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 INTERNATIONAL 
European Union launches first green bond in October 2021 

 The European Commission issued its inaugural green bonds Tuesday, raising 12 billion euros 
($13.8 billion) from a sale that attracted strong demand from investors. 

 The EU's executive branch is planning to issue up to 250 billion euros in green bonds by the end 
of 2026 as part of its plans to finance the 27-nation bloc's recovery from the C-19 crisis. 

 
NATIONAL 

Tamil Nadu set to be first state to give kids C-19 vaccine 

 Tamil Nadu is to become the first in the country to administer C-19 vaccines to those aged 2-18 
years, said State Health Minister M Subramaniam on Wednesday. 

 The Centre has made a formal announcement on the vaccine and sent the proposal for an expert 
opinion, and once Tamil Nadu gets the nod, the State would be the first to administer the 
vaccine, Subramaniam told reporters here. 

 An expert panel of the Central drug authority has recommended granting emergency use 
authorisation to Bharat Biotech's Covaxin for children and adolescents in the 2 to 18 years age 
group with certain conditions. 

 If approved by the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI), it would be the second C-19 vaccine 
after Zydus Cadila's needle-free ZyCoV-D to receive EUA for use in those below 18 years. 

  
AIIMS Launched 'dental hygiene app' for children 

 The Department of Pediatric and Preventive Dentistry at AIIMS has launched a dental health 
education app for children to help them develop good oral health practices. 

 The “Healthy Smile” app is a bilingual app—developed through the AIIMS intermural research 
grant—has features such as a musical 2-minute brushing timer with “motivational songs”, 
brushing demonstration videos, preventive dental care tips, oral care tips for pregnancies, and 
FAQs. 

 AIIMS authorities said that this was felt to be required because dental caries was found to be 
prevalent in the pediatric population in the country to the extent of 40-50 percent. 

 
SPORTS 

MS Dhoni becomes first in world cricket to captain in 300 T20 Games 

 Chennai Super Kings skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni on Friday became the first player in world 
cricket to captain a team in 300 T20 games across various competitions, during his side's IPL 
summit clash against Kolkata Kight Riders here. 

 The 40-year-old former India captain, playing his 10th IPL final (ninth for CSK as captain), has led 
the 'Yellow Brigade' in 214 games across 12 editions that they have taken part out of the 14 IPL 
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seasons. 

 He has also led Rising Pune Supergiants during one IPL season apart from leading India in six T20 
World Cups. His crowning glory would certainly be leading India to the T20 World Cup title in 
South Africa back in 2007. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Ritesh Chauhan appointed as the CEO of PM Fasal Bima Yojana 

 Senior bureaucrat Ritesh Chauhan has been appointed as the chief executive officer (CEO) of the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) and Joint Secretary, Agriculture under the 
Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.  

 Chauhan will have a combined tenure of seven years up to September 22, 2023. He is a 2005-
batch IAS officer of the Himachal Pradesh cadre. He will succeed Ashish Kumar Bhutani, who was 
appointed in 2018. 

 
UCO Bank chief A K Goel is new IBA chairman, succeeds Union Bank MD 

 A K Goel, managing director and chief executive (MD & CEO) of UCO Bank has been elected as 
the chairman of Indian Bank’s Association (IBA) for 2021-22. He has replaced Rajkiran Rai G, MD 
& CEO, Union Bank of India.  

 IBA is a representative body of management of banking in India operating in India and is 
headquartered in Mumbai. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Food Day 2021: 16th October 

 World Food Day (WFD) is celebrated every year on 16 October across the globe to eradicate 
worldwide hunger from our lifetime. WFD also commemorates the date of the founding of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 1945. Theme 2021: “Safe food now 
for a healthy tomorrow”. 

 The main focus of this day is that food is a basic and fundamental human right. WFD 
commemorates the day in 1945 when the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) was founded. 

 
RANKING 

Global Hunger Index 2021: India ranks on 101st  

 India’s rank has dropped to the 101st position among 116 countries in the Global Hunger Index 
(GHI) 2021. In 2020, India was placed at 94th spot, out of 107 countries. The 2021 GHI score of 
India is recorded at 27.5 out of 50, which comes under the serious category. Neighbouring 
countries like Nepal (76), Bangladesh (76), Myanmar (71) and Pakistan (92) are also in the 
‘alarming’ hunger category but have fared better at feeding its citizens than India, according to 
the report. 

 A total of 18 countries, including China, Kuwait and Brazil, shares the top rank. The GHI score of 
these 18 nations is less than 5. This means that these countries suffer very less from hunger and 
malnutrition. 
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Forbes World’s Best Employer 2021 Ranking: Reliance Industries is on tops  

 Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries has topped the Indian corporates in the World’s Best 
Employers 2021 rankings published by Forbes. Globally, Reliance is placed at 52nd position 
among 750 global corporates. South Korean giant Samsung Electronics has topped the overall 
ranking as World’s Best Employers 2021, followed by US giants IBM, Microsoft, Amazon, Apple, 
Alphabet and Dell Technologies. 

 The World’s Best Employers 2021 has been prepared by Forbes in partnership with market 
research company Statista. 

 The ranking is based upon surveying 1,50,000 full-time and part-time workers from 58 countries 
working for multinational companies and institutions, where employees rated their employers 
on numerous points. 

