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INTERNATIONAL 
4chan founder Chris Poole leaves Google 

 4chan founder Chris Poole no longer works at Google. Google hired Poole in 2016 to work on the 
company's doomed social media project, Google+.  

 Poole lasted just five years at Google, which CNBC notes is usually just long enough for any 
employee's shares attached to hiring to vest. It sounds like Poole never found a solid landing 
spot at Google, as he had three different positions during his five years. 

 

NATIONAL 
PM Modi Participated in Leaders’ Summit on Climate hosted by Joe Biden 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated in the “Leaders’ Summit on Climate”, hosted by 
the President of the U.S.A. Joe Biden. The two-day conference has been organised virtually, 
which coincides with the fifth anniversary of the opening of the Paris Agreement on climate 
change for signature. 

 The theme of the summit: Our Collective Sprint to 2030. 

 A total of 40 national leaders have been invited by Biden to attend this two-day virtual climate 
summit. 

 The Summit is being held in the run-up to the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) that will take place in November 2021 in Glasglow. 

 
Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2021 held 

 The opening ceremony of the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2021 was held in Boao, 
south China’s Hainan Province. The theme of the conference – “A World in Change: Join Hands to 
Strengthen Global Governance and Advance Belt and Road Cooperation”. 

 The forum, now celebrating its 20th anniversary, has not only played a unique role in pooling 
consensus and putting forward valuable “Boao proposals,” but also engaged countries in 
addressing global issues and promoting world development and prosperity. 

 

OBITUARY 
Iconic composer duo of “Nadeem-Shravan” Fame Shravan Rathod Passed Away 

 Veteran music composer Shravan Rathod of Nadeem-Shravan fame has passed away due to 
coronavirus complications. The iconic composer duo Nadeem-Shravan (Nadeem Saifi and 
Shravan Rathod), were among the most sought-after composers of the 90s. 

 Together they composed some of the iconic hits for movies such as Aashiqui (1990), Saajan 
(1991), Hum Hain Rahi Pyar Ke (1993), Pardes (1997) and Raja Hindustani (1996), among others. 
The Nadeem-Shravan duo parted ways in the 2000s, however, they again reunited to compose 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2016/03/the-founder-of-4chan-joins-google-presumably-to-work-on-google/


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

for David Dhawan-directed Do Knot Disturb in 2009. 
 
Gujarati and Hindi Film Actor Amit Mistry Passed Away 

 Popular Gujarati and Hindi film actor Amit Mistry, who was last seen in the Amazon Prime Video 
series “Bandish Bandits”, has passed away. The actor was a prominent face in the Gujarati 
theatre circuit.  

 He was also known for his memorable performances in Bollywood films like Kya Kehna, Ek Chalis 
Ki Last Local, 99, Shor In The City, Yamla Pagla Deewana and A Gentleman as well as TV-like 
Tenali Rama, Ssshhh…Koi Hai, Maddam Sir and Shubh Mangal Savadhan, besides OTT shows. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Veterinary Day is observed on the Fourth Saturday of April every year  

 The World Veterinary Day is observed on the Fourth Saturday of April every year. In 2021, the 
day falls on April 24, 2021.  

 The theme of the 2021 World Veterinary Day is ‘Veterinarian response to the COVID-19 crisis.’ 
The day was created by the World Veterinary Association (WVA) in 2000 to celebrate the 
contributions of veterinarians to the health of animals and society. 

 
National Panchayati Raj Day observed every year on 24 April 

 Nation celebrates National Panchayati Raj Day on 24 April every year. The Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj organizes the National Panchayati Raj day or the National Local Self Government Day. India 
celebrates the first National Panchayati Raj Day or the National Local Government Day on April 
2010. 

 24th April 1993 marks a defining moment in the history of decentralization of power to the 
grassroots, with the institutionalization of Panchayati Raj, through the Constitution (73rd 
Amendment) Act, 1992 which came into force with effect from that day. Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj commemorates the 24th April of every year as the National Panchayati Raj Day(NPRD), as the 
73rd Constitutional Amendment came into force on this date. Rajasthan was the first state that 
carried the Panchayati Raj System in 1959 during the times of late Prime Minister Jawarharlal 
Nehru. 

 

APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION  
Chithra Thomas appointed HR head at Tesla India 

 Tesla has appointed its new country HR leader, Chithra Thomas. With 18 years of experience in 
HR backing her, Thomas has moved from Reliance Retail where she was the VP-HR, handling the 
HR operations for AJIO, an e-commerce initiative of Reliance Retail. 

 At Reliance Retail, she led a team of 90 members and looked after total rewards, talent 
acquisition and designing of learning and development initiatives. She also handled the core HR 
operations for 25,000 employees. 

 After completing an MBA in HR, Thomas started her career with HPE India and worked with them 
for six years. 
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BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Author Aakash Ranison launched his E-Book “Climate Change Explained – For One And All” 

 The climate activist-author, Aakash Ranison has come out with a new e-book titled “Climate 
Change Explained – for one and all”, on the occasion of Earth Day. Through the e-book, the 
author explains the impact of climate change and aims to motivate readers to reduce its 
outcome with the help of simple sustainable solutions. 

