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 NATIONAL 
Centre sets up 9-member taskforce for monitoring cheetahs in Kuno National Park 

 The Center has established a Task Force to oversee the introduction of cheetahs in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park and other suitably specified places. The National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) would support the Cheetah Task Force’s operations and provide 
all essential assistance. Principal Secretaries of Madhya Pradesh’s Forests and Tourism, as well as 
Dr. Amit Mallick, Inspector General of the NTCA in New Delhi, will be among the task force’s nine 
members. 

 The Task Force will be active for two years, according to a statement from the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change. 

 Additionally, the Task Force for Cheetah Introduction Project Monitoring will keep an eye on the 
cheetahs’ adaption to the Kuno National Park ecosystem and their hunting prowess. 

 Additionally, it will advocate for the construction of tourism-related infrastructure in the 
surroundings of Kuno National Park and adjacent Protected Areas. 

 
Justice Dinesh Sharma to head UAPA tribunal related to the ban on PFI 

 The government of India has appointed Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma of the Delhi High Court as 
the presiding officer of the tribunal for the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), related to 
the ban on the Popular Front of India (PFI) and its associates. Once an organisation is banned 
under the provisions of UAPA, a tribunal is set up by the government to adjudicate whether 
there are sufficient grounds for the decision. 

 The office memorandum, issued by the Department of Justice in the Law Ministry on October 3, 
mentioned that Justice Sharma’s time as head of the UAPA tribunal will count as “actual service”. 
Chief Justice S.C. Sharma of the Delhi High Court appointed Justice Sharma to head the tribunal 
that will examine the ban. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Bank of India Mutual Fund appoints Mohit Bhatia as CEO 

 The appointment of Mohit Bhatia as CEO of Bank of India Investment Managers Private Ltd (Bank 
of India Mutual Funds) has been made public. In the fields of sales and distribution, team 
development, marketing & branding, and the creation of digital eco-systems, Bhatia has more 
than 26 years of professional expertise. 

 Mohit Bhatia ‘s most recent position was head of sales and marketing at Canara Robeco Asset 
Management Company Ltd. 

 The Bank of India Mutual Funds firm achieved 50,000 crores in assets under management (AUM) 
during his leadership. 

 Bank of India’s wholly-owned subsidiary, Bank of India Investment Managers Private Ltd (Bank of 
India Mutual Funds).  
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Ex-CJI named head of panel on SC status for Dalit converts 

 The Union Government has appointed a three-member commission, headed by former Chief 
Justice of India K G Balakrishnan, to consider the possibility of granting SC status to “new persons 
who have historically belonged to the Scheduled Castes’’ but have converted to religions other 
than Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. 

 According to a notification issued by the Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, the 
commission will also include retired IAS officer Dr Ravinder Kumar Jain and UGC member Prof 
(Dr) Sushma Yadav as members.  

 The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, stipulates that no person professing a religion 
different from Hinduism, Sikhism or Buddhism can be deemed to be a member of a Scheduled 
Caste. The original order under which only Hindus were classified was later amended to include 
Sikhs and Buddhists. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Migratory Bird Day 2022: 8th October 

 Since its creation in 2006, World Migratory Bird Day has been commemorated twice a year. It is 
supposed to be celebrated on the second Saturday of May and the second Saturday of October. 
This year, it was previously celebrated on 14 May and for the second time, the world marks this 
day again today, 8 October. At least 4,000 different bird species travel long distances, making up 
about 40% of the world’s bird population.  The purpose of World Migratory Bird Day is to 
increase public awareness on the issues migrating birds encounter, their ecological importance, 
and the need for global cooperation to safeguard them. They migrate in search of food. Twice a 
year, these birds spend the winter in warmer regions before coming home to reproduce. 

 
Indian Air Force raising day 2022: 8th October 

 Indian Air Force was raised on October 8, 1932, and it is completing 90 years today. The day and 
its observance is a matter of pride for Indians and inspire a patriotic zeal among the citizenry for 
the air arm of the Indian Armed Forces. The President of India is the Commander-in-chief of the 
IAF. This time Air Force Day flypast is scheduled to take place over Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh 
this afternoon. 

 In a historic first, the parade and fly-past of Air Force day have been moved out of the national 
capital region by the Indian Air Force. President Draupadi Murmu and Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh will be present on this occasion. Indian Air Force was officially established on 8 October 
1932 by the British Empire as the Royal Indian Air Force. The name was changed to Indian Air 
Force in 1950. This time 75 aircrafts will participate in the flypast, while 9 aircrafts will be kept on 
standby mode. The light combat helicopter LCH which were recently inducted in the IAF will also 
showcase its air capabilities in the sky at Sukhna lake. Tejas, Sukhoi, MIG -29, Jaguar, Rafale, and 
Hawk will also be part of fly past.   

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

India - New Zealand Navies sign White Shipping pact 

 The Royal New Zealand navy and the Indian navy have signed a contract on the exchange of 
White Shipping Information Exchange. Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral R. Hari Kumar and New 
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Zealand Navy Chief Rear Admiral David Proctor signed the contract. In order to encourage more 
openness in the Maritime Domain, the agreement was signed. 

 From September 29 to October 1, 2022, CNS Admiral Hari Kumar was in New Zealand. According 
to the Ministry of Defence, “during the visit, an agreement on White Shipping Information 
Exchange was inked. 

 The convergence viewpoints of both nations to encourage more openness in the maritime 
domain support closer collaboration for improving common maritime domain awareness. 

 The communication of previous knowledge regarding the location and identification of 
commercial, non-military merchant boats is known as the White Shipping Information. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Indian government kicks off IDBI Bank strategic disinvestment 

 After facing challenges in the plan to privatise IDBI Bank, the government has asked the Reserve 
Bank of India to consider tweaking the promoter criteria that may bring a wider pool of bidders 
for public sector banks. There are currently 12 public sector banks. 

 The bank privatisation has come a cropper because RBI’s norms are clear that no existing bank 
can promote a new bank, and the same promoter cannot promote another bank, a source said. 
“This has limited the pool of possible bidders and the government wants RBI to take a relook. 

 The Budget for 2021-22 (Apr-Mar) had proposed privatising two public sector banks and one 
general insurance company. Privatisation of public sector banks will require legislative 
amendments. The Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill 2021, which was listed for business in the 
Winter session last year, has not yet been introduced in Parliament due to protests by bank 
unions. 

 Although the government has been insisting it will take forward the plans to privatise public 
sector banks, the fact that IDBI Bank’s stake sale process is yet to find takers shows the bidding 
pool has been slim. The government has to also bring in a law that sets the stage for privatisation 
of public sector banks. 

 
World Bank lowers India’s FY23 growth forecast to 6.5% 

 The World Bank cut its 2022-23 (FY23) real gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for 
India to 6.5%, from an earlier estimate of 7.5%, while warning that spillovers from Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and global monetary tightening will weigh on the economic outlook. 

 In its twice-a-year report on South Asia, the World Bank said, “Private investment growth is likely 
to be dampened by heightened uncertainty and higher financing costs.” The international 
financial institution also noted that slowing global demand will impact the country’s exports. This 
is the third time the World Bank has revised its GDP growth forecast for India in FY23. In June, it 
had slashed its FY23 GDP growth forecast for India to 7.5%. Earlier in April, it had trimmed the 
forecast from 8.7% to 8%. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently cut the economic growth projection for the current 
fiscal to 7% from 7.2% estimated earlier on account of extended geopolitical tensions and 
aggressive monetary policy tightening globally. The RBI in April had cut GDP growth estimate to 
7.2% from its earlier forecast of 7.8%. 
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Indians Account for 80% of Those Who Became Poor Globally in 2020 Due to COVID-19: World Bank  

 About 56 million Indians may have plunged into extreme poverty in 2020 as a result of the 
pandemic, increasing the global tally by 71 million and making it the worst year for poverty 
reduction since World War II, according to fresh estimates by the World Bank. 

 “The global goal of ending extreme poverty by 2030 is likely to be missed: By then, about 600 
million people will remain in abject poverty. A major course correction is needed,” Indermit Gill, 
chief economist at the World Bank, tweeted. The World Bank in its latest “Poverty and Shared 
Prosperity” made fresh estimates of poverty using a new extreme poverty line based on the 
purchasing power parity (PPP) of $2.15, the earlier one being at $1.9. 