 Parameters used during the survey for the ranking include the image, economic footprint, talent 
development, gender equality and social responsibility. 

  

Current Affairs PDF- October 15, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
India's first Atal Community Innovation Center launched by Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur 

 India’s 1st Atal Community Innovation Center (ACIC) was inaugurated at Vivekananda Global 
University, Jaipur (VGU). It will be the first centre in the country to be set up by the Government 
of India, Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and NITI Aayog. 

 ACIC aims to support and nurture innovative ideas that can take the shape of big ideas and help 
transform society for a better tomorrow. This center, started under the joint aegis of Atal 
Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and VGU, will benefit the hardworking, passionate and 
courageous businessmen of Rajasthan who want to take their business towards heights. 

  
Indian Army contingent departs for Indo-US Joint Military Exercise 'Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021' in Alaska 

 The 17th edition of the Joint Military Training Exercise “Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021” between the 
Indian Army and the United States Army, is scheduled to take place from October 15 to 29, 2021 
at Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska in USA. The Indian contingent will comprise of 350 
personnel of an Infantry Battalion Group. 

 The exercise will further enhance understanding, cooperation and interoperability between the 
two Armies. The previous version of the exercise was held at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in 
Bikaner, Rajasthan in February 2021. 

 The exercise aims at enhancing understanding, cooperation and interoperability between two 
Armies. 

 The joint exercise will focus on Combined Arms Manoeuvres in cold climatic conditions and is 
primarily aimed at sharing tactical level drills and learning best practices from each other. The 
exercise will culminate after a 48-hour long validation. 
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SPORTS 
Ireland's Amy Hunter becomes world's youngest ODI centurion 

 Ireland’s Amy Hunter hit 121 not out on her 16th birthday against Zimbabwe, making her the 
youngest batter to score an ODI century in either men’s or women’s cricket.  

 The Belfast batter – who was playing in only her fourth ODI – broke the record previously held by 
India’s Mithali Raj, scorer of a century against Ireland in 1999 when she was 16 years 205 days. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

World Steel Association elects JSW Steel's Sajjan Jindal as Chairman; becomes first Indian to hold the 
post 

 World Steel Association (WSA) has elected Sajjan Jindal, Chairman and Managing Director of JSW 
Steel Ltd, as Chairman for the year 2021-22. Jindal is the first representative from India to serve 
as Chairman of the WSA.  JSW Steel is the flagship business of the diversified $13 billion JSW 
Group and engaged in the manufacturing of iron and steel products in India and across the globe. 

 Worldsteel acts as the focal point for the steel industry, providing global leadership on all major 
strategic issues impacting the industry, particularly focusing on economic, environmental and 
social sustainability. Worldsteel members represent approximately 85% of the world’s steel 
production, including more than 160 steel producers, national and regional steel industry 
associations and steel research institutes. 

 
OYO names silver-medallist Paralympian Deepa Malik as independent director 

 Hospitality firm Oravel Stays Ltd (OYO) has appointed Deepa Malik, an Indian athlete and a silver-
medalist at the 2016 Paralympic Games, as an independent director on the company’s board of 
directors.  

 Malik’s experience and her passion for travel and adventure would be invaluable for OYO for 
years to come. Malik joins the board of OYO that has three other independent directors and one 
nominee director, besides Ritesh Agarwal being the chairman. 

  
OBITUARY 

Fertiliser major IFFCO's Chairman Balvinder Singh Nakai, 87, passed away 

 Fertiliser major IFFCO’s Chairman Balvinder Singh Nakai has passed away. He was an eminent 
farmer – cooperator and was deeply involved in providing strength to the Indian cooperative 
movement for the last three decades.  

 He made pioneering contributions towards empowering farmers. 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Student’s Day is celebrated on October 15 

 World Student’s Day is celebrated every year on October 15. The day is celebrated in honour of 
the birth anniversary of the former president of India, Late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. Since 2010, the 
United Nations Organisation (UNO) has marked October 15 as World Student’s Day in an attempt 
to acknowledge the efforts of Dr Kalam toward education and his students. The current year’s 
(2021) theme of World Students’ Day is “Learning for people, planet, prosperity and peace“. 
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 A.P.J Abdul Kalam was born on 15 October 1931 at Dhanushkodi, Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. His 
full name was Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam. 

 In 2002, he was elected as the President of India and before becoming president he was working 
with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) as an aerospace engineer. 

 
International Day of Rural Women 2021: 15th October 

 The International Day of Rural Women is observed globally on 15 October each year. The day 
recognizes the crucial role of women and girls in ensuring the sustainability of rural households 
and communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall well-being. In India, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare observes the day as the Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas since 
2016, to increase the active participation of women in agriculture. 

 This International Day, under the theme “Rural women cultivating good food for all”, let’s 
recognize the work of these heroines in the food systems of the world, and let’s claim rural areas 
with equal opportunities for all. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Satya Nadella-led Microsoft team wins C.K. Prahalad Award 

 Indian American Microsoft CEO, Satya Nadella has won the prestigious C K Prahlad award for 
Global Business Sustainability Leadership for the year 2021, along with three other top leaders of 
Microsoft. The four top Microsoft leaders have received the Award for their collaborative 
leadership to transform Microsoft into a carbon negative company by 2030 and remove all its 
historical emissions by 2050. 

