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OBITUARY 
South Africa's zulu Queen Mantfombi passed away 

 The Zulu royal family in South Africa has announced the death of its monarch Queen Shiyiwe Mantfombi 
Dlamini Zulu just a month after she became regent.  

 Queen Mantfombi, 65, became interim leader of the country's largest ethnic group last month after the 
death of her husband, King Goodwill Zwelithini. 

 

American Astronaut Michael Collins Passed Away 
 The American astronaut, Michael Collins, who was the command module pilot for the Apollo 11 mission 

to the moon, has passed away, after losing his battle to cancer.  

 During the three-man Apollo 11 crew mission in 1969, Collins kept the command module flying while the 
other two members, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to walk on the moon. 
Collins spent seven years of his career as an astronaut with NASA. 

 

TV Journalist and news anchor Rohit Sardana Passed Away 
 Renowned TV journalist and news anchor, Rohit Sardana, has passed away, due to a heart attack, 

following the deadly C-19 infection. The young journalist was just 41-year-old. Sardana was associated 
with Zee News since 2004, before moving to AajTak in 2017. 

 With Zee News, he hosted Taal Thok Ke, a programme that discusses contemporary issues in India, while 
with AajTak, he was hosting the debate show ”Dangal.” Sardana was awarded the Ganesh Shankar 
Vidyarthi Puraskar by the Indian government in 2018. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Niraj Bajaj Appointed as Bajaj Auto Chairman of the board  

 Bajaj Auto has announced the appointment of Neeraj Bajaj as its new Chairman of the Board with effect 
from May 1, 2021. The automaker has also announced Rahul Bajaj as its Chairman Emeritus. This will be 
taken up at the ensuing annual general meeting for the approval of the shareholders. 

 Rahul Bajaj, Non-executive Chairman of the Company, having been at the helm of the Company since 
1972 and the Group for five decades, considering his age, has tendered his resignation as a non-executive 
director and Chairman of the Company with effect from close of business hours on 30 April 2021. 

 

Amitabh Chaudhry Re-appointed as MD & CEO of Axis Bank for three years  
 Amitabh Chaudhry has been re-appointed as the Managing Director and CEO of the private sector lender 

Axis Bank for three more years by the bank board. His second 3 years term will begin with effect from 
January 1, 2022, up to December 31, 2024. 

 Chaudhry was first appointed as Managing Director (MD) and CEO of Axis Bank for a period of three years, 
with effect from January 1, 2019 up to December 31, 2021. Prior to that, he was the MD and CEO of HDFC 
Standard Life Insurance Company. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
1st May: Maharashtra day and Gujarat Day 

 Each year, the Marathi community celebrates Maharashtra Day all around the world on May 1. Most 
people are aware that May 1 is Labour Day but not many people know that this day is also celebrated as 
Maharashtra Day.  

 Along with Maharastra Day, Gujarat Day is also celebrated on May 1 each year as the states of 
Maharashtra and Gujrat were formed on May 1.  

 

International Workers’ Day or May day: 1st May 
 International Labour Day (also known as May Day or International Workers’ Day) is celebrated across the 

world on the 1st of May every year. The day celebrates the struggle, dedication and commitment of the 
working class and is an annual public holiday in several countries. 

 On 1 May 1886, Chicago and a few other cities were the sites of a major union demonstration in support 
of the eight-hour workday demand. In 1889, the International Socialist Conference declared that in 
commemoration of the Haymarket affair, 1 May would be an international holiday for the labour force, 
now known as International Workers’ Day. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
TRIFED inks MoU with ‘The LINK Fund’ for tribal development 

 Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of India (TRIFED), has entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with The LINK Fund, for a collaborative project titled “Sustainable Livelihoods For 
Tribal Households in India”.  Under the project, both the organisations will work together towards. 

 Tribal Development and Employment Generation, by providing support to tribals for increasing value 
addition in their produce and products. 

 Sustainable livelihoods and value addition, for the increase in income and employment generation 
through technological intervention for efficiency in value addition for MFPs, produce and crafts 
diversification, skill training and enhancement of value additions in minor forest produce. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
SIDBI launched SHWAS and AROG Loan Schemes for MSMEs 

 The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), has launched two loan products for MSMEs to 
help them with the required financial support in the fight against the C-19. These two new quick credit 
delivery schemes will facilitate funding for production and services related to the supply of oxygen 
cylinders, oxygen concentrators, oximeters and essential drugs by MSMEs. 
Two new loan products:- 
• SHWAS – SIDBI assistance to Healthcare sector in War Against Second wave of COVID19. 
• AROG – SIDBI Assistance to MSMEs for Recovery & Organic Growth during COVID19 pandemic. 

