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INTERNATIONAL 
WHO releases first-ever list of health-threatening fungi 

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) released the first-ever list of fungal infections — “priority 
pathogens”. The fungal priority pathogens list (FPPL) includes 19 fungi that represent the 
greatest threat to human health. The UN body warned that some strains are increasingly drug-
resistant and are growing at an alarming rate. 

 The WHO  said that fungal infections are becoming increasingly resistant to treatment and can 
be dangerous to mankind due to a lack of focus, lack of surveillance, treatments and diagnostics. 
“Emerging from the shadows of the bacterial antimicrobial resistance pandemic, fungal 
infections are growing, and are ever more resistant to treatments, becoming a public health 
concern worldwide,” said Dr Hanan Balkhy, WHO Assistant Director-General, Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR). 

 The high priority group includes a number of other fungi from the Candida family as well as 
others such as Mucorales, a group containing “black fungus“, an infection which rose rapidly in 
seriously ill people, particularly in India, during Covid-19. The medium priority group lists a 
number of other fungi, including Coccidioides spp and Cryptococcus gattii. 

 
NATIONAL 

New elephant reserve, India's 33rd, to come up in Uttar Pradesh 

 The Centre has approved the setting up of the Terai Elephant Reserve (TER) at Dudhwa-Pilibhit in 
Uttar Pradesh. The Terai Elephant Reserve is the 3rd Elephant Reserve in India which is spread 
over 3,049 sq km. The Terai Elephant Reserve includes protected areas, forest areas, and 
corridors for the conservation of wild elephants. 

 The Terai Elephant Reserve will be developed in the joint forest areas of Dudhwa and Piliphit 
tiger reserve. This will cover the conservation of four wild species including tiger, Asian elephant, 
swamp deer, and one-horned rhinoceros. 

 The Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav said that the move will help conserve 
transboundary migratory elephant populations. 

 The reserve through implementing human-elephant conflict mitigation strategies will protect the 
villagers living in the Indo-Nepal border area of Uttar Pradesh. 

 
OBITURY 

Veteran Assamese actor Nipon Goswami passes away at 80 after prolonged illness 

 Veteran Assamese actor, Nipon Goswami passed away recently. He was born in Assam’s Tezpur 
town. He was an alumnus of the prestigious Film and Television Institute of India. He debuted in 
the Assamese cinema as a child artist in 1957. The octogenarian worked in a number of 
Assamese films and was a very popular face. Besides the silver screen, Goswami was also active 
in mobile theatres, advertisement commercials, and TV soaps. 
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 Sangram was Nipon Goswami’s first Assamese film and first success as a lead actor in an 
Assamese film. During the years that followed, he appeared in several films, including Dr. 
Bezbaruah, released in 1969. As a character actor, he appeared in several Hindi films. Goswami 
has acted in 50 Assamese films including ‘Mukuta’, ‘Sandhya Raag’, etc. He had acted in seven 
Hindi films including Kalpana Lajmi’s ‘Daman’, Bhabendranath Saikia’s ‘Kaal Sandhya’ and 
Rajkumar Kohli’s ‘Virodhi’ among others. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Internet Day 2022: 29th October 

 International Internet Day is celebrated on October 29 every year across the world to celebrate 
the usage of the internet for the first time. The day marks the sending of the first electronic 
message which was transferred from one computer to another in 1969. At that time the Internet 
was known as ARPANET (Advanced Research Projects Agency Network). The Internet provides 
instant access to information. 

 Search engines make this information easy to attain. Besides gaining knowledge, internet users 
have an endless supply of entertainment. The internet makes it possible to do banking and 
shopping from the comfort of your own home. The internet is also a great way to make 
donations and raise funds. 

 The internet is defined as a remote connection between two computers. The first internet 
connection was made on October 29th, 1969. This was just two months after Neil Armstrong 
landed on the moon. To commemorate the event, International Internet Day was celebrated for 
the first time on October 29th, 2005. International Internet Day is promoted by the Association 
of Internet Users. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

SS Rajamouli's RRR wins Best International Film honour at Saturn Awards 2022 

 The ace filmmaker SS Rajamouli’s, which recently hit the screens in Japan, has won its first major 
international honour. The biggie won the ‘Best International Film’ honour at the Saturn Awards 
2022, which were held in Los Angeles. RRR is a period drama which features Jr NTR and Ram 
Charan as the parallel leads. RRR, which grossed nearly Rs 1,200 crore at the worldwide box 
office, has bagged its first major international honour. 

 SS Rajamouli’s magnum opus bagged the award for ‘Best International Film’ at the Saturn 
Awards 2022. RRR beat titles like Downton Abbey: A New Era, Eiffel, I’m Your Man, Riders of 
Justice, and Silent Night to take home the award for the best international film at the 2022 
awards. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Shiprocket goes live on government’s e-commerce platform ONDC as its first inter-city logistics 
provider  

 Shiprocket is the first inter-city logistics provider to plug into the ONDC network, enabling sellers 
from all segments to ship products to cities and towns across India. Shiprocket, a shipping and 
logistics solutions provider, has gone live on the government’s Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC) and made its first successful transaction on October 22. 
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 Shiprocket said it is the first inter-city logistics provider to plug into the ONDC network, enabling 
sellers from all segments to ship products to cities and towns across India. “We are really excited 
to partner with ONDC as the first inter-city logistics provider to enable sellers from all segments 
to ship products to cities and towns across India. With an increase in digitization in India, sellers 
from tier 2 & 3 cities are emerging and they need logistics support, hence we are creating an 
inclusive and open-access tech ecosystem for them to ease their business,” said Saahil Goel, co-
founder of Shiprocket. 

 Shiprocket, which serves more than 100,000 customers, will enable sellers from 24,000 pin codes 
to select delivery partners to ship products across India, through both cash-on-delivery and pre-
paid options. 

 
Dabur India to acquire 51% stake in Badshah Masala for Rs 587.52 crore  

 Dabur India to acquire 51 percent stake in Badshah Masala in a Rs 587.52 crore deal. Dabur India 
marks its entry into the fast-growing spices and seasoning category. The company signed 
definitive transaction agreements to acquire 51 percent shareholding of Badshah Masala Pvt Ltd. 

 Badshah Masala Pvt Ltd is a firm engaged in manufacturing, marketing, and export of ground 
spices, blended spices, and seasoning. The acquisition is in line with the company’s strategic 
intent of entering into new adjacent categories in the food space. 

 Dabur acquires 51 percent equity shareholding at Rs 587.52 crore. The 49 percent of the equity 
will be acquired after a period of 5 years by Dabur. 

 Dabur India aspires to expand its food business to Rs 500 crore in 3 years and expand into new 
adjacent categories. 

 This initiative also marks the entry of Dabur into the over Rs 25,000 crore branded spices and 
seasoning market in India. 

 Dabur Ltd is an Indian Multinational Consumer Goods company, founded by S.K. Burman. It 
manufactures Ayurvedic medicine and natural consumer products. It is one of the largest FMCG 
companies in India. Dabur was founded in Kolkata by Dr. S.K. Burman in 1884. 

 
India's greenhouse gas emissions far below world average: UNEP 

 At 2.4 tCO2e (tonne carbon dioxide equivalent), India’s per capita greenhouse gas emissions 
were far below the world average of 6.3 tCO2e in 2020, according to a new report released by 
the United Nations Environment Programme October 27. 

