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INTERNATIONAL 
Putin announces Russian annexation of four Ukrainian regions 

 Vladimir Putin has declared the Annexaton of 4 Ukrainian regions by Russia. The West has 
denounced the annexation of occupied Ukrainian territory by Russia as an illegitimate land grab 
after Russian President Vladimir Putin signed treaties.  

 The president of Ukraine, Zelenskyy responded by unexpectedly submitting an application to join 
the NATO armed alliance. Vladimir Putin ‘s action and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy ‘s 
signature of what he called a expedited NATO membership application sent the two leaders 
hurtling toward each other, raising the possibility of a full-scale battle between Russia and the 
West. 
About Russia: 
President: Vladimir Putin   
Capital: Moscow 
Currency: Russian ruble 
Prime minister: Mikhail Mishustin 
About North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) :  
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 
Founded: 4 April 1949, Washington, D.C., United States 
Founders: United States, United Kingdom, France, Italy, Norway….. 

 
2nd round of Foreign office consultations between India & Nigeria held 

 The second round of Foreign Office Consultations between India and Nigeria was held in New 
Delhi on Thursday. Both sides reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral relations covering political, 
economic and commercial investment, defence and security, development partnership, capacity 
building, cultural and consular matters. They also discussed ways to further strengthen the close 
bilateral ties between India and Nigeria. The two sides also exchanged views on regional and 
global issues of mutual interest and agreed to enhance their cooperation in the multilateral fora. 

 Relations between India and Nigeria have traditionally been warm and are based on shared 
historical ties, values of democracy and vision. There have been regular visits taking place from 
both sides. Defence cooperation between the two countries has been nurtured over the years. 
India had helped Nigeria in setting up their Defence Academy. As part of capacity building under 
ITEC, India offers over 250 slots annually which are being utilised optimally. Under this 
framework, several Nigerian senior military officers were trained in India, including two former 
Presidents and the present incumbent President Mohammadu Buhari. 
About Nigeria: 
President: Muhammadu Buhari   
Capital: Abuja 
Currency: Nigerian naira 
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Euro zone inflation hits record high 10%, raising pressure on ECB 

 Inflation in the 19-member eurozone reached 10% in September, the highest it has ever been in 
the history of the common European currency, according to the latest flash estimate from 
Eurostat, the EU statistics agency. This is up from the 9.1% seen in August. Just one year ago, 
inflation was 3.2%. 

 The high inflation figure comes as the region experiences soaring electricity and natural gas 
prices, and also comes amid forecasts of a looming recession.  The price of energy has risen 
40.8% when compared to last year’s prices, while the cost of food, alcohol and tobacco rose 
11.8% in September, up from the 10.6% recorded in August. The inflation figure in Estonia for 
September was pegged at a whopping 24.2%, a little lower than the 25.2% seen in August, but 
also the highest in the eurozone. 

 Lithuania, Latvia and Netherlands follow closely with their rates of inflation sitting at 22.5%, 
22.4% and 17.1%, respectively. According to Eurostat, German inflation is sitting at 10.9%. Berlin 
presented a new €200 billion ($196 billion) relief plan in a bid to counter soaring energy prices. 

 Inflation was being spurred on by rising energy prices which have soared since the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.   

 
NATIONAL 

Gurugram To Get "World's Largest Safari", Park To Cover Over 10,000 Acres 

 World’s largest jungle safari park to be developed in Haryana. The World’s largest jungle safari 
park is spread across an area of 10000 acres in the Aravalli Mountain Range of Gurugram and 
Nuh District. This project will be the largest such project in the world. The proposed area to build 
the World’s largest jungle safari park is Aravalli hills. 

 The park will also include a large herbarium, an aviary, four zones for big cars, a large area for 
herbivores, an area for exotic animal/birds, an underwater world, natural trails, visitors, tourism 
zones, botanical garden, biomes, equatorial, tropical, coastal, desert, etc. 

 For the making of the World’s largest jungle safari park an Aravalli Foundation will be set up 
which will manage the project. The design and operation will be managed by an international 
EOI, and two more companies with international experience. 
About Haryana: 
Capital: Chandigarh 
Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar 

 
SPORTS 

36th National games Mirabai Chanu wins gold in weightlifting 

 Manipur's Saikhom Mirabai Chanu won the gold medal at the 36th National Games, Gujarat on 
Friday in the Weightlifting event. Her compatriot from the state of Manipur Kh. Sanjita Chanu 
won the silver whereas Odisha's Sneha Soren settled with a bronze. 

 Chanu successfully lifted 191 kg in her 49kg event category with a 81kg lift on first attempt. She 
continued her brilliant run of form in the event. The star weightlifter who came as an assured 
medal winner at the National Games, won the first gold medal for India at the Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games, held in July-August in Birmingham this year.  
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 She had previously won a silver medal at the Tokyo Olympics held last year after the 
postponement of the Games in 2020 due to COVID-19 outbreak. 
About Manipur: 
Capital: Imphal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: N. Biren Singh 
Governor: La. Ganesan 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Vegetarian Day 2022: 01st October 

 World Vegetarian Day is celebrated on the first day of October. It also kickstarts Vegetarian 
Awareness Month. This global day of advocacy and awareness celebrates the benefits of 
vegetarianism and encourages people to reduce their consumption of animal products. The day 
is commemorated to create awareness about the benefits of vegetarianism like reducing the 
risks of heart diseases and other health complications. 

 The primary aim of the day is to create awareness about the multiple advantages of 
vegetarianism and support networks for vegetarians across the world. Animal slaughter on large 
scale requires a lot of water and other limited resources. The process emits methane and other 
greenhouse gases which are a big burden on the degrading environmental situation. 

 World Vegetarian Day was established in the year 1977 by the North American Vegetarian 
Society (NAVS) to highlight the surfeit of benefits of vegetarianism, including saving the lives of 
animals. Following this, in the year 1978, it was endorsed by the International Vegetarian Union. 
Since then, every year on October 1, people celebrate the day all across the world. 
About International Vegetarian Union: 
Founded: 1908, Dresden, Germany 
Chair : Marly Winckler 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

India participates at 3rd G20 Sherpa meeting in Indonesia 

 India’s G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant led an official delegation to the third G20 Sherpa meeting held 
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from 26th to 29th of September. During the deliberations, Mr Kant 
reaffirmed India’s commitment and active support to Indonesian Presidency’s efforts to finalize 
meaningful outcomes for the forthcoming G20 Bali Summit in November. He also emphasized 
the need for G20 to bring enhanced global focus on and strengthen international cooperation 
and efforts in key priority areas such as sustainable growth, accelerated progress on SDGs, and 
addressing climate change. 

 On the sidelines of the G20 Sherpa meeting, Mr. Amitabh Kant also held bilateral interactions 
with his visiting Sherpa counterparts from Brazil, France, Germany, Japan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
South Korea, Spain, UK and US.  
About Indonesia: 
Currency: Indonesian rupiah   
Capital: Jakarta 
President: Joko Widodo 
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Minister of State for Culture Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal to attend UNESCO-MONDIACULT 2022 World 
Conference in Mexico  

 The Indian delegation headed by the Minister of State for Culture Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal  
represented at UNESCO-MONDIACULT 2022 World Conference held at Mexico City during 28th-
30th September, 2022. The Minister addressed the conference on burning issues and concerns of 
the Cultural sector policies. In the conference, Culture Ministers of more than 100 countries 
participated on this multilateral forum to decide on the global cultural discourse. 

 The UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development- MONDIACULT 
2022 is convened by UNESCO forty years after the first Mondiacult World Conference on Cultural 
Policies, held in Mexico City (Mexico) in 1982, and 24 years after the UNESCO World Conference 
on Cultural Policies for Development held in Stockholm (Sweden) in 1998. This is the third such 
conference. 
About UNESCO: 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
Founded: 16 November 1945, London, United Kingdom 
Parent organization: United Nations  

  
RANKING 

Zerodha’s Nikhil Kamath tops 'Hurun India 40 & under self-made rich list 2022' 

 Nikhil Kamath, the cofounder of Zerodha, topped the ‘IIFL Wealth Hurun India 40 & Under Self-
Made Rich List 2022’ with a net worth of Rs 17,500 crore. Bhavish Aggarwal, the founder of Ola, 
came in second place (Rs 11,700 crore), and Divyank Turakhia of Media.net in third place (Rs 
11,200 crore). 

 According to Hurun, this year the number of under-40 billionaires surged to 1,103, an increase of 
96. The cumulative wealth of the entrants in 40 & Under Self-made List has increased by 11% in 
comparison to last year, currently standing at Rs 1,83,700 crore highlighting the increasing rate 
of entrepreneurship that exists in the ecosystem. 

 A majority of young billionaires on the list live in India while some live abroad. The report said 47 
of the 53 entrepreneurs reside in India. India’s Silicon Valley Bengaluru has the highest number 
of billion residents. 

 The IIFL Wealth Hurun India Rich List 2022 has been researched and compiled by the Hurun 
Research Institute for the tenth year running. The cut-off used was 31st August 2022 when the 
rate of exchange to the US dollar was INR 79.50.  

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

In-use bank cards drop 2.3 million in August over new RBI norms 

 The outstanding credit card base dropped to 77.99 million in August from over 80 million in July, 
mainly on account of the new norms of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) that warrant the 
deactivation of cards that are inactive for a year. While there was a 2.8 per cent decline in net 
card additions on a month-on-month (MoM) basis in August, a first in many months, credit card 
spends slipped 3 per cent on a high base. Still, spends topped the Rs 1-trillion mark for the sixth 
consecutive month. 