 

Brand Finance Insurance report 2021: LIC Among Top Ten Most-Valuable Insurance Brand Globally 
 The state-owned insurance behemoth ‘Life Insurance Corporation (LIC)’ has emerged as the third 

strongest and the tenth most valuable insurance brand globally, in Brand Finance Insurance 100 report for 
2021. The annual report is released by London-based brand valuation consultancy firm Brand Finance, to 
identify the most valuable and strongest insurance brands globally. 

 The brand value of LIC increased by almost 7 per cent to $8.65 billion in 2021. 

 Chinese firm ‘Ping An Insurance’ emerged as the world’s most valuable insurance brand, despite 
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recording a 26 per cent drop in brand value in 2021 over the previous year. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 30, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Vaishali is the first woman officer to Appointed in BRO 

 Vaishali S Hiwase became the first woman officer to be appointed as officer commanding in the 
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) where she will be responsible for providing connectivity 
through an Indo-China border road. 

 
Odisha government has started ambitious initiative of crop diversification  

 Odisha government has started ambitious initiative of crop diversification in mega lift point ( 
MLIP) ayacut areas of the State.  

 The action plan for coming Khariff season towards this effect was discussed in a high level 
meeting held on digital mode under the chairmanship of chief secretary Suresh Chnadra 
Mahapatra here in Lokseba Bhawan wherein agriculture secretary Suresh Kumar Vashishth 
outlined the issues for discussion. 

 

SPORTS 
ASBC Asian boxing championship 2021 will be held in Dubai  

 In the wake of international travel restrictions to India, the Boxing Federation of India (BFI), in 
consultation with Asian Boxing Confederation (ASBC), has decided to conduct the upcoming 2021 
edition of the ASBC Asian Elite Men and Women Boxing Championships in Dubai. 

 The event will now be organised by BFI in association with UAE Boxing Federation. 

 The prestigious tournament was earlier scheduled to take place between May 21 to 31 at Indira 
Gandhi Sports Complex in New Delhi. BFI had also received the NOC from the Sports Ministry to 
host the tournament and the preparations were in full swing. 

 

OBITUARY 
Allahabad high court judge passed away due to C-19 

 Justice Virendra Kumar Srivastava of the Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High Court died of 
Covi-19 on Wednesday. He was 59. 

 Srivastava, who had tested positive for coronavirus, was undergoing treatment at the Sanjay 
Gandhi Post Graduate Institute (SGPGI) in Lucknow. 

 
Eminent Indian educationist, popular columnist Manoj Das Passed Away 

 Eminent Indian educationist, popular columnist and prolific author, who wrote in Odia and 
English, Manoj Das has passed away.  

 The first book of Das was of poetry called ‘Satavdira Artanada’, in Odia, which was published 
when he was in high school. He was honoured with Padma Shri in 2001 and Padma Bhushan in 
2020 for his contributions in the field of literature and education. 
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APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Ravindra Jadeja has appointed ASICS brand ambassador 

 Japanese Sportswear brand ASICS announced that it has appointed Ravindra Jadeja, the all-
rounder of the Indian cricket team and Chennai Super Kings as its brand ambassador. The 
company, which focuses on sporting gear for the running category. 

 ASICS has been working with young and fresh athletic talent across various genres of sports. In 
India, ASICS is promoted by actor Tiger Shroff. In Asia, ASICS currently has over 55 stores across 
India, Sri Lanka and Bhutan. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
Ayushman Bharat Diwas: April 30 

 Ayushman Bharat Diwas is celebrated on April 30 ever year in India. The Ayushman Bharat Diwas 
is celebrated to achieve twin missions. They are to promote health and wellness to the poor and 
also to provide insurance benefits to them. The day aims to promote affordable medical facilities 
in remote areas of the country based on the Socio-Economic Caste Census database. It will also 
promote health and wellness and provide insurance benefits to the poor. 

 The Scheme was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April 2018. 

 According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the Ayushman Bharat Scheme has so far 
operationalised 75,532 Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre. It has fixed a target of 1.5 
lakh Health and Wellness Centre by 2022. 

 
International Jazz Day: 30 April 

 The International Jazz Day is celebrated on 30 April every year to highlight the importance of jazz 
and its diplomatic role in uniting people in all corners of the globe. The 2021 celebration marks 
the 10th Anniversary of International Jazz Day. The day was created on the idea of jazz pianist 
and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Herbie Hancock. 

 The musical form of Jazz was developed by African Americans. It was influenced by both 
European harmonic structure and African rhythms. It originated in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
Project Ladakh Ignited Minds: Indian Army signs MoU with HPCL & NIEDO  

 Ladakhi youth Army under the aegis of Fire and Fury Corps signed MoU for Ladakh Ignited Minds 
project with corporate partner Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) and executing 
agency National Integrity and Educational Development Organisation (NIEDO) HQ 14 Corps Leh. 

 The project Ladakh Ignited Minds: A Centre of Excellence and Wellness has been conceptualized 
to secure a better future for the youth of UT of Ladakh. 

