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INTERNATIONAL 
Indian Army to participate in Military Exercise SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021 

 A multinational Military Exercise named ‘SHANTIR OGROSHENA’ 2021 (Front Runner of the 
Peace) is scheduled to be held in Bangladesh from April 04 to 12, 2021. The theme of the 
exercise is “Robust Peace Keeping Operations”. The exercise is being held to commemorate the 
birth centenary of Bangladesh ‘Father of the Nation’ Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
mark glorious 50 years of liberation of the country. 

 The Indian Army is also participating in this multinational exercise, along with a contingent of the 
Royal Bhutan Army, Sri Lankan Army and Bangladesh Army. 

 The Indian contingent will comprise 30 personnel including Officers, JCOs and Jawans of a 
Battalion from The DOGRA Regiment. 

 USA, UK, Turkey, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore will also attend the exercise as 
Military observers. 

 

NATIONAL 
GoI declares 14th April, birthday of Dr B R Ambedkar as public holiday 

 The central government has declared April 14, Dr BR Ambedkar's birthday a public holiday. Dr B 
R Ambedkar was the sculptor of the Indian Constitution and the country already celebrates his 
birthday as Ambedkar Jayanti every year. The government has announced that from this year 
14th April will be declared as a public holiday.  It will be Ambedkar’s 130th birth anniversary on 
April 14, 2021. 

 Babasaheb Ambedkar's original name is Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar. 

 His father Ramji Sakpal was a Subedar in the army and his mother Bhimbai Kapal was a 
housewife. 

 The family settled in Mumbai in 1897 and Babasaheb enrolled at Elphinstone High School. After 
matriculation, he took admission to Elphinstone College in 1907. 

 He graduated from Bombay University in 1912 with a degree in Economics and Political Science. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar was a renowned social reformer and a Dalit icon, he spoke unequivocally 
against the inequality, injustice, and discrimination faced by the members of the Dalit 
community. 

 Babasaheb Ambedkar died on December 6 in 1956. In 1990, he was posthumously awarded the 
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award. 

 
Maharashtra: Amboli named as biodiversity heritage site 

 The Maharashtra government has declared an area at Amboli in Western ghats in Sindhudurg 
district, where a rare freshwater fish species was discovered, as a biodiversity heritage site. Chief 
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Minister Uddhav Thackeray”s son Tejas Thackeray, who is a wildlife researcher, and his team had 
discovered the new freshwater fish species – Schistura Hiranyakeshi” near Amboli in Sawantwadi 
tehsil of Sindhudurg district. The State government issued a notification declaring the area at 
Amboli as a biodiversity heritage site. Schistura is a small and colourful fish that lives in water 
and streams in an abundance of oxygen. 

 Earlier, the State government had declared the Glory of Allapalli in Gadchiroli district, Landor 
Khori Park in Jalgaon, Ganesh Khind in Pune, myristica swamp vegetation in Sindhudurg district 
as biodiversity heritage sites. The discoveries of the freshwater fish species were published in the 
International Journal of Ichthyology in the October 2020 edition by Tejas Thackeray and co-
authors. 

 
Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam in Uttar Pradesh lists itself at BSE 

 Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam listed itself at BSE and successfully raised Rs. 150 Crores by issuing 
Municipal Bond on Private Placement Basis using BSE BOND. This is the first-ever green bond 
issuance by any Municipal Corporation in the country. The money will be used for the 
construction of a tertiary sewage treatment plant at Indirapuram in Ghaziabad. The money will 
be used to fund the project partly which is worth Rs 240 crore. This treatment plant will enable 
the sewage water to be used for industries after treatment. 

 Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam is the second Municipal Corporation to raise funds in the state of Uttar 
Pradesh. Earlier, Lucknow Municipal Corporation had listed itself at BSE. 

 
4th batch of three Rafale fighter jets land in India 

 The fourth batch of three Rafale fighter jets landed in India after flying non-stop from Istres Air 
Base France, in a further boost to the strike capability of the Indian Air Force (IAF). The Rafale 
fighter jets were provided mid-air refuelling by air force tankers of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

 The three Rafale fighter aircraft which took off from France for India were scheduled to land at 
the Jamnagar airbase. The planes equipped with the Hammer missiles have enhanced their 
capability to carry out air-to-ground strikes like the one in Balakot. 

 
Centre withdraws order cutting interest rates on small savings schemes 

 The government has withdrawn its order slashing interest rates on small savings schemes, 
including National Savings Certificates (NSC) and Public Provident Fund (PPF), for the first quarter 
of 2021-22. Earlier on March 31, 2021, the Finance Ministry had announced a sharp cut in 
interest rates for small savings schemes by 50-110 basis points. Interest rates for small savings 
schemes are notified on a quarterly basis. 

 However, the orders issued were withdrawn by the government on April 01, 2021. This marks 
the fourth consecutive quarter that the government has maintained the rates on such schemes 
that are effective from April 1 and remain in effect till June 30, 2021. 
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RANKING 
India ranks 140th in WEF’s gender gap index 2021 

 India has slipped 28 places to rank 140 among 156 countries in the Global Gender Gap Report 
2021, by World Economic Forum. In 2020, India ranked 112th among 153 countries. Iceland has 
topped the index as the most gender-equal country in the world for the 12th time. Afghanistan is 
the worst-performing country in the report. 
South Asia: 

 India emerged as the third-worst performing country in South Asia. 

 Bangladesh is the best performer in South Asia. 

 Among India’s neighbours, Bangladesh ranked 65, Nepal 106, Pakistan 153, Afghanistan 156, 
Bhutan 130 and Sri Lanka 116. 

 In South Asia, only Pakistan and Afghanistan ranked below India. 
Global Gender Gap Report 

 The Global Gender Gap Report 2021 is the 15th edition of the annual publication by WEF. 