 For almost 25 years, the number of people living in extreme poverty — on less than $2.15 per 
person per day — was steadily declining. But the trend was interrupted in 2020, when poverty 
rose due to the disruption caused by the COVID-19 crisis combined with the effects of conflict 
and climate change — which had already been slowing poverty reduction. 
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 INTERNATIONAL 
Ibrahim Traore officially named Burkina Faso President after military coup 

 President of Burkina Faso: Following Burkina Faso ‘s second coup in less than nine months, 
Captain Ibrahim Traore was named president, according to an official announcement. At the 
weekend, newly-emerging competitor Captain Ibrahim Traore, who was heading a band of 
unhappy junior officers, overthrew Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba, who had 
seized control in January, sending the poor Sahel nation into fresh upheaval. 

 It was the most recent coup to occur in the Sahel, a region that, like Burkina Faso, is grappling 
with an escalating Islamist insurgency. 

 Following the two-day standoff, which was resolved by community and religious leaders, Damiba 
escaped to Togo. 

 A seven-year-old jihadist campaign in Burkina Faso has resulted in thousands of deaths, over two 
million house evacuations, and the loss of government authority over more than a third of the 
nation. 

 Damiba’s January coup against the elected president was brought about by growing resentment 
among the military forces. 

 
With record sugar production, India emerges as the world’s largest producer, consumer of sugar 

 India has emerged as the largest producer and consumer of sugar in the world and the second 
largest exporter. During the sugar season in India, over 5,000 lakh metric tons (LMT) of 
sugarcane was produced out of which about 3,574 LMT was crushed by Sugar Mills to produce 
about 349 LMT of Sugar. 35 LMT of Sugar is diverted to ethanol production and 359 LMT of sugar 
was produced in sugar mills. 

 During this season all records of sugarcane production, sugar production, sugar export, came to 
produce, cane dues paid and ethanol production were made. 

 In 2020-21, India made records with the highest exports of about 109.8 LMT with no financial 
assistance. 

 The sugar exports from India earned foreign currency of about Rs 40,000 crore for the country. 
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 This achievement of the sugar industry was possible with the help of the Central and State 
Governments, Farmers, Sugar Mills, etc. 

 
NATIONAL 

First green tech based incubation centre of India to come up at NIT Srinagar  

 At the National Institute of Technology (NIT) Srinagar, a technology company incubator centred 
on green technology (Green Technology incubation facility) called the “Greenovator Incubation 
Foundation” will soon open. The Department of Science and Technology (DST) is supporting a 
three-year initiative known as Inclusive TBI (i-TBI) for educational institutions, idea generators, 
innovators, and entrepreneurs to support innovative ideas, startup initiatives, and promote self-
employment and job creation through incubation. 

 All of the money required to establish the Green Technology incubation facility centre will be 
provided by the Department of Science and Technology. Startups will have access to the co-
working space, which includes conference spaces, a prototype lab, and other amenities. 

 In addition to office space, financial support in the form of seed money would be provided on an 
individual basis with equity in accordance with DST criteria. 

 Saad Parvez, the center’s CEO, described the forthcoming centre as the first of its type in the 
area and claimed that it would foster ideas that would lead to entrepreneurship and self-
employment. 

 
ECLGS: Finance Ministry increases loan limit to Rs 1,500 cr for aviation sector  

 The Union Finance Minister allowed airlines to avail of up to Rs 1,500 crore loan under the 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS). The ECLGS will help them to recover their 
cash flow problems. Earlier, an airline could only avail of a loan of not more than Rs 400 crore 
under the ECLGS. In 2020, the Centre started to provide collateral-dree and government-
guaranteed loans to businesses affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The Finance Minister’s decision will likely benefit the financially affected airlines.It is a positive 
approach for the airlines to secure their working capital and funds for operation. 

 The Department of Financial Services has informed that it has enhanced the maximum loan 
amount eligibility for airlines under the ECLGS to 100 percent of their total credit outstanding. 
The modification in the policy aims to give necessary collateral-free liquidity at reasonable 
interest rates. 

  
SPORTS 

Irani Cup: Rest of India thwarts Saurashtra comeback to win title by eight wickets 

 The Rest of India’s side won the Irani Cup title after beating the Ranji Trophy Champion of 2019-
2020 Saurashtra by eight wickets in Rajkot. Rest of India (ROI) chased down the 105-run target, 
with Abhimanyu Easwaran remaining undefeated on 63 runs while adding 81 runs and Kona 
Bharat not out at 27. 

 Irani Trophy is also known as Mastercard Irani Trophy. It is a test match format cricket 
tournament in India. It is played annually between the incumbent Ranji Trophy winners and the 
Rest of the India Cricket Team. It is organized by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). 
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APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 
Arunachal governor BD Mishra assumes additional charge as Meghalaya governor 

 At the Raj Bhavan in Shillong, Brigadier (Dr.) B.D. Mishra (Retd. ), the governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh, assumed the role of governor of Meghalaya. After previous Governor Satya Pal Malik’s 
term ended because he did not receive a term extension, he has been handed the extra 
responsibility. The oath was delivered by Justice Harman Singh Thangkhiew, acting chief justice 
of Meghalaya. 

 Brig. B. D. Mishra recalled that he had previously visited Shillong during the conflict of 1971, 
therefore this was not his first time there. 

 The swearing-in event included participation from Speaker Metbah Lyngdoh, Home Minister 
Lahkmen Rymbui, Cabinet Minister Banteidor Lyngdoh, Hamletson Dohling, and other 
authorities. 

  
Indian-Origin Dr Vivek Murthy Is US Representative On WHO Executive Board 

 Indian-origin Dr. Vivek Murthy has been nominated by US President Joe Biden to serve as the 
country’s representative on the Executive Board of the World Health Organisation. Dr. Murthy 
will serve as the US Representative on WHO Executive Board and he will continue his duties as 
the US Surgeon General. 

 On March 2021, Dr. Vivek Murthy was confirmed to serve as the 21st Surgeon General of the 
Country.Previously, he served as the 19th Surgeon General under the Presidency of Barack 
Obama. 

 Dr. Murthy as the nation’s doctor aims to draw attention to and work across Government to 
address several critical public health issues. Dr. Murthy is also the Vice Admiral of the US Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps; he also commands a uniformed service of over 6000 
dedicated public health officers. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Reserve Bank issues directions for appointment of Internal Ombudsman for all Credit Information 
Companies  

 To enhance the effectiveness of its grievance redressal systems, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has urged Credit Information Companies to designate an internal ombudsman (IO) by April 1, 
2023. The Central Bank made the decision in August to include CICs in the scope of the RBI-
Integrated Ombudsman Scheme 2021 in order to broaden its appeal. 

 Only complaints that the CIC has already reviewed but rejected in whole or in part will be 
handled by the IO. Direct complaints from complainants or members of the public won’t be 
handled by it, the RBI said in a circular. The RBI claimed that the action would give clients of 
regulated businesses a free alternative dispute resolution method for complaints regarding CICs. 
“Every CIC shall appoint the internal ombudsman for a fixed term of not less than three years, 
but not exceeding five years” the circular said. 

 The IO position cannot at any moment be left unfilled, hence the CIC must make sure of that, the 
circular said. Furthermore, it stated that the IO will not be handling any complaints involving 
fraud and misappropriation, with the exception of those brought about by a CIC service failure. 
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RBI launches advanced supervisory monitoring system DAKSH 

 The Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das launched a new ‘SupTech’ initiative DAKSH – the 
bank’s Advanced Supervisory Monitoring System, which is expected to make the supervisory 
processes more robust. 

 In a statement, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said it has been taking various initiatives in 
strengthening supervision, which among other initiatives include adoption of latest data and 
analytical tools as well as leveraging technology for implementing more efficient and automated 
work processes. 

 DAKSH means ‘efficient’ & ‘competent’, reflecting the underlying capabilities of the application. 
DAKSH is a web-based end-to-end workflow application through which RBI shall monitor 
compliance requirements in a more focused manner with the objective of further improving the 
compliance culture in Supervised Entities (SEs) like Banks, NBFCs, etc. 

