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INTERNATIONAL 
Passenger vehicle dispatches rise 21% in August as chip supply improves  

 Passenger vehicle wholesales in India witnessed a 21 per cent annual growth in August, riding on 
improved supplies of semiconductors and festive demand, according to the Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers. As per the latest data released by industry body Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), passenger vehicle (PV) dispatches to dealers stood at 
2,81,210 units last month, against 2,32,224 units in August 2021. Passenger car wholesales were 
up 23 per cent at 1,33,477 units last month, as against 1,08,508 units in the year-ago period, 
SIAM said. 

 Utility vehicle dispatches were higher by 20 per cent at 1,35,497 units in August, as compared to 
1,12,863 units in the same month a year ago. Similarly, total two-wheeler wholesales increased 
to 15,57,429 units last month, compared to 13,38,740 units in the year-ago period, a growth of 
16 per cent. Motorcycle wholesales grew by 23 per cent at 10,16,794 units in August 2022, as 
compared to 8,25,849 units in the year-ago month. Scooter sales were higher by 10 per cent at 
5,04,146 units last month, as against 4,60,284 units in August 2021, SIAM said. 

 The increase in dispatches from manufacturers to their dealers comes on the back of 
improvement in semiconductor shortage issues and also preparation to meet festive season 
demand. 

 
NATIONAL 

Chhattisgarh gets two more districts, takes total to 33 

 Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the 32nd and 33rd districts of the 
State. Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur and Sakti were announced as the 32nd and 33rd 
districts of Chhattisgarh. Sakti is carved out from Janjgir-Champa, and Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur is carved out from the Koriya district. 

 The Chattisgarh Chief Minister said that people have been demanding the creation of the 
Manendragarh district for a very long time and it has been a long-term struggle to create 
Manendragarh as a district. Three new districts have been inaugurated in Chattisgarh by the 
Chief Minister. There are now, 33 districts in Chattisgarh including Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh 
Chowki, Sarangarh-Bilaigarh, and Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-Gandai. 
About Chhattisgarh: 
Capital: Raipur (Executive Branch) 
Governor: Anusuiya Uikey 
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel 

 
NITI Aayog, WRI launches e-FAST - India’s first national electric freight platform  

 NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute (WRI), launched India’s first National Electric Freight 
Platform- E-FAST India (Electric Freight Accelerator for Sustainable Transport-India). The National 
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Electric Freight Platform brings different stakeholders together with the support of the World 
Economic Forum, CALSTART, and RMI India. 

 The platform aims to raise awareness of freight electrification bolstered by an on-ground 
demonstration pilot and evidence-based research. 

 The launch of E-Fast India has witnessed participation from major automobile industries, logistics 
companies, development banks, and fin-tech companies. 

 The TCO Evaluator is an intuitive excel-based application, which helps in analyzing cost 
components and performance parameters. 

 The parameters included light, medium, and heavy-duty freight and compared electric variants 
with their diesel, petrol, and CNG counterparts to identify their impact on TCO per km. 
About NITI Aayog: 
Formed: 1 January 2015 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Chairperson: Narendra Modi 
Founder: National Democratic Alliance 

 
SPORTS 

Australia captain Aaron Finch announces retirement from one-day cricket 

 Aaron Finch, Australia’s captain announced his retirement from one-day international cricket 
after Australia’s third and final ODI against New Zealand. Finch will continue to be the captain of 
the Australian cricket team for T20 and will lead it in defense of its world title in the T20 World 
Cup which is going to be held in October and November in Australia. 

 Finch is known as one of the most damaging opening batters in the world, Finch has scored 5,401 
runs in the ODI format with an average of close to 40, and 17 centuries. 

 Aaron Finch is a top-order Batsman and is known for his ability to finish matches with his 
amazing batting skills. In 2006, Finch earned his place in the U-19 Australian cricket team for 
World Cup. He started as a middle-order batsman. In IPL, he became an acknowledged batsman 
as he scored 41 runs in just 17 balls against Chennai Super Kings. In 2013, Finch made his ODI 
debut and scored 5,041 runs. In 2018, he became the first player to reach 900 rating points on 
the official International Cricket Council (ICC) T20 rankings. Finch domestically played for 
Victoria, Surrey, and Melbourne Renegades. 
About Australia: 
Currency: Australian dollar   
Capital: Canberra 
Prime Minister: Anthony Albanese 

 
Sikkim to host Ranji Trophy matches for the first time 

 Sikkim will be hosting Ranji Trophy matches at home for the first time when they welcome three 
teams to the hill State in the forthcoming Indian domestic season. 

 Sikkim Cricket Association has previously hosted First Class matches, at adopted home venues, 
and to be able to bring the biggest domestic tournament in India home is a historic and hugely 
significant step forward for cricket in Sikkim. 

 SICA president Lobzang G. Tenzing stated, “To host First Class matches is no mean feat for a 
State association which got full membership just four years back.” 
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 He thanked Board of Control for Cricket in India for trusting SICA with “such huge responsibility” 
and assured to be a perfect host.  

 The BCCI’s decision to allow Sikkim to host three of its Ranji Trophy matches at home will 
certainly play a game changer in the promotion of cricket in the State. 

 Sikkim will play against Manipur, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh at SICA ground, at Mining. 
The venues for the remaining Plate Group matches, against Meghalaya and Bihar, are yet to be 
announced.    

 Along with Ranji Trophy matches, Sikkim will also play two Cooch Behar Trophy matches and 
three Col CK Nayudu Trophy matches at Mining. 

About Sikkim: 
Capital: Gangtok 
Governor: Ganga Prasad 
Chief Minister: Prem Singh Tamang 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

DRDO, Indian Army successfully conduct 6 flight tests of Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile System  

 Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) and the Indian Army completed six 
flight tests of the Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM) system from Integrated Test 
Range (ITR), Chandipur, on the Odisha Coast, as part of evaluation trials. 

 The QRSAM aims to provide a protective shield to the moving armored columns of the Army 
from aerial attacks. 

 The six flight tests were carried out against high-speed aerial targets mimicking various types of 
threats to evaluate the capability of the QRSAM as a short-range Surface Air Missile (SAM) 
system. 

 The different threat scenarios include long-range medium-altitude, short-range, high-altitude-
maneuvering target, low-radar signature with receding and crossing target, and salvo launch 
with two missiles fired in quick succession. 
About Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO): 
Headquarters: DRDO Bhavan, New Delhi 
Founded: 1958 
Jurisdiction: India 
Aircraft designed: Avatar, DRDO Lakshya, DRDO Nishant 
Subsidiary: Gas Turbine Research Establishment 
About Odisha: 
Governor: Ganeshi Lal 
Capital: Bhubaneswar 
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Volker Türk appointed new UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 The United Nations (UN) General Assembly approved Volker Türk of Austria to be the global 
body’s Human Rights Chief by UN Secretary¬-General Antonio Guterres. Volker Turk replaces 
Verónica Michelle Bachelet Jeria, a Chilean politician who served at the office of the UN High 
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Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) from 2018 to 2022. Turk, currently serving as assistant 
secretary-general for policy. 

 Previously, Volker Türk served as the Assistant High Commissioner for Protection at UN refugees, 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), Geneva. He had a long and successful career in the 
advancement of human rights globally. He served with the UN refugee agency in Malaysia, 
Kosovo and Bosnia Herzegovina, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Kuwait. His immediate 
challenge will be the controversial report of the accusation on China committing crimes against 
humanity and possibly genocide (mass murder) against the Uyghur people and abusing Muslim 
minorities. 
About United Nations (UN): 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres 
About United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 14 December 1950 
Founder: United Nations 
Head: High Commissioner for Refugees; Filippo Grandi 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Suicide Prevention Day 2022: 10th September 

 World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD), celebrated annually on 10th September, is organized by 
the International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) and endorsed by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). The overall goal of this day is to raise awareness about suicide prevention 
worldwide. Objectives include promoting stakeholder collaboration and self-empowerment to 
address self-harm and suicide through preventative action. 

 The theme of WSPD 2022, “Creating hope through action,” reflects the need for collective, action 
to address this urgent public health issue. This has been the triennial theme for World Suicide 
Prevention Day from 2021 to 2023. 

 According to experts at WHO, the motive of World Suicide Prevention Day is to make people 
realise that committing suicide is not the only way to end their problems.  

 World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) was established in 2003 by the International Association 
for Suicide Prevention in conjunction with the World Health Organization (WHO). 
About International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP): 
Founder: Erwin Ringel 
Founded: 1960 
About World Health Organization (WHO): 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 7 April 1948 
President: Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

 
Himalaya Diwas 2022: 9th September  

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga organized Himalayan Diwas on September 9th, in 
association with Naula Foundation. The day is celebrated with an aim to preserve the Himalayan 
ecosystem and region. This day is celebrated to mark the importance of the Himalayas. The 
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Himalayan hill cities face many challenges due to poor building planning and design, poor 
infrastructures like toads, water supply, sewage etc. and unprecedented felling of trees. 

 Himalaya Day 2022 was observed under the theme ‘Himalayas will be safe only when the 
interests of its residents are protected. 

 The day is observed highlighting that there is an urgent need to develop eco-sensitive hill town 
plans and designs. The Himalayas are a source of strength and a valuable heritage for the entire 
world. So it needs to be protected. Apart from promoting scientific knowledge, the day helps to 
raise awareness and community participation. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Singapore confers Meritorious Service Medal to former Navy chief Sunil Lanba 

 Former India Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba has been conferred Singapore’s prestigious 
military award, the Pingat Jasa Gemilang (Tentera) or Meritorious Service Medal (Military) 
(MSM(M)), by President Halimah Yacob. Admiral Lanba has been conferred the award for his 
outstanding contributions in enhancing the strong and long-standing bilateral defence 
relationship between the Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy. 

 Both navies concluded the Bilateral Agreement for Navy Cooperation in November 2017 and the 
Implementing Arrangement for Mutual Coordination, Logistics and Services Support in June 
2018, which established the framework for greater Navy-to-Navy interactions and expanded 
collaboration in areas of mutual interest such as submarine rescues, maritime-security 
information-sharing and logistics support. 

