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INTERNATIONAL 
Bill Gates and EU pledge $1 billion boost for green technology 

 The European Union and an energy investment programme founded by Bill Gates plan to raise 
up to $1 billion to roll out the low-carbon technologies Europe is betting on to meet its climate 
change goals. The partnership would see Gates-founded Breakthrough Energy use private capital 
and philanthropic funds to match funding provided by the EU. 

 The aim is to together provide up to 820 million euros, or $1 billion, from 2022 to 2026. Support 
will target hydrogen produced from renewable energy, sustainable aviation fuels, technology to 
suck CO2 out of the atmosphere, and long-duration energy storage. Those technologies are seen 
as critical to slashing emissions from sectors like heavy industry and aviation but remain too 
expensive to scale up without support and compete with cheaper fossil fuel alternatives. 

 
World’s first CO2 neutral cement plant in Sweden 

 HeidelbergCement, the world’s second-largest cement maker, plans to turn its Swedish factory in 
Slite into the world’s first CO2-neutral cement plant by 2030 via carbon capture technology.  

 Following the planned retrofit, which will cost at least 100 million euros ($122 million), the plant 
will be able to capture up to 1.8 million tonnes of carbon dioxide per year. 

 

NATIONAL 
Asia’s first International Memory Studies Workshop hosted by IIT Madras  

 Indian Institute of Technology Madras’ Centre for Memory Studies recently hosted virtually 
Asia’s first International Memory Studies Workshop. Indian Network for Memory Studies (INMS), 
the first national network in the field in Asia under the aegis of the International Memory Studies 
Association, Amsterdam. 

 This international workshop on Memory Studies, the first of its kind in Asia, precedes the official 
launch of the Indian Network for Memory Studies (INMS). 

 The launch of the INMS will take place in mid-June 2021 through a virtual event at IIT Madras. 
 
Gujarat’s Vishwamitri river project gets NGT nod 

 The Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) recently directed the Vadodara 
Municipal Corporation (VMC), Gujarat and other authorities to implement the Vishwamitri River 
Action Plan, including preparation for demarcation, plantation and maintaining the integrity of 
the river. The crocodiles, turtles & highly protected species have been breeding in the stretches 
of the river. 

 In its order, the NGT has observed that the river consists of catchments, floodplains, tributaries, 
ponds, river-bed and adjoining ravines which, along with the soils and vegetation on both sides, 
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is the river’s natural mechanism to retain the additional water, prevent floods and provide 
habitat for various species. The NGT has observed that the Vishwamitri River in Vadodara is 
among the 351 polluted river stretches identified by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), 
and the restoration of such stretches has also been “exhaustively considered” by the Tribunal in 
another hearing of a petition by the same applicants. 

 

SPORTS 
Djokovic Wins Belgrade open 

 World No. 1 Novak Djokovic captured the 83rd title of his career with victory on home soil at the 
Belgrade Open.  

 The Serbian superstar lost his serve three times in the first set before changing his game to 
defeat Slovakian qualifier and first-time ATP Tour finalist Alex Molcan 6-4, 6-3 in 88 minutes at 
the Novak Tennis Center. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Vivek Ram Chaudhari appointed as IAF Vice Chief 

 The Indian Air Force will see a number of changes at the top as Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
has been appointed as the next Vice Chief of Air Staff in the Air headquarters.  

 Air Marshal Ballabha Radha Krishna would be succeeding Chaudhari at the Western Command in 
Delhi while Air Marshal RJ Duckworth would be taking charge of the Central Air Command in 
Prayagraj. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Environment Day 2021: 5th June 

 World Environment Day is observed globally on 5th June every year. This day is observed to raise 
awareness about protecting the environment and to remind people not to take nature for 
granted. The day provides an opportunity to broaden the “basis for an enlightened opinion and 
responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises, and communities in preserving and enhancing 
the environment.” 

 The theme of this year’s World Environment Day is ‘Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.’ as this year 
marks the beginning of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. Pakistan is the 
global host for the day to highlight the importance of ecosystem restoration this year. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Nitin Rakesh and Jerry Wind win International Business Book of the Year Award 2021 

 Nitin Rakesh and Jerry Wind won the International Business Book of the Year Award 2021. The 
authors made history this week by winning the prestigious International Business Book of the 
Year Award for 2021 for their recently launched book “Transformation in Times of Crisis”, 
published by Notion Press. Their book Transformation in Times of Crisis brings entrepreneurs and 
business owners the knowledge that can help their business thrive even in a crisis. 

 Author Nitin Rakesh is a distinguished leader in the Technology and Financial services industries 
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and is the CEO and Executive Director of IT major Mphasis, since 2017. His Co-author Jerry Wind, 
is an internationally renowned academician and is currently Lauder Professor Emeritus and 
Professor of Marketing at the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. 

 
First French novelist David Diop wins International Booker 2021 

 David Diop has become the first French novelist to win the International Booker prize for 
translated fiction with At Night All Blood Is Black, his first novel translated into English. Diop, the 
author of two novels, and his translator Anna Moschovakis split the £50,000 annual prize, which 
goes to the best author and translator of a work translated into English. 