 The book is a mix of facts, data, and information about climate change, having topics like 
“Greenhouse effect, global warming, Carbon footprint” and their effects on earth in the near 
future. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI has Cancelled Licence of Sambandh Finserve 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued a show-cause notice prior to cancelling the licence of 
fraud-hit Sambandh Finserve Pvt Ltd. after its networth eroded below the regulatory minimum 
and financial situation worsened beyond redemption over the recent months. Sambandh is 
registered as an NBFC-MFI.  

 The Managing Director and CEO of Sambandh, Deepak Kindo, who was allegedly the main 
perpetrator of the fraud, has been arrested by Economic Offence Wing, Chennai. According to 
the RBI norms, NBFC is required to maintain minimum capital levels consisting of Tier-I and Tier-II 
capital, of not less than 15 per cent of their aggregate risk-weighted assets.   
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NATIONAL 
Rekha Menon is the First Woman Chairperson of NASSCOM 

 IT industry’s apex body Nasscom on Thursday appointed Rekha M. Menon, chairperson and 
senior managing director at Accenture in India, as its chairperson for 2021-2022. With this, she 
becomes the first woman to take on the role of chairperson for Nasscom in its 30-year history. 

 Menon, earlier the vice chairperson, succeeds U.B. Pravin Rao, chief operating officer, Infosys 
Ltd, who served as chairman of Nasscom for 2020-2021. 

 
Indian Navy deployed DSRV 

 The Indian Navy deployed a deep submergence rescue vessel to support the Indonesian Navy's 
hunt for a submarine that went missing with 53 people on board. 

 They said the Indian DSRV is fitted with latest technology and that it has a side scan sonar for 
locating the position of submarines in distress at sea. 

 

SPORTS 
Tamil Nadu’s, Arjun Kalyan became India’s 68th Chess Grandmaster  

 Tamil Nadu’s, Arjun Kalyan became India’s 68th Chess Grandmaster when he crossed the 2500 
ELO mark after beating Dragan Kosic in the fifth round of GM Round Robin “Rujna Zore-3” in 
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Serbia.  

 Arjun is coached by IM Saravanan and Ukrainian GM Aleksandr Goloshchapov and began playing 
chess at the age of nine and got his FIDE rating a year later. Viswanathan Anand became the 
country’s first Grandmaster, in 1988. 

 

OBITUARY 
President of the Republic of Chad, Idriss Deby Itno, has passed away  

 The President of the Republic of Chad, Idriss Deby Itno, has passed away, following a 
confrontation with rebels after which he suffered wounds on the battlefield.  

 He had ruled the central African nation for more than three decades and was even declared 
winner of the 2021 presidential election, paving the way for him to stay in power for six more 
years. Deby first won elections in 1996 and 2001. After this, he continued to win in 2006, 2011, 
2016, and 2021. 

 
Veteran actor Kishore Nandlaskar passed away 

 Veteran actor Kishore Nandlaskar, who was a popular face in both Marathi and Hindi films, has 
passed away due to C-19 complications. The actor made his debut with Marathi film in 1982 
titled ‘Navare Sagle Gadhav’ and went to act in movies like ‘Bhavishyachi Aishi Taishi: The 
Prediction’, ‘Gaon Thor Pudhari Chor’ and ‘Jara Japun Kara’. 

 In Hindi films, Nandlaskar is known for his roles in Khakee (2004), Vaastav: The Reality (1999), 
Singham (2011), Jis Desh Mein Ganga Rehta Hain (2000), Simmba (2018) and many more. He was 
last seen in the Mahesh Manjrekar web series ‘1962: The War In The Hills’. 

 
Eminent Bengali poet Shankha Ghosh passed away 

 Noted Bengali poet, Shankha Ghosh has passed away following C-19 complications. He was 
known by his pen name Kuntak.  

 He was honoured with numerous awards for his contribution to Bengali literature, some of which 
includes: Padma Bhushan in 2011, the Jnanpith Award in 2016, and the Sahitya Akademi Award 
in 1977 for his book ‘Babarer Prarthana‘, as well as Saraswati Samman and Rabindra Puraskar 
among other awards. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Revolut names Paroma Chatterjee as India CEO 

 UK-based  fintech company Revolut, which was valued at $5.5 billion last year, has named 
Paroma Chatterjee as its CEO in India as it eyes an expansion in the country this year. 

 Chatterjee was previously Lendingkart’s Chief Business Officer. She has also held senior executive 
roles at Airtel Money, Flipkart and Via.com. 

 
Puma ropes two cricketers as brand ambassadors 

 Global sportswear brand Puma has signed long-term endorsement deals with cricketers 
Washington Sundar and Devdutt Padikkal. Puma India, which recently announced its partnership 
with Royal Challengers Bangalore, has been consistently investing in India’s sports ecosystem. 
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 The duo will be joining the company’s roster of brand ambassadors that include Indian captain 
Virat Kohli; wicketkeeper-batsman KL Rahul; women’s national cricketer, Sushma Verma and 
veteran cricketer Yuvraj Singh. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
UN English Language Day & UN Spanish Language Day : 23 April 

 The UN English Language Day and UN Spanish Language Day is observed annually on 23 April. For 
English, 23 April has been chosen to mark both the birthday and date of death of William 
Shakespeare. For the Spanish Language, the Day was chosen because the day is also observed as 
Hispanic Day in Spain, meaning the Spanish speaking world. 