 Apart from Nadella, Microsoft’s President and Vice-Chair Brad Smith, Chief financial officer Amy 
Hood and chief environment officer Lucas Joppa have shared the award for Global Business 
Sustainability Leadership. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

Kotak Mahindra Bank launched Micro ATMs across the India 

 The private lender Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd has announced the launch of Micro ATMs across the 
country. Customers of all banks who possess a debit card can use a Kotak Micro ATM for key 
banking services such as cash withdrawals and checking account balances. A mini version of an 
ATM, micro ATMs are small handheld devices. The bank will use its extensive Business 
Correspondents (BC) network to launch micro ATMs. 

 The micro ATM is a simple, innovative and highly effective solution to deliver essential banking 
services such as cash withdrawals in a convenient manner to people residing in relatively remote 
locations. 

 It is a viable alternative to a regular ATM, allowing for faster expansion and increasing banking 
touchpoints for consumers. Kotak’s network of micro ATMs across the country will help 
customers of all banks (Kotak and non-Kotak customers) get easy access to their bank accounts 
and promote financial inclusion.”     
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INTERNATIONAL 
India agrees to $200 mn Line of Credit to support projects in Kyrgyzstan 

 India announced a $200-million line of credit for Kyrgyzstan and signed an agreement to carry 
out small but high impact projects for community development in the Central Asian state. The 
two initiatives were among several measures announced by external affairs minister S 
Jaishankar at the end of a two-day visit to Kyrgyzstan. 

 External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar held “constructive” talks with the top Kyrgyz leadership to 
boost bilateral ties, including defence cooperation and discussed global issues like Afghanistan. 
Jaishankar, who arrived as part of his four-day visit to Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Armenia with 
an aim to further expand bilateral ties with the three Central Asian countries, called on Kyrgyz 
President Sadyr Japarov and discussed with him expanding economic between the two 
countries. 

 
NATIONAL 

Haryana Govt Issues Order Banning Employees From Being Part Of Political Parties 
 Facing farmers’ protests over new farm laws for over a year now, the Haryana government has 

banned the participation of its employees in politics and elections. A notification has also been 
issued from the office of the chief secretary in this regard while implementing Haryana Civil 
Services (Government Employees Conduct) Rules, 2016. 

 The administrative secretaries, heads of department, managing directors, chief administrators 
of boards, corporations, divisional commissioners, deputy commissioners of Haryana, registrar 
of universities of Haryana and registrar (general), Punjab and Haryana High Court have been 
directed to ensure compliance of Rules 9 and 10 of Haryana Civil Services (Government 
Employees’ Conduct) Rules, 2016 in letter and in spirit. Any violation of the same should invite 
immediate and strict disciplinary action. 

 
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Arun Kumar Mishra appointed EESL's chief executive officer 
 Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a joint venture of Public Sector Undertakings under 

the Ministry of Power has announced the appointment of Arun Kumar Mishra as chief executive 
officer (CEO) on deputation. He will be responsible for EESL’s operations across the nation. 

 EESL, an energy service company (ESCO), is among the earliest entrants in India’s energy 
efficiency market estimated at around Rs.74,000 crores and is presently running the world’s 
largest domestic lighting programme. With India rolling out the world’s largest electricity smart 
metering programme, EESL and IntelliSmart, its joint venture with India’s quasi-sovereign 
wealth fund National Investments and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), have been present in India’s 
smart meter programme space. 

 
Former IAS Amit Khare appointed as advisor to Prime Minister 

 Former bureaucrat Amit Khare, who last month retired as higher education secretary, has been 
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appointed as advisor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for two years on contract basis. Mr 
Khare, a 1985 batch (retired) IAS officer of Jharkhand cadre, had superannuated on September 
30. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Khare as advisor 
to the prime minister in Prime Minister’s Office, in the rank and scale of secretary to 
government of India. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Standards Day 2021: 14th October 
 World Standards Day or International Standards Day is observed globally on 14 October every 

year. The day aims to raise awareness about the importance of standardisation to the global 
economy among consumers, regulators and industry. 

 World Standards Day 2021 theme is “Standards for sustainable development goals – shared 
vision for a better world”. 

 The date was chosen to mark the first gathering of delegates in 1956 from 25 countries in 
London who decided to create an international organisation for facilitating standardisation. The 
ISO was formed a year later in 1947. However, the first World Standards Day was celebrated in 
1970. 

 
International E-Waste Day 2021: 14th October 

 The International E-Waste Day (IEWD) is celebrated on 14 October every year since 2018, to 
promote the correct disposal of e-waste throughout the world with the aim to increase re-use, 
recovery and recycling rates. 2021 is the fourth edition of the International E-Waste Day. This 
year’s International E-Waste Day will focus on the crucial part each of us has in making 
circularity a reality for e-products. 

 The theme for 2021 IEWD is “Consumer is the key to Circular Economy!”. The day was 
developed in 2018 by the WEEE Forum, an international association of e-waste collection 
schemes, with the support of its members. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Dr Randeep Guleria bags Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award for Excellence 
 The Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu presented the 22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award 

for Excellence to the eminent pulmonologist and Director of the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Dr Randeep Guleria at Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas. He lauded Dr Guleria’s devotion 
to duty and in nurturing the Department of Pulmonary Medicine and Sleep Disorders in AIIMS. 

