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NATIONAL 
9th  Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable to be hosted by India in 2022 

 International Energy Forum (IEF) announced that India has agreed to host the 9th Asian 
Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER9). The 9th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable will be held 
in 2022. Dates of this conference will be announced later and it will take forward the 
understandings reached in the previous meeting in Abu Dhabi during 2018. 

 The decision of India to be the host of this Energy Roundtable came after a virtual meeting 
between IEF Secretary-General Joseph McMonigle and Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. 

 Chief executive officers of Indian Oil Corp, Bharat Petroleum, and Hindustan Petroleum Corp, in 
addition to senior officers from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, were also present at 
the meeting. 

 
Central government released Smart Cities Awards 2020 winners 

 The Central government has declared Smart City awards 2020 in which Indore (Madhya Pradesh) 
and Surat (Gujarat) won the award jointly for their overall development. Whereas Uttar Pradesh 
emerged on the top among all states, followed by Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu under the 
Smart City award, 2020. The Smart City awards were given across the themes of Social Aspects, 
Governance, Culture, Urban Environment, Sanitation, Economy, Built Environment, Water, Urban 
Mobility. 

 According to the Centre, of the total, proposed projects under the Smart Cities Mission, 5,924 
projects (115% by number) worth ₹1,78,500 crore have been tendered so far. Whereas work 
orders have been issued for 5,236 projects (101% by number) worth ₹1,46,125 crore. 

 

SPORTS 
Australian swimmer Kaylee McKeown breaks 100-meter backstroke world record with a time of 57.45 
seconds 

 Australian swimmer Kaylee McKeown breaks the 100-meter backstroke world record at the 
South Australian Aquatic Centre with a time of 57.45 seconds from the previous mark of 57.57 
seconds set by American Regan Smith in 2019.  

 Emily Seebohm finished second in 58.59 to qualify for her fourth Olympics.  
 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Karnam Malleswari appointed as the First vice chancellor of Delhi Sports University 

 The Delhi government appointed former Olympic medalist weightlifter Karnam Malleswari as the 
first Vice-Chancellor of Delhi Sports University.  

 She is the first Indian woman weightlifter to bring home an Olympic medal. She created history 
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at the Sydney Olympics in 2000 by lifting 110 kilograms and 130 kilograms in the ‘snatch’ and 
‘clean and jerk’ categories. She has also been awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 
Arjuna Award and Padma Shri. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 2021 : 26th June  

 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is observed globally on 26th June 
every year. The day is observed by the United Nations as an expression of its determination to 
strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society free of drug 
abuse. 

 The theme of International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 2021 is “Share Facts On 
Drugs, Save Lives”. 

 On 7 December 1987, the United Nations General Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the 
International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an expression of its determination 
to strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society free of drug 
abuse by passing a resolution 42/112. 

 
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture 2021 : 26th June  

 International Day in Support of Victims of Torture is observed on 26th June every year. This day 
is observed by the United Nations to raise awareness among the people about human torture 
that it is not only unacceptable but it is also a crime. 

 On 12 December 1997, The UN General Assembly passed a resolution 52/149 and decided to 
watch 26 June because the United Nations International Day in Support of Victims of Torture to 
eradicate torture and therefore the effective functioning of the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. it’s to be remembered that pain 
or suffering caused by the legal penalty isn’t considered as torture. On 26 June 1998, the primary 
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture was held. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Cochin International Airport won honour in airport service quality award 

 Cochin International Airport (CIAL) won Airport Council International (ACI) Director General’s Roll 
of Excellence honour in Airport Service Quality. This recognition is awarded to those airports 
which, in the opinion of passengers, consistently delivered excellent services. 

 Cochin International Airport has consistently delivered excellence in customer service by winning 
multiple awards for five years in past 10 years. It is one among six airports across the world that 
will receive recognition in 2021. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Ruskin Bond’s New book ‘It’s a wonderful Life’  

 Indian British author Ruskin Bond has authored a new book titled ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ is 
published by Aleph Book Company.  

 The book is written in a perceptive, uplifting, deeply moving, and non-fictional way.  He is a 
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recipient of Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan. His First Novel was the Room on the Roof’. 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
SBI Card partners with Fabindia  

 SBI Card, the country’s second-largest credit card issuer and Fabindia, a retail platform for a wide 
range of handcrafted products by the artisans of the country, have joined hands to launch an 
exclusive co-branded contactless credit card named “Fabindia SBI Card”. The card is designed 
with curated benefits and privileges to offer a rewarding shopping experience to its premium 
customers and comes in two variants — Fabindia SBI Card SELECT and Fabindia SBI Card. 

 The introduction of the new Fabindia SBI Card further bolsters our premium portfolio, reinforces 
our commitment to enable our customers to embrace digital payments and contribute to the 
country’s digital economy. 

 
SBI launched Aarogyam healthcare business loan for healthcare sector amid the pandemic 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has launched the Aarogyam healthcare business loan to provide 
enhanced support to the healthcare sector amid the pandemic. Under this new product, the 
entire healthcare ecosystem such as hospitals, nursing homes, diagnostic centres, pathology 
labs, manufacturers, suppliers, importers, logistic firms engaged in critical healthcare supply can 
avail of loans up to Rs 100 crore (as per the geographic location) repayable in 10 years, the 
country’s largest state-owned bank. 

 The Aarogyam loan can be availed either as a term loan to support expansion or modernisation 
or as working capital facilities such as cash credit, bank guarantee/letter of credit. 

 In metro centres loans under Aarogyam can be availed up to Rs 100 crore, Tier I & Urban centres 
up to Rs 20 crore and in Tier II to Tier VI centres up to Rs 10 crore. 