 The “Emissions Gap Report 2022: The Closing Window”, released ahead of the UN Climate 
Change conference (COP27) in Egypt next month, also said the international community is still 
falling far short of the Paris goals, with no credible pathway to limiting global temperature rise to 
1.5 degree Celsius in place. To address climate change, countries adopted the Paris Agreement in 
2015 to limit global temperature rise in this century to well below 2 degrees Celsius, preferably 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

 World average per capita GHG emissions (including land use, land-use change, and forestry) 
were 6.3 tCO2e in 2020. The US remains far above this level at 14 tCO2e, followed by 13 tCO2e in 
the Russian Federation, 9.7 tCO2e in China, about 7.5 tCO2e in Brazil and Indonesia, and 7.2 
tCO2e in the European Union.” 
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Xiaomi shuts financial services business in India 

 Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi Corp has shut down its financial services business in India, 
four years after its launch, a Xiaomi India spokesperson said on Friday. 

 "As part of the annual strategic assessment activity and as a response to enhanced focus on our 
core business services, we closed the Mi Financial Services in March 2022," the company 
spokesperson said. 

 The company's Mi Pay app, which allowed users to make bill payments and money transfers, is 
no longer listed among the recognized third-party Unified Payments Interface (UPI) apps on the 
National Payments Corporation of India's (NPCI) website. 

 The NPCI –– an industry body that oversees India's state-backed peer-to-peer payments 
network, popularly called UPI –– declined to comment. 

 Xiaomi recently pulled its Mi Credit, which connects smartphone users with lending firms for 
quick loans, and Mi Pay apps from the local Play Store and its own app store, TechCrunch 
reported earlier on Friday. 

 
First Indian jewellery to import 25 kg gold to UAE under CEPA 

 Retail jewellery major Malabar Gold and Diamonds has become the first jeweller in India to 
import 25 kg gold under the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between 
India and the UAE. The gold has been imported through ICICI Bank with one percent duty rebate 
under the agreement. 

 The group has effectively utilised the duty benefits of the agreement both in import and export 
for the first time in India. The Company has also been among the first few jewellers to receive 
the permission to export jewellery to the UAE with tax concessions under this agreement in May 
2022. 

 In May 2022, Malabar Gold and Diamonds became one of the first beneficiaries of India-UAE 
CEPA when it received the permission to export jewellery from India to the UAE with tax 
concessions. 

 Under the agreement, the UAE government has waived the five percent import duty into the 
UAE. The CEPA between India and the UAE came into effect on May 1, 2022 after Union 
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and UAE Minister of Economy Abdulla bin Touq Al 
Marri signed the agreement in Delhi in February 2022. 
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 INTERNATIONAL 
In a first, UNSC’s Counter Terrorism Committee to meet in India this week 

 The United Nation Security Council’s (UNSC) two-day meeting in India on counter-terrorism will 
focus on dealing with use of internet, new payment mechanism and drones by terrorists. The 
meetings will be hosted in Mumbai and Delhi on 28 and 29 October, respectively. 

 Ministry of external affairs secretary Sanjay Verma said the overarching theme of the meeting 
would be ‘countering the use of new and emerging technologies for terrorist purposes’. “It’ll 
begin with tribute to victims of terrorism,” he added. 

 Ruchira Kamboj, India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Counter-Terrorism Committee 
Chair, said that over the past two decades, member states have made tangible progress in 
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countering terrorism and violent extremism conducive to terrorism. Yet, terrorist threat persists 
and despite our best efforts has evolved. Mindful of addressing this issue while also recognising 
potential of technologies to increase effectiveness of counterterrorism efforts, the Committee 
has come together in India to hold its special meeting on countering use of new and emerging 
technologies for terrorist purposes, Kamboj said. 

 
NATIONAL 

Jal Jeevan Mission: UP ranks at the bottom, Gujarat achieve 100 percent household tap water supply 

 Gujarat has been declared as a 100 percent ‘Har Ghar Jal’ state. In Gujarat, households in rural 
areas have access to safe drinking water through taps under the ‘Har Ghar Jal’ mission. About 
91,73,378 houses in the state have water connections according to the government record. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated the state and people of Gujarat who has shown 
their enthusiasm for the Jal Shakti mission. 

 Gujarat has achieved this milestone on the occasion of the Gujarati New year.The ‘Har Ghar Jal’ 
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2019. 

 The ‘Har Ghar Jal’ aims to make available 55 liters of water per person every day to each rural 
household through household tap connections by 2024. 

 
Every state to have an National Investigation Agency office by 2024: Home minister Amit Shah 

 Amit Shah, the Union Minister of Housing and Cooperation, spoke today at the start of a two-day 
“Chintan Shivir” in Surajkund, Haryana. The Chintan Shivir is being attended by Chief Ministers of 
the States, Home Ministers of States, Lieutenant Governors, and Administrators of Union 
Territories. Utilizing all internal security resources to their fullest potential is necessary in order 
to combat the issues facing the country. 

 In his speech, Shri Amit Shah stated that this Chintan Shivir, inspired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, is being held to give the nation a unified platform to fight threats like cybercrime, the 
proliferation of drugs, and cross-border terrorism jointly. 

 Because crimes are evolving and growing more international in scope nowadays, all States will 
need to come up with a coordinated approach to combat them. 

 
Odisha CM launches first common agricultural credit portal for farmers 

 Odisha Chief Minister, Naveen Patnaik has launched a common credit portal SAFAL’ (Simplified 
Application for Agricultural Loans) for the welfare of farmers. SAFAL is an abridged application 
for agricultural loans that will enable farmers and agri-entrepreneurs to access over 300 term 
loan products from more than 40 partner banks. It has also been integrated with Krushak Odisha 
and will have access to 70-plus model project reports. The application can revolutionise credit 
provisions for farmers and agri-entrepreneurs. 

 The application is a one-stop solution for farmers and agri-entrepreneurs to avail formal sector 
credit from public and private sector banks, Regional Rural Banks, State Cooperative Banks, and 
Small Finance Banks. 

 The portal will ease the loan application process benefiting both the farmers and banks 
significantly, the chief minister said. It will also reduce information asymmetry by sending 
farmers real-time notifications at every stage of their loan application. 
About Odisha  
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Capital: Bhubaneswar 
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik 
Governor: Ganeshi Lal 

 
Delhi L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena rolls out 1-time amnesty scheme for properties in city 

 Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena has launched a one-time property tax amnesty 
scheme “SAMRIDDHI 2022-23”, which will provide a major relief to lakhs of residential and 
commercial property owners in the city. SAMRIDDHI, an acronym for Strengthening and 
Augmentation of Municipal Revenue for Infrastructure Development in Delhi, will start on 
October 26 and end on March 31, 2023, with no further extensions. 

 The scheme aims at solving thousands of pending court cases since the unit area method for 
property tax calculation came into existence from 2004. 

 The scheme will benefit both the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) and the city’s residents. 

 Under this scheme, the residential properties will have to pay tax for 1+5 years (the ongoing 
financial year and last five years), while the commercial properties will be able to pay taxes for 
1+6 years (current year + last 6 years). 

 
SPORTS 

BCCI offer equal pay to men & women cricketers 

 In a historic decision, the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)  announced a “pay equity 
policy”, saying that its centrally-contracted men and women players would get the same match 
fees. BCCI secretary Jay Shah took to Twitter to announce the significant development. 