 With Lanba’s support, both navies also commemorated the Silver Jubilee of the Singapore-India 
Maritime Bilateral Exercise in 2018 and successfully conducted the inaugural Singapore-India-
Thailand Maritime Exercise (SITMEX) in September 2019. These professional exchanges have 
strengthened interoperability and deepened mutual understanding and trust between personnel 
from both militaries. 
About Singapore:  
Currency: Singapore dollar 
President: Halimah Yacob 
Capital: Singapore city 
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INTERNATIONAL 
In Kyiv, Blinken unveils $2 billion in U.S. military aid for Europe 

 U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken made an unscheduled visit to Kyiv, as the Biden 
administration announced major new military aid worth more than $2 billion for Ukraine and 
other European countries threatened by Russia. In meetings with senior Ukrainian officials, 
Blinken said the Biden administration had notified Congress of its intent to provide $2 billion in 
long-term Foreign Military Financing to Ukraine and 18 of its neighbors, including NATO 
members and regional security partners, that are “most potentially at risk for future Russian 
aggression.” 

 Pending expected congressional approval, about $1 billion of that will go to Ukraine and the rest 
will be divided among Albania, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, 
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Greece, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia and Slovenia, the State Department said. 

 Foreign Military Financing, or FMF, allows recipients to purchase U.S.-made defense equipment, 
often depending on their specific needs. The financing comes on top of a $675 million package of 
heavy weaponry, ammunition and armored vehicles for Ukraine alone that Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin announced earlier Thursday at a conference in Ramstein, Germany. 

 NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg and Ukraine’s defense minister as well as officials from 
allied countries. This contributions bring total U.S. aid to Ukraine to $15.2 billion since Biden took 
office. 
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres 
About NATO: 
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 
Founded: 4 April 1949, Washington, D.C., United States 
Secretary General: Jens Stoltenberg  

 
Mongolian President Gifts Horse to Rajnath Singh 

 The first Indian Defence Minister to visit Mongolia, Rajnath Singh was gifted a majestic horse 
“Tejas” by President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh. Seven years after Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
received a similar gift from the leadership of this country. In 2015, Prime Minister Modi received 
a special gift a brown racehorse from his then Mongolian counterpart Chimed Saikhanbileg 
during his historic visit to this country. The horse was named Kanthaka’. 

 Defence Minister Singh is on a five-day visit to Mongolia and Japan with an aim to expand India’s 
strategic and defence ties with the two countries in the backdrop of evolving regional security 
matrix and geo-political turmoil. 

 The Mongolian President expressed satisfaction with the expansion of relations and cooperation 
with India, Mongolia’s important third neighbour while pointing out that the official visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Mongolia in 2015, and the ongoing visit of the Defence 
Minister Singh are important impetus for further development. 

 Mongolia is known as the land of the horse, according to the American Museum of Natural 
History (AMNH). 
About Mongolia: 
Capital: Ulaanbaatar 
Currency: Mongolian tögrög 
President: Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh 
Official language: Mongolian 

 
US approves $450 million F-16 fleet sustainment programme to Pakistan  

 The Biden Administration has approved a whopping USD 450 million F-16 fighter jet fleet 
sustainment programme to Pakistan. As a notification to the US Congress, the State Department 
has made a determination approving a possible foreign military sale of F-16 case for sustainment 
and related equipment for an estimated cost of USD 450 million, arguing that this will sustain 
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Islamabad’s capability to meet current and future counterterrorism threats by maintaining its F-
16 fleet. 

 This is the first major security assistance to Pakistan after Trump in 2018 had announced to stop 
all defense and security assistance to Pakistan alleging that Islamabad was not a partner in its 
fight against terrorism.  

 Pakistan is an important counterterrorism partner, and as part of longstanding policy, the United 
States provides life cycle maintenance and sustainment packages for US-origin platforms,” a 
State Department spokesperson said. “Pakistan’s F-16 programme is an important part of the 
broader United States-Pakistan bilateral relationship.  

 According to the Congressional notification, the proposed sale does not include any new 
capabilities, weapons, or munitions. It said that Pakistan has requested to consolidate prior F-16 
sustainment and support cases to support the Pakistan Air Force F-16 fleet by reducing duplicate 
case activities and adding additional continued support elements. 
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres 
About Pakistan:  
Prime Minister: Shehbaz Sharif   
Capital: Islamabad 
Currency: Pakistani rupee 
President: Arif Alvi 

 
NATIONAL 

India, China troops begin disengagement from Gogra-Hotsprings in Ladakh 

 Indian and Chinese troops have begun disengaging at Patrolling Pillar (15) in the Gogra-Hotspring 
region of Eastern Ladakh, the government said. Forces of the two countries have been locked in 
a confrontational position in the area since April 2020. “On 8th September 2022, according to 
the consensus reached in the 16th round of India China Corps Commander Level Meeting, the 
Indian and Chinese troops in the area of Gogra-Hotsprings (PP-15) have begun to disengage in a 
coordinated and planned way, which is conducive to the peace and tranquility in the border 
areas,” a ‘Joint Statement’ issued by the Ministry of Defence said. 

 The 16th Corps Commander Level talks were held on July 17 this year at the Chushul-Moldo 
border meeting point on the Indian side.  

 In April this year, around the time that Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited India, the 
eastern neighbour also sent a proposal to India about disengagement of troops from Patrolling 
Point 15 in the Hot Spring Area.  

 “Multiple rounds of negotiations have taken place at various levels since then and a mutually 
agreeable formula of disengagement has been reached,” a government source said without 
revealing further details.  

 A ‘joint press release’ issued by the Ministry of External Affairs after the 16th Corps Commander 
level talks had said, “Building on the progress made at the last meeting on 11 March 2022, the 
two sides continued discussions for the resolution of the relevant issues along the LAC in the 
Western Sector in a constructive and forward looking manner. 
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About China: 
President: Xi Jinping   
Capital: Beijing 
Currency: Renminbi 
Official language: Mandarin 

 
Targeting to developing 300 Gati Shakti Terminals in next five years: Ashwini Vaishnaw  

 The Union Cabinet had approved a policy on long-term leasing of Railways’ land as well as a 
proposal to develop 300 Gati Shakti cargo terminals over the next five years. A senior official said 
on Thursday that the Railways expect an incremental revenue of at least ₹30,000 crore per 
annum from freight services when 300 Gati Shakti cargo terminals will be operational. 

 The 300 terminals planned by the Union Cabinet are expected to generate employment for 
30,000 people directly and 90,000 indirect jobs.  

 Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw talking about the achievements of ‘Gati Shakti Multi-Modal 
Cargo Terminal (GCT)’ which was launched in December last year, said that the ministry has got a 
very good response while briefing reporters on the Cabinet decisions. Vaishnav added, “The 
target of 300 terminals is a very achievable target. We already have 150 firm proposals, about 93 
applications have been received to build terminals and about 65 entities have expressed their 
interest.” 

 If an economy is served only by roads, its logistics cost is 17-18% of GDP and if it is served 100% 
by railways the logistics cost is 6-7%. So the difference is huge.”  Noting the benefits railways can 
provide in cargo, he said, “The railway is highly economical. If we want to reduce the logistics 
cost of the country, we need to move cargo away from roads and to railways. In India this cost is 
about 13-14% of GDP presently“. 
About Indian railways: 
Track length: 67.956 million m 
Customer service: 139 
Founded: 6 May 1836, India 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founders: Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Jagannath Shankarseth  

 
OBITURY 

Queen Elizabeth II, the UK's longest-serving monarch, has died at Balmoral aged 96 

 Queen Elizabeth II passes away: Queen Elizabeth II, who reigned the UK for 70 years, passed 
away at Balmoral at the age of 96. After worries about her health grew early, her family gathered 
at her Scottish estate. Queen Elizabeth II saw significant social change after ascending to the 
throne in 1952. The King and the Queen Consort will spend today (08.09.2022) and tomorrow 
(09.09.22) in Balmoral before departing for London. 

 Queen Elizabeth II was in placement under medical supervision, all of her children made their 
way to Balmoral, which is close to Aberdeen. 

 Queen Elizabeth II, who on Tuesday appointed Prime Minister Liz Truss, said she was the “rock” 
upon which modern Britain was founded and that she had “given us the stability and strength 
that we required.” 
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 The prime ministers served during her time in office, including Ms. Truss, who was born 101 
years after Winston Churchill, in 1874. 

 Queen Elizabeth II came under fire for not publicly commenting after Diana, Princess of Wales, 
died in a car accident in Paris in 1997. 
About United Kingdom: 
Government: Parliamentary system,Unitary state, Constitutional monarchy   
Capital: London 
Prime Minister: Liz Truss 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
Bhojpuri traditional dance exponent Ramchandra Manjhi passes away, at the age of 97 

 Padma Shri awardee Ramchandra Manjhi, whose performance in Bhojpuri folk dance ‘Naach’ for 
eight decades, has passed away. He was a famous performer of ‘Launda Naach’, a sub-set of 
‘Naach’, in which men crossdress as women. His passion for the dance form even in old age has 
brought him several honours, including Sangeet Natak Akademi Award (2017) and Padma Shri 
(2021). 

 Born in Saran district in Bihar in 1925, Manjhi was the last scion of the legendary Bhikhari 
Thakur’s ‘Naach’ form of folk dance. He was one of the members of the original troupe of 
Bhikhari Thakur, known as Shakespeare of Bhojpuri language. Manjhi was presently associated 
with the Saran-based Bhikhari Thakur Repertory Training & Research Centre, a troupe run by 
Jainendra Dost, a filmmaker and a renowned artist. 
About Bihar: 
Governor: Phagu Chauhan 
Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar 
Capital: Patna 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day to Protect Education from Attack 2022: 9th September 

 The International Day to Protect Education from Attack is an international observance 
established by a unanimous decision of the United Nations General Assembly in 2020. It is 
observed on September 9 of each year. The purpose of the day is to raise awareness regarding 
the importance of safeguarding schools as places of protection and safety for students and 
educators and the need to keep education at the top of the public agenda. 