 The Reserve Bank of India performs this function under the guidance of the Board for Financial 
Supervision (BFS).The Board is constituted by co-opting four Directors from the Central Board as 
members for a term of two years and is chaired by the Governor.  

 
India services sector loses momentum in September, growth falls to 6-month low  

 Growth in India’s services industry eased to a six-month low in September, led by a cooling in 
demand amid high inflation, a private survey showed. The S&P Global India services Purchasing 
Managers’ Index fell to 54.3 in September from August’s 57.2, lower than the Reuters poll 
expectation of 57.0. 

 However, the September reading stayed above the 50-mark separating growth from contraction 
for the fourteenth straight month – the longest stretch of expansion since October 2016.  

 Capacity pressures moderated in September, with services companies signalling the slowest 
increase in backlogs since February. Nevertheless, efforts to clear pending workloads and 
ongoing expansions in sales supported another round of job creation. Employment rose at a 
slower rate than in August, however,” the survey said. 

 Pollyanna De Lima, Economics Associate Director at S&P Global Market Intelligence, said: “The 
Indian service sector has overcome many adversities in recent months, with the latest PMI data 
continuing to show a strong performance despite some loss of growth momentum in 
September.” 

 But “an upturn in inflation could damage consumer spending, dampen business confidence and 
test the resilience of the Indian service sector in the coming months but, at least for September, 
service providers were strongly upbeat towards growth prospects,” she said. “Currency 
instability poses renewed inflation worries as imported items become more costly, and 
undoubtedly means that the RBI will continue hiking interest rates to protect the rupee and 
contain price pressures,” added De Lima. 
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Saudi Arabia to host 2029 asian winter games in desert megacity that doesn't yet exist 

 Saudi Arabia has won the bid to host the 2029 Asian Winter Games at a planned Mountain 
Resort in the Gulf Arab State. The Asian Games will be held at a $500 billion futuristic megacity in 
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the desert that will feature a year-round winter sports complex. The Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) said that the deserts and mountains of Saudi Arabia will be turned into a playground for 
winter sports.The bid by Saudi Arabia was approved without any opposition. The Megacity 
known as NEOM will be the first West Asian City to host the event. 

 The Asian winter games will take place in Trojena, an area of NEOM.During winter temperature 
drop below zero and generally is 10 degrees cooler than the rest of the region in Trojena. 

 
Stunning! Dubai's majestic Hindu temple opens to public on Dussehra 

 A majestic new Hindu Temple has been inaugurated in Jebel Ali Village, Dubai. The temple 
combines both Indian and Arabic architectural designs and gives a powerful message of 
tolerance, peace, and harmony. The temple is located in a neighborhood that is generally known 
as the ‘Worship Village’ of UAE. 

 The temple was inaugurated by the Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence Sheikh Nahyan bin 
Mubarak Al Nahyan and Ambassador Sunjay Sudhir. 

 Sunjay Sudhir thanked the UAE Government for their support to the 3.5 million Indian population 
in UAE. 

 The ‘Worship Village’ of UAE now has nine religious’ shrines, including seven churches, the Guru 
Nanak Darbar Sikh Gurudwara, and the new Hindu House of Worship. 

 The inaugural ceremony was facilitated by the CEO of the Social Regulatory and Licensing agency 
for the Community Development Authority (CDA) Dr. Omar Al Muthanna, trustee of the Hindu 
Temple Dubai Raju Shroff, and Director General of the Community Development Authority 
Ahmed Abdul Karim Julfar. 

 
NATIONAL 

HM Amit Shah announces Scheduled Tribe status for Pahari community in J&K 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah announces that Pahari Community in Jammu and Kashmir will 
get a Scheduled Tribe (ST) status and political reservations before Assembly elections. The 
abolition of Articles 370 and 35A in August 2019 paved the way for providing reservations to 
deprived sections of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The ST quota in J&K carries 7% spots in government jobs and educational institutions.The Gujjars 
and Bakerwals community were getting ST benefits since 1991. 

 The Paharis were given a 4 percent quota in the OBC category from January 2020. The Centre 
formed the Justice Sharma Commission in March 2020, however it seemed to upset the Gujjars 
and Bakerwals. 

  
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

SpaceX launches Crew-5 mission for NASA, carrying astronauts to space station 

 A SpaceX rocket soared into orbit from Florida carrying the next long-term International Space 
Station crew, with a Russian cosmonaut, two Americans and a Japanese astronaut flying together 
in a demonstration of US-Russian teamwork in space despite Ukraine war tensions. 

 SpaceX Crew5 astronauts, Russian cosmonaut Anna Kikina, NASA astronaut Josh Cassada, NASA 
astronaut Nicole Mann and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut Koichi Wakata pose 
for a photo as they leave the Operations and Checkout building before heading to Launch Pad 
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39-A at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, for a mission to the International Space 
Station. 

 The mission, designated Crew-5, marks the fifth full-fledged ISS crew NASA has flown aboard a 
SpaceX vehicle since the private rocket venture founded by Tesla CEO Elon Musk began sending 
US astronauts aloft in May 2020. The SpaceX launch vehicle, consisting of a Falcon 9 rocket 
topped with a Crew Dragon capsule dubbed Endurance, lifted off into clear skies at noon from 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral. The two-stage, 23-story-tall Falcon 9 ascended 
from the launch tower as its nine Merlin engines roared to life in billowing clouds of vapor and a 
reddish-orange fireball. 

 
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATION 

Pankaj Tripathi Becomes 'National Icon' Of Election Commission Of India 

 Election Commission of India (ECI) in creating awareness amongst voters, Actor Pankaj Tripathi 
has been declared as the ‘National Icon’ of ECI. The actor was chosen for the honour by Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar for keeping in view his commitment to the cause and 
wide appeal across the country. An event on the ‘Voter Awareness Program’, CEC Rajiv Kumar 
complimented ECI state icon, Pankaj Tripathi, for his association with ECI in creating voting 
awareness across citizens, and henceforth declared him as the National Icon for ECI. 

 Interestingly: One of Pankaj’s most acclaimed roles involved the electoral process in the 2017 
film Newton, for which he won the National Award. He played the role of a CRPF officer, who 
was tasked with conducting elections in a conflict-ridden zone in the jungles of Chhattisgarh. 
National Award-winner Pankaj Tripathi has been active in the industry for almost two decades. 
Some of his critically-acclaimed films include Omkara, Dharm, and Aakrosh among others. 
Further, he has also worked in various web series and other Over Top Content. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

National Payments Corporation of India and Central Bank of Oman signed a historic MoU  

 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and Central Financial institution Of Oman signed a 
historic MoU to launch the Rupay debit card in Oman, paving the best way for a brand new 
period of monetary connectivity. 

 Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan witnessed the signing of the MoU and 
met Tahir Al Amri, Govt President, Central Financial institution of Oman. MoS Muraleedharan 
arrived within the capital metropolis of Oman, Muscat for a two-day go to to deepen ties 
between each nations. Terming the MoU as a brand new milestone in bilateral relations, 
Minister of State for Exterior Affairs V. Muraleedharan tweeted, “Blissful to satisfy with H.E. 
Tahir Al Amri, Govt President, Central Financial institution of Oman & witness signing of the 
historic MOU between CBO and NPCI to launch the Rupay debit card in Oman, paving the best 
way for a brand new period of monetary connectivity.” 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Angela Merkel to receive UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award for protecting refugees at height of Syria 
crisis 

 Former German chancellor Angela Merkel won the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) prestigious Nansen award for her “leadership, courage and compassion” in 
ensuring the protection of hundreds of thousands of desperate people at the height of the Syria 
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crisis. Dr. Angela Merkel is the 2022 Nansen Award global laureate for her political courage, 
compassion and decisive action as Federal Chancellor of Germany to protect people forced to 
flee. 

 The year 2022 marked a century (100 years) since Fridtjof Nansen was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1922. It is also 100 years since the creation of the Nansen passport, an identity document 
for refugees that enabled its holders to move across borders in search of work. 

 The Nansen Award 2022 regional winner for Africa was given to The Mbera Fire Brigade, an all-
volunteer firefighting group in Mauritania led by Ahmedou Ag Albohary. 

