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INTERNATIONAL
India signs pact with Maldives for $500 million Greater Male Connectivity Project
 The Government of India and Maldives inked the contract for the mega Greater Male
Connectivity project (GMCP). The Greater Male Connectivity project (GMCP) is the largest-ever
civilian infrastructure project in the Maldives. The Government of India is funding the
implementation of GMCP through a USD 400 million Line of Credit (LoC) and USD 100 million
grant. The USD 400 million LoC will be provided by the Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank).
 The project will be developed by Indian construction and engineering firm, AFCONS, based in
Mumbai, Maharashtra. The Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) comprise of 6.74 km long
bridge and causeway link that will connect the national capital Male with three neighbouring
islands namely: Villingili, Gulhifahu and Thilafushi.
NATIONAL
Niti Aayog, Cisco launched next phase of Women Entrepreneurship Platform
 NITI Aayog in partnership with Cisco has launched the next phase of the Women
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) titled “WEP Nxt” to foster women entrepreneurship in India.
WEP, which was launched by NITI Aayog in 2017, is a first-of-its-kind, unified portal that brings
together women from diverse backgrounds and offers them access to a multitude of resources,
support, and learning.
 WEPNxt Platform is the next phase of this WEP and will be driven by evidence-based decisionmaking based on a focused study of Indian women entrepreneurs and their most urgent needs
across six key verticals – community and networking, skilling and mentorship, incubation and
acceleration programs, and financial, compliance, and marketing assistance.
ECI organizes 2 day SVEEP Consultation Workshop to review State SVEEP Plans for forthcoming
elections
 The Election Commission of India (ECI) organized the Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) Consultation Workshop. As a part of this workshop, the Chief Election
Commissioner, Sushil Chandra along with Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar unveiled a new
initiative.
 The main objective of the two-day workshop was to review State SVEEP Plans, conduct extensive
deliberations on the important aspects of SVEEP and formulate a comprehensive strategy for
future elections.
'India's Election To CA And POC Of Universal Postal Union Noteworthy': EAM S Jaishankar
 India has won the elections for membership of two key bodies of the Universal Postal Union
(UPU), during the 27th UPU Congress in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. India got elected to the Council of
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Administration(CA) with 134 votes, out of 156 countries. The country received the highest votes
in CA elections from South Asia and the Oceania region.
Apart from this, India has also been elected to the Postal Operations Council (POC) with 106
votes. India will now work with all to strengthen cooperation in the Universal Postal Union.

APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
RBI clears appointment of Hitendra Dave as HSBC India CEO for three years
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Hitendra Dave as the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of HSBC Bank (India). RBI has accorded the approval for a period of three
years with effect from August 24, 2021. In June 2021, HSBC had announced the appointment of
Hitendra Dave as the Chief Executive Officer of HSBC India.
 Dave succeeds Surendra Rosha who, after three years, is moving to Hong Kong as the Co-Chief
Executive of HSBC, Asia-Pacific. Hitendra Dave, formerly Head of Global Banking & Markets of
HSBC India.
SUMMIT'S & MOU's
Niti Aayog releases NER District SDG Index report; East Sikkim tops chart
 NITI Aayog and Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region have launched the North
Eastern Region District SDG Index Report and Dashboard 2021–22, with technical support from
UNDP. The index is based on NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index.
 According to the report, the East Sikkim district of Sikkim has topped the North Eastern Region
(NER) District SDG Index 2021-22 while the Kiphire district of Nagaland was ranked last amongst
103 districts in the ranking. Gomati, North Tripura is second, West Tripura is third in the ranking.
 The Index measures the performance of the districts of the eight states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura on the Sustainable
Development Goals and ranks these districts on the basis of the same. NER District SDG Index is
the first of its kind in the country as it focuses on the North Eastern Region.
MANTHAN 2021: BPR&D & AICTE collaborate to bring India’s first hackathon on national security
 The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) in collaboration with the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) have launched a unique national Hackathon named
‘MANTHAN 2021’. The basic objective of this hackathon is to identify innovative concepts and
technology solutions for addressing the security challenges of the 21st century faced by the
intelligence agencies of the country and empower these enforcement agencies.
 The Hackathon is scheduled to be held from November 28 to December 01, 2021, in an online
mode.
 The winning team will receive a number worth Rs. 40 Lakh.
 The Hackathon will be held under 6 themes for 20 different challenge statements using new
technologies like Artificial Intelligence, Deep Learning, Augmented reality, Machine Learning
among others.
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OBITUARY
Ted Dexter: Former England and Sussex captain dies aged 86
 Former England and Sussex captain Ted Dexter has passed away. Dexter, nicknamed “Lord Ted”,
was an aggressive batsman and part-time seam bowler who played 62 tests for England after
making his debut in 1958 against New Zealand and was captain between 1961-1964.
 After retiring, he helped devise a ranking system for Test players and was chairman of selectors
for England. Dexter was also a regular on the BBC’s TV coverage of England home Test matches
and was a newspaper columnist. The ranking system was adopted by the International Cricket
Council (ICC) and formed the basis of today’s system.
BOOKS & AUTHOR
Book ‘Accelerating India: 7 Years of Modi Government’ written by Mr Alphons
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has received a book titled ‘Accelerating India: 7 Years of Modi
Government’ by former Union Minister, K J Alphons.