 The Global Gender Gap Index was first introduced by the World Economic Forum in 2006 to 
compare countries’ gender gaps across four dimensions: economic opportunities, education, 
health and political leadership. 
Top 10 gender-equal country 
1. Iceland 
2. Finland 
3. Norway 
4. New Zealand 
5. Rwanda 
6. Sweden 
7. Namibia 
8. Lithuania 
9. Ireland 
10. Switzerland 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
GST revenue collection in March 2021 

 India’s economic recovery is gathering steam. The GST collections for the month of March have 
topped Rs 1.23 lakh crore, setting a new record since the implementation of Goods and Services 
Tax in July 2017. The gross GST revenue collected in the month of March 2021 rose to a record of 
₹ 1,23,902 crore of which CGST is ₹ 22,973 crore, SGST is ₹ 29,329 crore, IGST is ₹ 62,842 crore 
and Cess is ₹ 8,757 crore. 
GST Collection previous months 
• February 2021: ₹ 1,13,143 crore 
• January 2021: ₹ 1,19,847 crore 
• December 2020: ₹ 1,15,174 crore 
• November 2020: ₹ 1.04 lakh crore 
• October 2020: ₹ 1,05,155 crore  
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Facebook and Google to build new cables under the sea called ‘Echo’ and ‘Bifrost’ 

 Facebook and Google are planning to build new subsea cables from the US to Singapore and 
Indonesia. Facebook has partnered with leading regional and global partners to build two new 
subsea cables Echo and Bifrost that will provide vital new connections between the Asia-Pacific 
region and North America. While Google is only investing in Echo. These cables will increase 
overall transpacific capacity by 70 per cent. 

 These projects are still subject to regulatory approvals, when completed, these cables are 
expected to deliver much-needed Internet capacity, redundancy, and reliability. The 
announcements come at a time when the Covid-19 pandemic has increased the need for reliable 
Internet access. 

 
UNESCAP: India’s Economic Growth Of 7% in 2021-22 

 The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) said in 
the latest update that, India’s is estimated to record economic growth of 7% in 2021-22, over a 
contraction of 7.7% witnessed in the previous fiscal on account of the pandemic’s impact on 
normal business activity.  

 It also noted that maintaining low borrowing costs while keeping non-performing loans in check 
would be a challenge. 

 
Paytm Money opens new R&D centre in Pune 

 Online investment platform Paytm Money has set up a new R&D facility in Pune, Maharashtra, 
which will drive product innovation, especially in the area of equity, mutual funds, and digital 
gold. The company added that it plans to hire over 250 engineers and data scientists to build 
new wealth products and services. 

 Paytm Money aims to achieve over 10 million users and 75 million yearly transactions in FY21, 
with the majority of users coming from small cities and towns. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 02, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
PAN-Aadhaar linking deadline extended to June 30 

 The central government has extended the deadline for linking the Aadhaar number with the 
permanent account number (PAN) to June 30, 2021, in view of the difficulties arising out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The earlier deadline was March 31. The government had said those who 
miss the deadline will be liable to pay a penalty of up to Rs 1,000 and their PAN will become 
invalid. 

 The date for issue of notice under Section 148 of Income Tax Act,1961, the passing of 
consequential order for direction issued by the Dispute Resolution Panel (DRP) and processing of 
equalisation levy statements has also been extended to 30th April 2021. The government passed 
the Finance Bill 2021 in the Lok Sabha last week where it inserted a new section 234H under 
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which a person shall be liable to pay a late fee of up to Rs 1,000 in case of non-linking of their 
PAN with Aadhaar. 

 
AYUSH Ministry in collab with Vinoba Seva Pratishthan organizes ‘Ayurveda Parav’ 

 In a bid to promote Ayurveda as the mainstream treatment for the prevalent lifestyle-related 
diseases, Vinoba SevaPratisthan (VSP), in collaboration with the Ministry of AYUSH, has 
successfully organized a 3-day “Ayurveda Paravin Bhubaneswar. This unique initiative aims to not 
only ensure greater acceptance of Ayurveda among the masses but also to popularize Ayurveda 
as the main line of treatment for the current lifestyle diseases. 

 The Ministry of AYUSH provided full-fledged support to this programme. During this Parv, nearly 
25 research papers were presented by experts and researchers. The initiative generated 
tremendous response as thousands of patients turned up and showed their trust towards 
Ayurveda medication. They did get their diagnosis and consequent medicine. 

 

SPORTS 
Lewis Hamilton won bahrain Grand Prix 2021 

 Mercedes star Lewis Hamilton got his bid for an eighth world title off to a thrilling start with 
victory in the Bahrain Grand Prix 2021. Hamilton after his 96th career win.  

 Max Verstappen (Red bull) and V Bottas (Mercedes ) stand 2nd and 3rd Position Respectively. 
 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Subhash Kumar takes additional charge as CMD of ONGC 

 Subhash Kumar has assumed the additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on April 01, 2021.  

 He is serving as Director (Finance) at ONGC. Kumar succeeds incumbent CMD, Shashi Shanker, 
who superannuated on March 31, 2021. 

 
Mukhmeet S. Bhatia takes over as Director General of ESIC 

 Senior IAS officer, Mukhmeet S. Bhatia took over the charge of Director General of Employees’ 
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on April 04, 2021. He is a 1990 IAS Officer of the Jharkhand 
cadre. Earlier, he has worked as the Additional Secretary in the Department of Economic Affairs, 
Ministry of Finance.  

 ESIC is a Statutory and an Autonomous Body under the Ministry of Labour and Employment. 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Children’s Book Day: 02 April 

 International Children’s Book Day (ICBD) is organised annually on 2nd April since 1967, by the 
International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY), an international non-profit organization, 
to inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children’s books. 

 Theme 2021: “The Music of Words.” 

 Each year a different National Section of IBBY has the opportunity to be the international 
sponsor of ICBD and decide upon a theme. The IBBY United States is the sponsor for 
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International Children’s Book Day 2021. 
 
World Autism Awareness Day: 02 April 

 The World Autism Awareness Day is observed internationally on 2 April every year, to raise 
awareness about people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) throughout the world. The 2021 
World Autism Awareness Day observance will address these issues through a virtual event that 
will include moderated panel discussions with individuals on the autism spectrum who have 
themselves experienced the challenges and seen these new opportunities in the employment 
market. 

 The very first World Autism Day was observed in the year 2008 on April 2. It was adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly on 18 December 2007. World Autism Day is one of only seven 
official health-specific UN Days. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Legendary Actor Rajinikanth to be honoured with 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

 The legendary actor Rajinikanth has been selected to be honoured with the 51st Dadasaheb 
Phalke Awards, the highest film honour in India. The iconic actor Rajinikanth will receive the 
Dadasaheb Phalke award for 2019 for his stupendous contribution to Indian cinema. Rajinikanth 
will receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award on May 3, 2021. 

 Rajinikanth is the 12th South Indian to get this award. Legends like Dr Rajkumar, Akkineni 
Nageshwar Rao, K Balachander have been awarded before. The legendary actor has been 
honoured with the Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan in the past. 