 The banking system had been adding about 1-1.5 million cards a month for some time now. But 
in August, “credit cards outstanding for the industry declined by 2.3 million, largely as a result of 
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sharp declines seen for HDFC Bank and Axis Bank. This is largely on account of the 
implementation of the new RBI norms requiring credit card companies to deactivate cards that 
are inactive for 365 days. This should impact other players, as well with a lag”, stated Suresh 
Ganapathy and Param Subramanian in a report for Macquarie Research. 

 SBI Card, on the other hand, added the most cards in the month under review (296,259), 
followed by ICICI Bank (211,520).  
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das   
Ownership: Ministry of Finance, Government of India 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
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INTERNATIONAL 
US Economy Drops at 0.6% Annual Rate from April through June  

 Battered by surging consumer prices and rising interest rates, the US economy shrank at a 0.6% 
annual rate from April through June, the government announced, unchanged from its previous 
second-quarter estimate. It marked the second consecutive quarter of economic contraction, 
one informal rule of thumb for a recession. 

 Most economists, citing a strong and resilient American job market, believe the world’s biggest 
economy is not yet in a downturn. But they worry that it might be headed for one as the Federal 
Reserve ratchets up interest rates to combat inflation. Consumer spending grew at a 2% annual 
rate, but that gain was offset by a drop in business inventories and housing investment. 

 The US economy has been sending out mixed signals this year.A recession is a significant, 
widespread, and prolonged downturn in economic activity. A popular rule of thumb is that two 
consecutive quarters of decline in gross domestic product (GDP) constitute a recession. 
About United States (US): 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 
Gross domestic product: 20.94 lakh crores USD (2020) World Bank 

 
NATIONAL 

Adani Green commissions world's largest wind-solar plant 

 Renewable energy major, Adani Green Energy Limited (AGEL) commissioned the world’s largest 
wind-solar hybrid power plant with a 600 MW capacity in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

 The hybrid plant comprises a 600 MW solar and 150 MW wind plant. The plant has a 25-year 
power purchase agreement (PPA) with the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) at Rs 2.69/ 
unit. 

 This 600 MW Hybrid plant is housed in two AGEL subsidiaries namely Adani Hybrid Energy 
Jaisalmer Two Ltd (AHEJ2L) and Adani Hybrid Energy Jaisalmer Three Ltd (AHEJ3L). 

 The co-located hybrid power plant will not only reduce intermittency of RE power but shall also 
help the Nation in optimal utilisation of the transmission network. Earlier this year in May, AGEL 
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had operationalised India’s first hybrid power plant with a capacity of 390 MW at Jaisalmer in 
Rajasthan. 

 “With the successful commissioning of this 600 MW plant, AGEL now has a total operational 
generation capacity of 6.7 GW, including operational hybrid power generation capacity of 1 GW, 
the largest in the world,” the company said in its stock exchange filing on Thursday. This puts 
AGEL’s total renewable portfolio at 20.4 GW. 
About Adani Group: 
Founded: 1988 
Headquarters: Ahmedabad 
Founder: Gautam Adani 
About Rajasthan: 
Governor: Kalraj Mishra 
Capital: Jaipur (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Ashok Gehlot 

 
Sweden's Saab To Set Up Facility In India To Make M4 Rocket Launcher For Indian Army And Export  

 Swedish defence firm Saab announced its plan to set up a manufacturing facility in India for the 
Carl-Gustaf M4 shoulder-fired weapon system under the NDA government’s ‘Make in India’ 
initiative to bolster indigenous defence manufacturing, a company official said. Production at the 
new facility is expected to begin in 2024, even though the firm is yet to reveal the location. 

 A new company, Saab FFV India, will make the latest rocket launchers in India for the Indian 
armed forces, along with components for users of the weapon system around the world, the 
company said. The facility will be the firm’s first manufacturing facility for the Carl-Gustaf M4 
weapon system outside Sweden. Saab is currently in talks with the army to take the proposal 
forward. The Carl-Gustaf weapon system has been in service with the Indian Army since 1976, 
and its earlier M2 and M3 variants have been licence-produced in India.  

 The company is looking at the 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) route to set up the new 
venture, but will pursue the 74% FDI option with an Indian partner if the former doesn’t work 
out. 
About Sweden:  
Capital: Stockholm 
Currency: Swedish krona 
Prime Minister: Magdalena Andersson  
About Indian Army: 
Founded: 1 April 1895, India 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Notable commanders: Field Marshal K. M. Cariappa, OBE; Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, MC; 
General K. S. Thimayya, DSO 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Translation Day 2022: Theme, Significance and History 

 International Translation Day is being celebrated every year on 30 September to raise awareness 
about translation and languages which play an important role for society’s development. The day 
is meant as an opportunity to pay tribute to the work of language professionals, which plays an 
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important role in bringing nations together, facilitating dialogue, understanding and cooperation, 
contributing to the development and strengthening world peace and security. 

 The United Nations in a statement mentioned, “International Translation Day is meant as an 
opportunity to pay tribute to the work of language professionals, which plays an important role 
in bringing nations together, facilitating dialogue, understanding and cooperation, contributing 
to the development and strengthening world peace and security.” 

 The theme for this year’s International Translation Day is ‘A world without barriers’. 
About United Nations (UN): 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres  

 
World Maritime Day 2022: last Thursday of September  

 The International Maritime Organization observed World Maritime Day on the last Thursday of 
September. This year, it will be observed on September 29. The day focuses on drawing public 
attention to maritime safety and the marine environment. The World Maritime Day 2022 Parallel 
Event will be organized in Durban, South Africa from 12th to 14th October 2022. 

 The theme for World Maritime Day 2022 is ‘New technologies for greener shipping’ – which 
reflects the need to support a “green transition of the maritime sector into a sustainable future 
while leaving no one behind.” The theme for this year reflects the need to support a green 
transition of the maritime sector into a sustainable future while leaving no one behind. It 
provides an opportunity to focus on the importance of a sustainable maritime sector and the 
need to build back better and greener in a post-pandemic world. 
About International Maritime Organization: 
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 
Founded: 17 March 1958 
Founder: United Nations 
Secretary-General: Kitack Lim 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Kumar Sanu, Shailendra Singh, Anand-Milind to get Lata Mangeshkar Award 

 Noted playback singers Kumar Sanu and Shailendra Singh and music-composer duo Anand-Milind 
were conferred with the National Lata Mangeshkar Award for different years. They will be 
presented the prestigious award (on September 28), the birth anniversary of the late legendary 
singer, at her birthplace Indore. State Culture Minister Usha Thakur conferred Shailendra Singh, 
Anand-Milind, and Kumar Sanu with the award for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021 respectively. 

 Singh, who carved a special place in the hearts of music lovers with his distinctive voice in the 
1970-1980 decades, will be awarded the Lata Mangeshkar Award for 2019, while Anand-Milind, 
who composed music for over 200 films, will be honoured with the award Honors for 2020. The 
award for 2021 will be given to Sanu, who gave his velvety voice to several popular songs in the 
1990s. 

 Officials informed the award is given for promoting excellence in the area of light music annually 
by the Madhya Pradesh government’s culture department. It carries a cash prize of Rs two lakh 
and a citation. Earlier recipients included Naushad, Kishore Kumar and Asha Bhosle. 
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About Madhya Pradesh: 
Capital: Bhopal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel 

 
RANKING 

India climbs six notches to 40th position in Global Innovation Index 2022  

 India has climbed to the 40th rank in the Global Innovation Index of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization. This is a huge leap of 41 places in 7 years. India has leapfrogged to 40th 
position on the Global Innovation Index (GII) 2022 from the 81st spot in 2015. India’s innovation 
performance is above average for the upper-middle-income group in almost every innovation 
pillar, with the exception of infrastructure, where it scores below average. Within Central and 
Southern Asia, India continues to lead in the 40th position, moving further up the rankings, from 
its 46th position in 2021. 

 “India continues to lead the world in ICT (information and communication) services exports and 
holds top rankings in other indicators, including venture capital receipt value, finance for start-
ups and scale-ups, graduates in science and engineering, labour productivity growth and 
domestic industry diversification. 
About World Intellectual Property Organization: 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 14 July 1967 
Head: Daren Tang; Director General 
Parent organization: United Nations 

 
Akash Ambani only Indian in Time magazine's 100 emerging leaders' list 

 Akash Ambani, son of Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani and head of India’s largest 
telecom firm Jio, has been named in the Time100 Next — the magazine’s list of world’s rising 
stars. He is the only Indian on the list. 

 “The scion of Indian industrialist royalty, Akash Ambani was always expected to rise in business. 
But he has been putting in hard work,” Time said about him. 

 Born on 23 October, 1991, Akash Ambani is the eldest son of Mukesh Ambani and Nita Ambani. 
He did his schooling at the Dhirubhai Ambani International School and then graduated from 
Brown University with a major in economics.   