 Dr Randeep Guleria’s stellar role in creating awareness about the pandemic in recent times has 
not only been reassuring for all of us but has also soothed the frayed nerves of every person 
who has met, seen, or heard him speak on multiple forums on various aspects related to COVID 
19. Dr Guleria is widely respected for his ground-breaking work in his chosen field and is known 
to be a highly efficient and dedicated hospital administrator, as well. 
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RANKING 
India retains 3rd position in renewable energy investment attractiveness index 

 India has retained the third position in the 58th Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index 
(RECAI) released by the consultancy firm Ernst & Young (EY). According to the report, the US, 
mainland China and India continue to retain the top three rankings and Indonesia is a new 
entrant to the RECAI. 

 The 2021 RECAI ranks the world’s top 40 global markets (nations) on the attractiveness of their 
renewable energy investment and deployment opportunities. With the environment, social and 
governance (ESG) measures soaring to the top of the agenda for companies and investors, 
RECAI also highlights that corporate power purchase agreements (PPAs) are emerging as a key 
driver of clean energy growth. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

RBI grants small finance bank licence to consortium of Centrum and BharatPe 
 The Reserve Bank of India has granted a banking licence to Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd 

(USFBL), which was established jointly by the Centrum Financial Services Ltd (CFSL) and Resilient 
Innovations Private Limited (BharatPe), to carry on a SFB business in India. It is the first time 
ever that two partners are uniting equally to build a Bank. The proposed business model is one 
of collaboration and open architecture, uniting all its stakeholders to deliver a seamless digital 
experience. 

 RBI had accorded “in-principle” approval to CFSL, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Centrum Capital, 
on June 18 to set up a small finance bank (SFB). Centrum’s MSME and Micro Finance businesses 
shall be merged into Unity Small Finance Bank. 

 
Retail inflation eases to 4.35% in September  

 Retail inflation declined to 4.35 per cent in September, mainly due to lower food prices, 
according to government data released. The Consumer Price Index-based (CPI) inflation was at 
5.30 per cent in August and at 7.27 per cent in September 2020. As per the data released by the 
National Statistical Office (NSO), the inflation in the food basket eased to 0.68 per cent in 
September 2021, significantly down from 3.11 per cent in the preceding month. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which mainly factors in CPI-based inflation while arriving at its 
bi-monthly monetary policy, has been tasked by the government to keep it at 4 per cent, with a 
tolerance band of 2 per cent on either side. 

 The CPI headline momentum is moderating, which combined with favourable base effects in the 
coming months could bring about a substantial softening in inflation in the near term.  
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NATIONAL 
Government of India launched ‘My Port App’  

 The Centre government has launched ‘MyPortApp’ in Kolkata for digital monitoring of port 
operation. It has been launched for promoting transparency and to provide port-related 
information. The app has been launched for those port users who want to use various port 
services. It includes all facts about the port digitally. 

 The app incorporates information related to Vessel Berthing, Rake & Indent, Rake Receipt, 
Container Status, Tariff, Bills, Port Holidays and can be accessed anywhere 24×7. 

 
PM Modi addressed 28th National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)Foundation Day programme 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressing at the 28th National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) Foundation Day programme, through video conferencing, in New Delhi on 
October 12, 2021. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has addressed the 28th NHRC Foundation Day programme, 
through video conferencing on October 12, 2021, in the presence of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and NHRC chairperson. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India is a 
Statutory public body constituted on 12 October 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights 
Act 1993, for the promotion and protection of human rights and dignity of the marginalised. 

 The Prime Minister concluded by mentioning the human rights of future generations. He 
emphasized that with measures like International Solar Alliance, renewable energy goals and 
Hydrogen Mission, India is rapidly moving in the direction of sustainable life and eco-friendly 
growth. 

 
Adani Group takes over management of Jaipur International Airport from AAI 

 Gautam Adani-led Adani Group has took over the responsibilities of the Jaipur International 
Airport from the Airports Authority of India (AAI). The airport has been leased out to the group 
by the government of India for a period of 50 years. For the last two months, officials from 
Adani group have been observing operations at the airport. Airport director J S Balhara handed 
over a symbolic key of the airport to Chief Airport Officer Adani Jaipur International Ltd Vishnu 
Jha in the presence of other officials. 

 Jaipur airport is the 11th busiest airport in India in daily scheduled flight operations. Located in 
the southern suburb of Sanganer, the airport was granted the status of the international airport 
on 29 December 2005. The civil apron can accommodate 14 aircraft and the new terminal 
building can handle up to 1,000 passengers at a time. 

 
Delhi Government launched ‘Desh Ke Mentor’ Programme for career guidance 

 Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched a programme under which students of Delhi 
government schools will be provided guidance on career choices by citizens who are successful 
in their respective fields. The ‘Desh ke mentor’ programme entails ‘adopting’ one to 10 
government school students who can be mentored by citizens who are successful in their 
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respective fields. The Delhi government had in August announced that Bollywood actor Sonu 
Sood will be the brand ambassador for the mentors’ programme. 

 Mentors will take out 10 minutes every week to guide students over the phone. Interested 
citizens can adopt between one to 10 children studying in the city’s government schools as part 
of the initiative. 