 The book is about all the areas of India’s reform journey, written by Mr Alphons. K J Alphons is
the former Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), in office from 3
September 2017 to May 2019.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
RBI extends PIDF scheme to street vendors covered under PM SVANidhi in tier 1, 2 centres
 The Reserve Bank of India has announced to include street vendors of tier-1 and tier-2 centres,
identified as part of the PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi Scheme) as
beneficiaries under the Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) Scheme. Payments
Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) Scheme was launched by RBI to encourage deployment
of Points of Sale (PoS) infrastructure (both physical and digital modes) in tier-3 to tier-6 centres
and northeastern states.
 So now RBI has specifically allowed street vendors of Tier-1 and Tier-2 centres, to be part of PIDF
Scheme. The street vendors in tier-3 to tier-6 centres will continue to be covered under the
Scheme by default. PIDF presently has a corpus of Rs. 345 crore.

Current Affairs PDF- August 27, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Dubai sets up money laundering court
 Dubai Courts announced the establishment of a specialised court, focused on combating money
laundering, within the Court of First Instance and Court of Appeal. This court ties into a string of
initiatives aimed at reducing financial crimes and follows the recent establishment of the
Executive Office of the Anti-Money Laundering & Countering the Financing of Terrorism.
 This move will enable our stakeholders to raise their efficiency in effectively implementing the
National AML/CFT Strategy and National Action Plan and achieving its goals through an
empowered and sustainable system.
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NATIONAL
NCDEX Launches GUAREX – India's First Agri Sectoral Index
 India’s first sectoral index in the Agri commodities basket i.e. GUAREX was launched by the
National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX). GUAREX is a price based
sectoral index that tracks the movement in the futures contracts of guar gum refined splits and
guar seed on a real-time basis. This index product will offer a lot of opportunities to the value
chain.
 The weightage of guarseed and guar gum refined splits in the index will be 63 per cent and 37
per cent, respectively. The index futures will be cash-settled. Initially, Guarex futures contracts
expiring in September and October will be made available for trading.
 India is the world’s largest guar producer accounting for 80-85 per cent of the output, while
Rajasthan is the country’s top producer with 80 per cent market share. Guar seed was sown on
1.81 million hectares so far this year, down from 2.25 million hectares logged in the same period
last year.
Finance Minister unveils 4th Public Sector Bank Reforms Agenda, EASE 4.0 agenda
 Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman has unveiled the fourth
edition of the Public Sector Bank (PSB) Reforms Agenda ‘EASE 4.0’ for 2021-22. The major theme
for EASE 4.0 is “Technology-enabled, simplified, and collaborative banking.” EASE stands for
Enhanced Access & Service Excellence (EASE).
 EASE 4.0 aims to further the agenda of customer-centric digital transformation and deeply
embed digital and data into PSBs’ ways of working. EASE 4.0 sets the agenda and roadmap to
transform all PSBs into digital-attacker banks working hand-in-hand with key constituents of the
financial services ecosystem to offer industry-best customer experience.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
Reserve Bank of India has approved the re-appointment of Sandeep Bakhshi as Managing Director
and CEO of ICICI
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the re-appointment of Sandeep Bakhshi as the MD
& CEO of ICICI Bank. This will be with effect from October 15, 2021, till October 3, 2023. The
shareholders at the Annual General Meeting held on August 9, 2019 had already approved the
appointment of Mr Bakhshi for a period effective from October 15, 2018, up to October 3, 2023.
 Bakshi, who was hand-picked by his mentors- KV Kamath and N Vaghul, took over the charge in
October 2018, after his predecessor Chanda Kochhar’s exit following the ICICI Bank-Videocon
loan controversy.
OBITUARY
Former Indian footballer Olympian Chandrasekharan passed away
 Former India footballer O Chandrasekharan, popularly known as Olympian Chandrasekharan in
his home state Kerala, passed away.
 Chandrasekharan, who played as a defender, was a member of the Indian team in the 1960
Rome Olympics the last time the country participated in football at the Games.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Dog Day 2021 : 26th August
 International Dog Day is observed every year on August 26 to raise awareness about dog
adoption and the importance of providing rescue dogs with a safe and loving environment.
 The day was started as National Dog Day in the US in 2004 by pet & family lifestyle expert,
animal rescue advocate, conservationist and dog trainer Colleen Paige. August 26 was chosen as
on this day, Paige’s family had adopted their first dog “Sheltie” from an animal shelter when she
was just 10 years old.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
SBI becomes Overall winner of the EASE Reforms Index Award 2021
 Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman has announced the EASE
3.0 Awards. State Bank of India is the Overall winner of the EASE Reforms Index Award 2021
(EASE 3.0 Awards). Bank of Baroda is second and Union Bank of India is third.
 Indian Bank won the award for the best improvement from the baseline performance. SBI, BoB,
Union Bank of India, Punjab National Bank and Canara Bank won the top awards in different
themes of the PSB Reforms Agenda EASE 3.0.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
Family pension of bank employees set at 30% of last drawn salary: Govt
 Central Government has approved the Indian Banks’ Association’s (IBA) proposal to increase the
family pension to 30% of the last salary drawn. The immediate benefit of this approval will be an
increase of 30,000 to 35,000 in the family pension of public sector bank employees from a
maximum of 9,284 per month, depending on the last drawn salary of the deceased bank
employee.
