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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
China Plans to launch World's First Search For Habitable Planets through Space Telescope 

 Chinese scientists have proposed a space project to survey the sky through a space-borne 
telescope to hunt for habitable Earth-like planets outside the solar system, about 32 light-years 
from Earth. The project, named Closeby Habitable Exoplanet Survey (CHES) would be the first 
space mission specially designed to search for habitable terrestrial planets around nearby Sun-
like stars. 

 The exploration of habitable planets outside the solar system is one of the key frontiers of 
fundamental research in astronomy. The discovery of the nearby habitable worlds will be a great 
breakthrough for humankind, and will also help humans visit those Earth twins and expand our 
living space in the future. 

 The CHES will observe about 100 Sun-like stars 32 light-years away on a long-term survey, and 
will hopefully discover roughly 50 Earth-like planets or super-Earths, planets that are up to about 
10 times the mass of Earth. 

 CHES will offer crucial clues to the issues such as other extra-terrestrial lives and the planets 
becoming the cradle of life. 
About China 
Capital: Beijing 
Currency: Renminbi 
President: Xi Jinping 

 
Hyderabad based Skyroot Aerospace successfully test fires its rocket engine 

 Private sector rocket maker Skyroot Aerospace Private Ltd successfully tested its Kalam-100 
rocket that will power the Vikram-1 rocket’s third stage/engine. The company announced the 
completion of the milestone of full duration test-firing of its Vikram-1 rocket stage. The third 
stage, named Kalam-100 after former President APJ Abdul Kalam, was fired for a duration of 108 
seconds. 

 During the test, the rocket produced a peak vacuum thrust of 100 kN (about10 tons) showing its 
structure built with a high-strength carbon-fibre structure, solid fuel, Ethylene-Propylene-Diene 
terpolymers (EPDM) thermal protection system, and carbon ablative nozzle. 

 The rocket’s stage was tested at the facilities of Solar Industries India Ltd, one of the investors in 
Skyroot. 
About Telangana :  
Founded: 2 June 2014 
Capital: Hyderabad 
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
Chief minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Metrology Day 2022: 20th May 

 World Metrology Day(WMD) is annually observed across the globe on 20th May to create 
awareness about the Metrology, the science of measurement and its application. The day 
highlights the use of Metrology in scientific fields, innovation, industries, trading and other fields. 
The day is an annual celebration of the singing of the Metre Convention on 20th May 1875. 

 The theme for World Metrology Day 2022 is Metrology in the Digital Era. This theme was chosen 
because digital technology is revolutionizing our community, and is one of the most exciting 
trends in society today. 

 World Metrology Day is an annual celebration of the signature of the Metre Convention on 20 
May 1875 by representatives of seventeen nations. The Convention set the framework for global 
collaboration in the science of measurement and in its industrial, commercial and societal 
applications. The original aim of the Metre Convention – the worldwide uniformity of 
measurement – remains as important today as it was in 1875. 
About International Organization of Legal Metrology: 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
Founded: 1955 

 
Anti Terrorism Day 2022 : 21st May 

 Anti-Terrorism Day is observed every year on 21 May, on the death anniversary of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. He was assassinated on May 21, 1991, by the LTTE terrorists while 
campaigning for the Congress Party at Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu. Rajiv Gandhi became 
India’s youngest PM when he was sworn in at 40. He took over as the sixth PM of the country 
after Indira Gandhi’s assassination in 1984. He served from 1984 to 1989. 

 Anti-Terrorism Day is celebrated to promote peace and harmony. Terrorists feel the need to 
inflict disaster on innocent people either because they are brain-washed because they believe it 
is their religious purpose or simply because they don’t have a conscience. Whatever be their 
motivation, there’s no denying the fact that their activities are immoral. 

 The day also helps us remember the sacrifices made by thousands of soldiers and policemen who 
fought against terrorism to protect their country and their people. 

 
International Tea Day 2022: 21st May 

 The International Tea Day is observed on May 21 every year. The day is known to create 
awareness about safe working conditions for the tea workers, fair trade and a sustainable 
environment to improve the production of tea. The Day will promote and foster collective 
actions to implement activities in favour of the sustainable production and consumption of tea 
and raise awareness of its importance in fighting hunger and poverty. 

 The United Nations General Assembly has designated May 21 as International Tea Day based on 
a proposal moved by India at the FAO Intergovernmental Group (IGG) on Tea in October 2015. 
Before 2019, December 15 is celebrated as International Tea Day in tea producing nations such 
as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Vietnam, Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, Malaysia, Uganda, India and 
Tanzania. 