 The award for the Americas went to Vicenta González, a women’s rights advocate and activist 
whose cacao cooperative in Costa Rica empowers local and asylum-seeking women. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

No charges on using RuPay credit card for UPI transactions less than ₹2,000  

 The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has said there will be no charge for RuPay 
credit card use on Unified Payments Interface (UPI) for transactions up to ₹2,000. RuPay credit 
card has been operational for the last four years, and all major banks are enabled and are issuing 
incremental cards for both commercial and retail segments. 

 RBI has approved linking of RuPay Credit Cards to UPI, which will provide a seamless, digitally 
enabled credit card lifecycle experience for the customers. Customers will benefit from the ease 
and the increased opportunity to use their credit cards. Merchants will benefit from the increase 
in consumption by being part of the credit ecosystem with acceptance of credit cards using asset 
lite QR codes. Credit cards can now be linked to a Virtual Payment Address (VPA) i.e., UPI ID 
(credit card number cannot be part of this), thus directly enabling safe, and secure payment 
transactions. 

 
Aditya Birla Health Insurance launches Activ Fit for young & healthy adults 

 Aditya Birla Health Insurance Co. Limited (ABHICL), the health insurance subsidiary of Aditya Birla 
Capital Limited (ABCL), has launched ‘Active Fit’ which is a comprehensive health insurance plan 
for young and healthy adults. It is first-of-its-kind in the industry. 

 The ‘Active Fit’ plan by Aditya Birla Health Insurance Co. Limited provides an upfront 10 percent 
good health discount basis an assessment done through a unique facial scan, up to 50 percent 
HealthReturns TM on being active and 100 percent binge refill to ensure that health insurance 
becomes an attractive proposition for the cohort. 

 While purchasing the policy, customers get a Good Health Discount of 10 percent upfront. 

 Customers below the age of 35 years, can avail of an Early Bird Discount at renewal, 5 percent 
from the 4th to 7th policy year and 10 percent from the 8th policy year for the lifetime of the 
policy. 

 
Centre approves Rs. 26,000 crore for installation of 25,000 telecome towers  

 The government has approved Rs 26,000 crore for the installation of 25,000 mobile towers in 
500 days. According to the Telecom Ministry, the financial support for the project will be 
provided by the Universal Services Obligation Fund and it will be implemented by Bharat 
Broadband Network. 
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 The project was announced by Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnav at a three-day long ‘Digital 
India Conference of State IT Ministers’. 

 In the three-day long Digital India Conference of State IT Ministers, IT ministers from 12 states 
and UTs were present. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Oil rises to 3-week highs as OPEC+ agrees to deep cuts, U.S. stockpiles fall 

 Oil prices rose to three-week highs, as OPEC+ agreed to its deepest cuts to production since the 
2020 COVID pandemic, despite a tight market and opposition to cuts from the United States and 
others. Prices also rose on U.S. government data that showed crude and fuel inventories fell last 
week. Brent crude rose $1.57, or 1.7%, to settle at $93.37 a barrel. Brent reached a session high 
of $93.96 per barrel, its highest since Sept. 15. 

 The 2 million-barrel-per-day (bpd) cut from OPEC+ could spur a recovery in oil prices that have 
dropped to about $90 from $120 three months ago on fears of a global economic recession, 
rising U.S. interest rates and a stronger dollar. U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude rose 
$1.24, or 1.4%, to settle at $87.76 a barrel. It reached $88.42 per barrel during the session, the 
highest since Sept. 15. Both Brent and WTI rose sharply in the last two days. 

 
NATIONAL 

Ahead of festive season, KVIC to organize a mela of traditional handloom and handicraft products at 
Delhi’s Dilli Haat from 1-15 Oct 

 Khadi and Village Industry Commission (KVIC), a statutory body under the Ministry of MSME, is 
organizing a Scheme of Fund for the Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) Mela at Dilli 
Haat, New Delhi. The SFURTI Mela will be organized from 1st October 2022 to 15th October 
2022. 

 The national-level exhibition of Traditional products from SFURTI clusters is being organized for 
the first time to promote Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. SFURTI is initiated by MSME Ministry to 
promote cluster development. 

 Under the SFURTI Mela, traditional artisans are organized into clusters for manufacturing value-
added traditional products to enhance their income. 

 The clusters will cover traditional sectors including handloom, handicrafts, khadi, coir, agro-
products, etc. 

 Till now, SFURTI has supported 498 clusters across the country directly benefiting around three 
lakh artisans. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Sanjeev Kishore takes over as Director General Ordnance 

 A 1985 batch officer of the Indian Ordnance Factory Service (IOFS), Sanjeev Kishore has taken 
over as the Director General of the Indian Ordinance Factory with effect from 01-10-2022 upon 
the superannuation of M K Grag. Before taking over the charge of DGO (C &S), Kishore was the 
Additional Director of General Ordnance at the Directorate of Ordnance (Coordination & 
Services), Kolkata. 
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 Sanjeev Kishore has held many senior positions, including that of the first CMD of Armoured 
Vehicles Nigam Ltd (AVNL), one of the seven new DPSUs formed by the Government of India in 
2021. 

 He has ensured a smooth transition of the Armoured group of factories from a Government 
department to a corporation. AVNL recorded profit in its first six months of operation under his 
leadership. 

 
Sandeep Kumar Gupta takes charge as CMD of GAIL 

 Sandeep Kumar Gupta assumed charge as the chairman and managing director of GAIL (India) 
Limited. Gupta, who will replace Manoj Jain, has a wide experience of over 34 years in the oil and 
gas industry. Before joining GAIL, he was working with Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) since 2019. 
Gupta, 56, is a commerce graduate and a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India. In June, the Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB) had selected him for the top role at 
GAIL after interviewing 10 candidates. 

 GAIL Limited is a central public sector undertaking under the ownership of the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India. It is headquartered in GAIL Bhawan, New 
Delhi. Its operations are overseen by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

 GAIL is aligned with the government’s vision of having a gas-based economy wherein the share 
of natural gas in the energy mix is to be taken to 15 per cent by the year 2030, Gupta said after 
assuming the role. Former CMD of the state-run company, Jain, had earlier said that GAIL plans 
to spend Rs 30,000 crore in next three years to focus more on petrochemicals and clean energy. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Teachers’ Day 2022: 5th October 

 World Teachers’ Day or International Teachers’ Day is observed every year on October 5. This is a 
day to celebrate, thank and honour teachers for their contributions to their students. On this 
day, many also come together and organise meetings, conferences and such to identify problems 
being faced by teachers of the country as well as globally and find solutions to those issues. 

 This year marks the 28th anniversary of World Teachers’ Day and the theme is “The 
Transformation of Education Begins with Teachers”. 

 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 2022: 01st to 31st October: Theme & History  

 Every year Breast Cancer Awareness Month (BCAM) is observed in the month of October, from 
01 to 31. The annual international health campaign aims to increase awareness of the disease 
and to raise funds for research into its cause, prevention, diagnosis, treatment and cure. The 
pink ribbon is an international symbol of breast cancer awareness. 

 An annual campaign to raise awareness of this complex disease and fund research into its 
causes, treatment, and cure. Since 1985, individuals, businesses, and communities have come 
together every October to show their support for the many people affected by breast cancer. 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month can be a time to reflect, give back, or even celebrate. 

 Breast Cancer Awareness Month, held in October every year, was created in 1985, and founded 
by the American Cancer Society and the Imperial Chemical Industries Pharmaceuticals (later part 
of AstraZeneca).  
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry jointly awarded to one Danish and two American scientists 

 The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2022 was awarded jointly to Carolyn R. Bertozzi, Morten Meldal 
and K. Barry Sharpless “for the development of click chemistry and bioorthogonal chemistry” at 
the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm. The three have been awarded for their 
work in ‘click chemistry’, in which molecules snap together fast and firmly, without the need for 
a long, complicated process and too many unwanted byproducts. Their work has applications in 
the field of medical science, including the treatment of cancer. Bertozzi is based at Stanford 
University in California, Sharpless with Scripps Research, California, and Meldal is at the 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 Notably: The Nobel prizes carry a cash award of 10 million Swedish kronor (nearly $900,000) and 
will be handed out on December 10. 

