, KVB has
started the integration process with the CBDT to collect direct taxes.
 The integration would enable the bank to allow its customers to remit the direct taxes through
any branch/net banking/ mobile banking services (DLite Mobile application).

Current Affairs PDF- October 19, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Russian film crew back on Earth after shooting first movie in space
 A Russian film crew are back on Earth after wrapping up scenes for the first movie shot in space.
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Klim Shipenko and actor Yulia Peresild left the International Space Station and landed in
Kazakhstan – to be met by a crew filming touchdown scenes. The movie has been in its own
kind of space race – with Tom Cruise. He is apparently part of a Hollywood filming-in-space
project involving Nasa and Elon Musk’s SpaceX.
The filmmakers had blasted off from the Russia-leased Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan
earlier this month, travelling to the ISS with veteran cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov to film scenes
for “The Challenge”.

Sri Lanka Seeks $500 Million Loan From India For Fuel Purchase
 The Government of Sri Lanka has sought a USD 500 million credit line from India to pay for its
crude oil purchases, as the country is facing a severe foreign exchange crisis in the island nation
after the pandemic hit the nation’s earnings from tourism and remittances. The USD 500 million
credit line is part of the India-Sri Lanka economic partnership arrangement. The facility would
be used for purchasing petrol and diesel requirements.
 The country’s GDP contracted by a record 3.6 per cent in 2020 and its foreign exchange reserves
plunged by over a half in one year through July to just USD 2.8 billion. This has led to a 9 per
cent depreciation of the Sri Lankan rupee against the dollar over the past one year, making
imports more expensive.
NATIONAL
‘Mera Ghar Mere Naam’ scheme will give succour to underprivileged in Punjab : CM Charanjit Channi
 In Punjab, Chief Minister Charanjit Channi launched a new scheme titled ‘Mera Ghar Mere
Naam’, which aims to confer proprietary rights on the people living in the houses within the ‘Lal
Lakir’ of villages and the cities. The land area which is a part of the village habitation and is used
for non-agriculture purposes only is known as Lal Lakir.
 The state government will undertake drone surveys of residential properties, both in rural and
urban areas for digital mapping, following which all eligible residents would be given the
property cards, after proper identification or verification, to confer proprietary rights upon
them in a time-bound manner. The property card will serve the purpose of registry against
which they can avail loans from the banks or even sell their properties.
Indian Army won a gold medal at the Cambrian Patrol Exercise held in the UK
 A team from 5th Battalion-4 (5/4) Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) representing the Indian Army
won the gold medal at the prestigious Cambrian Patrol Exercise which was held in the United
Kingdom. The Indian Army team took part in the event and competed with a total of 96 teams
including 17 international teams representing Special Forces and prestigious Regiments from
different parts of the world.
 The Indian Army team received rich accolades from all the judges. The team was praised for
their excellent navigation skills, overall physical endurance and delivery of patrol orders.
SPORTS
15-year-old Divya Deshmukh became India's 21st Woman Grand Master (WGM)
 15-year-old Divya Deshmukh became India’s 21st Woman Grand Master (WGM) after achieving
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her 2nd International Master (IM) at Grand Master (GM) in Budapest, Hungary. He scored five
points in the nine rounds and ended up with a performance rating of 2452 to secure her final
WGM norm.
Divya also secured her second IM-norm and is now a norm away from becoming an
International Master. Apart from three wins, she played out four draws while losing two games
in the tournament.