 The first International Tea Day was held in Delhi, India in 2005. It was in 2015 that the Indian 
government proposed the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation to expand this day globally. The 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

day is observed in the month of May because it is during this time of the year that tea production 
begins in most countries. 

 
World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development 2022: 21st May  

 The UN General Assembly, in its resolution, declared May 21 to be the World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and Development. The day aims to celebrate the richness of the world’s 
cultures and highlight the significance of its diversity as an agent of inclusion and positive change 
for achieving peace and sustainable development. Diversity Day, officially known as “The World 
Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development”, is an opportunity to help communities 
understand the value of cultural diversity and learn how to live together in harmony. 

 In the year 2001, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
adopted the ‘Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity’ as a result of the destruction of the 
Buddha statues of Bamiyan in Afghanistan in 2001. Then in December 2002, the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) in its resolution 57/249, declared 21 May to be World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and Development. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBL Bank ties up with Amazon Pay to offer UPI payment services 

 RBL Bank, Amazon Pay, and Amazon Web Services (AWS) have partnered together to deliver 
universal payments interface (UPI) payments, which will include peer-to-peer and peer-to-
merchant transactions. Amazon Pay would grant RBL Bank a UPI ID with the handle @rapl from 
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), resulting in a simplified payments experience 
using RBL Bank’s cloud-based processing infrastructure. With its AWS-hosted payment 
processing technology, RBL strengthens its footprint in the UPI arena, allowing the bank to 
interact with Amazon Pay’s growing client base and transaction volumes. 

 PayNearby, an Indian banking and digital payments network, teamed up with Visa and RBL Bank 
in August to launch SoftPoS and mPOS for its 1.5 million+ shops. 

 India’s lack of digital infrastructure has hampered merchant acceptance of digital payments, and 
the country’s population density of over 350 people per POS terminal is unusually high when 
compared to China and Brazil, which have POS of 20 and 10, respectively. 

 In order to limit the danger of viral transmission, the COVID-19 pandemic has pushed the need 
for contactless payments. 
About Amazon:  
Founder: Jeff Bezos 
CEO: Andy Jassy 

 
IDBI Bank to sell 25% stake in Ageas Federal Life Insurance for Rs 580 cr 

 IDBI Bank has barged into a share purchase agreement to sell its remaining 25% stake in private 
sector life insurer Ageas Federal Life Insurance for Rs 580 crore, making Ageas one of the few 
foreign insurers to increase its stake in its Indian insurance joint venture to 74 percent after the 
government raised the FDI cap in the insurance sector.  The deal is scheduled to close in Q2FY23, 
pending regulatory approvals and the fulfilment of the share purchase agreement’s terms and 
conditions. Ageas, a European insurer, has already expanded its stake in the Indian insurer from 
26% to 49% in December 2020. 
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 Federal Bank’s shareholding in the company remained at 26%. The insurer’s name was changed 
from IDBI Federal Life Insurance to Ageas Federal Life Insurance as a result of this. 

 Ageas Insurance International now owns 49 percent of the private sector life insurer Ageas 
Federal Life Insurance, while Federal Bank owns 26 percent.  

 Ageas Insurance International will increase its investment in the insurance company to 74 
percent after purchasing IDBI Bank’s 25% interest. 
About IDBI Bank: 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
CEO: Rakesh Sharma (10 Oct 2018) 
Owner: Life Insurance Corporation 

 
Adani becomes fourth Indian group to acquire franchise in UAE's T20 League 

 Adani Sportsline, a division of the diverse Adani Group, has created history by gaining the rights 
to own and manage a franchise in the UAE’s top T20 competition. The UAE T20 League, which is 
licenced by the Emirates Cricket Board, is an annual event that will include six franchise teams 
participating in a 34-match tournament. The line-ups of various teams are likely to include top 
players from all cricket-playing countries. The league would provide future young cricketers a 
platform and exposure. 

 It will be Adani Sportsline’s first significant international step, connecting and engaging with 
cricket fans from around the world. 

 The Adani Group, which includes port management, electric power production and transmission, 
renewable energy, mining, airport operations, natural gas, food processing, and infrastructure, 
promotes Adani Sportsline. 