 
SPORTS 

ISSF Junior World Championship : Indian Shooters win 43 medals 
 The 2021 International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior World Championship 

Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun was held at Lima in Peru. The Indian shooters claimed a historic win with 43 
medals to stand atop in the medal table. These included 17 Gold, 16 Silver and 10 Bronze 
medals. The USA finished second on the medal table with 21 medals including six gold, eight 
silver and six bronze. 

 Meanwhile, Manu Bhaker created a milestone record of becoming the first Indian shooter to 
win the highest number of medals in a single edition of the ISSF Junior World Championships, 
with as many as five medals. These included 4 gold medals and a bronze. 

 
FIFA unveils ‘Ibha’ - official mascot of U-17 2022 Women's World Cup 

 World football body, FIFA has unveiled the official mascot of the U-17 Women’s World Cup 
India 2022 “Ibha” an Asiatic lioness representing women power. The tournament will be held in 
India from October 11-30 next year. The announcement coincided with the International Day of 
the Girl Child. 

 According to a release issued by the global body, Ibha aims to inspire women and girls across 
India and around the world to realise their potential. Ibha is a strong, playful and charming 
Asiatic lioness that aims to inspire and encourage women and girls by using teamwork, 
resilience, kindness and empowering others. 

 
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

BharatPe appointed Rajnish Kumar as Chairman of board 
 The fintech startup, BharatPe has appointed former State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman Rajnish 

Kumar as the Chairman of its board. 
 The former SBI chairman will work closely with the top officials of the company on key business 

and regulatory initiatives. He will also take part in defining BharatPe’s long-term and short-term 
strategy. 

 
Alexander Schellenberg appointed as Austria’s new Chancellor 

 Alexander Schellenberg was elected as Austrian Chancellor after the resignation of Sebastian 
Kurz. Sebastian Kurz resigned because of his involvement in a corruption scandal. Apart from 
Alexander, Michael Linhardt joined in for the role of foreign minister. He was the former 
ambassador to France. The appointment of both persons helped in ending the crisis within the 
Austrian government, the Austrian People’s Party and Green Party Coalition. 

 Alexander Schellenberg is a graduate from the College of Europe. He was a career diplomat & 
became a mentor to Sebastian Kurz when he became a foreign minister. Kurz selected him as 
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the director of strategic foreign policy planning as well as the head of the European 
department. 

 
Chief Economic Adviser KV Subramanian Resigns 

 The Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) KV Subramanian has decided to return to academia after the 
completion of his three-year term in the Finance Ministry of India. KV Subramanian had taken 
over the charge of Chief Economic Adviser on December 7, 2018. The appointment was made 
nearly five months after his predecessor Arvind Subramanian had stepped down. 

 KV Subramanian, earlier in his career, had been part of the expert committees for the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Subramanian has also been 
well-versed with the private sector, with brief stints in top corporates including ICICI Bank, 
JPMorgan Chase, and Tata Consultancy Services. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day for Disaster Reduction 2021: 13th October 
 The United Nations International Day for Disaster Reduction is held annually on 13 October 

since 1989. The day is celebrated to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster 
reduction and also celebrates how people and communities around the world are reducing their 
exposure to disasters and raising awareness about the importance of reining in the risks that 
they face. 

 The theme of the 2021 International Day for Disaster Reduction is “International cooperation 
for developing countries to reduce their disaster risk and disaster losses”.  

 

Current Affairs PDF- October 12, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Tamil Nadu has been awarded a geographical indication (GI) as 'Kanyakumari clove' 

 The unique clove spice grown in the hills of Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nadu has been 
awarded a geographical indication (GI) as ‘Kanyakumari clove’. In India, the total production of 
cloves is 1,100 metric tons and of this, 1,000 metric tons is produced in Tamil Nadu every year 
while 750 metric tons of cloves are produced in the Kanyakumari district alone. 

 Apart from this, the traditional dye-painted figurative and patterned cloth called Karuppur 
kalamkari paintings and the wood carvings of Kallakurichi from Tamil Nadu have also received 
GI tags. 

 
The 2021 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 

 The 2021 Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) Report was jointly released by UNDP and the 
Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 

 The report provides estimates on multidimensional poverty across 109 developing countries 
(with data from surveys ranging 2009-2019/2020); These include 26 low-income countries, 80 
middle-income countries and 3 high-income countries. The index measures each person’s 
deprivations across 10 indicators divided into three equally weighted dimensions. 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the (ISpA) via video-conferencing 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Indian Space Association (ISpA) via 
videoconferencing. Its founding members include Bharti Airtel, Larsen & Toubro, Nelco (Tata 
Group), OneWeb, Mapmyindia, Walchandnagar Industries and Ananth Technology Limited. 

 Other core members include Godrej, Hughes India, Azista-BST Aerospace Private Limited, BEL, 
Centum Electronics and Maxar India. 

 The ISpA is a private industry body that will act as a premier industry body for space and 
satellite companies in the country. ISpA will be represented by homegrown and global 
corporations with advanced capabilities in space and satellite technologies. ISpA will work 
towards boosting space technology in India, with focus on capacity building and space economic 
hubs and incubators in India. 

 
The Indian Railways launched two long haul freight trains ‘Trishul’, ‘Garuda’ 

 The Indian Railways has launched two long haul freight trains “Trishul” and “Garuda” — which 
are twice or multiple times longer than the normal composition of freight trains. These long 
haul trains provide a very effective solution to the problem of capacity constraints in critical 
sections. These trains are twice or multiple times longer than the normal composition of freight 
trains and provide a very effective solution to the problem of capacity constraints in critical 
sections. 