   

Current Affairs PDF- JUNE 25, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Nikol Pashinyan elected as the new Prime Minister of Armenia 

 Armenia’s acting prime minister, Nikol Pashinyan, kept power in a parliamentary election that 
boosted his authority despite being widely blamed for a military defeat last year in the Nagorno-
Karabakh enclave. Nikol’s Civil Contract party won 53.92% of the votes cast. 

 An alliance led by his rival, ex-leader Robert Kocharyan, came second with 21%, according to the 
results based on ballots from 100% of precincts counted. Kocharyan was Armenia’s president 
from 1998 to 2008. 

 

NATIONAL 
Odisha’s CM Naveen Patnaik launched ‘Ashirbad’ for education and health of C-19 orphans 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced a new scheme ‘Ashirbad’ for the education, 
health and maintenance of C-19 orphans. The Chief Minister announced that Rs 2500 per month 
will be deposited in the bank accounts of family members who have taken the responsibility for 
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the children after the death of their parents. 

 Children who lost their parents or the main earning person of the family on April 1, 2020, or 
thereafter to C-19 will be eligible to be covered under the scheme. Such children under distress 
have been divided into three categories. Those who have lost both their parents, those who have 
lost either father or mother and those whose main earning member of the family, either father 
or mother have died. 

 
NTPC won recognition as India’s Best Employers among Nation-Builders 2021 

 For the first time, NTPC won recognition as India’s Best Employers among Nation-Builders 2021. 
It has been recognized as the ‘Great Place to Work’ for the 15th straight year by the Great Places 
to Work Institute. It has been ranked at 38th. It was ranked 47 last year. 

 It also won its first-ever recognition of India’s Best Employers among Nation-Builders 2021. 
NTPC, a Maharatna Community and Public Sector Unit work under the Ministry of Power. The 
PSU has also won the CII HR Excellence Role model award in March 2021. It is the highest award 
in the field of people management in the country. 

 The ‘Great Place to Work’ certification is recognised worldwide and is considered the gold 
standard in identifying and recognizing great workplaces with high trust and high-performance 
cultures. It is the most definitive ‘Employer of Choice’ recognition certification that the 
organization aim to achieve. 

  

SPORTS 
India’s official Olympic theme song ‘Lakshya Tera Samne Hai’ released 

 Ahead of the Tokyo Games, the official Olympic theme song for the Indian contingent was 
launched. Mohit Chauhan has composed and sung the song titled “Lakshya Tera Samne Hai”. The 
Games will open on July 23 and over 100 Indian athletes have qualified for the event so far. 

 The event was organised by Indian Olympic Association (IOA) and attended by its President, 
Secretary-General, Deputy Chef De Mission, Sports Secretary and DG Sports Authority of India 
(SAI). Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju was the chief guest at the event. 

 

OBITUARY 
Founder of McAfee antivirus software J.D. McAfee, passed away 

 British-American Software pioneer, John David McAfee, the creator of the McAfee antivirus 
software, has passed away. John was found dead in his cell in a jail near Barcelona, where he had 
been since October 2020, for evading taxes. 

 The incident happened shortly after his extradition to the United States was authorized by 
Spain’s National Court, on criminal charges filed in Tennessee by the Justice Department’s tax 
division. He was accused to have deliberately failed to file tax returns between 2014 and 2018, 
despite earning millions from consulting work, cryptocurrencies, among other things. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Jasprit Bumrah appointed as the brand ambassador of OnePlus 

 OnePlus, the global technology brand welcomed cricketer Jasprit Bumrah as Brand Ambassador 
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for its Wearables category. The partnership with Bumrah reiterates the brand philosophy of 
‘Never Settle’ and the company’s pursuit towards perfection. 

 The OnePlus Wearable category includes the OnePlus Watch, the first global smart wearable 
from OnePlus that offers a premium design, seamless connection, smart fitness tracking and an 
incredible battery life. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Vitiligo Day 2021: 25 June 

 World Vitiligo Day is observed on June 25 to build global awareness about vitiligo. Vitiligo is a 
skin disorder leading to loss of colour in the skin creating a variety of patterns on the skin from 
loss of pigment.  

 Vitiligo is often called a disease instead of a disorder and that can have a significant negative 
social or psychological impact on patients. The first World Vitiligo Day was observed on June 25, 
2011. 

 
Day of the Seafarer2021: 25 June 

 The International Maritime Organization (IMO) celebrates the annual Day of the Seafarer (DoS) 
on June 25 each year to pay respect to Seafarers and sailors who help the entire world function 
by conducting sea transport. 2021 marks the 11th anniversary of DoS. In the wake of the C-19 
pandemic, seafarers found themselves both on the front line of the global response and subject 
to difficult working conditions surrounding uncertainties and difficulties around port access, re-
supply, crew changeovers, repatriation, etc. 

 The theme of the 2021 campaign is “Seafarers: at the core of shipping’s future”. 

 The day was proposed by International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2010 to celebrate the 
contribution of the seafarer to the world economy and civil society. This special day has been 
celebrated since 2011. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
India and World Bank signs an loan agreement for Mizoram 

 The Government of India, along with the Government of Mizoram has signed a $32 million loan 
agreement with World Bank for Mizoram Health Systems Strengthening Project. The project aims 
to improve the management capacity and quality of health services in Mizoram, with a focus on 
the benefit of under-served areas and vulnerable groups. 

 The project will strengthen the governance and the management structure of the Department of 
Health and Family Welfare (DoHFW) and its subsidiaries, improve the quality and coverage of 
services delivered by the state government health systems, and invest in a comprehensive 
Quality Assurance program which would enable quality certification of health facilities. 