 The International Booker Prize, formerly known as the Man Booker International Prize, has been 
awarded since 2005 when it was won by Albanian writer Ismail Kadare. It is a sister prize to the 
Booker Prize, awarded to a novel written in English. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
IEFPA’s 6 modules of short films titled “Hisab Ki Kitaab” launched 

 Union Minister of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Anurag Singh Thakur launched the six 
modules of short films of Investor Education & Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) titled “Hisaab 
Ki Kitaab”. These short films developed by Common Services Centers(CSC) eGov as a part of their 
training tool. 

 The various modules highlight the importance of budget, saving, the importance of Insurance 
schemes, various social security schemes of the government etc. 

 The modules also interestingly portray the consequences of a common man falling prey to the 
schemes and how they should protect themselves from Ponzi schemes. 
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 INTERNATIONAL 
UN Sustainable Transport Conference will be held in China 

 The second United Nations Global Sustainable Transport Conference will be held from 14-16 
October 2021 in Beijing, China. It will provide an opportunity to focus attention on the 
opportunities, challenges and solutions towards achieving sustainable transport worldwide. 

 The conference will follow up on the first Global Sustainable Transport Conference, held in 2016 
in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, and is expected to indicate a way forward for sustainable transport 
to help achieve the objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement on climate change. 

 
China confirmed first human case of H10N3 bird flu 

 A 41-year-old man in China’s eastern province of Jiangsu has been confirmed as the first human 
case of infection with the H10N3 strain of bird flu, China’s National Health Commission (NHC). 
The man, a resident of the city of Zhenjiang, was hospitalised on April 28 after developing a fever 
and other symptoms. He was diagnosed as having the H10N3 avian influenza virus. 
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 H10N3 is a low pathogenic, or relatively less severe, the strain of the virus in poultry and the risk 
of it spreading on a large scale was very low. 

 
First ever Asia-Pacific cybersecurity council launched by Microsoft  

 The first Asia Pacific Public Sector Cyber Security Executive Council has been launched by 
Microsoft. It consists of policymakers and influencers from Brunei, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The council aims to accelerate public-private 
partnerships in cybersecurity and share threat intelligence. 

 The council will meet virtually on a quarterly basis. As part of the council, government agencies 
and state leaders will join a forum. The forum includes Microsoft and its cybersecurity industry 
advisors. Encounter rates for malware and ransomware attacks are higher than average in the 
case of APAC. APAC means Asia-Pacic (A-sia PAC-ic). 

 

NATIONAL 
Wipro touched Rs 3 trillion in market capitalisation for the first time  

 Wipro has touched Rs 3 trillion in market capitalisation for the first time, becoming the third 
Indian IT firm to achieve the milestone after Tata Consultancy Services and Infosys. The company 
won its largest deal ever from German retailer Metro and has seen deal wins of $7.1 billion. India 
has a total of 13 listed firms that have crossed the Rs 3 trillion m-cap. Wipro now ranks 14th. 

 Reliance Industries is India’s most valued company with a market capitalisation of ₹14.05 trillion, 
followed by Tata Consultancy Services Ltd and HDFC Bank with an m-cap of ₹11.58 trillion and 
₹8.33 trillion, respectively. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Amul’s RS Sodhi elected to board of International Dairy Federation 

 The International Dairy Federation (IDF) has unanimously elected R S Sodhi, managing director, 
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd or GCMMF that sells Amul branded products 
in India, to its board during the general assembly held on 1 June. He is alumni of the Institute of 
Rural Management Anand (IRMA). He joined GCMMF (Amul) in the year 1982 after completing 
his post-graduation from IRMA. 

 IDF is an international non-governmental, non-profit association and represents the global dairy 
sector. The federation ensures that right policies, standards, practices and regulations monitor 
the production of dairy products globally. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression 2021: 04 June 

 International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression is observed globally on 4th June 
every year. This day affirms the UN’s commitment to guard the rights of children. This day is to 
acknowledge the pain suffered by children throughout the planet who are the victims of 
physical, mental and emotional abuse. The main aim of celebrating today is to spread the notice 
about the pain and sufferings faced by the victims as children. 
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 On August 19, 1982, during an emergency session on the question of Palestine, the UN General 
Assembly, appalled at the amount of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese child victims of Israel’s 
acts of aggression, decided to commemorate 4 June of every year because of the International 
Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
SCO Agreement On Mass Media Cooperation Gets India’s Retrospective Nod 

 The Cabinet accorded an ex post facto approval for signing and ratifying an agreement on 
cooperation in the field of mass media between all member states of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO). The agreement aims to promote equal and mutually beneficial cooperation 
among associations in the field of mass media. The agreement, which was signed in June 2019, 
would provide an opportunity for the member states to share best practices and new 
innovations in the field of mass media. 

 The main areas of cooperation in the agreement are the creation of favourable conditions for the 
wide and mutual distribution of information through mass media in order to further deepen the 
knowledge about the lives of the peoples of their states. The agreement shall promote equal and 
mutually beneficial cooperation among professional associations of journalists of the states in 
order to study the available professional experience, as well as to hold meetings, seminars and 
conferences. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Shaktikanta Das Addressed On RBI Monetary Policy 2021 

 The six-member monetary policy committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) headed by 
Governor Shaktikanta Das, has decided to keep key lending rates unchanged for the sixth 
consecutive time, in its June 2021 policy review meeting held between June 2 to 4, 2021.  