 This means the women players will now get Rs 15 lakh per Test match, Rs 6 lakh for a One-Day 
International (ODI), and Rs 3 lakh for a T20 International. Till now, they were paid Rs 1 lakh for a 
white-ball match, and Rs 4 lakh for a Test. 

 Rs 50 lakh for Grade A, Rs 30 lakh for Grade B and Rs 10 lakh for Grade C. The men, who play 
more games, are paid Rs 1-7 crore, depending on their grade. 

 The decision was taken at the BCCI Apex Council emergent meeting. “I am pleased to announce 
@ BCCI’s first step towards tackling discrimination. We are implementing a pay equity policy for 
our contracted @BCCIWomen cricketers. The match fees for both men and women cricketers 
will be the same as we move into a new era of gender equality in cricket,” BCCI Secretary Jay 
Shah tweeted. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Animation Day 2022: 28th October 

 International Animation Day is celebrated on 28 October every year. It was in this year when the 
International Animated Film Association (ASIFA) declared International Animation Day (IAD) as a 
worldwide occasion to commend the speciality of animation. This day is celebrated in more than 
50 distinct nations throughout the world. IAD was started by ASIFA, an individual from UNESCO. 

 The day is celebrated to commemorate the first public animation performance, Theatre Optique 
at the Musée Grévin in Paris. The moving picture technology utilised in the animated 
performance was developed by Charles-Emile Reynaud. There are various animation styles, 
including traditional 2D animation, 3D animation, stop motion animation, and typographic 
animation. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 The International Film Association established International Animation Day in 2002, honouring 
the birth of animation, recognized as the first public performance of projected moving images at 
Emile Reynaud’s Theatre Optique in Paris, on the 28th October 1892. 
About International Animated Film Association (ASIFA):  
President: Deanna Morse 
Founder: John Halas 
Founded: 1960, Annecy, France 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Dehradun to host national meet on integration of traditional sciencewith modern tech 

 The “Akash for Life” a 3-day space conference will showcase the blending of traditional and 
modern knowledge through an extended integration of all schools of thought. The decision was 
taken by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science and Technology, Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) Earth Sciences, MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, 
Atomic Energy and Space, and Dr. Jitendra Singh. The event is scheduled to be held at Dehradun 
from 5th November to 7th November 2022. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called for the integration of science and technological 
development within society in a way that places science in a position to address the needs of the 
common citizen. 

 The curtain raiser event was felicitated by Principal Scientific Advisor, Prof Ajay Kumar Sood, 
Chairman ISRO, S.Somnath, Secretary Science & Technology, Dr. S Chandrashekhar, Secretary, 
Earth Sciences, Dr. M Ravichandran, Secretary Biotechnology, Dr. Rajesh S Gokhale and DG CSIR 
Dr. N. Kalaiselvi. 

 
Zee-Sony merger: both parties agree on selling 3 Hindi channels to address anti-competition concerns 

 Sony and Zee media groups have voluntarily agreed to sell their three Hindi Channels- Big Magic, 
Zee Action, and Zee Classic to address possible anti-competition concerns arising out of their 
proposed mega-merger deal. Sony and Zee have submitted their proposals to the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI). They have issued a 58-page long detailed order which informs that the 
two groups have agreed to divest Big Magic, which is a Hindi general entertainment channel, as 
well as Zee Action and Zee Classic. 

 The two media groups, Sony and Zee, have voluntarily agreed to the modification to the 
proposed deals after CCI’s prima-facie opinion. 

 Deals beyond a certain threshold compulsory require the approval of CCI, which seeks to ensure 
fair competition in the marketplace. 

 
RANKING 

Indian Bank rolls out a slew of digital initiatives 

 PSU lender Indian Bank has launched several digital initiatives under “Project WAVE” in a bid to 
enhance the customer experience through integrated services on its digital platform. Six digital 
initiatives were launched by the SL Jain, MD and CEO, Indian Bank, along with Sharad Mathur, 
MD & CEO, of Universal Sompo General Insurance Co. 

 Indian Bank along with Universal Sompo General Insurance will provide online vehicle and health 
insurance through its mobile banking app IndOASIS. 
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 This digital collaboration would enable the bank’s customers to access and buy general insurance 
products digitally, anytime, anywhere, thus augmenting the insurance inclusion in India, it said in 
a statement. 

 Under the co-lending arrangement, Indian Bank has partnered with Rupeek Capital Pvt. Ltd, to 
offer jewel loans at customer doorsteps. The entire gold loan journey will be through digital 
platform and not require any physical visit to the bank branch by the customer. 
About Indian Bank: 
CEO: Shri Shanti Lal Jain 
Founded: 15 August 1907 
Headquarters: Chennai 
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NATIONAL 
India suffered income loss of 5.4 pc of GDP due to heatwave 

 India suffered an income loss of 5.4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the highest among the 
G20 nations in 2021, according to the new report of Climate Transparency. The report 
highlighted that India witnessed a record heatwave that greatly affected workers, labour 
migrants, low-income households, and the homeless, and reduced the yields of wheat crops. 

 Despite the fact that India is responsible for 3% of global emissions, the report mentioned that 
around 142 million people in India may be exposed (10% of the population) to summer 
heatwaves at 1.5 Degrees Celsius. 

 The higher temperature resulted in the reduction of working hours, which further led to 
substantial income losses in services, manufacturing, agriculture, and construction. 

 Talking about global emissions, the USA ranked first, as America contributes 25% of it, followed 
by the European Union with 22%. “G20 members account for around 85% of global GDP, 75% of 
international trade, and two-thirds of the world’s population, and are responsible for around 
three-quarters of global emissions,” the report reads. 

 
Ladakh MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal launches “Main Bhi Subhash'' campaign from Leh 

 Ladakh MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal launched the ‘Main Bhi Subhash’ campaign from Leh. The 
‘Main Bhi Subhash’ campaign is a series of events which is organized by the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose INA Trust in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture. The ‘Main Bhi Subhash’ 
campaign is going to be organized on the occasion of the 125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji on 
23rd January next year. The ‘Main Bhi Subhash’ campaign begins in Mumbai and Kolkata. 

 Mr. Namgyal inaugurated an exhibition on Netaji at Boys Higher Secondary school in Leh. 

 The ‘Main Bhi Subhash’ campaign aims to create awareness of Netaji’s contribution to the 
freedom fight. 

 
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

IIT Madras And NASA JPL Researchers Study Microbial Interactions On ISS To Devise Disinfection 
Strategies 

 The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT) and NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory researchers 
studied the interactions between microbes in the International Space Station (ISS). The study 
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aims to help devise strategies for the disinfection of space stations to minimize any potential 
impact of microbes on the health of astronauts. 

 The collaboration was under Dr. Karthik Raman, Associate Professor at the Bhupat and Jyoti 
Mehta, School of Biosciences and a core member of the Robert Bosch Centre of Data Science and 
Artificial Intelligence (RBCDSAI), IIT Madras, along with Dr. Kasthuri Venkateshwaran, the senior 
research scientist at JPL. 

 Studying the microbes inhabiting the space station will help to understand the risks associated 
with short-term and long-term space travel on the health of astronauts. 

 The study was motivated by earlier observations of the dominance of Klebsiella pneumonia on 
the surface of the ISS. 