SAFF Championship: India Beat Nepal 3-0 To Win 8th Title
 India beat Nepal, 3-0, to win the 2021 SAFF Championship final title, held on October 16, 2021,
at the National Football Stadium in Male, Maldives. This is the eighth SAFF Championship title
claimed by the Indian men’s national football team. Previously the team had won the title in
1993, 1997, 1999, 2005, 2009, 2011, 2015.
 Sunil Chhetri , Suresh Singh Wangjam and Sahal Abdul Samad were the goal scorer for the
Indian team in final. Top Scorer in the championship Sunil Chhetri (Captain) – 5 goals.
Meanwhile, Sunil Chhetri scored his 80th international strike at the championship to equal his
score with iconic Lionel Messi and became the second-highest goal-scorer in international
football among active players.
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
NASA launches its Lucy spacecraft to study the Jupiter Trojan asteroids
 The US space agency NASA has launched a first-of-its-kind mission called ‘Lucy Mission‘ to study
Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids. The mission life of Lucy is 12-year, during which the spacecraft will fly
by a total of eight ancient asteroids to study about solar system’s evolution. These will include
one main-belt asteroid and seven Jupiter Trojan asteroids.
 The Lucy mission will mark NASA’s first single spacecraft mission in history to explore so many
different asteroids.
 The Lucy probe was launched on a United Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V rocket from Space
Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida on October 16, 2021.
 Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids are two large clusters of space rocks that scientists believe are
remnants of the primordial material that formed the solar system’s outer planets.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
Rahul Dravid Will be the new head coach of Team India
 Former Indian batter, Rahul Dravid has been appointed as Team India’s head coach and he will
be succeeding Ravi Shastri, whose tenure at the helm ends after the 2021 edition of the T20
World Cup in the UAE. As per reports, BCCI president Sourav Ganguly and honorary secretary
Jay Shah had a meeting with Dravid in Dubai and pleaded with him to take charge of the
national team. As per reports, Dravid, also known as ‘The Wall’ of Indian cricket, has been roped
in on a two-year contract and he will draw a salary of INR 10 crores.
 Team India has also appointed lieutenant Paras Mhambrey as their bowling coach, replacing
Bharat Arun. Even as Vikram Rathour has been persisted with as the batting coach, the decision
on who should replace fielding coach R Sridhar hasn’t been made just yet.
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SUMMIT'S & MOU's
ICC and UNICEF partner to help break stigma around mental health
 Ahead of the 2021 men’s T20 World Cup in the UAE and Oman, the International Cricket Council
(ICC) and UNICEF have that they would partner to help break the stigma around mental health
by raising awareness about the issue amongst children and adolescents.
 The ICC and UNICEF are aiming to raise awareness of mental health and wellbeing amongst
children and adolescents and encourage greater conversation and understanding of it
throughout the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 beginning.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
SEBI Forms 4-member high powered advisory committee on settlement orders
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), has constituted a four-member “high
powered advisory committee on settlement orders and compounding of offences”.
 The Chairman of the committee will be Vijay C Daga, retired judge of the High Court of Bombay.
The terms of reference of the Committee will be as per “Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Settlement Proceedings) Regulations, 2018”.

Current Affairs PDF- October 18, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Jonas Gahr Store is the Norway’s new Prime Minister
 Jonas Gahr Store, the Leader of the Labour Party in Norway, has assumed the charge of the
Prime Minister of Norway with effect from October 14, 2021. In September 2021, Store’s
Labour Party won the parliamentary elections, following which incumbent Prime Minister Erna
Solberg and her government stepped down.
 Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere, the leader of Norway’s centre-left Labor Party, stood outside
the royal palace with his 19-member team — 10 women and nine men — that includes the
leader of the euroskeptic Center Party, Trygve Slagsvold Vedum, who becomes finance minister.
Emilie Enger Mehl became Norway’s youngest-ever justice minister at age 28, while the foreign
minister portfolio went to another woman — Anniken Scharning Huitfeldt.
NATIONAL
Mount Harriet in Andaman to be named Mount Manipur
 Manipur broke into celebration on Sunday after the Centre renamed the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands' 'Mount Harriet', where Manipur's Maharaja Kulchandra Dhwaj Singh and 22 other
freedom fighters were imprisoned, as 'Mount Manipur' in their honour.
 Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh said government has asked people to organise
candlelight celebration to express to Prime minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for renaming the 'Mount Harriet National Park' as 'Mount Manipur National Park' in
memory of the freedom fighters of the state.
 The Chief Minister tweeted: "In a fitting tribute to Maharaja Kulachandra and other Manipuri
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freedom fighters imprisoned at Mount Harriet in Kalapani, Home Minister Amit Shah ji has
renamed Mount Harriet as Mount Manipur. We're immensely thankful to PM Narendra Modi Ji
& Amit Shah Ji for such a great honour of our heroes."
Mumbai Postal department launched 'Know Your Postman' App
 Mumbai postal department on October 16 launched an android-based mobile application 'Know
Your Postman' on the occasion of National Mails Day. This is the first application to get details
of your beat postman in the history of the Mumbai Postal region.
 The purpose of the app is to connect citizens easily to their local beat postman and facilitate
delivery at per their convenience. At present, the database has more than 86,000 localities and
the team is working on adding more as well.
 "Mumbai is a very big region, so it will take time to add all the localities in our database. But as
of now, we have more than 86,000 localities in the database.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
Imtiaz Ali appointed as ambassador of Russian Film Festival in India
 Director-producer Imtiaz Ali has been roped in as the ambassador of the Russian Film Festival in
India. As part of the festival, ten notable Russian films of various genres will be premiered for
Indian audiences on Disney+ Hotstar from October 16 to November 27. Ali said the festival will
act as a ground for many future cinematic collaborations between the India and Russia.
 “Russia and India have cultural ties that go back a long way. Film stars like Raj Kapoor and
Mithun Chakraborty have been very popular in Russia and at the same time, Russian music and
cinema have been a part of popular culture in India.
Navrang Saini gets additional charge as Chairperson of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
 Navrang Saini has been given the additional charge as the Chairperson of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). The post fell vacant after M.S. Sahoo retired after a five-year
tenure on September 30. Saini is a Whole Time Member of IBBI.
 The government has assigned additional charge of Chairperson to Mr Saini in addition to his
existing duties. This will be for three months or till the joining of a new incumbent to the post or
until further orders, whichever is earlier, it said in a release on October 13.
RBI appointed Pradeep Kumar Panja as the Chairman of Karnataka Bank
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Pradeep Kumar Panja as the
Chairman of Karnataka Bank Ltd. He will begin his role as the part-time non-executive Chairman
with effect from November 14, 2021, for a period of three years. He will succeed P Jayarama
Bhat, who will retire on November 13, 2021.
IMPORTANT DAYS
World Menopause Day 2021 : 18th October
 World Menopause Day is held every year on the 18th October. The purpose of the day is to
raise awareness of the menopause and the support options available for improving health and
wellbeing. We encourage professionals and women to participate in this global awareness
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raising campaign by printing and sharing these materials, organising events to engage their
communities, and sharing World Menopause Day social media posts.
The theme for World Menopause Day 2021 is Bone Health.

