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NATIONAL 
PM Modi launches Mission LiFE movement at Kevadiya in Gujarat 

 Mission LIFE movement is launched by PM Modi in order to protect the environment. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi issued a stern warning. After the global launch of Mission LiFE at the 
Statue of Unity in Gujarat in the presence of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the PM 
addressed the crowd and asserted that lifestyle changes can help to mitigate climate change. 

 The PM noted, reiterating India’s commitment to combating the threat of climate change, that a 
circular economy and reduce, reuse, recycle principles have been ingrained in Indian culture for 
thousands of years. 

 India is the best example of economic progress and environmental protection. 

 The PM referred to Mahatma Gandhi’s idea of trusteeship and said that the Mission LiFE invites 
us to be environmental trustees. 

 PM Modi praised Gujarat’s initiatives in the fields of environmental preservation and renewable 
energy. 

 
Windergy 2023 to be Held in Chennai in Next Year  

 The 5th edition of India’s only comprehensive International Trade Fair and Conference, Windergy 
India 2023 will be held from 4th October to 6th October 2023. The Windergy India 2023 will be 
organized by the Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturers Association (IWTMA) and PDA Ventures Pvt 
Ltd, the three-day trade fairs and conference will provide a vibrant platform to meet and interact 
with policymakers, regulatory authority, international and domestic technology, solution and 
services providers from the wind power industries. 

 Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturers Association (IWTMA) was established in 1998 and is the 
apex business association and voice of the Indian wind Industry. IWTMA has been at the 
forefront of the policy framework and regulatory intervention with proactive engagement with 
Central and State policymakers, Investors, and Stakeholders.  

 
Indian, US militaries conduct "Tiger Triumph" humanitarian assistance exercise  

 The Indian and US militaries carried out a three-day joint humanitarian assistance exercise in 
Vishakhapatnam in line with the growing strategic cooperation between the two countries. The 
Tiger Triumph exercise was the second collaboration between the Indian and US Militaries to 
coordinate disaster relief in the region. 

 The first exercise took place over the course of nine days in November 2019 and featured more 
than 500 US Marines and sailors.The first exercise included 1200 Indian sailors, soldiers, and 
Airmen. 

 This year, the military exercise involved fifty combined participants, and it focused on staff 
planning, with an emphasis on processes for streamlining diplomatic, operational, and logistical 
coordination. 
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 Tiger Triumph marked the third time in 2022 that Indian and US militaries have worked together 
in Vishakhapatnam. 

 
‘Diye jalao, patake nahin’: Delhi govt kicks off campaign for green Diwali 

 Delhi government has launched the ‘Diye Jalao, Patake Nahin’ (light up lamps, not firecrackers) 
campaign at Central Park in New Delhi. The Delhi government on Friday lit 51,000 diyas at 
Central Park in Connaught Place here to mark the launch of its campaign for a pollution-free 
Diwali. The campaign aims at promoting a quieter and pollution-free Diwali. 

 Volunteers take part in the Delhi government’s campaign for a pollution-free Diwali. Diwali is one 
of the biggest festivals in India. People across the country mark the festival in special ways by 
making rangolis, organising Diwali parties and preparing delicious dishes and sweets. However, 
air and noise pollution have been a cause of concern on this auspicious occasion. Bursting 
crackers is a major cause for pollution. 

 
India successfully testfires new-gen nuclear-capable 'Agni Prime' ballistic missile off Odisha Coast 

 The Agni Prime New Generation Ballistic Missile was successfully tested by India on October 21 
off the coast of Odisha. Around 9.45 this morning, a test launch of the ballistic missile took place. 
The missile successfully completed the test, covering its full range, and all of its test goals were 
achieved. 

 The Agni Prime, also known as “Agni-P,” is a two-stage canisterized missile from the Agni class 
that is nuclear-capable and has a maximum range of 2,000 kilometres. 

 The Agni Prime missile has updated guidance and propulsion technologies and weighs 50% less 
than the Agni 3 missile. 

 This test has demonstrated the system’s accuracy and dependability. 

 Agni Prime underwent its first test on June 28, 2021, and it underwent its second test on 
December 18, 2021. 

 
SPORTS 

Fifth Khelo India Youth Games-2022 to be held in Madhya Pradesh in January-February next year 

 The 5th edition of the Khelo India Youth Games will be held in Madhya Pradesh from 31st 
January to 11th February 2023. The event was felicitated by Union Minister for Youth Affairs and 
Sports Anurag Thakur, and Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 

 Indigenous games will be a part of the upcoming Khelo India Youth Games. Madhya Pradesh has 
made the sport of Mallakhamb their state sport for supporting the vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to support Olympics sports and indigenous sports in the same manner. 

 Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Thakur announced that the 5th edition of the 
Khelo India Youth Games will be held in Madhya Pradesh.Khelo India Youth Games will be held in 
eight locations. 

 More than 8500 athletes and sportspersons are expected that participate in the KIYG 2023.Khelo 
India Youth Games started in 2016 and since then, it has provided an effective platform for the 
youth of India to showcase their talents in sports. 
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SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 
Chandrayaan-3 pushed to 2023, launch to Moon likely in June 

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) plans to launch its third lunar mission in the 
month of June 2023. The more capable lunar rover that will be carried by Chandrayaan-3, which 
is essential for future interplanetary explorations, according to S. Somnath, Chairman of the 
Indian Space Agency, ISRO. 

 According to S Somnath, the Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle Mark-III (GSLV Mk-III) will launch 
Chandrayaan-3 (C-3) in June of next year. 

 ISRO is also working on the Gaganyaan mission, and the first abort test is scheduled for the new 
year. 

 The mission will rely on the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter, which is already circling the Moon; the 
Chandrayaan-3 rover is not a clone of its predecessor, according to the head of ISRO. “C-3 is now 
prepared. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

14th Edition of World Spice Congress to be held in Mumbai 

 The 14th World Spice Congress will take place in the CIDCO Exhibition and Convention Centre in 
Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra, from February 16 to 18, 2023. Spices Board India in conjunction with 
a number of trade and export forums is hosting the World Spice Congress during India’s G20 
presidency. 

 The 14th edition of the World Spice Congress (WSC) is going to be all about and only about 
‘SPICES,’ after announcing the subject. Vision 2030: SPICES (Sustainability- Productivity- 
Innovation- Collaboration- Excellence and Safety) has been selected as the subject for the 
current World Spice Congress (WSC). 

 Over a thousand delegates from more than fifty nations are anticipated to attend the 14th WSC. 

 Regulatory authorities from significant importing nations, ministers of trade, and industry 
associations from G20 member nations will all attend the event. 

 The World Spice Congress (WSC) event will also host an expo showcasing the advantages and 
skills of the Indian spice sector in addition to the business workshops. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Karnataka Bank wins digital transformation award 

 Karnataka Bank has bagged the National Digital Transformation Awards, “DX 2022 Awards” 
instituted by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for best practices in digital transformation 
under the BFSI segment. The awards in recognition of the “Innovative Excellence” in ‘KBL HR NxT 
– Employee Engagement’, ‘KBL Operations NxT – Operational Excellence’ and ‘KBL Customer NxT 
– Customer Experience’ were presented to senior executives of the bank at New Delhi. 

 KBL NxT concept was launched in 2021 under KBL Vikas 2.0 focusing on digitisation of its various 
verticals, including operations, human resources, customer experience, digital marketing etc. 

 In 2017, KBL launched its Transformation Journey ‘KBL Vikaas’, partnering with the Boston 
Consulting Group (India) Private Ltd, (BCG) in Mangaluru, Karnataka. 

 In 2021, KBL launched the ‘KBL NxT’ concept to emerge as the ‘digital bank of the future’.  
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Hyderabad Haleem wins ‘Most Popular GI’ food award 

 Telangana’s Hyderabadi Haleem has won the ‘Most Popular GI’ award after beating other food 
items including Rasgulla, Bikaneri Bhujiya, and Ratlami Sev. In a rigid competition with more than 
15 food items across the country with Geographical Indication (GI) status, the famous 
Hyderabadi Haleem has bagged the ‘Most Popular GI’ award. 