 The other big announcement is an increase in the employer banks’ contribution to the pension
fund of employees under the NPS (National Pension System) from the existing 10 per cent to 14
per cent. Approximately 60% of public sector bank employees are covered under NPS
RBI extends scope of tokenisation to laptops, wearable devices
 In 2019, RBI had permitted authorized card payment networks to offer card tokenisation services
to any token requestor (i.e., third-party app provider) through mobile phones and tablets. Now
RBI has extended the scope of tokenization to include consumer devices – laptops, desktops,
wearables (wristwatches, bands, etc.), Internet of Things (IoT) devices, etc.
 The permission for tokenization extends to various channels [e.g., Near Field Communication
(NFC) / Magnetic Secure Transmission (MST) based contactless transactions, in-app payments,
QR code-based payments, etc.] or token storage mechanisms (cloud, secure element, trusted
execution environment, etc. The ultimate responsibility for the card tokenization services
rendered rests with the authorized card networks.
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BharatPe launched ‘12% Club’ app, eyes $50 mn lending AUM
 BharatPe has launched a “12% Club” app that will allow consumers to invest and earn up to 12
per cent annual interest or borrow at a similar rate. BharatPe has partnered with LenDenClub
(RBI-approved NBFC) for this app and lending arrangement.
 Consumers can invest their savings anytime by choosing to lend money on the “12% Club” app.
Apart from this, consumers can avail of collateral-free loans of up to Rs 10 lakh on the 12 per
cent Club app for a tenure of 3 months.

Current Affairs PDF- August 26, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Infosys becomes fourth Indian firm to touch $100 billion market cap
 The shares of Information Technology major, Infosys hit a record high during intraday trading,
which helped the company cross $100 billion in market capitalisation. Infosys is the fourth
Indian company to achieve this milestone. Reliance Industries (m-cap of $140 billion), Tata
Consultancy Services (m-cap $115 billion) and HDFC Bank (m-cap $100.1 billion) are the other
Indian firms in the club with Infosys.
 Infosys has been one of the fastest-growing companies in India, providing business consulting,
information technology and outsourcing services. In the quarter ending June 2021, Infosys
reported a net consolidated profit of ₹5,195 crores, showing a growth of 2.3 per cent.
NATIONAL
Anurag Thakur to start off 'Iconic Week' as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
 Union minister for information and broadcasting Anurag Thakur has kicked off a series of
activities to celebrate the ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ starting August 23. The series of events will
go on till August 29. The activities organised by the ministry will aim to ‘showcase the
convergence of the values and glories of the freedom struggle of the past with the aspirations
and dreams of a young, new and iconic India’.
 Thakur kicks off the ‘Iconic Week’ which attract participation from across the country under the
overall spirit of ‘Jan Bhagidari and Jan Andolan’. During the Iconic Week, the ministry showcases
the journey of new India and celebrate the contribution of freedom fighters, including the
‘Unsung Heroes of the freedom struggle, through massive outreach activities.
Ministry of Jal Shakti launched 100 days 'SUJALAM' Campaign
 Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a ‘100 days campaign’ named SUJALAM to create more and
more Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus villages by undertaking wastewater management at the
village level.
 The Campaign would help in the management of the wastewater and in turn, would help to
revive the water bodies through the creation of 1 million Soak-pits and also other Greywater
management activities. The campaign started on August 25, 2021, is part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations.
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BRICS NSA meeting: Ajit Doval raises cross-border terrorism issue
 The 11th Meeting of the BRICS High Representatives Responsible for National Security was held,
via video conferencing. The National Security Advisor of India Ajit Doval hosted the meeting
since India is the chair for the 2021 BRICS summit. The 15th BRICS Summit is scheduled to be
held in September 2021. The BRICS meeting of the NSA provided a platform for the five
countries to strengthen political-security cooperation.
 Secretary of the Security Council of Russia Gen Patrushev, Chinese Politburo Member Yang
Jeichi, South African Deputy Minister of State Security Ncediso Goodenough Kodwa and Gen
Augusto Heleno Ribeiro Pereira, Minister of State and Head of the Institutional Security Cabinet
of the Presidency of Brazil attended the high-level meeting.
India-Kazakhstan joint training exercise 'KAZIND-21' to commence on August 30
 The 5th edition of Indo- Kazakhstan Joint Training Exercise, “KAZIND-21” will be held from
August 30 to September 11, 2021, at Training Node, Aisha Bibi, Kazakhstan. The joint training
exercise will boost the bilateral relations between India and Kazakhstan Armies. The Exercise is
also a platform for the Armed Forces of India & Kazakhstan to train for Counter Insurgency/
Counter-Terrorism operations in the mountainous, rural scenarios under UN mandate.
 The Indian Army contingent represented by a battalion of the Bihar Regiment consists of a total
of 90 personnel led by a Contingent Commander. The Kazakhstan Army will be represented by a
company group. The scope of Joint Exercise includes professional exchange, planning &
execution of the operation in counterterrorism environment at sub-unit level and sharing
expertise on skills at arms, combat shooting and experiences in Counter Insurgency/ CounterTerrorism operations.