AWARDS & RECOGNITION
The Great Indian Kitchen wins the best Film award at the 51st KSFA
 Jeo Baby-directed "The Great Indian Kitchen", which revolves around the story of a newly-wed
couple in a traditional middle class family, bagged the titles for the best film and screenplay in
the 51st Kerala State Film Awards announced on Saturday.
 The small-budget movie, which shattered the myth of domesticity and raised some disturbing
questions against patriarchy, was a huge hit.
 Popular actors Jayasurya and Anna Ben were adjudged the the best actor and actress titles for
their stellar performances in the movies "Vellam" and "Kappela" respectively, while Siddharth
Siva bagged the recognition for the best director through his movie "Ennivar.
India's project Takachar wins Prince William's Earthshot Prize
 A Delhi-based entrepreneur's agricultural waste recycling project was named among the
winners of Prince William's inaugural Earthshot Prize, dubbed the "Eco Oscars", at a gala
ceremony in London on Sunday evening.
 Vidyut Mohan led Takachar was named the winner of the GBP 1 million prize for its cheap
technology innovation to convert crop residues into sellable bio-products in the "clean our air"
category.
 It was among five worldwide winners of the prize, created by William, the Duke of Cambridge,
to reward people trying to save the planet.
Veteran artist Veer Munshi to get Harmony India Award
 Veteran artist Veer Munshi, Kashmiri singer Prof Kailash Mehra and Sahitya Akademi awardee
Zareef Ahmad Zareef are among 16 eminent personalities of various fields in Jammu and
Kashmir to get this year's Harmony India Awards at a ceremony on Sunday.
 This is the 7th edition of the Harmony India Awards to be held on Sunday at Teacher's Bhawan.
 Creative personalities, artists, musicians, writers, social activists, theatre and visual artists,
journalists has felicitated for their outstanding contribution in the growth and development of
the nation.

Current Affairs PDF- October 17, 2021
NATIONAL
Anurag Thakur launches 'MyParkings' app for people to book parking slots online in Delhi
 The Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Anurag Singh Thakur inaugurated the
‘MyParkings’ app. The IOT technology-enabled app has been developed by Broadcast
Engineering Consultants India Limited (BECIL) with South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) to
digitize all authorized parking under SDMC municipal limits.
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The facility will be subsequently rolled out in other municipality divisions across India.
The main objective of the app is to help reduce pollution by minimising the time spent
searching for parking spots.
The MyParking App will offer an effortless solutions to users for hassle-free parking and booking
of online parking slots to park their vehicles without inconvenience.