 They are one of the six official languages used by the United Nations throughout the 
Organization. These are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

 Each language has been assigned a day of celebration by the UN’s Department of Public 
Information in 2010 to celebrate multilingualism and cultural diversity as well as to promote 
equal use of all six official languages throughout the Organization. 

 
World Book and Copyright Day organized on April 23 

 The World Book and Copyright Day (also known as ‘International Day of the Book’ and ‘World 
Book Day’), is an annual event organized on April 23 by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to promote reading, publishing, and copyright.  

 April 23 is chosen because it marks the birth and death of several prominent authors. For 
instance, William Shakespeare, Miguel de Cervantes, and Josep Pla died on April 23 and Manuel 
Mejia Vallejo and Maurice Druon were born on April 23. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
Australia and India for Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 

 Australia has announced a grant of Rs 81.2 million (AUD 1.4 million) under the Indo-Pacific 
Oceans Initiative (IPOI). IPOI was proposed by Indian Prime Minister Modi at the East Asia 
Summit in November 2019 and Australia is co-leading New Delhi in the marine ecology pillar of 
the initiative. 

 The initiative will help to support a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific. 

 The Australia-India Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative Partnership forms the core of this “shared 
vision” of both countries. 

 

RANKING 
WEF Global Energy Transition Index 2021 released: India Ranks 87th  

 India is placed at the 87th position among 115 countries in the 2021 Energy Transition Index 
(ETI). The report is published by the World Economic Forum (WEF), prepared in collaboration 
with Accenture to track nations on the current performance of their energy systems across 
various aspects. 

 The index benchmarks 115 countries on the current performance of their energy systems across 
three dimensions — economic development and growth, environmental sustainability, and 
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energy security and access indicators — and their readiness to transition to secure, sustainable, 
affordable, and inclusive energy systems. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY  
India elected to three bodies of U.N. Economic and Social Council 

 India has been elected by acclamation, to three bodies of the UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), for a three-year term beginning January 1, 2022. 

1. Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) 
2. Executive Board of the UN Entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women (UN 

Women) 
3. Executive Board of the World Food Programme (WFP)  
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NATIONAL 
CAG GC Murmu has been chosen as an external auditor by OPCW 

 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, GC Murmu has been chosen as the external 
auditor by a prestigious intergovernmental organisation working for the elimination of chemical 
weapons. 

 According to the External Affairs Ministry, the Hague-based Conference of State Parties of the 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) selected the CAG as its external 
auditor for a three-year term starting 2021. 

 The appointment was made through an election process at the OPCW conference yesterday 
where India received overwhelming support ahead of others. 

 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh launched Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme 

 The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Yeduguri Sandinti Jagan Mohan Reddy released the first 
tranche of Rs 672 crores under the Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme for the year 2021-22. This 
reimbursed the fees for 10.88 lakh students. So far, a total of Rs 4, 879 crores have been 
disbursed under the Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme. 

 The main objective of the Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme is to provide scholarships to all the 
students who are not able to pay their fees because of their financial burden.  

 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party to declare name of electoral bonds donor 

 The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party that has declared the name of the entity 
which made donations to it through electoral bonds. A declaration of a ₹1 crore donation was 
made in the party’s 2019-2020 contribution report. According to the contribution report of the 
ruling party in Jharkhand, the donation was made by aluminium and copper manufacturing 
company Hindalco. 

 The association said the most common and popular source of income for national and regional 
political parties in 2019-20 were donations through electoral bonds. This raises the question as 
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to whether political parties are aware of the identity of the donors who have contributions 
through electoral bonds, as can be seen in this case. 

 
(WSAI) has been established by the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) at Tehri Dam  

 Water Sports and Adventure Institute (WSAI) has been established by the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) at Tehri Dam in Uttarakhand. The institute was inaugurated on by Chief Minister 
Tirath Singh Rawat and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju. ITBP’s Mountaineering and Skiing Institute at 
Auli will independently run this institution, which will impart training in aero, water and land-
related sports and adventure activities. 

 Training in kayaking, rowing, canoeing, water skiing, para-gliding, para-sailing, speed boating, 
kite surfing, jet skiing, etc, will also be provided at this institute. Apart from this, water rescue 
and life-saving courses will be conducted here. It has been targeted to train at least 200 youth in 
water sports at this institution every year. 

 
Priyanka Mohite : first Indian woman to scale Mount Annapurna 

 Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mount Annapurna, the tenth 
highest mountain peak in the world, became the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.  

 Mount Annapurna is a massif in the Himalayas located in Nepal that includes one peak over 
8,000 metres and is considered to be one of the toughest mountains to climb. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
NASA successfully flew its tiny helicopter Ingenuity on Mars  

 NASA successfully flew its tiny helicopter Ingenuity on Mars, the first powered flight on another 
planet and a feat a top engineer called “our Wright brothers’ moment.” Data and images from 
the autonomous flight were transmitted (278 million kilometres) back to Earth where they were 
received by NASA’s array of ground antennas and processed more than three hours later. 
Ingenuity was on autopilot for its entire flight, out of sight, direct control, or contact with the 
men and women on Earth who had ordered it aloft—because radio signals take too long to travel 
between the planets for any human operator to intervene. 