 The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has decided to continue with an accommodative 
stance until necessary to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. The next meeting of the MPC is 
scheduled from August 4 to 6, 2021. 

 
Bharti AXA Life in bancassurance pact with Shivalik Small Finance Bank 

 Private life insurer Bharti AXA Life Insurance has entered into a bancassurance partnership with 
Shivalik Small Finance Bank for the distribution of its life insurance products through the bank’s 
pan-India network of branches. This alliance is a part of the bank’s various measures towards 
financial inclusion and acceleration of wealth creation for its customers. 

 Bharti AXA Life Insurance will offer its suite of life insurance products, including protection, 
health, savings and investment plans, to customers of Shivalik Small Finance Bank across its 31 
branches and digital network across the country. 

 This alliance will enable over 4.5 lakh customers of Shivalik Bank to access the range of products 
offered by the company to provide financial security. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Isaac Herzog: The New President of Israel 

 Veteran Israeli politician, Isaac Herzog, has been elected as the President of the country on June 

01, 2021, during the 120 members parliamentary election for 2021.  

 60-year-old Herzog will be the 11th President of Israel, assuming office with effect from July 09, 

2021. He will succeed Reuven Rivlin, who is set to complete his tenure in July 2021 after seven 

years in office. 
 
Dr Patrick Amoth Appointed as the Chairman of WHO Executive Board 

 Dr Patrick Amoth, the acting Director-General for Health, Ministry of Health of Kenya has been 
appointed as the Chairman of the World Health Organisation (WHO) Executive Board, for a 

period of one year. The announcement was made during the 149th session of the WHO 

Executive Board, on June 02, 2021, by the outgoing Chair Dr Harsh Vardhan. 

 Mr Amoth replaces Union Health Minister, Government of India, Dr Harsh Vardhan, who 

completed his tenure as Chairman of WHO Executive Board on June 02, 2021. Dr Vardhan will 

continue to be a member of the Executive Board of WHO till 2023. The chairman’s post is held 

on a rotation basis for one year among regional groups. 
 

NATIONAL 
Narendra Singh Tomar virtually launched Horticulture Cluster Development Programme 

 Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar virtually launched 
the Horticulture Cluster Development Programme (CDP) to ensure holistic growth of 

horticulture. In a pilot phase, the programme will be implemented in 12 horticulture clusters out 

of the total 53 clusters selected for the programme. A central sector programme implemented 

by the National Horticulture Board (NHB) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, 
CDP aims at growing and developing identified horticulture clusters to make them globally 
competitive. 

 The programme is designed to leverage geographical specialisation and promote integrated and 
market-led development of horticulture clusters. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare 

(MoA&FW) has identified 53 horticulture clusters, of which 12 have been selected for the pilot 

launch of the programme. Based on the learnings from the pilot project, the programme will be 
scaled up to cover all the identified clusters. 

 

Third edition of the SDG India Index and Dashboard 2020–21 released  

 The third edition of the SDG India Index and Dashboard 2020–21 was released by NITI Aayog 
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today. Since its inaugural launch in 2018, the indexhas been comprehensively documenting and 

rankingthe progress made by States and Union Territories towards achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Now in its third year, the index has become the primary tool for monitoring 
progress on the SDGs in the country and has simultaneously fostered competition among the 
States and Union Territories. 

 NITI Aayog ViceChairperson Dr Rajiv Kumar launched the report titled,SDG India Index and 

Dashboard 2020–21: Partnerships in the Decade of Action, in the presence of Dr Vinod Paul, 

Member (Health), NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, and Ms.Sanyukta 
Samaddar,Adviser (SDGs), NITI Aayog. Designed and developed by NITI Aayog, the preparation of 
the index followed extensive consultations with the primary stakeholders—the States and Union 
Territories; the UN agencies led by United Nations in India;Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI), and the key Union Ministries. 

 
XraySetu Launched to Detect C-19 in Rural Population via WhatsApp 

 A new AI-driven platform called ‘XraySetu’ has been developed to help in the early detection of 

C-19, with the help of Chest X-ray. The solution will be beneficial for early detection especially in 

rural areas, where RT-PCR tests and CT-Scans are not easily available. XraySetu will operate 
through WhatsApp. It will identify COVID positive patients even from low-resolution Chest X-Ray 
images sent over Whatsapp-based Chatbot. 

 The solution has been developed by ARTPARK (AI & Robotics Technology Park), a not-for-profit 
foundation established by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, with support from the 
Department of Science & Technology (DST), GOI, in collaboration with Bangalore based 
HealthTech startup Niramai and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc). 

 

Bihar to provide 33% reservation for Girls : Nitish Kumar 

 Female students in Bihar will get 33% reservation in seats of all engineering and medical 

colleges in the state, chief minister Nitish Kumar on Wednesday announced. He was chairing a 
meeting via video conferencing where a presentation of proposed draft for the establishment of 
Bihar Engineering and Medical University. CM Nitish Kumar ordered the officials to implement 

the 33% reservation of seats for girls in the engineering and medical colleges, at the earliest.  