SPORTS
Tokyo Paralympics: Javelin thrower Tek Chand lead India's charge during Opening Ceremony
 Mariyappan Thangavelu, 2016 Rio Paralympic Games gold medalist will be replaced by Asian
Games gold medalist Tekchand as the new flag-bearer of India at the opening ceremony. The
Paralympic Committee of India reported, “On his flight to Tokyo, Mariyappan came in close
contact with a Covid positive foreign passenger.
 Though on reaching the village he has been tested for 6 days and all his reports are negative,
but the Organizing Committee has advised not to make Mariyaapan participate in the Opening
Ceremony. India will be represented by 54 para-athletes.
OBITUARY
British comedian Sean Lock passed away at 58
 British comedian Sean Lock has passed away. He was one of Britain’s finest comedians, his
boundless creativity, lightning wit and the absurdist brilliance of his work, marked him out as a
unique voice in British comedy.
 In the year 2000, Sean Lock had won the gong at the British Comedy Awards for the best live
stand-up performance.
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Olympian and former national football coach SS Hakim passed away at 82
 Syed Shahid Hakim, former India footballer and member of the last national team that played in
the 1960 Rome Olympics, passed away. Hakim ‘saab’, as he was popularly known, was 82 years
old. In his more than five-decade association with Indian football, Hakim, a Dronacharya
Awardee, has also been an assistant coach to late PK Banerjee during the 1982 Asian Games in
Delhi.
 Hakim has been a FIFA badge holder international referee having officiated in Asian Club Cup
games and was also conferred with the prestigious Dhyan Chand Award. A former Squadron
Leader of the Indian Air Force, Hakim was also a Regional Director of Sports Authority of India
and his last assignment was as Project Director in charge of scouting before the 2017 U-17 FIFA
World Cup.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Sri Basava International Award for seer of Bhalki Hiremath
 Karnataka government has selected Sri Basavalinga Pattaddevaru, senior seer of Bhalki
Hiremath, for the prestigious Sri Basava International Award. Minister for Kannada and Culture
V. Sunil Kumar will present the award at Ravindra Kalakshetra in Bengaluru. The septuagenarian
seer has spent over five decades in the Lingayat religious institution in the Bidar district.
 The centre was set up in 2003 when an abandoned baby from Ujani village near Aurad in Bidar
district was adopted. The seer moved the court to adopt the child. The Central and State
governments later recognised the centre as an authorised Central adoption resource agency.
RANKING
India emerges as second most attractive manufacturing hub globally
 India has emerged as a global manufacturing hub and effectively surpassed the United States to
become the world’s second most desired manufacturing destination. This indicates the growing
interest in India by manufacturers as a preferred manufacturing hub over other countries
including the United States and the manufacturing giant nation, China. India’s ranking was
reflected in Cushman & Wakefield’s 2021 Global Manufacturing Risk Index. The index ranks 47
countries across Europe, the Americas, and the Asia Pacific.
 Based on the most favourable locations for international manufacturing, Cushman &
Wakefield’s Manufacturing Risk Index report ranks countries based on a range of factors
including.

Current Affairs PDF- August 25, 2021
NATIONAL
NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute India Jointly Launch ‘Forum for Decarbonizing Transport’ in
India
 NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute (WRI), India, jointly launched the ‘Forum for
Decarbonizing Transport’ in India. NITI Aayog is the implementing partner for India. The aim of
the project is to bring down the peak level of GHG emissions (transport sector) in Asia (in line
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with a well below 2-degree pathway), resulting in problems like congestion and air pollution.
The Forum has been launched under the NDC-Transport Initiative for Asia (NDC-TIA) project.
The NDC Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA 2020-2023) is a joint programme of seven
organizations that will engage China, India, and Vietnam in promoting a comprehensive
approach to decarbonizing transport in their respective countries.

India's Afghanistan evacuation mission termed 'Operation Devi Shakti'
 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has given a name to India’s complex mission of
evacuating its citizens from war-torn Afghanistan, as ‘Operation Devi Shakti’. The name of the
operation was known when External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar mentioned it in a tweet on
August 24 while referring to the arrival of a fresh batch of 78 evacuees in Delhi.
 India began the complex evacuation mission by airlifting 40 Indians from Kabul to Delhi on
August 16, a day after the Taliban seized control of the Afghan capital city. So far, India has
evacuated over 800 people amid a deteriorating security situation in Kabul and scramble by
various nations to rescue their citizens.
Festival Wanchuwa celebrated in Assam 2021
 Tiwa tribesmen perform their traditional dnac eas they take part in Wanchuwa Festival in
Assam. This festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen to mark their good harvest. It comes with
songs, dances, a bunch of rituals and people clad in their native attires.
 Tiwa is also known as Lalung is an indigenous community inhabiting the states of Assam and
Meghalaya and are also found in some parts of Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. They are
recognized as a Scheduled tribe within the state of Assam. They practice Jhum or shifting
cultivation.