 GI tag is given to products to ensure that authorised users can only use the popular product 
name. For the first time, GI status was accorded to Hyderabadi Haleem in 2010. It expired in 
December 2019. However, later, the registrar of Geographical Indicator renewed the tag for the 
dish for 10 years. 

 Other Telangana items that were accorded GI tag include Nirmal toys and crafts, Nirmal 
furniture, Nirmal Paintings, Gadwal sari, and Banaganapalle Mangoes. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Liz Truss resigns as U.K. Prime Minister 

 Liz Truss, the British prime minister will step down from her position after only six weeks in office 
due to an economic plan that angered many members of her own party and rattled financial 
markets. Suella Braverman, Indian origin British interior minister, also resigned making her the 
second senior cabinet official to do so in the past week after finance minister Kwasi Kwarteng. 
Suella Braverman said that she left the Liz Truss administration due to a “technical” violation of 
government regulations and expressed her reservations about the government’s course while 
also criticising the premier. Grant Shapps, the country’s new interior minister, has taken Suella 
Braverman’s seat. 

 The Conservatives have a sizable majority in parliament and do not need to schedule a general 
election for another two years. 

 Rishi Sunak, a former finance minister, is most likely to face Penny Mordaunt in that race. 
 

NATIONAL 
India, France re-elected as President, Co-President of International Solar Alliance  

 In the third assembly of ISA, Union Power and New and Renewable Energy Minister R K Singh has 
been re-elected as the President of International Solar Alliance. France Minister of State for 
Development Chrysoula Zacharopoulou has been re-elected as Co-President. 

 The Third Assembly of the International Solar Alliance has been attended by 34 ISA Members 
ministers. 53 Member countries and 5 Signatory and Prospective Member countries participated 
to the Assembly. 

 India and France were re-elected as the President and Co- President of the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) for a term of two years at the virtual meeting of the Third Assembly held on 14 
October. Four new Vice-Presidents were also chosen to represent the four regions of ISA. The 
representatives of Fiji & Nauru for Asia Pacific Region; Mauritius & Niger for Africa Region; UK & 
Netherlands for Europe and others Region, and Cuba and Guyana for Latin America and 
Caribbean Region assumed the vice presidency. 
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APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 
ISRO designates Dr Sankarasubramanian as the Principal Scientist of the Aditya-L1 mission 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation has designated Dr. Sankarasubramanian K as the 
Principal Scientist of the Aditya-L1 mission. Aditya-L1 is the first observatory-class space-based 
solar mission from India. Sankarasubramanian has contributed to AstroSat, Chandrayaan-1 and 
Chandrayaan-2 missions of ISRO in several capacities. 

 Aditya-L1 is the first observatory-class space-based solar mission from India. The spacecraft will 
be placed in a halo orbit around the first Lagrange point, L1, of the Sun-Earth system. 

 A satellite around the L1 point has the major advantage of continuously viewing the Sun without 
occultation/eclipses. This position provides a greater advantage of observing solar activities 
continuously. 

 Dr Sankarasubramanian K. is a senior solar scientist at the U R Rao Satellite Centre (URSC), 
Bengaluru. He obtained his PhD in Physics from Bangalore University through the Indian Institute 
of Astrophysics, Bengaluru. 
About ISRO: 
Chairman: S. Somanath 
Foundation Date: 15th August, 1969 
Founder: Dr. Vikram Sarabhai 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Police Commemoration Day 2022: 21st October 

 October 21 commemorates the sacrifices of ten CRPF personnel who lost their lives in the line of 
duty. On October 21, 1959, ten Indian policemen were killed during an attack by Chinese troops 
in the Hot Springs region close to Ladakh after an argument between the troops. Since that day, 
21 October has been observed as National Police Commemoration Day in honour of the martyrs. 

 This incident started on October 20, 1959, when the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was in 
charge of patrolling the 2,600-mile border between India and Tibet. Three units of the CRPF’s 3rd 
Battalion were dispatched on separate patrols to a location known as Hot Springs to keep an eye 
on the Indo-China border in North Eastern Ladakh. However, one of the three contingents, which 
consisted of two police constables and a porter, did not return. 
About Central Reserve Police Force 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Formed: 27 July 1939 
Director General, CRPF: Dr Sujoy Lal Thaosen, IPS 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Bangladesh: Youth from 70 countries to take part in Global Youth Climate Summit 

 Global Youth Leadership Center, an international non-profit organisation, is all set to embark on 
its journey from Bangladesh on October 20 with the inauguration of its first programme — the 
Global Youth Climate Summit. The three-day summit will be held at Ava Center in Khulna, one of 
Bangladesh’s most climate vulnerable regions, bringing together 650 youths from 70 countries to 
explore how today’s youth can lead the fight against climate change. 
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 Addressing the media in Dhaka, Ejaj Ahmad, the founder and chief executive officer of Global 
Youth Leadership Center, said, ‘Climate change is the biggest crisis facing humanity today. To 
address a complex challenge like climate change, we will all have to work globally and at scale.’ 

 ‘Our mission is to expand the youth’s knowledge about climate science, equip them with 
leadership skills to take individual and collective action, and enable them to launch businesses 
that contribute to climate mitigation or adaptation,’ he said. To empower the youth to take 
climate action, he said 10 delegates at the summit will receive a grant of 1,000 US dollars each to 
implement their climate mitigation or adaptation project. 

 
RANKING 

In Charts: India ranks third in rise of super rich, set to overtake China by 2032 

 With levels of poverty, inflation and hunger notwithstanding, India ranks third in the world’s 
first-ever global study on the rise of centi-millionaires — individuals with assets of more than Rs 
830 crore ($100 million), a new report has revealed. 

 Out of the world’s 25,490 centi-millionaires, India has 1,132, beating countries like the UK, Russia 
and Switzerland, in a swift growing and powerful class of super-rich tech titans, financiers, 
multinational CEOs, and heirs. By 2032, India will overtake China (number 2) as the fastest 
growing market for centi-millionaires, with an anticipated 80 per cent growth rate in individuals 
worth over $100 million, the report released by international investment migration advisory firm 
Henley & Partners stated. 

 “At around 57 per cent, the growth of centi-millionaires in Asia will be twice that of Europe and 
the US over the next decade. Concentrated primarily in China and India, the centi-millionaires in 
these countries are set to eclipse their European and American peers,” said Misha Glenny, a 
financial journalist and author. 

 
India ranks 41st spot out of 44 in Mercer CFS Global Pension Index 

 As compared to 40th out of 43 countries in 2021, India ranked 41 out of 44 countries in the 
Mercer CFS Global Pension Index. The MCGPI is a comprehensive study of 44 global pension 
systems, accounting for 65 percent of the world’s population. The survey pointed out that the 
country needs to strengthen its regulatory framework and boost the coverage under private 
pension arrangements. 

 “In the absence of social security coverage in the country, the adequacy and sustainability sub-
indices can be improved significantly by boosting coverage under private pension 
arrangements,” the report based on the survey said. 

 In 2020, India ranked 34 out of 39 countries with a value of 45.7. In 2022, the index value was 
44.4. 

 The index measures the pension system in the country under three sub-heads, adequacy, 
sustainability and integrity. India’s score in these three measurements was 33.5, 41.8 and 61 
respectively. 

 Globally, Iceland had the highest overall index value (84.7), closely followed by the Netherlands 
(84.6) and Denmark (82.0). Thailand had the lowest index value (41.7). 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
HDFC Securities Opens the First Women-Only Digital Centre In Karnataka  

 Leading stock brokerage firm, HDFC Securities, announced the opening of the first-ever Women-
Only Digital Centre (DC) in India. This pioneering centre, staffed with a team of women, will serve 
both male and female investors. This closely follows the company’s announcement regarding the 
opening of multiple DCs across India to ease access to services and promote digital adoption. 

 “We are already in the process of hiring 600 relationship managers for our pan-India Digital 
Centres. We are very aware that the largest percentage of our customers consists of young 
Indians. So, our solutions need to cater to the unique needs and expectations of these digital 
natives. Also, the relationship managers at our DCs are aged less than 30 years, which gives them 
unique insights into the needs of our largest customer demographic. 