BPCL launches automated fuelling technology UFill for customers
 The Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has launched an automated fuelling
technology called “UFill”, to provide a swift, secure and smart experience to its customers at
outlets by providing them with control of fuelling. The new digital technology obviates the need
to look at zero or final reading or any such offline manual interventions, to give complete
control to customers over Time, Technology and Transparency in fuelling experience.
 The UFill functionality can be used with any payment app like GPay, PayTM, PhonePe etc as well
as offers real-time QR and voucher codes through SMS.
 Additional if customers make payment in advance, and the amount paid in advance is partially
used, the balance amount is immediately refunded to the bank account of the customer.
Vishwakarma Vatika to be set up at Hunar Haats to promote and preserve precious traditional skills
of artisans and craftsmen
 The Government of India has decided to set up a “Vishwakarma Vatika” at every “Hunar Haats”
to protect, preserve and promote India’s glorious legacy of centuries-old skills of artisans and
craftsmen. The first such “Vishwakarma Vatika” has been set up in “Hunar Haat” at Rampur,
Uttar Pradesh, organised from October 16 to 25, 2021. The name is derived from the Hindu
deity “Vishwakarma” who is worshipped as the God of architects.
 The “Vishwakarma Vatika” will be inaugurated by Union Minister for Education and Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra Pradhan on October 16, 2021.
 The new initiative will provide a single stop place to proficient craftsmen, sculptors,
stonemasons, blacksmiths, carpenters, potters and other artisans from across the country, to
give live demonstrations of how India’s traditional art and craft and elegant indigenous
handmade products are made.
On Vijayadashami, PM Modi set to dedicate 7 new defence firms to the nation
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated seven new Defence PSUs, carved out of OFBs, to the
nation. These 7 new companies have been formed following the dissolution of the 200-year-old
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) w.e.f October 01, 2021. Under the OFB there were 41 factories
and 9 ancillary bodies.
 Now, these factories will be distributed among the seven newly created companies. Also, the
70,000 employees of these OFBs will be sent to the seven new entities, with no change in the
service condition of the employees.
India’s first mobile-based e-voting system developed in Telangana
 Telangana has developed India’s first smartphone-based eVoting solution considering the C-19
pandemic. The system will undergo a dry run in the form of a dummy election being conducted
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in Khammam district with the registration on the application open from October 8-18 and the
dummy voting on October 20.
The eVoting solution has been developed by Telangana State Election Commission (TSEC) with
the implementation support of the Emerging Technologies Wing of the IT Department of the
State and the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC).

Varanasi To Become Indias first City to Start Ropeway Service in Public Transportation
 Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh will become the first city in India to use ropeway services in public
transportation. Overall, Varanasi will be the third city in the world after Bolivia and Mexico City
to use ropeway in public transportation. The total cost of the ropeway project is Rs 424 crore.
The total distance of 4.2 km will be covered in just 15 minutes.
 The project will be executed on a public-private partnership model. The cost of the project will
be divided between the Centre and the state government at 80:20. Four stations of the
ropeway services pilot phase will be at the height of above 11 meters.
SPORTS
Chennai Super Kings wins IPL 2021
 Chennai Super Kings (CSK) has defeated Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in the finals to win the 2021
Indian Premier League (IPL) title.
 This was the 14th edition of IPL which is an India-based Cricket league in 20-20 format. This was
the 4th win of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in IPL, having previously won the tournament in 2010,
2011, and 2018.
IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2021: 17th October
 The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is observed every year on 17 October
across the globe. The day aims to raise awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and
destitution around the world, particularly in developing countries. 2021 Theme: Building
Forward Together: Ending Persistent Poverty, Respecting all People and our Planet”.
 This year marks the 27th anniversary of the declaration by the General Assembly, in its
resolution 47/196 of 22 December 1992, of 17 October as the International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty. This year also marks the 32nd anniversary of the Call to Action by Father
Joseph Wresinski — which inspired the observance of October 17 as the World Day for
Overcoming Extreme Poverty — and the recognition by the United Nations of the day as the
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.
37th Raising Day of National Security Guard 2021: 16th October
 The National Security Guard (NSG) force, popularly known as Black Cats, observes its Raising
Day on October 16, every year. The year 2021 marks the 37th anniversary of the establishment
of the NSG. NSG is an elite counter-terrorism unit under the Indian Ministry of Home Affairs.
 The NSG is a Federal Contingency force to deal with anti-terrorist activities. The NSG is a force
equipped and trained to deal with the specific situation and is therefore used in exceptional
circumstances to thwart serious acts of terrorism. It was established in 1984, NSG is popularly
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known as the Black Cats. It is an elite striking force in the country trained and equipped to
handle situations like a terrorist attack, hijacking, and hostage captivity.