 Akash Ambani, 30, was promoted in June to the chairman of Jio, India’s largest telecom 
company, with over 426 million subscribers, after being handed a board seat at just 22. “He’s 
since played a key role landing multibillion-dollar investments from Google and Facebook,” TIME 
said. The list highlights 100 emerging leaders who are shaping the future of business, 
entertainment, sports, politics, health, science and activism, Time said.  
About Time magazine: 
First issue date: 3 March 1923 
Circulation: 3,400,000 (2007) 
Based in: New York City 
Publisher: Time Inc., WarnerMedia, Meredith Corporation 
About Reliance Industries: 
Founded: 8 May 1973, Maharashtra 
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Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founder: Dhirubhai Ambani 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI keeps inflation projection for FY23 unchanged at 6.7% on upside risks to food prices  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has projected 7% real GDP growth for the Financial year 2023 
(FY23). Inflation in India is predicted to remain 6.7%. As a result, RBI raised its policy rate by 50 
basis points (bps) in response to growing concerns about increasing inflation, global headwinds, 
and a drop in the value of the rupee to historic lows. 

 The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) opted to lower its real GDP prediction for FY23 to 7.0% at 
its meeting in September; growth is projected for Q2FY23 to be 6.3%, Q3 to be 4.6%, and Q4 to 
be 4.6%, with risks largely balanced. 7.2% growth has been corrected for Q1FY24. 

 The government has given the central bank the responsibility of ensuring that the consumer 
price index (CPI) stays at 4% with a margin of 2% on either side, but since January, retail inflation 
has stubbornly remained over the RBI’s comfort level. 

 The MPC’s decision to raise the policy rate is an effort to reduce the high inflationary pressures 
that the public is experiencing as a result of rising food (especially cereal) prices due to supply 
disruptions brought on by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which has caused a trade imbalance. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das   
Ownership: Ministry of Finance, Government of India 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
About Monetary Policy Committee: 
Founded: 27 June 2016 
Committee executive: Shaktikanta Das, IAS, Governor of the Reserve Bank of India and ex-officio 
chairperson 

 
RBI hikes repo rate by 50 bps to 5.9%; pegs GDP growth at 7% for FY23  

 The decision of RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das headed the six-member Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) has been announced. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has hiked the repo rate 
by 50 basis points to 5.90%, the fourth straight increase in the current cycle, to tame the 
sustained above-target retail inflation rate. RBI had slashed the repo rate in March 2020 with an 
aim to cushion the impact of covid-induced lockdown and maintained the status quo in the 
benchmark interest rate for almost two years before increasing it on May 4, 2022. 

 Reserve Bank of India leaves inflation projection for FY23 unchanged at 6.7% on upside risks to 
food prices. 

 The RBI has lowered the real gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for FY23 to 7% from 
7.2%. Q2FY23 growth is seen at 6.3%, Q3 at 4.6% and Q4 at 4.6% with risks broadly balanced. 
Growth for Q1FY24 has been revised to 7.2%. 

The various rates are as under- 
1. Policy Repo Rate: 5.90% 
2. Standing Deposit Facility (SDF): 5.65% 
3. Marginal Standing Facility Rate: 6.15% 
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4. Bank Rate: 6.15% 
5. Fixed Reverse Repo Rate: 3.35% 
6. CRR: 4.50% 
7. SLR: 18.00% 

 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das   
Ownership: Ministry of Finance, Government of India 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
About Monetary Policy Committee: 
Founded: 27 June 2016 
Committee executive: Shaktikanta Das, IAS, Governor of the Reserve Bank of India and ex-
officio chairperson 
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NATIONAL 
Centre bans PFI, affiliates for 5 years, says major threat to internal security 

 The Popular Front of India (PFI) and its affiliates were banned by the Centre for a period of five 
years, days after law enforcement agents tried in a campaign to suppress the activities of the 
group. The Ministry of Home Affairs used the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act to enact the 
ban, claiming that the Popular Front of India (PFI) and its affiliates pose a “major threat to 
internal security of the country” and are connected to terrorist organisations like the ISIS. 

 Centre also mentioned, they also promote “anti-national sentiments… radicalise a particular 
section of society with the intention of creating disaffection.” 

 After the ban, the Popular Front of India (PFI) made an announcement that it was breaking apart. 

 According to the law, if the Central Government is satisfied following an investigation that “any 
person has custody of any moneys, securities, or credits which are being used or are intended to 
be used for the purpose of the unlawful association, the Central Government may, by order in 
writing, prohibit such person from paying, delivering, transferring, or otherwise dealing in any 
manner.” 

 The Popular Front of India (PFI), is an Indian Muslim political organisation.It is an extreme and 
exclusivist brand of Muslim minority politics is practised. 

 Popular Front of India (PFI) was established in 2006 as a result of the union of the National 
Development Front (NDF) and the Karnataka Forum for Dignity (KFD). 

 It promotes accommodations for Muslims. The group staged demonstrations in 2012 in 
opposition to the purported detention of innocent people under the UAPA statute. 
About Popular Front of India (PFI): 
Founded: 22 November 2006 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Chairman: OMA Abdul Salam 
General Secretary: Anis Ahmed 
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SPORTS 
Laver Cup 2022: Team World stuns Team Europe, wins title 

 Team World defeated Team Europe to win the Laver Cup 2022 for the first time. Team World 
defeats Team Europe 13-8 to win the Laver Cup indoor tennis tournament. Frances Tiafoe and 
Felix Auger of Team World defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas & Novak Djokovic of Team Europe to win 
the competition. Laver Cup is an international indoor hard court tournament between Team 
Europe & Team World. Players from all continents, besides Europe, represent Team World. 

 The 2022 Laver Cup was the fifth edition of the Laver Cup, a men’s tennis tournament between 
teams from Europe and the rest of the world. It was held on an indoor hard court at The O2 
Arena in London, England. This tournament marked the retirement of 20-time singles major 
champion and former singles world No. 1, Roger Federer. The former champion alongside 
longtime rival Rafael Nadal was narrowly defeated in the third-set super tiebreak against Jack 
Sock and Frances Tiafoe. 
About Laver Cup: 
Founded: 2017 
Headquarters location: Boston, Massachusetts, United States 
Location: European city, World city rotation 
Draw: 2 teams (Team Europe vs Team World) 
Editions: 5 (2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022) 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Former SBI Card MD and CEO Vijay Jasuja joins Stashfin as independent director 

 Leading Fintech platform Stashfin has appointed BFSI (Banking, Financial Services and Insurance) 
expert and former MD and CEO of SBI Cards, Vijay Jasuja as Non-Executive Independent Director. 
He also served as a Director at PNB Cards. Jasuja, an industry veteran, has more than 40 years of 
BFSI experience in leadership positions across Indian and overseas markets, has been the MD 
and CEO of SBI Cards, and director, of PNB Cards. He has held multiple leadership positions at SBI 
including General Manager, Hyderabad; General Manager (IBG), Mumbai; Country Head and 
CEO, Maldives and Regional Head, Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Stashfin is a leading fintech platform with a mission to deliver seamless and transparent financial 
services to consumers across a wide spectrum. Our aim is to empower the customers by 
improving their financial health, which will lead to inclusivity, growth and economic 
independence. Stashfin is one of the most innovative organizations in the fintech industry. 
About State Bank of India (SBI): 
Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1 July 1955 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Heart Day 2022: 29th September 

 Every year on the 29th of September, people all around the world observe World Heart Day. The 
day is observed to raise awareness about the rising concerns of heart health, cardiovascular 
illnesses, the impact of overexercising on the heart and how heart care is of utmost importance. 

 The theme for World Heart Day 2022 is ‘USE HEART FOR EVERY HEART’. With increasing global 
awareness about cardiovascular diseases and learning to manage the disease. In the theme ‘USE 
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HEART FOR EVERY HEART’, “Use Heart” means to think differently, make the right decisions, act 
with courage and help others. Similarly, “For Every Heart” involves the use of “FOR” and shifts 
the focus from the actions themselves to the heir of such actions, allowing for wider application 
of the campaign while also making it more personal. 
About World Heart Federation: 
Founded: 2000 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
President: Fausto Pinto 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

MoHUA initiates Swachh Toycathon to boost toy production from dry waste  

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched Swachh Toycathon under the 
Swachh Amrit Mahotsav. The competition aims to explore solutions for use of waste in the 
creation or manufacturing of toys. Secretary, MoHUA, Manoj Joshi, launched the event on 
MyGov portal and released the toolkit. 

 Addressing the occasion, Joshi said creative minds should come up with innovative solutions that 
meet the growing demand for toys on one hand and address the impacts of solid-waste on the 
other. Toys must remain a source of wonder and joy for children launching them on journeys of 
imagination. Household waste items can be turned into toys that teach children about basic 
principles of science, said Manish Jain, principal coordinator of Center for Creative Learning, in IIT 
Gandhinagar. 

 The Center for Creative Learning, IIT Gandhinagar, is MoHUA’s knowledge partner for the 
initiative.  

 National Action Plan for Toys (NAPT) 2020 was introduced to promote the Indian toy industry 
including traditional handicrafts and handmade toys with the objective of establishing India as a 
global Toy hub. Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) along with 14 
ministries of Central Government is currently implementing various aspects of the NAPT. 