 International Day to Protect Education From Attack aims to safeguard and shape the future of 
more than 75 million children in the age group of three to 18-year-olds living in 35 countries. This 
day sends a clear message regarding the importance of safeguarding schools and the safety of 
students, as well as educators and giving the children constant access to education. 

 The day was established by a unanimous decision of the UN General Assembly, calling on 
UNESCO and UNICEF to raise awareness of the plight of millions of children living in countries 
affected by conflict. This day was established in 2020 and is supported by UNESCO and UNICEF, 
and co-sponsored by 62 countries. This day aims to raise awareness of the plight of millions of 
children living in war-affected countries. 
About UNESCO: 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
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Head: Audrey Azoulay 
Founded: 16 November 1945 
About UNICEF: 
Executive Director: Henrietta H. Fore 
Founded: 11 December 1946 
Headquarters: New York, United States 

 
RANKING 

India ranks 132 in UNDP's Human Development Index, amid a global fall  

 A report on the 2021 Human Development Index (HDI) is part of the Human Development Report 
2021-2022 released by the United Nations Development Programme. The HDI measures the 
average achievement of a country in three basic dimensions of human development — a long 
and healthy life, education and a decent standard of living. It is calculated using four indicators 
— life expectancy at birth, mean years of schooling, expected years of schooling, and the Gross 
National Income (GNI) per capita. 

 For the first time on record, the global Human Development Index (HDI) has dropped for two 
years in a row, taking the world back to just after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement. 

 Every year a few countries face declines on the HDI, but over 90 per cent of countries saw their 
HDI value drop in either 2020 or 2021. 

 Furthermore, while only a third of very high HDI countries saw a decline in 2021 (compared with 
over 90 per cent in 2020), about 60 per cent of low and medium HDI and high HDI countries did 
(in 2021)”, the report notes. 

 India ranked 132nd among 191 countries and territories on the 2021 Human Development Index 
(HDI). In the 2020 report, India had ranked 131st among 189 countries and territories.  

 India’s latest HDI value of 0.633 places the country in the medium human development category, 
lower than its value of 0.645 in the 2020 report. The report attributes the drop in HDI from 0.645 
in 2019 to 0.633 in 2021 to India’s falling life expectancy — from 69.7 years to 67.2 years during 
the survey period. 

 India scored 0.123 in the Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) with a headcount ratio of 27.9 
per cent, with 8.8 per cent population reeling under severe multidimensional poverty. 

 Among India’s neighbours, Sri Lanka (73rd), China (79th), Bangladesh (129th), and Bhutan 
(127th) are ranked above India, while Pakistan (161st), Nepal (143rd), and Myanmar (149th) are 
worse off. 
About UNDP: 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Founded: 22 November 1965, United States 
Parent organization: United Nations General Assembly 
Subsidiary: United Nations Volunteers 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Adani Group to build 3 giga factories as part of $70 billion clean energy investment  

 Asia’s richest man Gautam Adani, a ports-to-power conglomerate will build three Giga factories 
for manufacturing solar modules, wind turbines, and hydrogen electrolyzers as part of a USD 70 
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billion investment in clean energy by 2030. Adani group is stepping up investments across the 
green energy value chain as it aims to become the world’s top renewable energy producer by 
2030. 

 The new giga factory for power electronics will be in addition to four giga factories announced 
last year for making integrated solar PV modules that will produce electricity from sunlight, 
electrolyzers that produce hydrogen from water, fuel cells and batteries to store energy from 
the grid as well as 20 GW solar energy capacity by 2025 for captive needs. 

About Adani Group:  
Headquarters: Ahmedabad 
Founder: Gautam Adani 
Founded: 1988 
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NATIONAL 
Healthcare sector in India to become $50 billion industry by 2025: Jitendra Singh  

 India’s healthcare industry is expected to grow to hit $50 billion in size by 2025, said Union 
minister Jitendra Singh. Addressing the 14th CII Global MedTech Summit, “Seizing the Global 
Opportunity”, the minister said that under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, healthcare has 
become more focused on innovation and technology over the past two years. About 80% of the 
healthcare system aims to increase investment in digital healthcare tools in the coming five 
years. 

 The minister added that the prime objective of the government is to reduce import dependence 
from 80% to below 30% in next 10 years and ensure self-reliance quotient of 80% in med-tech 
through Make in India with SMART milestones. Towards this, the Indian government has 
undertaken structural and sustained reforms to strengthen the healthcare sector and has also 
announced conducive policies for encouraging FDI.  

 “It is expected that India becomes one of the top markets in medical devices upwards of 14% – 
15%. This global position is attainable by achieving the targets set in the National Infrastructure 
Pipeline 2020, to build 73 new medical colleges to increase domestic consumption and improve 
healthcare infrastructure.” 

 The minister added that India aims to achieve 10-12% of the global market share of medical 
devices industry to arrive at a $100 billion to $300 billion industry, adding that the country will 
have about 50 clusters for faster clinical testing of medical devices to boost product 
development and innovation. 

 
MoE launches Shikshak Parv, an initiative to felicitate teachers  

 Ministry of Education launches Shikshak Parv: Shikshak Parv was launched by Union Ministers 
Annapurna Devi and Rajkumar Ranjan Singh to honour teachers and advance the new National 
Education Policy (NEP). An inaugural colloquium hosted by the Ministry of Education, CBSE, 
AICTE, and the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship marked the beginning of 
Shikshak Parv. 
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 According to Minister of State (MoS) for Education Annapurna Devi, under NEP 2020, teachers 
will have to work on the future action plan as per the notion of an integrated and 
interdisciplinary approach. 

 Teachers, whether in schools or higher education, have a shared mission, according to MoS 
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, and the goal of these honours is to acknowledge exemplary practises, 
academic leadership, and institution building. 

 
Union Cabinet approves PM-SHRI scheme for school upgradation  

 Union Cabinet approved the PM Schools for Rising India scheme(SHRI), a new centrally 
sponsored scheme that aims the development of more than 14500 schools across the country by 
strengthening select existing schools being managed by all forms of governments across the 
country. 

 The PM SHRI schools will aim at delivering quality teaching for the cognitive development of 
students and creating and nurturing holistic and well-rounded individuals equipped with key 
21st-century skills. They will also showcase all components of the National Education Policy 2020 
by education in an equitable, inclusive and joyful school environment that takes care of the 
diverse background, multilingual needs, and different academic abilities of children. 

 The focus in PM SHRI schools will be on the learning outcomes of every child in every grade and 
the assessment of students will be based on conceptual understanding and application of 
knowledge in real-life situations. The assessment of students will be done through a School 
Quality Assessment Framework (SQAF) which is being developed. 

 Under the scheme, PM SHRI schools will be developed as Green schools which would entail 
incorporating environment-friendly aspects like solar panels and LED lights, nutrition gardens 
with natural farming, waste management, plastic-free, water conservation and harvesting, the 
study of traditions/practices related to protection of environment, climate change related 
hackathon and awareness generation to adopt a sustainable lifestyle. 

 
Army undertakes 'reorientation' of troops in Arunachal Pradesh 

 After significantly upgrading firepower and infrastructure along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, the Army is on a major drive for capability and 
infrastructure development in the rest of Arunachal Pradesh. This includes road, bridges, 
tunnels, habitat and storage facilities, aviation facilities and upgrade of communications and 
surveillance, especially in the Upper Dibang Valley region, according to multiple Army officials. 

 A capability development matrix was being employed and road development, construction of 
habitat and aviation facilities were under way, Major General M.S. Bains, General Officer 
Commanding of the Army’s 2 Mountain Division, headquartered at Dinjan, told a group of 
journalists. 

 The capability and infrastructure development in the region was being undertaken under five 
verticals — habitat, aviation, road infrastructure, operational logistics and security infrastructure. 
Of this, the strategic roads and border roads were being constructed by Central government 
agencies and Border Roads Organisation, while the Army was building the last mile tracks to 
connect these roads to the forwards posts on the Line of Actual Control. 
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 The Area of Responsibility of 2 Division covers the districts of upper Dibang, lower Dibang, 
Namsai, Lohit and Anjaw in Arunachal Pradesh. While Tawang and Kameng area is under the 
Army’s 4 Corps headquartered at Tezpur, RALP is under the 3 Corps based at Dimapur. 
About Arunachal Pradesh: 
Capital: Itanagar (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu 
Governor: B. D. Mishra 
Official animal: Gayal 

 
OBITURY 

Asian Games, Commonwealth medal-winning boxer Birju Sah passes away 

 Indian boxer, Birju Sah has passed away recently, the first Indian boxer to win medals at both the 
Asian and Commonwealth Games. He was 48. He won bronze medals at both the 
Commonwealth & Asian Games in 1994. Sah’s first significant international success came at 19 in 
the 1993 Asian Junior Championships in Bangkok, Thailand. He took bronze in the light flyweight 
(45-48kg) division. The success on the continental stage was noticed by the Indian boxing 
federation which selected Birju Sah for the senior national camp. 

 Birju Sah, though once ranked seventh in the world rankings, struggled to make ends meet after 
his retirement. He worked as a security guard in the Tatanagar area in Jamshedpur but stayed 
connected with his sport by coaching underprivileged kids from nearby areas for free. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Shri Sanjay Kumar Verma appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to Canada  

 Senior diplomat Sanjay Kumar Verma has been appointed as India’s next high commissioner to 
Canada. He succeeds Acting High Commissioner Anshuman Gaur. Verma is a 1988 batch officer 
of the Indian Foreign Service and is currently the ambassador of India to Japan. He is expected to 
take up the Canada assignment shortly. Among other postings, Verma has served in Indian 
missions in Hong Kong, China, Vietnam and Turkey. He has also served as Consul General of India 
in Milan, Italy. 
About Canada: 
Prime minister: Justin Trudeau   
Capital: Ottawa 
Currency: Canadian dollar 
Official languages: French, English 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Literacy Day 2022: 8th September 

 International Literacy Day (ILD) is celebrated on 8 September every year all across the globe to 
make people aware of the meaning and importance of literacy for individuals and societies. The 
day spread awareness about the importance of literacy for individuals, communities, and 
societies and the need for intensified efforts towards more literate societies. 