SPORTS
Shaili Singh bags Long Jump silver in WAU20 Championships
 Shaili Singh claimed the women’s Long Jump silver medal in the World Athletics U20
Championships. Her slight wind-aided effort of 6.59m was only 1cm short of the gold medal
jump by Sweden’s Maja Askag but her silver medal ensured that Indian athletics continues to
showcase the progress it has been making.
 Shaili Singh’s was India’s third medal in the World Athletics U20 Championships, coming after
the bronze won by the Mixed Team in the 4x400m Relay and the silver by Amit Khatri in the
men’s 10,000m Race Walk. India finished 21st on the medal table, aware that a gold would have
lifted it to the top 15.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
A K Singh appointed as the joint secretary in Ministry of Cooperation
 Abhay Kumar Singh has been appointed as joint secretary in the Ministry of Cooperation. This
ministry was recently formed with an aim to strengthen the cooperative movement in the
country. The appointment of Abhay Kumar Singh has been cleared by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet headed by PM Modi.
 Singh, a 2004-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Bihar cadre, has been
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appointed as joint secretary in the ministry for a combined tenure of seven years against the
newly created post.
SUMMIT'S & MOU's
Sustainable Development Impact Summit 2021
 The World Economic Forum’s annual Sustainable Development Impact Summit will take place
on September 20-23, 2021 in Geneva, Switzerland. This year’s event will focus strongly on
inclusively revitalizing economies. The United Nations General Assembly, the summit convenes
under the theme “Shaping an Equitable, Inclusive and Sustainable Recovery”. It will welcome
almost all leaders from government, business and civil society who will work together to drive
action and build momentum for a more sustainable and inclusive future.
 The meeting will examine four interdependent areas and bring together communities of
purpose to advance ongoing project work.
BOOKS & AUTHOR
Book “Mission Domination: An Unfinished Quest” authored by Boria Majumdar & Kushan Sarkar
 A new book titled “Mission Domination: An Unfinished Quest” authored by Boria Majumdar &
Kushan Sarkar. The Book Published by Simon & Schuster Publisher India Private Limited.
 The Book talks about the short story of several Indian cricketers life events such as Rishabh
Pant, Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill, R. Ashwin, Cheteshwar Pujara.
Book titled ‘Battlefield’ authored by Vishram Bedekar
 A book titled ‘Battlefield’ has been authored by Vishram Bedekar, translated from the Marathi
original Ranaangan by Jerry Pinto.
 The book is the story of a shipboard romance between an Indian man and a German-Jewish
woman, both fleeing Europe before the Second World War.
Book ‘Address Book: A Publishing Memoir in the time of COVID’ by Ritu Menon
 A book titled has ‘Address Book: A Publishing Memoir in the time of COVID’ by Ritu Menon.
Menon, who co-founded Kali for Women, India’s first feminist press in 1983, is founder-director
of Women Unlimited, an associate of KfW.
 Weeks after the March 2020 lockdown began, Menon started to write a diary.
RANKING
Safe Cities Index 2021
 Copenhagen, the capital city of Denmark, has been named as the world’s safest city from
among 60 global cities, in Safe Cities Index 2021, released by the Economist Intelligence Unit
(EIU). Copenhagen scored 82.4 points out of 100, to top the fourth edition of the EIU’s biennial
index, which measures the level of urban safety. Yangon is at the bottom of the index, as least
safe city, with a score of 39.5.
 New Delhi and Mumbai have found a place in the index. New Delhi is placed at 48th position
with a score of 56.1, while Mumbai is at 50th place with a score of 54.4.
World’s top 5 Safest cities
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Copenhagen
Toronto
Singapore
Sydney
Tokyo

Current Affairs PDF- August 24, 2021
NATIONAL
Haryana’s Hisar Airport renamed as Maharaja Agrasen International Airport
 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has announced to rename the Hisar Airport as
Maharaja Agrasen International Airport.
 The Hisar Airport is a domestic airport and the first DGCA licensed Public Aerodrome of the
State. This airport is presently under up-gradation to be transformed as an international airport
by 30 March 2024.
India’s largest Floating Solar in Andhra Pradesh
 NTPC has commissioned the largest floating solar PV project in India of 25MW power on the
reservoir of its Simhadri thermal station in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. This is also the first
solar project to be set up under the Flexibilisation Scheme. This scheme was notified by the
Government of India in 2018. NTPC is also planning to set up a hydrogen-based micro-grid
system on a pilot basis at Simhadri.
 NTPC’s floating solar installation covers 75 acres of the Simhadri reservoir’s surface. It will
produce power from more than a lakh of solar PV modules for lighting 7,000 households. The
project will annually save 46,000 tonnes of CO2 emission and 1,364 million litres of water,
which is adequate to meet the requirement of 6,700 households in a year.
Highest herbal park of India inaugurated in Uttarakhand
 India’s highest altitude herbal park has been inaugurated at Mana village in the Chamoli district
of Uttarakhand. The herbal park is situated at a height of 11,000 feet was and is close to the
Indo-China border. Mana is the last Indian village in Chamoli bordering China and is adjacent to
Badrinath temple. The herbal park has around 40 species found in high altitude alpine areas in
the Himalayan region.
 The main aim of this high altitude herbal park is to conserve various medicinally and culturally
important alpine species and to do research on their propagation and habitat ecology.