 Besides being the second largest populated country in the world, India also has a growing young 
population with half of the total population under 25 years of age.   
About Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT): 
Founded: 1995 
Parent organization: Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
About Gujarat:  
Capital: Gandhinagar 
Governor: Acharya Devvrat 
Chief Minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

BSE gets Sebi's nod to launch EGR on its platform 

 Stock exchange BSE has received final approval from the capital markets regulator Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for introducing the Electronic Gold Receipt (EGR) segment on its 
platform. The exchange had received in-principle approval from Sebi in February after which the 
exchange conducted several mock trading in the test environment for exchange members to 
facilitate trading in EGRs. 
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 Sebi board had earlier cleared a proposal for gold exchange, wherein the yellow metal will be 
traded in the form of EGRs and will help in having a transparent domestic spot price discovery 
mechanism. 

 According to BSE, EGRs will cater to all market participants, which means that buyers and sellers 
on the exchange shall include individual investors, as well as commercial participants along the 
value chain like importers, banks, refiners, bullion traders, jewellery manufacturers, and 
retailers. 

 Sameer Patil, chief business officer, BSE, said, “We are extremely thankful to Sebi for giving us 
the final approval and confidence that we will be able to launch the trading in EGR soon, as gold 
holds special significance for Indian households. 

 India is the second-largest consumer of gold globally with annual gold demand of approximately 
800-900 tonnes and holds an important position in the global markets.  
About Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE): 
Location: Mumbai, India 
Founded: 9 July 1875; 147 years ago 
Traded as: NSE: BSE 
About Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): 
Founded: 12 April 1992 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Agency executive: Madhabi Puri Buch (Chairperson) 

 
Union Bank opens ethical hacking lab in Hyderabad  

 The Union Bank of India inaugurated the Ethical Hacking Lab at the Cyber Security Centre of 
Excellence (CCoE) in Hyderabad. The lab with a cyber defence mechanism will protect the bank’s 
information system, digital assets, and channels, against potential cyber threats. The lab was 
inaugurated by the bank’s managing director and CEO, A. Manimekhalai. Union Bank is adopting 
Digital Products in a big way. Various new initiatives are taken by the Bank to increase Digital 
Footprints. The IT assets are increasingly exposed to the Internet. 

 Union Bank’s Cyber Security Centre of Excellence (CCoE) in Hyderabad is in the process of 
establishing multiple cyber security centres to strengthen the Bank’s security posture and 
collaborate with cyber defence industries, Government bodies, etc., for implementing new 
technologies. In this backdrop, our Bank has established the Ethical Hacking Lab to strengthen 
the cyber ecosystem. This is an important milestone as we take our cyber security journey ahead 
to secure digital banking experience.” 
About Union Bank of India (UBI):  
Founded: 11 November 1919 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
CEO: A. Manimekhalai 
About Telangana: 
Founded: 2 June 2014 
Capital: Hyderabad 
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 
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Govt extends foreign trade policy by 6 months   

 The Commerce Ministry announced the extension of the existing foreign trade policy by six 
months. The reason behind the development is currency volatility and global uncertainty. The 
ministry said, the geo-political situation is not suitable for long-term foreign trade policy.  

 The Commerce Ministry said, “existing Foreign Trade Policy extended by six months due to 
currency volatility & global uncertainty. Geo-Political situation is not suitable for long-term 
Foreign Trade Policy.” Earlier, the government had extended the due date for the Foreign Trade 
Policy 2015-20 to September 30, 2022. 

 Foreign Trade Policy provides a framework for increasing exports of goods and services as well as 
generation of employment and increasing value addition in the country. It focuses to support 
both the manufacturing and services sectors, with a special emphasis on improving the ease of 
doing business. Between April to August 2022, India’s merchandise exports stood at $192.59 
billion up by 17.12% from $164.44 billion in the same period a year ago. Imports continue to rise 
more than exports. In the first five months of FY23, merchandise imports grew by 45.64% to 
$317.81 billion from $218.22 billion in the corresponding period last year. The trade deficit 
widened by more than 2-folds to $125.22 billion (April – August 2022) compared to $53.78 billion 
in the same period last year. 

 
World Bank and SIDBI to launch fund against loan default to lenders financing purchase of electric 2-3 
wheelers  

 A $1 billion fund may soon be launched by the government in collaboration with the World Bank, 
and the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI). The fund will be used to provide 
guarantees against defaults on loans taken to buy electric two or three-wheelers. The NITI Aayog 
will be the facilitating agency of the project. It will aim to facilitate faster and easier financing of 
EVs. 

 Initially a $300 million fund will be put in place as a “first loss risk sharing instrument.” The funds 
will be available to all financial institutions. “The instrument would act as a hedging mechanism, 
for banks to access in case of defaults of loans on purchase of electric vehicles. This is expected 
to bring down the cost of financing EVs by 10-12 per cent”. 

 Currently, loans for electric two-wheelers and three-wheelers attract 20-25 per cent interest per 
annum. Earlier, the State Bank of India (SBI) was considered to be the programme lead. 
However, it withdrew from the deal after due diligence. 
About World Bank: 
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
President: David Malpass 
Founded: July 1944, Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, United States 
Motto: Working for a World Free of Poverty 
Founders: John Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter White 
About Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI): 
Founded: 2 April 1990 
Headquarters: Lucknow 
Agency executive: Sivasubramanian Ramann, IA&AS, (Chairman & MD); 
About NITI Aayog : 
Formed: 1 January 2015 
Headquarters: New Delhi 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

Chairperson: Narendra Modi 
Founder: National Democratic Alliance 

 
ADB Plans $14 Billion to Ease Food Crisis, Promote Long-Term Food Security in Asia and the Pacific  

 The Asian Development Bank said, it will devote at least $14 billion through 2025 to help ease a 
worsening food crisis in Asia-Pacific. The development lender said it plans a comprehensive 
program of support to help the 1.1 billion people in the region who lack healthy diets due to 
poverty and soaring food prices. The Manila, Philippines-based ADB made the announcement 
during its annual meeting. 

 “This is a timely and urgently needed response to a crisis that is leaving too many poor families in 
Asia hungry and in deeper poverty,” ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa said. The plan calls for 
improving long-term food security by strengthening farming and food supplies to cope with 
climate change and loss of biodiversity. The ADB said the funds will go to both existing and new 
projects spanning farming, food production and distribution, water resources management and 
social supports. Asakawa said that in the short-term, support will be targeted at and designed to 
help the most vulnerable, particularly women. 

 In opening the ADB meeting, Asakawa noted that the economic outlook has worsened with the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, soaring prices for many commodities and a harsher economic 
environment thanks to rising interest rates and weakening currencies for many developing 
economies. In a recent update, the bank downgraded its forecast for growth in the region to 
4.3% from an earlier estimate of 5.2%. Next year’s outlook is for 4.9% annual growth. 
About Asian Development Bank (ADB): 
Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines 
Founded: 19 December 1966 
President: Masatsugu Asakawa (from 17 January 2020) 
Purpose: Social and Economic Development 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Italy gets its first female PM as Giorgia Meloni claims victory 

 Giorgia Meloni looks set to become Italy’s first woman prime minister at the head of its most 
right-wing government since World War Two after leading a conservative alliance to triumph at 
the election. Meloni will take over from Prime Minister Mario Draghi, the former head of the 
European Central Bank, who pushed Rome to the centre of EU policy-making during his 18-
month stint in office, forging close ties with Paris and Berlin. The Italian far-right leader Meloni 
party came top in general elections. Leading the next government, she will work for the 
betterment of all Italians. 

 Giorgia Meloni is an Italian politician and journalist who was born on 15 January 1977. Her father 
came from Sardinia and her mother belonged to Sicily. In 1992 at the age of 15, Meloni joined 
the Youth Front, the youth wing of the neo-fascist Italian Social Movement (MSI). Next to this in 
1996, she earned a diploma from the Amerigo Vespucci Institute. She has also served as a youth 
minister in Berlusconi’s 2008-2011 government before founding the Brothers of Italy in 2012. 
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Three prominent political leaders Meloni, La Russa, and Crosetto founded a new political 
movement Brothers of Italy in 2012. 
About Italy : 
Capital: Rome 
Currency: Euro 
President: Sergio Mattarella 

 
NATIONAL 

Centre launches Jaldoot app to capture groundwater levels across the country  

 In front of Union Minister Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti and MoS Panchayati Raj Kapil Moreshwar Patil, 
the JALDOOT App and JALDOOT App e-brochure was introduced by MoS for Rural Development 
and Steel Faggan Singh Kulaste. Panchayati Raj and the Ministry of Rural Development 
collaborated to develop the JALDOOT app. Gram Rojgar Sahyak will be able to use the app to 
measure the water level of the well twice a year, before and after the monsoon. 

 Speaking to the crowd at the app launch event, Faggan Singh Kulaste urged the state 
governments, UTs, and gramme panchayats to use the newly released JALDOOT App to engage 
in systematic ground water level data collection and assimilation into a central digital database 
for analysis. 

 The ground water level in several sections of the country has decreased despite efforts to 
promote watershed development, afforestation, waterbody development and maintenance, and 
measures like rainwater collecting. 

 This JALDOOT App will make it easier to monitor water tables across the nation, and the 
information gathered can be used for the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA Plans and Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans. 

 This JALDOOT App will be used all throughout the nation to record the water level of a village’s 
chosen one to three wells. 