 The Women-Only DC is another step in HDFC Securities’ aim to foster diversity within the 
organization, while also empowering its customers with technology that eases their journey to 
financial freedom. The company’s digital focus is also driven by the fact that India has among the 
largest populations of young adults in the world, with Gen Z making up 27% of them. This is why 
the company intends to hire women aged below 30 years for this revolutionary digital centre. 
HDFC Securities plans to hire more than 100+ relationship managers for the Women-Only DC in 
Bengaluru. 

 
PhonePe launches green data center with Dell Technologies and NTT 

 PhonePe, a homegrown fintech platform, announced the launch of its first green data centre in 
India, leveraging technologies and solutions from Dell Technologies and NTT. The facility opens 
up new opportunities in data management for PhonePe, with efficient data security, power 
efficiency, ease of operations, and cloud solutions. The centre will also help the company to build 
sustainable and efficient infrastructure to scale its operations across the country further 
seamlessly. 

 This 4.8-megawatt facility, which occupies 13740 sqft at Mahape, Navi Mumbai, is built and 
designed with advanced alternative cooling technologies like Direct Contact Liquid Cooling 
(DCLC) and Liquid Immersion Cooling (LIC). The data centre’s Dell PowerEdge servers will provide 
exceptional performance, simplified management, and intelligent automation while using less 
energy. 

 Green data centres are the future of sustainable digital transformation. This deployment is an 
exciting showcase for the possibilities of new alternative cooling technologies that can help 
optimise power consumption in a data centre. 

 
Buy ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company Ltd For Target Rs.1450 - Motilal Oswal 

 As OPEX expanded at 9% compared to an 11% growth in NEP, the underwriting loss for ICICIGI 
was INR1.5 billion in 2Q as opposed to INR1.9 billion in 1QFY23. Claims ratio increased to 72.8% 
in 2Q vs. 72.1% in 1QFY23 as higher claims in the Motor OD and the Health sector offset the 
advantages of lower loss ratios in Motor TP and Fire. 

 ICICI Lombard report ratio increased by 300bps year over year.Due to greater rates, investment 
income, at INR8.7 billion, exceeded their projection of INR7.4 billion. 

 The combined ratio was 105.1% as opposed to 105.3%/104.1% in the 2QFY22 and 1QFY23. 
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 In 1QFY23, the solvency ratio was 2.6x; today it is 2.5x. PAT was INR4.6b after adjusting for a tax 
reversal of INR1.3b (est. INR3.8b). The reported PAT was INR5.9b. 
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NATIONAL 
PM Modi lays foundation stone of new strategic air base in Gujarat's Deesa 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for Indian Air Force (IAF)’s new airbase 
at Deesa in Banaskantha district of Gujarat and described it as an effective center of India’s 
security. He said the Deesa air base, mere 130 kilometers from the Indo-Pak border, will be able 
to give a better response to any threat coming from the western side. 

 Although the land for Deesa airbase was allotted an in-principle approval given to Indian Air 
Force (IAF) by the Vajpayee government way back in 2000, the project was put on a back burner 
by the UPA government for the next 14 years. Although the project was revived when Narendra 
Modi took over as PM, it was the 2017 massive floods in Banaskantha that really kick-started the 
project. 

 It was then Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman who got the airbase approved by the 
government along with the ₹1,000 crore funding. 

 While PM Modi said the Deesa airbase will provide faster offensive capability to the IAF in this 
sector, the new airfield will also plug a crucial tactical gap between forward air bases at Naliya, 
Bhuj in Gujarat, and Phalodi in Rajasthan. 

 The Deesa air base will be the fire wall between enemy aircraft taking off from Mirpur Khas, 
Hyderabad, Shahbaz F-16 airbase in Jacobabad in Pakistan with Gujarat’s more than a trillion 
dollar industrial complex in and around Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar and Vadodara as target to 
economically hit India in the worst-case scenario. Deesa will also make Pakistani cities of 
Hyderabad, Karachi, and Sukkur vulnerable with its deep penetration strike aircraft. 

 
SPORTS 

Sajan Bhanwal becomes first-ever Indian Greco-Roman wrestler to win medal at U-23 World 
Championship 

 Sajan Bhanwal became the first-ever Indian Greco-Roman wrestler to win a medal at the Under-
23 World Championship defeating Ukraine’s Dmytro Vasetskyi in the 77 kg bronze medal play-off 
at Pontevedra, Spain. 

 The bout ended at 10-10 but since the Indian had scored the last point he was declared the 
winner on criteria. 

 Six Greco-Roman wrestlers are participating in the championship along with two women and one 
free-style wrestler. 

  
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi unveils indigenous trainer aircraft HTT-40, designed & developed 
by HAL, during DefExpo 2022 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi unveiled HTT-40, an indigenous trainer aircraft designed and 
developed by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), at the India Pavilion during 12th DefExpo in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat on October 19, 2022. Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, Chief Minister of 
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Gujarat Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel were among those present on the occasion. The aircraft has 
state-of-the-art contemporary systems and has been designed with pilot-friendly features. With 
over 60 per cent in-house parts and collaboration of private industry, it is a shining example of 
the vision of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. 

 The HTT-40 would be used for basic flight training, aerobatics, instrument flying and close 
formation flights whereas its secondary roles would include navigation and night flying. It is a 
testament to the cutting-edge technology designed to meet primary training requirements of the 
Indian defence services. 

 Built around a meticulously-tested turbo-prop engine, the aircraft is equipped with the latest 
avionics, an air-conditioned cabin and ejection seats. It boasts of unique features like running 
change-over of pilots, hot-refuelling and short-turnaround time. All the tests required for 
certification were completed in record six years from the first flight. 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Pradeep Singh Kharola appointed CMD of India Trade Promotion Organization 

 Former Civil Aviation Secretary Pradeep Singh Kharola was named Chairman and Managing 
Director of India Trade Promotion Organization (ITPO) on Wednesday, according to a Personnel 
Ministry order. 

 Kharola, a Karnataka cadre Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer from the 1985 batch, 
retired as civil aviation secretary in September last year. In March of this year, he was appointed 
chairman of the National Recruitment Agency (NRA), which is responsible for conducting 
computer-based Common Eligibility Tests for government job recruitment. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has accepted Kharola's appointment as 
Chairman and Managing Director, ITPO, on a contract basis for two years from the date of 
assumption of charge of the post, it said. 

 
Mallikarjun Kharge Elected As The New Congress President 

 Veteran Karnataka leader Mallikarjun Kharge defeated his rival Shashi Tharoor to become the 
first non-Gandhi Congress president in 24 years, and the first Scheduled Caste chief of the grand 
old organization in four decades. Kharge polled 7897 of the 9385 votes cast while Tharoor 
garnered a meagre 1072. Sources said 416 votes were invalid. 

 He is the first non-Gandhi to head the Congress in 24 years, after Sitaram Kesri was 
unceremoniously ousted in 1988 through a Congress Working Committee resolution that invited 
Sonia Gandhi to become the party chief. Sonia had become a primary member of the Congress 
only a year ago at the AICC Kolkata plenary in 1997. 

 Kharge is also the only Congress chief who has been leader of opposition in a state assembly 
(Karnataka); leader of the party in Lok Sabha and who is now the leader of opposition in Rajya 
Sabha.  

 This was the first election for the post of Congress president in 22 years and only the fifth major 
contest in the party’s 137 year history.  
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Statistics Day 2022 : 20th October 

 World Statistics Day 2022 is celebrated annually on October 20th to recognize the importance of 
statistics in our daily lives. The United Nations Statistical Commission has been at the forefront of 
advocating for the use of statistics to track progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Good data and statistics are essential for effective planning, monitoring and evaluation 
of progress towards the SDGs. 

 The theme of Statistics Day, 2022 is “Data for Sustainable Development”. On this occasion, 
MoSPI also recognizes the outstanding contribution through high-quality research in the field of 
applied and theoretical statistics benefiting the official statistical system through awards 
instituted for this purpose. 