 
Pune IITM scientist Roxy Koll receives 2022 Devendra Lal Memorial Medal 

 Roxy Mathew Koll, a scientist at the Pune-based Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), 
received the American Geophysical Union’s (AGU) 2022 Devendra Lal Memorial Medal. Koll was 
selected for his outstanding research in Earth and space sciences. He will also be conferred as a 
Fellow of the AGU. AGU is a non-profit organisation that annually recognises a select number of 
individuals as part of its honours and recognition programme in Earth and space sciences. 

 The medal is named in honour of professor Devendra Lal, a distinguished geophysicist whose 
work spanned diverse areas of the Earth and space sciences. He is best known for his role in 
founding and developing the held in which cosmic rays produced isotopes on Earth are used as 
tracers to investigate a wide range of Earth science problems. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

WTO slashes global 2023 trade growth forecast to 1% as recession looms 

 World merchandise trade volume growth is likely to slow to 1 per cent in 2023, down from the 
previous forecast of 3 per cent made in April this year, per fresh estimates released by the WTO. 
This is due to multiple shocks including the Ukraine war, high energy prices, inflation, and 
monetary tightening, it said. 

 While global trade in goods in 2022 is now predicted to grow at 3.5 per cent–better than the 3 
per cent estimated in April–it is expected to lose momentum in the second half of 2023, the 
report pointed out. Slowdown in exports is expected in 2023 as import demand is likely to soften 
in major economies with growth slowing down for different reasons. “In Europe, high energy 
prices stemming from the Russia-Ukraine war will squeeze household spending and raise 
manufacturing costs. 

 
India’s economic growth likely to decline to 5.7% in 2022 from 8.2% a year ago, says UNCTAD 

 India’s economic growth is expected to decline to 5.7 per cent this year from 8.2 per cent in 
2021, citing higher financing cost and weaker public expenditures, according to the forecast by 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Trade and Development 
Report 2022. 

 The country’s GDP will further decelerate to 4.7 per cent growth in 2023, the top UN agency 
projected. India experienced an expansion of 8.2 per cent in 2021, the strongest among G20 
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countries. As supply chain disruptions eased, rising domestic demand turned the current account 
surplus into a deficit, and growth decelerated, the report stated. 

 The government has announced plans to increase capital expenditure, especially in the rail and 
road sector, but in a weakening global economy, policymakers will be under pressure to reduce 
fiscal imbalances, and this may lead to falling expenditures elsewhere. Under these conditions, 
the economy is expected to decelerate to 4.7 percent growth in 2023, the report forecasted. 
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NATIONAL 
Telangana govt introduces 'Aasara' pension as social safety net to poor 

 The Telangana government has introduced ‘Aasara’ pensions as a part of the state’s welfare 
measures and social safety net strategy. The ‘Aasara’ pensions aim to secure life for all the poor. 
It is a welfare scheme for the older section of the state, widows, physically disabled, and beedi 
workers to avail pension facilities. Under the Asif Nagar Mandal jurisdiction 10,000 new Aasara 
pensions have been sanctioned. 

 The Aasara pension scheme was launched on 8th November 2014 by the Government of 
Telangana. 

 The scheme provides pensions to old people, windows, patients suffering from elephantiasis or 
AIDS, physically disabled persons, beedi workers, and single women. 

 On 7th March 2022, the Finance Minister of Telangana allocated Rs. 11,728 crores to the Aasara 
Pension scheme. 
About Telangana: 
Founded: 2 June 2014 
Capital: Hyderabad 
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 

 
Kiren Rijiju, Anurag Singh Thakur launch Fit India Freedom Run 3.0 on Gandhi Jayanti at Major 
Dhyanchand National Stadium, New Delhi  

 In honour of Gandhi Jayanti, Fit India Freedom Run 3.0 was officially introduced at the Major 
Dhyanchand National Stadium in New Delhi. The third edition of Fit India Plog Run, one of the 
largest national activities initiated by the Government of India at the height of the Covid-19 
epidemic in 2020, was jointly introduced by Union Ministers of Law and Justice Shri Kiren Rijiju 
and Shri Anurag Singh Thakur. 

 October 2, marked the beginning of the third iteration of the Fit India Freedom Run, which will 
last until October 31. 

 Along with a sizable number of participants, the event also included the former health minister 
of India, Shri Harshvardhan Goel, the secretary of sports, Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi, the director 
general of the Sports Authority of India, Shri Sandip Pradhan, and the ambassador for Fit India, 
Ripu Daman Bevli. 
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
Capital: New Delhi 
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L. Governor: Vinai Kumar Saxena  
 
 Education Ministry launches PM Modi's young authors mentoring scheme YUVA 2.0 

 The Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring Young Authors, known as YUVA 2.0 (Young, 
Upcoming and Versatile Authors), was launched by the Department of Higher Education of the 
Ministry of Education on October 2. In order to promote India and Indian literature abroad, it is 
an author mentoring programme for young and aspiring writers (under 30 years old). 

 YUVA 2.0 aims to artistically and ingeniously emphasise the viewpoints of the younger 
generation of authors on the issue of “Democracy (institutions, events, people, constitutional 
ideals – past, present, future)” as part of the India@75 Project (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav). 

 In light of the last edition’s enormous effect, which includes broad participation from young and 
aspiring authors in 22 more Indian languages in addition to English, YUVA 2.0 is now being 
produced. 

 
SPORTS 

Sergio Perez keeps Singapore Grand Prix win after stewards investigation 

 Red Bull’s driver, Sergio Perez has won the Singapore Formula 1 Grand Prix 2022. Perez finished 
7.5 sec ahead of Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who came at the second position. Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz 
grabbed the third position. Perez’s teammate & Italian GP 2022 winner Max Verstappen finished 
seventh in the race. Hamilton secured ninth. Verstappen needed a win, and other results to go 
his way, to become world champion for the second successive time.  
About Singapore: 
Currency: Singapore dollar 
President: Halimah Yacob 
Capital:  Singapore city 

 
Rohit Sharma becomes first Indian to complete 400 T20 appearances during 2nd India-South Africa 
T20I   

 Indian Skipper, Rohit Sharma has achieved yet another milestone in his T20 career and has 
become the first-ever Indian to play 400 T20s. The India captain has achieved the milestone in 
the 2nd T20I of the series against South Africa in Guwahati. The first Indian to hit a century in 
T20 cricket, Rohit had made his shortest format debut for Mumbai against Baroda in April 2007. 
Among Indians, Rohit is followed by Dinesh Karthik, who has played 368 T20s. MS Dhoni sits at 
the 3rd spot with 361 caps. Virat Kohli is playing his 354th T20. 

 Rohit made it to the national team few months later and was part of the MS Dhoni-led side 
which won the 2007 T20 World Cup. Although he was in and out of the ODI team, Rohit kept his 
spot in T20Is and is the only Indian to feature in all 7 editions of T20 World Cup. Apart from India, 
Rohit has played T20 cricket for Mumbai Indians, Deccan Charters, India A and Indians. The 
highest run-scorer in T20I format, Rohit has 10544* runs in all of T20s. 

 
USA wins 11th world title at FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup 

 The United States defeated China (83-61) to win the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) 
Women’s Basketball World Cup at the Sydney Superdome, Australia. The Americans bagged their 
fourth title in a row and 11th in total and have also sealed a spot at the Paris 2024 Olympic 
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Games. A’Ja Wilson and Chelsea Gray were the star performers for the US. Wilson contributed 19 
points and five rebounds while compatriot Gray got 10 points and an impressive eight assists. 

 For the Chinese, Yueru Li was the standout performer, with 19 points and 12 rebounds, only to 
finish on the losing end. In the other game, Canada 95-65 in the third-place game. Australia’s 
legend Lauren Jackson scored a stellar 30 points that helped the hosts past Canada 95-65 in the 
bronze medal match. 
About International Basketball Federation: 
Founded: 18 June 1932 
Headquarters: Mies, Switzerland 
President: Hamane Niang 
Secretary General: Andreas Zagklis 
About USA: 
Attorney general: Merrick Garland   
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 

 
OBITURY 

Suzlon Energy founder Tulsi Tanti passes away due to cardiac arrest at the age of 64 

 Tulsi Tanti, founder and chairman of wind turbine maker Suzlon Energy Ltd passed away. He was 
64. He was born in Gujarat and studied commerce and mechanical engineering. Tanti set up 
Suzlon in 1995 and spearheaded growth in the Indian wind energy sector by championing 
affordable and sustainable energy policies. 