 The Mizoram Health Systems Strengthening Project will benefit the people across all eight 
districts of the state. It will also benefit health sector staff, specifically at the secondary and 
primary levels, by strengthening their planning and management capacity along with building 
their clinical skills and competencies. 
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BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
‘Will’ is the autobiography of Actor Will Smith  

 Actor Will Smith, who revealed the title and cover of his upcoming autobiography “Will”. The 
book, to be published Nov. 9 by Penguin Press. Will Smith is co-writing the book with author 
Mark Manson, and the cover is designed by New Orleans artist Brandan “BMike” Odums. Smith 
will also narrate the audiobook of Will from Penguin Random House Audio. 

 The book will delve into him being raised in West Philadelphia to entering superstardom as an 
actor and rapper. He’s a two-time Academy Award nominee and won a four-time Grammy 
winner. Smith starred in The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Bad Boys, Men in Black and Pursuit of 
Happyness. He’s won Grammys for Summertime, Men In Black, Gettin’ Jiggy Wit It and Parents 
Just Don’t Understand. 

 
Harsh Vardhan unveils ‘My Joys and Sorrows – as a Mother of a Special Child’ book 

 Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan has unveiled Krishna Saksena’s book “My Joys and Sorrows 
– as a Mother of a Special Child”. It is the epitome of the bravery and endurance of a mother, in 
the best tradition of Indian motherhood. 

 The book is full of beautiful photographs, including some black and white ones which have 
historical significance, not only because some of them feature public personalities but also 
because it chronicles the domestic as well as the professional context of the times. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Kotak Mahindra Bank launched the new feature ‘Pay Your Contact’ service 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank has announced the launch of ‘Pay Your Contact’ the new feature that 
enables its customers to send money or make payments to any of their contacts across all 
payment apps simply by the beneficiary’s mobile number. The ‘Pay Your Contact’ service is 
available on the lender’s mobile banking app and uses the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 
platform.  

 The ‘Pay Your Contact’ feature on Kotak mobile banking app has made payments as easy and 
simple as can be. Kotak customers can now make their payments to a friend, household help, 
neighbourhood shop etc. just by knowing the beneficiary’s mobile number. 
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NATIONAL 
Vijay Rupani CM of Gujarat launched Agricultural Diversification Scheme 

 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has virtually launched the ‘Agricultural Diversification 

Scheme-2021’, with the aim of making agriculture sustainable and profitable in the tribal areas 

of the state. The scheme will benefit more than 1.26 lakh vanbandhu- farmers from 14 tribal 

districts in Gujarat. 

 The state government would distribute fertilizer-seed assistance worth around Rs. 31 crores to 
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tribal farmers, which will also include 45 kg of urea, 50 kg of NPK and 50 kg of ammonium 

sulphate. 

 Gujarat government has already provided assistance of Rs. 250 crore to 10 lakh tribal farmers 

under this scheme in the last ten years. 
 
Jamsetji Tata tops inaugural Philanthropists of the Century 

 Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata, Indian pioneer industrialist and founder of the Tata Group, has 
topped the inaugural, EdelGive Hurun Philanthropists of the Century list, which ranks the world’s 

50 most generous individuals in the last century. As per the report, the total donations made by 

Mumbai-based Jamsetji Tata is estimated at US$102.4 billion. He is the only Indian among the 

top 10 list, compiled by Hurun Research and EdelGive Foundation. 

 The only other Indian in the list of 50 global philanthropists is Azim Premji, former chairman of 

Wipro. He is ranked at 12th position. Bill Gates & Melinda French Gates ranked second with 

donations worth $74.6 billion. They are followed by Henry Wellcome ($56.7 billion), Howard 

Hughes ($38.6 billion), and Warren Buffett ($37.4 billion) respectively. 

 
Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launched “JaanHaiToJahaanHai” awareness campaign 

 The Minority Affairs Minister, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launched a nationwide 
“JaanHaiToJahaanHai” awareness campaign on C-19 vaccination for rural and remote areas.  

 The aim of this campaign is to aware people of the C-19 vaccination and to crush rumours and 
apprehensions related to C-19 vaccination. It has been launched by the Ministry of Minority 
Affairs in association with various socio-educational organizations, NGOs, and Women Self Help 
Groups. 

 
Indian Navy and European Naval hold first joint exercise 

 In a first, the Indian Navy is participating in a joint exercise with the European Union Naval Force 
(EUNAVFOR). Stealth frigate INS Trikand, will participate in the two-day exercise in the Gulf of 
Aden as it is already deployed in the region on anti-piracy operations. The aim of the exercise is 
to enhance and hone their war-fighting skills and their ability as an integrated force to promote 
peace, security and stability in the maritime domain. 

 Along with the Indian Navy, other naval forces are from Italy, Spain and France. The naval 
exercise included advanced air defence and anti-submarine exercises, tactical manoeuvres, 
Search & Rescue, and other maritime security operations. 

 

SPORTS 
New Zealand won first ICC World Test Championship 

 New Zealand defeated India to win the first ICC World Test Championship. New Zealand chased 

down the target of 139 to win the first-ever World Test Championship final with eight wickets in 
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hand.  

 The last day of the match was played on June 23, 2021. The match saw 6 days play in place of 

the regular 5 days due to the rain factor. Kyle Jamieson (NZ) has been adjudged as the “Player of 

the match”, while Kane Williamson (NZ) is the “Player of the series”. 
 
Rani Rampal, Manpreet Singh named captains of Indian hockey teams 

 Midfielder Manpreet Singh was named captain of the 16-member Olympic-bound Indian men’s 

hockey team, while experienced defenders, Birendra Lakra and Harmanpreet Singh, were named 
vice-captains. This will be Manpreet’s third Olympics. Under Manpreet’s captaincy, the Indian 

team won the Asia Cup in 2017, the Asian Champions Trophy in 2018 and the FIH Series Final in 

2019. The team led by Manpreet also made it to the quarterfinals of the FIH Men’s World Cup 

2018 in Bhubaneswar. 