 
OBITURY 

'World's Dirtiest Man' dies at 94 shortly after first bath in 60 years 

 Amou Haji, an Iranian man dubbed the “dirtiest man in the world, “ died at the age of 94 in the 
village of Dejgah, in the southern province of Fars. He was so-called because he had not washed 
for almost 70 years and he believed that staying dirty kept him alive for so long. Owing to his 
unique record, a short documentary titled ‘The Strange Life of Amou Haji’ was made in 2013, 
describing his life. 

 A report published in Tehran Times also claimed that Haji would eat roadkill, smoke a pipe filled 
with animal excrement, and believed that cleanliness would make him ill. Haji used to live in an 
open brick hut and he had faced some “emotional setbacks in his youth” that made him stern 
about not taking a bath with water or soap. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

Indian Army celebrates 76 infantry day today 

 Indian Army Infantry Day is celebrated on October 27 every year to pay homage to the soldiers 
who fought for the country and laid down their lives in the line of duty. To celebrate the 76th 
Infantry Day this year on October 27, soldiers are organising four simultaneous bike rallies from 
all cardinal directions, Wellington (Tamil Nadu), Jammu (Jammu and Kashmir), Shillong 
(Meghalaya), and Ahmedabad (Gujarat). The rally started on October 16 and will cover the travel 
across the country, culminating at the National War Memorial on Infantry Day. 

 Each group will have 10 bikers and will cover a cumulative journey of 8,000 km. The groups are 
spearheaded by the Maratha Light Infantry Regiment from Ahmedabad, Assam Regiment from 
Shillong, Madras Regiment from Wellington and Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry Regiment 
from Udhampur. 

 
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 2022: 27th October 

 World Day for Audiovisual Heritage (WDAH) is celebrated on October 27 every year to highlight 
and promote the importance of such preservation. Audiovisual heritage refers to documents like 
film, sounds, radio, television programmes and other audio and video that are of socio-cultural 
importance and need preservation for posterity. Such documentations help us observe and 
understand the past, protects our memories and culture. 
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 “Enlisting documentary heritage to promote inclusive, just and peaceful societies” is the theme 
for WDAH this year. It refers to the importance of archiving visual and sonic information to 
preserve history for society’s benefit and progress. 

 Audiovisual archives tell us stories about people’s lives and cultures from all over the world. They 
represent a priceless heritage which is an affirmation of our collective memory and a valuable 
source of knowledge since they reflect the cultural, social and linguistic diversity of our 
communities. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

NISA bags prestigious Union HM's Trophy 

 National Industrial Security Academy (NISA), at Hakimpet, Hyderabad has bagged the Union 
Home Minister’s Trophy for the “Best Police Training Institution for Training of Gazetted Officers 
for the year 2020-21”. This extraordinary feat for this Academy was achieved during the serving 
period of the current Commissioner of Police (CP) Hyderabad, CV Anand, who was the previous 
Director of the Academy during the year under contention. 

 Ministry of Home Affairs conducts a national-level screening of various central police training 
institutes and accordingly BPR&D conducts a survey for the best Police Training Institution for 
the year. All central and state government police training academies of the country are in 
consideration in various categories. 

 The National Industrial Security Academy of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is a 
premier national-level central training institute imparting training in Industrial Security 
Management, Disaster Management, and Aviation Security to officers of the CISF, sister 
organizations of CAPFs, state police organizations, foreign police organizations, civil servants and 
officers of public sector undertaking. 

 
RANKING 

NSO Released the Employment Outlook of the India 

 The National Statistical Office (NSO), under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation, released a press note on Employment Outlook of the country covering the 
period September, 2017 to June, 2022. This data is based on the administrative records available 
with selected government agencies to assess the progress in certain dimensions, the release 
stated. 

 Since April, 2018 this ministry has been bringing out the employment related statistics in the 
formal sector covering the period September 2017 onwards, using information on the number of 
subscribers who have subscribed under three major schemes, namely the Employees’ Provident 
Fund (EPF) Scheme, the Employees’ State Insurance (ESI) Scheme and the National Pension 
Scheme (NPS). 

 The numbers of subscribers are from various sources and there are elements of overlap. 
Therefore, the estimates from various sources are not additive. Detailed information is 
separately published on the respective organisational websites for the period September, 2017 
to June, 2022. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Sprite becomes billion dollar brand in India 

 Coca-Cola, global soft drinks company announced that its lemon and lime-flavored soft drink 
‘Sprite’ has become a billion-dollar brand in the Indian market. The company has recorded a 
“strong” volume growth in its India business in the third quarter of 2022. 

 Trademark Coke delivered strong growth through effective execution and occasion-based 
marketing. Coke has done 2.5 billion transactions in India at affordable price points through the 
expansion of returnable glass bottles and single-serve PET packages. 

 Coca-Cola continued to strengthen as it gained a share in sparkling offerings in the first half of 
2022. 

 Sprite has grown to become a billion-dollar brand in the market, driven by the success of locally 
adapted, occasion-based global marketing campaigns and screen time. 

 
Apple to Decarbonize its Supply Chain by 2030 

 APPLE said it would make fresh investments to set up solar and wind projects in Europe and 
called on its suppliers to decarbonise operations related to the production of iPhones and other 
products. The company in 2020 had pledged to remove carbon emissions from its entire 
business, including products and its sprawling supply chain – which spans from Vietnam to Brazil 
– by 2030. 

 The iPhone maker will now require its supply partners to report on progress on carbon neutrality 
goals, specifically Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions reductions, related to the production of Apple 
products and will audit their progress annually. 

 “We’re determined to be a ripple in the pond that creates a bigger change,” chief executive 
officer Tim Cook said. Apple has been carbon neutral for its global corporate operations since 
2020. 

 More than 200 suppliers, representing 70 per cent of Apple’s direct manufacturing spending and 
including Corning, Nitto Denko, SK Hynix, STMicroelectronics, TSMC and Yuto, have committed to 
using clean power such as wind or solar for all Apple production, Apple said. Apple had 
previously asked suppliers to commit to 100 per cent renewable energy for Apple’s production. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
International Forum on Peace and Security in Africa opens in Dakar 

 Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan participated at the opening session of 
‘Dakar International Forum on Peace and Security in Africa’ in Senegal. The event was 
inaugurated by President of Senegal, Macky Sall in Dakar yesterday. Presidents of Angola and 
Cabo Verde, several Ministers and high level dignitaries were present on the occasion. 

 In a tweet, Mr Muraleedharan said the Forum has become an important place for policy 
discussions on sovereignty and security aspects of Africa. He said India strongly supports the 
development priorities of Africa guided by 10 principles laid down by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at Ugandan Parliament in 2018. This is the first time that India is participating in the forum 
at a Ministerial level. 
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 The Dakar International Forum has become a key event for decision-makers involved in Africa. 
The participation of Mr Muraleedharan in the Dakar Forum underscores the importance that 
India attaches to the peace, security and developmental issues concerning Africa. The visit is also 
in line with India’s policy to intensify and deepen its engagement with Africa. 

 
SPORTS 

ISSF World Championship: India wins Silver medal in Women's 25m Pistol Team event; Bronze in 
Men's Rifle 3 Positions 

 In shooting, India won Silver medal in the Women's 25m Pistol Team event and Bronze medal in 
Men's 50m Rifle 3 Positions (3P) at the ISSF World Championship in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. With 
this win, India ended their Paris 2024 Olympics quota quest at two from the championship. Their 
tally now stands at 12 gold, nine silver, and 13 bronze medals. The Women's 25m Pistol team 
comprising Rhythm Sangwan, Manu Bhaker, and Abhidnya Ashok Patil first qualified for the top 
eight stages with a sixth-place finish in stage one of qualification where they totaled 873.  