 The programme under the aegis of Fire and Fury Corps of the Indian Army would be executed by 
National Integrity & Educational Development Organisation (NIEDO) a Kanpur-based NGO. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Wild Innovator Award 2021: Krithi Karanth becomes 1st Indian woman  

 Dr. Krithi K Karanth, Chief Conservation Scientist at Bengaluru-based Centre for Wildlife Studies 
(CWS), has been chosen as the first Indian and Asian woman for the 2021 ‘WILD Innovator 
Award’. This award given by the ‘‘WILD ELEMENTS Foundation” brings together a coalition of 
innovators, advocates and partners to “disrupt the status quo and identify solutions to global 
sustainability and conservation,”. 

 The Foundation’s distinctive approach to addressing climate change is the “Power of Three,” 
recognising the interconnectedness of animal-kind, humankind, and plantkind for the future 
planetary wellness of our shared home. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
ICICI Bank launched Digital banking Platform ‘Merchant Stack’ 

 The ICICI Bank has announced the launch of a digital and contactless banking platform, especially 
for retail merchants. The service, called ‘Merchant Stack’, is targeted at the over 2 crore retail 
merchants in the country, covering grocers, supermarkets, large retail store chains, online 
businesses and large e-commerce firms. 

 Retail merchants can avail the ‘Merchant Stack’ services on InstaBIZ, the mobile banking 
application of ICICI Bank for businesses. 

 The wide range of banking, as well as value-added services, will enable merchants to meet their 
banking requirements seamlessly so that they can continue to serve their customers in the 
challenging times during the pandemic. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 29, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
China Launched Robot Prototype ‘NEO-01’ Clear Space Debris 

 The Chinese government has launched a robot prototype named as ‘NEO-01’, in the Earth’s low 
orbit, on its Long March 6 rocket. The 30kg robot prototype has been developed by Shenzhen-
based space mining start-up ‘Origin Space’. 

 To observe small celestial bodies in deep space and to experiment with space debris removal 
techniques. 

 
 Time magazine's 100 most influential firms 

 Two Indian firms, Reliance Industries’ technology arm Jio Platforms and e-learning startup 
Byju’s have figured in the Time Magazine’s first-ever list of 100 most influential companies. On 
its website, Time said companies shaping the future are at the heart of the first ever TIME100 
Most Influential Companies. 

 It listed Jio Platforms under the Innovators category alongside Zoom, Adidas, TikTok, Ikea, 
Moderna and Netflix. “Over the past few years, Reliance Industries, the Mumbai-based 
conglomerate, has built India’s largest 4G network. 
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 NATIONAL 

Uttar Pradesh Govt. won “E-Panchayat Puraskar 2021” 
 The Uttar Pradesh government won the “E-Panchayat Puraskar 2021”, ranking first in Category 

I. It was followed by Assam and Chhattisgarh at the second position, while Odisha and Tamil 
Nadu stood third. 

 Every year, the Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj awards those states, which ensure maximum 
use of information technology to keep a tab on the work done by gram panchayats. 

  
India's first 3d printed house at Madras 

 India’s first 3D printed house built by IIT-Madras startup Tvasta was inaugurated on the campus. 
 The house, which has a built-up area of 600 square feet, has a bedroom, a hall and a kitchen. 

The entire house was designed using software and printed using concrete 3D printing 
technology. 

 Using this technology, a new house can be built in five days against four or five months in 
conventional mode. Further, the cost of the house is reduced by around 30% and life of the 
building can exceed 50 years. 

 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Arun Raste has appointed new MD & CEO of NCDEX 

 Market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has approved to the 
appointment of Arun Raste as MD and CEO of National Commodity & Derivatives Exchange 
Limited (NCDEX) for a period of five years. 

 Raste is currently associated with the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) as an 
Executive Director and prior to NDDB, he has worked with organisations like IDFC First Bank, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, NABARD, ACC Cement, and a non-profit NGO IRFT. 

 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw joins the board of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

 Biocon Ltd has announced that its Executive Chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has been 
appointed to the Board of Trustees of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSK), a leader 
in cancer treatment and research, based in New York, US. She will serve for a term of three 
years. 

 Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw is among the 52 members on the board and will serve for a term of three 
years with effect from April 14, 2021 and she is the first woman of Indian nationality to be 
appointed for this prestigious role. 

 
T V Soma Nathan new finance secretary 

 Expenditure Secretary TV Somanathan has been designated as the Finance Secretary. 
 He is a 1987-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Tamil Nadu cadre. 
 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved designating Mr Somanathan, 

Secretary, Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance as the Finance Secretary. 
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 IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Dance Day 29 April 2021 

 The International Dance Day is observed globally on 29 April every year. The day celebrates the 
value and importance of the dance and encourages participation and education in this art form 
through events and festivals. The day 29 April has been chosen as it marks the birth anniversary 
of Jean-Georges Noverre (1727–1810), who is known as the creator of modern ballet. 