 Rani Rampal was named the captain of the 16-member Olympic-bound Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team, announced Hockey India. Rani is the obvious choice not just for her on-field exploits but 
also for her innate ability to guide the youngsters in the team. Under Rani’s Captaincy, the Indian 
team over the past four years have achieved significant results including winning the Asia Cup in 
2017, Winning Silver at the Asian Games 2018, Silver at Asian Champions Trophy 2018 as well 
winning the FIH Series Final in 2019. The team led by Rani also made it to the quarterfinals of the 
FIH Women’s World Cup 2018 in London for the first time. 

 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce becomes second fastest woman of all-time ahead 

 Jamaican sprinter Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce became the second-fastest woman of all-time behind 

100 metres world record holder Florence Griffith-Joyner when she clocked 10.63 seconds at a 

meet in Kingston.  

 American Griffith-Joyner still holds the women’s 100m world record of 10.49 seconds, set in 

Indianapolis in 1988, as well as the three fastest times ever, with 10.61 and 10.62, also in 

1988. 
 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Senior psychiatrist Pratima Murthy appointed as director of NIMHANS 

 Dr Pratima Murthy, head of Department of Psychiatry, National Institute of Mental Health & 
Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Bengaluru has been appointed as Director of the Institute for a 

period of five years. She will retire in March 2026. She was awarded the WHO Regional 

Director’s Special Recognition Award on ‘World No Tobacco Day 2021’. 

 She has been appointed by NIMHANS on the approval of the central government as the full-term 
director of the institute of national importance after Prof and Head of Neurology, All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Dr Padma Srivastava could not assume the top office due to 
some technical reasons. 
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SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
India and Fiji inks MoU for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied sectors 

 A virtual meeting was held between the Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, GoI, 
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar with Dr. Mahendra Reddy, Minister of Agriculture, Waterways & 
Environment, Government of Fiji.  

 During the meeting, both the ministers signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for 
cooperation in the field of Agriculture and allied sectors. This MoU will further strengthen the 
multi-faceted cooperation between the two countries. 

 

RANKING 

Bengaluru ranked as one of the Top 5 technology centers in Asia Pacific 

 Bengaluru has emerged as the top five technology centres in the APAC region while Hyderabad is 

ranked in the Top 10 list, a report by Colliers titled ‘Growth Engines of Innovation: How Asia 

Pacific Technology Hubs are Reshaping Regional Real Estate’. The report ranks the most 
attractive technology submarkets within major APAC cities, which should serve as a navigation 
tool for technology groups, as they plan their expansion. 

 Beijing, Shanghai, Bengaluru, Shenzhen and Singapore currently rank as the top five technology 
centres in APAC; they offer a compelling balance of infrastructure and talent for occupiers and 
are well-positioned to deliver future growth and investment opportunities for owners. Other 
cities are developing strengths in specific areas of technology, e.g., Seoul and Hong Kong in 
fintech, while new centres such as Hyderabad and Sydney are emerging. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Arvind Gaur releases book ‘Habba Khatoon’ written by Kajal Suri 

 Theatre personality Arvind Gaur has released the book ‘Habba Khatoon’ written by Kajal Suri. 
The book ‘Habba Khatoon’ was Published by Sanjana Prakashan.  

 Habba Khatoon, also known by the honorary title ‘The Nightingale of Kashmir’, was a Kashmiri 
poet and ascetic. She was the wife of Yousuf Shah Chak, the last Emperor of Kashmir. 
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NATIONAL 
Finance Ministry allowed HFCs above Rs 100 crore to use to SARFAESI law 

 Ministry of Finance has allowed housing finance companies (HFCs) with asset size of over Rs. 100 
crore to recover the dues using SARFAESI law. This move is expected to be a shot in the arm for 
thousands of small HFCs, as it will facilitate quick recovery of dues and encourage these 
companies to lend more. 

 Earlier HFCs with assets over Rs. 500 crore (and notified by Finance Ministry) were allowed to 
use SARFAESI law to recover dues. Currently, there are nearly 100 HFCs that are registered with 
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NHB. The top-10 HFCs account for 70-80 per cent of the assets of the housing finance industry. 
SARFAESI Act 2002 allows banks and other financial institutions to auction residential or 
commercial properties (of Defaulter) to recover loans. 

 
No tax on cash deposits made by housewives during the demonetization scheme 2016 

 The Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), Agra bench consisting of Judicial Member Lalit Kumar 
and the Accountant Member Dr Mitha Lal Meena has ruled that cash deposit made by the 
housewives during the demonetization scheme 2016, cannot be subject to addition if such 
deposits are below Rs 2.5 lakh and such amount shall not be treated as income of the assessee. 

 The Tribunal was considering an appeal filed by a housewife, the assessee who deposited the 
cash of Rs 2,11,500 in the bank account during the demonetization period. It was the case of the 
assessee that she had collected/saved the above-said sum from her previous saving, given by her 
husband, son, relatives for the purposes of her and her family’s future. 

 
Arunachal Pradesh’s woman, Tadang Minu becomes first to be appointed in AIBA 

 Arunachal Pradesh woman, Dr Tadang Minu, becomes the first in the state and the second Indian 
woman in the country to be appointed as a member of the Coaches Committee of the 
International Boxing Association (AIBA). She has been appointed by AIBA for her enormous 
knowledge and experience in the field of boxing. 

 Dr Tadang is currently the HOD of Physical Education at Rajiv Gandhi University(RGU) and is the 
chairman of the Boxing Federation of India’s Women’s Commission for two years. 

 

SPORTS 
New Zealand’s Weightlifter Laurel Hubbard will be first trans athlete to compete at Olympics 

 The New Zealand weightlifter Laurel Hubbard is poised to make history and headlines, as well as 
significant controversy, after being confirmed as the first transgender athlete to compete at an 
Olympic Games. The 43-year-old, who will be the fourth oldest weightlifter at an Olympics, is 
regarded as a genuine medal contender in the women’s super heavyweight 87kg-plus category in 
Tokyo. 