 This year’s International Literacy Day will be celebrated worldwide under the theme, 
“Transforming Literacy Learning Spaces” and will be an opportunity to rethink the fundamental 
importance of literacy learning spaces to build resilience and ensure quality, equitable, and 
inclusive education for all. 
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 On this International Literacy Day which is celebrated on 8 September, let’s spread awareness 
about the importance of literacy for individuals, communities, and societies. Students celebrate 
this day to raise awareness and concern for literacy problems that exist all across. 
About UNESCO:  
Founded: 16 November 1945 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
Members: 193 countries 
Head: Audrey Azoulay 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Bengal Bags Intl Tourism Award for Best Destination for Culture; Mamata to Attend Event in Berlin 

 West Bengal has been accredited the International Travel Award 2023 for Best Destination for 
Culture by the Pacific Area Travel Writers Association (PATWA), an affiliate member of the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). The award will be presented at the World 
Tourism and Aviation Leaders’ Summit in Berlin, Germany, on March 9, 2023. For the second 
year in a row, World Travel Awards selected the Republic of Cuba as the Caribbean’s Leading 
Cultural Destination in 2022. 

 The Pacific Area Travel Writers Association (PATWA) is a professional travel writers organisation 
established in 1998. It collaborates with the public and private sectors to encourage sustainable 
development and enhance the quality of travel and tourism. PATWA upholds the fundamental 
principles of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the 
United Nations (UN), and the UNWTO. 
 About UNWTO: 
Headquarters: Madrid, Spain 
Founded: 1946 
Head: Secretary-General; Zurab Pololikashvili 
About West Bengal: 
Capital: Kolkata 
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee 
Governor: Shri La. Ganesan 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Digital currency to bring down time, cost for cross-border transactions: RBI’s Sankar 

 Central bank digital currency (CBDC), to be launched this year, could become a tool for reducing 
time and cost for cross-border transactions, Reserve Bank Deputy Governor T Rabi Sankar said. 
The RBI has proposed to launch on a pilot basis this year, as announced in the Budget by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. In the Union Budget for 2022-23, the finance minister had said the 
RBI would roll out a digital equivalent to the rupee in the current financial year. 

 “We have to understand that internationalisation of CBDC is crucial to addressing the payments 
issue that bodies like G-20 and Bank for International Settlements (BIS) are dealing with now,” he 
said at India Ideas Summit. Observing that India has an excellent, cheap and fast domestic 
payments system, he said the cost of cross-border payment, however, is still high. There is a lot 
of scope for improvement in terms of both cost and speed, he noted. 

 CBDC is probably the most efficient answer to this, he said, adding, for example, if India CBDC 
and the US CBDC systems can talk to each other, we don’t have to wait for settling transactions. 
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“That massively takes out the settlement risk from cross border transaction that reduces time, 
that reduces cost. So, CBDC internationalisation is something that I’m looking forward. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
Jurisdiction: India 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 

 
Google Cloud, HDFC ERGO team up to digitise insurance buying in India 

 HDFC ERGO General Insurance has roped in Google Cloud to build an online platform for selling 
insurance. HDFC ERGO plans to completely migrate to the cloud by 2024. This online platform for 
selling insurance, offering tailored digital experiences to customers, responding to regulatory 
changes faster, and identifying insurance risks using data analytics and machine learning (ML). 

 Google Cloud will also assist the insurance provider with IT systems integration and building new 
applications. Google will also provide them AI/ML technologies to build predictive insights and 
mitigate insurance fraud. Google Cloud enables us to efficiently unlock the full potential of HDFC 
ERGO’s wide insurance solutions. This partnership underscores our commitment to delivering a 
seamless user experience by digitising the customer journey end-to-end.” 
About HDFC ERGO General Insurance: 
CEO: Ritesh Kumar 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 2002 

 

Current Affairs PDF- SEPTEMBER 07, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Sri Lanka at critical juncture: UN report urges progress on accountability, institutional and security 
sector reforms 

 The United Nations Human Rights Council on May 27 passed a deeply flawed resolution on Sri 
Lanka that ignores calls for an international investigation into alleged abuses during recent 
fighting and other pressing human rights concerns, Human Rights Watch said. The council held a 
special session on May 26 and 27, 2009, on the human rights situation in Sri Lanka, a decade 
after the defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) by government forces. 

 The resolution passed with 29 votes in favor, 12 against, and 6 abstentions. It largely commends 
the Sri Lankan government for its current policies and fails to address serious allegations of 
violations of human rights and humanitarian law by government forces, focusing only on the 
abuses committed by the LTTE. 

 Human Rights Watch said that Brazil, Cuba, India, and Pakistan led efforts to prevent the passage 
of a stronger resolution that was put forward by the 17 members of the council that convened 
the Special Session: Argentina, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Italy, 
Mauritius, Mexico, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Slovakia, South Korea, Switzerland, Ukraine, 
Uruguay, and the United Kingdom.  
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
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Headquarters: New York, New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres 
About Sri Lanka: 
Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
President: Ranil Wickremesinghe 
Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
Prime Minister: Dinesh Gunawardena 
Official languages: Sinhala, Tamil 

 
NATIONAL 

Pudhumai Penn scheme launch in Tamil Nadu  

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on September 5 launched the Moovalur Ramamirtham 
Ammaiyar Higher Education Assurance scheme titled 'Pudhumai Penn' at a function in Chennai, 
in the presence of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. 

 During the event held at Bharathi Women’s College in Chennai on Teachers’ Day, Mr. Kejriwal 
also unveiled 26 schools of excellence and 15 model schools set up by the Tamil Nadu 
government emulating the model by his AAP government in Delhi. 

 Mr. Kejriwal termed 'Pudhumai Penn' a "revolutionary scheme" which was "going to prove 
pathbreaking and revolutionary in the times to come." Under Pudhumai Penn scheme, girl 
students, who studied from Class V to Class XII in state government schools would be paid a 
monthly assistance of ₹1,000 till they complete their graduation or diploma. 

 During his first visit to Tamil Nadu as the chief guest for the inauguration of a State government 
scheme, Mr. Kejriwal said, "We might belong to different political parties, but there is so much of 
good work that each government in each State is doing. And it is extremely important that we 
learn from each other." 
About Tamil Nadu: 
Governor: R. N. Ravi 
Capital: Chennai 
Chief Minister: M. K. Stalin 

 
NGT slaps Rs 3500 cr fine on Bengal govt for waste management failure 

 The principal bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has asked the Bengal government to 
pay Rs 3,500 crore as “compensation” for violating the norms for the management of solid and 
liquid waste, a sum an environmental lawyer described as a national record 10 times over. 

 The Bengal government has the option to seek a review by the tribunal or move the Supreme 
Court. Although the bench used the word “compensation”, the money will be spent entirely on 
waste management in Bengal. On Saturday evening, state urban development minister Firhad 
Hakim told The Telegraph: “We have to check the order in detail before taking a decision. But as I 
understand, this is actually not a fine — the amount has to be kept separately for use in solid 
waste management alone.”  

 The bench has asked the state to deposit the amount within two months in a “separate ring-
fenced account” dedicated to solid waste management. The account will be operated according 
to the directions of the chief secretary (currently, waste management is the domain of the urban 
development secretary), the bench said. 
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About National Green Tribunal (NGT): 
Enacted: 5 May 2010 
Bill published on: 31 July 2009 
Citation: Act No. 19 of 2010 
Committee report: 24 November 2009 
About West Bengal: 
Capital: Kolkata 
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee 
Governor: Shri La. Ganesan 

 
OBITURY 

Carnatic vocalist T.V. sankaranarayanan passed away 

 Renowned Carnatic musician TV Sankaranarayan (77) has passed away. He was the torch-bearer 
of the Madurai Mani Iyer style of Carnatic music. With his death six decades-long music career 
has ended. Sankaranarayan was also the son-in-law of Mani Iyer. He was the son of musicians 
Tiruvalangal Vembu Iyer and Gomati Ammal. 

 He was born in Mayiladuthurai, Tamil Nadu in 1945. His family came to Mayiladuthurai from 
Chennai during World War II. The family returned to Chennai in the 1950s. Although he studied 
law, he devoted his life to music. 

 Sankaranarayan had shared several stages with Madurai Mani Iyer. He won the Madras Music 
Academy’s Sangeeta Kalanidhi Award in 2003 and was honored with the Padma Bhushan by the 
country in the same year. Musicians Amrita Sankaranarayanan and Mahadevan are his children. 
About Tamil Nadu: 
Governor: R. N. Ravi 
Capital: Chennai 
Chief Minister: M. K. Stalin 
About Padma Bhushan: 
First awarded: 1954 
Established: 1954; 68 years ago 
Last awarded: 2022 
Total: 1287 
Next (higher): Padma Vibhushan 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Actor Kiccha Sudeep appointed brand ambassador for Karnataka govt scheme 

 The Karnataka government has appointed Kannada actor Kiccha Sudeep as the brand 
ambassador for “Punyakoti Dattu Yojana’ a cattle adoption scheme. The announcement was 
made by Animal Husbandry Minister Prabhu B Chavan. The minister also said that the actor has 
decided not to charge for being the ambassador of the scheme, which is aimed at encouraging 
adoption by the public for the purpose of rearing cattle in ‘goshalas’ (cow shelters). 