 With operations in 70 sites in 50 countries and a market capitalization of over $222 billion, the 
company generates yearly revenues of over $20 billion. 
About Adani Group  
Headquarters: Ahmedabad 
Founder: Gautam Adani 
Founded: 1988 

 
India, fastest-growing major economy, projected to grow 6.4% in 2022: UN 

 The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA) in its ‘World Economic 
Situation and Prospects (WESP) Mid-year Update 2022’ report has declined India’s GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) growth projections from 6.7% to 6.4% for 2022-23. For 2023-24, 6% GDP 
growth is forecasted for India as against 6.1%. In 2021, India’s economy grew at 8.8%. The 
growth outlook for South Asia is also downgraded by 0.4 percentage points to 5.5% in 2022. 

 The report said that the outlook in South Asia has deteriorated in recent months, against the 
backdrop of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, and higher commodity prices and potential negative 
spillover effects from monetary tightening in the United States. 

 In its World Economic Situation and Prospects report as of mid-2022, the UN’s department of 
economic and social affairs said global inflation is projected to increase to 6.7% in 2022, twice 
the average of 2.9% during 2010–2020, with sharp rises in food and energy prices. 
About (UN-DESA): 
Headquarters location: New York, New York, United States 
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Founded: 1948 
Parent organization: United Nations 
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NATIONAL 
World bank sanctions USD 350 billion to Gujarat to boost health services  

 World Bank has approved USD 350 million as financial aid for the Systems Reform 
Endeavors for Transformed Health Achievement in Gujarat (SRESTHA -G) project. The 
SRESTHA-G project will be worth USD 500 million, with the World Bank contributing 
USD 350 million. The project will include transforming key health delivery systems in 
the state. 

 Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel approved the SRESTHA -G project, after which 
the proposal was forwarded to the Union Finance Ministry. The Gujarat government 
will implement the programme through the Health and Family Welfare Department 
(HFWD). 

 The Program Development Objective is to improve service delivery in Gujarat by 
improving primary health care quality, equity, and comprehensiveness, improving 
service delivery models for adolescent girls, and increasing disease surveillance 
system capacity. 
About World Bank: 
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States.  
Formation: July 1944.  
President: David Malpass. 

 
Madame Tussauds wax museum to open in Noida next month 

 The wax museum Madame Tussauds is returning to India. The museum will be 
located in a Noida mall. 50 Indian and international luminaries from sports, 
entertainment, history, and music will be featured at the new venue. Madame 
Tussauds India will let visitors to get up up and personal with celebrities as well as 
some of their most iconic moments.  

 The museum first opened in Connaught Place, Delhi, in 2017, but was forced to close 
owing to the pandemic. DLF Mall of India, one of the country’s major shopping ma lls, 
would be its new destination. The museum is open to the public under rigorous anti -
Covid guidelines. Madame Tussauds has a 200-year history and legacy, having first 
opened its doors in London in 1835. Sculptors at Madame Tussauds employ the same 
techniques as the legendary Marie Tussaud to produce each figure. It takes a 
minimum of 12 weeks for an artist to construct a single life -like figure. 
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal  
Deputy Chief Minister: Manish Sisodia  
Lt. Governor of Delhi: Anil  Baijal 
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Punjab Cabinet approves Rs 1,500 per acre incentive for farmers using new paddy sowing 
technique 

 The Punjab Cabinet has authorised a Rs 1,500 per acre incentive for farmers who 
grow paddy using the direct seeding of rice technology. A total of Rs 450 crore has 
been set aside to provide incentives to farmers who promote the DSR (Direct 
Seeding of Rice) technique, which uses less water and is more cost -effective. The 
incentive scheme was approved by the Cabinet in a meeting headed by chief minister 
Bhagwant Mann. 

 The incentive was offered by Bhagwant Mann to combat the state’s diminishing 
ground water table.  

 Paddy seeds are drilled into the field using the DSR process, which uses a machine 
that accomplishes both rice seeding and pesticide spraying at the same time. 

 Farmers nurture immature paddy plants in nurseries before uprooting and 
transplanting them onto a puddled field, according to the customary practise.  

 The incentive will encourage farmers to use this established approach, which uses 
significantly less water for irrigation, enhances percolation, decreases farm labour 
dependency, and improves soil health, increasing paddy and wheat yields by 5 -10%. 