 The jury this year for the prestigious award included playback icon Asha Bhosle, director-
producer Subhash Ghai, Malayalam superstar Mohanlal, music composer and singer Shankar 
Mahadevan and Biswajeet Chatterjee. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Axis Bank to sell UK arm to tech platform 

 Private sector lender Axis Bank has entered into a Share Purchase Agreement for sale of 100 per 
cent stake in its subsidiary, Axis Bank UK Limited to OpenPayd Holdings Ltd. The agreement was 
entered on March 31, 2021, and the transaction is subject to approval by the UK Financial 
Regulator, the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA). 

 The consideration or the value for the transaction would be the completion net asset value (book 
value of the bank on the date of completion), plus a fixed premium of $5,500,000. Axis Bank 
expects the sale to be completed by September 30, 2021 subject to the approval of ‘Change in 
Control’, received from the UK Financial Regulator, the PRA. 

 
SBI inks USD 1 billion loan agreement with Japan Bank 

 India’s largest lender, State Bank of India, has raised $1 billion from Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JBIC) to extend loans to the supply chain of the Japanese automobile industry in 
India. The loan is in the form of refinancing against the funding support provided to the 
manufacturers, suppliers and dealers of Japanese automobiles in India. 
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 This collaboration between SBI and JBIC will help the bank in extending loan facility to the entire 
supply chain at a time when people are preferring a personal mode of transport. Now the total 
loan facility between SBI and JBIC has become $2 billion. Earlier in October 2020, SBI inked a 
similar agreement for $1 billion with JBIC. 

  

Current Affairs PDF- April 01, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Govt further extends Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme to June 30, 2021 

 The Central Government has extended the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS 3.0) 
by another three months till June 30, 2021, or till such time that an amount of Rs. 3 lakh crore is 
sanctioned under the Scheme. Additionally, the government has also introduced certain 
modifications in the ECLGS scheme to further contribute towards economic revival. 
Modified rules: 

 The limit of credit has been enhanced to 40 per cent of outstanding loans as of February 29, 
2020. This limit was 20 per cent earlier. 

 The scheme would now also cover borrowers with total credit outstanding up to Rs 500 crore, 
with overdues for 60 days or less on February 29 2020, as compared to 30 days overdue earlier. 

 The tenor of loans granted under ECLGS 3.0 is 6 years with a moratorium period of 2 years on 
repayment of principal. In ECLGS 2.0, the tenor was five years with a 12-month moratorium. 

 Further, the scheme has also introduced providing an incentive to MLIs (member lending 
institutions) to enable the availability of additional funding facility to the eligible beneficiaries. 

 The ECLGS was announced as part of the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Package of Central Government 
to provide fully guaranteed and collateral-free additional credit to MSMEs, business enterprises, 
individual loans for business purposes and MUDRA borrowers. 

 
Education Minister inaugurates ‘Anandam: The Center for Happiness’ at IIM Jammu 

 Union Education Minister, Ramesh Pokhriyal has inaugurated “Anandam: The Center for 
Happiness” at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Jammu virtually. The centre will help 
people overcome mental stress and help spread positivity and it will encourage and propagate 
holistic development for all the stakeholders at IIM Jammu. Lieutenant Governor, Jammu, and 
Kashmir, Manoj Sinha; Founder, Art of Living Foundation, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar virtually graced the 
occasion. 

 The purpose of establishing ‘Anandam’ at IIM Jammu is to bring holistic well-being. Regular 
physical exercises at the Center will contribute to the wellness at the physical level for both the 
students and the faculty. Under the concept of ‘Anandam: The Center for Happiness’ will be 
divided into five broad categories, namely, Counselling, Holistic wellness, Elective courses on 
Happiness Development, Research and Leadership & Faculty Development. 
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OBITUARY 
Beloved children’s author of US, Beverly Cleary passes away 

 Beloved children’s author of US, Beverly Cleary passed away. She was named a Living Legend in 
2000 by the Library of Congress. In 2003, she was chosen as one of the winners of the National 
Medal of Arts.  

 The author whose memories of her Oregon childhood were shared with millions through the 
likes of Ramona and Beezus Quimby and Henry Huggins. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
Utkal Divas or Odisha Day is celebrated on 1 April 

 Utkal Divas or Utakala Dibasha is celebrated on April 1 every year to remember the formation of 
the Odisha state after a struggle to be recognised as an independent state. Under British rule, 
Odisha was part of the Bengal presidency, which consisted of the present-day Bihar, West 
Bengal, and Odisha. The state was originally called Orissa but the Lok Sabha passed the Orissa 
Bill, and Constitution Bill (113rd amendment), in March 2011 to rename it Odisha. 

 The region became part of Kalinga after it was conquered by Magadha King Ashoka in 261 BC to 
expand his Mauryan rule. After Mauryan rule, King Kharavela’s rule began in Odisha. Kharavela 
managed to avenge the Mauryan invasion by defeating Magadh. Historians credit Kharavela for 
laying the foundation for Odisha’s fame as a land of art, architecture and sculpture. He also 
managed to establish a powerful political state. 

 Gajapati Mukunda Deva was the last Hindu king of Odisha. He was defeated by the Mughals in 
1576. A few hundred years later, the British took over and divided the state into different parts. 
The northern and western districts of the state became part of what was then called the Bengal 
presidency. 

 The new province of Odisha was formed after people’s continued struggle, which finally paid off 
on April 1, 1936. Sir John Hubbak was the first governor of the state. Notable leaders from that 
movement are Utkala Gouraba, Madhusudan Das, Utkala Mani, Gopabandhu Das, Fakir Mohan 
Senapati, Pandita Nilakantha Das, and many others. 

 
International Transgender Day of Visibility: 31st March 

 International Transgender Day of Visibility observed globally on 31st March every year. The day 
is dedicated to celebrating transgender people and raising awareness of discrimination faced by 
transgender people worldwide, as well as a celebration of their contributions to society. 

 The day was founded by US-based transgender activist Rachel Crandall of Michigan in 2009. As a 
reaction to the lack of LGBT recognition of transgender people, citing the frustration that the 
only well-known transgender-centred day was the Transgender Day of Remembrance which 
mourned the murders of transgender people but did not acknowledge and celebrate living 
members of the transgender community. The first International Transgender Day of Visibility was 
held on March 31, 2009. It has since been spearheaded by the U.S.-based youth advocacy 
organization Trans Student Educational Resources. 

 
 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Dr Sharankumar Limbale to receive Saraswati Samman 2020 

 Noted Marathi writer Dr Sharankumar Limbale will receive Saraswati Samman, 2020 for his book 
Sanatan. The award carries fifteen lakh rupees, a citation and a plaque. Saraswati Samman, 
instituted by KK Birla Foundation in 1991, is recognised as the most prestigious and highest 
literary award in the country. 