 

OBITUARY 
Qawwali singer Farid Sabri passed away on 58. 

 Qawwali singer Farid Sabri of the renowned musical duo 'Sabri Brothers' from Rajasthan passed 
away on Wednesday morning at a hospital in Jaipur. 

 He was reportedly admitted to the facility on Tuesday night due to sudden deterioration in his 
condition, as the singer was allegedly suffering from pneumonia for the past few days. Sabri was 
58. 

 His brother, singer Amin Sabri confirmed that Farid had not tested positive, but was suffering 
from lung infection and kidney ailments, besides being diabetic. Doctors have confirmed the 
same. 

 The singer was cremated at the Miskin Shah Cemetery, after his body was taken to the Sabris' 
ancestral place of Mathura Walon ki Haveli in Jaipur. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Mother Earth Day observed globally on 22 April 

 Earth Day (International Mother Earth Day) is observed globally on 22 April every year. The Day 
will be celebrated all over the world to spread awareness for Earth’s wellbeing and to encourage 
people to support environmental protection. World Earth Day 2021 will mark the 51st 
Anniversary of the day since it started being observed in 1970. Earth Day was renamed officially 
by the UN in 2009 as International Mother Earth Day. 

 The theme of 2021 International Mother Earth Day is Restore Our Earth. 
 
International Girls in ICT Day is observed on 22nd April 2021 

 International Girls in ICT Day marked annually on the fourth Thursday of April. This year 
International Girls in ICT Day is observed on 22nd April 2021. International Girls in ICT Day aims 
to inspire a global movement to increase the representation of girls and women in technology. 
Today, let’s recommit to the goal of equal access for young women and girls to opportunities in 
science, technology, engineering and math. 

 The United Nations International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is highlighting the need to 
promote technology career opportunities for girls and women in the world’s fastest-growing 
sector. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
GOI-Germany enter into an agreement to prevent plastic waste entering oceans 

 The Government of India and Germany Government have signed an agreement for Technical 
Cooperation in enhancing practices to prevent plastic from entering the marine environment at a 
virtual ceremony in New Delhi India. The project titled ‘Cities Combating Plastic Entering the 
Marine Environment’ will be implemented for a period of 42 months.  

 The outcome of the project is completely in line with the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban focusing on sustainable solid waste management and Prime Minister Modi’s vision to 
phase out single-use plastic by 2022. 

 The agreement was signed between the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), 
Government of India and Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
India on behalf of the German Federal Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety. 

 

RANKING 
World Press Freedom Index 2021, released: India at 142nd   

 India has been placed at 142nd position among 180 countries in the latest World Press Freedom 
Index (WPFI)2021, released on April 20, 2021. India was at 142nd position in 2020 as well. Norway 
has retained its top spot for the fifth year running, followed by Finland and Denmark at second 
and third place respectively. Eritrea is at the bottom of the index at 180th place. 

 The index is published every year by the international journalism not-for-profit body, “Reporters 
without Borders (RSF)”, to evaluate the press freedom situation in 180 countries and territories. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Miguel Mario Diaz-Canel has been officially sworn in as the ‘First Secretary of the Communist Party of 
Cuba’ 

 Miguel Mario Diaz-Canel has been sworn as the ‘First Secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba’, 
following the resignation of Raul Castro. The Secretary of the Communist Party is the most 
powerful position in one party ruling Cuba. Díaz-Canel now holds Cuba’s two most important 
positions, head of the party and president of the state. 

 Raúl Castro announced that he would step down from the key position of the party and hand 
over the leadership to a younger generation. Díaz-Canel is almost thirty years younger than his 
predecessor and will now hold Cuba’s two most important positions, head of the party and 
president of the state. Castro had been in the post since 2011 when he took over from his older 
brother, Fidel Castro. 

 

NATIONAL 
Punjab Planned to ‘Har Ghar Jal’ State by 2022 

 Punjab State reiterated the commitment of the State to achieve the ‘Har Ghar Jal’ target by 2022 
as planned. Punjab has 34.73 lakh rural household, out of which 25.88 lakh (74.5%) have tap 
water supply. In 2021-22, the State plans to provide 8.87 lakh tap connections, thereby providing 
tap connection to every rural household. So far, 4-districts, 29 blocks, 5,715 panchayats and 
6,003 villages in Punjab have been declared ‘Har Ghar Jal’, which means every rural household 
has access to water through the tap. 

 To ensure transparency and accountability, Punjab has set up a well-equipped digital 24×7 call 
centre with Interactive Voice Responsive System. This analog grievance redressal system was 
upgraded in December 2020. Last year, the redressal rate was 97.76%. The pending complaints 
daily monitoring is done by sending reminders to the Executive Engineer via SMS, What’s App 
messages, e-mail and over the phone. 

 

OBITUARY 
American politician Walter Mondale Passed Away 

 Former American politician, diplomat, and lawyer Walter Mondale, who served as the 42nd Vice 
President of the United States, has passed away recently.  

 He served as Vice President from 1977 to 1981 under President Jimmy Carter. He also served as 
U.S. ambassador to Japan from 1993 to 1996 under Bill Clinton. 

 
Former Reserve Bank of India Governor Maidavolu Narasimham passed away 

 The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away 
recently. He was famously known as the “Father of Indian Banking Reforms”.  