 The park has been developed on an area of three acres given by Mana Van Panchayat by the
Research Wing of Uttarakhand Forest Department.
Finance Minister N. Sitharaman launched ‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’
 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched an ambitious ‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’ USF for export-oriented firms and startups in a program at Lucknow. The Fund aims at arranging
funds for the promotion of micro, small and medium companies. The fund has been set up by
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Exim Bank and SIDBI. This scheme will be successful in Uttar Pradesh as the state has the
highest number of MSMEs.
India Exim Bank’s Ubharte Sitaare Programme (USP) identifies Indian companies that have the
potential to be future champions in the domestic arena while catering to global demands.
The fund is a mix of structured support, both financial and advisory services through
investments in equity or equity-like instruments, debt (funded and non-funded) and technical
assistance (advisory services, grants and soft loans) to the Indian companies.

Onam, Harvest Festival celebrated in Kerala
 Onam is the most revered and celebrated festival of Kerala, is celebrated every year by the
Malayali community across the world. The 10-day long festival marks the beginning of harvest
season as well as the appearance of the Vaman avatar of Lord Vishnu along with the
homecoming of King Mahabali.
 The festival begins from Atham (Hasta) nakshatram, and ends on Thiruvonam (Shravana)
nakshatram. This year, the harvest festival began on August 12 and will conclude on August 23.
The 10 days of the festival are named on the names of astrological stars as per the Malayalam
calendar.
 The celebration of Onam begins with Atham. People in Kerala decorates their home with yellow
flowers known as Pokkalam.
Finance and Corporate minister N. Sitharaman launched the National Monetisation Pipeline
 Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman has launched the asset
monetisation pipeline of Central ministries and public sector entities: ‘National Monetisation
Pipeline’. Asset Monetisation, means a limited period license/ lease of an asset, owned by the
government or public authority, to a private sector entity for upfront or periodic consideration.
 The National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) lists out assets and asset classes, under various
infrastructure ministries, which will be monetised over a period of time. Which means assets
will be monetised.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
Nakul Chopra appointed as the CEO of BARC India
 Television monitoring agency Broadcast Audience Research Council (Barc) has announced the
appointment of Nakul Chopra as its chief executive officer (CEO) effective 25 August 2021.
Former CEO Sunil Lulla has resigned to pursue his ambition as an entrepreneur. This
announcement comes as Sunil Lulla has decided to resign from the position of CEO to pursue his
entrepreneurial ambitions.
 Chopra had joined the BARC India Board in 2016 and had been elected as the Chairman during
2018-19. In January 2020, he was appointed as a member of BARC’s Oversight Committee. The
media and advertising industry veteran had earlier served as the CEO, India and South Asia of
Publicis Worldwide for over a decade.
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OBITUARY
PT Usha's coach OM Nambiar passes away at 89
 O.M. Nambiar, the man who transformed a village girl P.T. Usha into Asia’s Golden Girl, passed
away. One of India’s most famous coaches, Nambiar spotted Usha at a very young age in 1976
and soon began coaching her at the Kannur Sports Division.
 Under his guidance, Usha began winning medals at the Asian level but his best move was
making the sprinter switch to the 400m hurdles before the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.
IMPORTANT DAYS
World Water Week 2021: 23-27 August
 The World Water Week is an annual event organized by Stockholm International Water Institute
(SIWI) since 1991 to address the global water issues and related concerns of international
development.
 The World Water Week 2021 has been organised from 23-27 August, in entirely digital format.
The theme for World Water Week 2021 is ‘Building Resilience Faster’.
BANKING AND ECONOMIC
Paytm & HDFC Bank in payment tie up
 HDFC Bank and Paytm have partnered to build comprehensive solutions across payment
gateway, point of sale machines and credit products. This includes Paytm Postpaid which is a
Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL) solution, Eazy EMI and Flexi Pay. The partnership will also deliver
enhanced SmartHub solutions to the market. HDFC Bank SmartHub solutions is an integrated
platform offering merchants a one-stop solution shop for all their business needs payments.
 First: HDFC Bank will drive merchant partnerships across India, to whom Paytm will offer its
existing range of Android POS devices. Here, HDFC Bank will be the payment partner, while
Paytm will be the distribution and software partner.
Cybersecurity Multi-Donor Trust Fund - World Bank Group
 The World Bank has launched a new ‘Cybersecurity Multi-Donor Trust Fund’, to better roll out
cybersecurity development agenda in a systematic manner. The new fund has been developed
as an associated trust fund under the broader Digital Development Partnership (DDP) umbrella
program.
 World Bank has partnered with four countries, namely Estonia, Japan, Germany, and the
Netherlands, to launch the fund. The main aim of this new fund is to enhance cyber and digital
security capability and capacity in World Bank member countries, with the development of
global knowledge, country assessments, technical assistance, capacity building and training,
along with necessary investments in infrastructure and technology.
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Current Affairs PDF- August 23, 2021
INTERNATIONAL
Ismail Sabri Yaakob is the new Prime Minister of Malaysia
 Ismail Sabri Yaakob has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of Malaysia. Before this, he
was the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia.