 Dr Limbale’s Sanatan has been published in 2018. Sanatan is an important social and historical 
document of the Dalit struggle. Speaking first to All India Radio, Dr Limbale was overjoyed with 
emotion as he started his career with the public broadcaster. 

 
Maggie O’Farrell’s ‘Hamnet’ wins book critics award for fiction 

 Maggie O’Farrell’s Hamnet, an imagined take on the death of Shakespeare’s son from the 
bubonic plague, has won the National Book Critics Circle prize for fiction. Hamnet, an 
unfortunately well-timed story for the current pandemic, explores the impact of the boy’s illness 
and death on his family. He was Shakespeare’s only son, and scholars have long speculated 
about his influence — if any — on “Hamlet,” which Shakespeare worked on in the years 
following Hamnet’s death. 

 Tom Zoellner’s Island on Fire: The Revolt That Ended Slavery in the British Empire won for 
nonfiction, and Amy Stanley’s Stranger in the Shogun’s City: A Japanese Woman and Her World 
was the winner in biography. The autobiography award went to Cathy Park Hong for Minor 
Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
A book titled “Names of the Women” by Jeet Thayil 

 A book titled “Names of the Women” authored by Jeet Thayil. The book talks about the women 
whose roles were suppressed, reduced, or erased in the Gospels.  

 Jeet Thayil is a renowned author, best known for his book ‘Narcopolis’ which was shortlisted for 
the Man Booker Prize 2012 and won the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature. His most recent 
book ‘Low’ was released in 2020. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Govt pegs market borrowing at Rs 7.24 lakh crore in 1st half of FY22 

 The government has decided to borrow Rs 7.24 lakh crore in the first half of 2021-22 fiscal (FY22) 
to meet resources to revive the economy hit by coronavirus pandemic. This borrowing is 60.06 
per cent of the estimated gross issuances for fiscal 2021-22. 

 According to Budget 2021-22, the estimated gross borrowing is pegged at Rs 12.05 lakh crore in 
the financial year beginning April 01, 2021. The government raises money from the market to 
fund its fiscal deficit through dated securities and treasury bills. 

 
RBI extends deadline for processing auto-debit payments by 6 months 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the timeline for processing recurring online 
transactions by 6 months to September 30, 2021. Earlier in December 2020, RBI had directed all 
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banks including RRBs, NBFCs, and payment gateways that the processing of recurring 
transactions (domestic or cross-border) using cards or Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs) or 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) would not be continued beyond March 31, 2021, if they do not 
comply with Additional Factor of Authentication (AFA). 

 This means that with effect from April 30, 2021, there were supposed to be no automatic 
recurring payment for various services, including recharge and utility bill, under 
arrangements/practices not compliant with AFA. However, banks and payment gateways had 
sought additional time to comply with the RBI directive on automatic recurring payment. Taking 
it into consideration, RBI decided to further extend the timeline. 

 
Government announces Rs 14,500 crore capital infusion in 4 PSBs 

 The Central Government has announced to infuse Rs 14,500 crore in four state-owned lenders 
namely Central Bank of India, Indian Overseas Bank, Bank of India and UCO Bank in 2020-21, by 
issuing non-interest bearing bonds to these banks. This infusion will complete the government’s 
total capital infusion of Rs 20,000 crore in public sector banks for the current financial year 2020-
21. Earlier in December 2020, it infused Rs 5,500 crore in Punjab and Sind Bank.  

 The Recapitalisation bonds will be issued with six different maturities, and the special securities 
would be “at par” for the amount as per the application made by the eligible banks. Banks 
require capital to meet the mandatory reserve requirements laid out by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), make provisions for bad loans and kick-start the lending cycle when demand revives 
in the economy. 

 
Union Bank of India launched “UNI – CARBON CARD” 

 Union Bank of India has launched “UNI – CARBON CARD”, an HPCL co-branded credit card on the 
Rupay platform of NPCI. It is a unique card designed with association with one of the largest 
Public Sector Bank, Union Bank of India and HPCL, a leader in the fuel retail and Rupay – India’s 
largest card payment network. It will create an opportunity to create value for the customers. 
Benefit: 

 The Bank is having a total network of 9590+ branches and 13280+ ATMs across India, this co-
branded credit card is a Bank’s maiden joint venture. 

 While using this card at HPCL retail outlets, the cardholder gets Cashback/Rewards in addition to 
the waiver of fuel surcharge provided by the Bank. 

 Cardholders will be able to enjoy many freebies and offer brought out by NPCI such as 
Entertainment, Lifestyle, Travel, Shopping, Food delivery, etc., 

 The card is offered to salaried and others. The card limit offered is 20% of gross annual income 
with a minimum of Rs 50,000/- with no upper limit. 

  

Current Affairs PDF- March 31, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
New Zealand passes miscarriages bereavement leave law 

 New Zealand’s parliament has passed legislation giving mothers and their partners the right to 
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paid leave following a miscarriage or stillbirth, becoming only the second country in the world to 
do so. India is the only other country with similar legislation. 

 The leave provisions apply to mothers, their partners as well as parents planning to have a child 
through adoption or surrogacy. One in four New Zealand women has had a miscarriage. The bill 
will give women and their partners time to come to terms with their loss without having to tap 
into sick leave. Because their grief is not a sickness, it is a loss. New Zealand was the first country 
in the world to give voting rights to women and has been a pioneer on issues around woman’s 
rights. 

 
Suez Canal reopens after giant stranded ship is freed 

 The giant container ship “Ever Given” that blocked traffic in the Suez Canal for the last week 
resumed its journey, after being successfully refloated. The efforts to float the delinquent 
Panamanian container ship Ever Given are successful. 

 The 1,400-foot-long cargo ship jammed diagonally across a southern section of the Suez Canal, 
leaving a total of 367 ships, including dozens of container ships and bulk carriers, unable to use 
the key trading route. 

 
Indo-Korean Friendship Park Inaugurated at Delhi Cantonment 

 India’s First Indo-Korean Friendship Park was jointly inaugurated at Delhi Cantonment by Hon’ble 
Raksha Mantri, Shri Rajnath Singh, and Hon’ble Minister of National Defence, Republic of Korea 
Mr Suh Wook. The park has been developed in joint consultation with the Ministry of Defence, 
the Government of India, the Indian Army, the Delhi Cantonment Board, the Embassy of Korea 
and the Korean War Veterans Association of India. 

 Besides being a symbol of strong India-South Korea friendly relations, this park will also act as a 
monument to India’s contributions as part of 21 countries that participated in the Korean war 
1950-53, under the aegis of the United Nations. 