 But while her inclusion has been welcomed by trans groups, it has also been questioned by those 
who believe she has unfair advantages in strength and power, having gone through male puberty 
before transitioning in 2012. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
British lawyer Karim Khan sworn in as the new chief prosecutor for the International Criminal Court 

 British lawyer Karim Khan was sworn as the new chief prosecutor for the International Criminal 
Court. He pledging to reach out to nations that are not members of the court and to try to hold 
trials in countries where crimes are committed. He has defended clients at international courts 
including former Liberian President Charles Taylor & Kenya’s Deputy President William Ruto. 

 Khan, a 51-year-old English lawyer, has years of experience in international courts as a 
prosecutor, investigator and defence attorney. He takes over from Fatou Bensouda of the 
Gambia, whose nine-year term ended. 
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Upasana Kamineni named ‘Ambassador of Forest Frontline Heroes’ at WWF India 

 WWF India has inducted Upasana Kamineni, Director, Apollo Hospitals, as “Ambassador of Forest 
Frontline Heroes” with the aim to appreciate the efforts of frontline workers in hospitals and in 
the wildlife protection space. The focus of this will be on several States across the country 
covering most eco-regions. 

 Frontline forest staff are often local community members themselves and play an important role 
in building an interface between communities and conservation. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Olympic Day 2021: 23 June 

 The International Olympic Day is held on June 23 each year. The day is celebrated to encourage 
more people to participate in the Olympic Games and spread awareness about the event and 
promote the Olympic Movement. Based on the three pillars – “move”, “learn” and “discover” – 
the National Olympic Committees are deploying sports, cultural and educational activities to 
encourage participation regardless of age, gender, social background, or sporting ability. 

 The Olympic Day 2021 theme is “Stay healthy, stay strong, stay active with the #OlympicDay 
workout on 23 June.” 

 The International Olympic Committee (IOC) approved to observe Olympic Day in January 1948 to 
commemorate the creation of the International Olympic Committee on 23 June 1894. The 
creation of the modern-day Olympic Games is inspired by the ancient Olympic Games held in 
Olympia, Greece, from the 8th century BC to the 4th century AD. The first Olympic Day was 
celebrated in the year 1948. 

 
United Nations Public Service Day 2021: 23 June 

 United Nations Public Service Day is observed globally on 23rd June every year. This day is to 
highlight the contribution of public service in the development process and to value public 
service to the community. This day is widely known by various public service organisations and 
departments around the world by organising several events to recognise the role of public 
servants in making developments and improvements in the community. 

 As a part of the occasion, the Division of Public Institutions and Digital Government of the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs will host a virtual event, in collaboration with 
the government of the United Arab Emirates, under the theme of “Innovating the Future Public 
Service: New Government Models for a New Era to Reach the SDGs”. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
Bharti Airtel and Tata Group partner for 5G network solutions 

 Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have announced a strategic partnership for implementing 5G 
network solutions for India, which will be available for commercial development from January 
2022. Tata Group has developed an O-RAN (open-radio access network)-based radio and non-
standalone architecture/stand-alone architecture (NSA/SA) core and has integrated a totally 
indigenous telecom stack, leveraging the capabilities of the group and its partners. 
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 The NSA/SA are radio technology that controls the signalling of 5G radio. While NSA can control 
signalling of 5G to the 4G core, the SA can connect the 5G radio directly to the 5G core network 
and control signalling does not depend on the 4G network. 

 Airtel will pilot and deploy this indigenous solution as part of its 5G rollout plans in India and 
start the pilot in January 2022, as per the guidelines formulated by the government. According to 
sources, Tata Group will work with Indian tech companies and start-ups for hardware solutions, 
Tata ‘acting as a super integrator’. It can benefit from this partnership to export the technology 
to other countries such as Africa and Sri Lanka. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
‘The 7 Sins of Being A Mother’ book by Tahira Kashyap Khurrana  

 Filmmaker-writer Tahira Kashyap Khurrana has announced her upcoming book about 
motherhood, titled “The 7 Sins of Being A Mother”.  

 This is her fifth book and the second she wrote amid the pandemic. Last year, the filmmaker had 
released 12 Commandments of Being A Woman, which she finished writing during the 
coronavirus-induced lockdown. The writer has also penned books like Cracking The Code: My 
Journey in Bollywood and Souled Out. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
World Investment Report 2021: India was fifth largest recipient of FDI in 2020 

 As per the World Investment Report 2021 by the UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), India was the fifth-largest recipient of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows in the 
world in 2020. The country received USD 64 billion FDI in 2020, which is an increase of 27 per 
cent, over USD 51 billion inflows in 2019. 

 The United States remained the largest recipient of FDI, although, the FDI inflow to the country 
decreased by 40 per cent, to $156 billion, in 2020. China was the second-largest recipient with 
USD 149 billion FDI. The global FDI flows decreased by 35 per cent in 2020 to USD 1 trillion from 
USD 1.5 trillion in 2019. 

 

NATIONAL 
PM Modi launched mYoga App on the occasion of Yoga Day 

 On the occasion of the seventh International Yoga Day on June 21, 2021, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has unveiled the mYoga mobile app. The app has been developed in 
collaboration between the World Health Organisation (WHO) and Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (Ministry of AYUSH), Government of India. 

 The mYoga app is preloaded with many yoga training videos and audio practice sessions, in 
different languages, that can be done in the comfort of our own homes. 

 Currently, the mYoga app is available in English, Hindi and French, but will be made available in 
other UN languages in the upcoming months. Through this initiative, PM Modi government aims 
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to achieve the ‘One World, One Health’ motto.” 
 