 Trishul is the first long haul train of South Central Railway (SCR) and consists of 177 wagons, or 
equal to three freight trains. It was launched from the Kondapalli station of the Vijayawada 
division to the Khurda division of the East Coast Railway. 

 The train ‘Garuda’ was launched from Raichur of Guntakal division to Manuguru of 
Secunderabad division. Both the long haul trains had empty open wagons to be used to load 
coal meant for predominantly thermal power stations. 

 
 Union Minister Jyotiraditya M. Scindia flags off the Doon Drone Mela 

 Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia has flagged off the Doon Drone Mela 
2021 in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. Minister flagged off the event with a paragliding 
demonstration and also interacted with the drone companies exhibiting their prototypes at the 
Doon Drone Mela. The day marked the demonstration of the Drone & Aerosports 
Demonstrations that included a paragliding demonstration by the Border Security Force, a 
Paramotor demonstration by Harsh Sachan, and an agriculture spraying drone demonstration 
by IoTechWorld Aviation & Dhaksha. 

 Furthermore, the event also included an emergency search & response drone demonstration 
with an indigenously 3D-printed drone by the Drone Application and Research Centre (DARC) & 
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF). It was followed by a brief survey drone demonstration by 
the Aarav Unmanned Systems (AUS) under the SVAMITVA Scheme along with a training drone 
demonstration by Sqn Ldr Varsha Kukreti (Retd). 
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APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 
President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the appointment of chief justices to eight high courts in the 
country 

 The Government notified the appointments of eight and transfer of five chief justices of high 
courts. Eight High Courts will get new Chief Justices, and five Chief Justices have been 
transferred. The clearance in the 13 High Courts was considered crucial as some of them have 
been making do with Acting Chief Justices. 
Five Chief Justices have been transferred: 

 The government cleared the transfer of Tripura High Court Chief Justice A.A. Kureshi to the 
Rajasthan High Court. 

 Justice Indrajit Mahanty, Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, would take over as Tripura 
Chief Justice. 

 Chief Justice Mohammad Rafiq of Madhya Pradesh has been appointed as the Chief Justice of 
the Himachal Pradesh High Court. 

 Chief Justice Biswanath Somadder of the Meghalaya High Court has been transferred as the 
Chief Justice of the Sikkim High Court. 

 Justice A.K. Goswami has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Chhattisgarh High Court. He 
is presently the Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court. 
Newly appointed Chief Justice: 

 Justice Rajesh Bindal, Acting Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court, was appointed as the Chief 
Justice of the Allahabad High Court. 

 Justice Ranjit V. More has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High Court. 
 Justice Satish Chandra Sharma, Acting Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court, has been 

appointed as the Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court. 
 Justice Prakash Srivastava, a Madhya Pradesh High Court judge, has been appointed as the Chief 

Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
 Justice R.V. Malimath has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High 

Court. 
 Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court. 
 Justice Aravind Kumar has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court. 
 Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra would take over as the Chief Justice of the Andhra Pradesh High 

Court. 
  

OBITUARY 
Renown actor Nedumudi Venu passed away 

 National Award-winning actor Nedumudi Venu has passed away. He won three National Film 
Awards, and six Kerala State Film Awards for his performances. Nedumudi Venu began his 
career as a theatre artist with the plays of Kavalam Narayana Panicker. 

 He made his debut in films with Thambu, directed by G Aravindan in 1978. Known for his work 
in Malayalam and Tamil movies, Venu acted in over 500 movies. 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Arthritis Day 2021: 12th  October 
 The World Arthritis Day is observed every year on October 12 to raise awareness about arthritis, 

an inflammatory condition that causes pain and stiffness in joints that can worsen with age. This 
day was started by Arthritis and Rheumatism International (ARI) in 1996 in order to spread 
awareness about arthritis and encourage policymakers to help reduce the burden of arthritis. 
The World Arthritis Day theme 2021 is Don’t Delay, Connect Today: Time2Work.. 

 Arthritis is a disease that affects your joints (areas where your bones meet and move). Arthritis 
usually involves inflammation or degeneration (breakdown) of your joints. These changes can 
cause pain when you use the joint. Arthritis is most common in the following areas of the body: 
Feet. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Telugu Filmmaker B Gopal Chosen for Satyajit Ray Award 
 Well-known Telugu filmmaker B Gopal, alias Bejawada Gopal, has been chosen for the fourth 

Satyajit Ray Award for his overall contribution to Indian cinema. Gopal has directed 30 films 
Telugu films and two Hindi movies. He was selected by a panel comprising Malayalam 
filmmaker Balu Kiriyath, music director Perumbavoor G Raveendranath and others. 

 The award is instituted by the Satyajit Ray Film Society Kerala, a state-based organisation, the 
award comprises Rs 10,000 cash prize, a memento, and a plaque. 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘The Custodian of Trust A Banker’s Memoir’ by Rajnish Kumar 
 Former Chairman of the State Bank of India (SBI) Rajnish Kumar has come out with his memoir 

titled ‘The Custodian of Trust – A Banker’s Memoir’. The book has been published by Penguin 
Random House India. 