 The pre-monsoon water level in open wells will be manually measured from May 1 to May 31 
and the post-monsoon level for the same well will be manually monitored from October 1 to 
October 31. 
About NREGA: 
Launch year: 2006 
Sector: Rural Employment 
Launched by (prime minister): Manmohan Singh 
Ministry: Ministry of Rural Development 
Passed: 23 August 2005 

  
President Murmu inaugurates cryogenic engine manufacturing facility in Bengaluru  

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) integrated cryogenic engine manufacturing facility was 
inaugurated in Bengaluru by Indian President Smt. Droupadi Murmu. On this occasion, President 
Droupadi Murmu virtually lay the cornerstone for the South Zone Zonal Institute of Virology. 

 Speaking to the crowd, the President declared that the opening of the Integrated Cryogenic 
Engine Manufacturing Facility is a historic occasion for not only HAL and ISRO but also for the 
entire nation, as it provides access to a cutting-edge facility for the production of cryogenic and 
semi-cryogenic engines. 
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 Droupadi Murmu praised Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) by saying that HAL has made a 
significant contribution to India’s defence independence. 

 HAL has arguably been the driving force behind events. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has 
repeatedly shown that it is capable of doing research, developing, and producing a variety of 
Aircraft Platforms. 

 According to the President, Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and ISRO work jointly to 
advance and defend strategic interests.  
About Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL): 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 1963, Bengaluru 
Founder: Walchand Hirachand 
About ISRO: 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 15 August 1969 
Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 
Jurisdiction: India 
Parent organization: Department of Space 
Subsidiary: Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
About Karnataka: 
Governor: Thawar Chand Gehlot 
Capital: Bengaluru (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Basavaraj Bommai 

 
SPORTS 

Jhulan goswami retires from international cricket 

 The legendary Women’s Cricketer, Jhulan Goswami announced her retirement from all forms of 
the game in a touching farewell statement on September 25. Jhulan played her last international 
game at the Lord’s on the 24th, and she went out on a high note by helping India women defeat 
England women 3-0 in an ODI series. 

 Jhulan Goswami sent a parting message on social media, expressing her contentment with her 
lauded career. Jhulan concluded her career with 255 wickets from 204 games, an ODI women’s 
record. 

 Jhulan secured two wickets in her final match for India, which saw them defeat England by 16 
runs while holding them to a 169-run goal. 
About International Cricket Council: 
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Motto: Cricket for good. 
Founded: 15 June 1909 
Chairman: Greg Barclay 
General Manager: Wasim Khan  

 
West Zone thrash South Zone by 294 runs to win Duleep Trophy 2022  

 The West zone has defeated the South zone by 294 runs to win their 19th title in the final day of 
the 2022 Duleep Trophy at the SNR College Cricket Ground, Coimbatore. The 2022 Duleep trophy 
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was the 59th season of the Duleep Trophy. Sarfaraz Khan scored the most runs with 127 runs for 
178 balls and Jaydev Unadkat of the West zone became the player of the series. Yashasvi Jaiswal 
of the West zone scored 265 runs in the second innings which helped the west zone to hit a win 
while Kerala Opener Rohan Kunnummal scored 93 runs in the South zone’s second innings. 
About Duleep Trophy: 
Current champion: West Zone (19 titles) 
Number of teams: 3 
Format: First-class cricket 
Most runs: Wasim Jaffer (2545); 1997–2013 
Most wickets: Narendra Hirwani (126); 1987–2004 
First edition: 1961–62 

 
Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge breaks own world record in Berlin Marathon victory 

 Eliud Kipchoge shattered his own world record on 25 September, with a time of 2:01:09 to win 
the Berlin marathon. It’s the second time the Kenyan runner has set the official men’s world 
record at the race in the German capital. Kipchoge’s previous best in an official 42.2km race was 
2:01:39 set on the same course in 2018. Ethiopia’s Tigist Assefa won the women’s race in a 
course record of 2:15:37, the third fastest time in history. 

 Kipchoge has long been dubbed the world’s best marathon runner. In 2019, he ran a marathon in 
Vienna in under two hours, a milestone long thought impossible. The result wasn’t official 
because he ran it under laboratory conditions, but the result made him an icon in and outside 
the running world. Kipchoge’s world record run in Berlin was so dominant that, after he crossed 
the finish line, he had time to hug his trainer, friends, pose for photos, and wave the Kenyan flag 
before the second-place runner finished, four minutes and 49 seconds later. 
About Kenya: 
Capital: Nairobi 
Currency: Kenyan shilling 
President: William Ruto 
About Germany:  
Capital: Berlin 
Currency: Euro 
President: Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
Chancellor: Olaf Scholz 

 
OBITURY 

Veteran Congress leader Aryadan Muhammed dies in Kerala’s Kozhikode at 87 

 Former Kerala minister and senior Congress leader, Aryadan Muhammed has passed away at the 
age of 87. Muhammed, a prominent Muslim face of Congress in Kerala, had got elected to the 
state Assembly eight times from the Nilambur constituency in Malappuram. He had served as a 
minister for four terms. During the Congress regime from 2011 to 2016, he had been power 
minister in the Oommen Chandy government. 

 Muhammed joined Congress in 1952 and became a member of the Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee in 1958. Later, he served as the president of the Malappuram district congress 
committee and had been a state leader of the INTUC, the trade union wing of Congress. 
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 Within the Congress, Muhammed had been a prominent leader associated with the A group led 
by A K Antony. When A group of Congress had aligned with the CPI(M) in 1980, Muhammed 
became a minister in the then CPI(M) Government led by E K Nayanar. 
About Kerala: 
Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan 
Capital: Thiruvananthapuram 
Population: 3.46 crores (2018) 
Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan  

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Britannia Industries appoints Rajneet Kohli as CEO of Indian bakery firm 

 India’s largest bakery foods company, Britannia Industries has appointed Rajneet Kohli as 
executive director and chief executive officer effective September 26, 2022. He has served in 
numerous senior leadership roles during his 25-year-long career in Asian Paints and Coca-Cola 
and joins Britannia from food services company Jubilant FoodWorks. Under his leadership, 
Jubilant FoodWorks has delivered sustained profitable growth and emerged as the largest QSR 
chain in the country with over 1600 stores. 

 The board has also elevated Varun Berry to executive vice-chairman and managing director with 
immediate effect. He has 27 years of work experience with premier companies like Hindustan 
Unilever, PepsiCo, etc. 
About Britannia Industries:  
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 1892 
Parent organization: Wadia Group 

 
Vinayak Godse to be new CEO of Data Security Council of India 

 Data Security Council of India (DSCI), a leading industry organisation founded by NASSCOM, 
promoted senior vice president Vinayak Godse and named him the organization’s new CEO. 
Vinayak Godse will succeed Rama Vedashree, who oversaw Data Security Council of India (DSCI) 
for nearly six years. Vedashree also served on the Justice BN Srikrishna committee, which was 
charged with developing a model for the nation’s Personal Data Protection Bill. 

 Vinayak Godse will start serving as CEO of Data Security Council of India (DSCI) from October 1. A 
selection committee of the Data Security Council of India (DSCI) Board, led by current chairman 
Rajendra S. Pawar, former Data Security Council of India (DSCI) chairman Dr. N. Balakrishnan, 
NASSCOM President, and other board members, made the decision. 

 Vinayak Godse has been a part of Data Security Council of India (DSCI) from its foundation and 
has more than 27 years of experience in telecom infrastructure, information security, and IT 
transformation. 
About Data Security Council of India (DSCI): 
Founded: 22 August 2008 
Founder: NASSCOM 
Headquarters: NASSCOM Campus   
Chairman: Rajendra S Pawar 
CEO: Rama Vedashree 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Rabies Day 2022: 28th September 

 World Rabies Day is celebrated each year on September 28 as a tribute to Louis Pasteur – the 
inventor of the first effective rabies vaccine in the world. The day is observed to promote the 
fight against Rabies, raise awareness of its prevention, and celebrate the achievements the world 
has made against this deadly disease. 

 According to the World Health Organisation, the theme of World Rabies Day 2022 is ‘Rabies: One 
Health, Zero Deaths.’ The theme is to emphasize the connection between the environment, 
people, and animals. One Heath in the theme represents the vulnerabilities of the health system 
but also sheds light on how magnanimous they can achieve with collaboration across sectors. 
Zero Deaths means that the world has all the medicines, tools, vaccines, and technologies to 
eradicate the disease, and ‘zero deaths’ should be the end goal. 
About World Organisation for Animal Health:  
Headquarters: Paris, France 
Founded: 25 January 1924 
Founder: Emmanuel Leclainche 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Putin grants Russian citizenship to U.S. whistleblower Snowden 

 President Vladimir Putin on Monday granted Russian citizenship to former U.S. intelligence 
contractor Edward Snowden, nine years after he exposed the scale of secret surveillance 
operations by the National Security Agency (NSA). 

 Snowden, 39, fled the United States and was given asylum in Russia after leaking secret files in 
2013 that revealed vast domestic and international surveillance operations carried out by the 
NSA, where he worked. 

 U.S. authorities have for years wanted him returned to the United States to face a criminal trial 
on espionage charges. 

 Snowden's name appeared without Kremlin comment in a Putin decree conferring citizenship on 
72 foreign-born individuals. 

 Snowden later issued a message, essentially an updated version of a November 2020 tweet, 
saying he wanted his family to remain together and asking for privacy. 
About Russia: 
President: Vladimir Putin   
Capital: Moscow 
Currency: Russian ruble 
Prime Minister: Mikhail Mishustin 
About USA: 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 
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NATIONAL 
Jitendra Singh announces ‘One Week One Lab’ campaign to showcase breakthroughs in CSIR Labs 

 Union Minister of state for Science and Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh on Monday announced 
‘One Week One Lab’ theme-based campaign to showcase the technological breakthroughs and 
innovations in CSIR laboratories/institutes across the country on Monday.  