 He was the 13th Governor of RBI and served from May 2, 1977, to November 30, 1977.  He was 
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known for being the chair of two high-powered committees on banking and financial sector 
reforms. 

 
Senior BJP leader Bachi Singh Rawat Passed Away 

 The senior BJP leader and former Union Minister Bachi Singh Rawat has passed away. He was a 
four-time MP from the Almora-Pithoragarh constituency in Uttarakhand.  

 He had served as the Union Minister of State for Science and Technology in the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee government. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Creativity and Innovation Day is observed globally on: 21 April 

 World Creativity and Innovation Day is observed on 21 April every year. This day is celebrated to 
raise awareness around the importance of creativity and innovation in problem-solving with 
respect to advancing the United Nations sustainable development goals, also known as the 
“global goals”.  

 The main objective of the day is to encourage people to use new ideas, make new decisions, and 
do creative thinking. Creativity is what makes the world go ‘round. 

 
National Civil Services Day is celebrated on April 21 every year:  

 In India, ‘Civil Services Day is celebrated on April 21 every year. It is a day to appreciate the 
tremendous work done by officers engaged in public administration, in various departments of 
the central and state governments. 

 The Government of India chose April 21 as the National Civil Service Day as on this day the 
country’s first home minister, Sardar Vallabh bhai Patel addressed the newly appointed 
Administrative Services Officers in 1947. The historic occasion took place at the Metcalf House in 
Delhi. In his address, he called Civil Servants, the ‘Steel Frame of India’. 

 

SPORTS 
Stefanos Tsitsipas has won his first ATP Masters 1000 series  

 Stefanos Tsitsipas has won his first ATP Masters 1000 series after a flawless performance against 
Andrey Rublev in Monte Carlo. The Greek star had lost his previous two finals at this level, with 
Rafael Nadal denying him in Toronto and Novak Djokovic beating him in Madrid. 

 Rublev beat 11-time Monte Carlo champion Nadal in the quarter-finals. Rublev knocked out 
Roberto Bautista Agut, Rafael Nadal and Dan Evans en route to the final but could not find a way 
past Tsitsipas. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
The new Book of JK Rowling “The Christmas Pig” released in October 

 JK Rowling has a new book coming this autumn, a festive children’s story with all new characters. 
The story is about a boy named Jack and his toy Dur Pig, who goes missing on Christmas Eve.  

 The book is set to be released worldwide on October 12. “The Christmas Pig” is Rowling’s first 
children’s novel since Harry Potter. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
LIC has appointed homegrown payments player Paytm to facilitate its digital payments 

 State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player 
Paytm to facilitate its digital payments. Following a tie-up with another payment gateway earlier, 
the country’s largest life insurer has sought a new deal as the majority of its payments have 
moved to digital modes. 

 LIC has witnessed an upsurge in e-payments following the C-19 pandemic. The PSU insurer 
collects premiums worth Rs 60,000 crore via digital mode, which doesn’t comprise payments 
made through banks. 
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 INTERNATIONAL 
Italy launched first ever mega food park in Gujarat 

 Italy has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana 
district of Gujarat. The project aims to create synergy between agriculture and industry of the 
two countries and focuses on the research and development of new and more efficient 
technologies in the sector. 

 With this Italy also aims to explore the great opportunities offered by the Indian market. This is 
the first Italian-Indian food park project, an initiative in the food-processing field, which serves as 
a pillar of the partnership between India and Italy. 

 

NATIONAL 
Gender Samvaad event launched by Ministry of Rural Development 

 The Ministry of Rural Development recently launched the Gender Samvaad Event. It is a joint 
initiative between DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE.  

 The main objective of the Gender Samvaad event was to create awareness of gender-related 
interventions under the DAY-NRLM. DAY-NRLM is Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural 
Livelihood Mission. IWWAGE is Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the 
Economy. 

 

SPORTS 
Max Verstappen Wins Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021 

 Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, 
Italy. This win is his first victory of the season. The race was the second round of the 2021 
Formula One World Championship. 

 The seven-time Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) finished 
second, following a crash and sustaining damage involving Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas. 
Lando Norris (McLaren – Great Britain) took third place. 
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OBITUARY 
Veteran Tamil actor and comedian Vivek passed away 

 Renowned Tamil actor and comedian Vivek has passed away. He was launched by legendary 
filmmaker K Balachander in the late 1980s. He went on to become one of the most sought after 
comedy actors of Tamil cinema in the 1990s and retained a stronghold in the industry. 

 The actor was awarded the Padma Shri in 2009 for his excellent work in Tamil cinema. He acted 
in over 200 movies. He was last seen in Dharala Prabhu, which was the Tamil remake of the Hindi 
film Vicky Donor. 

 
Marathi filmmaker Sumitra Bhave passed away 

 Acclaimed Marathi filmmaker, Sumitra Bhave has passed away. Sumitra Bhave was popular as a 
duo with filmmaker Sunil Sukthankar in Marathi cinema and Marathi theatre. She was known for 
her out-of-the-box content and also for the way she handled social issues in her films. 