 Tanti started a textiles business and invested in two wind turbines in 1990 because of inadequate 
power supply in his area, according to a profile note by the UNEP, which named him one of its 
“Champions of the Earth” in 2009. 

 He was also named a “Hero of the Environment” in 2007 by Time magazine.Tanti was also the 
chairman of the Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturers Association. 
About Tulsi Tanti: 
Born: 2 February 1958, Rajkot 
Died: 1 October 2022 
Children: Nidhi Tanti, Pranav Tanti 
Organization founded: Suzlon 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Ajay Bhadoo appointed Dy Election Commissioner, Akash Tripathi MyGovs CEO 

 Senior bureaucrat, Ajay Bhadoo has been appointed as the Deputy Election Commissioner as 
part of a senior-level bureaucratic reshuffle effected on Sunday by the Centre. Bhadoo, a 1999 
batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Gujarat cadre, has been appointed to the 
post up to July 24, 2024. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the senior 
bureaucrat’s candidature.  

 His two-month extension as Joint Secretary in the President’s Secretariat ended on September 
25. He was appointed as Joint Secretary to former President Ram Nath Kovid in July 2020. Earlier, 
Bhadoo served as Gujarat’s Vadodara Municipal Commissioner. 
About Election commission of India: 
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Formed: 25 January 1950 
Jurisdiction: Government of India 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
First executive: Sukumar Sen 
Preceding executive: Sushil Chandra 
Current executive: Rajiv Kumar 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Winners of the 'Valley of Words' Book Awards Announced 

 Anees Salim’s The Odd Book of Baby Names (English fiction) and Rudrangshu Mukherjee’s Tagore 
& Gandhi: Walking Alone, Walking Together (English non-fiction) were among the eight that 
were adjudged the best books of the year at the ‘Valley of Words Book Awards. The PFC-VoW 
Book Awards, currently in its sixth edition, is considered one of the most comprehensive 
independent literary award programmes in India. 
The total listing of the PFC-VoW E-book Award winners 2022- 

1. English fiction: The Odd E-book of Child Names by Anees Salim (Penguin Random Home) 
2. English non-fiction: Tagore & Gandhi: Strolling Alone, Strolling Collectively by Rudrangshu 

Mukherjee (Aleph E-book Firm) 
3. Hindi fiction: Khela by Neelakshi Singh (Setu Publications) 
4. Hindi non- fiction: Jeete Ji Allahabad by Mamta Kalia (Rajkamal Prakashan) 
5. Writings for younger adults: Savi and the Reminiscence Keeper by Bijal Vachharajani 

(Hachette) 
6. Writings/image books for kids: Aai and I by Mamta Nainy (Pickle Yolk Books) 
7. Translation to Hindi: Yaadon Ke Bikhre Moti: Batware ki Kahaniyan by Aanchal Malhotra, 

translated by Brig Kamal Nayan Pandit (HarperCollins) 
8. Translation to English: Amader Shantiniketan by Shivani, translated by Ira Pande (Penguin 

Random Home) 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Inflation likely to come down to 5.2% owing to normal rains, ease in supplies: RBI report 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is expecting retail inflation to come under control at 5.2 per cent in 
FY24, down from the 6.7 per cent forecast for FY23, revealed the banking regulator in its 
‘Monetary Policy Report September 2022’. In addition to this, RBI has also cut India’s GDP 
growth forecast for FY23 to 7 per cent from its earlier projection of 7.2 per cent. 

 The RBI, in its report, said, “For 2023-24, assuming a normal monsoon, a progressive 
normalisation of supply chains, and no further exogenous or policy shocks, structural model 
estimates indicate that inflation will average 5.2 per cent.” The central bank expects inflation to 
remain above the upper tolerance level of 6 per cent in the first three-quarters of FY23. RBI also 
expects inflation to come under control from January 2023 onwards. RBI projects the retail 
inflation to average 5.8 per cent in Q4 FY23 and further down to 5 per cent in Q1 FY24. In 
addition to this, RBI has also cut India’s GDP growth forecast for FY23 to 7 per cent from its 
earlier projection of 7.2 per cent. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
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Ownership: Ministry of Finance, Government of India 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk unveils prototype humanoid Optimus robot 

 Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla, unveiled a model of the humanoid “Optimus” robot, which uses 
some of the same Artificial Intelligence (AI) software and sensors as the Autopilot driving 
assistance system in Tesla vehicles. At Tesla AI Day 2022, which was held to show off how far the 
company’s research into autonomous robots and vehicles had progressed, Optimus was 
unveiled. 

 Optimus was initially seen during the event pacing around the stage, along with updates on new 
self-driving software and a first look at the Dojo hardware that powers Tesla’s AI research, 
according to media sources. 

 Elon Musk claims that this humanoid prototype is capable of more than what was demonstrated 
in real life. 

 But at the Tesla AI Day celebration, it was used for the first time without a tether. 
About Tesla: 
CEO: Elon Musk (Oct 2008–) 
Founded: 1 July 2003, San Carlos, California, United States 
Headquarters: Austin, Texas, United States 
Founders: Elon Musk, Martin Eberhard, JB Straubel, Marc Tarpenning, Ian Wright 

 
NATIONAL 

Centre Extends AFSPA In Districts Of Arunachal Pradesh & Nagaland For Six Months  

 AFSPA in Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh: The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, or AFSPA, 
has been applied to 12 districts in Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh for an additional six months, 
according to the federal government. In order to aid the military forces in carrying out the anti-
insurgency operations, it has also been expanded in some areas of five more districts of the two 
northeastern states. 

 The AFSPA will be extended for six months starting in nine districts of Nagaland: Dimapur, 
Niuland, Chumoukedima, Mon, Kiphire, Noklak, Phek, and Zunheboto. 

 The AFSPA will be also extended for six months starting in 16 police station areas in four 
additional districts: Kohima, Mokokchung, Longleng, and Wokha. This was announced in a 
notification by the Home Ministry. 
About Nagaland: 
Founded: 30 November 1963 
Capital: Kohima (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Neiphiu Rio 
Governor: Prof Jagdish Mukhi  
About Arunachal Pradesh: 
Capital: Itanagar (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu 
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Governor: B. D. Mishra. 
 
25 Per Cent Extra Seats To Be Created For Foreign Students In Universities, HEIs: UGC's New 
Guidelines   

 UGC Guidelines for International Students: The University Grants Commission (UGC guidelines) 
said that higher education institutions (HEIs) nationwide would now be able to add up to 25% 
extra seats for international students and must have a transparent admissions procedure for 
them. Last month, the draught of “Guidelines for Admission and Supernumerary Seats of 
International Students in Undergraduate and Postgraduate Programmes in Higher Educational 
Institutions in India” was made available to the public for comment. 

 Over and beyond their overall sanctioned enrolment for undergraduate and graduate 
programmes, HEIs may generate up to 25 percent of supernumerary seats for overseas students. 

 The choice on additional seats must be made by the relevant higher education institutions in 
accordance with the detailed directives and laws issued by the regulatory agencies, taking into 
account the infrastructure, faculty, and other criteria. 
About University Grants Commission (UGC): 
Founded: 1956 
Sector: Higher education 
First executive: Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Agency executive: D. P. Singh (Chairperson) 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Swedish scientist Svante Paabo wins Nobel Prize in medicine 

 The Nobel Prizes 2022 for medicine or physiology was awarded to Swedish geneticist Svante 
Pääbo. Svante Pääbo was given the award “for his discoveries concerning the genomes of extinct 
hominins and human evolution,” the Nobel Prize committee. Considered the most prestigious 
prize in the scientific world, it is awarded by the Nobel Assembly of Sweden’s Karolinska Institute 
and is worth 10 million Swedish crowns ($900,357). 