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar launched ‘Mukhya Mantri Udyaymi Yojana’ 

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has launched two ambitious schemes christened as the 
‘Mukhya Mantri Yuva Udyaymi Yojna’ and the ‘Mukhya Mantri Mahila Udyami Yojana. Both the 
schemes launched to promote entrepreneurship among youth and women of all sections under 
the state’s ‘Mukhaya Mantri Udyami Yojana scheme. The schemes were promised by the chief 
minister during the 2020 Bihar elections. 

 Youth and Women-irrespective of caste and creed, wishing to start entrepreneurship, will get a 
loan of Rs 10 lakh, in which Rs 5 lakh would be a grant from the state government and the rest Rs 
5 lakh will come as a loan, refundable in 84 instalments. He also launched a portal on which 
youth and women from all sections can register themselves for availing of the loan from the 
government. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Montek Ahluwalia named member of World Bank-IMF High Advisory Group 

 Former Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Montek Singh Ahluwalia was named a 
member of a high-level Advisory Group formed by the World Bank and IMF. The group will be 
jointly led by Mari Pangestu, Ceyla Pazarbasioglu and Lord Nicholas Stern. The group was formed 
by the World Bank and IMF in the face of the dual crisis posed by the Covid-19 pandemic and 
climate change. 

 Mari Pangestu is Managing Director for Development Policy and Partnerships, World Bank. Ceyla 
Pazarbasioglu is Director, Strategy, Policy and Review Department, International Monetary Fund. 
The group will also include Gita Gopinath. Gita Gopinath as an Economic Counsellor and Director 
of the Research Department at the IMF. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Music Day 2021: 21st June 

 World Music Day is observed globally on 21st June every year. This day is celebrated to honour 
amateur and professional musicians. Over 120 countries celebrate World Music Day by 
organizing free public concerts in parks, streets, stations, museums and other such public places. 
The aim of celebrating World Music Day is to provide free music to everyone, and also to 
encourage amateur musicians to showcase their work to the world. 

 World Music Day was founded by France’s Minister of Culture, Jack Lang and also Maurice 
Fleuret, a French composer, music journalist, radio producer, arts administrator, and festival 
organiser, on the day of the summer solstice in Paris in 1982. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Chemist Sumita Mitra honoured with prestigious European Inventor Award 2021 

 Indian-American chemist Sumita Mitra has been honoured with the European Inventor Award 
2021 in the ‘Non-European Patent Office countries’ category. She was the first to have 
successfully integrated nanotechnology into dental materials to produce stronger and more 
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aesthetically pleasing fillings. 

 The award, one of Europe’s most prestigious innovation prizes, is presented annually by the 
European Patent Office (EPO) to recognise outstanding inventors from Europe and beyond. 

 

RANKING 
Ease of Living Index 2020: Bengaluru ‘most liveable’ city of India 

 Bengaluru has been named as the most liveable city of India, in the Ease of Living Index 2020, 
released by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE). The Ease of Living Index 2020 is part 
of the report titled State of India’s Environment 2021. Bengaluru is followed by Chennai, Shimla, 
Bhubaneshwar, and Mumbai, as the top five best cities respectively. 

 The report focused on four parameters to determine the ease of living index score of each city, 
which are: quality of life, economic ability, sustainability and citizens’ perceptions. 

 Each city was rated out of 100 in all parameters. 

 The Ease of Living Index 2020 is the second edition of the index after the first one was launched 
in 2018. 

 
6th Edition of Sustainable Development Report 2021: India’s Rank 120th  

 According to the 6th Edition of ‘Sustainable Development Report 2021 (SDR 2021)’ released by 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), India with a score of 60.1 has been placed 
at 120th rank out of 165 countries. Finland topped the Index followed by Sweden & Denmark. 

 For the 1st time since 2015, all countries have shown a reversal in progress in achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) due to the COVID-19 pandemic. SDR 2021 has been 
written by a group of authors led by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, President of the SDSN and has been 
published by Cambridge University Press. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
 ‘The Nutmeg’s Curse’ is a new book of Amitav Ghosh  

 Jnanpith Awardee and renowned author Amitav Ghosh’s authored a book titled, ‘The Nutmeg’s 
Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis’. It is published by John Murray. The book talks about the 
history of the influence of colonialism on the world today, through the story of the nutmeg. 

 In ‘The Nutmeg’s Curse’, Ghosh discusses that the nutmeg’s journey from its native Banda islands 
sheds light on a widespread colonial mindset of exploitation of human life and the environment, 
which is present even today. Some of Ghosh’s other notable works include the Ibis trilogy and 
‘The Great Derangement’ among others. 

 
Bishnupada Sethi’s new book ‘Beyond Here and Other Poems’ released 

 Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik released a book of poems ‘Beyond Here and Other Poems’ written 
by senior bureaucrat Bishnupada Sethi. It is a collection of 61 poems that are a reflection of a 
spectrum of experiences of life, perception of death and philosophical contemplation. 

 Noted writer Haraprasad Das has written the preface. The cover design of the 161-page book has 
been made by eminent artist Gajendra Sahu. Sethi, Principal Secretary in the Information and 
Public Relations department has written several poetry and other books including ‘My World of 
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Words’ and ‘Beyond Feelings’. 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
SEBI reconstitutes Four-member Takeover Panel 

 Markets regulator Security and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has reconstituted its four-member 
Takeover Panel. The Takeover Panel looks into the applications that seek exemption from the 
mandatory open offer that an acquirer needs to make to minority shareholders. SEBI has 
appointed N Venkatram MD and CEO, Deloitte India as the new member of this Takeover Panel. 
SEBI had first constituted this Takeover Panel in November 2007, under the chairmanship of 
former Bank of Baroda chairman K Kannan. 
Four- Members Panel are: 

 Chairman: Justice N. K. Sodhi (Former Chief Justice of High Courts of Karnataka & Kerala and 
Former Presiding Officer of the Securities Appellate Tribunal). 