 The day celebrates the role of statistics and statisticians in improving the world we live in and 
marks the anniversary of the founding of the United Nations Statistical Commission in 1947. 

 
World Osteoporosis Day 2022: 20th October 

 World osteoporosis day is a global healthcare event observed every year on 20 October. The day 
is observed to promote the early diagnosis of osteoporosis, its treatment and preventive tips for 
strong bones. The campaigns are mainly focused on encouraging people to take preventative 
measures for their bone health to avoid any risk of osteoporosis and associated complications in 
the future. 

 This year 2022, the World Osteoporosis Day theme is “Step Up For Bone Health”, intending to 
encourage people around the world to check for bone density and bone health status regularly 
(especially people above 50) and inculcate healthy lifestyle to strengthen the bone health. The 
theme “Step Up For Bone Health” appeals the global healthcare organizations and policymakers 
to create better opportunities and accessible facilities for everyone to avail of timely diagnosis 
and treatment to prevent torments of osteoporosis and its complications. 

 
RANKING 

Reliance Jio topples BSNL to become largest fixed-line service provider in August 

 Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Jio became the largest landline service provider in the country for 
the first time, in August. With 7.35 million landline connections as on August 31, Reliance Jio 
beat state-owned telecom operator and hitherto market leader BSNL’s 7.13 million connections, 
according to the latest data released by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai). Third-
placed MTNL provided 2.6 million connections. 

 The development marks a watershed moment in India’s telecom history since fixed-line or 
landline connections formed the final segment where a state-owned operator was in the top 
spot. Reliance Jio had been looking to make inroads into the segment over the past few years 
and launched Jio Fibre in 2019, which included both landline and fibre-based broadband services. 

 Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) had earlier pointed out the declining number of 
landline connections in the country as a cause for concern since the same network is also used to 
deliver fixed-line broadband services. Largely dominated by BSNL and MTNL, the number of 
landline connections declined from 36.76 million in 2010 to 20.58 million in 2020. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
MoS Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar flags off first SemiconIndia FutureDesign Roadshow in Gandhinagar 

 Rajeev Chandrasekhar, state minister for electronics and IT for the Union, officially kicked off the 
first SemiconIndia FutureDesign roadshow in Gujarat. Speaking at the event, Chandrasekhar 
stated that the roadshows were organised with the intention of encouraging startups, next-
generation innovators, and business titans to invest in semiconductor design. 

 As envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, it will contribute to the development of a 
strong semiconductor ecosystem in the nation. 

 At the occasion, the minister also unveiled the ISRO-tested and approved NavIC Receiver 
Chipsets. 

 They are prepared for commercial market deployment.The government wants to get as many 
young Indians interested in and involved in the Semicon India trip by bringing the programme to 
every student and every campus. 

 
CCI imposes Rs 392.36 cr fine on MakeMyTrip, Goibibo, OYO for anti-competitive conduct 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) on Wednesday imposed monetary penalties of Rs 
223.48 crore on MakeMyTrip-Goibibo (MMT-Go) and Rs 168.88 crore on OYO (Oravel Stays 
Limited) for indulging in unfair business practices in the hotel segment. 

 The CCI, in a 131-page order, said that it has carried out an in-depth analysis for delineation of 
relevant market, laying special emphasis on such assessment in case of platform markets. 

 The fair-trade regulator said that after examining the parity obligation vide which MMT-Go was 
imposing wide price parity as well as room availability parity obligations on its hotel partners, it 
has found that the deep discounts and parity conditions together has created an ecosystem that 
reinforces MMT-Go’s dominant position in the relevant market. 

 It added that these conditions help MMT-Go to retain and further increase its network of users, 
who are increasingly dependent on the platform for availing of the best deals.   

  Secondly, it impedes the competitive process between OTAs by limiting the competitive 
levers/instruments at the disposal of other portals that, for instance, cannot get better prices 
from hotels by offering lower commission rates.    
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INTERNATIONAL 
Japan seeks Geographical Indication tag for nihonshu, an alcoholic beverage 

 This is the first time a product from Japan has filed for a tag at the Geographical Indication 
Registry in Chennai. The Embassy of Japan, New Delhi, has filed an application seeking a 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag for Nihonshu/Japanese sake, an alcoholic beverage. It is learnt 
that this is the first time a product from Japan has filed for a tag at the Geographical Indication 
Registry here. 

 Nihonshu is regarded as a special and valuable beverage made from fermenting rice. People 
traditionally drink nihonshu on special occasions, such as festivals, weddings or funerals, but it is 
also consumed on a daily basis. Thus, it is an integral part of the lifestyle and culture in Japan. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 The sake market (almost all are nihonshu) is the second largest brewed liquor (such as beer) 
market in Japan. For making nihonshu three main raw materials – rice, koji-kin (a type of fungal 
spore) and water – are required. 

 
NATIONAL 

World Cup hosts Qatar set to host 2023 AFC Asian Cup 

 The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Executive Committee has confirmed the Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) as the host association for the AFC Asian Cup 2023. The 11th AFC Executive 
Committee meeting was chaired by AFC President Shaikh Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa. 

 He congratulated the QFA on their successful bid and also conveyed the appreciation of the 
Asian Football Family to the Football Association of Indonesia (PSSI) and the Korea Football 
Association (KFA) for their proposals. 

 Qatar is the reigning AFC Asian Cup Champions and will be hosting the most prestigious men’s 
tournament for the third time. 

 The AFC Executive Committee also deliberated upon the bidding proposals for the AFC Asian Cup 
2027. 

 
India Gate, the flagship brand of KRBL, has been recognized as the world's Number one  

 India Gate, the flagship brand of KRBL, has been recognized as the world’s No. 1 Basmati Rice 
Brand in a market study conducted by a leading global research company. The quantitative study 
by Mordor Intelligence covers research of White and Brown Basmati Rice Category across 
continents like the Americas, Europe, Asia-Pacific, and Middle East & Africa. The research has 
been done using methodologies like Primary & Secondary Research, Data Triangulation, and 
Insight Generation. 

 Mordor Intelligence, a leading global research company founded in 2014 has been conducting 
studies providing insights to 4000+ enterprises across 100+ countries across multiple industries. 

 Since its introduction in 1998, India Gate Basmati Rice has been working continuously to deliver 
its purpose of enriching lives through Basmati Rice, a nutritional wonder of nature. 

 Over the years, India Gate has developed a successful global consumer franchise, as evidenced 
by the fact that it is exported to over 90 countries and sells 8+ cr. packs annually. 

 The grains of India Gate Basmati Rice is aged to perfection, which makes them longer, fluffier, 
non-sticky, and full of beautiful aroma, setting them apart from the others. 

 
PM inaugurates PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 2022 at Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New 
Delhi 

 The PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 2022 will be launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. More than 13,500 farmers from all around 
the country and about 1,500 agri entrepreneurs are expected to attend the two-day event. 

 The Prime Minister will officially open 600 Pradan Mantri Kisan Samruddhi Kendras (PMKSK) 
under the ministry of chemicals and fertilisers. 

 PMKSK will provide agri-inputs like fertilisers, seeds, and implements; testing facilities for soil, 
seeds, and fertilisers; awareness-raising activities for farmers; details on various government 
programmes; and regular capacity building for retailers at block/district level outlets. 
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 During the occasion, the PM will also introduce the One Nation One Fertilizer initiative, Bhartiya 
Jan Urvarak Pariyojana. 

 
SPORTS 

Bernard Dunne is Indian boxing's new high performance director 

 Former Irish professional boxer Bernard Dunne has been named the high-performance director 
(HPD) for Indian boxing. Dunne, who had a five-year (2017-2022) stint with the Irish Athletic 
Boxing Association, replaces Santiago Nieva. During Dunne’s tenure with the Ireland team, Kellie 
Harrington emerged as World (2018, Delhi) and Olympic (2021, Tokyo) champion, while Amy 
Broadhurst and Lisa O’Rourke won golds at this year’s World Championships in Istanbul and 
Aidan Walsh secured a bronze at the Tokyo Olympics. 