 Ukraine topped the stage with 880. They then came second with a combined effort of 443 in 
stage two with China topping with 444, setting up a gold medal clash with the Indians.  

 In Men's 3P, Aishwary Tomar, Swapnil Kusale, and Niraj Kumar topped stage one of qualification 
with a combined score of 1324. In stage two though, they finished fourth with a total of 873 and 
were drawn against the USA in a bronze medal shoot-out. They edged that 17-15 in their favour. 
Norway won gold and France silver. 

  
Max Verstappen wins action-packed US Grand Prix 2022 

 Belgium’s Max Verstappen of Red Bull Racing won the 2022 Formula 1 Aramco United States 
Grand Prix 2022 which was held at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, Texas, United States 
(US). With this, he equalled Germany’s Sebastian Vettel and Michael Schumacher’s record of 13 
wins in a Formula 1 season. He defeated the UK’s Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes. Hamilton had to 
settle for second place, with Mercedes’ wait for a 2022 victory continuing, while Leclerc 
salvaged a podium finish for Ferrari as the Italian team mathematically dropped out of 
contention for the constructors’ crown. 

 Sebastian Vettel won 13 races in the 2013 season with Red Bull while Michael Schumacher 
achieved the feat in 2004. This win also handed the 2022 Constructors Championship to Red Bull 
Racing. The US Grand Prix 2022 was the 19th round of the 2022 Formula One World 
Championship. 

 
Indian shooter Swapnil Kusale wins India’s 3rd Paris 2024 Olympics quota 

 Indian shooter Swapnil Kusale won India’s third Paris 2024 Olympics quota place at the ongoing 
ISSF World Championship in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. It was Kusale’s fourth-place finish in the 
men’s 50 meter rifle 3 positions event that earned him the quota. Kusale, who shot a 
qualification score of 593 to qualify for the eight-shooter final at the second spot, was in 
contention for the gold-medal match too but a low 8.2 in his final shot in the eighth series in the 
final denied him a medal. He is also an ISSF World Cup gold medalist. 

 Rhythm Sangwan missed a quota place narrowly in the women’s 25 meter pistol as India also 
picked up two more medals on the day with a 1-2 finish in the 10 meter air pistol mixed team 
junior competition. India’s tally from the World Championship now stands at 32 medals, 
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including 12 gold, eight silver and 12 bronze medals and they remain firmly in second place 
behind China in the standings. 

 
India included in 12 top chess-playing nations for Men's 2022 World Team Chess Championship 

 In Chess, teams from 12 top chess-playing nations including India, China, United States, and the 
Netherlands have been included in the lineup for the 2022 Men's World Team Chess 
Championship in Jerusalem, Israel next month. The list for the competition, which begins on 
November 20, was completed after South Africa confirmed over the weekend that they would 
participate, the Israel Chess Federation (ICF) said. 

 The other participating countries are China, the United States, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, India, 
Spain, France, Ukraine, the Netherlands, Poland, and the host Israel. Ahead of the competition, 
organized by the International Chess Federation (FIDE), the 12 teams will be divided into two 
pools of about the same strength, sorted by the average ratings of their players. After five 
rounds, the first four teams in each pool will advance to the quarterfinals. The final match will be 
played on November 25.  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Tata steel's Dutch arm signs MOU to supply ford with green steel 

 Tata Steel’s Dutch arm plans to supply Ford plants in Europe with “green” steel after 2030, under 
a preliminary agreement reached by the two companies on Tuesday. 

 Tata plans to start producing green steel — or steel made without using fossil fuels — in 2030 at 
its plant in Ijmuiden, Netherlands. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding signed between Tata and Ford of Europe does not oblige 
Ford to buy a specified amount of steel at a specified price. 

 Separately, Ford said it had also signed supply MoUs with Tata, ThyssenKrupp and Salzgitter to 
supply “low carbon” steel for use in manufacturing the new electric crossover model it plans to 
start producing in Cologne next year. 

 Ford said in a statement that the agreements would help it meet a target of having zero 
emissions at its European facilities, logistics and suppliers by 2035. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

The Ukrainian people awarded the European Parliament’s 2022 Sakharov Prize 

 The European Parliament has awarded the people of Ukraine its annual Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought to honour their fight against Russia’s invasion. European Parliament 
President Roberta Metsola announced the 2022 laureate in the Strasbourg plenary chamber, 
following a decision by Parliament’s Conference of Presidents (the President and political group 
leaders). 

 The award comes with prize money of 50,000 euros ($49,100), which will be distributed to 
representatives of Ukrainian civil society. The prize, named after the late Soviet dissident Andrei 
Sakharov, has been awarded annually since 1988 to individuals and organizations defending 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought is awarded each year by the European Parliament. It 
was set up in 1988 to honour individuals and organisations defending human rights and 
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fundamental freedoms. It is named in honour of Soviet physicist and political dissident Andrei 
Sakharov and the prize money is 50 000 euros. 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Economist Dr Bimal Jalan authored the book “From dependence to Self-Reliance Mapping India’s Rise 
as a Global Superpower” 

 Economist Dr Bimal Jalan authored the book “From dependence to Self-Reliance: Mapping 
India’s Rise as a Global Superpower”, a stocktaking of India’s growth trajectory, benefits from 
Bimal Jalan’s deep insights. The book is written lucidly, with the general reader in mind. Bimal 
Jalan breaks his book into 3 parts: 4 chapters on the economy, and 3 each on governance and 
politics. The primary focus shared by Bimal Jalan is to promote India’s national interests, 
irrespective of any party’s political agenda announced during elections. 

 With a single-party majority in Parliament, the political profile of the government has undergone 
a major change. The government, elected with a full majority, is now in a position to launch 
political reforms on its own without relying on the discretionary powers of members belonging 
to other parties. 

 From Dependence to Self-Reliance sheds light on some of the priorities that the government can 
implement at present, as well as in the future, in light of past experience. 

 Written by the former governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), this book is based on 
extensive research and data, and provides a way forward to developing India as an economic 
stronghold. 

 
New book “The Corbett Papers” compiled by Akshay Shah & Stephen  

 Akshay Shah and Stephen Alter have compiled and edited a new book “The Corbett Papers: 
Biographical, Legal, & Contextual Material on the Life & Career of Jim Corbett of Kumaon” about 
Jim Corbett. It is published by Black Kite Publishing. Jim Corbett, the famous naturalist¬hunter, 
has written a series of bestsellers about his experiences with wildlife in the jungles of North 
India. The Corbett Papers” also includes the unpublished reminiscences of Corbett by his sister 
Maggie and rare extracts from a forgotten work. 

 Akshay Shah is an outdoor educator, a wilderness medicine instructor and a naturalist based in 
Ranikhet, Uttarakhand. He is currently the Director of the Hanifl Centre for Outdoor Education 
and Environmental Study in Uttarakhand. Stephen Alter is the author of more than 20 books, 
many of which focus on the natural history of the Himalayas. He has already written a novel “In 
the Jungles of the Night”, a reimagining of Jim Corbett’s life. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Jakson to invest Rs 22,400 cr for green hydrogen project in Rajasthan 

 Jakson Green will set up a 3,65,000 tons per annum green hydrogen & green ammonia plant 
along with an integrated hybrid renewable power complex in a phased manner, it stated. 