 

NATIONAL 
India, US Carry Out Joint Military Drill In Himachal Pradesh 

 The 11th edition of Indo-US joint special forces exercises Vajra Prahar 2021 was conducted at 
Special Forces training school located at Bakloh, in Himachal Pradesh. The exercise ‘Vajra Prahar’ 
is aimed at sharing best practices and experiences in areas such as joint mission planning and 
operational tactics. The exercise was aimed at improving interoperability between the special 
forces of the two countries. 

 The armies of participating nations jointly train, plan and execute a series of operations for 
neutralisation of threats of varied nature with a common aim of countering threats of 
international terrorism through mutual training and jointness. 

 
Maharaja Chhatrasal Convention Centre inaugurated at Khajuraho 

 The Minister of State for Tourism and Culture (Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, and 
the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan jointly inaugurated the 
‘Maharaja Chhatrasal Convention Centre at Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh. The Convention Centre 
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has been developed under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism, adding 
another feather to the UNESCO World Heritage site at Khajuraho. 

 This new venue will cater to the business needs, by hosting meetings and conferences. The 
Convention Centre is equipped with all modern amenities and infrastructure to offer a secure 
space to host corporate banquets for teams both large and small amidst a soothing decor and 
ambience. 

 
UP govt organizes ‘banana festival’ in Kushinagar 

 Uttar Pradesh government was organised a ‘Banana Festival’ in Kushinagar, which has witnessed 
the participation of at least 35 farmers and entrepreneurs. The state government had in 2018 
organised the One District One Product (ODOP) scheme to promote traditional enterprise. 

 Noting the good cultivation of bananas in Kushinagar, products in the district made from banana 
fibre were selected in the ODOP scheme. At least 4,000 farmers are linked to banana cultivation 
and after inclusion in the ODOP scheme, around 500 people are employed in its processing. 
There are three banana fibre processing units in the district and the construction of a Common 
Facility Centre (CFC) is also planned. 

 
Nagaland Health Minister launches ‘i-Learn’ for Community Health Officers 

 Nagaland Health and Family Welfare Minister, S Pangnyu Phom has launched i-Learn, a capacity 
building and performance tracking application for Community Health Officers, CHOs in the state 
at his office chamber in Kohima. The state government launched the i-Learn application in 
partnership with USAID-NISHTHA/Jgpiego which will cater across the 189 Health & wellness 
centres in the state. 
About the “i-Learn”: 

 i-Learn is a learning management system for CHOs with self-facilitated learning for improving 
and learning new skills in clinical and non-clinical areas. 

 The state is committed to defeating the pandemic and as such it has rolled out several 
interventions including digital technology like the Naga Telehealth services. 

 The Naga Telehealth, a telemedicine platform launched just about six months ago has received a 
good response from the state’s own medical doctors and CHOs wherein more than 1000 
teleconsultations have been conducted. 

 

SPORTS 
India tops the medals tally with 15 gold at Delhi ISSF Shooting World Cup 

 India finished at the top of the medals table at the 2021 ISSF World Cup New Delhi, held from 18 
to 29 March 2021 at the Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range in New Delhi. India secured 30 medals 
which included 15 gold, 9 silver and 6 bronze. The USA came second with eight medals including 
four gold, three silver and one bronze. 
Winners of Gold Medal 
1. Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar: Men’s 50-metre rifle three positions 
2. Saurabh Chaudhary, Shahzar Rizvi and Abhishek Verma: Men’s 10-metre air pistol team 
event 
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3. Swapnil Kusale, Chain Singh and Neeraj Kumar: Men’s 50-metre rifle three positions team 
event 
4. Gurjoat Khangura, Angad Vir Singh Bajwa and Mairaj Ahmad Khan: Men’s Skeet team 
event 
5. Kynan Chenai, Prithviraj Toidaiman, Lakshay: Men’s Trap team event 
6. Chinki Yadav: Women’s 25-metre pistol 
7. Yashaswini Singh Deswal: Women’s 10-metre air pistol 
8. Yashaswini Singh Deswal, Manu Bhaker, Shri Nivetha Paramanantham: Women’s 10-
metre air pistol team 
9. Rahi Sarnobat, Manu Bhaker, Chinki Yadav: Women’s 25-metre pistol event 
10. Rajeshwari Kumar, Shreyasi Singh, Manisha Keer: Women’s Trap event 
11. Saurabh Chaudhary/Manu Bhaker: 10-metre air pistol Mixed Team event 
12. Divyansh Singh Panwar/Elavenil Valarivan: 10-metre air rifle Mixed Team 
13. Tejaswini/Vijayveer Sidhu: 25-metre rapid-fire Pistol Mixed Team 
14. Sanjeev Rajput/Tejaswini Sawant: 50-metre rifle three positions Mixed Team 
15. Angad Vir Singh Bajwa/Ganemat Sekhon: Trap Mixed Team 

 

OBITUARY 
1971 Battle of Basantar hero, Lt Gen Pinto (retd) passes away 

 Lieutenant General, Walter Anthony Gustavo ‘WAG’ Pinto (Retd), a military hero who led an 
infantry division to a legendary victory in the 1971 India-Pakistan War has passed away at the 
age of 97.  

 He led the 54 Infantry Division in the Battle of Basantar in the war that gave birth to Bangladesh, 
leading his troops from the front with the motto he coined “bash on regardless”. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
India & Bangladesh inks 5 MoU to Boost Cooperation 

 India and Bangladesh have signed five Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) to further boost 
bilateral cooperation. The signing of the MoUs took place on 27 March 2021, between 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Indian counterpart Narendra Modi in Dhaka. 
Indian PM Narendra Modiji was on a two-day official visit to Bangladesh to join the twin 
celebrations of Bangladeshi Founding Father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s birth 
centenary and the golden jubilee of Bangladesh’s independence in 1971. This is the first trip of 
PM Modi to a foreign country since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic. 
MoUs signed in the following areas  

 Disaster management, resilience, and mitigation. 

 Cooperation between Bangladesh National Cadet Corps (BNCC) and National Cadet Corps of 
India (INCC). 

 Establishment of a framework of cooperation in the area of trade remedial measures between 
Bangladesh and India. 