 The duo of Sumitra and Sunil together directed several popular films like Doghi, Dahavi Fa, 
Vastupurush, Devrai, Badha, Ek Cup Chya, Samhita, Astu, Kaasav, among others. They have won 
National Film Awards in Best Non-Feature Film on Family Welfare, Best Educational / 
Motivational / Instructional Film, Best Film on Other Social Issues, Best Feature Film categories. 

 
Kannada writer Ganjam Venkatasubbiah passed away 

 Veteran Kannada writer Ganjam Venkatasubbiah, who also was a grammarian, editor, 
lexicographer and literary critic, has passed away. He was 107. He was commonly known as a 
walking encyclopedia of Kannada language and culture, in his literary circles. 

 Professor G Venkatasubbaiah had compiled 12 dictionaries and had authored around 60 books. 
He received the Padma Shri in 2017 for his proficiency in Kannada literature, poetry, essays and 
translations. Apart from this, we were also a recipient of the Kannada Sahitya Akademi Award 
and the Pampa Award among others. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Murali Natarajan re-appointed as DCB Bank MD and CEO 

 Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-
appointment of Murali M. Natrajan as the Managing Director & CEO, for a further period of one 
year from April 29, 2021.  

 He was appointed as MD and CEO of DCB Bank in May 2009. Prior to joining DCB, Natrajan has 
worked with foreign banks Standard Chartered & Citibank. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
UN Chinese Language Day observed on 20 April 

 UN Chinese Language Day is observed globally on April 20 every year. The day has been chosen 
to pay tribute to Cangjie, who is a mythical figure who is presumed to have invented Chinese 
characters about 5,000 years ago. 

 The 1st Chinese Language Day was celebrated in 2010 on the 12th of November, but since 2011 
the date has been on the 20th of April. The day celebrates multilingualism and cultural diversity 
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as well as promote equal use of all six of its official working languages throughout the 
organization. 

 

RANKING 
Henley Passport Index 2021 released India stands at number 84 

 Amid the rising COVID-19 cases and subsequent restrictions on travel overseas, when many 
countries are banning individuals from worst-hit nations, the Henley Passport Index on April 17 
released its list of the most powerful passports.  

 India stands at number 84 on the list, as the Indian citizens can visit Visa-Free or Visa-on-Arrival 
in over 58 places. Japan, Singapore and Germany, South Korea stand in Top 3 respectively. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI sets up committee to review working of Asset Reconstruction Companies 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a six-member panel to carry out a 
comprehensive review of the working of Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) in the financial 
sector ecosystem.  

 The panel will be headed by former Executive Director of RBI, Sudarshan Sen. 
 

Current Affairs PDF- APRIL 19, 2021 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Microsoft buys AI speech tech company Nuance for $19.7 billion 

 Microsoft has made its second-biggest acquisition after LinkedIn. The tech giant has bought AI 
speech tech firm Nuance for $19.7 billion. The move will help Microsoft’s prowess in voice 
recognition and will give it a boost in the health care market. Nuance is known for its Dragon 
software which helps to transcribe speech using deep learning. In 2016, Microsoft had purchased 
LinkedIn for $26 billion. 

 The acquisition will combine solutions and expertise to deliver new cloud and AI capabilities 
across healthcare and other industries, and represent the latest step in Microsoft’s industry-
specific cloud strategy. 

 Nuance provides the AI layer at the healthcare point of delivery and is a pioneer in the real-world 
application of enterprise AI. 

 Nuance’s products include multiple clinical speech recognition software as a service (SaaS) 
offerings built on Microsoft Azure. The firm’s solutions work with core healthcare systems, and 
are currently used in 77% of U.S. hospitals. 

 

NATIONAL 
DRDO to reopen its C-19 Hospital 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) will reopen its Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel Covid Hospital in Delhi Cantt today. The facility was shut in the first week of February after 
daily Covid-19 cases came down. The 1,000-bed DRDO medical facility got 250 additional ICU 
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beds last November to provide treatment to patients. 

 This took the total number of ICU beds at the hospital to 500. The hospital was built by DRDO in 
record time of 12 days with assistance from the armed forces, ministry of home affairs, ministry 
of health and family welfare and Tata Trust. The facility became operational in July last year.   

 
RT-PCR test mandatory for kumbh returnees: State Government  

 The Odisha government has made the RT-PCR test mandatory for people who had travelled to 
Haridwar for the Kumbh Mela earlier this month. It also said that all Kumbh Mela returnees will 
have to follow a 14-day quarantine period. 

 Special Relief Commissioner (SRC) PK Jena has shared the list of persons who had registered with 
the Uttarakhand government to participate in the event, with all district collectors and municipal 
commissioners and asked them to contact all these persons and find out their location and travel 
plans. 

 
First ever online exhibition on Ramayana 

 Tourism and Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel has inaugurated the first-ever online exhibition 
on Ramayana. The weblink for the online exhibition is www.nmvirtual.in/Virtual_Tour/Ramayan. 
Mr Patel addressed a webinar 'India's Heritage: Powering Tourism' on the occasion of World 
Heritage Day 2021 yesterday.  

 The online exhibition showcases forty nine miniature paintings collections of National Museum, 
New Delhi from different art schools of India. 

 
Railway to run "Oxygen Express" trains 

 The Railways will run ‘Oxygen Express’ trains over the next few days to transport liquid medical 
oxygen and oxygen cylinders across the country. 