 The project is expected to generate over 32,000 direct and indirect employment opportunities 
across various phases of the scale-up, planned between 2023 and 2028, it claimed. 

 The MoU was signed by Vish Iyer, Global Chief Commercial Officer, Jakson Green, and Bhaskar S 
Sawant, Principal Secretary of Energy to the government of Rajasthan. 
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 “This agreement with Jakson Green is further testimony to the state’s investor-centric policies,” 
Sawant said. 

 The government of Rajasthan would facilitate Jakson Green in obtaining necessary registrations, 
approvals, clearances, and provide incentives, among others, it informed. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Actress Anna May Wong Becomes First Asian-American To Feature On US Currency 

 Anna May Wong was born with the name Wong Liu-Tsong. Wong began her film career at the 
age of 14 as an extra in The Red Lantern. Anna May Wong was born in Los Angeles to second-
generation Chinese immigrants (1919). 

 Anna May Wong, only three years later, in one of the earliest Technicolor movies, The Toll of the 
Sea (1922), in which she starred, received critical praise. 

 Anna May Wong was also The Gallery of Madame Liu-first Tsong’s Asian American lead actor on 
television (1951). 

 The four-year American Women Quarters Program honours the achievements and contributions 
made by women to the growth and history of the United States of America. 

 Up to five new reverse designs will be released by the U.S. Mint each year starting in 2022 and 
continuing through 2025. 

 
Cyclone Sitrang slammed into densely-populated, low-lying Bangladesh late Monday 

 Cyclone Sitrang ploughed into heavily populated, low-lying parts of Bangladesh on night, killing 
at least nine people. The districts of Barguna, Narail, Sirajganj, and the island district of Bhol all 
reported death. Officials warned that as more casualties are reported from other districts, the 
death toll could rise. 

 Cyclone Sitrang quickly degraded into a deep depression after crossing Bangladesh, and as of 
Tuesday morning, it had further degraded into a low pressure region. 

 Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura may experience widespread 
moderate to heavy rainfall on Tuesday due to the system, which is now moving towards 
northeastern areas of India. 

 In West Bengal’s coastal districts of South 24 Parganas, North 24 Parganas, and East Midnapore, 
the cyclone caused moderate to heavy rain between 9.30 p.m. and 11.30 p.m. on Monday, 
dampening Diwali and Kali Puja celebrations. 

 
NATIONAL 

Country's first Migrant Monitoring System launched for information on migrant women – 

 India’s first ‘Migration Monitoring Systems’ was inaugurated by the Maharashtra Women and 
Children Development Minister Mangalprabhat Lodha in Mumbai. The website-based Migration 
Tracking System will track the movement of vulnerable seasonal migrant beneficiaries. The 
Migration Monitoring Systems aims to provide information about migrant pregnant women, 
lactating women, and children. 

 The system provides updated information about migrant pregnant women, lactating women, 
and children in a single system. 
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 Maharashtra Women and Children Development Minister Mangalprabhat Lodha launched the 
‘Migration Monitoring Systems’. 

 The state department has created website-based Migration Tracking System (MTS) to track the 
movements of vulnerable seasonal migrant beneficiaries through individual unique identification 
numbers. 

 The information about seasonal migrant women and children will be available on a single 
platform with the ‘Migration Monitoring Systems’. 

 
In Kerala, ‘honesty shops’ on school campuses help inculcate virtues among children 

 Honesty Shops have been opened in 15 schools in the Ernakulam district of Kerala. The Honesty 
Shops are a part of the Student Police Cadet (SPC) project which aims to provide valuable lessons 
on truth, and integrity for students. In these honestly shops there is no salesman at the counters 
and students can drop the money for each item in the collection box kept in the shop. 

 The honesty shops have been launched under the Student Police Cadet (SPC). The SPC project 
was conceived to inculcate better civic sense among students and mold them as responsible 
youth. 

 The objective of the Honestly shops is to provide students a chance to experience the virtue of 
honesty.The schools have switched off the CCTV facilities towards the shop to instill confidence 
among the students. 

 
Hon'ble Prime Minister launches the first phase of “Rozgar Mela” 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 22 launched the Rozgar Mela recruitment drive to 
hire 10 lakh personnel. In the first tranche, 75,000 new appointees will be given jobs. The new 
recruits, selected from across the country, will join 38 government ministries and departments. 
They will be appointed across various levels viz. Group A, Group B (Gazetted), Group B (Non-
Gazetted) and Group C. 

 The Prime Minister’s Office said this will be a significant step of the government towards 
providing job opportunities for the youth and ensuring the welfare of the citizens. It said that as 
directed by the prime minister, all ministries and department are working towards filling up 
existing vacancies against sanctioned posts. The recruitment will take place across central armed 
forces personnel, sub-inspectors, constables, LDCs, Stenos, PAs, income tax inspectors, MTS 
among others. 

 
OBITURY 

Red Bull co-owner Dietrich Mateschitz dies, aged 78, after long-term illness 

 Austrian billionaire Dietrich Mateschitz, the co-founder of energy drink company Red Bull and 
founder and owner of the Red Bull Formula One racing team, has died. He was 78. Officials with 
the Red Bull racing team at the United States Grand Prix in Austin, Texas, announced 
Mateschitz’s death. The Red Bull Racing team has enjoyed success in Formula 1, winning the 
constructors’ championship in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. 

 Mateschitz was born on 20 May 1944, in Sankt Marein im Mürztal, Styria, Nazi Germany (now in 
Austria). Mateschitz was co-founder of the Wings for Life foundation which supports spinal cord 
research together with Heinz Kinigadner. Since 2014, the foundation has organised the Wings for 
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Life World Run to raise funds. He also initiated the World Stunt Awards, an annual fundraiser to 
benefit his Taurus Foundation, which, according to its website, helps injured stunt professionals. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Yuvraj Singh becomes the brand ambassador for 3rd T20 World Cricket Cup for the Blind  

 The Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI) has announced former India cricketer Yuvraj 
Singh as their brand ambassador for the 3rd T20 World Cup for the Blind to be held in India in 
December. Ajay Kumar Reddy B2 (Andhra Pradesh) will lead the Indian team while Venkateswara 
Rao Dunna – B2 (Andhra Pradesh) will be the vice-captain. 

 The World Cup matches will be held from December 6 to 17. The participating countries for the 
3rd T20 World Cup for the Blind are India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Australia, South Africa, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. The opening match will be played between defending champions India and Nepal 
on December 6 in Faridabad. 

 Samarthanam’s sports wing, Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI), was established in 
2010 to foster the cricketing dreams of visually impaired cricket players and to provide a 
platform to portray their unbound talent in the game of blind Cricket. CABI is affiliated with 
World Blind Cricket Council (WBC). 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Polio Day 2022: 24th October 

 World Polio Day 2022 is observed every year on October 24 to raise awareness about the polio 
vaccination and eradication of polio from every corner of the world. The day is observed to 
commemorate the progress made by the world towards polio eradication. The day to raise 
awareness of the importance of polio vaccination to protect every child from this devastating 
disease, and to celebrate the many parents, professionals and volunteers whose contributions 
make polio eradication achievable. 