 The reservation will be for the girls who are domicile of Bihar. The state government is already 

providing 35% reservation for females in all state government jobs. The reservation for girls in 

the technical colleges will encourage them to take admissions in these colleges and increase the 
enrolment ratio of girls, the CM said. 

 

SPORTS 
ICC Expands Men’s ODI Cricket World Cup to 10 teams to 14 teams  

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced that the Men’s Cricket World Cup in 2027 
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and 2031, will once again be a 14-team, 54-match tournament. Earlier in the 2019 World Cup, 

only 10 teams contested, compared to 14 teams in the 2015 World Cup. 

 These 14 teams will split into two groups of seven, top three from each group will be progressing 

to a Super Six stage, followed by semifinals and final. ICC has also decided to expand the men’s 

T20 World Cup to 20 teams. The tournament will take place every two years from 2024-2030. 
 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Vice-Admiral Ravneet Singh assumed charge as Deputy Chief of Naval Staff 

 Vice-Admiral Ravneet Singh, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (AVSM), and Nausena Medal (NM) holder 
assumed charge as the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.  

 He relieves Vice Admiral MS Pawar, a Param Vishisht Seva Medal (PVSM), AVSM, Vishisht Seva 

Medal (VSM) holder, who superannuated on May 31.  

 
Dr Vinay K Nandicoori appointed as Director of Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 

 Former IITian, Dr Vinay K Nandicoori, has been appointed as the Director at the CSIR-Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, Telangana. He is a well-known molecular 
biologist, and a scientist at the DBT-National Institute of Immunology, New Delhi. 

 Dr Nandicoori’s research interest extensively spans molecular signalling networks in 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the micro-organism that causes TB. His research has found national 
and international relevance and recognition. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Bicycle Day 2021: 3rd June 

 United Nations celebrates World Bicycle Day every year on 3rd June to advance the use of the 

bicycle as a means of fostering sustainable development. The day aims to strengthen education 
for children and young people, preventing disease, promoting health, promoting tolerance, 
mutual understanding and respect and facilitating social inclusion and a culture of peace. 

 The day was declared by the United Nations General Assembly in April 2018. World Bicycle Day 

is being observed every year to encourage member nations to give particular attention to the 
bicycle in cross-cutting development strategies and to improve road safety and integrate it into 
sustainable mobility and transport infrastructure planning and design. It also aims to promote 
the bicycle among all members of society. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
WHO named C-19 variants first found in India as ‘Kappa’ and ‘Delta’ 

 The UN health agency, World Health Organisation (WHO), has given easy-to-say labels to two 
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variants of the C-19, first found in India. The two variants are B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2. The 
B.1.617.1 variant of the C-19 has been named as ‘Kappa’ while the B1.617.2 variant is named as 
‘Delta.’ 

 The naming of these variants do not aim at replacing the existing scientific names of these 
#SARSCoV2 Variants of Concern (VOCs) & Interest (VOIs), but is aimed at helping the public 
discussion about VOI/VOC. 

 

SPORTS 
India’s Sanjeet Kumar wins gold medal in Asian Boxing Championship  

 India’s pugilist Sanjeet Kumar won a gold medal in the 91 kg weight category at the ASBC Asian 
Boxing Championships.  

 Sanjeet pulled off a massive upset as he defeated five-time Asian Championships medallist and 
Rio Olympic silver medalist Vassiliy Levit of Kazakhstan in a 3-2 split decision in the final of Asian 
Championships in Dubai to clinch the gold. 

 
Utah Jazz’s Jordan Clarkson wins 2021 Sixth Man of the Year 

 Utah Jazz guard Jordan Clarkson has won the 2020-21 Kia NBA Sixth Man Award for his 
contributions in a reserve role. This is the first Sixth Man honour for Clarkson, who becomes the 
first player to win the annual award with the Jazz. 

 Clarkson becomes the first player in Jazz franchise history to win the award and was presented 
the trophy by his teammate and fellow Sixth Man of the Year Finalist Joe Ingles. Clarkson 
received 65 first-place votes and earned 407 total points from a global panel of 100 sportswriters 
and broadcasters. 

 

OBITUARY 
T.M. Kaliannan, former member of Constituent Assembly, passed away 

 T.M. Kalliannan Gounder, the last surviving former member of the Indian Constituent Assembly, 
died at the age of 101. He served as a Member of the Legislative Council in Tamil Nadu and also 
as an MLA thrice, between 1952 and 1967. He was reportedly the youngest member in the 
Constituent Assembly then and also a member of India’s first provisional parliament. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Magma Fincorp appointed Adar Poonawalla as chairman 

 Magma Fincorp has appointed Adar Poonawalla as its chairman as part of a management 
overhaul following the Poonawala-controlled Rising Sun Holdings acquiring a controlling stake in 
it. Rising Sun invested Rs 3,456 crore in the non-bank lender earlier this month.  

 Magma will soon be rebranded as Poonawalla Group company. The lender has also appointed 
Abhay Bhutada as MD & Vijay Deshwal as CEO. 