 Amid spiralling coronavirus cases in the country, the demand for medical oxygen in the country 
has gone through the roof. 

 Empty tankers will begin their journey from Kalamboli and Boisar railway stations in and near 
Mumbai on Monday to load liquid medical oxygen from Vizag, Jamshedpur, Rourkela and 
Bokaro. 

 

SPORTS 
Asian Weightlifting Championships: India's Mirabai chanu creates world record 

 India's Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women's 49kg Clean and Jerk with an 
impressive 119 kg lift at Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent yesterday. The 26-year-
old lifted 86kg in snatch and a world record of 119kg in clean and jerk for a total of 205kg which 
also won her the bronze medal at the event. 

 The gold medal went to Hou Zhihui of China who created a new world record in snatch and total 
weight with an effort of 213kg while her compatriot Jiang Huihua clinched the silver, lifting 207kg  
in the gold level Olympic qualifier. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
NASA Awards $2.9 billion contract to SpaceX 

 The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has 
picked Elon Musk’s SpaceX for its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander 
and take the next two US astronauts to the moon. The total value of this contract is $2.89 billion. 

 SpaceX will develop a spacecraft ‘SpaceX Starship’ to land next to two US astronauts, including a 
women astronaut at the lunar south pole region, by 2024. 

 NASA also aims to bring the first person of colour to the moon’s surface as part of the Artemis 
programme. 

 Between 1969 and 1972, the US brought 12 astronauts to the moon. 
 

OBITUARY 
Former Indian Footballer Ahmed Hussain Passes Away 

 Former India’s International Football defender, Ahmed Hussain Lala has passed away due to C-
19. He represented India in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, where India finished fourth. Besides, 
he was also part of the Indian team that won the gold medal in the 1951 Asian Games. 

 Ahmed also took part in the 1958 Asian Games in Tokyo, Japan, in which India finished fourth. In 
Club Football, Ahmed played for Hyderabad City Police, Mohun Bagan and Mohammedan 
Sporting Club. In his career, he had won two Santosh Trophy, three Durand Cups and six Rovers 
Cups. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Liver Day observed every year on 19 April 

 World Liver day is observed on the 19 April every year to spread awareness about the second 
largest organ in the body. The liver is the second largest and the most complex organ in the 
body, with the exception of the brain.  

 Liver diseases can be caused by hepatitis A, B, C, alcohol and drugs. Viral Hepatitis occurs due to 
consumption of contaminated food and water, unsafe sexual practices and drug abuse. 

 
World Heritage Day observed every year on 18 April 

 World Heritage Day observed globally on 18 April every year. The day is observed to raise 
awareness about the cultural heritage that we see around us. It is also aimed at promoting 
historical monuments and sites through which we can actually preserve the cultural integrity of a 
community as well. 

 This year’s theme “Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures” reflects on the need to acknowledge global 
calls for greater inclusion and recognition of diversity. 

 The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1982 announced, 18 April as the 
World Heritage Day. This was approved by the General Assembly of UNESCO in 1983, with an 
aim of enhancing awareness about the importance of cultural heritage, monuments and 
conserving them. 

 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Rating Agencies downgrade India’s GDP forecasts for financial year 2022 

 With the resurgence of C-19 cases posing risks to economic recovery, the leading brokerages 
have downgraded India’s GDP growth projections for the current fiscal year 2021-22. Current 
fiscal year to as low as 10 per cent on local lockdowns threatening fragile recovery. 

 In the C-19 ravaged 2020-21 fiscal (April 2020 to March 2021), the economy is projected to have 
contracted by up to 8 per cent. The low base of FY’21 was seen aiding a double-digit growth rate 
in the current fiscal before moderating to 6.8 per cent in FY’23. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- APRIL 18, 2021 
 

NATIONAL 
Tap water connection by 2022 in Madhya Pradesh 

 Madhya Pradesh presented their Annual Action Plan (AAP)under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)today 
via video conferencing setting out the State’s action plan to provide tap water connections to 
rural households in 2021-22 as well as the saturation plan, so that every rural home of the State 
gets tap water supply in a time-bound manner. Madhya Pradesh is likely to get about Rs 3,000 
Crore Central fund in 2021-22. Considering this quantum jump of allocation of almost 2.5 times 
of previous year, the State has to make provision for matching State share and prepare a realistic 
expenditure plan for effective utilization funds. 

 A month-long planning exerciseis currently underway which involves two States/ UTs presenting 
their AAP dailyto a committee chaired by Secretary, Department of drinking Water & Sanitation, 
Ministry of Jal Shaktiand members from different Central Ministries/ Departments and NITI 
Aayog. The committee jointly reviews the proposed Annual Action Plan (AAP) before finalizing 
the same. Thereafter, fund is released in tranches throughout the year and regular field visits, 
review meetings are held to ensure implementation of the AAP to achieve the goal of Jal Jeevan 
Mission. 

 Madhya Pradesh has 1.23 Crore rural households, out of which 37.69 lakh (31%) have tap water 
supply in their homes. In 2020-21, Madhya Pradesh has provided 19.89 lakh tap water 
connections and has been one of the top performers in the country under Jal Jeevan Mission. In 
2021-22, the State has planned for saturation of 7 districts and 22 lakh new tap water 
connections. 