 He will succeed Muhyiddin Yassin as the PM, who resigned from the post after losing majority
support in the lower house of parliament. The appointment of Yaakob was done by Malaysia’s
King Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah.
NATIONAL
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd launched AI-enabled chatbot ‘URJA’
 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) launched (after pilot test) an AI-enabled chatbot,
named Urja to provide its customers with a platform for seamless self-service experience and
faster resolution of queries/issues. URJA is the first such chatbot in the oil and gas industry in
India. URJA has been launched under the Project Anubhav of BPCL and it currently supports 13
languages.
 With the objective of making BPCL’s customer interface comprehensive and integrated digitally,
Urja, the chatbot is now available on the company website for any queries for both B2B & B2C.
Under Project Anubhav, Urja represents an integrated communication platform that connects
all BPCL communication to any channel, unifying all customer touchpoints with a single and
cohesive voice.
SPORTS
India's ace long jumper Shaili Singh won silver medal
 India's ace long jumper Shaili Singh clinched a silver medal in the women's long jump event at
the ongoing World Athletics U20 Championships in Nairobi on August 22.
 Shaili jumped 6.59m in the third attempt registering her best show in the event to bag the silver
while Sweden's Maja Askag won gold with a jump of 6.60m.
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION
La Ganesan appointed as the new Governor of Manipur
 Senior BJP leader from Tamil Nadu La. Ganesan was on Sunday appointed as the new governor
of Manipur.
 Ganesan became the 17th Governor of the state as he replaced the incumbent Governor Najma
Heptulla.
 A communique from the Rashtrapati Bhavan said Ganesan will be the new “Governor of
Manipur with effect from the date he assumes charge of his office”.
 Heptulla had demitted office on August 10 and on the same day the charge was given to Sikkim
Governor Ganga Prasad.
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Central Vigilance Commission re-appointed T M Bhasin as Chairman of Advisory Board
 The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has announced the re-appointment of T M Bhasin as
chairman of the Advisory Board for Banking and Financial Frauds (ABBFF).
 The panel was constituted to examine bank frauds of over Rs 50 crore and recommend action.
The former vigilance commissioner, CVC, Mr Bhasin will now continue to head the board for a
further period of two years, with effect from August 21, 2021.
OBITUARY
Former CM of Uttar Pradesh Kalyan Singh passed away
 Former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Kalyan Singh passed away. He had served as the CM of
Uttar Pradesh twice — June 1991 to December 1992 and September 1997 to November 1999
and was the CM of UP during the demolition of the Babri Masjid. He’s a two-time Member of
Parliament and a former governor of Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh.
IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition 2021 :23rd August
 United Nations observes 23 August every year as “International Day for the Remembrance of
the Slave Trade and its Abolition”. The Day is observed to inscribe the tragedy of the slave trade
in the memory of all peoples. It is a day to honour the memory of the men and women who, in
Saint-Domingue in 1791, revolted and paved the way for the end of slavery and
dehumanization.
 The day was designated by UNESCO to memorialize the transatlantic slave trade. It is a day to
honour the memory of the men and women who, in Saint-Domingue in 1791, revolted and
paved the way for the end of slavery and dehumanization.
 It was on the night of 22 and 23 August 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti and the Dominican
Republic) that saw the beginning of the uprising that would play a crucial role in the abolition of
the transatlantic slave trade.
World Sanskrit Day 2021: 22nd August
 World Sanskrit Day, (also known as Sanskrit Diwas), is celebrated every year on
Shraavanapoornima, which is the Poornima day of the Shraavana month in the Hindu calendar,
which is also marked as Raksha Bandhan. In 2021, this day is being observed on August 22,
2021.
 The day commemorates the ancient Indian language of Sanskrit and aims to promote its revival
and maintenance. The Government of India decided to celebrate World Sanskrit Day in 1969, on
the occasion of Raksha Bandhan that falls on the full moon day of the Hindu month of Shravana.
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief 2021 :
22nd August
 The International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or
Belief is observed on August 22 every year since 2019. The day aims to remember the victims
and survivors of evil acts on the basis of or in the name of religion or belief.
 The day was adopted at the 73rd UN General Assembly on 28 May 2019 as proposed by Poland.
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It spreads awareness that international communities must work together to achieve justice for
the survivors of past abuses by holding perpetrators accountable and demonstrating to
governments that action must be taken to ‘never again’ tolerate genocide or other atrocities.

Current Affairs PDF- August 22, 2021
NATIONAL
Indian PM Narendra Modi inaugurated multiple projects in Gujarat
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple
projects in Somnath, Gujarat on August 20, 2021, via video conferencing. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Union Minister of State (MoS) for Tourism Shripad Naik were also present at the
event through video conferencing.
 Somnath Promenade: This project is developed under PRASHAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive) Scheme, at a cost of over Rs. 47 crore.
 Somnath Exhibition Centre: This centre has been developed on the premises of ‘Tourist
Facilitation Centre’. It displays the exhibits from dismantled parts of the old Somnath temple
and its sculptures having Nagar style temple architecture of old Somnath.