 Supply of ICT equipment, courseware, and reference books and training for Bangladesh-Bharat 
Digital Service & Employment and Training (BDSET) Centre. 
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 Establishment of sports facilities in Rajshahi College field and surrounding areas. 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
66th Filmfare Awards 2021: Check Complete List of Winners 

 The awards for the 66th annual Filmfare awards were announced. The event was hosted by 
actors Rajkummar Rao and Riteish Deshmukh. Despite the difficulties the film industry faced 
during 2020 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, Filmfare decided it was important to 
commemorate the best of Indian cinema. Among the winners was the late Irrfan Khan, who won 
the award for best actor in a leading role (male) category, while Amitabh Bachchan bagged the 
best actor (critics) Award. 
66th Filmfare Awards 2021: 
1. Best Film: Thappad 
2. Best Film (Critics): Prateek Vats (Eeb Allay Ooo!) 
3. Best Director: Om Raut (Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior) 
4. Best Actor in a Lead Role (MALE): Irrfan Khan (Angrezi Medium) 
5. Best Actor (Critics): Amitabh Bachchan (Gulabo Sitabo) 
6. Best Actor in a Lead Role (Female): Taapsee Pannu (Thappad) 
7. Best Actress (Critics): Tillotama Shome (SIR) 
8. Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Male): Saif Ali Khan (Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior) 
9. Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Female): Farrokh Jaffar (Gulabo Sitabo) 
10. Best Story: Anubhav Sushila Sinha and Mrunamayee Lagoo Waikul (Thappad) 
11. Best Screenplay: Rohena Gera (SIR) 
12. Best Dialogue: Juhi Chaturvedi (Gulabo Sitabo) 
13. Best Debut Director: Rajesh Krishnan (Lootcase) 
14. Best Debut Female: Alaya F (Jawaani Jaaneman) 
15. Best Music Album: Pritam (Ludo) 
16. Best Lyrics: Gulzar (Chhappak) 
17. Best Playback Singer (male): Raghav Chaitanya – Ek Tukda Dhoop (Thappad) 
18. Best Playback Singer (Female): Asees Kaur (Malang) 
19. Lifetime Achievement Award: Irrfan Khan. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 30, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
US President Biden invites PM Modi to Leaders Summit on Climate 

 President Joe Biden has invited 40 world leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to a 
US-hosted virtual summit on climate next month to underscore the urgency and the economic 
benefits of stronger climate action. Biden will host a two-day climate summit of world leaders 
starting on Earth Day, April 22, in which he will outline the US goal for reductions of carbon 
emissions by 2030, known as the nationally determined contribution under the historic Paris 
accord. 

 The White House said a total of 40 world leaders, including Prime Minister Modi, Chinese 
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President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin, were invited to the conference, which 
will be live-streamed to the public. 

 Other leaders invited for the summit include Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Saudi Arabia King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and UK Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson. Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Bhutanese Prime Minister Lotay 
Tshering are the other two leaders from South Asia to be invited for the mega-conference. 

 

OBITUARY 
Noted journalist and author Anil Dharker passes away 

 Noted journalist and author Anil Dharker passed away. He was the founder and director of the 
Mumbai International Literary Festival. He was in his mid-70s, was the editor of several 
publications including Mid-Day and The Independent and played a vital role in opening the 
Akashwani Auditorium in south Mumbai as an art movie theatre. 

 Dharker had been the editor of a variety of publications, starting with ‘Debonair’, ‘Mid-Day’; 
‘The Independent’ and ‘The Illustrated Weekly of India’. 

 He was a columnist for The Indian Express newspaper and has authored ‘The Romance Of Salt’, 
a book on Mahatma Gandhi’s Dandi March. He had also worked as a TV show producer and 
anchor. 

 He was also a member of the Advisory Boards of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and 
the Children’s Film Society of India. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
SAIL Chairperson Soma Mondal appointed Chairperson of SCOPE 

 Soma Mondal, the chairperson of the state-owned Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL), was 
on March 26, 2021, elected the new chairperson of the Standing Conference of Public 
Enterprises (SCOPE). Mondal will have a two-year term starting April; she took 

 SCOPE is an apex professional organization representing the Central Public Sector Enterprises 
(CPSEs). It promotes excellence in organisations where public investment is involved, in order to 
enable them to be globally competitive. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
India and US agree to revamp SEP 

 India and the US on Monday decided to revamp the existing energy cooperation framework to 
focus more on clean energy keeping advanced American technology and the rapidly growing 
Indian energy market in mind to reflect new priorities set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
President Joe Biden. 

 Petroleum minister Dharmendra Pradhan and US energy secretary Jennifer Granholm have 
decided to revamp the India-US Strategic Energy Partnership (SEP) accordingly and convene the 
third meeting of the revamped SEP at an early date, requesting anonymity. 

 “Earlier, two SEPs were *held under the Trump Administration+, where the focus of energy 
cooperation was more on supply of fossil fuels from America rather than cooperation in 
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reducing carbon footprints. While the import of fossil fuel from the US will continue, 
Washington will support India’s efforts for clean energy,” the official said. The inaugural SEP, a 
ministerial meeting, was first held on April 17, 2018. Its second meeting took place on July 17, 
2020. 

 
India, South Korea agree on joint production, export of military hardware 

 In a significant move, India and South Korea have agreed to go for joint production and export 
of military hardware, enhance intelligence sharing and boost cooperation in cyber and space 
domains as part overall expansion of defence and security ties. 

 The decisions were taken during delegation-level talks between Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
and his South Korean counterpart Suh Wook on Friday with both sides resolving to give a major 
push to ramp up ties. 

 The South Korean minister was on a three-day visit to India from Thursday last that was focused 
on boosting bilateral defence and military cooperation. 

 
7th annual summit of NATHEALTH 

 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan, addressed the 7th annual 
summit of NATHEALTH. The summit focused on ‘Indian Health system expansion in post-COVID 
era’. While addressing the summit the minister reiterated the commitments of the government 
for fulfilling the goal of Health for all. 

 The primary vision of the policy-framework is to attain highest possible level of health and well-
being for all irrespective of all age groups. To attain this vision, the policy emphasizes on 
preventive & promotive aspects of health and providing universal access to good quality 
healthcare services. Government also launched Ayushman Bharat program with the objective of 
providing Universal Free Access to primary health care, promoting health and wellbeing. 

 
About Health Union Budget 2021-22 

 Union Budget 2021-22 also identifies Health as one of the six main pillars to drive growth. 
 It has adopted a holistic approach towards health and wellbeing with a financial allocation of Rs 

2,23,846 crore in 2021-22. 
 It accounts for an increase of 137% over 2020-2021. 
 To achieve the objectives of the policy, the government is working towards increasing health 

expenditure by 2.5 % of GDP 2025. 
 The government is also encouraging State Governments to increase State sector health 

spending to 8% of the State’s GDP. 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Mahinder Giri Wins International Ranger Award 

 Mahinder Giri, a range officer who has been deployed at Motichur range of Rajaji Tiger Reserve 
(RTR) for the past few years, has become the only ranger from Asia to win the prestigious 
International Ranger Award. 