 The 42-year-old Dunne, who has bagged 13 national titles, has joined the Indian boxing elite 
programme at Patiala. He has won the WBA World Championship (2009) and the European 
Championship (2007), will take over the position which was left vacant after Santiago Nieva’s 
departure. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Yubi appoints Atanu Chakraborty as Independent Chairman of its Board 

 Atanu Chakraborty has been appointed as the Independent Chairman of the Yubi board, as told 
by the company itself.. In addition, Atanu Chakraborty serves as HDFC Bank’s board chairman at 
the moment. Atanu Chakraborty served as the Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Finance and a 
member of the Central Board of Directors of the Reserve Bank of India, according to a press 
release from the Chennai-based debt marketplace. 

 Atanu Chakraborty said that Since its establishment, Yubi has worked to provide reliable and 
effective digital infrastructure to the various players in the Indian financial system. It gives me 
great pleasure to serve as Chair of the Yubi Board and to support the organization’s aim to invent 
and unleash the economic growth potential of India. 

 
Cognizant hires former Infosys president Ravi Kumar to lead Americas market 

 Former Infosys president Ravi Kumar S, who resigned from the Bengaluru-based IT company last 
week, is joining as president of Cognizant Americas. Kumar will take on the position from January 
16, 2023, and will be reporting directly to Brian Humphries, chief executive officer (CEO) of 
Cognizant. Kumar succeeds Dharmendra Kumar Sinha who retired from Cognizant last year. At 
present, Sinha is the president of the public cloud business unit in Rackspace Technology. Surya 
Gummadi will continue to hold the post of interim president for Cognizant Americas till Kumar 
joins, after which he will move to lead Cognizant’s $5-billion health sciences business. 

 In 2015, Kumar was one of the two presidents appointed by Infosys, and served in that position 
for almost seven years. He had been with Infosys for 20 years. Cognizant has also announced the 
appointment of former Bain executive Prasad Sankaran as head of the software and platform 
engineering (SPE) service line. 

 
JP Morgan Elevates Kaustubh Kulkarni As India Head 

 JP Morgan has announced the appointment of its new Country Head of India, Kaustubh Kulkarni. 
Madhav Kalyan the current country head of India will be serving in the Asia Pacific Payments 
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Division from 1st November 2022. Kaustubh Kulkarni is currently serving as the head of 
investment banking in JP Morgan India and also as the Vice-chair of Asia Pacific for the bank and 
also as the co-head of investment banking for Southeast Asia. 

 Kaustubh Kulkarni has been serving in JP Morgan for the past 24 years. 

 Madhav Kalyan has been serving in JP Morgan since 2009 as head of corporate banking for India. 

 Pierpont Morgan was an American financier and investment banker who dominated corporate 
finance on Wall Street during the Gilded Age. The firm is known as JP Morgan and Co. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Karnataka Bank launches “KBL Centenary Deposit Scheme” @ 7.60% ROI 

 Karnataka Bank has launched a term deposit scheme named the KBL Centenary Deposit Scheme 
with effect from October 17, 2022. In order to honour the amazing journey towards its 
Centenary and to thank its customers, the bank has created a special term deposit programme 
with a higher rate of interest. 

 For a period of 555 days, the KBL Centenary Deposit Scheme will enjoy an interest rate of 7.20% 
p.a. Senior citizens will pay an interest rate of 7.60% annually. 

 The Karnataka Bank will join the elite group of banks that are now providing the highest rate of 
interest on term deposits in the banking market by implementing this deposit programme. 

  
RBL Bank and BookMyShow announce partnership to launch 'Play' credit card  

 The launch of a new credit card called “Play” by RBL Bank and BookMyShow will significantly 
increase the entertainment value for Indian consumers. RBL Bank and BookMyShow collaborated 
to offer the Fun Plus credit card earlier in 2016. Customers will be able to follow the full 
procedure on BookMyShow, a first for any entertainment platform in India, from application to 
delivery of the “Play” credit card. 

 Select BookMyShow customers will have access to the “Play” credit card, which will enable them 
to take advantage of lucrative offers on movie tickets, live entertainment purchases (both online 
and offline). 

 The customers will also have access to binge-watching movies and TV shows on BookMyShow 
Stream by renting or buying a title, all while earning rewards with each purchase. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Sweden's parliament elects PM backed for first time by far right 

 Sweden’s parliament elected Moderates leader Ulf Kristersson as the country’s new prime 
minister. A total of 176 members of the Riksdag voted in favor of Kristersson, while 173 
members voted against him. 

 The Sweden Democrats were the big winners in the closely fought September 11 general 
election.  They emerged as the second-largest party with a record 20.5 percent of votes, trailing 
only the Social Democrats, who have dominated Swedish politics since the 1930s. The right-wing 
bloc now has 176 seats in parliament, to their left-wing rivals’ 173. Kristersson’s four-party 
alliance unveiled a 62-page roadmap heavily influenced by the far-right agenda. It promises 
major crackdowns on crime and immigration and the construction of new nuclear reactors. 
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 Sweden Democrat leader Jimmie Akesson told parliament that while his party would have 
preferred to be in government and holding cabinet posts, the policies the coalition pursued were 
most important. “It is what the government does that is important, not what the government 
looks like,” he said. 

 The socialists are in power in only four of the fifteen European Union (EU) member state 
governments (Germany, Great Britain, Greece, and Sweden). 

 
NATIONAL 

India registered defence exports worth Rs 8,000 cr in six months of FY 2022-23 

 India registered defence exports worth Rs 8,000 crore in six months of the current financial year 
and aims to achieve the annual export target of Rs 35,000 crore by 2025, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said. He was speaking at the curtain raiser event of DefExpo, scheduled to be held 
from October 18 to 22, in Gandhinagar. 

 Singh said India’s defence sector registered exports worth Rs 30,000 crore after 2014 when the 
Narendra Modi government came to power at the Centre. He said India is progressing speedily 
on the path to achieving global standards of design, development and manufacturing at the 
international level. 

 “Before 2014, we used to achieve (defence) exports of Rs 900-1,300 crore. After all these years, 
we have achieved exports worth more than Rs 30,000 crore to date. We can add another Rs 
8,000-9,000 crore of the export target (this year),” Singh said. “We target to achieve (annual 
defence) exports worth Rs 35,000 crore by the end of FY 2025. We have achieved exports worth 
Rs 8,000 crore in six months (of FY 2022-23),” Singh said. 

 
SCIENCE & TEHNOLOGY 

CERT-In and Power-CSIRTs jointly conduct Cyber Security Exercise “PowerEX-2022” 

 193 invited Power Sector Utilities to participate in the Cyber Security Exercise “PowerEX” that 
was successfully designed and carried out by the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team 
(CERT-IN) and Power-CSIRTs. On the exercise day, the CERT-In team collaborated with the 
Power-CSIRT authorities’ Exercise Planner Team as Exercise Coordinators. 

 “Recognize, Analyze & Respond to Cyber Incidents in IT & OT Systems” was the exercise’s stated 
goal. 

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology of the Government of India houses the 
Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-IN or ICERT). It is the central organisation for 
handling risks to cyber security like phishing and hacking. It strengthens the Indian Internet 
domain’s security-related defence. 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

DY Chandrachud appointed 50th Chief Justice of India, to take oath on Nov 9  

 President Droupadi Murmu has appointed Dr Justice DY Chandrachud as the new Chief Justice of 
India. He will succeed the present Chief Justice of India Justice Uday Umesh Lalit. Justice 
Chandrachud’s appointment will come into effect from the 9th of next month. Justice DY 
Chandrachud would be the 50th Chief Justice of India. While Justice Lalit has a tenure of 74 days, 
Justice Chandrachud will serve as the CJI for two years. Justice Chandrachud will demit office on 
November 10, 2024. 
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 Born in 1959, Dhananjaya Yeshwant Chandrachud earned his LLB from Delhi University. After 
earning the coveted Inlaks Scholarship, he went on to study at Harvard University. He earned his 
Masters in Law (LLM) and Doctorate in Juridical Sciences at Harvard (SJD). 