 It gave a rare insight of how the financial system in our country works. The Custodian of Trust 
presents Kumar’s journey from a modest house in the old city of Meerut to being a 
probationary officer in SBI in 1980 and growing to the post of Chairman in 2017. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- October 11, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Telangana , Uttarakhand introduced mobile court units 

 Telangana and Uttarakhand have become the first states in the country to introduce mobile 
court units to allow witnesses and victims, including women and children, to record evidence 
from remote locations under circumstances which do not permit them to appear before courts 
in person. 

 The aim is to allow recording of evidence of women and child victims or witnesses, doctors and 
medical practitioners and investigation officers on demand. The mobile court unit facility is 
meant for subordinate courts. 
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Railways launched two long haul freight trains Trishul and Garuda 

 The Indian Railways has launched two long haul freight trains "Trishul" and "Garuda" -- which 
are twice or multiple times longer than the normal composition of freight trains. These long 
haul trains provide a very effective solution to the problem of capacity constraints in critical 
sections. 

 Trishul is South Central Railway (SCR)'s first long haul train comprising three freight trains, i.e. 
177 wagons. This train was launched on Thursday from the Kondapalli station of the Vijayawada 
division to the Khurda division of the East Coast Railway. 

 SCR followed it up with the running of yet another similar train 'Garuda' on Friday from Raichur 
of Guntakal division to Manuguru of Secunderabad division. 

 
Parliamentary Standing committees for 2021-22 reconstituted 

 Various department-related Parliamentary Standing Committees were reconstituted on 
Saturday by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla in consultation with Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah 
Naidu. 

 Bharatiya Janata Party member Sushil Kumar Modi has been appointed the new chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice, in place of 
Bhupender Yadav who has become a minister. 

 Congress MP Anand Sharma will continue to head the Parliamentary panel on Home Affairs and 
Jairam Ramesh will retain the chairmanship of the Committee on Science and Technology, 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change. 

 
SPORTS 

Valtteri Bottas Wins Turkish Grand Prix 2021 
 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) has won the F1 Turkish Grand Prix 2021, held on October 10, 

2021. This is his first title of this season. Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) came second 
while Sergio Perez (Mexico- Red Bull) finished third. Meanwhile, Lewis Hamilton finished fifth. 

 
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Harpreet Kochhar Appointed President of Public Health Agency of Canada 
 A senior Indo-Canadian scientist has been appointed president of the Public Health Agency of 

Canada or PHAC, replacing an incumbent who has had a controversial tenure which included 
being censured by the speaker of the House of Commons. 

 Dr Harpreet S Kochhar, currently a senior bureaucrat with Health Canada, the country’s health 
ministry, with the designation of associate deputy minister of health, will assume charge later 
this month, replacing Iain Stewart. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Postal Day 2021: 10th October 
 In India, the National Postal Day is celebrated annually on 10 October, as an extension of World 

Post Day, which is celebrated on 9 October. The Day aims to commemorate the role played by 
the Indian postal department for the past 150 years, which was founded in 1854 by Lord 
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Dalhousie. Indian postal service is an integral part of India. The postal services in India have 
given the best performance despite the diversity in culture, tradition and difficult geographical 
terrains. 

 PIN in Pincode stands for Postal Index Number. The 6-digit PIN system was introduced by 
Shriram Bhikaji Velankar, an additional secretary in the Union Ministry of Communications on 
15 August 1972. The first digit of the PIN code marks the region. The second digit denotes the 
sub-region. The third digit marks the district. The last three digits show the post office under 
which a particular address falls. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Benyamin chosen for Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial literary Award 
 Writer Benyamin has been chosen for the coveted Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial Literary 

Award. His Manthalirile 20 Communist Varshangal fetched Benyamin the honour, which 
comprises a purse of `1 lakh and a bronze statue designed by Kanayi Kunjiraman. The award 
function will be held at the Nishagandhi auditorium at 5.30 pm on October 27, the death 
anniversary of Vayalar. 

 The jury chaired by Perumbadavam Sreedharan had K R Meera, George Onakkoor and C 
Unnikrishnan as its members. Works, including prose, poetry and literary criticism, published in 
the previous five years till 2020 were considered for the award. As a preliminary step before 
deciding on the final choice, 550 people were asked to submit their suggestions. Of them, 169 
people responded and they suggested 197 works. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

Reliance New Energy Solar acquires rec solar holdings for $771 million 
 Reliance New Energy Solar(RNESL) today said that it has acquired 100% shareholding of REC 

Solar Holdings AS (REC Group) from China National Bluestar (Group) Co Ltd., for a value of $771 
million. 

 The purchase by Reliance New Energy Solar Ltd (RNESL) follows the June announcement by RIL - 
operator of the world's biggest refining complex - that it would invest $10.1 billion in clean 
energy over three years in a drive to become net carbon zero by 2035. 

 
PNB launches ‘6S Campaign’ under customer outreach programme 

 Punjab National Bank (PNB) has launched ‘6S Campaign’ under a customer outreach programme 
to extend financial services at a concessional rate during the festival season. The ‘6S Campaign’ 
encapsulates different schemes such as – Swabhiman, Samruddhi, Sampark and Shikhar, 
Sankalp and Swagat. The objective is to drive a special awareness campaign for the 
development of financial services in the country and to accelerate credit growth, improve 
penetration of social security schemes and drive digital banking push. 