 The theme of International Dance Day 2021: ‘Purpose of dance’. 
 The day was created in 1982, by the Dance Committee of the International Theatre Institute 

(ITI), the main partner for the performing arts of UNESCO. 
 

 RANKING 

India Ranked 49th in CGGI 2021 
 India has been placed at 49th position among 104 nations in the Chandler Good Government 

Index (CGGI) 2021. Finland has topped the CGGI Index 2021 and Venezuela is the last ranked 
country at 104. 

 The Chandler Good Governance Index is released by the Chandler Institute of Governance 
headquartered in Singapore. The index is prepared based on seven pillars namely leadership 
and foresight, strong institutions, robust laws and policies, attractive market place, financial 
stewardship, helping people rise, global influence and reputation. 
 

 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Oxford Economics has revised downwards the GDP growth forecast for India 

 The Global forecasting firm Oxford Economics has revised downwards the GDP growth forecast 
for India to 10.2 per cent for fiscal 2021-22. 

 Earlier it predicted this at 11.8 per cent. The downward revision is based on the country’s 
serious health burden, weak vaccination rate and lack of a convincing government strategy to 
contain the pandemic. 

 
Shivalik Small Finance Bank Limited commenced operations as a Small Finance Bank 

 The UP-based Shivalik Small Finance Bank Limited commenced operations as a Small Finance 
Bank (SFB) with effect from April 26, 2021. It must be remembered that the Shivalik Mercantile 
Co-operative Bank (SMCB) is the first urban co-operative bank (UCB) in India to receive licence 
from RBI to operate as a Small Finance Bank (SFB). 

 The bank has received the licence from RBI under Section 22 (1) of the Banking Regulation Act, 
1949 to carry on the business of small finance bank in India. Shivalik SFB area of operation is 
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and parts of Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 
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Current Affairs PDF- April 28, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
David Beckham the ambassador of UNICEF, leads global vaccination drive 

 UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, David Beckham, is fronting a global initiative to inspire 
confidence in vaccines and encourage parents around the world to vaccinate their children 
against deadly diseases. 

 In a powerful video released ahead of World Immunization Week, Beckham talks about the loss 
of everyday activities due to C-19, such as hugs with family, spending time with friends, and 
being with the people we love, and encourages parents to vaccinate themselves so that they 
can be safe. 

 

 SPORTS 

Rafael Nadal wins 12th Barcelona Open title 
 Rafael Nadal beat Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-7, 7-5 to win his 12th Barcelona Open title. It was 

Nadal’s 87th career title, and his 61st title on clay. 
 This is the second tournament where Nadal has captured 12 or more titles. The 13-time Roland 

Garros champion will return to No. 2 in the FedEx ATP Rankings. 
 
Manchester City won League Cup football tournament fourth time 

 Manchester City won the League Cup for a record-equalling fourth time in succession with a 
deserved victory over a disappointing Tottenham Hotspur side at Wembley. 

 City’s victory equalled Liverpool’s achievement in the early 1980s of winning the competition 
four years in a row. 

 

 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
India retained its position as the third biggest military spender 

 India has retained its position as the third biggest military spender in the world in 2020, 
according to new data titled ‘SIPRI Military Expenditure Database’ published by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) on April 26, 2021. 

 As per the new report, the top five biggest spenders in 2020 were the United States ($778 
billion), China ($252 billion), India ($72.9 billion), Russia ($61.7 billion) and the United Kingdom 
($59.2 billion) respectively. 

 These five nations together accounted for 62 per cent of global military expenditure. 
 

 OBITUARY 
Renowned Gujarati poet Dadudan Gadhvi Passed Away 

 Veteran Gujarati poet and folk singer Dadudan Pratapdan Gadhvi has passed away. He was 80 
years old. He was also known as Kavi Dad. 

 He was awarded the Padma Shri in 2021 for his contribution in literature and education. 
Besides, he had written songs for 15 Gujarati films. 
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Former MD of Maruti Suzuki, Jagdish Khattar Passed Away 

 Jagdish Khattar, the former Managing Director of Maruti Suzuki, has passed away. He had 
served at Maruti Suzuki India Limited from 1993 to 2007. He is credited for establishing Maruti 
as India’s largest car company. 

 Khattar joined Maruti in July 1993 as Director, and was eventually elevated as Managing 
Director in 1999, first as government nominee, and then in May 2002, as Suzuki Motor 
Corporation nominee. After his retirement from Maruti in October 2007, Khattar launched an 
entrepreneurial venture named Carnation Auto. 

 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Amit Banerjee becomes CMD, BEML 

 At a Public Enterprise Selection Board meeting that was held on April 26, 2021, Amit Banerjee 
was selected to be posted as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD), Bharat Earth Movers 
Limited (BEML). Presently, he is serving as Director (Rail & Metro), BEML Limited. 