 Sudeep is known for his remarkable role in films such as ‘Pailwan’, ‘Eega (Makkhi)’, ‘Vikrant 
Rona’, ‘Sparsha’, ‘Huchcha’ and ‘No 73 Shanthi Nivasa’. Sudeep started his career with Thayavva 
film in 1997. He has since starred in several popular Kannada films. Apart from that, he is one of 
the few Kannada actors who has appeared in movies in other language films as well, with 
appearances including Rakta Charitra, Baahubali: The Beginning, Eega, and Dabangg 3. 
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About Karnataka: 
Chief Minister: Basavaraj Somappa Bommai; 
Capital: Bengaluru. 
Governor: Thawar Chand Gehlot  

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Clean Air for blue skies 2022: 7th September 

 The International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is observed globally on September 07 to 
promote and facilitate actions to improve air quality. It focuses on the transboundary nature of 
air pollution highlighting the need for collective accountability and collective action. It is an UN-
recognised day that aims to raise public awareness at all levels (individual, community, corporate 
and government) that clean air is important for health, productivity, the economy and the 
environment. 

 This year’s theme of “The Air We Share” focuses on the transboundary nature of air pollution, 
stressing the need for collective accountability and action. It also highlights the need for 
immediate and strategic international and regional cooperation for more efficient 
implementation of mitigation policies and actions to tackle air pollution. 

 The United Nations commemorates the International Day Of Clear Air For Blue Skies by hosting 
summits with member states. Attendees put forth their perspectives and discuss the data on the 
impacts of air pollution and air quality around the globe. 
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, New York, United States 
Secretary general: António Guterres 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

India to start CEPA talks with Bangladesh: PM Narendra Modi 

 Following a meeting with the visiting Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said India and Bangladesh will soon commence negotiations on a Bilateral 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). “We both believe that by taking 
lessons from the Covid pandemic and recent global developments, we need to make our 
economies stronger,” Modi said. 

 Notably, the talks on CEPA began informally in 2018, against the backdrop of increasing Chinese 
investments in Bangladesh. It also received greater attention given that existing regional free 
trade arrangements, like the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), have become dysfunctional. 
To date, the countries have run a joint study after agreeing to terms of reference. 

 The proposed CEPA between Bangladesh and India has three dimensions, namely trade in goods, 
trade in services, and investment.  

 It recognizes the significant benefits of bilateral economic and commercial ties. According to an 
official statement released by India’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 
About South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA): 
Establishment: 2004 
About Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): 
Establishment: January 1, 2010; 12 years ago 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Kattil Thekkethil wins Nehru Trophy boat race 

 Pallathuruthy Boat Club, Mahadevikadu Kattil Thekkethil Chundan has scripted its maiden 
triumph in the Nehru Trophy boat race for snake boats at the Punnamada Lake in Alappuzha. The 
club, led by Santhosh Chacko, completed a hat-trick of wins. A total of 77 boats, including 20 
snake boats, competed in this year’s Nehru Trophy. Nadubhagom, rowed by Kumarakom-based 
NCDC Boat Club, and Veeyapuram, powered by Punnamada club, finished second and third, 
respectively. Police Boat Club’s Chambakkulam came fourth. The top nine finishers will fight it 
out in next year’s Champions Boat League. 
About Kerala: 
Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan 
Capital: Thiruvananthapuram 
Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan 

 
RANKING 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat Top States In Implementing POSHAN Abhiyaan Scheme: NITI 
Aayog’s Report 

 Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat have been ranked as the top three states among 
larger states in terms of the overall implementation of the Centre’s flagship Poshan Abhiyaan, 
according to a Niti Aayog report. Sikkim was the best performer among the small states. The 
report titled ‘Preserving Progress on Nutrition in India: Poshan Abhiyan in Pandemic Times’ 
further said that 12 out of 19 large states had an implementation score of over 70 per cent. 
While Dadar and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu topped among Union Territories (UTs), Punjab 
and Bihar were the lowest performers among larger states in terms of the overall 
implementation of Poshan Abhiyaan, as per the government think tank report. 

 However, it said, coverage remained low in Bihar (65 per cent pregnant women, 62 per cent 
lactating women, and 52 per cent children), Punjab (78 per cent pregnant women, 76 per cent 
lactating women, and 65 per cent children), Sikkim (84 per cent pregnant women, 84 per cent 
lactating women, and 77 per cent children) and Jammu and Kashmir (49 per cent pregnant 
women, 51 per cent lactating women, and 54 per cent children). 

 Noting that overall fund utilisation under Poshan Abhiyaan is low, with less than 50 per cent of 
funds utilised in 23 states and UTs, the report said. 
About NITI Aayog: 
Formed: 1 January 2015 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Chairperson: Narendra Modi 
Founder: National Democratic Alliance 

 
Digital India Mission: Uttar Pradesh is one top ranks 

 Uttar Pradesh, with 9.12 million cases, ranks at the top in the number of disposal and entry of 
cases through the e-Prosecution portal managed by the Union government under its Digital India 
Mission. According to the figures till the end of August, Madhya Pradesh followed in second spot 
at 2.31 million, Bihar with 859,000, Gujarat with 487,000 and Chhattisgarh with 383,000 cases. 
UP also ranks at the top in disposal of online cases on this portal, with about 470,000 entries, 
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followed by 170,000 for MP and 125,000 for Gujarat. The portal launched by states two years 
ago is an initiative of the home, IT and law ministries for helping courts and the prosecution 
system in accelerating criminal trials in heinous crimes. 

 Under the system, officials ensure that witnesses are informed through SMS about their day of 
appearance in court, reach out to the concerned government advocates and help in prompt 
disposal of cases, with the entire database of the case structured to help the prosecution, an 
official said. The portal provides for e-communication between the police department and the 
prosecution directorate under the Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) that enables 
transfer of data among courts, police, jails and forensic science laboratories. 

 In the next 100 days, the department aims at securing conviction of 1,000 convicts under POCSO 
Act and crimes against women. It is also planned to ensure conviction in crimes under POCSO Act 
within one month, and ensure punishment in at least 90 per cent of the decided cases under the 
Arms Act. The e-Prosecution Mobile app is also being developed which will incorporate 
digitisation of all judicial procedures of prosecutors in courts. According to Additional Director 
General of Police Ashutosh Pandey, the Prosecution department is conducting a 100-day special 
campaign under the Mission Shakti for women empowerment. 
About Uttar Pradesh: 
Capital: Lucknow (Executive Branch)   
Governor: Anandiben Patel 
Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath 

  

Current Affairs PDF- SEPTEMBER 06, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Liz Truss To Be UK's 3rd Woman Prime Minister 

 Liz Truss: Mary Elizabeth Truss, a British politician who was born on July 26, 1975, is now the 
leader of the Conservative Party and is slated to become prime minister of the UK on September 
6, 2022. 

 Since 2021, she has held the positions of Minister for Women and Equalities and Secretary of 
State for Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Affairs. 

 Liz Truss is a Conservative Party member and has served as the South West Norfolk MP since 
2010. 

 Under Prime Ministers Theresa May, Boris Johnson, and David Cameron, she held a number of 
Cabinet positions. 

 Liz Truss won the South West Norfolk district in the general election of 2010. 

 Liz Truss prior to being named by Cameron to the Cabinet as Secretary of State for the 
Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs during the 2014 cabinet reshuffle, Truss served as 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Childcare and Education from 2012 to 2014. 

 In December 2021, she was named the government’s principal negotiator with the EU and UK 
chair of the EU-UK Partnership Council. 

 Johnson resigned, and Truss was elected leader of the Conservative Party in 2022. 
About United Kingdom: 
Prime minister: Boris Johnson   
Capital: London 
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Currency: Pound sterling 
 

NATIONAL 
Rajpath set to be renamed Kartavya Path : GOI 

 The government of India has announced to change the name of Rajpath and Central Vista lawns 
into Kartavya Path. The decision is said to shed remnants of the British colony in India. The 
decision came after a special meeting on September 7, convened with the aim of renaming the 
Rajpath and Central Vista lawns.  Earlier, the Modi government had changed the name of the 
road on which the Prime Minister’s residence is, from Race Course Road to Lok Kalyan Marg. 

 Kartavya Path includes the entire avenue and area from the Netaji Statue to the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. The route runs from Rashtrapati Bhavan on Raisina Hill through Vijay Chowk and India 
Gate to National Stadium in Delhi. The decision comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
address to the nation on independence day where he stressed the factors leading to the 
abolition of symbols and signs relating to the colonial mindset. 

 The Central Vista redevelopment project includes a new triangular Parliament building, a 
common Central Secretariat, rejuvenation of the three-kilometre Rajpath, new Prime Minister’s 
residence and offices and a new Vice President’s Enclave. 
About Government of India (GOI): 
Ministries: 57 
Founded: 26 January 1950 
Founder: Constitution of India 
Responsible to: Lok Sabha 
Legislature: Parliament 
Seat: Raisina Hill (Official Seat of the Government of India) 

 
Indian Army Chief Manoj Pande Conferred Honorary Rank Of Nepal Army General 

 Indian Army chief General Manoj Pande was conferred the title of Honorary General of the 
Nepali Army by Nepal President Bidya Devi Bhandari in Kathmandu. General Pande was 
honoured at a special ceremony at the President’s official residence ‘Shital Niwas’ in the capital 
city of Nepal. He has also presented a sword and scroll during the function. 

 On behalf of the Indian government, General Manoj Pande presented training equipment to 
Nepali Army, along with Light Vehicles which would augment the capabilities of Nepali Army 
personnel. 