 Through Swabhimaan, the Bank aims to aggressively push the financial inclusion agenda by 
deepening penetration of the three Jan Suraksha or Social Security Schemes pertaining to the 
insurance and pension sector namely, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, and Atal Pension Yojana. 

 Under the Samruddhi scheme, Bank aims to drive credit outreach for the agricultural sector 
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which is the cornerstone of the Indian economy.   
 

Current Affairs PDF- October 10, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
World Health Organization: World’s First Malaria Vaccine Approved 

 (WHO) is recommending widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) malaria vaccine among 
children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with moderate to high P. falciparum malaria 
transmission. The recommendation is based on results from an ongoing pilot programme in 
Ghana, Kenya & Malawi that has reached more than 800 000 children since 2019. 

 The vaccine is developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). Many vaccines exist 
against viruses and bacteria but this was the first time that the WHO recommended broad use 
of a vaccine against a human parasite. The vaccine acts against Plasmodium falciparum, one of 
five parasite species and the most deadly. The symptoms of malaria are fever, headaches, and 
muscle pain, then cycles of chills, fever, and sweating. 

  
India, UK begin two-week military exercise in Uttarakhand 

 The 6th Edition of India–UK Joint Company Level Military Training EXERCISE AJEYA WARRIOR has 
commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand. The exercise is part of an initiative to develop 
interoperability and sharing expertise with friendly foreign nations. Armies would familiarise 
themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques, etc. 

 The troops of the two countries will also share the experiences that they have learnt during the 
conduct of several military operations in their respective countries and overseas engagements. 
The exercise will conclude with a gruelling 48 hours exercise to validate the performance of 
both armies in conducting joint military operations in a semi-urban environment. 

  
India officially Joins HAC for Nature and People 

 India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, a group of more than 
70 countries encouraging the adoption of the global goal to protect at least 30 per cent of the 
world’s land and ocean by 2030 (30×30). India is the first of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) bloc of major emerging economies to join the HAC. 

 India’s announcement comes in the lead up to a high-level biodiversity meeting in China from 
October 11 to 15. India joining the High Ambition Coalition is a real game-changer and will 
boost our multilateral efforts. Stating that India is a major player for biodiversity protection, the 
French ambassador informed that this coalition aims to promote an international agreement to 
protect at least 30 % the of world’s land and ocean by 2030. 

  
NATIONAL 

Newest Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh approved by National Tiger Conservation Authority 
 National Tiger Conservation Authority has approved the Chhattisgarh government’s proposal to 

declare the combined areas of the Guru Ghasidas National Park & Tamor Pingla Wildlife 
Sanctuary as a Tiger Reserve. 
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 It is located in the northern part of the state, bordering Madhya Pradesh & Jharkhand. This is 
the 4th Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh (Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, Indravati). 

  
2021 State of the Education Report for India: UNESCO 

 On the Occasion of the World Teachers’ Day (5th October), the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launched its 2021 State of the Education Report 
(SOER) for India: “No Teacher, No Class”. This publication is the annual flagship report of 
UNESCO New Delhi and it is based on extensive research. This third edition of the State of 
Education Report focused on the theme of teachers, teaching and teacher education. Access to 
the internet in schools is 19 per cent all over India. 

 The Higher proportion of women teachers: Chandigarh, Delhi, Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu 
 The lower proportion of women teachers: Tripura, Assam, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Bihar. 

  
Telangana: Bathukamma festival begins in the state 

 The nine-day floral festival has begun in Telangana. The festival began with excitement as the 
women were dressed in traditional clothes and colourful processions were carried out in 
Telangana, the Bathukamma festival is celebrated during Durga Navratri. 

 Bathukamma festival begins on the day of Mahalaya Amavasya and the festival continues till 
nine days, ending on the day of Durgashtami. 

  
OBITUARY 

85 year old, ‘Father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb’ Abdul Qadeer Khan passed away 
 Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, the man regarded as the “Father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb”, has 

passed away, He was 85. 
 The atomic scientist, Dr Khan was hailed as a national hero for transforming Pakistan into the 

world’s first Islamic nuclear power and for his contributions in enhancing the country’s defence 
capabilities. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Mental Health Day 2021: 10th October 
 World Mental Health Day is observed every year on 10 October globally for global mental health 

education, awareness and advocacy against social stigma. The overall objective of World Mental 
Health Day is to raise awareness of mental health issues around the world and to mobilize 
efforts in support of mental health. The theme for World Mental Health Day 2021 is ‘Mental 
health in an unequal world’. 

 World Mental Health Day was first observed on October 10, 1992, as an annual activity of the 
World Federation for Mental Health. The Day provides an opportunity for all stakeholders 
working on mental health issues to talk about their work, and what more needs to be done to 
make mental health care a reality for people worldwide. 

  
World Day Against the Death Penalty 2021: 10th October 

 The World Day Against the Death Penalty is observed every year on 10 October. It is a day to 
advocate for the abolition of the death penalty and to raise awareness of the conditions and the 
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circumstances which affect prisoners with death sentences. The theme for 2021 is “Women 
Sentenced to Death: An Invisible Reality.” 

 The day was first organised by the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty in 2003. 2021 
marks the 19th World Day Against the Death Penalty.  
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