 
Justice A.K. Mishra will be the new chairperson of the NHRC 

 Former Supreme Court judge Arun Kumar Mishra will be the new chairperson of the National 
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Human Rights Commission (NHRC) after a high-powered recommendation committee proposed 
his name.  The selection panel consisted of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and the 
Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge. 

 Former Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court, Mahesh Mittal Kumar, and former 
Director of Intelligence Bureau, Rajiv Jain, had also been recommended by the high-powered 
panel as members of the NHRC but the official notification is yet to be out until the filing of this 
report. 

 
IBF appointed Justice (retired) Vikramjit Sen as the chairman 

 The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) announced the appointment of former Supreme Court 
judge Justice Vikramjit Sen as the Chairman of its newly formed self-regulatory body Digital 
Media Content Regulatory Council (DMCRC). DMCRC is formed as per the mandate of the 
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 
The move was done to bring together the broadcasters and OTT (over-the-top) platforms. 

 
Tata Steel’s T.V. Narendran takes over as CII president 

 Tata Steel Ltd chief executive officer and managing director, T.V. Narendran has taken over as 
president of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for 2021-22. He takes over the leadership 
of the industry body from Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd managing director and chief executive officer 
Uday Kotak, who has completed his term. 

 Narendran, an alumnus of the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, has been associated 
with the CII for many years. He was the chairman of CII eastern region during 2016-17 and has 
led the industry body’s national committees on leadership and human resources, besides being 
chairman of CII Jharkhand. 

 

RANKING 
Centre for World University Rankings 2021-22 announced 

 Centre for World University Rankings 2021-22 has announced, 19,788 institutions were ranked, 
and those that placed at the top made the global 2000 list. Harvard University has topped the 
ranking globally followed by Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Stanford University, 
University of Cambridge, and Oxford University respectively. 

 As many as 68 Indian institutes have made it to the list of the top 2000 higher education 
institutes across the world, as per the Centre for World University Rankings (CWUR) 2021-22. 
The Indian pack is led by the IIM-Ahmedabad which has bagged 415th rank followed by the 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc) at 459th rank. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI cancelled the licence of Shivajirao Bhosale Sahakari Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the licence of Pune-based Shivajirao Bhosale 
Sahakari Bank. The bank ceases to carry on banking business, with effect from the close of 
business on May 31. The bank does not have adequate capital and earning prospects. As such, it 
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does not comply with the provision of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

 The RBI observed that the bank with its present financial position would be unable to pay its 
present depositors in full. The bank was placed under RBI Directions from the close of business 
on May 4, 2019. 

 With the cancellation of licence and commencement of liquidation proceedings, the process of 
paying the depositors of the bank as per the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation (DICGC). Act, 1961, will be set in motion. As per the data submitted by the bank, 
more than 98 per cent of the depositors will receive full amounts of their deposits from DICGC. 
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NATIONAL 
Sanjay Dutt received UAE’s Golden Visa 

 The UAE government awarded Bollywood actor Sanjay Dutt with its Golden Visa. The Golden Visa 
system essentially offers long-term residency to people with outstanding talents. In 2019, UAE 
implemented a new system for long-term residence visas enabling foreigners to live, work & 
study there without the need of a national sponsor & with 100% ownership of their business. 

 Sanjay Dutt is the first mainstream to receive the Golden Visa. The visas have a validity of either 
5 or 10 years and are renewed automatically. 

 
Government launched YUVA PM Scheme For Mentoring Young Authors 

 The Department of Higher Education under the Ministry of Education has launched a new 
initiative called ‘YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme For Mentoring Young Authors’. YUVA stands for 
Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors. It is an Author Mentorship programme to train young 
and budding authors, below 30 years of age to promote reading, writing and book culture in the 
country, and project India and Indian writings globally. 

 The National Book Trust, India under the Ministry of Education will be the Implementing Agency 
for the scheme. 

 A total of 75 authors will be selected through an All India Contest, that will be conducted through 
https://www.mygov.in/ from 1 June – 31 July 2021. 

 The young winning authors will be trained by eminent authors/mentors. 

 A consolidated scholarship of Rs.50,000 per month for a period of six months per author will be 
paid under the Mentorship Scheme. 

 
NSA Doval commissioned Indian Coast Guard’s ship Sajag 

 National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit Doval has commissioned the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) Sajag, which has been constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited.  

 Sajag is the third in a series of five offshore patrol vessels indigenously designed in line with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ vision. The indigenously-built ship is fitted with 
advanced technology equipment, weapon and sensors capable to carry a twin-engine helicopter 
and four high-speed boats. 
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CBSE launched Young Warrior movement to combat C-19 

 CBSE launched a nationwide Young Warrior movement to engage 5 million young people to fight 
against C-19. This movement is expected to impact 50 million people. The Board has launched 
the movement together with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, YuWaah-UNICEF, and a multi-stakeholder consortium of over 950 partners. 

 Students and teachers between the ages of 10 and 30 years can join this movement to safeguard 
themselves, their families, their communities, and the country. 

 The movement will comprise a series of easy and real-life tasks with the Young Warriors earning 
a UNICEF certificate for their participation and completion of tasks. 

 The tasks include promoting access to verified health and essential services, vaccine registration, 
C-19 appropriate behaviours, myth-busting etc. 