 The practice follows a seven-decade-old tradition of decorating army chiefs of each other’s 
countries with the honorary title. Commander-in-Chief General KM Cariappa was the first Indian 
Army chief to be decorated with the title in 1950. In November last year, the Chief of the Nepali 
Army, General Prabhu Ram Sharma was also made the Honorary General of the Indian Army by 
President Ram Nath Kovind at a ceremony in New Delhi. 
About Indian Army : 

Motto(s): सेवा परमो धमम: (Sanskrit); Sēvā Paramō Dharma: (ISO); transl. "Service Before Self" 
Headquarters: Integrated Defence Headquarters, Ministry of Defence, New Delhi 
Founded: 1 April 1895, India 
Commander-in-Chief: President Draupadi Murmu 
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Notable commanders: Field Marshal K. M. Cariappa, OBE; Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, MC; 
General K. S. Thimayya, DSO  
About Nepal: 
Capital: Kathmandu 
Currency: Nepalese rupee 
President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari 
Prime Minister: Sher Bahadur Deuba 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

HAL-L&T consortium bags Rs 860-crore Isro contract for five PSLVs 

 5 PSLV rockets to be built by HAL-L&T: The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, HAL-L&T consortium, 
making the industry’s first entrance into end-to-end production of polar satellite launch vehicles, 
has secured a Rs 860 crore contract from NewSpace India Limited to produce five rockets (PSLV 
rockets). The HAL-L&T cooperation won the right to produce PSLV from beginning to end after 
three bids were subjected to a techno-commercial examination. 

 The PSLV, India’s third-generation launch vehicle, gets its mechanical systems and 60% of its 
electronic systems from the industry. The remaining percentages in both sectors are extremely 
complicated, though. 

 The government had approved raising NSIL’s authorised share capital from Rs 1,000 billion to Rs 
7,500 billion. 
About Hindustan Aeronautics Limited  (HAL): 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 1963, Bengaluru 
Founder: Walchand Hirachand 
About Larsen & Toubro (L&T): 
CEO: S N Subrahmanyan (Jul 2017–) 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 7 February 1946, Mumbai 
Founders: Henning Holck-Larsen, Søren Kristian Toubro 

 
ISRO successfully demonstrates IAD technology, rockets can now land back on earth; Third country to 
achieve feat 

 IAD technology successfully used by ISRO: The Inflatable Aerodynamic Decelerator (IAD), which 
ISRO says is a game-changer with numerous implications for future missions including to Mars 
and Venus, was successfully tested. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), an ISRO division, 
successfully test-flew an IAD from Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station on a “Rohini” 
sounding rocket (TERLS). 

 Scientists from India and beyond, as well as ISRO, frequently employ Rohini sounding rockets to 
fly demonstrations of new technologies. 

 Along with the IAD, new components including a micro video imaging system that recorded the 
IAD’s bloom and flight, a small software defined radio telemetry transmitter, a MEMS (Micro-
electromechanical systems)-based acoustic sensor, and a variety of new methodologies were all 
successfully flight tested. 
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 The IAD was first folded and stowed in the rocket’s cargo bay, according to the Indian Space 
Research Organisation, which has its headquarters in Bengaluru (ISRO). 
About Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO): 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 15 August 1969 
Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Justice Chandrachud is new chairperson of NALSA 

 Supreme Court judge Justice DY Chandrachud has been appointed as the next executive 
chairperson of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA). The post was previously held by 
the Chief Justice of India UU Lalit. President Droupadi Murmu has appointed Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud as the executive chairman of the NALSA.  Before being elevated as a judge of the 
Supreme Court, Justice Chandrachud served as the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court and 
prior to that a judge of the Bombay High Court. 

 The NALSA has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free 
Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society. 

 Its purpose is to provide free legal services to eligible candidates, and to organize Lok Adalats for 
the speedy resolution of cases. 

 While the CJI is the Patron-in-Chief, the second senior most judge of the Supreme Court of India 
is the executive chairperson of the Authority. 
About National Legal Services Authority (NALSA): 
Founded: 9 November 1995 
Headquarters location: New Delhi 
Motto: Access to Justice for All 

 
RANKING 

UIDAI tops Grievance Redressal Index in August 2022 

 Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has topped among all Ministries/Departments for 
resolving Public Grievances in the ranking. The report was published by the Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG). In a statement released by the Ministry 
of Electronics and IT, it is stated that UIDAI is further committed in serving the people of India 
and has been a catalyst for both ease of living and business. 

 UIDAI has been a top performer in the resolution of cases received through the Centralized 
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS). 

 UIDAI is further committed to serving residents of India and has been a catalyst for both ease of 
living and ease of doing business. 

 UIDAI has a robust grievance redressal mechanism in place comprising of UIDAI HQ Divisions, 
Regional Offices, Technology Centre and engaged Contact Centre partners, which is enabling 
UIDAI to resolve around 92% of CRM Grievances within 7 days. 
About UIDAI: 
Founded: 28 January 2009; 
Headquarters: New Delhi. 

  



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
India’s external debt rises by 8.2 pc to over USD 620 bn till March 2022 

 The External Debt Management Unit (EDMU) in the Department of economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, has released 28th edition of the Status Report on India’s External Debt 2021-22. India’s 
external debt, at US$ 620.7 billion as at end-March 2022, grew by 8.2 per cent over US$ 573.7 
billon as at end-March 2021. While 53.2 per cent of it was denominated in US dollar, Indian 
rupee denominated debt, estimated at 31.2 per cent, was the second largest. External debt as a 
ratio to GDP fell marginally to 19.9 per cent as at end-March 2022 from 21.2 per cent a year ago. 
Foreign currency reserves as a ratio to external debt stood slightly lower at 97.8 per cent as at 
end-March 2022 than 100.6 per cent a year ago. 

 
Services sector activity up in August on gains in new business, jobs creation 

 India’s dominant services industry grew faster than expected in August amid favourable demand 
conditions and some easing in cost pressures. The S&P Global India Services Purchasing 
Managers’ Index or PMI index rose to 57.2 in August from four-month low of 55.5 in July, 
surpassing the 55.0 estimate in a Reuters poll. It remained above the 50-mark separating growth 
from contraction for a 13th straight month. The survey showed that a stronger expansion in new 
business encouraged firms to hire at the quickest pace in more than 14 years. 

 “Indian services activity rose strongly midway through the second fiscal quarter, with the pace of 
expansion recovering some of the ground lost in July. 

 “While the rate of charge inflation was broadly similar to July, there was a considerably softer 
upturn in input costs.  

 Among the sectors, “finance and insurance was the brightest area of the service economy in 
August, leading with regards to growth of sales and output,” the economist said. 

 The survey also showed that services companies expect output growth over the coming 12 
months, with sentiment rising to its highest level in over four years. 
About S&P Global Corporation: 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
CEO: Douglas L. Peterson (1 Nov 2013) 
Founder: James H. McGraw 
Founded: 1917  New York, United States 
Formerly: McGraw–Hill, Inc. (1964–1995); The McGraw–Hill Companies, Inc. (1995–2013); 
McGraw Hill Financial, Inc. (2013–2016) 

 
CCI clears PayU's $4.7 billion acquisition of BillDesk  

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the acquisition of 100 percent equity of 
Indiaideas.com (Billdesk) by PayU Payments. The proposed combination relates to the 
acquisition of 100 percent of the equity share capital of India Ideas Ltd (IIL) by PayU India. Prosus 
NV-backed PayU announced in August 2021, that it will buy digital payments provider Billdesk for 
USD 4.7 billion. 

 It will make it one of the biggest deals in the Indian consumer internet space. The proposed 
combination pertains to the acquisition of an additional 10 percent stake in Apraava by CDPQ 
from CPL CPEC Holding Limited. 
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 PayU India provides payment aggregation services & CPDQ Infrastructure Asia II is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of CDPQ a global investor. 

 Apraava Energy is foreign investment in the Indian power sector with the investment spread 
across renewable and non-renewable energy. 
About Competition Commission of India (CCI): 
Founded: 14 October 2003 
Jurisdiction: India 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
First executive: Dhanendra Kumar 
Agency executive: Ashok Kumar Gupta (Chairperson) 
About BillDesk: 
Founded: 2000 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Owner: BillDesk 
Founders: M.N. Srinivasu, Ajay Kaushal, Karthik Ganapathy 
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NATIONAL 
Meghalaya CM launches 'Rural Backyard Piggery Scheme' for farmers' welfare 

 Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma has launched the ‘Rural Backyard Piggery Scheme’ to 
ensure the farmers earn a sustainable livelihood through different livestock farming activities. 
The Chief Minister said that the government through different welfare schemes is successfully 
providing income generation opportunities and economic prosperity to the farmers. 

 Under this mission, zero interest loan is provided for setting up fattening and pig breeding. So far 
250 piggery cooperative societies have availed loans amounting to Rs 43.67 crore. 

 The government has earmarked Rs 15.18 crore under which four high-yielding improved varieties 
will be distributed to 6000 families. 

 The Meghalaya Chief Minister informed that additional Rs 25 crore will be earmarked to roll out 
the second phase of the programme. 
About Meghalaya: 
Capital: Shillong; 
Chief Minister: Conrad Kongkal Sangma; 
Governor: Satya Pal Malik. 

 
CCRAS offers fellowship to support research in Ayurveda 

 The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) takes a unique initiative to 
support the research efforts of the upcoming bright mind of India. CCRAS has developed the 
Studentship Program for Ayurveda Research Ken (SPARK) for Ayurveda students (BAMS) in 
recognized Ayurveda colleges. 

 SPARK Program has been developed by the CCRAS to support the young minds of the students 
and to promote the culture of evidence-based scientific research in the field of Ayurveda. 

 SPARK Program will help the students to develop an acumen for research and to support their 
research ideas. 
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 SPARK Program aims to support the research ideas of the young upcoming students across all 
the Ayurveda colleges in India. 
About SPARK: 
Developer(s): Apache Spark 
Written in: Scala 
Available in: Scala, Java, SQL, Python, R, C#, F# 
License: Apache License 2.0 
Initial release: May 26, 2014; 8 years ago 
Operating system: Microsoft Windows, macOS, Linux 

  
SPORTS 

Max Verstappen wins F1 Dutch Grand Prix to delight of home crowd 

 This season had been a trying old slog for Lewis Hamilton at best and his frustration and 
disappointment at the Sisyphean task of repeatedly wrangling a recalcitrant Mercedes has been 
palpable. At the Dutch Grand Prix his boulder, his burden became just too heavy as his team left 
him floundering, impotent and indeed furious as his race fell apart. 

 Max Verstappen won in Zandvoort and this much at least had been expected — certainly by the 
105,000 orange-clad fans who roared their approval at every lap. Yet it had not quite been the 
celebratory jaunt from pole to flag they had anticipated and for the first time this season. 

 It was not to be as Verstappen made another major step towards securing his second title. He 
now leads Charles Leclerc and Sergio Pérez by 109 points, with seven races remaining and 190 
points on the table. Yet as the orange plumes of smoke dissipated in the wind over Zandvoort it 
was Hamilton’s reaction to what had transpired that had caught the attention. 

  
Anishka Biyani Wins Gold Medal in Malaysian Chess Meet 

 Six-year-old Anishka Biyani won the gold medal in the Malaysian Age Group Rapid Chess 
Championship at Kuala Lumpur on Sunday. 

 Anishka, a first-grade student of Dhirubhai Ambani school, achieved the feat in the Under-6 
Open category with an impressive score of four points out of a possible six to clinch the title in 
the girls category. 

 Participants from as many as eight countries took part in the competition. Earlier this year, 
Anishka also qualified as one of the best under-7 players in the All India FIDE rating chess 
tournament held in Yousufguda, Hyderabad. 

 ”Anishka is extremely talented and this is her first big international victory where she competed 
with the best players from across the world. It is good for her that she would play more such 
events in the future,” said her coach Durga Nagesh Guttula of SMCA in a release. 

 Anishka’s mother Tanushri Biyani was elated and thanked her coach for putting in all the efforts 
in training and grooming her. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

ACC names Captain B K Tyagi as the new CMD of Shipping Corporation of India 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has signed off on the proposal to appoint 
Captain Binesh Kumar Tyagi as the new chairman and managing director of Shipping Corporation 
of India Ltd (SCI). The appointment is for five years from the date of assumption of charge of the 
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post, or till the date of his superannuation, or until further orders, whichever is the earliest, 
according to an office order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training. 

 Captain Tyagi is currently the director looking after the liner and passenger services division at 
SCI which is in the process of being privatised by the government. Captain Tyagi graduated from 
Meerut University and joined SCI in 1990 as a trainee nautical officer and sailed on board various 
ships in different ranks including as master. In 2004, he came onshore and served in the 
technical, vetting, chartering and fleet personnel departments. 
About Shipping Corporation of India Ltd: 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 2 October 1961, Mumbai 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Teachers’ Day 2022: 5th September 

 Teachers’ Day or Shikshak Divas marks the birthday of the country’s first Vice President (1952–
1962) who went on to become the second President of India (1962-1967), a scholar, philosopher, 
Bharat Ratna awardee, Dr Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan. He was born on September 5 in the year 
1888. But teachers’ day was first observed in the year 1962 on his 77th birthday. He was a 
teacher who turned out to be a philosopher, scholar and politician. He dedicated his entire life to 
working towards the importance of education in people’s lives. 

 The theme for this year’s teachers’ day is ‘Leading in crisis, reimaging the future.’ 

 When Dr Radhakrishan took office of the second President of India in 1962, his students 
approached him to seek permission to celebrate September 5 as a special day. 

 Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was born in a Telugu-speaking Niyogi Brahmin family, in Tiruttani of 
Madras district in the erstwhile Madras Presidency (later in Andhra Pradesh till 1960, now in 
Tiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu since 1960).  

 
International Day of Charity 2022: 5th September 

 The International Day of Charity is observed on September 5. On this day, philanthropic and 
humanitarian efforts of any kind are honoured. September 5 was chosen to celebrate the day 
because it is Mother Teresa’s death anniversary. She devoted her life for charity and helping 
people in need. Her compassion and giving nature had made her a revered figure worldwide. 
Mother Teresa received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for “work undertaken in the struggle to 
overcome poverty and distress, which also constitute a threat to peace.” 

 September 5 was declared as the International Day of Charity, by a resolution adopted by United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on December 17, 2012. The resolution was co-sponsored by 
44 UN member nations. 

 The great personality passed away on 5 September 1997, at the age of 87. The International Day 
of Charity was first marked by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

First Homoeopathy International Health Summit held in Dubai 

 First Homeopathy International Health summit: The first Homeopathy International Health 
summit hosted by Dubai aimed to teach and promote a homeopathic system of medicine, 
medications, and practices. Burnett Homeopathy Pvt Limited, a company that deals with 
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homeopathic dilutions, mother tincture, lower trituration tablets, unique medicines including 
drops, syrups, skincare, hair care, and other homeopathic remedies, organised the summit. 

 Homeopathy is one of the greatest techniques to treat any sickness or ailment because its 
negative effects are so minimal in comparison to others. 

 The first global homeopathy health summit was also attended by a large number of top doctors 
from both India and throughout the world. 

 By 2030, it is predicted that the health industry will need to spend between 200 and 400 crore 
rupees annually due to climate change, as discussed in the first global homeopathy health 
summit. 
About UAE: 
Capital: Abu Dhabi 
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
President: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Barack Obama: Emmy win for narrating Netflix documentary 

 The former President of the United States Barack Obama won Emmy Award for his narration in 
the Netflix documentary “Our Great National Parks”. Obama already has two Grammys and is 
now halfway to an EGOT- the achievement of having won all four of the major American 
entertainment awards i.e. an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar, and a Tony. 

 The five-part Netflix documentary produced by “Higher Ground” productions, Barack and 
Michelle Obama’s production company, features national parks from across the globe. Barack 
Obama has previously received Grammy Awards for the audiobook readings of his memoirs “The 
Audacity of Hope” and “A Promised Land.” Michelle Obama received her own Grammy in 2020 
for reading her audiobook. Obama was the biggest name in a category that was full of celebrity 
nominees including Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, David Attenborough and Lupita Nyong’o. 
About United states: 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘Divorce and Democracy: A History of Personal Law in Post-Independence India’ by Saumya 
Saxena 

 A new book on divorce laws and various religions in the post-colonial era was released at the 
India International Centre. The book ‘Divorce and Democracy: A History of Personal Law in Post-
Independence India’ talks about family law, religion, and gender politics in India. The book has 
written by Saumya Saxena, a British Academy Fellow at the faculty of History, University of 
Cambridge, the book talks about the Indian state’s difficult dialogue with divorce, which 
reconciles largely through religion. 

 This book captures the Indian state’s difficult dialogue with divorce, mediated largely through 
religion. By mapping the trajectories of marriage and divorce laws of Hindu, Muslim, and 
Christian communities in post-colonial India, it explores the dynamic interplay between law, 
religion, family, minority rights and gender in Indian politics. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 Personal law, therefore, played a key role in defining the place of religion and determining the 
content of secularism in India’s democracy. The book shows a dynamic interplay between law, 
religion, family, minority rights, and gender in Indian politics. The book will include the demands 
of both men and women. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Unemployment rate falls from 7.6 per cent in April to June this year: PLFS  

 The unemployment rate in India for people aged 15 years and above in urban areas declined to 
7.6 per cent during April-June 2022 from 12.6 per cent a year ago, the National Statistical Office 
(NSO) said on 31 August. In April-June 2021, the joblessness was high in the country mainly due 
to the staggering impact of Covid-related restrictions. The latest data underlined a decline in 
unemployment rate amid improved labour force participation ratio, point towards a sustained 
economic recovery from the shadow of the pandemic. 

 In January-March 2022, the unemployment rate in India for persons aged 15 years and above 
was 8.2 per cent in urban areas, the 15th Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) showed. 

 As per the NSO data, the Labour force participation rate in CWS (Current Weekly Status) in urban 
areas for persons aged 15 years and above increased to 47.5 per cent in the April-June quarter of 
2022, from 46.8 per cent in the same period a year ago. It was 47.3 per cent in January-March 
2022. The Worker Population Ratio (WPR) in CWS in urban areas for persons aged 15 years and 
above stood at 43.9 per cent in April-June, 2022, up from 40.9 per cent in the same period a year 
ago. It was 43.4 per cent in January-March 2022. 

 
India set to become 3rd largest economy in the world, report says 

 India is set to become the third largest economy in the world by 2029. A State Bank of India 
report said India will surpass Germany in 2027 and most likely Japan by 2029 at the current rate 
of growth. The report said that the country has undergone a large structural shift since 2014 and 
is now the 5th largest economy overtaking the United Kingdom. The path taken by India since 
2014 reveals the country is likely to get the tag of 3rd largest economy in 2029, a movement of 7 
places upwards since 2014 when India was ranked 10th, it said. 

 The research report from SBI’s Economic Research Department highlighted that Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) growth rate for FY23 is estimated between 6.7-7.7 per cent, but it is normal to 
have a 6-6.5 per cent growth due to global uncertainties. According to a Bloomberg report on 
Friday, India had surpassed Britain to become the world’s fifth largest economy. India extended 
its lead in the first quarter, showed the GDP figures from the International Monetary Fund. But, 
as per the SBI report, India had surpassed the UK as the fifth largest economy as early as 
December 2021 itself. 

 “The share of India’s GDP is now at 3.5 per cent, as against 2.6 per cent in 2014, and is likely to 
cross 4 per cent in 2027, which is the current share of Germany in global GDP,” the report added.  

 As per World Bank data it had a GDP per capita of $2,277 in 2021, whereas the UK had a per 
capita income of $47,334. China’s per capita income was nearly six times India’s at $12,556 in 
2021. 
About SBI: 
Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
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Founded: 1 July 1955 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to begin visit to Mongolia on September 5 

 Defence Minister to hold bilateral talks to further consolidate defence cooperation between the 
two countries. He will also travel to Japan for the 2+2 Ministerial dialogue. In a first, Union 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is scheduled to visit to Mongolia from September 5 to 7. “The 
upcoming visit is the first ever visit by an Indian Defence Minister to Mongolia and will further 
consolidate the defence cooperation and strategic partnership between the two countries,” the 
Defence Ministry said. He is also scheduled travel to Japan for the 2+2 Ministerial dialogue. 