 The award has been announced for 10 professionals across the globe by the International Union 
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for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), “based 
on their contribution towards conservation”. 
 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
PM Modi unveils new version of 'Exam Warriors' 

 PM Modi unveils new version of 'Exam Warriors' to make them stress free before examinations. 
 The new version of Exam Warriors written by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is now available 

with many new mantras for students as well as parents. It is available at retail stores as well as 
online. The Exam Warriors module is also available on the NaMo App. 

 In a series of tweets, Mr Modi said, the new edition of the book has been enriched with 
valuable inputs from students, parents and teachers. Substantive new parts have been added 
that would especially interest the parents and teachers. He said the book reaffirms the need to 
remain stress free before an exam. The Prime Minister added that it has many interactive 
activities for students and parents. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Deutsche bank's new investment Banking head 

 Deutsche Bank has named Fabrizio Campelli to lead its investment bank — part of a raft of 
board changes — as the German lender's chief executive, Christian Sewing, steps back from 
managing the unit. 

 Campelli, who has most recently served as its chief transformation officer, will take 
responsibility for Deutsche's corporate and investment bank, it said in a statement. The move is 
part of a series of changes at the bank, which include handing Sewing a renewed contract to 
keep him at the helm until 2026, in what it described as a "clear signal of continuity". 

 
S&P raises India’s FY22 GDP growth forecast to 11% from 10% 

 S&P Global Ratings raised India’s growth forecast for the financial year 2021-22 to 11% from 
10% earlier, led by an expansionary fiscal policy aimed at boosting domestic private spending. 

 It has also raised the 2021 growth forecast for China to 8% from 7% on stronger-than-expected 
exports and lingering momentum in the property market.  

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 29, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Jal Shakti Minister approves incentive fund 

 Seven States viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh qualified for performance incentive grantfor 2020-21 under Jal Jeevan 
Mission(JJM) – Har Ghar Jal to provide assured tap water supply to every rural home by 2024. 
For performance incentive grant, the criteria include physical and financial progress under JJM, 
functionality of piped water supply schemes and capacity to utilize the fund.Union Minister, Jal 
Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh Sekhawat approved Rs. 465 Crore as performance incentive to these 
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States. 
 Despite CoVid-19 pandemic and resultant lockdowns and disruption,speedy implementation of 

Jal Jeevan Mission on the ground has set an example and during the financial year, more than 
3.16 Crore rural households have been provided tap water connection. Presently, Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands, Goa and Telangana States have become ‘Har Ghar Jal' States/ UT and every 
household in 55 districts and 85 thousand villages of the country, have tap water supply. 

  
Shaheed ashfaq ullah khan Park inaugurated 

 After a long wait, Gorakhpur has finally got its own Zoological Garden, named after freedom 
fighter Ashfaqullah Khan. 

 Dedicating the project to the people of Gorakhpur, chief minister Yogi Adityanath who 
inaugurated the zoo on Saturday, said that this had been his dream project and would be 
another marker of Gorakhpur’s development, serve and a medium of tourism and help to 
generate employment. This is the third zoological garden in the state. Lucknow and Kanpur have 
one zoo each. Hailing Khan after whom the zoo has been named, the CM recalled his 
participation in the Kakori incident during India’s freedom struggle, for which he was martyred. 
“The Kakori incident and Gorakhpur have an unbreakable relationship. The immortal freedom 
fighter Pandit Ram Prasad Bismil, also the mastermind of Kakori incident, was kept in Gorakhpur 
jail and hanged here. 

  
Residential hockey centre of excellence to come up in Lucknow 

 A centre of excellence in hockey will be set up in the Uttar Pradesh capital soon. The union 
sports ministry, with support from the state government, has taken the decision to nurture 
talent in a state which produced hockey stalwarts Dhyan Chand and Kunwar Digvijay Singh 
‘Babu’ and has a rich history in the game. 

 A 100-bed hostel for boys and girls, modern sports medicine and physiotherapy centres as well 
as top coaches would be part of the centre to come up at the state government-run Padma Shri 
Mohd Shahid Synthetic Stadium. 

 The union sports ministry will fund the centre at a venue that already has facilities for hockey, 
tennis, badminton and squash. The Uttar Pradesh Sports Directorate will run it in consultation 
with Uttar Pradesh Hockey. 

  
Delhi cabinet gives nod for purchase of 300 e-buses 

 The Delhi Cabinet on Friday approved a proposal for purchase of 300 low-floor fully electric air-
conditioned buses by the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) under the Central government’s 
“faster adoption and manufacturing of hybrid and electric vehicles in India (FAME) phase-II” 
scheme. 

 The government in a statement said the first tender called by DTC in October 2019 was “not 
found responsive” and, therefore, the process was cancelled. A fresh tender was later called in 
June 2020, but that too was cancelled as the rates were not found to be competitive. Finally, a 
third tender in December 2020 was found to be responsive and competitive. 
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Global Wind Report 2021: 2020 was Best Year for Wind Industry 
 Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the year 2020 was the best year in history for the global wind 

industry as this sector installed 93GW of new capacity in 2020, according to a new report titled 
‘Global Wind Report 2021, released by the Global Wind Energy Council. This is the 16th annual 
flagship report, released by GWEC on March 25, 2021. The 93GW represents a 53% year-on-
year increase. 
According to the report: 

 The global wind power market increased four times in size over the past decade but the record 
growth was seen in 2020. 

 This increase was driven by a surge of installations in China and the US alon 
 Together, the US and China installed 75% of new installations in 2020 and account for over half 

of the world’s total wind power capacity. 
 In the current scenario, 743GW of wind power capacity has been installed worldwide, which is 

helping to avoid over 1.1 billion tonnes of CO2 annually. 
 However, GWEC’s report shows that the current rate of wind power installed will not be enough 

to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. 
 The world needs to install a minimum of 180 GW of new wind energy every single year to limit 

global warming to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels. 
 Similarly, it will need to increase the capacity to 280GW annually to meet the net-zero emission 

target by 2050. 
 

 OBITUARY 
Former RBI Deputy Governor KC Chakrabarty passes away 

 Former Reserve Bank of India Deputy Governor, KC Chakrabarty passed away. He was the 
deputy governor of the central bank between 15 June 2009 and 25 April 2014 when he 
demitted office three months before his term was to end. Prior to the stint, he had served as 
the chairman and managing director (CMD) of Punjab National Bank (2007-2009), and CMD of 
Indian Bank (2005-2007). 