  
Manipur presented its annual Action Plan 

 State of Manipur presented its Annual Action Plan under Jal Jeevan Mission today via video 
conferencing before the committee of the Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation, Ministry 
of Jal Shakti, with members from different Central Ministries/ Departments and NITI Aayog.  

 Manipur has around 4.51 lakh rural households, out of which 2.27 lakh households have tap 
water supply, as on 31st March 2021. 1.96 lakh new tap water connections were provided in 
2020-21 despite Covid- 19 pandemic. The State has planned for 100% saturation by 2021-22 
under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) by providing tap water connections to remaining 2.25 lakh 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

households.  
 
8th Indo-Kyrgyz Special Forces Exercise ‘Khanjar’ Flags off 

 The 8th Indo-Kyrgyz Joint Special Forces Exercise “Khanjar” was inaugurated at the Special Forces 
Brigade of National Guards of the Kyrgyz Republic in Bishkek, the capital of the host Kyrgyzstan. 
Initiated first in 2011, the two-week-long special operations exercise focusses on high-altitude 
warfare, mountain warfare and counter-extremism exercises. 

 The Indian contingent for the exercise and felicitated their role as a bridge in promoting the 
shared mountain and nomadic heritage of both nations. A ceremonial parade graced the 
occasion along with a display of equipment’s and weapons and a visit to the training arena and 
barracks. 

 

SPORTS 
BCCI agrees to issue visas to Pakistan team 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has got the approval for visas for the Pakistan 
cricket team as well as the touring media for the upcoming T20 World Cup that is scheduled to 
begin in India in October this year. It was announced at BCCI's Apex Council meeting yesterday. 

 The BCCI has informed the apex council that the Indian government has agreed to issue visas to 
the Pakistan cricketers and the touring media for the T20 World Cup. 

 While the details are still being worked out, the apex council members were informed that the 
Board has received a nod from the government over the visas, even though a call on the fans will 
be taken by the ministry in due course. However, this wouldn't yet break the deadlock between 
the Indian and Pakistan cricket boards. 

 The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Ehsan Mani had earlier said that they are looking for 
visas for not just the players and the media but also for their fans. A failure on that count from 
the Indian board will push them into asking the International Cricket Council (ICC) to host the 
tournament in UAE.  

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
NASA to launch SpaceX Crew 2 on April 22 

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is set to launch four astronauts to the 
International Space Station on World Earth Day (April 22). NASA is to launch the mission along 
with SpaceX. It is the second crewed operational flight of Crew Dragon Spacecraft. 

 The mission will transport four scientists to the International Space Station. The astronauts to 
travel to the International Space Station are from NASA, JAXA and ESA. JAXA is the Japanese 
Space Agency and ESA is European Space Agency. 

 Crew Dragon was the first space vehicle to launch humans from American soil in nine years. It 
was first launched in May 2020. 

 It was funded through NASA’s Commercial Crew Programme. It evolved from an earlier design 
called Dragon 1. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Lifetime Achievement Award received by Director Roberto Benigni 

 Director Roberto Benigni will be receiving the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the 78th 
Venice International Film Festival, which runs from September 1 to 11. The organisers confirmed 
the news about the two-time Oscar-winning actor-director. 

 The filmmaker had starred in and directed the holocaust comedy-drama film Life Is Beautiful 
(1997), for which he received the Academy Awards for Best Actor (the first for a non-English 
speaking male performance) and Best International Feature Film. He was last seen in Matteo 
Garrone’s live-action Pinocchio, for which he won a David di Donatello Award. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Modi Ji released 4 books related to Babasaheb Ambedkar 

 PM Narendra Modi has paid tribute to India’s first law minister and the architect of the Indian 
Constitution Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar on his birth anniversary and released four books 
based on his life. PM Modi has addressed the 95th Annual Meet and National Seminar of Vice-
Chancellors of the Association of Indian Universities via video conferencing and launched four 
books related to Dr BR Ambedkar, written by Kishor Makwana. 

 
Suresh Raina’s memoir ‘Believe’ to release in May 2021 

 A book titled ‘Believe – What Life and Cricket Taught Me’, the much-awaited Suresh Raina 
autobiography is set to hit the bookstands in May 2021. The book is Co-authored by Raina and 
sports author Bharat Sundaresan, the biography will be published by the prestigious publishing 
house, Penguin India. 

 The book expected to follow Raina’s lightning-fast rise in the Indian cricket team and the 
hardships that he encountered on the way to becoming a record-breaking batsman. The book 
should also help unwind the story of Raina’s early days as a budding cricketer in UP. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBL Bank and Mastercard have announced their partnership  

 RBL Bank and Mastercard have announced their partnership to launch a mobile-based 
consumer-friendly payment solution ‘Pay by Bank App’, a first-of-its-kind payment functionality 
in India. RBL Bank account holders can now enjoy contactless transactions across the world 
through their mobile banking application both in-store and online. This functionality will be 
available at all Mastercard accepting merchants, worldwide that accept contactless and online 
payments. 

 To provide enhanced security, ‘Pay by Bank App’ ensures that Bank customer’s payment 
credentials are never exposed to the merchant, making the transaction completely secure. 

 Customers will continue to receive the Mastercard consumer protection benefits that they 
currently enjoy on their debit cards. 
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