 These tasks will be hosted in 10 regional languages to protect themselves, their families and their 
neighbourhood against C-19. 

 

SPORTS 
IPL 2021 expected to resume in the UAE in September-October 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has confirmed that the IPL 2021 Phase 2 will be 
held in the UAE during the September-October window.  

 In a Special General Meeting chaired by BCCI president Sourav Ganguly, the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) confirmed to the State units that the tournament will have to be shifted 
out of India on account of ‘monsoon.’ 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
CRPF DG Kuldiep Singh gets additional charge of National Investigation Agency 

 Director-General of Central Reserve Police Force, Kuldiep Singh has been given additional charge 
of Director General of National Investigation Agency, NIA. He will hold the additional post after 
31st or this month after the superannuation of Y C Modi. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs assigned the additional charge to Singh, a 1986-batch West Bengal 
cadre officer, who has been handling the post of CRPF Director General since March 16 this year. 
He has been appointed as DG, CRPF up to September 30, 2022–the date of his superannuation. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Milk Day 2021: 01st June 

 The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations celebrates World Milk Day every 
year on 01st June to recognize the importance of milk as a global food, and to celebrate the dairy 
sector. It aims to encourage people to talk about the advantages of dairy with regards to health 
including nutrition, accessibility and affordability. 

 This year, our theme will focus on Sustainability in the dairy sector with messages around the 
environment, nutrition and socio-economics. In doing so we will re-introduce dairy farming to 
the world. 
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Global Day of Parents 2021: 01st June 

 United Nations celebrates Global Day of Parents on the 1st of June every year to honour all the 
parents throughout the world. The Global Day of Parents recognizes the primary responsibility of 
the family in nurturing and protecting their children. Hence, the day acknowledges the selfless 
commitment of all parents for their children including their lifelong sacrifice towards nurturing 
this relationship.  

 The Global Day of Parents emphasizes the critical role of parents in the rearing of children. The 
day was designated by the General Assembly in 2012 to honour all the parents throughout the 
world. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Salman Rushdie’s New book “Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-2020”  

 A book titled “Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-2020” authored by Salman Rushdie. In his new 
book, Rushdie attempts to perform a defensive castling move.  

 He suggests his work has been misunderstood and mistreated because the literary culture has 
turned from brio-filled imaginative writing toward the humbler delights of “autofiction,” as 
exemplified by the work of Elena Ferrante and Karl Ove Knausgaard. 

 
Indian cricket coach Ravi Shahtri’s Debut Book ‘Stargazing: The Players in My Life’ 

 Cricket all-rounder, commentator and coach, Ravi Shastri is now making his publishing debut, as 
he has penned a book titled ‘Stargazing: The Players in My Life’.  

 The book is being published by HarperCollins India. It is been co-authored by Ayaz Memon. It is 
expected to be released on June 25, 2021. In the book, Shastri has written about some 60 
extraordinary talents he has met from across the world who have inspired him. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI imposed Rs 10 crore penalty on HDFC Bank for deficiency in its regulatory compliance 

 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a fine of Rs 10 crore on HDFC Bank for deficiencies in 
regulatory compliance found in the auto loan portfolio of the bank. As per the RBI, HDFC Bank 
has violated the provisions of section 6(2) and section 8 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

 After receiving a complaint from a whistleblower, RBI conducted an examination in the 
marketing and sale of third-party non-financial products to the bank’s auto loan customers and 
found that the bank was in contravention of regulatory directions. RBI has imposed the 
monetary penalty in the exercise of powers vested by the central bank under the provisions of 
Section 47A(1)(c) read with Section 46(4)(i) of the Banking Regulation Act. 
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NATIONAL 
UP government launched Bal-Seva Yojana 

 Uttar Pradesh Government also launched Bal-Seva Yojana for the children who lost their parents 
due to C-19 pandemic. 

 Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced a slew of measures for the care for such children and 
said, the assistance will be provided to the care taker, if none of the parents are alive. 

 The State Government will provide financial assistance of Rs. 4,000 per month to such children. 

 Government will also provide laptop/Tablet to such children if they are getting education in any 
school or are doing any professional course. 

 Financial assistance of Rs. 1,01,000 will be provided for the marriage of girl children who lost 
their parents in this pandemic.  

 
IFFCO to launch Nano Urea in the market 

 Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO) will launch Nano Urea in the market next month. 

 500-ml Nano Urea, which costs 240 rupees, is equivalent to 45kg of normal urea. Besides 
reducing the cost of cultivation, it increases the yield.  

 Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister DV Sadananda Gowda said, the Nano Urea will be a game-
changer for the farming sector as it is expected to reduce the consumption of normal urea 
substantially thus saving a huge sum on subsidy and forex. It is also eco-friendly. 

 
Punjab launches 'Udaan' scheme to distribute sanitary pads to women every month 

 Punjab Social Minister Aruna Chaudhary on Friday launched the women-empowerment oriented 
"Udaan Scheme" throughout the state on the occasion of International Menstrual Hygiene Day. 

 Under the scheme, sanitary pads will be distributed free of cost to women and girls in need every 
month within Punjab. 