 Addressing the first CSIR Leadership Meet, the minister said that the legacy of CSIR is built on the 
cumulative contribution of its national laboratories and institutes. “Each laboratory of CSIR is 
unique and specializing in as diverse areas as genomics to geology, material technology and food 
to fuel."  

 Singh added that the laboratories came together during the COVID pandemic last year. They 
developed several technologies that helped India's fight against COVID. “CSIR breakthroughs in 
areas like Drone, Heliborne technology, state of the art Sewage cleaning machines, Aroma 
Mission has opened up huge opportunities for developing meaningful and equal stake 
partnership among Research, Academia and Industry."  
About Council for Industry and Scientific Research (CSIR): 
President: Narendra Modi 
Founded: 26 September 1942 
Founders: Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar, Arcot Ramasamy Mudaliar 

 
‘Mission safeguarding’ wins global recognition for CIAL 

 Cochin International Airport Ltd has won the Airport Service Quality award-2022 instituted by 
Airport Council International (ACI) for its meticulous implementation of a programme ‘Mission 
Safeguarding’ in 2021-22. It ensured seamless traffic and reinforced passenger satisfaction in the 
aftermath of the pandemic. 

 CIAL has won the recognition in 5-15 million passenger category of airports operating in the Asia-
Pacific region. ACI award is recognised as the highest honour in the global aviation sector, owing 
to its extensive survey methodology practices. 
About Cochin International Airport Ltd: 
Founded: 1994  
About Airports Council International (ACI): 
Headquarters location: Montreal, Canada 
Founded: 1991 

 
OBITURY 

Oscar-winning star Louise Fletcher passes away at 88  

 An Oscar-winning actress, Louise Fletcher from the USA has passed away at the age of 88 in 
France. She was awarded the Oscar in 1976 for her role as Nurse Ratched in One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest (1975). She was also a recipient of the BAFTA Award, and a Golden Globe Award. 
She was nominated for two Emmy Awards for her roles in the television series Picket Fences 
(1996) and Joan of Arcadia (2004). Her final role was as Rosie in the Netflix series Girlboss (2017). 

 Fletcher began her acting career in the late 1950s on episodic TV shows such as Lawman, The 
Untouchables, and 77 Sunset Strip and lasted for more than sixty years in films and television 
with a recurring role as the cunning Bajoran religious figure Kai Winn Adami on Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine. 
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About Oscar: 
Ceremony date: 12 March 2023 
First awarded: May 16, 1929; 93 years ago 
Presented by: Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
About USA: 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

NPCI reappoints Dilip Asbe as MD and CEO for 5 years 

 Shareholders of National Payments Corporation of India approved the re-appointment of Dilip 
Asbe as the MD and CEO, at the company’s annual general meeting on Thursday. 

 With this approval, Asbe will be re-appointed for five years, with effect from January 8, 2023, the 
company said in a release. 

 Previously the chief operating officer of NPCI, Asbe was appointed as the CEO-in-charge in 
August 2017 following the retirement of former MD and CEO A P Hota. He was later appointed as 
the acting MD and CEO in January 2018. 

 Incorporated in 2008 as a specialised division of the Reserve Bank of India, NPCI is an umbrella 
organisation for operating retail payments and settlement systems and infrastructure. 

 It manages products such as the RuPay card, Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM), BHIM Aadhaar, National Electronic 
Toll Collection (NETC FasTag) and Bharat BillPay. 
About National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) : 
Founded: 2008 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founders: Reserve Bank of India, Indian Banks' Association 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Tourism Day 2022: 27th September 

 World Tourism Day 2022 is observed on 27 September globally. This day is celebrated every year 
to focus on promoting tourism in various parts of the world. It was initiated by the United 
Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO). It is celebrated to promote tourism and 
understand its importance. World Tourism Day aims to make people understand the joy of 
exploring the world. It is an extremely important event. 

 The theme of World Tourism Day 2022 is ‘Rethinking Tourism’. Everyone will focus on 
understanding the growth of the tourism sector and reviewing and redeveloping tourism after 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 World Tourism Day intends to raise awareness about the significance of tourism in affecting the 
social, political, economic and cultural values of the international community. It is important to 
note that tourism plays a significant role in improving a nation’s economy and enhancing its 
image. World Tourism Day is important because it helps to promote the advantages of tourism. 
The event is set to be led by the representatives of the tourism sector of Bali. The 
representatives from UNWTO states will also be invited to the event. 
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About United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO):  
Founded: 1946 
Headquarters: Madrid, Spain 
Secretary-General: Zurab Pololikashvili 

 
World Environmental Health Day 2022: 26th September 

 World Environmental Health Day is observed on September 26, every year. The goal of observing 
the day is to increase public awareness of the environment’s condition and encourage people to 
take the required steps to stop it from getting worse. World Environmental Health Day is a day 
dedicated to informing people about the health of the environment and preserving it. It is more 
crucial than ever to raise awareness of the threats posed by pollution, climate change, and global 
warming because the Earth is our home, thus by not doing anything to prevent it from 
deteriorating, we are not only endangering the environment but also ourselves. 

 Every year World Environment Day is celebrated with a new theme. The theme for this year’s 
World Environment Health Day is “Strengthening Environmental Health Systems for the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals”. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Air India and Willis Lease Sign ConstantThrust Agreement for Engine Sale &  Leaseback 

 Air India announced that it has signed a definitive sale and lease back agreement with Nasdaq-
listed Willis Lease Finance Corporation for 34 CFM56-5B engines installed on its Airbus A320 
family fleet. According to the company statement, the engines will be covered under Willis 
Lease’s ConstantThrust, which will deliver significant reliability and cost savings over a traditional 
MRO (Maintenance, Repair and Operations) shop visit programme. 

 The company said in a statement, under the sale side of the transaction, Willis Lease will 
purchase 34 engines from Air India, powering 13 Airbus A321 aircraft and four Airbus A320 
aircraft. Through the programme, Willis Lease will provide replacement and standby spare 
engines, allowing the airline to avoid potentially costly and unpredictable shop visits on engines 
powering a transitioning aircraft fleet. Nipun Aggarwal, CCO Air India said, “this transaction will 
allow Air India to derisk itself operationally, improve fleet reliability, reduce cost, and optimise 
cash flow.” 
About Air India: 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founded: 1932, Mumbai 
About Willis Lease: 
Headquarters: Coconut Creek, Florida, United States 
Founded: 1985 

  
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) and CSIR work together to support chemistry in schools across India 

 Royal Society of Chemistry and CSIR collaborate: A initiative to promote chemical sciences in 
schools and universities is being supported by a partnership between the Royal Society of 
Chemistry and the Council for Industry and Scientific Research (CSIR). Throughout 30 CSIR 
laboratories hosted the RSC’s Global Coin experiment, which involved about 2000 students from 
all over the nation. 
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 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the two organisations states that they will 
collaborate on the CSIR’s Jigyasa programme, an outreach initiative for researchers and 
schoolchildren that spans all of India. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding will not involve money and will have a minimum three-year 
term with the possibility of extension. 

 From mining and oceanography to chemicals and nanotechnology, the CSIR is committed to 
research and development across the range of science and technology. 
About Council for Industry and Scientific Research (CSIR): 
President: Narendra Modi 
Founded: 26 September 1942 
Founders: Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar, Arcot Ramasamy Mudaliar 
About Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC): 
CEO: Helen Pain (9 Jun 2021–) 
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 
Founded: 1980 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

S&P Global Ratings, OECD retain India’s GDP growth forecast for FY23 

 Amid slowing external demand for Indian goods and services, the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and S&P  kept their growth forecasts for India unchanged 
at 6.9 per cent and 7.3 per cent, respectively, for FY23 while highlighting growing downside risks. 
S&P in its latest outlook for Asia-Pacific said it saw a strong rebound in India as services 
consumption continued to recover and investment grew robustly. 

 “Softer external demand is a factor in India’s projected slowdown from 8.7 per cent annual 
growth in FY22 to around 7 per cent in FY23 and around 5.75 per cent in FY24, but this still 
represents rapid growth in the context of a weak global economy,” OECD said in its interim 
Economic Outlook. 

 S&P noted that India’s domestic recovery from Covid-19 would continue to support growth in 
FY23. “Indeed, we have retained our India growth outlook at 7.3 per cent for the fiscal year 
2022-23 and 6.5 per cent for the next fiscal year, although we see the risks titled to the 
downside,” it added. 
About Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD): 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
Founded: 30 September 1961 
Founders: United States, France, United Kingdom, Germany  
Subsidiary: OECD Development Centre 
About S&P Global Ratings: 
Founder: Henry Varnum Poor 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Founded: 1860 
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NATIONAL 
Mandaviya to inaugurate Arogya Manthan 2022 as AB-PMJAY completes 4 years 

 Arogya Manthan 2022 event was officially launched by the Union Health Minister in Government 
of India, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya to commemorate four years since the launch of the Ayushman 
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) and one year since the launch of the 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).  

 More than 10 crore impoverished people are intended to benefit from the programme, which 
offers vulnerable families a five lakh rupee health subsidy each year. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi in September 2018 announced its debut.This two-day Arogya 
Manthan 2022 event covered a total of 12 sessions. 