 Banerjee is a graduate in Mechanical Engineering from IIT (BHU), Varanasi. He had joined BEML 
as an assistant engineer in 1984. 

 

 IMPORTANT DAYS 
Workers’ Memorial (International Commemoration Day for Dead and Injured Workers) Day: 28 April  

 The Workers’ Memorial Day, also known as International Commemoration Day for Dead and 
Injured Workers occurs every year on 28 April. The day has been organized worldwide by the 
International Trade Union Confederation since 1996. 

 Theme 2021: ‘Health and Safety is a fundamental workers‘ right.’ 
 Its purpose is to remember workers killed in incidents at work or by diseases caused by work 

and honour the victims of occupational accidents and diseases by organizing worldwide 
mobilizations and awareness campaigns on this date. 

 
World Day for Safety and Health at Work observed every year on 28 April 

 World Day for Safety and Health at Work is observed globally on 28 April every year. This day is 
observed to promote the prevention of occupational accidents and diseases globally and raise 
awareness to ensure health and safety at the workplace. 

 The theme for 2021 is “Anticipate, prepare and respond to crises – Invest Now in Resilient 
Occupational Safety and Health Systems”. 

 The World Day for Safety and Health at Work is an annual international campaign to promote 
safe, healthy and decent work. It is persisted 28 April and has been observed by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) since 2003. 

 

 BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
A new book title “Living Mountain” written by Amitav Ghosh 

 “The Living Mountain” is a new story by Jnanpith winner and internationally renowned author 
Amitav Ghosh, written during the course of the pandemic. It is a fable for the current times: a 
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cautionary tale of how humans have systematically exploited nature, leading to an 
environmental collapse. 

 HarperCollins Publishers India will publish The Living Mountain as a special standalone edition in 
January 2022 under its prestigious Fourth Estate imprint. The book will also be published 
simultaneously in Hindi, and as an ebook and an audiobook. 

  
Jhumpa Lahiri’s New Novel ‘Whereabouts’ 

 Renowned American author Jhumpa Lahiri has launched her new novel titled “Whereabouts”. 
The book is an English translation of the Italian novel ‘Ias Dove Mi Trovo’ which was written by 
the author Jhumpa Lahiri itself and published in 2018. 

 The novel has been translated into English by the author herself. The book is about an unnamed 
female protagonist over 45 years as she looks at her life, glancing, sideways, back and forth, 
chronicling life, relationships and burden of relationships, in short, succinct chapters. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 27, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Government Extended Deadline for making payment under ‘Vivad se Vishwas’ scheme till 30 June 
2021 

 The government has once again extended the deadline for making payment under the direct tax 
dispute settlement scheme ‘Vivad Se Vishwas’ by two months till June 30, 2021 to provide relief 
to the taxpayers facing hardships amid the pandemic. This is the fourth time that the deadline is 
being extended by the Ministry of Finance, since the launch of the scheme. The deadline was 
extended for the first time from March 31, 2020, to June 30, 2020, followed by December 31, 
2020, and then again till March 31, 2021. 

 The ‘Vivad Se Vishwas’ scheme was announced in the Union Budget 2020, as per which a 
taxpayer would be required to pay only the amount of the disputed taxes and will get a 
complete waiver of interest and penalty provided he pays by 31st March 2020. 

 
Panchayati Raj Day: PM Modi Launched the distribution of e-property cards under the Extension of 
‘SVAMITVA scheme’ Across India 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the distribution of e-property cards under the 
SVAMITVA scheme on National Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2021, through video 
conferencing. SVAMITVA stands for Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology 
in Village Areas. The launch marked the rollout of the implementation of the SVAMITVA scheme 
across the entire country. About 4.09 lakh property owners were given their e-property cards 
during the event, in more than 5 thousand villages. 

 The Svamitva Scheme was launched by Prime Minister on 24 April 2020 as a Central Sector 
Scheme to promote a socio-economically empowered and self-reliant rural India. 

 It was launched on pilot basis in the 6 states, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh. 
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 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Indian Navy has joined the rescue operation for an Indonesian submarine 

 The Indian Navy has joined the rescue operation for an Indonesian submarine and its 53-person 
crew that went missing more than 4 days ago. 

 Indonesia had sought assistance from India after its 44-year-old submarine, KRI Nanggala-402, 
went missing while conducting a torpedo drill north of the island of Bali. The Navy’s Deep-
Submergence Rescue Vessel (DSVR) left from Visakhapatnam. 

 

 OBITUARY 

Justice M Shantanagoudar passed away 
 Supreme Court judge Justice Mohan M Shantanagoudar passed away. Justice Shantanagoudar 

was elevated as a judge of the Supreme Court on February 17, 2017. He would have remained 
in office till May 5, 2023. 