 Addressing the live video conferencing, which was telecasted at 1,500 locations across the state, 
Chaudhary said the main objective of the scheme is to protect women and girls from menstrual 
hygiene diseases, spread awareness, improve accessibility to hygiene products, promote a higher 
standard of living for women, and enhance their self-esteem and ensure disposal of sanitary 
pads. 

  
Govt Extends Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme Till Sep 30 

 On May 30 the Finance Ministry further expanded the scope of the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) amid the economic disruption caused by the second wave of the C-
19 pandemic. Effectively this means that the government has expanded the scope of the Rs 3 
lakh crore ECLGS to cover loans up to Rs 2 crore for setting up on-site oxygen generation plants 
at healthcare facilities. 

 In a statement issued by the Finance Ministry on May 30, as part of the ‘ECLGS 4.0’, a 100 
percent guarantee cover will be extended to loans of up to Rs 2 crore granted to clinics, 
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hospitals, nursing homes, and medical colleges for setting up on-site oxygen generation plants. 
"The interest rate has been capped at 7.5 percent for the same. 

 
C-19: Govt announces additional benefits under EPFO, ESIC schemes 

 The Ministry of Labour and Employment on Sunday announced additional benefits for workers 
through social securities schemes run by the EPFO and the ESIC amid the C-19 pandemic. 

 These benefits include pension for dependents of insured persons with Employees' State 
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) who died due to C-19 and hike in maximum sum assured under the 
group insurance scheme Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI), run by Employees' 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), to Rs 7 lakh from Rs 6 lakh. 

 "The Ministry of Labour and Employment has announced additional benefits for workers through 
ESIC and EPFO schemes to address the fear and anxiety of workers about wellbeing of their 
family members due to increase in incidences of death due to C-19 pandemic,". 

 
PM Modi announced Rs 10 Lakh PM CARES Fund for kids orphaned due to C-19 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a number of welfare measures for children who 
lost their parents to C-19. All children who have lost either both parents or surviving parents or 
legal guardians or adoptive parents due to C-19 will be supported under PM-CARES for Children 
scheme.  

 The government has announced the “PM-CARES for Children” scheme under which fixed 
deposits will be opened in the names of such children from the PM-CARES fund. 

 The total corpus of the fund will be Rs 10 lakh for each child. 

 This corpus will be used to give a monthly financial support/ stipend when the child reaches 18 
years of age, for the next five years to take care of his or her personal requirements. 

 Upon reaching the age of 23 years, the child will get the corpus amount as one lump sum for 
personal and professional use. 

 

SPORTS 
Chelsea wins 2020-21 UEFA Champions League  

 Chelsea defeated Manchester City 1–0 in the final, to lift the 2020-21 UEFA Champions League 
title, on May 29, 2021, played at the Estádio do Dragão in Porto, Portugal.  

 German forward Kai Havertz scored the only goal of the football match. This is the second 
Champions League title for Chelsea, after winning the first won in 2012. 

 
Asian Boxing Championships 2021: Mary Kom Settles with Silver Medal 

 Indian pugilist Mary Kom, lost to two-time world champion Nazym Kyzaibay of Kazakhstan, to 
settle for silver medal at the 2021 ASBC Asian Boxing Championships in Dubai. The five-time 
Asian Championships gold medallist Mary Kom was competing in a high-octane 51kg final. This is 
the second silver for Mary Kom at the Asian Championships who has previously won silver in 
2008. Apart from this, she won world championship titles on five occasions including 2003, 2005, 
2010, 2012, and 2017. 

 Meanwhile, Pooja Rani won the gold medal in the 75kg Women’s Middle category final at the 
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Asian Boxing Championships. She defeated Mavluda Movlonova in the gold medal clash. 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World No-Tobacco Day 2021: 31 May 

 Every year, on 31st May, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global partners celebrate 
World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). The annual campaign is an opportunity to raise awareness on 
the harmful and deadly effects of tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure, and to 
discourage the use of tobacco in any form. 

 This year theme of the 2021 WNTD is “Commit to quit.” This yearly celebration informs the 
public on the dangers of using tobacco, the business practices of tobacco companies, what WHO 
is doing to fight the tobacco epidemic, and what people around the world can do to claim their 
right to health and healthy living and to protect future generations. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
PSBs to offer loans up to Rs 5 lakh for C-19 treatment 

 Public sector banks will now offer unsecured personal loan for C-19 treatment up to Rs 5 lakh to 
salaried, non-salaried and pensioners, said State Bank of India chairman Dinesh Khara. The rate 
of interest could be around 8.5 per cent but could differ across banks, he said on Sunday in a 
virtual press conference. The PSB will be providing this under the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS). The minimum loan under this will be Rs 25,000. 

 The meeting was also attended by IBA Chairman Rajkiran Rai and IBA Chief Executive Officer 
Sunil Mehta. The joint press conference was held to announce various C-19 support measures by 
all public sector banks to mitigate the impact of C-19 pandemic.  

  

Current Affairs PDF- MAY 30, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Bashar Al-Assad Re-Elected as Syrian President  

 Syrian President, Bashar al-Assad has been re-elected for the fourth straight 7-year term in a 
landslide victory, winning 95.1 per cent of the total votes cast.  