 Member: Darius Khambata (Former Advocate General, Maharashtra). 

 Member: Thomas Mathew T (Former chairman of Life Insurance Corporation of India). 

 Member: N Venkatram (MD and CEO, Deloitte India). 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Ebrahim Raisi will be new President of Iran  

 Ebrahim Raisi has won the 2021 Iranian presidential election, winning 62 per cent of the vote 
with about 90 per cent of ballots counted.  

 The 60-year-old Raisi will succeed Hassan Rouhani in August 2021, to begin his four-year term. 
He is also the Chief Justice of Iran since March 2019. 

  

NATIONAL 
PAN to be declared ‘INOPERATIVE’ if not linked before June 30, 2021 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) had recently extended the deadline to link Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) with Aadhaar number to June 30, 2021, due to the difficulties posed by 
the ongoing C-19 pandemic. So now as the deadline is fast approaching, here are some 
guidelines which must be kept in mind. 

 As per the new Section 234H of the Income-tax Act 1961, which has been recently introduced 
during Budget 2021, the PAN cards which are not linked to Aadhaar after June 30, 2021, would 
be declared “inoperative”, as well as a penalty of Rs 1,000 may also be imposed. On the other 
hand, the person will be considered as an individual without a PAN card. 

 

OBITUARY 
DPIIT Secretary G. Mohapatra Passed Away due to C-19 

 Guruprasad Mohapatra, the Secretary in the Department of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
has passed away due to C-19 related complications.  
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 Before being appointed as DPIIT secretary in August 2019, Mohapatra served as Chairman of the 
Airports Authority of India (AAI). He was a Gujarat cadre 1986 batch IAS officer, who had earlier 
served as joint secretary in the Department of Commerce. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day of the Celebration of the Solstice 2021: 21 June 

 International Day of the Celebration of the Solstice is observed globally on 21st June. This day 
bring awareness about solstices and equinoxes and their significance for several religions and 
ethnic cultures. The International Day of the Celebration of the Solstice was proclaimed by the 
United Nations General Assembly on 20th June 2019 within Resolution A/RES/73/300. 

 Solstice is that the point at which the Sun is at its greatest distance from the world and equinox 
is when space is that the lowest. Both solstice and equinox have their own significance for 
Christians, Muslims, and other religions. A solstice derived from the Latin sol (“sun”) and sistere 
(“to stand still”) because the seasonal movement of the Sun’s daily path (as seen from Earth) 
appears to “standstill” at a northern or southern limit before reversing direction is an occasion 
that occurs when the Sun reaches its most northerly or southerly day-arc relative to the equator. 

 
International Day of Yoga 2021: 21 June 

 United Nations celebrates International Day of Yoga globally on 21 June every year to raise 
awareness worldwide of the many benefits of practising yoga. Yoga is an ancient physical, mental 
and spiritual practice that originated in India. The word ‘yoga’ derives from Sanskrit and means 
to join or to unite, symbolizing the union of body and consciousness. 

 Recognizing this important role of Yoga, this year’s commemoration of the International Day of 
Yoga focuses on “Yoga for well-being” – how the practice of Yoga can promote the holistic health 
of every individual. 

 India proposed the draft resolution establish the International Day of Yoga and the proposal was 
endorsed by a record 175 member states. Recognizing its universal appeal, on 11 December 
2014, the United Nations proclaimed 21 June as the International Day of Yoga by resolution 
69/131. 

 
World Refugee Day 2021: 20 June 

 World Refugee Day is observed every year on June 20 to respect and honour the courage and 
resilience of refugees across the world. The United Nations observes this day to honour the 
refugees who have been forced outside of their homes. The day aims to build understanding and 
empathy for refugees building their lives in countries new to them. 

 This year the theme for World Refugee Day is ‘Together we heal, learn and shine’. The United 
Nations has stated that the coronavirus disease (C-19) pandemic has made it evident that we can 
only succeed by standing together. The UN has called for the greater inclusion of refugees in the 
healthcare system across the world. 

 World Refugee Day was celebrated for the first time on June 20, 2001, on the 50th anniversary of 
the 1951 Refugee Convention. The United Nations General Assembly officially designated June 
20 as World Refugee Day in December 2000. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Environmental Organisation ‘Familial Forestry’ wins prestigious UN Award 

 The 2021 Land for Life Award has been won by Familial Forestry of Rajasthan, a unique concept 
that relates a tree with a family, making it a green “family member.” The UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) organises the Land for Life Award every two years to recognize 
excellence and innovation in efforts towards land in balance. 

 The theme for the 2021 Award is “Healthy Land, Healthy Lives”. The Land for Life Award was 
launched at the UNCCD COP (Conference of Parties) 10 in 2011. and is considered as the world’s 
highest reward regarding land conservation and restoration. 

 Familial Forestry is an environment conservation concept by climate-activist Shyam Sunder Jyani, 
an Associate Professor for Sociology in Rajasthan, who has been campaigning for Familial 
Forestry for over 15 years. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Centrum gets RBI’s in-principle nod to take over PMC Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given “in-principle” approval to Centrum Financial Services 
Ltd (CFSL) to set up a small finance bank (SFB), which will take over the beleaguered Punjab and 
Maharashtra Cooperative Bank (PMC Bank). It will get 120 days to commence operations. The 
amalgamation with PMC Bank is a separate process that would involve notification of the 
scheme by the government. 

 The first year the partners would put in Rs 900 crore, which will be used for starting the business 
and acquiring PMC Bank. The second round of equity funding of Rs 900 crore will happen in the 
following year. 