 Chakrabarty started his career as a banker with the Bank of Baroda where his last assignment 
was to head the UK operations of the bank between 2001 and 2004. Chakrabarty, who had 
spent nearly four decades across multiple public sector banks, often spoke his mind on critical 
issues concerning the banking sector. He was also famous for his wit and sharp retorts. 

 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Nilam sawhney is new State Election Commissioner of Andhra Pradesh 

 Nilam Sawhney, former chief secretary and adviser to Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
will be State Election Commissioner of AP after the retirement of the incumbent, Nimmagadda 
Ramesh Kumar at the end of the month. 

 Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhushan Harichandan approved Sawhney’s name for the post 
on Friday. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
HDFC Bank Named India's Best SME Bank by Asiamoney 

 HDFC Bank has adjudged the ‘India’s Best Bank for SMEs’ at the Asiamoney Best Bank Awards 
2021. In its evaluation, the magazine said on its website – “HDFC Bank’s transformation of its 
micro, small and medium-sized enterprise (MSME) business over the past few years makes it a 
worthy winner of this award.” The Annual Best Banks survey of the financial magazine based in 
Hong Kong aims to identify which banks in each market have excelled across a range of core 
banking activities over the past 12 months. 

 Asiamoney’s award decisions were made by a team of senior journalists after receiving detailed 
submissions from market participants and in conjunction with research into the banking and 
capital markets by our editorial committee. Senior editors also visited each country or territory 
to meet leading bankers and gather client and competitor feedback. 

  
World Bank Releases “World Development Report 2021" 

 The “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives” was released by the World Bank. 
The World Development Report focuses on how data can improve the lives of poor people and 
advance development objectives, to ensure no one is left behind. It highlights the tremendous 
potential of the changing data landscape to improve the lives of poor people, at the same time 
acknowledging its potential to open back doors that can harm individuals, businesses, and 
societies. 

 Through this report, World Bank aims to support its client countries by identifying where public 
and private sector investments are the most critical, defining a rich program for policy reform 
and technical assistance, and highlighting areas in which global initiatives can help to convene 
and facilitate cross-border cooperation. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 28, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Republic of Congo President Sassou Nguesso wins election 

 The longtime president of the Republic of Congo, Sassou Nguesso is set for another five-year 
term after getting over 88% of the vote. The election day was marred by the death of his main 
opponent, Guy Brice Parfait Kolelas. 

 The African leader is one of the world's longest-serving presidents, earning him the nickname 
"emperor."He has led Congo for a total of 36 years. The former paratrooper first became 
president in 1979 and remained in power for three consecutive terms. 

 

 NATIONAL 
Air India to be 100% Privatised: Hardeep Puri 

 The much-delayed privatisation of Air India is likely to be completed in the first half of this year, 
said Union Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri on Saturday. “We’ve decided that Air India 
will be 100 per cent disinvested. 
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 The choice isn’t between disinvestment and non-disinvestment. It’s between disinvestment and 
closing down. Air India is a first-rate asset but has an accumulated debt of Rs 60,000 crore. 

 
DD Free Dish has crossed about 40 million subscribers 

 DD Free Dish, a multi-channel Free-To-Air Direct to Home (DTH) service of public broadcaster 
Prasar Bharati, has crossed an estimated 40 million subscribers, according to a report. The EY 
FICCI Media Entertainment Report 2021 attributed the growth to less expensive television sets, 
economic issues, launch of the DD Retro Channel and return of big broadcasters to the Free 
Dish platform, a statement said. 

 DD Free Dish has continued its strong growth trajectory and its base has crossed an estimated 
40 million subscribers according to the report. 

 Television households will continue to grow at over 5 per cent till 2025, driven by connected 
TVs NSE 2.22 % which could cross 40 million by 2025 and DD Free Dish could cross 50 million, 
the statement said. 

 
UP to have maximum number of international airports in the country 

 Uttar Pradesh will soon be the state with maximum number of international airports in the 
country. With three new international airports expected to be made operational in the next 
three years, the state will soon have five international airports. 

 The Yogi Adityanath-led government in UP has sanctioned Rs 200 crore for the Kushinagar 
airport, which got the Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s (DGCA’s) approval recently, thus 
becoming the third licensed international airport in UP after Lucknow and Varanasi. 

 

 SPORTS 
‘Girl Gang’ Announced Official Song Of ICC Women’s World Cup 2022 

 Girl Gang, a track by New Zealand singer Gin Wigmore, has been announced as the official song 
of the 2022 ICC Women’s World Cup. 

 The tournament is set to be hosted in New Zealand from March 4 to April 3, 2022. Originally 
scheduled to be held from February 6 to March 7, 2021, the World Cup was postponed by a 
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
Rahi Sarnobat, Chinky Yadav and Manu Bhaker clinch Gold at ISSF Shooting World Cup 

 In Shooting, India won gold in the women's 25m Pistol Team event at the ISSF World Cup in 
Delhi. India beat Poland in the final to win the country's 10th gold. The Indian women's team of 
Rahi Sarnobat, Chinki Yadav and Manu Bhaker beat Poland's Joanna Iwona Wawrzonowska, 
Julita Borek and Agnieszka Korejwo 17-7 in the gold medal match. 

 Earlier in the day, the Indian women's team in the 50m Rifle 3 Positions event had to settle for a 
silver as they lost 43-47 to Poland in the gold medal match. India is dominating the standings 
with 21 medals, including 10 gold medals. 
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OBITUARY 
Noted Odissi dancer Laxmipriya Mohapatra passes away 

 Noted Odissi dancer Laxmipriya Mohapatra, the wife of legendary classical dancer Kelucharan 
Mohapatra, passed away. 

 She started her dancing career at the Annapurna Theatre in Puri in 1947. She has also acted in 
four Odia movies. Though he was an expert in Odissi and Gotipua dance forms, Kelucharan was 
then performing as a tabla player in the theatre. 

 

 AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Carmen Maria Machado wins The Rathbones Folio Prize 2021 

 'In The Dream House: A Memoir' by Carmen Maria Machado Wins The Rathbones Folio Prize 
2021. In the 2019 book, the author outlines her experiences in a same-sex relationship with her 
former partner, and the abuse she was subjected to. It is at once an inventive and radical work, 
a true testimony to her narrative gift. 

 The prize is open to all genres – fiction, non-fiction, and poetry- from writers from around the 
world. It is the only prize in which all the books considered for the prize are selected and judged 
by an academy of peers, though there are three main judges. 
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