 Shantanagoudar was born on May 5, 1958, in Karnataka and got himself enrolled as an advocate 
on September 5, 1980. He was appointed as an additional judge of the Karnataka High Court on 
May 12, 2003, and became a permanent judge in the court in September 2004. Later, Justice 
Shantanagoudar was transferred to the Kerala High Court, where he assumed charge as the 
acting chief justice on August 1, 2016. He became the chief justice of the Kerala High Court on 
September 22, 2016, before being elevated as an apex court judge. 

 
 Veteran Scientist Krishnamurthy Santhanam Passed away 

 Indian nuclear scientist Krishnamurthy Santhanam, who played a noteworthy role in the 1998 
nuclear tests at Pokhran, has passed away. He was deeply associated with Defence Research 
and Development Organization(DRDO), Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA). 

 Santhanam was the field director of Defence Research and Development Organization during 
the tests of Pokhran-II. He was awarded with the Padma Bhushan, the third-highest civilian 
award, in 1999 by the Government of India. 

  
Hindustani classical singer Pandit Rajan Mishra Passed Away 

 Renowned Hindustani classical singer, from ‘Banaras Gharana’ of India, Pandit Rajan Mishra, has 
passed away. He was a vocalist in the khyal style of Indian classical singing. 

 Mishra was awarded Padma Bhushan in the field of art in 2007. Pandit Rajan Mishra was also a 
recipient of the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, the Gandharwa National Award and the 
National Tansen Samman. 
 

 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed every year on April 26 
 The International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed every year on April 26 to 

raise awareness of the consequences of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster and the risks of nuclear 
energy in general. 

 The United Nations (UN) proclaimed the day on April 26, 2016, that marked the 30th 
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anniversary of the 1986 nuclear disaster. On this day in 1986, a reactor exploded at the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine with devastating consequences. 

 

 AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

National Panchayat Awards 2021 conferred by PM Modi 
 The National Panchayat Awards 2021 was conferred by PM Modi. Prime Minister will transfer 

the award money (as Grants-in-Aid) through the click of a button, ranging from Rs.5 lakh to 
Rs.50 lakh. The amount will be directly transferred to the bank account of the Panchayats 
concerned in real-time. This is being done for the first time. 
The National Panchayat Awards 2021: 

 Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar to 224 panchayats, 
 Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar to 30-gram panchayats, Gram 
 Panchayat Development Plan Award to 29-gram panchayats, Child-friendly Gram 
 Panchayat Award to 30 Gram Panchayats and e-Panchayat Puraskar to 12 states. 

  
93rd Academy Awards 2021 announced in Los Angeles 

 The 93rd Academy Awards ceremony, also known as the Oscars Award, took place in Los 
Angeles on April 25, 2021. The award is presented annually by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). 2021 Oscars honoured the best films of 2020 and early 2021. 

 American drama ‘Nomadland’ won most honours with three awards. Chloe Zhao, who directed 
“Nomadland”, was crowned best director, and with this, she became the only second woman to 
claim the title and the first woman of colour to win that award. Indian film personalities Irrfan 
Khan and Bhanu Athaiya were honoured in the “In Memoriam” montage showcased at the 
event. 

 

 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI cancelled licence of Bhagyodaya Friends Urban Co-operative Bank Limited due to inadequate 
capital 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the licence of Maharashtra-based Bhagyodaya 
Friends Urban Co-operative Bank Limited due to inadequate capital. On liquidation, every 
depositor is entitled to receive deposit insurance claim amount of his/her deposits up to a 
monetary ceiling of Rs 5 lakhs from the DICGC subject to the provisions of the DICGC Act, 1961. 

 According to the regulator, the bank with its present financial position would be unable to pay 
its present depositors in the full and public interest would be adversely affected if the bank is 
allowed to carry on its banking business any further. The bank has failed to comply with the 
requirements and the continuance of the bank is prejudicial to the interests of its depositors. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 26, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 

Italy bans entry of travelers from India 
 Italy has joined other countries by imposing restrictions on travel from India to avert the spread 
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of a C-19 variant as the Asian nation struggles with a surge in infections. 
 Italy's Health Minister Roberto Speranza said on Twitter he had signed an order barring foreign 

travellers who have been in India in the past 14 days from entering the country. 
 India, which is facing a health crisis, is battling a "double mutant" strain of C-19. On Sunday, the 

country posted the world's highest single-day increase in cases for a fourth day. 
 

NATIONAL 
19th India-French Naval Exercise “VARUNA” begins in the Arabian Sea 

 The 19th edition of the Indian and French Navy bilateral exercise ‘VARUNA-2021’ conducted in 
the Arabian Sea from 25 to 27 April 2021. During the three day exercise, the units of both the 
navies will undertake high tempo-naval operations at sea, which will include advanced air 
defence and anti-submarine exercises, intense fixed and rotary wing flying operations, tactical 
manoeuvres, surface and anti-air weapon firings, underway replenishment and other maritime 
security operations. 