 The Cabinet also resolved to provide farmers Rs 1,500 per acre in financial support 
via Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), for which the Punjab Mandi Board’s Anaj Kharid 
portal has already generated a database of roughly 11 lakh farmers with their 
Aadhaar numbers, mobile numbers, and bank account numbers.  
About Punjab 
Chief Minister: Sh. Bhagwant Mann 
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit  
Capital: Chandigarh 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Bee Day 2022: 20 th May 
 World Bee Day is observed worldwide on May 20. World Bee Day is to acknowledge 

the role of bees and other pollinators in the ecosystem. Raising awareness of the 
importance of pollinators in our environment, the threats they face and their 
important role in sustainability in the ecosystem is the key purpose behind the 
observance of this day. Also, it highlights how each individual can make a difference 
to support, restore and enhance the role of pollinators.  

 This year Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) will celebrate World Bee Day 
through a virtual event, under the theme ‘Bee Engaged: Celebrating the diversity of 
bees and beekeeping systems’.  

 World Bee Day was first inaugurated on 20th May 2018 and is celebrated every year 
ever since. This day commemorates the birth of Anton Jansa in 1734. She is 
considered the pioneer of beekeeping. In December 2017, the United Nations 
Member States approved the proposal of Slovenia to proclaim 20 May as World Bee 
Day. Beekeeping is something that is deeply rooted in the Slovenian tradition, and it 
is one of the leading European countries in terms of beekeepers.  
About FAO:  
Director-General: QU Dongyu; 
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Headquarters: Rome, Italy;  
Founded: 16 October 1945.  

 
National Endangered Species Day 2022: 20 th May 

 Every year on the third Friday of May, people across the globe observe National 
Endangered Species Day. This year the day is celebrated on May 20. This year, it 
marks the 16th National Endangered Species Day. National Endangered Species Day 
is celebrated with the main emphasis on conserving our planet Earth’s flora and 
fauna. 

 The day reminds human beings that they can do a lot to protect these species. 
National Endangered Species Day  aim towards educating about the ways of 
conservation, restoration of the ecosystem and understanding of biodiversity.  

 The National Endangered Species Day theme 2022 is “Recovering key species for 
ecosystem restoration”. Every year the awareness campaign t akes place around a 
theme. 

 
International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 2022: 17 th May 

 On May 17, the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, and Transphobia  is 
commemorated, with the goal of coordinating international events to raise 
awareness of LGBT rights violations and inspire interest in LGBT rights work around 
the world. There had been commemorations in over 130 countries till now. Despite 
progress, consensual same-sex relationships are still illegal in nearly 70 nations. Only 
one out of every three countries protects people from discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, one out of every ten protects people based on gender identity, 
and a minority protect people based on sex characteristics.  

 In 2019, 69 countries have made same-sex partnerships illegal. Furthermore, 
transgender people face punishment in 26 nations, and they are disproportionately 
vulnerable to violence around the world. In many countrie s, including Uganda, where 
homosexuality is illegal, IDAHOBIT is regularly utilised as a platform for organising 
actions to further the struggle for LGBT+ rights.  

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Wesley Morgan wins Colby award for 'The Hardest Place'  
 Author and journalist, Wesley Morgan has won the William E. Colby Award 2022 for 

his military and intelligence writing. He was cited for his book “The Hardest Place: 
The American Military Adrift in Afghanistan’s Pech Valley.” The Colby Award, a 
$5,000 prize named for the former ambassador and CIA director William E. Colby, is 
given for “a major contribution to the understanding of military history, intelligence 
operations or international affairs.” The Colby Award is presented by Norwich 
University in Northfield, Vermont. The Colby award was established in 1999.  
About Colby Award: 
Established: 1999  
First Recipient: Fred Chiaventone & Bill Harlow   
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

PNB MetLife launches India’s First dental health insurance plan  
 PNB MetLife India Insurance Company has launched India’s first dental health 

insurance plan. This is the first insurance plan in India that covers fixed -benefit 
outpatient expenses and provides financial assistance with costs related to overall 
dental health. This launch reinforces PNB MetLife leadership in the industry with this 
one-of-a-kind, standalone, the dental health insurance plan that covers major dental 
procedures without the hassles of hospitalisation.  

 PNB MetLife’s new Dental Care Plan will help customers manage their dental health 
and ensure they do not have to dive into their savings or reduce their essential 
spending in order to make space for dental treatment. To provide convenience to its 
customers, PNB MetLife has tied up with more than 340 dental clinics.  
About PNB MetLife: 
Established: 2001; 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra;  
Chairman: Kishore Ponnavolu;  
MD & CEO: Ashish Kumar Srivastava.  

 
Public sector banks' frauds down 51% to Rs 40,295 crore in FY22; number of cases 
declines YoY, 

 The Reserve Bank of India has said that public  sector banks reported over a 51 per 
cent fall in the amount involved in frauds to Rs 40,295.25 crore during the financial 
year 2021-22 (FY22). As many as 12 PSBs (Public Sector Banks) had reported frauds 
worth Rs 81,921.54 crore in the preceding fiscal 2020-21, the central bank said in 
response to an application under the Right to Information (RTI) Act.  

 However, the number of fraud cases didn’t fall at the same pace as a total of 7,940 
frauds reported by the PSBs in 2021-22, against 9,933 incidents reported in FY21, 
said the RBI’s reply to Madhya Pradesh -based RTI activist Chandrashekhar Gaur.  

 According to the RBI data on frauds reported by PSBs in all categories during FY22, 
the highest amount of Rs 9,528.95 crore was reported by the city -based Punjab 
National Bank (PNB), involving 431 such incidents.  

 The country’s largest lender State Bank of India reported frauds worth Rs 6,932.37 
crore in as many as 4,192 cases — reflecting incidents of a large number of small 
value frauds. 

 Bank of India reported frauds worth Rs 5,923.99 crore (209 incidents), followed by 
Bank of Baroda at Rs 3,989.36 crore (280); Union Bank of India Rs 3,939 crore (627), 
while Canara Bank reported frauds worth Rs 3,230.18 crore in just 90 cases — 
showing that the transactions were of hig h-value frauds. 
About RBI: 
Founded: April 1, 1935;  
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra;  
Governor: Shaktikanta Das; 
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WPI inflation spikes to a record high of 15.08% in April  
 India’s wholesale inflation soared to a three -decade high in April as high commodity  

prices and supply-chain disruptions pushed up input costs for producers. The annual 
rate of inflation was 15.08% (Provisional) for the month of April 2022 (Y -o-Y) as 
compared to 10.74% in April 2021. The rate of inflation based on the WPI Food Index 
increased marginally from 8.71% in March 2022 to 8.88% in April 2022.  

 The high rate of inflation in April 2022 was primarily due to a rise in prices of 
mineral oils, basic metals, crude petroleum & natural gas, food articles, non -food 
articles, food products and chemicals & chemical products etc. as compared to the 
corresponding month of the previous year.  

 Fuel prices, a big component of the increase, were up 38.66 % on the year versus 
34.52 % in March. 

 The Office of the Economic Adviser, Department for Promotio n of Industry and 
Internal Trade released the index numbers of wholesale prices in India (Base Year: 
2011-12) for the month of April 2022 (Provisional) and for the month of February 
2022 (Final).  
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INTERNATIONAL 
India goes bilateral after Pak shot SAARC in 2016  

 The future of SAARC seems bleak, with Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Nepal in economic 
limbo, and Afghanistan under Islamist Taliban control. This leaves India with little 
choice but to engage in bilateral engagement with its neighbours in order to protect 
its national security. Ironically, the Taliban in Afghanistan are currently embroiled in 
a simmering war with their tutor, the Pakistan Army, which refuses to recognise the 
Durand Line, which splits the Pashtun tribe betw een the two countries.  

 Pakistan Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif is confronting a full -blown economic crisis 
and does not have a magic wand to miraculously address the country’s various 
problems, despite the fact that Imran Khan Niazi has been booted out of o ffice, 
putting a stop to the political upheaval.  

 Afghanistan is ruled by a hardline Islamist Taliban administration eight years after 
the last summit, with a total budget of $2.6 billion for the current fiscal year.  

 The country is on the verge of famine and disease as the ISI-backed Haqqani 
Network, led by global terrorist Sirajuddin Haqqani, battles the Kandahar Taliban, 
led by Mullah Omar’s son Yaqub, for control of Kabul.  
About SAARC: 
Founded: 8 December 1985, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Secretary general: Esala Weerakoon 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enIN983IN983&q=south+asian+association+for+regional+cooperation+founded&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDItMMnSUs1OttLPL0pPzMusSizJzM9D4Vil5ZfmpaSmLGK1KM4vLclQSCzOTMwDksX5yZlgFQpp-UUKRanpQGZijkJyfn5BahFMAqwVADcZhzFvAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUsJTd4uv3AhUBpVYBHfIaCGQQ6BMoAHoECFgQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enIN983IN983&q=Dhaka&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDItMMlS4gAx0_KSTLRUs5Ot9POL0hPzMqsSSzLz81A4Vmn5pXkpqSmLWFldMhKzE3ewMu5iZ-JgAADJzch4TgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUsJTd4uv3AhUBpVYBHfIaCGQQmxMoAXoECFgQAw
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enIN983IN983&q=south+asian+association+for+regional+cooperation+secretary+general&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGWMMQpCMRBEK0EbC0-wtU1EtPCXXkTWZU1WkmzYjYgex5Maf2szDPMes1xvVqGE3f7YDvftKT2nQJozUxetoXC5snmSdlGLWOWNv90nZzLuaC-IXNkwfxZn10dPgC5YR7qSzDLc1MA4jooZSLUNfwZ_J1_zbflLjQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkpdz04uv3AhWXq1YBHaYECmQQ6BMoAHoECE4QAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enIN983IN983&q=Esala+Weerakoon&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDItMMlS4tVP1zc0TCqvzDWqKo7Xsswot9JPzs_JSU0uyczP089NzU1KLSrOyCyIzy9KT8zLrEoEiRdbFacmF6WWJBZVKqSn5qUWJeYsYuV3LU7MSVQITwVys_Pz83awMu5iZ-JgAACtYMvBcQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjkpdz04uv3AhWXq1YBHaYECmQQmxMoAXoECE4QAw
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 NATIONAL 
Supreme Court orders release of A G Perarivalan, convict in Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case 

 The Supreme Court used Article 142 of the Constitution to grant AG Perarivalan, a 
convict in the assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, extraordinary 
powers to “do complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it.” 
Perarivalan was released free by a bench of justices led by L.N. Rao and B.R. Gavai, 
who took into account his lengthy incarceration.  

 Perarivalan spent 29 of his 32 years in prison in solitary confinement until being 
granted bail by the Supreme Court in March 2022. He spent  16 years on execution 
row before the court remitted his sentence to life imprisonment in 2014. The court 
further noted that Perarivalan had filed his clemency plea under Article 161 with the 
Tamil Nadu Governor in 2015, and that the state cabinet had inst ructed the state’s 
chief executive to accept it in September 2018.  

 Rajiv Gandhi was slain in a suicide explosion at a rally in Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, 
on May 21, 1991. Perarivalan was arrested on June 11, 1991, while he was only 19 
years old. On January 28, 1998, 26 persons were sentenced to death, including 
Perarivalan and his co-accused Nalini. On May 11, 1999, the Supreme Court 
maintained the death sentences of Murugan, Santhan, Perarivalan, and Nalini.  
About Supreme Court of India 
Established         1 October 1937 
Jurisdiction         Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India  
Location               Delhi 
Authorized by   Article 124 of the Constitution of India  
Judge term length           Mandatory retirement at 65 years of age 
Number of positions      34(33+1; present strength) 

 
NIELIT Centre inaugurated at Leh by Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw  

 Union Cabinet Minister of Electronics & Information Technology, Communications 
and Railways, Ashwini Vaishnaw has inaugurated the National Institute of Electronics 
and Information Technology (NIELIT) Centre Leh, Extension Centre Kargil and IT 
Enabled Incubation Centre for Handicraft and Handloom Sector.  

 Union Minister, Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw, while inaugurating the  NIELIT Centres at Leh, 
Kargil and Incubation Centre at Leh, reiterated the commitment of the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister for the development of UT of Ladakh. He informed that after the abrogation 
of Article 370 and the formation of the new UT, the path of deve lopment in this area 
has opened manifolds. Any proposal related to IT Education, Training, and Incubation 
for the development of UT of Ladakh will be approved immediately by the Ministry 
of Electronics and Information Technology. He also complimented NIELI T for starting 
the Leh and Kargil Centres and setting up of IT Enabled Incubation Centre in record 
time which needs to be scaled up at a faster pace.  
About NIELIT: 
Headquarters: New Delhi  
Founded: 9 November 1994, New Delhi  
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Rajnath Singh launches India-made 'Surat' and 'Udaygiri' warships in Mumbai  
 Defence minister Rajnath Singh has launched two made -in-India warships INS ‘Surat’ 

and ‘Udaygiri’ at the Mazagon Docks in Mumbai. This is the first time that the two 
indigenously built warships have been launche d together, the Mazgaon Dock 
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL). Both warships have been designed in -house by the 
Directorate of Naval Design (DND) and built  at MDL, Mumbai.  

 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Surat is the fourth destroyer in Project 15B which is named 
after the second-largest commercial hub of western India. Built using block 
construction, the ship involves the hull construction in two different geographical 
locations, which was then assembled at Mazagon Docks Limited.  

 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Udaygiri, named after a mountain range in Andhra Pradesh, is 
the third ship of Project 17A Frigates. It is a follow to the P17 Frigates (Shivalik 
Class) with improved stealth features, advanced weapons and sensors and platform 
management systems. The new warship is the reinca rnation of the erstwhile 
‘Udaygiri’, the Leander class ASW frigate, which saw numerous challenging 
operations in its illustrious service to the country, spanning over three decades from 
February 1976 to August 2007.  

 
PM’s economic advisory panel proposes u rban job guarantee scheme 

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC -PM) has recommended 
that the government implement a guaranteed employment programme for the 
unemployed in cities and implement a universal basic income (UBI) scheme to 
eliminate income gaps. Citing the country’s uneven income distribution, the report 
also advocated raising the minimum wage and increasing government investment on 
the social sector to make vulnerable groups more resilient to shocks and prevent 
them from falling into poverty. 

 According to the report that is titled, “The State of Inequality in India”, given the 
disparity in labour force participation rates between rural and urban areas, the 
urban equivalent of demand-based and guaranteed employment programmes such  as 
MGNREGS should be implemented so that surplus labour can be rehabilitated.  

 It added that boosting the minimum wage and implementing universal basic income 
are two ideas that can help close the income gap and ensure that wages are 
distributed equally in the labour market.  

 The EAC-PM stated that charting the mobility into and out of poverty is the most 
significant part of quantifying poverty in a multi -dimensional environment.  

 
Centre announces formation of Cotton Council of India under Chairmanship of Su resh 
Bhai Kotak 

 The Union Government has announced the formation of the Cotton Council of India 
under the Chairmanship of renowned veteran cotton man Suresh Bhai Kotak . The 
Council will have representation from Textiles, Agriculture, Commerce, and Finance 
Ministries along with Cotton Corporation of India and Cotton Research Institute. Mr 
Goyal also appealed to the spinning and trading community to ensure a hassle -free 
supply of cotton and yarn first to the domestic industry.  
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 The government is committed to protecting the interests of cotton farmers, 
spinners, and weavers, the Minister assured to actively consider the demand of the 
spinning sector for exemption from import  duty on those import contracts in which 
bills of loading are issued up to September 30, 2022, to overcome the current cotton 
shortage and logistic issues. 

 The council will discuss, deliberate, and prepare a robust action plan for bringing out 
a tangible improvement in this field. The announcement came yesterday during a 
meeting with stakeholders from the cotton value chain, held under the Chairmanship 
of Union Textiles Minister Piyush Goyal.  

 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

WCR develops battery-operated dual-mode locomotive 'Navdoot'; Running at Jabalpur, 
Mudwara, and other stations on trial basis  

 West Central Railway has developed a battery -operated dual-mode locomotive 
named Navdoot. This engine runs on both modes i.e. battery and electricity. 
Currently, it is being used during the shunting of trains at Jabalpur, Mudwara, and 
other stations on a trial basis. This Dual Mode Locomotive has also received the Best 
Innovation Award from the Railway Board. Railways will save 1000 litres of diesel 
every day with this new locomotive. After clearing all the trials, it will be used more 
widely. 

 This engine runs on both modes i.e. battery and electricity.  
 This e-engine can pull 18 coaches at a speed of 30 kmph.  
 It has 84 batteries and has a capacity to pull 400 tonnes at pres ent. 
 This has been developed by the Electric Department of New Katni Junction.  
 After clearing all the trials, it will be used more widely in other stations for purposes 

like carrying goods, coal, oil tankers etc.  
 

 APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 
Ex-RBI Deputy Governor SS Mundra has been named Chairman of the BSE.  

 Leading stock exchange BSE Limited announced that it has approved the 
appointment of SS Mundra, Public Interest Director as the Chairman of the board of 
directors of the company. Mundra will replace J ustice Vikramajit Sen who is the 
current chairman. Mundra was appointed as Public Interest Director at BSE in 
January 2018. He retired as Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India on 30th 
July 2017.  

 Prior to that, the last position held by him was as Ch airman and Managing Director 
of Bank of Baroda from where he superannuated in July 2014. However, the 
appointment is subject to approval by market regulator SEBI. The experience gained 
in guiding these entities has bestowed him with wide leadership skills and keen 
insights in best practices in Corporate Governance.  