 Through his pioneering research, Svante Pääbo accomplished something seemingly impossible: 
sequencing the genome of the Neanderthal, an extinct relative of present-day humans. He also 
made the sensational discovery of a previously unknown hominin, Denisova. Importantly, Pääbo 
also found that gene transfer had occurred from these now extinct hominins to Homo sapiens 
following the migration out of Africa around 70,000 years ago. This ancient flow of genes to 
present-day humans has physiological relevance today, for example affecting how our immune 
system reacts to infections. 
About Nobel Prize: 
Ceremony date: 10 December 2022 
First awarded: 1901; 121 years ago 
About Sweden: 
Capital: Stockholm 
Currency: Swedish krona 
Prime Minister : Magdalena Andersson 
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Dr. Madhav Hada to be awarded 32nd Bihari Puraskar  

 Writer Dr Madhav Hada will be awarded the 32nd Bihari Puraskar for his 2015 literary criticism 
book ‘Pachrang Chola Pahar Sakhi Ri’, the KK Birla Foundation announced. A literary critic and 
academic, Hada has written extensively on literature, media, culture and history. He has also 
been a member of the general council of the Sahitya Akademi and the Hindi Advisory Board. He 
has been a recipient of the Bhartendu Harishchandra Award for Media Studies and the Devraj 
Upadhyay Award for Literary Criticism. 

 Hada’s book ‘Pachrang Chola Pahar Sakhi Ri’ focuses on the life of medieval devotee poet Meera. 
In his book, Hada explores the processes of Meera’s image formation.    

 
RANKING 

Indore bags cleanest city award for sixth year, M.P ranks first among States 

 Indore bagged the title of India’s cleanest city for the sixth time in a row as the results of the 
Central government’s annual cleanliness survey ‘Swachh Survekshan Awards 2022’ were 
announced. Madhya Pradesh secured the first position in the category of best performing states, 
followed by Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra. 

 Surat is the second cleanest city and Navi Mumbai comes a close third in the category of cities 
with a population of more than a lakh. 

 Tripura has bagged the top rank among the states having fewer than 100 urban local bodies. 

 In the category of cities having a population of fewer than one lakh, Maharashtra’s Panchgani 
was ranked number one, followed by Chhattisgarh’s Patan (NP) and Maharashtra’s Karhad. 

 As part of Swachh Bharat Diwas celebrations on the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
President Droupadi Murmu will confer six awards – Swachh Survekshan Grameen (SSG) 2022, 
Swachhta Hi Sewa 2022, Sujlam 1.0 & 2.0, Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) Functionality Assessment, Har 
Ghar Jal certification and Start-up Grand Challenge. 
About Madhya Pradesh: 
Capital: Bhopal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Pate  

 
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra topped destinations for foreign tourists 2021 

 As per a report by Union Tourism Ministry, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had the highest 
numbers of foreign tourist visits, with 1.26 million and 1.23 million, respectively in 2021. The 
over 280-page report titled ‘India Tourism Statistics 2022’ was released by Vice-President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar on World Tourism Day at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi. India received 677.63 
million domestic tourist visits in 2021, an increase of 11.05 per cent from 610.22 million in 2020, 
the report said. 

 The report said due to restrictions related to COVID-19, “the number of foreign tourist arrivals 
(FTAs) in India during 2021 decreased to 1.52 million as compared to 2.74 million in 2020, 
registering a negative growth of 44.5 per cent”. 

 The total number of foreign visitors for 2021-22 was 3,18,673, declining 23.4 per cent on year 
from 4,15,859 in 2020-21, according to the data. 

 Sharing data about the footfall at various sites under the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the 
report said the Taj Mahal was the most popular centrally-protected ticketed monument for 
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domestic visitors in 2021-22, while the Group of Monuments at Mamallapuram in Tamil Nadu 
was the most visited centrally-protected ticketed monument for foreign visitors during the same 
period. 
About Tamil Nadu: 
Governor: R. N. Ravi 
Capital: Chennai 
Chief Minister: M. K. Stalin 
About Maharashtra : 
Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari 
Chief Minister: Eknath Shinde 
Capital: Mumbai 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Pegatron to boost Apple iPhone production in India 

 With the opening of a factory in Mahindra World City in Chennai, Taiwan’s Pegatron became the 
third Apple supplier to establish a production facility in India. It will put about Rs 1,100 crore into 
the facility, which might lead to the creation of 14,000 employment. The other two Apple 
suppliers with facilities in India are the Taiwanese companies Foxconn and Wistron. 

 The opening of Pegatron’s factory coincides with Apple’s anticipated relocation of at least a 
quarter of its manufacturing operations to India by 2025. 

 Hosur, Coimbatore, and Sriperumbudur will be transformed into centres for the production of 
electronics by Tamil Nadu. 

 20% of the nation’s electronics are produced with help from the state. Among the state’s main 
investments are Samsung, Foxconn, Tata Electronics, and Dell. Stalin claimed that the 
government was improving the supply chain. 
About Pegatron: 
CEO: Liao Syh-jang (1 Jul 2016–) 
Headquarters: Taipei City, Taipei, Taiwan 
Founded: 1 January 2008 

 
New rules for debit, credit cards begin with tokenisation  

 The rules and regulations for online payments for debit and credit cards have been changed. The 
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) card-on-file (CoF) tokenization norms came into effect on 1st 
October 2022. RBI’s CoF tokenization aims to improve the payment experience of cardholders. 

 The new rule released by RBI says that neither businesses nor payment aggregators can save 
customer card details on their platforms. The card details can only be saved by card networks or 
issuing banks. 

 Tokenisation has replaced sensitive card information including card number, and card expiry 
with cryptographically-generated random strings. 

 Once the card is Tokenised, the generated card token can be used for processing payments as a 
substitute for card details. The Tokenised card eliminates the risk of loss of sensitive card 
information. 
About Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI): 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
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Founder: British Raj 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 

 
Core infra sector growth hits 9-month low in August  

 The output of eight core infrastructure sectors grew 3.3 per cent in August the lowest in nine 
months as against 12.2 per cent in the year-ago period, according to official data released. The 
previous low was in November 2021 at 3.2 per cent. It stood at 4.5 per cent in July. 

 The production growth of eight infrastructure sectors — coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery 
products, fertiliser, steel, cement and electricity — was 9.8 per cent during April-August this 
fiscal, compared to 19.4 per cent a year ago. Crude oil and natural gas production contracted by 
3.3 per cent and 0.9 per cent, respectively, during the month under review. 

 In August, the fertiliser output rose by 11.9 per cent against a contraction of 3.1 per cent in the 
same month last year. The growth rates for coal, refinery products, steel, cement and electricity 
slowed to 7.6 per cent, 7 per cent, 2.2 per cent, 1.8 per cent and 0.9 per cent, respectively. 
Production of coal (weight: 10.33%) grew by 7.6% in August 2022 compared to August 2021. In 
comparison to the same time in 2022–2023, its cumulative index rose by 22.7% from April until 
August in FY23. Production of crude oil (weight: 8.98%) fell by 3.3% YoY in August 2022, and its 
cumulative index fell by 1.1% from April to August 2022–2023 compared to the same period in 
the previous year. 
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Telangana govt enhances ST reservation from 6% to 10% with immediate effect 

 The Telangana government issued an order to increase the reservation for the Scheduled Tribe 
communities from 6 percent to 10 percent. The order issued by the Tribal Welfare Department 
informed that the enhanced reservations would apply in the educational institutions and to 
services under the state government with immediate effect. 

 In 2017, the Telangana Assembly passed a bill enhancing the reservation of the ST population to 
10 percent. 

 The latest order has increased the reservation for various sections in the state up to 54 percent. 

 Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao has announced the increase of the ST Quota to 10 percent. 

 The reservation report, highlights the fact that the ST population has risen more compared to 
others since 1986 when 6 percent reservation was announced. 
About Telangana: 
Founded: 2 June 2014 
Capital: Hyderabad 
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 

 
CBI launches 'Operation Garuda' against illicit drug trafficking 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has launched a multi-phase ‘Operation Garuda’. 
Operation Garuda will help to disrupt, degrade, and dismantle networks with international 
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linkages through the rapid exchange of criminal intelligence on drug trafficking and coordinated 
law enforcement action across international jurisdictions through Interpol. 

 Operation Garuda is a Global Operation that was initiated in close coordination with Interpol and 
Narcotics Control Bureau. 

 Operation Garuda was initiated to combat the smuggling of illicit drugs and psychotropic 
substances, with a special focus on the Indian Ocean Region. 