 His father Justice Yeshwant Vishnu Chandrachud was the 16th Chief Justice of India, serving from 
February 22, 1978, till July 11, 1985. He was appointed to the Supreme Court of India on August 
28, 1972. He was the longest-serving Chief Justice in India’s history, having served for 7 years and 
4 months. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Trauma Day 2022 2022: 17th October 

 Every year, October 17 is celebrated as World Trauma Day. The day is observed with a view to 
prevent the increasing rate of accidents and injuries causing death and disability across the 
world. The day was created in New Delhi, India, in 2011. This was a result of the high number of 
deaths caused by road accidents in the country, an estimate of over 400 people lost their lives 
each day to it. Road Traffic Accident (RTA) is the leading cause of trauma across the world. 

 On World Trauma Day, people the world over come together to commemorate those that have 
died or become injured due to violence and trauma or accidents. Furthermore, the day 
emphasizes the importance of prevention and how everyone can contribute to making the world 
a safer place. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

UNDP partners Arya.ag, FWWB India to strengthen value chain in agriculture, allied sectors 

 Project Excel is being implemented in the Gujarati districts of Jamnagar and Dwaraka Devbhumi 
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in collaboration with the integrated 
grain commerce platform Arya.ag and Friends of Women’s World Banking India (FWWB India). It 
aims to increase the incomes of 10,000 farmer households through the promotion of small 
businesses, intervention in the agri-value chain, and skill development in the agricultural 
industry. 

 By December 2023, the collaboration for Project Excel hopes to have assembled a team of 
community resource people who will support, encourage, and coach local business owners. 

 A team of sourcing managers will be assembled as part of the project to undertake value chain 
interventions and create credit and market links through collectivization. 

 Arya.ag will work to create farmer collectives for efficient post-harvest management and create 
the producer group’s agriculture value chain. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Sri-Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka bags Booker Prize 2022 for his magnum opus ‘The Seven 
Moons of Maali Almeida’ 

 Sri Lankan author, Shehan Karunatilaka has won Britain’s Booker Prize 2022 for fiction for his 
work “The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida”, about a journalist murdered amid the country’s 
sectarian strife. The judges praised the “ambition of its scope, and the hilarious audacity of its 
narrative techniques”. Karunatilaka’s second novel, The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida comes 
more than a decade after his debut, Chinaman, which was published in 2011. 
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  Neil MacGregor, chair of the judges for this year’s prize, said the novel was chosen because “it’s 
a book that takes the reader on a rollercoaster journey through life and death right to what the 
author describes as the dark heart of the world”. 

 Karunatilaka, 47, is the second Sri Lankan to win the award, following Michael Ondaatje’s victory 
in 1992 for “The English Patient”. Aside from the £50,000 ($56,000) prize, winning the Booker 
can provide a career-changing boost in sales and public profile. 

 
RANKING 

415 Million Lifted Out Of Poverty In Last 15 Years In India: UN Report  

 The number of people living below the poverty line in India decreased by 415 million between 
2005-06 and 2019-21, according to a new Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) released  jointly 
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI) at the University of Oxford. 

 The index has stated that India still has the world’s highest number of poor at 228.9 million, 
followed by Nigeria (96.7 million projected in 2020). The report found that across 111 countries 
which were assessed using the most recent comparable data available, 1.2 billion people (19.1 
per cent) live in acute poverty and almost half of these people (593 million) are children under 
the age of 18 years. The developing region with the largest number of poor people is Sub-
Saharan Africa (nearly 579 million), followed by South Asia (385 million), the report highlighted. 

 The MPI highlighted that the Covid-19 pandemic had set the global progress in reducing poverty 
back by 3–10 years. “Despite progress, India’s population remains vulnerable to the mounting 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and to rising food and energy prices. Integrated policies 
tackling the ongoing nutritional and energy crises should be a priority,” the report said. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India’s forex reserves rise by USD 204 million to USD 532.868 billion 

 The Reserve Bank reported an increase in the value of gold assets caused India’s foreign 
exchange reserves to climb by USD 204 million to USD 532.868 billion for the week ended 
October 7. The total reserves decreased by USD 4.854 billion to USD 532.664 billion during the 
previous reporting week. 

 The aggregate foreign reserves decreased to USD 532.664 billion from USD 4.854 billion the 
previous week ending September 30. 

 The foreign reserves have been declining for several weeks as the central bank uses its funds to 
protect the rupee against pressures mostly brought on by international events. 

 In the week ending October 7, Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs), a significant portion of total 
reserves, decreased by USD 1.311 billion to USD 471.496 billion, according to the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) Weekly Statistical Supplement. 

 The FCAs, which are expressed in dollar terms, take into account the impact of appreciation or 
depreciation of non-US currencies held in foreign exchange reserves, such as the euro, pound, 
and yen. 

 
India can attract $475 billion in FDI in five years, says CII-EY report 

 India has promising growth prospects for foreign direct investment (FDI) and has the potential to 
draw $475 billion in FDI flows over the next five years, according to a CII-EY report. Despite the 
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effects of the pandemic and geopolitical developments, foreign direct investment (FDI) in India 
has steadily increased over the past ten years, reaching $84.8 billion in FY 2021–22. 

 71% of multinational corporations (MNCs) with operations in India view it as a key market for 
their international expansion. Prospects for the long run and the short term are what are fueling 
the optimism. 

 According to the report titled “Vision – Developed India: Opportunities and Expectations of 
MNCs,” the majority of MNCs believe that the Indian economy will perform significantly better in 
the next three to five years. 

 India’s potential is fueled by a number of factors, including the country’s ranking as one of the 
largest and fastest-growing economies in the world, strong consumer patterns, digitization, and 
an expanding services industry. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EAM Jaishankar begins two-day Egypt visit, meets eminent foreign policy thinkers  

 External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has reached Cairo in Egypt on his two-day official visit. 
On the first day of his visit, he met with eminent personalities in the field of foreign policy. 
During his visit, Dr Jaishankar have discuss a range of bilateral, regional and international issues 
of mutual interest with Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry. 

 India and Egypt traditionally enjoy warm and friendly relations underpinned by historical and 
cultural linkages. Both countries are celebrating 75 years of establishment of diplomatic relations 
this year. Egypt has been invited as a ‘Guest Country’ during India’s Presidency of G-20 in 2022-
23. 

 Egypt has been one of India’s largest trading partners in Africa and the promotion of bilateral 
trade, commerce and investments will be one of the focus areas during the visit. India-Egypt 
bilateral trade has touched a record high of 7.26 billion US dollars during the last financial year. 
Indian investment in Egypt is worth 3.15 billion US dollars. Over 50 Indian companies are actively 
present in Egypt in a range of sectors like manufacturing, chemicals, energy, infrastructure and 
retail. 

 EAM’s visit to Egypt will provide an opportunity to review the entire gamut of our bilateral and 
multilateral relations and to exchange views with the Egyptian leadership covering whole range 
of issues of mutual interest.  

 
Japan set to scrap remarriage restrictions on pregnant women 

 Japanese cabinet ministers on Oct 14 approved the scrapping of a law that stipulates women 
pregnant at the time of a divorce must wait 100 days before marrying again. The law, in place for 
more than a century, does not apply to men and was originally intended as a way to aid the 
identification of the father who is financially responsible for a newborn baby. 

 Japan consistently ranks low in the World Economic Forum’s annual Global Gender Gap report, 
which takes political empowerment into account as well as health, education and economic 
participation. In 2022, the country was placed 116th out of 146 ranked. 

 The striking demographic feature in post-World War II Japan was the decline of birth and death 
rates, the result of families having fewer children and of health conditions improving markedly. 
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Japan’s rate of population increase slowed dramatically at the end of the 20th century and 
became essentially stagnant in the first decade of the 21st century. 

 
US resolution calls for recognition of Pak actions as 'genocide' in 1971 war  

 Two American congressmen have introduced a resolution in the House of Representatives urging 
the Biden administration to recognise the Pakistan Army’s atrocities against ethnic minorities 
during the 1971 Liberation War of Bangladesh. 

 The legislation was brought by Congressmen Ro Khanna and Steve Chabot on October 14, calling 
on the Pakistan government, among other things, to apologise to the people of Bangladesh for 
its role in the genocide of ethnic Bengalis and Hindus during the war. 