 The 55-year-old Assad is serving as the 19th President of Syria since 17 July 2000. On the eve of 
the election, the United States, Britain, France, Germany and Italy said the poll was “neither free 
nor fair”, and Syria’s fragmented opposition has called it a “farce”. 

 
Laurence des Cars becomes the first female president of Musée du Louvre  

 Historian Laurence des Cars becomes the first female president of Musée du Louvre, the world’s 
largest museum in Paris, France in 228 years. She was appointed as the first female president of 
Musée du Louvre by the President of France, Emmanuel Macron. 

 Laurence des Cars, 54, is currently heading the Musée d’Orsay, the Paris landmark museum 
which is dedicated to 19th-century art. On September 1, 2021, she will replace the current 
president, Jean-Luc Martinez, who had been heading the Orsay museum for the past eight years. 
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US Senate confirmed Wormuth to be the new Army secretary, making her the first woman to hold the 
post 

 Christine Wormuth was confirmed unanimously by the Senate to be the first female secretary of 
the Army. Wormuth, who led President Joe Biden’s transition team at the Pentagon, got an 
overwhelmingly warm reception from members of the Senate Armed Services Committee during 
a hearing this month. Her confirmation sets her up as one of the more powerful officials in a 
defence establishment long dominated by men.  

 She is the second woman named to a top Pentagon role by Biden. The deputy secretary of 
defence is Kathleen Hicks. 

 
Hong Kong woman Tsang Yin-hung fastest ascent of Everest 

 Tsang Yin-hung, a Hong Kong-based mountaineer, has created the record of the world’s fastest 
ascent of Everest by a woman, within the time of just under 26 hours. The 44-year-old Tsang, 
scaled the 8,848.86-metre (29,031 feet) Everest mountain in a record time of 25 hours and 50 
minutes on May 23. It was her third attempt of scaling the Himalayan peak. 

 In 2017, Tsang became the first Hong Kong woman to reach the top of the mountain peak. 
Before this, the record of fastest woman to conquer Everest was held by Nepali Phunjo Jhangmu 
Lama, who had completed the climb in 39 hours 6 minutes in 2018. 

 

NATIONAL 
Tata Digital acquired 64% stake in online grocery BigBasket 

 Tata Digital has acquired a majority stake in online grocery BigBasket, a deal that pits the 
country’s largest conglomerate against entrenched e-commerce players. The digital unit of the 
salt-to-software group didn’t disclose the financial details of the deal. 

 Regulatory filings showed that it has acquired around 64% stake in Supermarket Grocery 
Supplies that owns BigBasket. BigBasket board had approved the deal earlier this week and Tata 
Digital has infused primary capital of $200 million in the egrocer at a post-money valuation of $2 
billion. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
One-year extension for RAW chief Samant Goel, IB head Arvind Kumar 

 Research and Analysis Wing chief, Samant Kumar Goel and Intelligence Bureau head Arvind 
Kumar were given a one-year extension in their services. Goel, a 1984-batch IPS officer from 
Punjab cadre, would continue to be the Secretary of Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) for a 
period one year beyond the presence tenure which ends on June 30. 

 Similarly, Kumar, an IPS officer of Assam and Meghalaya cadre, will continue to head the 
Intelligence Bureau for a period of one year after June 30. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Digestive Health Day 2021: 29 May 

 Every year, World Digestive Health Day (WDHD) is observed on 29 May. It is organised by the 
World Gastroenterology Organisation (WGO) in collaboration with the WGO Foundation 
(WGOF). Each year the day focuses upon a particular digestive disease and/or disorder in order 
to increase general public awareness of prevention, prevalence, diagnosis, management and 
treatment of the disease and/or disorder. The theme of WDHD 2021 is “Obesity: An Ongoing 
Pandemic.” 

 World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to mark the 45th anniversary of the creation of 
the World Gastroenterology Organisation. The organisation has over 100 member societies and 
50,000 individual members all over the world. 

 
International Everest Day 2021: 29th May 

 International Everest Day is being observed on 29th May. Nepalese Tenzing Norgay and New 
Zealand’s Edmund Hillary had climbed Mt. Everest on this day in 1953, as the first humans to 
achieve the feat. Nepal decided to observe the day as International Everest Day in 2008 when 
the legendary climber Hillary passed away. 

 Everest Day on May 29 every year in memory of the first summit of Mt. Everest by Sir Edmund 
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay Sherpa on the day in 1953. The day is celebrated with memorial 
events, processions, and special events in Kathmandu and the Everest region. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Three Indian peacekeepers to be honoured with a prestigious medal 

 Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael Picardo, and Moolchand Yadav are 
among those to be honoured with the UN’s prestigious medal. Corporal Yuvraj Singh was serving 
at the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) while civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael 
Picardo was associated with UNAMISS as a civil peacekeeper. Moolchand Yadav was associated 
with the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI). 

 Three Indian peacekeepers, who laid down their lives while serving in United Nations (UN) 
peacekeeping missions last year, are among 129 military, police and civilian personnel honoured 
with a prestigious UN medal awarded posthumously for courage and sacrifice in the line of duty. 

 
 

  
 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans

