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NATIONAL 
UIDAI unveils new chatbot ‘Aadhaar Mitra’ for better resident experience 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) on Friday launched the new AI/ML based 
chatbot, ‘Aadhaar Mitra’ for better resident experience. 

 The new chatbot has enhanced features like check Aadhaar enrollment/update status, tracking 
of Aadhaar PVC card status, and information on enrollment centre location. Residents can also 
register their grievances and track them using the bot. 

 UIDAI placed top among all Group A ministries, departments and autonomous bodies for 
resolving public grievances in the rankings report published by Department of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) for the month of October 2022. This is the third month 
in a row when UIDAI has topped the rankings. 

 “UIDAI has a robust grievance redressal mechanism comprising of UIDAI HQ, its Regional Offices, 
Technology Centre, and engaged contact centre partners. UIDAI has been a facilitator for both 
ease of living and ease of doing business and it has been continuously striving to make Aadhaar 
holders experience progressively better," said the Ministry of Electronics & IT in a press release. 

 
Union Minister Shri Giriraj Singh unveiled a booklet on "Agenda for Members of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions for Rural Development”   

 Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Shri Giriraj Singh unveiled the booklet 
"Agenda for Members of Panchayati Raj Institutions for Rural Development”. Through this 
booklet, information about all the schemes such as MGNREGA, Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojna- 
National Rural Livelihood Mission, PM Awas Yojna- Grameen, PM Gram Sadak Yojna, etc. will be 
available to the representative and the general public. This Booklet will soon be brought in 
regional languages. 

 The Minister hoped that the booklet will be made available at each Gram Panchayat in the 
country and it can form the basis for an informed discussion on the different schemes of the 
Ministry of Rural Development among members of the Gram Panchayats. He said that this 
booklet will help everyone including the elected members of Gram Panchayats in understanding 
the schemes and their eligibility, which will further strengthen transparency and public 
participation.  

  
OBITURY 

Arunachal Pradesh BJP legislator passes away 

 Jambey Tashi, MLA from Lumla assembly seat in Arunachal Pradesh, passed away due to 
following illness. He was 48. Tashi was the sitting MLA from the Lumla Assembly constituency of 
Tawang district. He was holding the post of Advisor to the Planning and Investment Minister of 
the state. He died in a hospital in Guwahati. 

 Born on October 7, 1974, Tashi was actively involved in social activities right from the beginning 
and became an Anchal Samiti member in 2001. He was elected to the legislative assembly from 
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his home constituency Lumla in 2009 unopposed and was appointed as Chairman State 
Medicinal Plants Board till 2011 and later became Parliamentary Secretary for Civil Aviation. He 
was re-elected to the legislative assembly for the 2nd term and held the post of Parliamentary 
Secretary. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

FICCI names Subhrakant panda as next president 

 The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) on Wednesday named 
Subhrakant Panda as its next president. 

 Panda, the Managing Director of Indian Metals & Ferro Alloys Ltd (IMFA), currently serves as the 
senior vice-president of FICCI. 

 In a statement, FICCI said Panda would succeed Sanjiv Mehta as president of the apex chamber 
at the conclusion of its 95th AGM to be held on December 16-17. 

 Panda said, "I consider it a privilege to helm this great institution at a crucial time. Even as the 
India growth story gathers momentum, there is work to be done pushing the reforms agenda 
further, besides engaging with stakeholders on important issues such as decarbonisation and 
sustainability." 

 Panda has been active in FICCI for two decades and was the first chairman of the FICCI Odisha 
State Council. 

 
MoE sets up panel to strengthen assessment, accreditation of higher educational institutions 

 The Ministry of Education has set up a high-level panel to strengthen the assessment and 
accreditation of higher educational institutions, on November 4, 2022. The panel will be headed 
by Dr K Radhakrishnan, Chairperson, Board of Governors, IIT Kanpur. He is also the chairperson 
of the Standing Committee of IIT Council. 

 “The mandate of the committee includes strengthening the assessment and accreditation 
processes and preparing a road map for the National Accreditation Council envisioned in the 
National Education Policy, 2020. India has one of the largest and diverse education systems in 
the world,”. 

  “Accreditation plays a vital role in making quality assurance an integral part of the functioning of 
higher educational institutions. Accreditation assists the institutions to understand their 
strengths and weaknesses through an informed review process, thus facilitating identification of 
internal areas of planning and resource allocation by them,” the official said. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Tsunami Awareness Day 2022: 05th November 

 In December 2015, the UN General Assembly designated November 5 as World Tsunami 
Awareness Day, calling on countries, international bodies and civil society to raise tsunami 
awareness and share innovative approaches to risk reduction. UN Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNDRR) facilitates the observance of World Tsunami Awareness Day in collaboration with the 
rest of the United Nations system. The date of November 5 was chosen to mark the story of 
“Inamura-no-hi” (burning of the rice sheaves) in western Japan. This earthquake occurred in 
1858. 
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 The theme of World Tsunami Awareness Day 2022 in Asia-Pacific: Early Warning and Early Action 
Before Every Tsunami. This day is celebrated to raise awareness for early warnings and actions to 
protect people, save lives, and prevent the hazard from becoming a disaster. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav to lead Indian delegation at COP 27 in Egypt 

 Environment, Forest, and Climate Change Minister Bhupender Yadav will lead Indian delegation 
to attend the 27th Session of Conference of Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 27). The conference is 
scheduled to be held at Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt from 6th to 18th November. At COP 27, countries 
come together to take action toward achieving the world's collective climate goals as agreed 
under the Paris agreement and the convention. Heads of States and Government will attend the 
conference. India is fully engaged with the process and is supportive of the efforts by 
Government of Egypt for substantive outcomes at COP 27. 

 Environment, Forest and Climate Change Ministry said, India is committed to both domestic 
action and multilateral cooperation on climate change, and will continue to fight all global 
environmental concerns in the call to protect humanity’s planetary home. India is looking 
forward to substantial progress in the discussions related to climate finance and clarity on its 
definition. The goal of 100 billion US Dollars per year of climate finance by 2020 and every year 
thereafter through 2025 is yet to be achieved. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Malayalam novelist Sethu chosen for Ezhuthachan Puraskaram 

 Noted Malayalam fiction writer, Sethu (A. Sethumadhavan) has been selected for the Kerala 
government’s prestigious ‘Ezhuthachan Puraskaram’ this year in recognition of his overall 
contribution to the Malayalam language and literature. He focussed on modernising the 
literature by standing beyond the definitions of movements and trends. 

 Apart from this, he was the recipient of several awards, including both from the Kendra Sahitya 
Akademi and the Kerala Sahitya Akademi awards, his well-known works include Pandavapuram, 
Kaimudrakal, Adayalangal, Kiratam, Araamathe Penkutty and Kilimozhikalkkappuram. Several of 
his works have been translated into various Indian and foreign languages and also inspired 
several movies. 

 A banker by profession, the 80-year-old’s noted works include ‘Pandavapuram’ and ‘Atayalangal’ 
(novels) and ‘Petiswapnangal’ and ‘Sethuvinte Kathakal’ (short story). Sethu is also a recipient of 
the Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award and the Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award for both novels and 
short stories. 

 
French govt to honour Aruna Sairam with Chevalier award 

 Carnatic vocalist, composer, collaborator, humanitarian and speaker, Aruna Sairam has been 
honoured with the French government’s highest honour, Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des 
award. Aruna Sairam has been selected for this award not just for her singing prowess, but also 
for her contribution towards the development of the Indo-France relationship. 

 Aruna Sairam began her classical training under her mother, Rajalakshmi Sethuraman. She then 
became a disciple of legendary vocalist, Sangita Kalanidhi T. Brinda, thereby continuing an 
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illustrious line of women singers of the Tanjore tradition for more than eight generations. Later, 
she was mentored by several other maestros of our country. 

 Her music has erased geographical borders when she was the first to incorporate Abhang, a 
Western Indian musical form, into a traditional, South Indian concert. By interacting with 
national and international musicians, Aruna communicates beyond regional contexts, using 
melody as a language of human expression. 

 
RANKING 

India has cheapest manufacturing cost globally, bags 31st position: Report 

 India has been ranked as the nation with the cheapest manufacturing cost ahead of China and 
Vietnam, according to a report. According to the US News and World Report, out of 85 nations, 
India has bagged the 31st position in the overall Best Countries ranking. 

 The report evaluates 85 countries across 73 attributes. Attributes are grouped into 10 sub-
categories, including adventure, agility, entrepreneurship, open for business, social purpose and 
quality of life. 

 Under the open for business sub-category, India has scored 100 per cent when it comes to cheap 
manufacturing costs. India featured at the 37th spot in the ‘Open for Business’ category. But in 
‘favourable tax environment’, it has scored 16.2 out of 100; 18.1 in the ‘not corrupt’ category 
and 3.5 in ‘transparent government policies’. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India’s foreign exchange reserves finally jump by $6.56 billion to snap two weeks of fall 

 India’s foreign exchange reserves logged their biggest weekly jump since September 2021 and 
also rose for the first time in three weeks for the week ended October 28, helped by gains in 
both foreign currency assets and gold reserves. The foreign exchange reserves of Asia’s third 
largest economy rose by $6.56 billion to $531.08 billion for the week ending Oct 28, according to 
data released by the Reserve Bank of India. 

 The foreign currency assets (FCA), a major component of the overall reserves, rose by $5.77 
billion to $470.84 billion in the reporting week. Even gold reserves increased by $556 million to 
$37.76 billion. 

 Experts said the surge in the reserves during the reporting week was on account of valuation 
gains arising out of depreciation of the US dollar against major currencies. 

 The US Dollar Index (DXY) has fallen from around 112 at the beginning of October to around 111 
at the end of the month. The index is a measure of the value of the greenback against six major 
currencies — the Euro, UK Pound, Canadian Dollar, Japanese Yen, Swedish Kroner and Swiss 
Franc. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Switzerland creates world record for operating the longest passenger train! 

 In a feat, Switzerland has created a world record by operating the longest passenger train on the 
planet! The world’s longest electric passenger train is designed to commemorate the 175th 
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anniversary of the country’s first train system. The longest passenger train, it ran in the Swiss 
Alps with 100 coaches! 

 The longest train ran through the UNESCO World Heritage Site for 24.9 km. As per International 
Rail Journal, the RhB took nearly eight months for the preparation of this gala spectacle. 
Weighing a colossal 2990 tons, the train managed to maintain an average speed of 30-35 km per 
hour.  
Highlights of the world’s longest train: 

1. The Swiss transport company, Rhaetian Railway (RhB), operated the train on the Bernina/Albula 
trail from Preda to Bergen. 

2. The length of the train is 1.9 km! 
3. There are 100 contemporary and 25 four-car Capricorn EMUs. 
4. During its journey, the train crossed 22 tunnels and 48 bridges. 
5. Switzerland’s Albula Line is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
6. The train weighed a massive 2990 tons.  

 
Indonesia hands over G20 Religion Forum presidency to India in Bali 

 Indonesia on Thursday handed over the Presidency of the R20 summit, the religious grouping of 
the Group of 20 Forum, to India which New Delhi will host in 2023. 

 The handover ceremony was held for government and religious leaders from India which will 
host the G20 Religion Forum in 2023. 

 R20 is part of a series of G20 events initiated under Indonesia’s G20 Presidency. 

 It is being held from November 2-3 this year in Bali, Indonesia to mobilize global leaders to help 
ensure that religion functions as an open and dynamic source of solutions, rather than problems, 
in the 21st century. 

 India and Indonesia share two millennia of close cultural and commercial contact. The Hindu, 
Buddhist and later Muslim faith travelled to Indonesia from the shores of India. The stories from 
the great epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata form sources of Indonesian folk art and dramas. 

 
Netanyahu and far-right tipped to win Israel election 

 Former Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu sealed his return to power, as the final vote 
count from elections this week gave him and his far-right allies a clear majority in parliament. 
Results released by the electoral commission said that with 99 per cent of votes counted, 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud party had earned 32 seats in Israel’s 120-seat parliament, the 
Knesset. 

 Combined with 18 for two ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties and 14 for the rising extreme-right 
alliance called Religious Zionism gave the bloc supporting Netanyahu 64 seats. 

 The parties backing centrist caretaker Prime Minister Yair Lapid won 51 seats, a definitive win for 
Netanyahu that spells an end to Israel’s unprecedented era of political deadlock, which forced 
five elections in less than four years. 

 While many candidates cited security as a concern, none pledged to revive moribund peace talks 
with the Palestinians. Palestinian prime minister Mohammad Shtayyeh said the projected results 
highlighted “growing extremism and racism in Israeli society”. 
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NATIONAL 
Adani new Industries installs India's largest wind turbine in Gujarat 

 A wind turbine taller than the world's tallest Statue of Unity with blades spanning wider than the 
wingspan of a jumbo jet has been installed at Mundra in Gujarat by Adani New Industries Ltd as 
part of its renewable energy expansion plans. "Adani New Industries Limited (ANIL) on Thursday 
announced the installation of country's largest Wind Turbine Generator (WTG) in Mundra, 
Gujarat," a company statement said. 

 The turbine has been installed by Mundra Windtech Ltd (MWL), a wholly-owned subsidiary 
incorporated by Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL). 

 This prototype is also the first addition to the portfolio of Adani New Industries Ltd (ANIL) and 
has laid the foundation for installation of even bigger wind turbine generators, it stated. 

 Milind Kulkarni, Chief Operating Officer (COO), MWL, said, "The proto assembly was completed 
in a record of 19 days. It is installed, commissioned, and we shall soon go for a type certification 
now." 

 
PM Modi inaugurates Invest Karnataka 2022, invites global investors 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has addressed the inaugural function of Invest Karnataka, the 
Global Investors Meet via video conferencing. The meet is aimed at attracting prospective 
investors and setting up development agenda for the next decade. The three-day programme, 
being held from 2 to 4 November in Bengaluru, would witness more than 80 speaker sessions. 

 The speakers include: top industry leaders including Kumar Mangalam Birla, Sajjan Jindal and 
Vikram Kirloskar among others. Along with this, a number of business exhibitions with more than 
three hundred exhibitors, and country sessions would run parallel. 

 “Invest Karnataka’ is going to grab the attention of the whole world. Global investment is coming 
here as Karnataka has a rich atmosphere. This will put a strong foundation for the development 
of Karnataka in the next five years. 

 The country sessions would each be hosted by the partner countries: France, Germany, 
Netherlands, South Korea, Japan, and Australia, which would be bringing in high-level ministerial 
and industrial delegations from their respective countries. 

 
Coal ministry launches biggest ever coal mine auction of 141 mines 

 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched the biggest-ever coal mine auction of 141 
mines that are expected to benefit twelve states directly. During the launch, the finance minister 
said that a fast-growing economy like India needs greater investment in coal production and 
gasification projects. 

 The Coal Ministry in a statement said that 33 coal mines were put up for auction in the sixth 
round of commercial auctions, out of which 71 were new coal mines and 62 coal mines were 
rolling over from earlier tranches of commercial auctions. Additionally, 8 coal mines under the 
second attempt of 5th round of commercial auctions were included for which single bids were 
received in the first attempt. “With the launch of this auction tranche, the Ministry of Coal re-
affirms its commitment to attaining self-sufficiency in the area of thermal coal,” the ministry 
said. 

 Sitharaman said that twelve states are to benefit directly from today’s auctioning of 141 coal 
mines. The Finance Minister complimented the Coal Ministry for the recent initiatives to unlock 
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the coal sector and said that mining sector reforms are providing the right fillip to our fast-
growing economy. Sitharaman highlighted that India is at present the best investment 
destination in the world. She pointed out that due to policy consistency and the transparent 
process of the present government, coal imports for the power sector have come down by 41 
percent. 

 
106-year-old Shyam Saran, first voter of Independent India, casts his postal ballot for Himachal polls 

 106-year-old Shyam Saran Negi, the first voter of Independent India, exercised his right to 
franchise for the 34th time for the Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections through a postal ballot 
at his residence in Kinnaur district. Negi, a teacher by profession who hails from the tribal district 
of Kinnaur in Himachal Pradesh exercised his right to franchise for the 34th time for the 14th 
Vidhan Sabha elections through a postal ballot at his home in Kalpa. He cast his vote through a 
postal ballot for the first time. 

 Shyam Saran Negi, Born in July 1917, voted for the first time in 1951 in the general elections of 
India and has voted for sixteen times in Lok Sabha Elections. He cast his vote in every Lok Sabha, 
Vidhan Sabha and all local bodies right after 1951. He has also been made a state election icon in 
2014. 

 Popularly known as Master Shyam Saran, the centenarian has voted in every election since 1951 
and has never missed an opportunity to vote.After casting his vote, Negi said that every citizen 
should vote for strengthening the democratic set-up. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Vetsa Rama Krishna Gupta takes over the additional charge of Chairman and Managing Director of 
Bharat Petroleum  

 Vetsa Rama Krishna Gupta has taken over the additional charge of Chairman and Managing 
Director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), post-superannuation of Arun Kumar 
Singh. According to Bharat Petroleum’s official statement, Gupta has an illustrious career 
spanning over 24 years at the company, in various Finance roles, V R K Gupta is Director 
(Finance) in the company and holds the additional charge of Director (HR). 

 Under his able leadership, BPCL swiftly completed the merger of BORL and BGRL, wholly owned 
subsidiaries, with BPCL, along with smooth onboarding of BORL and BGRL employees into the 
BPCL family. 

 He is currently a Board member in BPRL (Bharat Petro Resources Limited) and Fino Paytech 
Limited and was also a Board member in the recently amalgamated companies BORL (Bharat 
Oman Refineries Limited) & BGRL (Bharat Gas Resources Limited), as well as, MAFFL (Mumbai 
Aviation Fuel Farm Facility Private Limited). 

 Gupta joined BPCL in August 1998 and has a well-rounded experience across Finance functions 
covering Commercial Finance, Corporate Accounts, Risk Management, Business plan, Budgeting, 
Treasury operations, etc. 

 
Two CRPF women officers promoted to IG rank for the first time 

 Two women officers of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Seema Dhundiya and Annie 
Abraham, have been promoted to the rank of Inspector General for the first time on Wednesday 
after their induction into the force in 1987. 
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 Inspector general Seema Dhundiya will head the Bihar Sector of the CRPF while IG Annie 
Abraham will be posted as the head of the Rapid Action Force (RAF) of the CRPF. 

 Notably, the Rapid Action Force of the CRPF is being headed by a woman officer for the first time 
since its raising in 1992. 

 Speaking to HT, IG Annie Abraham said, “No doubt about it, that it is a great achievement so far.” 

 Abraham added, “The paramilitary forces are extremely challenging for women. We remain in 
one of the most difficult areas of the country, and that is precisely what we are there for- be it 
counter-insurgency, be it anti-terrorism, be it elections. So, it is absolutely challenging for 
women on account of meeting the typical expectations of the family, as well as to meet the 
professional requirements. Both the things have to be managed and it’s a fine balance that 
women have to keep.” 

  
RANKING 

Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab top 2020-21 Performing Grade Index 

 Kerala, Maharashtra, and Punjab have topped the 2020-21 Performing Grade Index (PGI) that 
assesses school education at the district level, the Union education ministry said in a report on 
Thursday. Arunachal Pradesh emerged as the least performing in the seventh slot, the lowest 
allocated to any state this year. 

 PGI analyses the school education on 70 indicators grouped under outcomes and governance 
management categories. The categories are further divided into domains of learning outcomes, 
access, infrastructure and facilities, equity, and governance. Scores of over 950 out of 1000 
points come under the highest achievable level 1. The lowest grade is level 10 for scores below 
551. 

 Punjab, Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Kerala topped PGI 2019-20. 
Kerala, Punjab, Chandigarh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Andhra Pradesh have achieved 
level 2 (901 to 950 points) in PGI 2020-21. Kerala, Punjab, and Maharashtra have scored the 
highest 928 points. 

 Chandigarh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Andhra Pradesh scored 927, 903, 903, and 902 points. Like 
in previous years, no state made it to level 1. 

 
Women attain just 74% of men’s wealth at retirement; gender wealth gap in APAC largest in India at 
64% : Report  

 A new study revealed that India has the widest gender wealth gap (64%) as compared to other 
APAC countries. This is largely due to the higher burden of caregiving responsibilities. The 2022 
WTW Global Gender Wealth Equity report found that opportunities for women in leadership 
positions are also limited, with only 3% of women in the workforce occupying senior positions in 
India. 

 “Women also tend to assume childcare responsibilities at a young age for the region, resulting in 
financial impacts from which women have limited capacity to recover. Compounding this is that 
long term financial decisions generally rest with men and financial literacy for working women 
tends to be lower,” stated the report. 

 South Korea has been found as the best performing country in the APAC region in terms of 
gender wealth gap. “In South Korea, the earnings limits embedded in social security benefits 
limit the accumulation of male relative to female wealth,” the report said. The report highlights 
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that across the 12 markets in the APAC region, the gender wealth gaps ranges from 64 per cent 
in India to 90 per cent in South Korea. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Sharjah International Book Fair opens under the theme ‘Spread the Word’ 

 Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, Dr Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi has opened, 
the 41st edition of the Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF), which is taking place from 
November 2 to13 at the Expo Centre Sharjah, according to the Emirates News Agency (WAM). 
Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmed bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah, was also present at the 
inauguration of the event, which is organized by the Sharjah Book Authority, under the theme 
‘Spread the Word.’ 

 This year’s SIBF edition features 2,213 publishers from 95 countries, including 1,298 Arab and 
915 foreign publishing houses. Around 150 prominent Arab and foreign writers, thinkers, 
innovators, and artists from 15 countries will participate in the fair’s activities, across 1,500 
events and various dialogue sessions, including 200 cultural events. 

 The Sharjah Ruler took a souvenir photo with the scholars who contributed to the project of the 
‘Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language’ from linguistic academies in the Arab world. 

 He also honoured the cultural personality for this edition, the Sudanese historian, Professor 
Yusuf Fadl Hasan. 

 
NATIONAL 

New Delhi: Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya to inaugurate India Chem 2022 on 2nd November 

 Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya will inaugurate India Chem 2022 on the 2nd of 
November at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. The theme of the event is “Vision 2030: Chemicals 
and Petrochemicals Build India”.   

 India Chem 2022 will showcase the Government’s policy for sustainable growth in the sector and 
provide a platform for national and international players to interact, exchange knowledge and 
forge alliances. The event will also highlight the investment opportunities, especially in 
Petroleum, Chemical, and Petrochemical Investment Regions and focus on the “Make in India” 
initiative for making the country Atmanirbhar in the sector. 

 
Goa hosts CANSO Asia Pacific conference 

 Goa to host three days Civil Air Navigation Services Organisation (CANSO) Conference from 1st to 
3rd November 2022. In these three days, delegates and exhibitors from the Asia Pacific region 
and beyond will discuss and collaborate on the key issues that will help shape the future of Asia’s 
aviation industry. 

 The CANSO aims to turn the Complete Air Traffic System (CATS) Global Council’s vision for the 
skies of 2045 into a reality. The event will be felicitated by Dr. Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of 
Goa, General Dr. Vijay Kumar Singh (Retd.), Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation, and Road 
Transport and Highways, Simon Hocquard, Director General, CANSO, and Rajiv Bansal, Secretary 
of Civil Aviation. 
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 CANSO Director, Asia Pacific Affairs, informed that with air travel recovering, it is now time to 
look beyond COVID-19 and to the future. 

 Building on that CATS vision, Asia Pacific Air Navigation Service Providers can step up 
collaboration and tackle crucial subjects such as sustainability, and embracing and exploiting 
technology. 

 
India gives USD 2.5mn to UN agency for welfare of Palestinian refugees 

 India presented the second tranche of aid of USD 2.5 million to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) for the financial year 2022-2023. 

 India’s Representative Office in Ramallah said this will support the agency’s core programs and 
services, including education, healthcare, relief and social services. 

 “The Government of India presented USD 2.5 million (second tranche of a total contribution of 
USD 5 million for the Financial Year 2022-2023) to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), in support of the Agency’s core programmes 
and services, including education, healthcare, relief and social services,” Representative Office of 
India Ramallah said in a statement. 

 “The financial contribution was presented to Ms Xuran Wu, Associate Donor Relations and 
Projects Officer, Department of External Relations, UNRWA at the Representative Office of India 
in Ramallah, Palestine,” the statement added. 

 Poverty, unemployment and despair are in high doses across the country, severely hitting the 
Lebanese people, Syrian and Palestine refugees. This comes amid one of the worst economic 
crises in recent history, compounded by the Beirut blast in 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic, poor 
governance and an almost total collapse in basic services. 

 
OBITURY 

Women's rights activist & SEWA founder Ela bhatt passed away 

 Renowned women’s rights activist Ela Bhatt, the founder of SEWA (Self Employed Women’s 
Association), died here on Wednesday due to age-related issues, her associates said. 

 Bhatt, 89, a Padma Bhushan recipient, was a pioneer in the field of women empowerment and 
had received international recognition due to her work. 

 “It is with profound grief that we announce the passing away of our beloved and respected 
founder, Smt. Elaben Bhatt, a pioneer in advocating for women workers’ rights, we strive to carry 
her legacy forward,” SEWA Bharat tweeted. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Cabinet approves signing of a MoU between India and Denmark on cooperation in the field of Water 
Resources Development and Management 

 The Union cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on Wednesday approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Denmark on cooperation in the field 
of Water Resources Development and Management. 

 The areas of cooperation envisaged in the MoU are digitalization and ease of information 
access; integrated and smart water resources development and management; aquifer mapping, 
groundwater modelling, monitoring and recharge; efficient and sustainable water supply at 
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household level; river and water body rejuvenation; water quality monitoring and management; 
climate change mitigation and adaptation among others. 

 “The MoU will broadly strengthen cooperation in the field of water resources development and 
management; rural water supply; and sewage/wastewater treatment through direct 
collaboration between officials, academics, water sectors and industry in the areas under scope 
of cooperation," the Cabinet said in a press release. 

 In September 2020, the Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen and India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had launched a Joint Statement on establishment of Green Strategic 
Partnership between the two countries. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Puneeth Rajkumar posthumously conferred 'Karnataka Ratna' award at rain-hit event 

 The Karnataka government honored the late actor with the Karnataka Ratna award on 1st 
November 2022. The late Kannada Power Star Puneeth Rajkumar‘s last film, Gandhada Gudi, was 
released on 28th October 2022. Ashwini Puneeth Rajkumar, Puneeth Rajkumar’s wife, received 
the state’s highest civilian award on her husband’s behalf. 

 The event was also attended by Shiva Rajkumar, Appu’s elder brother. Puneeth Rajkumar 
became the ninth recipient of the prestigious award with his posthumous honor. The award was 
presented by renowned actors Rajnikanth and Junior NTR, along with the Infosys Foundation 
Chairperson Sudha Murthy. 

 Puneeth Rajkumar passed away on October 29, 2021, at the age of 46, after suffering a cardiac 
arrest. The news of his untimely death had sent shock waves across the country. The 
Sandalwood actor first starred in the 1976 film Premada Kanike as an infant. He was only six 
months old when he was cast in this thriller film, directed by V. Somashekar. After kickstarting 
his career as a child artist, he received a national award in 1985 for his performance in the film 
Bettada Hoovu. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Indian Exim Bank inks pact with Southern Africa’s leading bank to boost India-Africa trade 

 Export-Import Bank of India (India Exim Bank) has concluded a Master Risk Participation 
Agreement for supporting trade transactions with FirstRand Bank (FRB) Limited. The agreement 
was signed in Johannesburg  on the sidelines of the India – Southern Africa Regional Conclave. 

 Africa has positioned itself as a key partner in the global arena, a global investment and trading 
hub, a US$ 2.2 trillion market and a population base of over 1 billion, Africa offers a great market 
potential. 

 With a largest arable landmass in the world, housing 30% of global minerals reserves, and 8% of 
the world’s oil reserves , the continent offers promising long-term sustainable growth prospects 
which would be further enhanced by deeper integration of Africa into the global economy. 

 In fact, in the coming years, Africa is to benefit from strong fundamentals including a young and 
growing population, the world’s fastest urbanization rate, and accelerating technological change 
. 

 The continent’s young population with a growing labour force is a highly valuable asset in an 
ageing world. By 2034, Africa is expected to have the world’s largest working-age population of 
1.1 billion. 
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 Urbanisation is a common feature of most economies in Africa, according to estimates, an 
addition of 187 million Africans are expected to live in cities. 

 
Centre ‘doubles’ fertilizer subsidy as prices see a surge 

 To insulate farmers from the sharp increases in the prices, the Centre announced a doubling of 
fertiliser subsidy to Rs 2.15 trillion from the budgeted level for FY23. The move was necessitated 
by a sharp spike in global prices of urea, DAP and MoP in the last one year. 

 “Despite rising fertiliser prices globally, we have protected our farmers from such price hikes. In 
addition to the fertiliser subsidy of Rs 1.05 trillion in the Budget, an additional amount of Rs 1.10 
trillion is being provided to further cushion our farmers,” the Finance Minister said. 

 The Centre said the nutrient-based subsidy (NBS) rates for phosphatic and potassic (P&K) 
fertilisers for the kharif season (April-September, 2022) will be Rs 60,939 crore, as against Rs 
57,150 crore for the whole of last year. These soil nutrients are largely imported. 

 The budget outgo on fertiliser subsidy was at Rs 1.6 trillion in FY22. Retail prices of phosphatic 
and potassic (P&K) fertilisers, including DAP were ‘decontrolled’ in 2010 with the introduction of 
a ‘fixed-subsidy’ regime as part of NBS mechanism. However, the subsidy on DAP saw an 
increase to 60% of cost in FY22, from a little over 30% previously. 

 According to fertiliser ministry data, imported urea prices have risen by more than 145% to $930 
a tonne in April 2022 from $380 a tonne a year ago. Similarly, prices of DAP and MoP have risen 
by 66% and 116% to $924 a tonne and $590 a tonne in April 2022, respectively, compared to the 
year-ago period. 

 
India Post Payments Bank conducts India’s First Floating Financial Literacy Camp 

 India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), stablished under the Department of Posts, Ministry of 
Communication with 100% equity owned by the Government of India, conducted India’s First 
Floating Financial Literacy Camp with an initiative called ‘Niveshak Didi’ to promote Financial 
Literacy ‘By the women, for the women’, in Srinagar, J&K today. 

 India, being a large & growing economy, still finds it challenging to spread financial literacy 
across demography, as an enormous share of population still resides in rural areas. IPPB created 
a new legacy with the help of world’s largest postal network to extend its reach to the last mile 
and bridge financial inclusion gaps. 

 In a pursuit to carry the GoI mandate, IPPB initiated Financial Inclusion journey to resurgent rural 
India where reach and communication always remained a barrier. Right from the inception, 
Postmen/ Gramin Dak Sevaks have been reaching out to the masses in every corner of the 
country, offering digital banking services at their doorsteps. 

 To take the Financial Literacy drive ahead, IPPB, in collaboration with Investor Education and 
Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) under the aegis of Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), 
launched the initiative called ‘Niveshak Didi’ to promote Financial Literacy “By the women, for 
the women” concept. ‘Niveshak Didi’ initiative is based on the ideology of women for women as 
rural area women feel more comfortable to share their queries with a female itself.  

 Three representatives ‘Niveshak Didi’ from the Kashmir valley were given certificates during the 
recent IEPFA Conference in Srinagar, J&K, by the Union Minister of State for Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, Shri Rao Inderjit Singh and the Member of Parliament (Srinagar), Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah along with Smt. Anita Shah Akella, CEO IEPFA & JS MCA & other dignitaries from IEPFA, 
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Department of Posts, India Post Payments Bank, CSC e-governance, Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India, Kashmir Chamber of Commerce & Central Reserve Police Force. 
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NATIONAL 
Arunachal to get NE's first fish museum 

 A fish museum, the first of its kind in the Northeast, would soon be built in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Fisheries Minister Tage Taki. The museum in the NorthEast region (NER), with all fish species 
across the district from Tawang to Longding, to attract tourists, fish lovers and the museum will 
also serve as a training centre for fish farmers. 

 The fish museum would be a part of India’s first Integrated Aqua Park (IAP), sanctioned by the 
Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying (MoFAHD). The existing Tarin Fish 
Farm (TFF), located at high-altitude Bulla village, would be upgraded as the IAP where the 
museum would come up. It will have all fish species of the state and serve as a training centre for 
fisherfolk. An amount of Rs 43.59 crores was sanctioned for the project in the current financial 
year as the first instalment. 

 
SPORTS 

Max Verstappen wins record-breaking 14th race of the season at Formula One's Mexican Grand Prix 

 Red Bull driver Max Verstappen finished in first place at the Mexican Grand Prix 2022 to claim his 
record-setting 14th win of the season. Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton and Red Bull’s Sergio Perez 
finished second and third respectively.  Verstappen 14th victory of the season sees him pass 
Michael Schumacher and Sebastian Vettel for the most race wins in a single season in Formula 
One history. Verstappen is now the most successful driver in the history of the Mexican GP, 
having secured his fourth title. It was the 34th race win of his career & 14th win of the 2022 
season. 

 Earlier in October, Verstappen claimed his second career world championship at the Japanese 
Grand Prix, and last week he won the US Grand Prix in Austin, Texas, which saw him share the 
record for the number of season race wins. With his victory in Mexico, Verstappen also broke the 
record for the most points accumulated in a single season, previously set by Lewis Hamilton in 
2019. 

 
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

SpaceX launches first Falcon Heavy mission since 2019 from Florida 

 SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy, the world’s most-powerful active rocket, lifted off for the first time in 
more than three years, from Florida’s Cape Canaveral, with Elon Musk’s company sending a 
group of satellites into orbit for the U.S. Space Force. 

 The rocket system, representing three Falcon 9 boosters strapped side-by-side, lifted off at a 
SpaceX launch pad. The rocket’s two side boosters were due to land in synchrony on adjacent 
concrete slabs along Florida’s east coast roughly eight minutes after liftoff. The Heavy carried a 
handful of classified payloads toward geostationary orbit for the U.S. Space Force on a mission 
called USSF-44. 
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 USSF-44 is the fourth launch for the SpaceX Falcon Heavy overall and its first since June 2019. 
That low flight rate stands in stark contrast to the company’s Falcon 9 workhorse, which has 
flown more than once per week this year on average. And while the overwhelming majority of 
those Falcon 9 launches have used pre-flown boosters,  Falcon Heavy launched on three brand-
new first stages. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists 2022: 2nd November, 
Theme, History and Significance 

 November 2nd has been observed as the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists (IDEI) since 2013. The day came into existence when the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) passed a resolution in December 2013. The day draws attention to impunity, 
i.e., culprits going unpunished, to crimes against journalists. It took a couple of years of work and 
extensive lobbying from IFEX (formerly International Freedom of Expression Exchange) and 
others to get the Resolution for marking the day passed. 

 The main event to celebrate the 2022 International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists is a High-Level Multi-Stakeholder Conference on the Safety of Journalists with the 
theme “Protecting Media to Protect Democracy” in Vienna, Austria. This year’s slogan is Knowing 
the “Truth is Protecting the Truth”. 

 IDEI brings attention to crimes against media persons and how criminals often get away with 
such offences. To observe the day, states are urged to do their best to contain violence against 
journalists, to ensure accountability, and bring perpetrators to justice. 

 
Vigilance Awareness Week 2022 – 31st October to 6th November 

 Central Vigilance Commission observes Vigilance Awareness Week during the week in which 31st 
of October, the birthday of the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel falls. This year, Vigilance Awareness 
Week is being observed from 31st October to 6th November 2022 with the following theme: 
“Corruption-free India for a developed Nation”. 

 As a precursor to Vigilance Awareness Week 2022, the Central Vigilance Commission had carried 
out a three-month campaign highlighting certain preventive vigilance initiatives as focus areas 
for all the Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations. 

 The Central Vigilance Commission has the mandate under the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 
2003 to fight corruption and to ensure integrity in public administration. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Gujarat govt’s big move for Uniform Civil Code ahead of assembly polls 

 With Gujarat headed to Assembly elections and awaiting the release of the poll schedule, state 
Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi announced that the cabinet had decided to form a committee for 
the implementation of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in the state. 

 Gujarat is the second BJP-ruled state after Uttarakhand to constitute a committee of experts on 
the UCC. Chief Ministers of Himachal Pradesh and Assam, also ruled by the BJP, too have backed 
the UCC proposal. 

 Addressing a press conference in Gandhinagar, Union Minister Parshottam Rupala said, “From 
the days of our youth, we have been making demand for Ram Janmabhoomi, for (abrogation of) 
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Article 370, for UCC. I want to congratulate and express my gratitude to Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Pate, he has taken the next step towards fulfilling an old demand of the BJP.” “Like 
Ram Mandir and Kashmir, this issue (of UCC) has been passed by the Gujarat government (in the 
cabinet). A committee will be formed soon and based on the committee’s report, the way for 
implementing this law will open up in the state of Gujarat.” 

 The committee will be constituted under the leadership of a retired judge of the High Court. The 
cabinet has given the Chief Minister the right to constitute the committee and it is expected to 
comprise three-four members. Its scope of work too will be decided. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

63 personnel named for 'Union Home Minister's Special Operation Medal 2022' 

 63 police officers from Maharashtra, Delhi, Punjab, Telangana, and Jammu & Kashmir have been 
awarded the ‘Union Home Minister’s Special Operation Medal’ for the year 2022. The award was 
given by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for four special operations conducted by them in 
areas of terrorism, border actions, arms control, prevention of narcotics smuggling, and rescue 
operations. 

 In total, 63 police officers have been awarded the special medal on the birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

 The officers belonged to Telangana, Punjab, Maharashtra, Delhi, and the Union Territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The medals were awarded at the ‘Run For Unity’ event to mark the birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel. The ‘Union Home Minister’s Special Operation Medal‘ was constituted in 
2018. 

 
PM confers 'Friends of Liberation War Honour' posthumously on Edward M Kennedy Sr 

 Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina conferred the prestigious ‘Friends of Liberation War’ 
honour on former US Senator Edward M Kennedy posthumously in Dhaka for his contribution to 
the liberation of Bangladesh. The honour was handed over to his son Edward M Ted Kennedy 
Junior. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina recalled the great contribution of Edward Kennedy Senior with 
gratitude. She said that Kennedy Senior took a bold stand against the genocide committed by 
Pakistan on innocent Bengali people despite the US government’s role during the 1971 liberation 
war. 

 Recalling the strong opposition mounted by Kennedy Senior against the US government policy of 
supplying arms to Pakistan, Prime Minister Hasina said that Kennedy worked hard to stop US 
military and economic aid to Pakistan till the end of the war. She recalled that Kennedy visited 
the refugee camps in West Bengal where a large number of people from the then East Pakistan 
had fled to escape from Pakistan army brutality. 

 
RANKING 

Google buys Twitter-backed AI avatar startup Alter for $100 mn: Report 

 Tech giant Google has acquired Alter, an artificial intelligence (AI) avatar startup that was 
working on using AI to generate avatars for social media users and brands to express their virtual 
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identity. According to TechCrunch, Google buys the startup for about $100 million in an effort to 
improve its content game and compete with TikTok. 

 The U.S. and Czech-headquartered, Alter started as Facemoji, a platform that offered plug-and-
play technology for helping game and App developers add avatar systems to their Apps. Among 
its investors are Play Ventures, Roosh Ventures and Twitter, which invested $3 million in the 
startup. Later Facemoji rebranded as Alter. 

 According to several media reports, Google had acquired Alter, an AI Avatar Startup, two months 
back. However, they have not released any official statement regarding the same yet. 
Reportedly, some of the top executives of Alter have updated their LinkedIn profiles mentioning 
their collaboration with Google. However, they have not specifically hinted towards the 
acquisition. As per several media reports, a Google spokesperson has confirmed the acquisition 
of Alter by Google but has denied to unveil further details about the financial and transaction 
details. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

UPI Transactions rise 7.7% To 730 Cr in October 

 Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) using Unified Payments Interface BHIM-UPI recorded a new 
high, transactions rose by 7.7 per cent in October to 730 crore(7.3 Billion). The total value for the 
month stood at more than ₹12.11 lakh crore. In September, UPI transactions stood at 678 crore 
with a total value of ₹11.16 lakh crore. 

 The number of instant interbank fund transfer through IMPS (Immediate Payment Service) in 
October stood at 48.25 crore and the value was at Rs 4.66 lakh crore. In terms of transactions, it 
was higher by 4.3 per cent compared to September, according to the monthly data from the 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) released. 

 The NETC FASTag, which facilitates automatic toll collection at NHAI’s toll booths across the 
country, registered a 9.3 per cent growth in the number of transactions compared to 28.3 crore 
in September. The corresponding value of transactions stood at Rs 4,451.87 crore in October as 
against Rs 4,244.76 crore in September. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Lula defeats Bolsonaro to again become Brazil's president 

 Brazil’s electoral authority said that Luiz Incio Lula da Silva of the leftist Worker’s Party defeated 
incumbent Jair Bolsonaro to become the country’s next president. With 98.8 per cent of the 
votes tallied in the runoff vote, da Silva had 50.8 per cent and Bolsonaro 49.2 per cent, and the 
election authority said da Silva’s victory was a mathematical certainty. Da Silva’s inauguration is 
scheduled to take place on January 1, 2023. 

 Da Silva the country’s former president from 2003-2010 has promised to restore the country’s 
more prosperous past, yet faces headwinds in a polarised society. His victory marks the first time 
since Brazil’s 1985 return to democracy that the sitting president has failed to win reelection. His 
inauguration is scheduled to take place on January 1. 
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NATIONAL 
Tata Steel Jamshedpur India’s first to achieve Responsible Steel certification 

 Tata Steel’s Jamshedpur steel plant has become India’s first to achieve Responsible Steel 
certification. A company statement issued on Monday claimed that the steel major “received 
Responsible Steel certification for three facilities in Jamshedpur”. 

 “Tata Steel today placed India on the global decarbonisation and sustainability map with three of 
its production facilities in Jamshedpur receiving the coveted Responsible Steel Certification. The 
company’s Steel Works, Tubes Division and Cold Rolling Mill (Bara) in Jamshedpur have joined an 
exclusive group of steel producing sites around the world to receive the Responsible Steel 
Certification, which also includes some of the other renowned steel manufacturers in the world,” 
the statement read. 

 Responsible Steel is the steel industry’s first global multi-stakeholder standard and certification 
initiative that works with steel producers, consumers, and intermediaries towards building a 
sustainable steel industry by addressing pressing challenges including climate change, diversity, 
human rights and more. 

 
Govt approves 42 proposal for telecom products under PLI scheme 

 The government has granted approval to 42 companies, including 28 MSMEs, under the 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for telecom and networking products, entailing total 
committed investment of ₹4,115 crore by the firms, according to an official statement. 

 Of this, 17 companies have applied for additional incentive of 1% under the design-led 
manufacturing criteria. 

 "Ministry of Communications granted approval to 42 companies including 28 MSMEs under PLI 
Scheme for Telecom and Networking Products. Out of which 17 companies have applied for 
additional incentive of 1% under design-led manufacturing criteria," the release said. 

 These 42 companies have committed investment of ₹4,115 crore. This is expected to generate 
additional sales of ₹2.45 lakh crore and create additional employment of more than 44,000 over 
the scheme period. 

 The list of approved applicants include Flextronics Technologies (India), Samsung India 
Electronics, Nokia Solutions and Networks India, Jabil Circuit India, Dixon Electro Appliances, 
HFCL Limited, ITI Limited, Tejas Networks, Rising Stars Hi-Tech, among others. 

 
The World’s Largest Employer Is India’s Defence Ministry, According To A Statista Report 

 India’s Ministry of Defence is the world’s biggest employer with 2.92 million people, which 
includes combined active service personnel, reservists and civilian staff, according to a report in 
‘Statista’. A touch ahead of the United States equivalent, the Department of Defense. 

 Statista is a Germany-based private organisation that provides data and statistics about various 
issues worldwide. 

  “At the top of the ranking for the world’s largest employers is India’s Ministry of Defence. 
Combining active service personnel, reservists and civilian staff, the total headcount comes to 
2.92 million – a touch ahead of the United States equivalent, the Department of Defense,” the 
report said. 
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 A close second to the Indian Defence Ministry is the US Department of Defense which employs 
2.91 million people, according to the Statista infographic on employers with the largest 
workforces worldwide in 2022. 

 
SPORTS 

FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup 2022: Spain Successfully Defend The World Cup Title By Defeating 
Colombia 1-0  

 Spain, defending champions won the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup against the first-time 
finalists Colombia. Spain won the match after an own goal in the 82nd minute of the finals by 
Colombian defender Ana María Guzmán Zapata. The final match of the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup was played between Spain and Colombia in the Patil Sports Stadium. Spain won by 1-
0 in the finals of the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup against Colombia. 

 Spain took the lead with Christina’s goal; however, it was rebounded by the Colombian 
goalkeeper. 

 The score remained 0-0, until the own goal from Colombia in the prime time of the game. 

 The two teams played against each other in the group phase in which Spain won by 1-0. 

 FIFA President Gianni Infantino along with other officials of the Asian Football Federation and All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) was also present during the finals. 

 India was the host of the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup this year and unfortunately team India 
was not able to clear the group stages after losing three matches. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Vegan Day 2022: 01st November 

 World Vegan Day is celebrated every year on November 1 to encourage people to follow the 
vegan lifestyle and spread awareness about veganism. The day is dedicated to the practice of 
abstaining from use of animal products and exploitation of animals. All across the world, World 
Vegan Day is celebrated a day after Halloween. Halloween falls on October 31, and a day after is 
celebrated as World Vegan Day to advocate the benefits of avoiding and banning the 
exploitation of animals, extending our love and care to other species and the natural 
environment. 

 According to World Vegan Day, this year’s theme will be based on the animal rights-focused 
campaign ‘Future Normal’. 

 Veganism is said to have existed for more than 2000 years. Prominent figures like Pythagoras, 
the famed Greek mathematician, and philosopher believed in veganism which commits to not 
harming animals ever. 

 World Vegan Day originated in England in 1994, when vegan animal rights activist Louise Wallis 
established the day to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Vegan Society. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

ECI to host two day International Conference on ‘Role, Framework & Capacity of Election 
Management Bodies’ 

 Election Commission will host a two-day international conference beginning 31st of October in 
New Delhi on the theme ‘Role, Framework & Capacity of Election Management Bodies’. The 
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conference will be inaugurated by Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar. The concluding 
session will be chaired by Election Commissioner Anup Chandra Pandey. 

 ECI leads the Cohort on Election Integrity – which was established as a follow on to the ‘Summit 
for Democracy’ held in December last year. Nearly 50 Participants from  Election Management 
Bodies from 11 countries are expected to join the event. These include Armenia, Mauritius, 
Nepal, Cabo Verde, Australia, Chile, Federal States of Micronesia, Greece, Philippines, São Tomé 
and Príncipe, and the US. Many more countries will be represented by their Missions in New 
Delhi. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Ex-ISRO chief K Sivan among 67 to get Rajyotsava Award 

 Former ISRO Chairman K Sivan, actors Dattanna, Avinash and Sihi Kahi Chandru are among 67 
personalities who will be awarded Rajyotsava Award this year, by the Karnataka government. 
The award, carrying a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh, a gold medal and a citation, will be distributed on 
November 1, the state formation day. 

 This is the first time that the Karnataka government formed an expert committee to identify 
achievers from various fields for the awards given on November 1. Previously, the selection was 
made from a list of applicants. There has been criticism from some sections that awards are 
given to those with affiliations to the BJP and right-wing groups. 

 The Rajyotsava Prashasti or Rajyotsava Awards, the second highest civilian honor of the 
Karnataka state of India are conferred annually by the Karnataka Government on the occasion of 
the establishment of the state on 1 November celebrated as the Kannada Rajyotsava. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI to launch pilot project of digital rupee in wholesale segment 

 The Reserve Bank of India(RBI) will launch the pilot project of Digital Rupee in the wholesale 
segment today. Digital Rupee will be used for settlement of secondary market transactions in 
government securities. In a statement, RBI said that use of E-Rupee is expected to make the 
inter-bank market more efficient. Settlement in central bank money will reduce transaction costs 
by pre-empting the need for settlement guarantee infrastructure or for collateral to mitigate 
settlement risk. 

 RBI said that based on the learnings from this pilot, other wholesale transactions, and cross-
border payments will be the focus of future pilots. Nine banks - State Bank of India, Bank of 
Baroda, Union Bank of India, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Yes Bank, IDFC First 
Bank and HSBC have been identified for participation in the pilot. The first pilot use of Digital 
Rupee in the retail segment is planned for launch within a month in select locations in closed 
user groups comprising customers and merchants.  

 
HDFC ERGO launches first of its kind arm yield insurance policy 

 HDFC ERGO on Monday announced the launch of a technology backed farm yield insurance 
policy for farmers. 

 “This is a first-of-its-kind insurance solution, where a satellite-based index will be used to provide 
localized farm level coverage. It will provide comprehensive cover across the crop life cycle from 
sowing to harvesting, basis satellite-based data." the company said in a press release. 
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 The product is targeted at farmers under corporate/farm input company (FIC) contracts and is 
valid for food, oilseed, commercial or horticulture crops. 

 “A threshold Index value is calculated for every yield by using the historical satellite imaging data 
of the specific crop and a remote sensing mechanism available in the public domain. The 
threshold/benchmark index will be then compared with the actual index value arrived at by the 
reference satellite for the insured crop, to determine if the yield is at loss," the company added. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Poland chooses US to build its first nuclear power plant 

 Poland has chosen the U.S. government and Westinghouse to build the central European 
country's first nuclear power plant, part of an effort to burn less coal and gain greater energy 
independence. 

 Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said late Friday on Twitter that Poland would use the 
"reliable, safe technology" of the Westinghouse Electric Company for the plant in Pomerania 
province near the Baltic Sea coast. The exact location remains to be identified. 

 Protests by residents and environmentalists, the 1986 disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant in Ukraine and budget shortages led to the scrapping of the project. 

 Russia's invasion of Ukraine this year and its use of energy to put economic and political pressure 
on European nations have added urgency to Poland's search for alternative energy sources. 

 
A check over of the U.S.’s much anticipated National Security Strategy 

 The United States has launched its much anticipated National Security Strategy (NSS). All U.S. 
Presidents are mandated by the Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act 
of 1986 to bring out their NSS, to communicate the executive’s vision of national security to the 
legislative. As a comprehensive document, the NSS reflects certainty about how the government 
of the day views the national security agenda. 

 The Biden administration’s NSS primarily focuses on the current decade as a ‘decisive’ one in 
which the U.S. seeks to sustain U.S. leadership, improve the U.S. economy, build on a vast 
network of alliances and partnerships; counter China as its strategic competitor and Russia as a 
disruptor, and boost U.S. competitiveness and defend democracy. The document portrays the 
ambitious agenda of the Biden administration to cover a comprehensive set of transnational 
challenges tying the domestic with the international. 

 
NATIONAL 

Rajnath unveils 75 infra projects in Ladakh 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched 75 new projects including the virtual launch of two 
helipads, one in Hanle and one in Thakung in Eastern Ladakh. These helipads are aimed to 
enhance the operational capabilities of the Indian Air Force in the region. Several other key infra 
projects were also unveiled which include bridges, roads, and helipads projects in Jammu and 
Kashmir border areas. 
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 Union minister dedicated the projects worth Rs 2,180 crore spread across six states and two 
Union Territories at a function held at eastern Ladakh’s strategic Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldi 
(DS-DBO) road that provides connectivity to India’s northernmost outpost of Daulat Bege Oldi. 

 In the event, there was an onsite unveiling of 120-meter-long ‘Class-70 Shyok Setu’ on the DS-
DBO road at an altitude of 14,000 feet and a virtual inauguration of two helipads. 

 The 75 projects implemented by the Border Roads Organization (BRO) included 45 bridges, 27 
roads, two helipads, and one ‘Carbon Neutral Habitat’. 

 
SPORTS 

India beat Australia 5-4 in shootout, claim 3rd Sultan of Johor Cup crown 

 Indian junior men’s hockey team defeated Australia to win the Sultan of Johor Cup 2022 in a 
shootout 5-4 after a 1-1 draw at the Taman Daya Hockey Stadium in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. This 
is the third time India has won the Sultan of Johor Cup. India scored the first goal with Sudeep 
Chirmako’s field goal in the 14th minute. However, Australia came back in the second quarter as 
Jack Holland equalised with India. 

 In the shootout, both teams ended with 3-3 scoreline, forcing the match into sudden death. 
Uttam Singh scored twice in the shootout, including in sudden death, while Vishnukant Singh, 
Ankit Pal, Sudeep Chirmako also sounded the board for India. For Australia, Burns Cooper, Foster 
Brodee, Brooks Joshua and Hart Liam entered their names on the scoresheet. 

 The Indians have won the age group tournament twice in 2013 and 2014 and finished second 
best four times in 2012, 2015, 2018 and the last edition of the event in 2019. The tournament 
was not held in 2020 and 2021 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Mata Amritanandamayi appointed as Chair of C20 

 The Government of India has appointed Mata Amritanandamayi as the Chair of Civil 20 (C20), an 
official engagement group of the G20. The G20 members consist of 19 countries plus the 
European Union and C20 is its platform for civil-society organisations (CSOs) to bring forth non-
government and non-business voices to the G20 leaders. India will assume the Presidency of the 
G20 for one year from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023 and the G20 Leaders’ Summit 
will take place in New Delhi. Mata Amritanandamayi said she was grateful to the Indian 
government for arranging such a high-level representation of the voices of the common people. 

 In the initial C20 online meeting the Mata said poverty in rural areas was a key issue to address 
while moving ahead as a society. “Hunger, conflict, extinction of species, and environmental 
destruction are the most important issues facing the world today. We should put in sincere effort 
to develop solutions. If scientists of all fields—computer science, mathematics, physics, 
engineering and so on—would all work together, then we would be able to create more 
innovative methods of predicting environmental catastrophes, and thereby we would be able to 
save many lives. Often, we see a lack of multidisciplinary and integrated effort.  
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Cities Day 2022: 31st October 

 World Cities Day brings Urban October to an end on 31st October each year and was first 
celebrated in 2014. As with World Habitat Day, a global observance is held in a different city each 
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year and the day focuses on a specific theme. A different city hosts the event each year. This 
year’s global observance is planned in Shanghai, China under the theme “Act Local to Go Global.” 

 Urbanisation is a marker of national economic growth. Such development, however, faces social, 
economic, demographic and environmental challenges. Some of the most visible challenges to 
rapid urbanisation are displacement of original inhabitants, felling of trees, animals losing their 
habitats, issues of healthcare, food supply and pollution. World Cities Day helps address these 
challenges by bringing together all stakeholders of local and global urban development. 

 
World Thrift Day 2022: 31st October 

 World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on October 31, across the world. World Thrift Day, also 
often called World Savings Day. However, India does this a day earlier, marking it on October 30 
every year. The day is significant as it is an occasion to generate awareness about the concept of 
saving money in a bank (so as to enrich the money supply in the country) instead of keeping it 
locked away at home. 

 This year, the theme of World Thrift Day is “Saving prepares you for the future”, closely linked 
with last year’s theme that focused on the importance of savings. The day is often observed by 
conducting informative campaigns and releasing schemes that promote savings. The focus of this 
theme will be to emphasise the importance of being financially prepared for a rainy day instead 
of impulsively spending all at once. 

 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day 2022: 31st October 

 The National Unity Day or Rashtriya Ekta Diwas is celebrated every year on October 31st to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of India’s first Home Minister, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. This 
year will mark the 147th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who is also known as the 
Iron Man of India. 

 The Rashtriya Ekta Diwas provides an opportunity to reaffirm the inherent strength and 
resilience of our nation towards upholding the unity, integrity, and security of our country. In 
honour of Sardar Vallabhbha Patel, the government of India constructed the world’s tallest 
statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel near the Narmada River in Gujarat which symbolizes the 
strength of unity in India. The main objective of the celebration is to uplift the nation’s unity and 
spread awareness about Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s contribution to Indian history. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan signs MoU with FIFA and AIFF for implementing Football4Schools initiative 
in India 

 Union Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 
on behalf of the Ministry of Education signed an MoU in Mumbai today with FIFA and All India 
Football Federation for the ‘Football4Schools’ initiative in India. FIFA President, Mr. Gianni 
Infantino and President, All India Football Federation, Shri Kalyan Chaubey signed the MoU on 
behalf of respective organizations. Minister of State, Ministry of Home Affairs and Youth Affairs 
& Sports, Shri Nisith Pramanik; Minister for School Education and Marathi Language- 
Maharashtra Shri Deepak Kesarkar; Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti Shri Vinayak Garg 
& officials of All India Football Federation were also present on the occasion. 
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 Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pradhan said that sports has been given a place of pride in NEP 
2020 and the Football 4 Schools program espouses the spirit of NEP2020. Sports has been given 
a place of pride in NEP 2020. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has laid emphasis on 
mainstreaming of sports with education and Football4Schools program is a step towards 
translating Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of making sports as a way of life as well as 
creating well-rounded citizens, he further added.  

  
RANKING 

BPCL recognized as India's most sustainable Oil and Gas Company in the Dow Jones Sustainability 
Indices 2022 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), ‘Maharatna’ and a Fortune Global 500 Company 
has once again achieved the No.1 rank in the Indian oil and gas sector for its sustainability 
performance in the 2022 edition of the S&P Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) Corporate 
Sustainability Assessment (CSA) rankings. This is the 3rd consecutive year that BPCL is at the top 
of the DJSI Indices in India having achieved a score of 65 percentage points, against an industry 
average score of 31 which is far better than last year’s score of 59 against an industry average 
score of 39 on DJSI platform. 

 This benchmarking is a complete assessment of economic, environmental and social criteria with 
a strong focus on long-term shareholder value. 

 BPCL is creating a vibrant ecosystem for green energy transition and realize its aspirations for 
achieving Net-Zero emissions. 
About Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited  
Chairman: Arun Kumar Singh; 
Headquarters: Mumbai; 
Founded: 1952. 
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NATIONAL 
India pledges to Contribute $500,000 to UN Trust Fund For Counter-Terrorism 

 India is going to contribute half a million dollars to the United Nations’ efforts to counter global 
terrorism at a time when new and emerging technologies used by terror groups are posing fresh 
threats to governments around the world, the foreign minister said. The announcement was 
made during the plenary session of the UN Security Council special meeting of the Counter 
Terrorism Committee (CTC) in New Delhi. 

 “India will be making a voluntary contribution of half a million dollars to the UN Trust Fund for 
Counter Terrorism this year to augment the efforts of Office of Counter-Terrorism in providing 
capacity-building support to member states in preventing and countering the threat of 
terrorism,” the minister said. 

 Jaishankar warned about the threat posed by the misuse of new and emerging technologies for 
terror activities, stressing the need for the international community to adopt measures to 
combat the threats. 
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India Takes Part in Maiden Trilateral Maritime Exercise With Mozambique And Tanzania 

 The Defence Ministry has informed that the first edition of the India-Mozambique-Tanzania 
Trilateral Exercise commenced at Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania on 27th October 2022. The Indian 
Navy has participated in the Maiden Trilateral Exercise with Mozambique and Tanzania. Indian 
Navy is represented by the guided missile frigate, INS Tarkash, a Chetak Helicopter, and 
MARCOS. 

 The exercise has three main objectives including capability development to address common 
threats through training and sharing of best practices, Enhancing interoperability, and 
strengthening maritime cooperation. 

 The exercise has been held till 29th October 2022 which also includes the Harbour and sea 
phases. 

 In the harbor phase, various capacity-building activities are involved which include visit, board, 
search, and seizure. 

 Small arms training, joint diving operations, damage control and fire fighting exercises, and cross-
deck visits are scheduled in the capacity building activities. 

 
Mawmluh Cave In Meghalaya Is One Of The First 100 Geoheritage Sites Listed By UNESCO 

 The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), one of the largest scientific organisations 
of UNESCO, has recognised the Mawmluh Cave, located in the East Khasi Hills district of 
Meghalaya, as one of the first 100 IUGS geological heritage sites. The full list will be presented at 
the IUGS’s 60th-anniversary event, which will take place in Zumaia, Spain. The announcement of 
the 100 geological heritage sites is expected to kick start an endeavour to designate geological 
sites from around the world that are iconic, and recognised by all geoscience communities for 
their impact in understanding the Earth and its history. 

 The Society of Earth Scientists had submitted the proposal to recognise Mawmluh Cave for 
consideration under the first 100 Global Geoheritage sites. More than 200 specialists from 
almost 40 nations and 10 international organisations helped identify and shortlist the sites. 

 
SPORTS 

Akanksha Vyavahare creates Weightlifting National Records in 40kg category at Khelo India 
tournament 

 Akanksha Vyavahare, who is a Maharashtra-based weightlifter has created three new national 
records in the 40kg weight category at the Khelo India National Ranking Women’s Weightlifting 
Tournament. Akanksha Vyavahare was also a part of the Target Olympics Podium Scheme and 
created records in snatch, clean and jerk, and total. 

 Akanksha has improved her existing snatch national record by lifting 60kg.She recorded 71 kg in 
the clean jerk and the process registered a total lift of 131 kg. 

 The opening ceremony of the Khelo India National Ranking Women’s Weightlifting Tournament 
was felicitated by Tokyo Olympics Silver medalist Mirabai Chanu. 

 Mirabai Chanu won the gold medal in Phase 1 of the Khelo India Weightlifting Tournament in 
Himachal Pradesh. 
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APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 
Samsung’s de facto leader, Jay Y. Lee, formally takes the top job 

 Samsung Electronics Co. officially appointed Lee Jae-yong as its executive chairman, formalizing 
the all-encompassing leadership role he has long played at South Korea’s largest business. The 
54-year-old, Lee has been vice chairman of Samsung Electronics, the crown jewel of South 
Korea’s biggest business conglomerate, since 2012. He takes over a position previously held by 
his father, Lee Kun-hee, who died two years ago after being incapacitated by a 2014 heart attack. 

 The appointment comes as Samsung, the world’s biggest maker of memory chips and 
smartphones, faces mounting business headwinds amid a sharp downturn in worldwide tech 
demand, caused by soaring inflation, interest rates and a gloomy economic outlook. Samsung 
reported a 31% drop in third-quarter profit and said geopolitical uncertainties were likely to 
dampen demand until early 2023, as the global economic downturn slashed appetite for 
electronic devices. 
About Samsung  
Founded: 13 January 1969 
Founder: Lee Byung-chul 
Headquarters: Suwon-si, South Korea 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

30 October 2022:113th Birth anniversary of Homi Jehangir Bhabha 

 113th Birth anniversary of Indian nuclear physicist Homi Jehangir Bhabha who is also known as 
the father of the Indian nuclear program. He was born on 30 October 1909 in Bombay, Bombay 
Presidency, British India (now Mumbai, Maharashtra, India). His invaluable contributions to the 
field of science continue to inspire generations of young minds in the country. Homi J Bhabha 
was born into a prominent wealthy Parsi family. 

 On 24 January 1966, Bhabha died when Air India Flight 101 crashed near Mont Blanc. The official 
reason for the crash-A misunderstanding between Geneva Airport and the pilot about the 
aircraft’s position near the mountain. However, there are assassination claims like the 
involvement of a foreign intelligence agency to paralyse India’s nuclear program. 

 Homi J Bhabha was the founding director and professor of physics at the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research (TIFR). 

 Homi J Bhabha was also the founding director of the Atomic Energy Establishment, Trombay 
(AEET). It is now named the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre in his honour. 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

“Delhi University – Celebrating 100 Glorious Years” authored by Hardeep Singh Puri 

 Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India(GOI), 
Hardeep Singh Puri has authored a new book titled “DELHI UNIVERSITY: Celebrating 100 Glorious 
Years”. The Book is Published by Rupa Publications India. Amitabh Bachchan, Indian Actor, has 
written the foreword of the book. This Book Highlights the viewpoints of Universities most 
distinguished alumni and faculty of 15 contributors. 

 Delhi University: Celebrating 100 Glorious Years is an eclectic collection of personal narratives 
and reflections of some of the University’s most distinguished alumni and faculty—Amitabh 
Bachchan, Kiren Rijiju, Dinesh Singh, Meenakshi Gopinath, Shashi Tharoor, Bibek Debroy, Imtiaz 
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Ali, Raian Karanjawala, Sanjeev Sanyal, Arnab Goswami, Dhananjaya Y. Chandrachud, Lakshmi 
Puri, Namita Gokhale and Vijay Shekhar Sharma. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RIL Becomes First Indian Company to Post Earnings Call On Metaverse 

 Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) posted the proceedings of its Q2 FY 2022-23 earnings call on the 
metaverse. This is the first time in the history of corporate India that a company has used 
metaverse to engage with its stakeholders. 

 The RIL metaverse was produced in partnership with GMetri, a no-code metaverse creation 
platform. One doesn’t need to wear an AR/VR headgear to access it. Using it, analysts across the 
world tracking the company can toggle with slides and graphics placed on different screens as 
per the multiple buckets in the results presentation. They can also download the RIL Q2 22-23 
media release and the transcript of the media and analyst call in PDF formats. 

 The RIL metaverse also has a special section comprising quotations from RIL Chairman and 
Managing Director, Mukesh Ambani. 

 Instead of sitting at the game console and watching the game unfold on the screen, what if you 
can participate as the player inside the game? What if you sitting in Delhi can take dinner with 
your family living in Mumbai at a restaurant table located in Kolkatta? Yes, the metaverse is a 
virtual world where people interact via their digital avatars. 

 
Gi technology: RBI Revokes Authorisation Certificate of Chennai-Based GI Technology 

 The Reserve Bank has revoked certificate of authorisation of Chennai-based GI Technology 
Private Limited over governance concerns in the company. The company is in business of 
issuance and operation of prepaid payment instruments. 

 Governance concerns and non-compliance with regulatory requirements” are the reasons for 
revocation of Certificate of Authorisation (CoA), the central bank said in a statement. Following 
the revocation of the CoA, GI Technology cannot transact the business of issuance and operation 
of prepaid payment instruments, it said. Following the revocation of the CoA, GI Technology 
cannot transact the business of issuance and operation of prepaid payment instruments, it said. 
However, customers or merchants having a valid claim, if any, on the company as PSO, can 
approach the company for settlement of their claims, the Reserve Bank added. 

 The Reserve Bank of India, in the exercise of the powers conferred on it under Section 8 of the 
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, has revoked the Certificate of Authorisation (CoA) of 
the Chennai-based GI Technology Private Limited over governance concerns in the company. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) previously informed that it has cancelled the Certificate of 
Authorisation (CoA) of two Payment System Operators (PSOs): Muthoot Vehicle & Asset Finance, 
and Eko India Financial Services. The authorisation was cancelled for non-compliance with 
regulatory requirements. 

  