 Day 1 of Arogya Manthan 2022 featured a number of sessions on topics like Universal Health 
Coverage in India, Promoting Interoperability in Digital Health, Improving PM-JAY Efficiency, 
Adoption of Digital Health, Health Technology Assessment for Evidence-Informed PM-JAY 
Decisions, and Privacy and Security Issues Related to Digital Health. 

 Senior government representatives from the states and UTs, as well as Railways Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, MoS Health Dr. Bharati Pravin, and NITI Aayog Member (Health) Dr. VK Paul. 

 
Chandigarh airport to be named after Bhagat Singh 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced Sunday during his monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’ radio 
programme that the Chandigarh international airport would be named after freedom fighter 
Bhagat Singh. The announcement came three days before the martyr’s birth anniversary 
Wednesday, September 28, ending a seven-year standoff between the Punjab and Haryana 
governments over the naming of the airport. 

 Earlier, Haryana had objected that the airport should be named after Chandigarh only as it is the 
joint capital of both states. Former Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda had agreed 
with Punjab to name the airport after Bhagat Singh but after the BJP, led by Manohar Lal Khattar, 
took over the reins in Haryana, in 2015, he put forth his view that it should be named after an 
RSS ideologue Mangel Sen. 

 The Punjab Vidhan Sabha in 2017 passed a resolution that the airport should be named after 
Bhagat Singh and this led to a debate. 
About Punjab: 
Capital: Chandigarh 
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit 
Chief Minister: Bhagwant Mann 
About Haryana: 
Capital: Chandigarh 
Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
Amazon plans 3 solar farms and 23 solar rooftop projects in India 

 Amazon establishing its first solar project in India: Amazon said that its first solar farm would be 
located in India. Three solar power plants with a combined capacity of 420 megawatts (MW) will 
be built in Rajasthan by the largest e-commerce company, Amazon. Along with Amp Energy, 
Amazon has also contracted to 210 MW and 110 MW projects with ReNew Power and Brookfield 
Renewables, respectively. 

 Amp Energy India, a producer of renewable energy (RE), has signed a power purchase agreement 
(PPA) to sell RE to Amazon from a 100 MW solar power facility in Rajasthan as part of Amazon’s 
plans for India. 

 By the end of 2023, the facility at Bhadia, Rajasthan, will be completely operational. One 
gigawatt (GW) of utility size projects are also being developed by Amp. 1,13,645 tonnes of 
hazardous CO2 emissions will be reduced thanks to this solar power facility. 
About Amazon:  
Founded: 5 July 1994, Bellevue, Washington, United States  
Founder: Jeff Bezos 
CEO: Andy Jassy  

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Former India captain Dilip Tirkey gets elected Hockey India president unopposed  

 Former India captain Dilip Tirkey, who was the front-runner for the post of Hockey India 
president, was elected unopposed for the top job. He was elected after Uttar Pradesh Hockey 
chief Rakesh Katyal and Hockey Jharkhand’s Bhola Nath Singh, who were in the fray for the 
president’s post, withdrew their nominations. The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has 
approved Tirkey and his team’s appointments. Bhola Nath has been elected unopposed as 
secretary general. 

 Hockey India elections were scheduled to be held on October 1 but the results were declared in 
advance as there were no contestants for any of the posts, paving the way for the incumbent 
candidates to be elected unopposed as per the federation’s Constitution. 
About International Hockey Federation: 
President: Dr Narinder Dhruv Batra 
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
CEO: Thierry Weil 
Founded: 7 January 1924, Paris, France 

 
Dr M Srinivas appointed as new director of AIIMS New Delhi 

 The dean of Employees’ State Insurance Company (ESIC) Hospital and Medical College, 
Hyderabad, Dr M Srinivas has been appointed the director of New Delhi’s All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), nearly six months after the tenure of the previous director, Dr 
Randeep Guleria, formally ended. The appointment is for a period of five years with effect from 
the date of assumption of charge of the post, or till attaining the age of 65 years, or until further 
orders, whichever is the earliest, according to the order. 
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 Srinivas was on deputation at the ESIC Hospital and continues to be a professor of pediatric 
surgery at AIIMS. Including Guleria, AIIMS has had 15 directors so far since its foundation in 
1956. All former directors have been employees at the institute at the time of their appointment. 
About Employees’ State Insurance Company (ESIC): 
Founded: 25 February 1952 
Owner: Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India 
About AIIMS Delhi: 
Established: 1956 
First Director:  B.B Dikshit 
Under: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
L. Governor: Vinai Kumar Saxena   
Capital: New Delhi 

 
Sanjai Kumar takes over as new CMD of RailTel  

 As the new Chairman and Managing Director of RailTel, Sanjai Kumar is in charge. Sanjai Kumar 
previously held the position of Director (Network Planning & Marketing/NPM) at RailTel, along 
with the added responsibility of Director (Project, Operations & Maintenance/POM). The 
University of Allahabad awarded Kumar a Bachelor of Technology in Electronic and 
Telecommunication Engineering, while the Management Development Institute in Gurugram 
awarded him a Post Graduate Diploma in Management. 

 He has around 30 years of varying experience in railroad operations, project management, and 
marketing. He is an officer of the Indian Railway Service of Signal Engineers (IRSSE). 

 He stated that he wanted to concentrate on doing business internationally, including exporting 
services and participating in international bids and contracts. 
About Railtel: 
Headquarters: India 
Founded: 26 September 2000 
Key people: Aruna Singh, Chairman & Managing Director 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Contraception Day 2022: 26th September 

 World Contraception Day is marked on September 26 with a focus on creating awareness about 
contraceptive knowledge and family planning. To educate the younger generation about 
contraceptive measures. In this program, people are told about the prevention of conception. It 
is a global campaign held annually to shed light on birth control methods by asserting the 
importance of reproductive health. World Contraception Day has become an important event to 
highlight the need for population control. The day underlines the need for better family planning 
which can indirectly also help families to lift themselves out of poverty. 

 According to the World Health Organisation, the significance of World Contraception Day is 
captured in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 The first-ever World Contraception Day was observed on September 26 in 2007.  
About World Health Organization :  
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Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 7 April 1948 
Director-General: Tedros Adhanom 

 
International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons 2022: 26th September  

 The United Nations observes 26 September every year as the International Day for the Total 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. The aim of the day is to enhance public awareness about the 
threat posed to humanity by nuclear weapons and the necessity for their total elimination. It 
provides an opportunity to educate the public and their leaders about the real benefits of 
eliminating such weapons, and the social and economic costs of perpetuating them. 

 In 1946, the General Assembly’s first resolution established that the Atomic Energy Commission 
has the mandate to make specific proposals for the control of nuclear energy and the elimination 
of not only atomic weapons but also all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction. 

 The General Assembly endorsed the objective of general and complete disarmament in 1959. 
The first Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament, held in 1978. 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar released a Book “Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay – Jeevan Darshan Aur 
Samsamyikta” 

 The Vice President, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar has released the book titled “Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay 
– Jeevan Darshan Aur Samsamyikta” (five volumes) in New Delhi and on this occasion highlighted 
the importance of Pt Deendayal’s thoughts in contemporary times. Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, former Union Minister Dr Murli Manohar Joshi and other dignitaries were among those 
attending the event. 

 The Vice President appreciated the efforts of the Chief Editor of the book, Dr Bajrang Lal Gupta 
and his team for coming out with these well-researched five volumes on one of the foremost 
leaders of modern India. He also thanked Shri Rajnath Singh and Dr Murli Manohar Joshi for their 
insightful speeches on the life and work of Pt Deendayal Upadhyay on the occasion. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI felicitate banker’s for making Leh achieves 100 percent digitization of banking operations 

 The highest-located district in India, Leh has achieved 100 per cent digitization of banking 
operations. Union Territory Level Bankers Committee Ladakh, the Reserve Bank of India has 
felicitated the bankers of the district. Leh district has completed the digitization of all the 
operating banks in a short span of a year. 

 Digital Banking refers to the electronic banking service provided by a bank for its financial, 
banking and other transactions through electronic devices online. In 2019 RBI put forward a 
proposal to make at least one district of every state in the country have 100 per cent digitization 
of banking operations. 

 Thrissur district of Kerala became the first fully digital banking district of the country in August 
2021. Kerala is also the first state in India to achieve the target of Financial Inclusion of having at 
least one bank account in a family. 

About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das   
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Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
About Ladakh: 
Lieutenant Governor : Radha Krishna Mathur 
Capital:Leh 
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NATIONAL 
'Make in India' completes 8 years, annual FDI doubles to USD 83 billion 

 Make in India, the flagship program of the Government of India that aspires to facilitate 
investment, foster innovation, enhance skill development, and build best-in-class manufacturing 
infrastructure, completes 8 years of path-breaking reforms on 25th September 2022.  Launched 
in 2014 under the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, ‘Make in India’ is transforming the country 
into a leading global manufacturing and investment destination. The initiative is an open 
invitation to potential investors and partners across the globe to participate in the growth story 
of ‘New India’. Make In India has substantial accomplishments across 27 sectors. These include 
strategic sectors of manufacturing and services as well. 