 The resolution “condemns the atrocities committed by the Armed Forces of Pakistan against the 
people of Bangladesh from March 1971 to December 1971; recognises that such atrocities 
against ethnic Bengalis and Hindus constitute crimes against humanity, war crimes, and 
genocide; calls on the President of the United States to recognise the atrocities committed 
against ethnic Bengalis and Hindus by the Armed Forces of Pakistan during 1971 as crimes 
against humanity war crimes, and genocide.” 

 Chabot, a Republican Party member, confirmed of bringing in such a resolution jointly with 
another Congressman Khanna, a Democrat and the US Representative from California’s 17th 
congressional district, to commemorate the 1971 Bengali Genocide. 

 
NATIONAL 

India stands third in the world in terms of fish production: MoS Dr. L Murugan  

 Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying  Dr. L Murugan has recently 
said that India stands third in the world in terms of fish production. India is the 3rd largest fish 
producing and 2nd largest aquaculture nation in the world after China. 

 He said, India stands third in the world in terms of fish production. Making specific reference to 
Karnataka, the Union Minister said that 734.77 crore rupees was allocated to the state under the 
flagship scheme of Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) from 2020-21 till date for 
the development of infrastructure facilities. 

 The vision is to bring about Blue Revolution through sustainable and responsible development of 
fisheries sector. 

 The main motto of PMMSY is ‘Reform, Perform and Transform’in the fisheries sector. 

 Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying is the 
implementing agency. 

 
Centre approves India’s 1st cable-cum-suspension bridge across Krishna river 

 The central government has approved the construction of an iconic cable stayed-cum-suspension 
bridge across the Krishna river connecting Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and passing through 
the Nallamala forest range. The decision was announced by the union minister for road transport 
and national highways Nitin Gadkari. Gadkari said the iconic bridge will have several unique 
features like the longest glass pedestrian walkway across a river, gopuram-like pylons, signature 
lighting and a large navigational span. 
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 The two-storeyed cable bridge with a four-lane carriageway across the Krishna river was 
approved last week by the standing committee on finance for the union ministry of road 
transport and national highways. 

 The bridge begins at Somasila at Kollapur in Telangana’s Nagarkurnool district and Atmakur in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool district. 

 At present, the people from Telangana are forced to travel for a long distance via Kurnool to 
reach pilgrim centres like Mahanandi, Ahobilam, Tirupati. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

ICC to promote gender equality in tie-up with UNICEF 

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) and UNICEF have launched a global partnership to 
empower women and girls and promote inclusion and gender equality through cricket. The 
initiatives to drive greater gender equity along with advocacy campaigns involving some of the 
world`s best players will form the basis of the partnership, which aims to mobilise the “power of 
cricket to driving positive social change”. 

 UNICEF and ICC will also launch `Criiio 4 Good`, a cricket-for-development curriculum giving girls 
and boys the opportunity to have a fun first experience of the game whilst learning gender-based 
life-skills essential for gender equity. 

 The Criiio 4 Good programme will be an eight-week lesson plan on the fundamentals of batting, 
bowling and fielding. Each lesson plan has a life-skill module attached to teach participants core 
life skills that will promote greater gender equity. 

 These skills include leadership, problem-solving, self-esteem, negotiation, empathy, decision-
making, teamwork and goal-setting. 
About ICC: 
Founded: 15 June 1909; 
Chairman: Greg Barclay 
CEO: Geoff Allardice 
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
About UNICEF: 
Founded: 1946 
Headquarters: New York City, USA 
Director General: Catherine M. Russell 
Membership: 192 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Hyderabad wins 'World Green City award' at South Korea 

 The city of Hyderabad, Telangana, has been honoured as the Grand winner of the AIPH 
(International Association of Horticultural Producers) World Green City Awards 2022, the most 
prestigious award of the Inaugural AIPH World Green City awards (2022 edition), for its initiative 
titled “Green Garland to the State of Telangana”. Hyderabad also won the award under the 
‘Living Green for Economic Recovery and Inclusive Growth’ category. 

 Hyderabad has been awarded for its initiatives relying on greater use of plants and nature to 
create better city environments and helps fulfil local aspirations for improved economic, social 
and environmental resilience. 
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 The award acknowledged Telangana’s programme of ‘Telangana Ku Haritha Haram’s large¬scale 
tree¬planting program taken up from 2015-¬2016. 

 The program aims to increase the tree cover of the state from 24% to 33% of total area of the 
state. 

 AIPH World Green City awards (2022 edition) are the world’s first Green City awards. AIPH 
announced the 6 Category Winners and the Grand Winner during the award ceremony that took 
place at the gala dinner at the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Leaders 
Forum in Jeju Province of the Republic of Korea(South Korea) on 14th October 2022. 

 
RANKING 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS INDEX: Among 18 big states, Haryana best governed 

 Haryana has bagged the top position in the category of big states in the Public Affairs Index-
2022. The state has emerged at the forefront in social, economic and political justice themes. It 
has topped among the major states with a score of 0.6948, followed by Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Chhattisgarh, Punjab and Karnataka among many other states. 

 In PAI-2022, Sikkim has retained its position as the best-governed small state in India. The index, 
prepared by a Bengaluru-based non-profit think tank Public Affairs Centre (PAC), was released. In 
the report, economic justice was measured on indicators such as labour productivity, assurance 
of standard of living to wage workers, public expenditure on development, coverage of social 
safety net, and employment opportunities. 
About International Association of Horticulture Producers (AIPH):  
Secretary General: Tim Briercliffe; 
Headquarters: Oxfordshire, United Kingdom (UK). 
About Public Affairs Centre: 
Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka; 
Founded: 1994. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India will achieve USD 2 trillion export target by 2030: Piyush Goyal  

 Piyush Goyal, the minister of commerce and industry, expressed confidence that the nation will 
reach its goal of 2 trillion USD in products and services exported by 2030. The Union Commerce 
and Industry minister was addressing at the Chennai-based Exporters Conclave. 

 Piyush Goyal stressed the need of maintaining the export momentum and expressed his 
confidence that Indian exports will be able to weather the global challenges and will far outpace 
export growth. 

 Piyush Goyal predicted that the nation’s economy will reach USD 30 trillion by 2047, with exports 
accounting for 25% of total output. 

 He predicted that India’s exports will reach USD 2 trillion by 2030.The government has promised 
to resolve the problems brought up by the industry participants. 

 
India's WPI inflation drops further to 10.7% in September 

 Inflation based on the Wholesale Price Index(WPI) decreased to 10.70% in September. According 
to official figures, the WPI-based inflation rate was 12.41% in August. High-speed diesel (HSD) 
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saw the highest inflation rate at 65.96%. (YoY). It was followed by price increases of 44.72 
percent for crude oil and natural gas and 49.79 percent for potatoes. 

 Only the category of fuel and power experienced an increase in inflation month over month 
(MoM). The prices fell in all the others. Inflation was also down in the Wholesale Price Index 
(WPI) Food Index. 

 The index for this important group dropped from 178.6 (provisional) for the month of August 
2022 to 176.2 (provisional) in September 2022, a (-1.34%) decrease. 

 In September 2022 compared to August 2022, prices for non-food items dropped by 3.60 
percent, crude oil and natural gas prices dropped by 6.38 percent, and the price of minerals 
dropped by 6.45 percent. 
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NATIONAL 
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurates India’s First Aluminum Freight Rake 

 Union Minister for Railways, Communications and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri 
Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated India’s First Aluminum Freight Rake - 61 BOBRNALHSM1 at 
Bhubaneswar Railway Station today. The rake’s destination is Bilaspur. 

 This is a dedicated effort for Make in India program as it has been fully designed and developed 
indigenously in collaboration with RDSO, HINDALCO and Besco Wagon. 

 The tare is 3.25 tons lower than normal steel rakes, 180 ton extra carrying capacity resulting in 
higher throughput per wagon. 

 The reduced tare will reduce carbon footprint as lower consumption of fuel in empty direction 
and more transport of freight in loaded condition. A single rake can save over 14,500 tonnes of 
CO2 over its lifetime. 