 This year, the overarching theme of World Polio Day is “World Polio Day 2022 and Beyond: A 
healthier future for mothers and children”. The theme urges the world to acknowledge the 
progress made in the battle to eradicate polio in children and the work to provide a healthier 
future for mothers. 

 On World Polio Day, global organisations such as Rotary International, WHO and others host 
several events to raise awareness about polio. Events range from rallies, walks, and webinars to 
organising competitions in schools and clubs. In the global fight to eradicate polio, no member is 
too small to contribute. 

 To ensure a polio-free future for everyone, efforts must continue to maintain high immunization 
coverage, implement high-quality surveillance to detect any presence of the virus, and prepare 
to respond in the event of an outbreak. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

CCI Fines Google Rs 936 Crore For Anti-Competitive Play Store Policies 

 The nation’s competition watchdog has fined Google, a subsidiary of Alphabet Inc., Rs 1,337 
crore for engaging in anti-competitive behaviour with regard to Android mobile devices. Google 
was penalised by India’s Competition Commission (CCI) for “abusing its dominant position in 
numerous regions within the Android mobile device ecosystem.” 
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 The decision to fine Google for alleged anti-competitive practices was described as “a major 
setback for Indian consumers and businesses” by Google. 

 Google Company said it would review the decision to determine its next course of action. 

 The Android OS (operating system) is run and managed by Google, and the company also grants 
licences for its other proprietary programmes. In their mobile devices, OEMs (original equipment 
manufacturers) employ this OS and Google’s apps. 

 The commission identified five relevant markets in the current case to serve this purpose. There 
was a market in India for licensable mobile operating systems for smart devices, an app store for 
Android mobile operating systems, general web search services, non-OS specific mobile web 
browsers, and an online video hosting platform (OVHP). 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Rishi Sunak declares candidature for UK PM, leads with backing of over 131 MPs 

 Rishi Sunak, the son-in-law of Infosys founder N R Narayana Murthy, formally entered the race to 
succeed Liz Truss as leader of the Conservative party and the next prime minister of the United 
Kingdom on the day of Diwali. About 131 to 153 MPs have reportedly supported Sunak so far, 
compared to Penny Mordaunt and Boris Johnson, who served as Truss’ predecessors, who 
received 56 to 76 and 22 to 28 MPs, respectively. 

 Only candidates who have received nominations from 100 or more MPs will advance to the first 
round. 

 Rishi Sunak will automatically become the prime minister of the UK on Diwali if he is the only 
person to cross the finish line. 

 Ben Wallace, the defence minister, offered that the three candidates establish a tripartite 
government to prevent political squabbling at a time when risks to UK national security were so 
high. 

 
Pakistan is out of FATF 'grey list' on terror funding  

 Pakistan has been removed from the grey list of the Financial Action Task Force(FATF), the Paris-
based global watchdog on money laundering and terrorist financing. Pakistan was placed in the 
grey list in 2018 for failing to keep a check on money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 Besides Pakistan, Nicaragua was removed from the FATF’s ‘grey list’ while Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Tanzania and Mozambique were added to the list. Myanmar was added to the 
FATF’s ‘black list’. 

 In a statement, the FATF said Pakistan made significant progress in checking money laundering 
and combating financing of terrorism. “They have (Pakistan) been removed from the grey list, 
however, there’s still work to be done on their part,” FATF president T Raja Kumar said. 

 In a statement, FATF welcomed Pakistan’s significant progress in improving its anti-money 
laundering and combating financial terrorism (AML/CFT) regime. 

 This development comes more than four years after the FATF put Pakistan on its grey list for the 
country’s failure to check the risk of money laundering, leading to corruption and terror 
financing. 
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NATIONAL 
Punjab govt. announces restoration of old pension scheme 

 The Punjab Government decided to restore the old pension scheme for its employees. Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann announced that the government has decided to implement the old 
pension scheme as a Diwali gift for its employees. The decision was taken as an in-principle 
decision to the effect of the cabinet meeting. The decision aims to benefit lakhs of employees. 

 Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema said that the employees will be given the option to join 
the old pension scheme. 

 The government was considering restoring the scheme for government employees for a month. 

 Restoration of the old pension scheme was discontinued in 2004 and it has been one of the 
major demands of state government employees. 

 
Uttar Pradesh: Ayodhya all set to celebrate Diwali with spectacular arrangements, PM Narendra Modi 
to be the chief guest 

 Lord Rama, an avatar of the almighty Vishnu, is a popular Hindu deity. Lord Rama was born at 
Ayodhya, according to the ancient Indian epic, the Ramayana. Ayodhya Ram Mandir Diwali 2022 
is very special as it is going to be celebrated as Ayodhya Deepotsav. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also took part in the Ayodhya Deepotsav. 

 The Babri Masjid, a mosque built by the Mughals in the sixteenth century, is thought to be 
located near the Ram Janmabhoomi, the reputed birthplace of Rama. In the 1850s, a fierce 
disagreement developed. 

 The remains of a Hindu temple were discovered during archaeological excavations conducted by 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) between 1978 and 2003. 

 
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

India successfully test fires medium-range ballistic missile 

 The Agni Prime New Generation Ballistic Missile was successfully tested by India on October 21 
off the coast of Odisha. Around 9.45 this morning, a test launch of the ballistic missile took place. 
The missile successfully completed the test, covering its full range, and all of its test goals were 
achieved. 

 This was the missile Agni Prime’s third straight successful flight test.This test has demonstrated 
the system’s accuracy and dependability. 

 Agni Prime underwent its first test on June 28, 2021, and it underwent its second test on 
December 18, 2021. 

 The Agni Prime, also known as “Agni-P,” is a two-stage canisterized missile from the Agni class 
that is nuclear-capable and has a maximum range of 2,000 kilometres. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Shri Jaxay Shah nominated as the new Chairman of Quality Council of India 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appointed Jaxay Shah, founder chairman of Savvy Group and 
former chairman of CREDAI as the chairman of the Quality Council of India (QCI) for three years, 
effective 21 October, the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. He will succeed former McKinsey 
India chief Adil Zainulbhai, who served as the chairman of QCI through three terms for eight 
years from 2014 to 2022. 
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 Jaxay Shah has been appointed based on his vast industry experience which shall contribute to 
further propelling the wheels of Quality, a legacy established by the former Chairpersons of QCI. 
In addition, he also holds the position of the chairman of the Assocham Western Region 
Development Council and serves as the Advisor at the PharmEasy Accelerator Program, which 
offers 1 lakh+ medicine and health products. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

United Nations Day 2022: 24th October 

 United Nations Day, on 24 October, marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the 
UN Charter. With the ratification of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, 
including the five permanent members of the Security Council, the United Nations officially came 
into being. In 1945, 50 governments gathered to draft the UN Charter. They have struggled and 
accomplished great feats to uphold peace, protect human rights, and play a key role in bringing 
international justice. 

 The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945. At present, there are 193 
Member States. The UN is guided by the purposes and principles contained in its founding 
Charter which was signed in 1945. The United Nations Day commemorates the signing of that 
charter. According to their official website, the United Nations is “One place where the world’s 
nations can gather together, discuss common problems, and find shared solutions.” 

 The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the Charter had 
been ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States and by a 
majority of other signatories. The name “United Nations” was coined by the United States 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and first used in the Declaration by United Nations of 1 January 
1942, during Second World War. 