 The Indian Navy will participate with its guided-missile stealth destroyer INS Kolkata, guided-
missile frigates INS Tarkash and INS Talwar, Fleet Support Ship INS Deepak, with Seaking 42B 
and Chetak integral helicopters, a Kalvari class submarine and P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft. 

 

OBITUARY 
Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar passed away at 62 

 He was born in 1958 and enrolled as an advocate in 1980 and was the ninth seniormost judge of 
the Supreme Court. 

 Supreme Court judge Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar died at a private hospital in Gurugram 
on Sunday. 

 He was 62. He was admitted to the Medanta Hospital on developing a lung complication and 
was shifted to the Intensive Care Unit. There is no official confirmation whether Justice 
Shantanagoudar’s demise was related to C-19. 

 
Hindustani classical singer Rajan Mishra passed away at 70 

 Rajan Mishra, renowned classical singer and a Padma Bhusan awardee, passed away on April 
25, 2021, at St. Stephen hospital in Delhi. 

 He was 70 years old. Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed his condolences, “His passing 
away is an irreparable loss to the art and music world.” 

 
Former SSB chief Arun Chaudhary passed away at 66 

 Former Sashastra Seema Bal chief Arun Chaudhary has succumbed to coronavirus on Sunday. 
He was 66. 

 A 1977-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of the Bihar cadre, Chaudhary served for nearly 
two decades in the Intelligence Bureau (IB) where he headed the Jammu and Kashmir desk. 

 In his early service days, he served in various positions in his cadre state and also had a stint 
with the Central Industrial Security Force, where he headed its airport security unit. 
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 In December 2012, he was appointed director general of the SSB and retired from service on 
April 30, 2014. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Intellectual Property Day: 26 April 2021 

 World Intellectual Property Day is observed globally on April 26 every year. It was established 
by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000 to “raise awareness of how 
patents, copyright, trademarks and designs impact on daily life” and “to celebrate creativity and 
the contribution made by creators and innovators to the development of societies across the 
world”. 

 Theme 2021: ‘Intellectual property and small businesses: Taking big ideas to market’. 
 WIPO proclaimed, 26 April was chosen as the date for World Intellectual Property Day because 

it coincides with the date on which the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property 
Organization entered into force in 1970. 

 
International Delegate’s Day: 25 April 2021 

 International Delegate’s Day observed globally on 25 April every year. This day is observed to 
raise awareness of the role of the representatives and delegates of the Member States to the 
United Nations. International Delegate’s Day marks the anniversary of the first day of the San 
Francisco Conference which is also known as the United Nations Conference on International 
Organization. 

 On 25 April 1945, delegates from 50 countries came together for the first time in San Francisco. 
The conference happened after the devastation of the second world war. The delegates aimed 
to set up an organization that would restore world peace and imposes rules on the post-war 
world order. On 2 April 2019, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 25 April 
as International Delegate’s Day. 

 
World Malaria Day (WMD) is observed globally on 25 April each year 

 The World Malaria Day (WMD) is observed globally on 25 April each year to recognize the 
efforts of the people worldwide to control malaria. The Day was established in May 2007 at the 
60th session of the World Health Assembly, WHO’s the decision-making body. The theme of 
World Malaria Day 2021 is ‘Reaching the zero malaria target’. 

 World Malaria Day was developed from Africa Malaria Day which was first held in 2008. It is 
basically an occasion that had been observed since 2001 by African governments. They worked 
towards the progress goal which aimed toward controlling malaria and reduces its mortality in 
African countries. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Oscars 2021: Chloe Zhao becomes second woman to win best director for 'Nomadland' 

 Chloé Zhao has made history at the Academy Awards. Zhao won the Oscar for best director for 
"Nomadland," becoming just the second woman and the first woman of color to win the award. 

 Kathryn Bigelow was the first woman to win, for "The Hurt Locker," in 2009. 
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 This was the only year in Oscar history with two female nominees, Zhao and "Promising Young 
Woman" director Emerald Fennell. Only seven women have ever been nominated.  

 

Current Affairs PDF- April 25, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Japan declares three months emergency in four major cities 

 Japan has declared a state of emergency in Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto and Hyogo from April 25, after 
a recent surge in C-19 cases. Announcing the emergency till 11th May, Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga said that the emergency is intended to be short and intensive. He said, it is to stop people 
from travelling and spreading the virus during Japan’s Golden Week holidays from late April 
through the first week of May. 

 This is Japan's third state of emergency since the pandemic began and comes after a month of 
an earlier emergency in the Tokyo area. The measures include shutdown orders for bars, 
department stores, malls, theme parks, theatres and museums. Restaurants that do not serve 
alcohol and public transportation services are asked to close early. Schools will stay open, but 
universities are asked to return to online classes. Mask-wearing, staying home and other 
measures for the general public remain non-mandatory requests. 