 Iron industry consumes a lot of Nickel and Cadmium which comes from import. So, proliferation 
of Aluminum wagons will result in less import. At the same time, this is good for local aluminum 
industry.  

 
India to host 90th General Assembly of INTERPOL from 18th to 21st Oct 

 India is hosting the 90th General Assembly of the International Criminal Police Organization, 
INTERPOL from 18th to 21st of October in New Delhi. 

 The General Assembly is INTERPOL’s supreme governing body, comprising representatives from 
each of 195 member countries. It meets once a year. 

 India is one of the oldest members of Interpol and joined the organization in 1949. All member 
countries of INTERPOL have agreed to ensure and promote the widest possible assistance 
between all criminal police authorities in the prevention and suppression of ordinary law crimes. 

 The role of INTERPOL is to enable police around the world to work together to make the world a 
safer place.  

 
Gwalior: Shah inaugurates ‘Gatha Swaraj Ki’ gallery in Scindia Museum 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated a gallery-cum-exhibition depicting the history 
of prominent Maratha commanders at the sprawling Jai Vilas Mahal of Scindias, the erstwhile 
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rulers of Gwalior. Shah was in Gwalior to lay the foundation for the terminal building and 
expansion of the Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia Airport.  

 Shah visited the museum in the palace and inaugurated the ‘Gatha Swaraj ki-Maratha Gallery’ 
depicting the history of the main Maratha rulers including the Scindias, Gaikwads, Holkars, 
Nevalkars, Bhosales and the Pawar. 

 As per the booklet about the gallery, the word “Swaraj” was first used by Sakharam Ganesh 
Deoskar in a Bangla book- “Shivajir Mahatva” on the life of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in 1902. 
The word “Swaraj” was used by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Veer Savarkar, the 
Bhartiya Jan Sangh and Indian National Congress among others. Union civil aviation minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, the royal descendant, his wife Priyadarshini Raje and their son 
Mahanaryaman welcomed Shah in the palace. 

 
SPORTS 

ISSF world championship Men's air rifle team clinched Gold Medal 

 Winning the Olympic quota spot and finishing in the top two already assured Rudrankksh 
Balasaheb Patil a special day in Cairo at the ISSF World Championship Rifle/Pistol on Friday. But 
the teenager added a icing to the cake by becoming world champion as well in thrilling manner. 

 With a stunning comeback in the gold medal match at the Egypt International Olympic City 
(EIOC) shooting range, 18-year-old Patil became the senior men’s 10m air rifle world champion. 
Patil also earned India’s second Paris 2024 Olympic Games quota spot. 

 The Thane teenager also becomes the second Indian man after Abhinav Bindra in 2006 to be 
crowned the 10m air rifle world champion. 

 Four quota spots are available in Olympic events at the World Championship this year. India had 
earned their first quota at the Shotgun World Championship is Croatia recently, thanks to 
Bhowneesh Mendiratta in men’s trap event. 

  
Asia Cup 2022: Indian women rout Sri Lanka to win title 

 The Indian women's team won the Asia Cup 2022 defeating Sri Lanka by eight wickets in the 
final. Opener Smriti Mandhana struck a brilliant 25 ball-51 not out as India clinched the T20 
Women’s Asia Cup, routing Sri Lanka by eight wickets in the final on Saturday. 

 Sri Lanka’s decision to bat first backfired as it put up 65-9 with just two batters reaching double 
digits. 

 Mandhana’s aggressive batting made the target easier as she confirmed the victory with a six 
over long-on to help India reach 71-2 in just 8.3 overs. 

 She hit six fours and three sixes in her knock to help India clinch its seventh Asia Cup title. 
 

APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 
Apoorva Srivastava Appointed as India's ambassador to Slovak republic 

 Apoorva Srivastava, a diplomat in the Indian Foreign Service, has been appointed to serve as 
India’s Ambassador to the Slovak Republic. An officer of the 2001 batch, she currently serves as 
Consul-General at the Consulate of India in Toronto. Prior to this, she served in various positions 
in the Ministry of External Affairs and has been posted in Kathmandu and Paris, among other 
locations. 
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 According to a release by the Ministry of External Affairs, India and Slovakia enjoy friendly 
bilateral ties untroubled by major tensions. Regular meetings take place between top-level 
political leaders. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and former External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj, among other leaders, have interacted with senior political figures from Slovakia. 

 Both countries also enjoy extensive political cooperations. They have concluded agreements 
ranging from defence and air services to economics and culture. India and Slovakia also routinely 
support each other’s candidacies for top positions in multilateral organizations like the 
International Court of Justice and the United Nations. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Food Day 2022: 16th October 

 Every year on October 16 in observance of the date the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 
of the United Nations was established in 1945, World Food Day is marked. The main objectives 
are to combat world hunger and work toward its eradication. The World Food Day 2022 will take 
place this year with more focus on moving forward together. Every UN member state, including 
India, observes the day. 

 The 16th of October 2022, a Sunday, will once again serve as the day for World Food Day 2022 
celebrations.The theme for World Food Day 2022 is Leave NO ONE behind. 

 “Safe food now for a healthy tomorrow” was the theme of World Food Day in 2021. 

 The day is celebrated with an emphasis on the production and consumption of secure food that 
will, in the long run, benefit the population, the economy, and the environment. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Badminton legend Prakash Padukone presented with SJFI Medal  

 The Sports Journalists’ Federation of India medal (SJFI medal) for 2019 was presented to 
badminton legendary star Prakash Padukone during a cordial ceremony at the Karnataka State 
Cricket Association. Vijay Amritraj was the inaugural recipient of the award, which was 
established in 2018. The COVID-19 outbreak caused a delay in the 2019 award ceremony. 

 In his remarks, Prakash Padukone discussed how badminton rose to become the “second most 
popular sport” in India.The award was created in 2018, and Vijay Amritraj was its first winner. 

 The 2019 award presentation was postponed because to the COVID-19 epidemic. 

 Cricket legend G.R. Viswanath was among those in attendance to honour the 1980 All England 
winner. 

 
Winners of the YSR Lifetime Achievement Awards announced 

 The State Formation Day, November 1, will mark the presentation of the YSR Lifetime 
Achievement and YSR Achievement-2022 Awards, according to the State government. Reporters 
in Guntur were informed on Friday that the High Power Steering Committee’s suggested awards 
had been authorised by the Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy. 

 When describing the prizes, he added that the honorees were chosen with the highest priority 
for their ability to affect society and leave a lasting impression via their abilities and talents in a 
variety of sectors. 
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 The Dr. YSR Achievement Award comes with a cash award of Rs. 5 lakh, a souvenir, and a 
commendation letter, while the Dr. YSR Lifetime Achievement Award comes with a cash prize of 
Rs. 10 lakh, a bronze figurine of Dr. YSR, and these items. 

 Mr. Krishna Mohan, who announced the winners, noted that all of the honorees were regular 
people who had made exceptional contributions to their respective fields, which included rural 
development, agriculture, culture, fine arts, and traditions. 

 
RANKING 

15 states, UTs achievers in India's logistics performance index 2022 

 Andhra Pradesh, Assam, and Gujarat are three of the 15 States and UTs that are categorised as 
achievers in the logistics index chart for 2022, according to a study released by the commerce 
and industry ministry. The logistics performance Index 2022 measures the effectiveness of the 
logistical services required to encourage exports and economic expansion. 

 The other States listed in the ranking of the logistics performance index 2022 as rapid movers 
include Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Puducherry, Sikkim, and Tripura. 

 Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Mizoram, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Ladakh, 
Nagaland, Jammu and Kashmir, and Arunachal Pradesh are among the 15 States and UTs rated in 
the aspirers category. 

 Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and Uttarakhand are among the other States and UTs in the 
achievers category. 

 The logistics performance index 2022 report ranks the States according to their logistics 
ecosystem, highlights the major logistics-related challenges faced by the stakeholders, and 
includes suggestive recommendations, according to the fourth LEADS (Logistics Ease Across 
Different States) 2022 report, which was released by Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal. 

  
 