 In this operation apart from CBI and NCB, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu, Delhi, and Manipur also participated in Operation Garuda. 

 During this special operation, 6600 suspects were checked, 127 new cases were registered, and 
175 persons including six absconder’s offenders were arrested. 
About Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI): 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founded: 1 April 1963 
Founder: Government of India 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Sunil Barthwal assumes charge as commerce secretary 

 Senior IAS officer, Sunil Barthwal assumed charge as the commerce secretary. Barthwal, a 1989-
batch officer of the Bihar cadre, previously served as the labour and employment secretary. He 
replaced Subrahmanyam, a 1987-batch IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre, who was appointed 
as chairman and managing director, of the India Trade Promotion Organisation on a contract 
basis for a period of two years following his superannuation. 

 Barthwal did his Economics honours from St Stephen’s College, Delhi and has a post-graduate 
economics degree from JNU. He has published articles in journals and other publications and has 
represented India in many international forums. 

 
Sujoy Lal Thaosen, Anish Dayal Singh Appointed New DGs of CRPF, ITBP 

 Senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officers Sujoy Lal Thaosen and Anish Dayal Singh have been 
appointed as the new director generals of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) respectively. Thaosen’s scheduled retirement is in November this 
year, while Singh will superannuate in December 2024. The order for their appointment was 
issued by the Personnel Ministry after sanction from the Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) headed by the prime minister. 

 Thaosen, a 1988-batch officer of the Madhya Pradesh cadre, is currently working as the director 
general (DG) of the border guarding force Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and holding the additional 
charge of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police. The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) DG post fell 
vacant on Friday after IPS officer Kuldiep Singh (1986-batch) retired. 

 Anish Dayal Singh, a 1988-batch officer (Manipur cadre), is currently serving as a special director 
in the Intelligence Bureau. 
About Central Reserve Police Force(CRPF):  
Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
Formed: 27 July 1939 
Force Motto: Service and Loyalty 
About Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP): 
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Founded: 24 October 1962 
Headquarters: New Delhi, India 

 
ISRO Scientist Elected As Vice President of International Astronautical Federation 

 Senior Indian Space Research Organization scientist Anil Kumar has been appointed as the Vice-
President of the International Astronautical Federation (IAF). Dr. Anil Kumar is currently serving 
as the Associate Director, of ISRO Telemetry, Tracking, and Command Network (ISTRAC). 

 The International Astronautical Federation was founded in 1951. IAF is one of the world’s top 
space advocacy bodies with 433 members in 72 nations. International Astronautical Federation 
Congress (IAC) is an annual space event and it is attended by more than 6000 participants, IAC is 
organized by the IAF. The International Astronautical Federation Congress includes networking 
events, talks, and a technical program on advances in science and exploration, applications, and 
operations, technology, infrastructure, and space and society. 
About Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO): 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 15 August 1969 
Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 
Subsidiary: Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
About International Astronautical Federation (IAF): 
Membership: 397 members from 68 countries 
Formation: 1951; 71 years ago 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Habitat Day 2022: 3rd October 

 The United Nations observes the first Monday of October as World Habitat Day. This year, World 
Habitat Day will be observed on October 3. The day calls to reflect on our towns, cities, and the 
basic right of all to have adequate shelter. It serves as a reminder that we can shape the future 
of the place we live in. 

 This year’s theme is “Mind the Gap. Leave No One and Place Behind”. The focus is on the 
growing inequalities and challenges in cities and human settlements. These are the problems 
that have been aggravated due to what the UN calls triple Cs: Coronavirus (COVID-19), Climate, 
and Crisis. These triple Cs have hampered the progress made against poverty. The UN calls 
tackling urban poverty and inequality an “urgent global priority”. They have called for local 
actions toward Sustainable Development Goals. 
About United Nations (UN): 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
Secretary General: António Guterres  

 
Swachh Bharat Diwas 2022 : 3rd October 

 Department of Drinking water and sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti celebrated Swachh 
Bharat Diwas (SBD) on 2nd October 2022. The Swachh Bharat Diwas is celebrated to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The Swachh Bharat Diwas is inspired 
by one of the quotes of the father of the nation, “Cleanliness is next to godliness”. 
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 Swachh Bharat Mission draws its strength from the people who made it into a Jan Andolan 
ensuring Sampoorna Swachhta or complete sanitation. 

 The Swachh Bharat Diwas was a day-long event which was organized by the Department at 
Vigyan Bhawan. 

 The DDWA implemented two flagship central government programs, the Swacch Bharat Mission 
and the Jal Jeevan Mission. 

 During the event, the President of India was presented with the Swacch Survekshan Grameen 
2022 report by Union Kal Shakti Minister. 

 The department also launched two campaigns, one was Retrofit to Twin Pit Abhiyan and the 
other one is Swacch Jal se Suraksha. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Current Account Deficit Widens To 2.8% Of GDP In Q1 Of FY23 

 India’s current account deficit (CAD), a key indicator of balance of payment of a country, has 
widened to $23.9 billion, which is 2.8% of the GDP, in the first quarter of the current financial 
year 2022-23. This is up from $13.4 billion (1.5% of the GDP in Q4 of FY2022) and a surplus of 
$6.6 billion (0.9% of the GDP) a year ago period of Q1FY22, according to the data released by the 
RBI’s Balance of Payments. 

 The widening trade deficit, or the gap between the value of imports and exports, puts pressure 
on the balance of payments. India’s trade deficit during the first five months of 2022-23 has 
widened to $124.5 billion from $54 billion in the previous corresponding period. In the entire 
fiscal 2021-22, the trade deficit was at $189.5 billion. CAD is expected to remain within 3% of the 
GDP in 2022-23 as against 1.2% during the last fiscal, an article published in the RBI bulletin said 
earlier. 

 
GST collections up 26% to over Rs 1.47 lakh crore in September 

 The gross GST revenue collected in the month of September 2022 is ₹ 1,47,686 crore of which 
CGST is ₹ 25,271 crore, SGST is ₹ 31,813 crore, IGST is ₹ 80,464 crore (including ₹ 41,215 crore 
collected on import of goods) and Cess is ₹ 10,137 crore (including ₹ 856 crore collected on 
import of goods). 

 The government has settled ₹ 31,880 crore to CGST and ₹ 27,403 crore to SGST from IGST as 
regular settlement. The total revenue of Centre and the States after regular settlements in the 
month of September 2022 is ₹ 57,151 crore for CGST and ₹ 59,216 crore for the SGST. 

 The revenues for the month of September 2022 are 26% higher than the GST revenues in the 
same month last year. During the month, revenues from import of goods was 39% higher and 
the revenues from domestic transaction (including import of services) are 22% higher than the 
revenues from these sources during the same month last year.  

 This month witnessed the second highest single day collection of Rs. 49,453 crore on 20th 
September with second highest number of 8.77 lakh challans filed, next only to Rs. 57,846 crore 
collected on 20th July 2022 through 9.58 lakh challans. 

 
India's unemployment rate drops to 6.43% in September, shows CMIE  

 India’s unemployment rate has drastically dropped to 6.43 per cent in September due to an 
increase in labour participation in the rural and urban areas, according to data from the Centre 
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for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE). During August, India’s unemployment rate surged to a 
one-year high of 8.3 per cent as employment sequentially fell by 2 million to 394.6 million. 

 “In September, the unemployment rate has fallen significantly with an increase in labour 
participation in both urban and rural areas,” CMIE managing director Mahesh Vyas said. 

 According to the CMIE data, the unemployment rate was the highest in Rajasthan at 23.8 per 
cent in September, followed by Jammu and Kashmir at 23.2 per cent, Haryana at 22.9 per cent, 
Tripura at 17 per cent, Jharkhand at 12.2 per cent and Bihar at 11.4 per cent. The unemployment 
was the lowest in Chhattisgarh at 0.1 per cent in September, followed by Assam at 0.4 per cent, 
Uttrakhand at 0.5 per cent, Madhya Pradesh at 0.9 per cent, Gujarat at 1.6 per cent, Meghalaya 
at 2.3 per cent and Odisha at 2.9 per cent, the data showed. 
About Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE): 
Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
Founded: 13 April 1976; 46 years ago 
Founder: Narottam Shah  

 
  
 