 
World Development Information Day 2022: 24th October 

 Every year the United Nations marks October 24 as World Development Information Day. This 
day is observed to create awareness towards the problems surrounding development in different 
nations and how to overcome them. The United Nations (UN) believes that such information and 
communications technologies also have the potential to provide solutions to various 
development challenges and can also foster various crucial goals, especially in developing 
countries. 

 With many countries being burdened with insufficient resources, infrastructure, education, 
capacity, investment, and connectivity, World Development Information Day aims to address 
these issues. Spreading awareness and mobilizing public opinion to draw people’s support is one 
to start addressing and resolving these global problems. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Xi Jinping secures historic third term in power 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping has created history, becoming the first leader of the ruling 
Communist Party after party founder Mao Zedong to get re-elected for an unprecedented third 
term in power with the prospect of ruling China for life. He was elected as General Secretary of 
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the Communist Party for 3rd five-year tenure by the new seven-member Standing Committee 
packed with his supporters who appeared before the local and foreign media here to herald the 
new era, widely termed ‘Xi era’. 

 Xi’s “election” for the third term in power formally ends the over three decades of rule followed 
by his predecessors, barring Mao, of retiring after a 10-year tenure. Xi was first elected in 2012 
and will be completing his 10-year term this year. 

 With moderates like Premier Li Keqiang, who was ranked number two, eased out in the election 
to over 300-member Central Committee by the once-in-a-five-year Congress of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), the Committee which met on Sunday elected a 25-member Political Bureau. 

 
NATIONAL 

PM Modi launches recruitment drive ‘Rozgar Mela’ for 10 lakh personnel 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a mega recruitment drive, Rozgar Mela, for ten lakh 
personnel today. On this occasion, appointment letters for various posts of Central Government 
were handed over to 75 thousand of newly inducted appointees in the first tranche. 

 While addressing the new appointees through video conferencing, the Prime Minister said, this is 
another step to provide employment opportunities to youth. He said, several steps have been 
taken by the government to provide employment and self employment opportunities in the last 
eight years. He said, India is marching towards becoming self-reliant in every sector and the 
target of becoming a developed nation can be achieved with the contribution of everyone. He 
said, India is the fifth biggest economy now and this feat has been achieved due to the reforms 
undertaken in the last eight years. He said, the government has set a target to spend 100 lakh 
crore rupees on infrastructure development in the country. He said, works for creating robust 
infrastructure in the country are creating several employment opportunities for the people. 

 
14th Tribal Youth Exchange Programme Held In New Delhi 

 Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with Ministry of Home Affairs today 
organised 14th Tribal Youth Exchange Programme for the development of Tribal Youth in New 
Delhi. 

 The aim of the programme is to sensitize tribal youth to rich cultural heritage of the country and 
to enable them to appreciate the concept of unity in diversity. 

 Its objective is also to expose them to development activities and industrial advancement and 
help the tribal youth to develop emotional linkages with their peer groups in other parts of the 
country and enhance their self-esteem. 

 220 selected youth in the age group of 18 to 22 years are participating in the programme from 
Left Wing Extremism-affected districts of Sukma and Rajnandgaon of Chhattisgarh, Balaghat 
district of Madhya Pradesh and Jamui of Bihar. 

 The duration of each Tribal Youth exchange Programme is of 7 days. 
 

SPORTS 
ISSF World Championship: Sagar Dangi bags two medals in Junior Men’s 10m Air Pistol team and 
individual events 

 In ISSF World Championship, Sagar Dangi bagged Gold and Silver in the Junior Men’s 10m Air 
Pistol team and individual events in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. India picked up four more medals, 
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including one gold, at the end of day nine of the competition. Sagar Dangi, Varun Tomar, and 
Samrat Rana won gold in the men’s 10m Air Pistol Junior team event. Sagar Dangi bagged silver 
and Varun Tomar won bronze in the junior men’s 10m Air Pistol event. Nancy and Sri Karthik 
Sabari Raj Ravishankar won bronze in the 10m Air Rifle Junior Mixed team event. 

 India now have a tally of 30 medals including 11 gold, 7 silver, and 12 bronze, and sits in second 
place in the standings. 

 
Western Air Command of IAF wins Air Force Lawn Tennis Championship 

 Western Air Command, Indian Air Force (IAF) won the Air Force Lawn Tennis Championship 
2022-23 held at Head Quarter MC, Vayusena Nagar, Nagpur. The final match of team 
Championship was played between Western Air Command and Training Command in which 
Western Air Command emerged as the winner. The final of the open singles was played between 
Corporal Pradeep of Training Command and Sergeant Manolin of Western Air Command and 
Corporal Pradeep emerged as the winner. 

 The Championship was inaugurated by Air Marshal Vibhas Pande, Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, HQ MC on 17 October 2022. A total of eight teams comprising of 48 players from the 
seven Commands of Indian Air Force, participated in the Championship. The Championship was 
held in two events namely, Team Championship and Open Singles. 

 During the closing ceremony of the Championship on 21 October 2022, Air Marshal Vibhas 
Pande, Air Officer Commanding in Chief of Headquarters Maintenance Command was the Chief 
Guest. After the prize distribution ceremony during his closing address, he congratulated the 
winners and appreciated all the participants, official of the Air Force Sports Control Board 
(AFSCB) and the Commanding Officer of HQ MC (U) who was instrumental in organizing the 
event.   

 
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

ISRO's heaviest rocket successfully places 36 satellites in orbit 

 OneWeb’s 36 satellites were successfully orbited by the biggest rocket ever launched by the 
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), the Launch Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM3 or GSLV Mark 3), 
which lifted off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, Sriharikota. With this 14th launch, 
OneWeb will have 462 satellites in its constellation. This launch represents more than 70% of the 
648 Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites that are expected to be deployed globally to provide high-
speed, low-latency connectivity. 

 36 satellites totaling 5,796 kg, or approximately 5.7 tonne, were carried by the 43.5-meter LVM3, 
which was around 644 tonnes in weight. 

 OneWeb is still on target to activate global coverage in 2023 with just four more launches, and 
its connectivity solutions are now operational in areas north of 50 degrees latitude. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Dalit woman scholar from Karnataka appointed UNHRC Special Rapporteur 

 K.P. Ashwini, a Dalit scholar whose roots are in Kurabarahalli in Kolar district, has been appointed 
Special Rapporteur for United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC). She is the first Indian 
and Asian woman to be appointed to this post. 

 The Geneva-based 47-member UN human rights body has endorsed Dr. Ashwini’s appointment. 
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 An Ambedkarite and a PhD scholar from Jawaharlal Nehru University, Ms. Ashwini is planning to 
address issues such as racism and casteism, now also increasingly on social media platforms. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India suffered income loss of 5.4% of GDP due to heat wave: Report 

 India suffered an income loss of 5.4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the highest among the 
G20 nations in 2021, according to the new report of Climate Transparency. 

 The report highlighted that India witnessed a record heatwave that greatly affected workers, 
labour migrants, low-income households, and the homeless, and reduced the yields of wheat 
crops. 

 Despite the fact that India is responsible for 3% of global emissions, the report mentioned that 
around 142 million people in India may be exposed (10% of the population) to summer 
heatwaves at 1.5 Degrees Celsius. 

 The higher temperature resulted in the reduction of working hours, which further led to 
substantial income losses in services, manufacturing, agriculture, and construction. 

 The 'Climate Transparency Report 2022' was developed with experts from 16 partner 
organisations from the majority of the G20 (Group of 20) countries. 

 
 

  