Facebook India launched “Small Business Loans Initiative” in India with the platform Indifi
 Facebook India has launched the “Small Business Loans Initiative” in India in partnership with
the online lending platform Indifi. India is the first country where Facebook is rolling out this
programme. The objective of this initiative is to help small and medium businesses (SMBs) that
advertise on Facebook to get quick access to credit/loans through independent lending
partners. This will make business loans more easily accessible to small businesses, and reduce
the credit gap within India’s MSME sector. It is open to businesses registered across 200 towns
and cities of India.
 Indifi is the first lending partner that Facebook has tied up with and the programme is built with
the potential to bring more partners on board.
 Through Facebook’s partnership with Indifi, small businesses that advertise with Facebook can
get loans at a predefined interest rate of 17-20 per cent per annum.
IMPORTANT DAYS
World Senior Citizen Day 2021: 21 August
 World Senior Citizen Day is observed globally on August 21 every year. The day is celebrated to
raise awareness about issues affecting older people, such as deterioration with age and the
abuse of the elderly and support, honour and show appreciation to seniors and to recognize
their achievements.
 The Day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly on December 14, 1990. The
day was officially founded by the former President of the United States of America, Ronald
Reagan in 1988 to dedicate a day to older adults and their issues.
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India Celebrates Sanskrit Week 2021: August 19 To 25
 In 2021, India is observing the Sanskrit Week from August 19 to August 25, 2021, to promote,
popularise and cherish the importance of ancient language. In 2021, Sanskrit Day will be
celebrated on August 22, 2021.
 The day is celebrated on the full moon day of the month of Shravan, which also marks the
occasion of Raksha Bandhan each year. World Sanskrit Day was first declared in 1969, by the
Indian Government on the occasion of Raksha Bandhan.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards 2021
 The Family Man 2 actors Manoj Bajpayee and Samantha Akkineni were among the winners of
the latest edition of the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards. The IFFM 2021 were held
virtually on Friday with several stars from various film industries in attendance. Eminent Indian
artists like Shoojit Sircar, Anurag Kashyap, Thiagarajan Kumararaja, Sriram Raghavan were
amongst the presenters, along with Richa Chadha, Guneet Monga, Onir and others as jury
members.
List of winners of the IFFM 2021:
 Best Feature Film: Soorarai Pottru
 Best Performance Male (Feature): Suriya Sivakumar (Soorarai Pottru)
 Best Performance Female (Feature): Vidya Balan (Sherni) & Honourable mention to
Nimisha Sajayan (The Great Indian Kitchen)
 Best Director: Anurag Basu (Ludo) & Honorary Mention Prithvi Konanur (Pinki Elli?)
 Best Series: Mirzapur Season 2
 Best Actress in a Series: Samantha Akkineni (The Family Man 2)
 Best Actor in a Series: Manoj Bajpayee (The Family Man 2)
 Equality in Cinema (Short Film): Sheer Qorma
 Equality in Cinema Award (Feature Film): The Great Indian Kitchen
 Best Indie Film: Fire in the Mountains
 Diversity in Cinema Award: Pankaj Tripathi
 Disruptor Award: Sanal Kumar Sasidharan
 Best Documentary Film: Shut Up Sona
RANKING
Apple, the world’s most valuable company: Hurun Global 500 Most Valuable Companies list 2021
 Apple is the world’s most valuable company (USD 2,443 billion) according to the Hurun Global
500 Most Valuable Companies list 2021. The world’s top six valuable companies remained
unchanged as Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, Alphabet, Facebook and Tencent.
 Globally, the US-led with 243 companies, up by one; followed by China 47, down by four, Japan
was third with 30 and the UK was fourth with 24. While India is ranked 9th with 12 companies.
 Reliance Industries (USD 188 billion) ranked at 57 is the top Indian company in the list. As many
as 12 Indian companies found a place among the Hurun Global 500 for 2021 as Wipro Ltd, Asian
Paints Ltd and HCL Technologies Ltd made it to the list of 500 most valuable firms in the world,
while ITC Ltd dropped out.
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BANKING AND ECONOMIC
Kotak Mahindra Bank launched ‘Neo Collections’ Digital Repayment platform for missed loan
repayments
 Kotak Mahindra Bank has launched a platform named ‘Neo Collections’, which is a Do It Yourself
Digital Repayment Platform for missed loan repayments. Kotak Mahindra Bank has launched the
Neo Collections platform in tie-up with Creditas Solutions. The main objective of this DIY digital
repayment platform is to make repayments for outstanding loans more convenient for
customers.
 Powered by artificial intelligence and machine learning, the ‘Neo Collections’ platform delivers a
personalised and non-intrusive experience thereby enabling customers to manage their dues
seamlessly on their own through an intuitive repayment platform.
NPCI partnered with Mashreq Bank to launch UPI in the UAE
 NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) has partnered with Mashreq Bank to launch the
payment system facility of Unified Payments Interface (UPI), in the UAE. Mashreq Bank is the
oldest privately owned bank in the United Arab Emirates. This step will benefit the Indian
tourists and who travel to UAE for business or leisure purposes to pay for their purchases using
UPI-based mobile applications across shops and merchant stores in the UAE.
 This partnership will enable over two million Indians who travel to UAE for business or leisure
purposes every year to pay for their purchases seamlessly using UPI-based mobile applications
across shops and merchant stores in the UAE.