 The “in-principle” approval has been given to Centrum in accordance with the offer it made in 
response to the expression of interest (EoI) to take over PMC Bank. The consortium of Centrum 
and BharatPe had expressed an interest in taking over PMC Bank. According to reports, both 
Centrum and BharatPe will hold 50 per cent in the small finance bank and the assets and 
liabilities of the multistate cooperative bank will be transferred to it. 
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NATIONAL 
CM Arvind Kejriwal launched ‘Jahan Vote, Wahan Vaccination’ Campaign 

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal launched the ‘Jahan Vote, Wahan Vaccination’ campaign, 
with the aim to vaccinate all people above 45 years against C-19 in Delhi within the next four 
weeks. There are around 57 lakhs people above 45 years in Delhi. Among them, 27 lakhs have 
been administered the first dose. The rest 30 lakh people still remain to be vaccinated with the 
first dose. 

 The booth level officers (BLO) are being trained for this purpose. The BLOs will reach every home 
and enquire about people above 45 years. These officials will inform about the slots for 
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vaccination at the nearest booth. If a person refuses to go to the vaccination centres, the BLOs 
will request him and try to convince him in this regard. 

 
PM Narendra Modi launched crash course to train one lakh ‘C-19 warriors’ 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a crash course to train more than one lakh “C-19 
warriors” as he called on the country to be prepared for challenges the coronavirus pandemic 
may pose in the future. The programme will be to be carried out from 111 training centres 
spread across 26 states. Amid all these efforts, skilled manpower is critical. For this and to 
support the current force of coronavirus warriors, one lakh youths are being trained. This 
training should be over in 2-3 months. 

 The training will be imparted to C-19 warriors in six customised job roles — Home Care Support, 
Basic Care Support, Advanced Care Support, Emergency Care Support, Sample Collection 
Support, and Medical Equipment Support. This will include fresh skilling as well as upskilling of 
those who have some training in this type of work. 

 

SPORTS 
Ireland’s all-rounder cricketer Kevin O’Brien Announces Retirement  

 Ireland all-rounder Kevin O’Brien has announced his retirement from one-day internationals. The 
37-year-old Dubliner, who remains available for Test and T20 cricket, won 153 caps in the 50-
over format, scoring over 3,000 runs and taking a national record 114 wickets in the format with 
his lively medium pace. 

 But he is best known for a blistering World Cup hundred that saw Ireland beat England by three 
wickets in Bangalore during the 2011 edition. His 50-ball hundred remains the quickest in World 
Cup history, with O’Brien hammering an England attack that featured James Anderson, Stuart 
Broad, and off-spinner Graeme Swann. 

 

OBITUARY 
Mufti Faiz-ul-Waheed, passed away 

 Renowned Jammu-based Islamic scholar Mufti Faiz-ul-Waheed, who first translated Quran into 
Gojri language, has passed away in a Jammu. The scholar had also authored several booklets 
including ‘Siraj-um-Muneera’, ‘Ahkam-e-Mayyat’ and ‘Namaz Kae Masayil Quran-o-Hadees Ki 
Roshni Mei’. 

 Gurjari – also known as Gujari, Gujri, Gojari, or Gojri – is a variety of Indo-Aryan spoken by the 
Gurjars and other tribes of India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. The language is mainly spoken in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, Delhi 
and other parts of India. 

 
First President of Zambia Kenneth Kaunda passed away 

 Zambian politician Kenneth Kaunda, who served as the first President of Zambia, has passed 
away.  

 Mr Kaunda served as the first President of independent Zambia for 27 years from 1964 to 1991. 
Zambia gained independence from Britain in October 1964. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
LTI Awarded Snowflake Global Innovation Partner of the Year 

 Larsen & Toubro Infotech, a global technology consulting and digital solutions company has been 
recognized as the Global Innovation Partner of the Year by Snowflake, the Data Cloud Company. 
LTI received this prestigious recognition during Snowflake Virtual Partner Summit. 

 The award represents a key milestone for the strategic partnership between LTI and Snowflake 
and will strengthen collaboration between the companies to empower enterprises with 
innovative solutions and services. 

 
ReNew Power CMD Sumant Sinha recognised as SDG Pioneers by UNGC 

 United Nations Global Compact has recognised Sumant Sinha, Chairman & MD of ReNew Power, 
as one of the ten SDG Pioneers 2021, for his work to advance access to clean and affordable 
energy. SDG Pioneers are business leaders selected by the UN Global Compact for doing an 
exceptional job to advance the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 This honour comes in recognition of Sumant ‘s work to advance access to clean and affordable 
energy (SDG 7). As the leader of India’s leading renewable energy company, ReNew Power, 
Sumant has set an example by building the core business of ReNew Power around the targets of 
SDG 7. 

 

RANKING 
World Competitiveness Index 2021: India maintains 43rd rank  

 India maintained 43rd rank on an annual World Competitiveness Index compiled by the Institute 
for Management Development (IMD) that examined the impact of C-19 on economies around 
the world this year.  

 The IMD World Competitiveness Ranking ranks 64 economies and assesses the extent to which a 
country promotes the prosperity of its people by measuring economic well-being through hard 
data and survey responses from executives. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
IndusInd Bank launched digital lending platform “IndusEasy Credit” 

 IndusInd Bank announced the launch of ‘IndusEasy Credit’, a comprehensive digital lending 
platform that enables customers to meet their financial requirements from the comfort of their 
homes. With this, both existing, as well as non-IndusInd Bank customer, can instantly avail of 
personal loans or credit cards on a single platform in a completely paperless and digital manner. 

 A first of its kind proposition, ‘IndusEasyCredit’ offers a fully digital end to end process that 
leverages the power of India’s public digital infrastructure – ‘Indiastack’ to offer personal loans 
and credit cards in a paperless, presence less and cashless manner. 
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