 

 NATIONAL 
DRDO to set up covid hospital in Ahmedabad 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that another dedicated 1200 bed Covid hospital will be 
set up at Gandhinagar in Gujarat. He made a visit to the 900 bed dedicated Covid hospital set up 
by DRDO and Gujarat Government at Gujarat University Convention and Exhibition Centre in 
Ahmedabad. 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the 1200 bed dedicated Covid hospital will be set 
up at Helipad ground in Gandhinagar. This hospital will have 600 ICU beds. It will be set up by 
DRDO in collaboration with Tata Trust. Mr. Shah said that Ahmedabad will also have Isolation 
centers for which Karnavati club, Rajpath Club, Ahmedabad District Cooperative Bank, Gujarat 
State Cooperative Bank and Umiya Pariwar have given their consent. 

 
Chhattisgarh government announces to deduct one day salary of officers and employees 

 The Chhattisgarh Government has announced that it will deduct one day salary of officers and 
employees in the month of April for contribution to the Chief Minister Relief Fund in order to 
help the needy people of the state affected by corona infection. 

 Meanwhile, efforts are being made by the Chhattisgarh government to increase the number of 
beds in hospitals and to ensure continuous supply of medical oxygen as well as for the adequate 
deployment of doctors and para- medical staff in various Covid hospitals. Amidst surge in Covid 
cases, the Health Department of Chhattisgarh has made the posting of 296 new doctors who 
have completed their M.B.B.S to address shortage of doctors. These doctors have been posted 
in various government medical college hospitals, district hospitals as well as community and 
primary health centers of the state. These doctors have been instructed to join their respective 
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hospitals within ten days. 
 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

Justice N. V. Ramana takes oath as 48th Chief Justice of India 
 Justice Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana was sworn in as the 48th Chief Justice of India. Justice 

Ramana’s will hold the post for sixteen months, until August 26, 2022. 
 Justice Ramana takes over at a time when the judiciary is going back to a virtual mode, due to 

the second wave of C-19, and is entrusted with ensuring un-interrupted access to justice. As 
Chairperson of the National Legal Services Authority, Justice Ramana led efforts to ensure 
training to lawyers and litigants to adapt to e-courts during the pandemic. 

 
RBI approved Atanu Chakraborty as HDFC Bank’s part-time chairman 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of former Economic Affairs 
Secretary, Atanu Chakraborty, as the part-time chairman and additional independent director of 
the private sector lender HDFC Bank. He retired as Secretary of the Department of Economic 
Affairs in April 2020. Prior to that, he served as Secretary of the Department of Investment and 
Public Asset Management (DIPAM). 

 Chakraborty, a 1985 batch IAS officer of Gujarat cadre, has been appointed for a period of three 
years with effect from May 5, 2021 or the date of his taking charge, whichever is later. 

 

 IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Day for Laboratory Animals is observed every year on 24 April 

 The World Day For Animals In Laboratories (WDAIL)( World Lab Animal Day or World Day for 
Laboratory Animals), is observed every year on 24 April. The day was instituted in 1979 by the 
National Anti-Vivisection Society (NAVS), as an “international day of commemoration” for 
animals in laboratories. 

 WDAIL aims to end the suffering of animals in laboratories around the world and promote their 
replacement with advanced scientific non-animal techniques. Apart from this, the “World Week 
for Animals In Laboratories” (Lab Animal Week) is celebrated from April 20 to 26. 

 

 AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Hyderabad’s Rumana Sinha Sehgal won the Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021  

 Rumana Sinha Sehgal, Software engineer turned entrepreneur from Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh, won the Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021 by the Diplomatic Mission 
Global Peace. She was virtually awarded for her contribution to the field of developing 
innovative and functional green products by recycling varied materials and non-biodegradable 
materials. 

 Nationwide Award -under 50- Business Leader 2021 of Social entrepreneurship. 
 International Influencer of the year 2021’ at the Influencer Summit in January 2021. 
 ReXKarmaveer Chakra (silver) and Global Fellowship award 2019 for her work in the zone of 

women and child empowerment. 
 She was crowned as the ‘Mrs Universe Successful 2018’. 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI allows commercial banks to pay up to 50% of pre-Covid dividends 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed commercial banks to pay dividends on equity shares 
for FY21, from the profits for the fiscal ended March 31, 2021, subject to certain conditions and 
limits. The new notification of RBI allows commercial banks to pay dividends not more than 50 
per cent of the amount determined as per the dividend payout ratio prescribed. This means 
that banks may pay dividends up to 50% of what they paid before the Covid scenario. 

 Earlier, RBI had asked all banks not to make any dividend payment on equity shares for FY20 
from the profits due to the ongoing stress and heightened uncertainty on account of C-19. For 
co-operative banks, all the restrictions on dividends have been removed and they have been 
permitted to pay the dividend on equity shares from the profits of the financial year ended 
March 31, 2021. However, RBI has also instructed all banks to continue to meet the applicable 
minimum regulatory capital requirements after dividend payment.  
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