 During the visit, Mr. Singh will hold bilateral talks with his Mongolian counterpart Lt Gen. 
Saikhanbaya and also call on the President of Mongolia, U. Khurelsukh and Chairman of the State 
Great Khural of Mongolia, G. Zandanshatar. “During the bilateral talks, the two Defence 
Ministers shall review the bilateral defence cooperation between India and Mongolia, and 
explore new initiatives to further strengthen bilateral engagements. 

 In Japan, Mr. Singh and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will join their Japanese 
counterparts under the framework of ‘2+2’ foreign and defence ministerial dialogue, people 
familiar with the matter said on Sunday. The dialogue is taking place over five months after 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida visited India for the annual India-Japan summit. 

 India has the ‘2+2’ ministerial format of dialogue with very few countries including the U.S., 
Japan, Australia and Russia. 
About Mongolia: 
Capital: Ulaanbaatar 
Currency: Mongolian tögrög 
President: Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh 
Official language: Mongolian 
About Ministry of defence: 
Officeholder: Rajnath Singh (Minister) 
Formed: 1776; 246 years ago (as Military Department); 15 August 1947; 75 years ago (as Ministry 
of Defence) 
Annual budget: ₹525,166 crore (US$66 billion) (2022–23) 

 
NATIONAL 

India's first Night sky Sanctuary to be set up in Ladakh 

 The Union minister Jitendra Singh announced on Saturday (September 3) that within the next 
three months, Ladakh will host India's first-ever "Night Sky Sanctuary" as part of Changthang 
Wildlife Sanctuary in the union territory. 

 Singh also claimed that the proposed 'Dark Sky Reserve' will be finished at Hanle in the UT within 
three months, which will boost Astro tourism in India and make it one of the highest-located 
sites in the world for optical, infrared, and gamma-ray telescopes. 
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 The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC) Leh, the Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics (IIA), and the UT administration recently signed a tripartite MoU to establish the 
Dark Space Reserve. 

 All three parties will work together to prevent the night sky from being illuminated and polluted, 
which severely threatens scientific observations and the sky's natural conditions. 

 It should be noted that Hanle is ideally suitable for the project because it is situated in the 
freezing desert region of Ladakh, far from any human interference, and has dry weather 
conditions all year round. 
About Ladakh: 
Capital: Leh, Kargil  
Lt Governor : Sh R K Mathur  
Union territory: 31 October 2019 
Districts: 2 

 
SPORTS 

Leh to host Cycling World Cup on Sept 4 

 Leh will host the first-ever highest level of World Cup Cycling event ‘UCI MTB World Cup 
Eliminator’ on September 4. 

 The UCI MTB Eliminator World Cup is being organised by the UT Ladakh Police in association with 
City Mountain Bike and Cycling Federation of India (CFI) wherein 100 participants are expected 
to participate in the cycling event including 70 from India. 

 The event will be organised in the Old town area of Leh to showcase unique heritage and culture 
of the world. With this event, Leh will be among world famous cycling event venues like Abu 
Dhabi, Barcelona and Paris and India will be on the cycling chart among Germany, France, 
Sweden, Indonesia, Brazil, Belgium, Turkey etc. 

 Registered cyclists will ride one lap to qualify. In the qualifying rounds, 32 cyclists will be selected 
from men and women categories. Among the selected, best qualifying timers would get the 
easiest heat of One kilometre competing with four best timing cyclists. Two best from the four 
go to the next round. Similar rounds continue till all applicants take part. 
About Ladakh: 
Capital: Leh, Kargil  
Lt Governor : Sh R K Mathur  
Union territory: 31 October 2019 
Districts: 2 

  
OBITURY 

Historian and former Vice-Chancellor of Mangalore and Goa Universities B. Sheik Ali, passed away at 
97 

 Noted historian and first Vice Chancellor of Mangalore and Goa Universities Professor B. Sheik Ali 
passed away. He was the general president of the Indian History Congress at its 47th Session in 
1986 and the founder president of the South India History Congress in 1985. He is a recipient of 
the Rajyothsava award and has authored a total of 23 books in English. 

 Sheikh Ali was an authority on Mysuru rulers Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan and had carried out 
extensive research on the Mysuru kingdom in the British era. He authored 32 books and edited 
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others, including Tipu Sultan: A Study in Diplomacy and Confrontation; Tipu Sultan, a Great 
Martyr; British Relations with Hyder Ali; Dr Zakir Hussain — Life & Times, A Comprehensive 
Biography, besides other Urdu publications. 

 He was the recipient of the prestigious Golden Jubilee Award of Mysore University for research 
in Humanities and Social Sciences, Rajyotsava award for Distinguished Educationist, Mythic 
Society of India Award for Distinguished Historian, and Maulana Jauhar Award in 2003.  

 
Former Tata Sons Chairman Cyrus Mistry dies in car crash at the age of 54 

 Former chairman of Tata Sons, Cyrus Mistry has died in a road accident while en route from 
Ahmedabad to Mumbai. Mistry was aged 54 years. He was travelling with Jahangir Dinshaw 
Pandol, Anahita Pandol, and Darius Pandol. Mistry is survived by his wife Rohiqa and their two 
sons. 

 Cyrus Pallonji Mistry was an Indian-born Irish businessman. Mistry, who was the sixth chairman 
of Tata Sons, was ousted from the position in October 2016. He had taken over as the chairman 
in December 2012 after Ratan Tata announced his retirement. N Chandrasekaran later took over 
as Executive Chairman of Tata Sons. 

 The Supreme Court in May had dismissed a plea of the Sapoorji Pallonji (SP) group seeking a 
review of the 2021 verdict which had upheld the Tata group’s decision to remove Cyrus Mistry as 
the executive chairman of the Tata Sons. 
About Tata Sons: 
Founded: 1868 
Owner: Tata Trusts (66%); Shapoorji Pallonji Group (18%) 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founders: Tata Group, Jamsetji Tata 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Senior IAS Officer Utpal Kumar Singh Appointed Lok Sabha Secretary General 

 Rajya Sabha Chairman and Lok Sabha Speaker jointly decided that Utpal Kumar Singh, currently 
holding the post of Secretary General Lok Sabha, will additionally charge the functions of CEO 
Sansad TV. Ravi Capoor has been relieved of his duties as the Chief executive officer (CEO) of 
Sansad TV. 

 Sansad TV was launched in September 2021 after merging the Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV 
channels. The 24-hour channel, through its content, showcases the democratic ethos and the 
functioning of democratic institutions of the country with an aim to target national and 
international audiences. In February 2021, the decision to merge Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha 
TV was taken and Ravi Capoor- a retired IAS officer, was appointed as its CEO in March. 
About Lok Sabha: 
Seats: 543 
Founded: 17 April 1952 
Speaker: Om Birla, BJP; since 19 June 2019 

 
Indian Football: Kalyan Chaubey is the new AIFF president – the first former player elected to post 

 Kalyan Chaubey, who was a goalkeeper with the storied Mohun Bagan and East Bengal football 
clubs in Kolkata, was elected president of the All India Football Federation. Choubey got 33 votes 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

in the 34-member electorate comprising representatives of various state associations. His 
opponent and former East Bengal teammate Bhaichung Bhutia, also 45, had to be content with a 
solitary vote. 

 Former AIFF president Praful Patel, whose ouster and replacement by a committee of 
administrators appointed by the Supreme Court had resulted in the federation being suspended 
for the first time in its 85-year history by the sport’s world governing body FIFA. 
About International Federation of Association Football (FIFA): 
President: Gianni Infantino 
Founded: 21 May 1904, Rue Saint-Honoré, Paris, France 
Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 
Video games: Panini Sticker Album, FIFA FUTSAL WC 2021 Challenge 
About All India Football Federation (AIFF): 
Founded: 23 June 1937 
Headquarters location: New Delhi 

 
Krishnan Sankarasubramaniam takes over as Tamilnad Mercantile Bank MD & CEO 

 Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd on Sunday said veteran banker Krishnan Sankarasubramaniam has 
taken over as its managing director and Chief Executive Officer with immediate effect. 

 Sankarasubramaniam succeeds K V Rama Moorthy and his term would be for a period of three 
years, which has been approved by the Reserve Bank of India. 

 Prior to taking up the new role, Sankarasubramaniam was serving Punjab and Sind Bank as its 
Managing Director and CEO, a bank statement said here. 

 During his tenure at Punjab and Sind Bank, he played a crucial role in the bank's turnaround 
leading to it registering the highest ever profit in 2021-22. 

 A post graduate in commerce from the Madurai Kamaraj University and a qualified cost 
accountant, Sankarasubramaniam had served Syndicate Bank as its executive director before 
joining Punjab and Sind Bank. 
About Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd: 
Headquarters: Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, India 
CEO: K V Rama Moorthy (Sept 2017) 
Founded: 11 May 1921 
Revenue: 4,253.4 crores INR (US$530 million, 2021) 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

HDFC Bank introduces new sms banking facility for its customers 

 The private sector lender HDFC Bank introduced a new SMS banking facility for its customers. 
The bank claims that now customers can access a wide range of banking services round-the-
clock. 24/7 x 365 no matter where they are. With the new SMS banking facility, customers can 
now check account balances & summaries, apply for loans, manage credit cards, apply for 
chequebook requests, generate account statements and more. Customers no longer need to 
remember or type lengthy pre-defined keywords to conduct SMS banking thanks to HDFC Bank's 
new SMS facility, which is integrated with AI technology. Instead, they can type in their own style 
and convenience and the AI will understand exactly what you need, allowing you to interact 
leisurely and conveniently as a result.  
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 HDFC Bank has said via a Tweet that “Banking services are now a text away! #BankOnUs and 
access a wide range of banking services from wherever you are, round-the-clock. 24/7 x 365! To 
get started, SMS “Register" <Space> “Last 4 digits of customer ID" <Space> “Last 4 digits of 
account number" to 7308080808." 
About HDFC Bank: 
CEO: Sashidhar Jagdishan (27 Oct 2020–) 
Owner: Housing Development Finance Corporation 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: August 1994, Mumbai 

 
  
 
 
 