 To attract foreign investments, Government of India has put in place a liberal and transparent 
policy wherein most sectors are open to FDI under the automatic route. FDI inflows in India 
stood at US $ 45.15 billion in 2014-2015 and have since consecutively reached record FDI inflows 
for eight years. The year 2021-22 recorded the highest ever FDI at $83.6 billion. This FDI has 
come from 101 countries, and invested across 31 UTs and States and 57 sectors in the country. 
On the back of economic reforms and Ease of Doing Business in recent years, India is on track to 
attract US$ 100 Bn FDI in the current FY.  

 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme across 14 key manufacturing sectors, was launched in 
2020-21 as a big boost to Make in India initiative. 
About Make in India: 
Launch year: 2014 
Status: Active 
Launched by (Prime minister): Narendra Modi 
Ministry: Ministry of Finance 
Key people: Ministry of Commerce and Industry (India) 

 
5G services to be launched 'very soon': Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

 IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the government is investing nearly $30 billion to ensure last-
mile network accessibility for 4G and 5G in every village across the country and build a robust 
digital infrastructure in the rural areas. Speaking at the ‘Global Fintech Fest 2022‘, Vaishnaw said 
the government has reached out to over 1.5 lakh gram panchayats to date. 

 “We are now creating a whole ecosystem of village entrepreneurs, channelising the energies of 
youngsters to take good quality, high-speed data connectivity to every village in the country 
while making them a part of the growth journey,” the minister emphasised. “We have tested this 
model and approximately 80,000 new connections are now being facilitated every month,” he 
added. 
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 Vaishnaw said there are three key areas in fintech for the government – building a robust digital 
infrastructure and a digital regulatory framework, along with social inclusion and the societal 
imperatives around it. Sharing his views on the digital regulatory framework, the minister said 
that telecom is the very foundation of Digital India. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Dr Rajiv Bahl appointed ICMR Director General for 3 years  

 Dr Rajiv Bahl has been appointed as the new director general of the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR)-cum-secretary of the department of health Research for a period of three 
years. Bahl currently heads the research on maternal, newborn child and adolescent health cum-
newborn unit on maternal, Department of Maternal Newborn Child and Adolescent Health and 
Ageing, at the World Health Organisation (WHO) in Geneva. 

 His predecessor, Dr Balram Bhargava’s extended tenure as director general of ICMR and 
secretary of the Department of Health Research ended in July. Bhargava was appointed to the 
post on April 16, 2018, for four years. The Appointment Committee of the Cabinet has approved 
the appointment of Dr Rajiv Bahl. 
About Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR): 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founder: Government of India 
Founded: 1911 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World rivers day 2022: 25th September 

 World River Day is observed to raise awareness regarding water bodies and to promote their 
conservation. It is observed every year on the fourth Sunday of September, and this year, it falls 
on September 25. As per World Rivers Day, “It is a celebration of the world’s waterways.” This 
day highlights the values of rivers and strives to increase public awareness and encourages the 
improved supervision of rivers around the world. 

 The theme for this year’s World Rivers Day is ‘The importance of Rivers to Biodiversity’. The 
absolute need for rivers to keep any civilization going is the focus of this year’s theme. Not only 
humans, but rivers keep a wide range of animals and plant a living breathing part of our 
ecosystem.  

 
World Pharmacists Day 2022: 25th September 

 Every year on September 25, World Pharmacist Day is commemorated with the goal of 
highlighting and advocating the pharmacist’s contribution to health improvement. The occasion 
of World Pharmacy Day serves as a reminder to honour all medical specialists who provide their 
services with empathy and understanding. Pharmacists provide the availability of 
pharmaceuticals and guidance on safe medication usage. A pharmacist is a healthcare 
professional who is responsible for storing, handling, and dispensing medicines. Like doctors, 
pharmacists also have a major role to play in the healthcare sector. 

 This year’s theme, “Pharmacy united in action for a healthier world,” aims to promote unity and 
highlight the sound effects of pharmacy on health. The theme has been chosen to “showcase 
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pharmacy’s positive impact on health around the world and to further strengthen solidarity 
among the profession”. 

 Pharmacists are trained to advise the right way a medicine must be used and stored while they 
also provide us with crucial information about the potential adverse effects of a medicine. These 
professionals also contribute to research for new drugs while they offer their vital services in 
hospitals, medical clinics, government institutions, and universities. In addition, pharmacists are 
also responsible for the safe disposal of medicines once they have expired. 
About International Pharmaceutical Federation: 
CEO: Dr Catherine Duggan 
Founded: 25 September 1912 
Headquarters: The Hague, Netherlands 
Motto: Advancing pharmacy worldwide 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

BPCL signs pact with Brazil's Petrobras to diversify crude oil sourcing 

 State-run Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Brazilian oil major Petrobras, to diversify its crude oil sourcing. 

 The MoU was signed by Arun Kumar Singh, Chairman BPCL and Caio Paes de Andrade, CEO 
Petrobras, in Brazil on Saturday. 

 In a statement BPCL said, the signing of the MoU will strengthen future crude oil trade relations 
between the two companies and explore potential crude import opportunities by BPCL, on a long 
term basis, especially considering the current geopolitical situations. 

 Bharat PetroResources Limited (BPRL) plans to invest $1.6 billion to develop an oil block in Brazil 
in an attempt to procure equity oil overseas. Through its fully owned subsidiary, Bharat 
PetroResources Limited, BPCL has a stake in the upstream sector in an ultra-deep water 
hydrocarbon block in Brazil, owned and operated by M/s Petrobras. The field development plan 
and final investment decision is expected to be declared soon. 
About Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL): 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1952 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Daniel Spielman won the Breakthrough Prize in Mathematics for “multiple discoveries 

 The 2023 winners of the Breakthrough Prizes, dubbed the “Oscars of Science,” were announced 
and will split a total of more than $15 million. 2023 Breakthrough Prize laureates, recognized for 
their game-changing discoveries in Fundamental Physics, Life Sciences and Mathematics, along 
with early-career scientists who have made significant contributions to their fields. Daniel A. 
Spielman has been honoured with the 2023 Breakthrough Prize in Mathematics for multiple 
discoveries in theoretical computer science and mathematics. 

 Daniel A. Spielman, Yale University (For breakthrough contributions to theoretical computer 
science and mathematics, including to spectral graph theory, the Kadison-Singer problem, 
numerical linear algebra, optimization, and coding theory.) 
About Breakthrough Prize: 
First awarded: 2012; 10 years ago 
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Presented by: Breakthrough Prize Board 
 
Indian origin Suella Braverman wins first Queen Elizabeth II award 

 Britain’s Indian-origin Home Secretary Suella Braverman has been named winner of the first-ever 
Queen Elizabeth II Woman of the Year award at a ceremony in London. 

 The 42-year-old barrister, who was appointed to the Cabinet earlier this month by British Prime 
Minister Liz Truss, said it was the “honour of her life” to take on the new role at the Asian 
Achievers Awards (AAA) 2022 ceremony, dedicated to the memory of the late monarch who 
passed away recently. 

 Braverman, the London-born daughter of Tamil mother Uma and Goan-origin father Christie 
Fernandes, sent a recorded message to the ceremony where her parents collected the award on 
her behalf. 
About United Kingdom: 
Prime Minister: Liz Truss   
Capital: London 
King: King Charles III 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
RANKING 

“Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan will rank 131 cities in the country for implementing City Action Plans 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) will launch the ‘Swachh Vayu 
Sarvekshan’ programme under National Clean Air Programme 2019 (NCAP) to rank cities based 
on their actions to improve air quality. The ranking will be based only on the actions taken by the 
cities to improve the air quality in different domains and not on the measurement of the air 
quality parameters to rank the cities. 

 “Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan will rank 131 cities in the country for implementing City Action Plans 
prepared as part of NCAP for reducing air pollution up to 40 per cent by 2025-26,” the ministry 
said during the two-day National Conference of Ministers of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change in Gujarat. 

 At least 131 cities are categorised into three groups based on population. The first group has 47 
cities with a population of over one million, and 44 cities in the second group have people 
between 300,000 to one million. The third group consists of 40 towns with less than 300,000 
population. 

 According to the NCAP, these 131 cities are non-attainment cities as they did not meet the 
nation’s ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for 2011-15 under the National Air Quality 
Monitoring Programme (NAMP). 
About Gujarat:  
Governor: Acharya Devvrat 
Capital: Gandhinagar 
Chief Minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Commerce and Industry Ministry: On track to attract $100-bn FDI this fiscal  

 The Central government said that India is on track to attract USD 100 billion in Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in the current fiscal on account of economic reforms and ease of doing 
business. In 2021-22, India received the “highest ever” foreign inflows of USD 83.6 billion. 

 “This FDI has come from 101 countries, and invested across 31 union territories and states and 
57 sectors in the country. On the back of economic reforms and Ease of Doing Business in recent 
years, India is on track to attract USD 100 billion FDI in the current financial year,” the commerce 
and industry ministry said in a statement. The statement also mentions that the government has 
installed a liberal and transparent policy to attract foreign investment. Currently, most sectors of 
the Indian economy are open to FDI under an automatic route. 

 The Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India can be made under two routes- automatic and 
government routes. Under the automatic route, the investor requires no or very less permissions 
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) or from the Government of India to invest.  

 Meanwhile, during the April-June quarter of the current fiscal, FDI equity inflows in India dipped 
by 6% to $16.6 billion. 

 Foreign direct investment (FDI) is when a company takes controlling ownership in a business 
entity in another country. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 

 
  
 