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World AIDS Vaccine Day 2022: 18 th May 
 World AIDS Vaccine Day is also known as HIV Vaccine Awareness Day (HVAD) is 

annually observed across the globe on the 18th of May to create awareness and 
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provide information about Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), a chronic, 
potentially life-threatening condition caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) and its immunisation.  

 The observance of this day is led by the National Institutes of Health(NIH) – National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), United States of America. The 
Red Ribbon is an internationally recognized symbol of AIDS awareness. It is worn in 
support of people living with HIV and in remembrance of those who have died.  

 World AIDS Vaccine Day was conceptualised by the speech of former United States 
President Bill Clinton on 18th May 1997, at the Morgan State University, Maryland, 
the United States of America(USA). The first -ever World AIDS Vaccine Day or HIV 
Vaccine Awareness Day was observed on 18th May 1998, as a commemoration of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s  1997 declaration. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Ruchi Soya buys Patanjali Ayurved's food retail business for ₹690 crore  
 Ruchi Soya, an edible oil company, has announced that it will buy Patanjali Ayurved’s 

food division for Rs 690 crore. Ruchi Soya’s transition t o the fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG) category is likely to be accelerated as a result of this. After regulatory 
permissions, the name of Ruchi Soya Industries Ltd would be changed to Patanjali 
Foods Ltd. Ghee, honey, spices, juices, and wheat are among the 21 products in the 
acquired food industry.  

 According to a company source, Ruchi Soya will pay Patanjali Ayurved an annual 
royalty estimated at 1% of the gross turnover of the items under the transfer 
agreement. 

 It’s a debt-free transaction, with Ruchi Soya paying for it with internal accruals.  
 With effect from, the board of Patanjali Ayurved has approved the transfer of food 

business to Ruchi Soya Industries.  
 Ruchi Soya is India’s largest producer of edible oil. Patanjali Ayurved purchased it in 

2019. According to a survey issued by Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, Ruchi Soya was 
rated 175 among the top 250 consumer products businesses in the Global Powers of 
the Consumer Products Industry 2012.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud elected president of Somali for second time 

 Somali legislators have elected former leader Hassan Sheikh Mohamud as the 
country’s next president, following a long -overdue election in the troubled Horn of 
Africa nation. Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, who served as Somalia’s president between 
2012 and 2017, won the contest in the capital, Mogadishu, amid a security lockdown 
imposed by authorities to prevent deadly rebel attacks. He defeated Mohamed 
Abdullahi Mohamed (also known as Farmajo).  

 The presidential elections committee said in a statement that Mohamud collected 
214 votes against 110 casts in favour of incumbent president Mohamed Abdullahi 
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Mohamed Farmaajo in a final third round. The 66-year-old Mohamud is the leader of 
the Union for Peace and Development Party, which commands a majority of seats in 
both legislative chambers. 
About Federal Republic of Somalia: 
Capital: Mogadishu 
Currency: Somali Shilling (SOS)  
Prime Minister: Mohammed Hussein Roble  

 
Sky Bridge 721: World’s longest suspension bridge, been opened in Czech Republic 

 The world’s largest suspension bridge has opened to travellers in the Czech Republic. 
The bridge, which had been under construction for nearly two years, was officially 
opened. Sky Bridge 721 is the name given to it. The promenade promises both 
beautiful views of the cloud-shrouded Jesenky mountains and an exhilarating, but 
slightly dangerous experience. 

 The cable car can take you to the bridge, which crosses two mountain ranges and 
hovers 95 metres (312 feet) above a valley. It measures 721 metres (2,365 feet) in 
length. Tourists will enter at a height of 1,125 metres and depart at a height of 10 
metres. 

 Visitors visiting the bridge will have to walk one way only. They will step onto a 
paved pathway in a woodland after exiting the other side, where they will learn 
about Czech history. 

 The 1.2-metre-wide bridge, according to the holiday resort where this bridge is 
located, is open to children of all ages and heights, but is not ideal for individuals 
using pushchairs or wheelchairs.  

 The suspension bridge cost 200 million crowns, or $8.4 million, according to local 
media sources. 

 The Czech Republic Sky Bridge is 154 metres longer than Nepal’s Baglung Parbat 
Footbridge, which is the world’s longest suspension footbridge.  

 Prague, the Czech capital, is about a 2.5-hour journey from Sky Bridge 721.  
Czech Republic: 
Capital: Prague 
Currency: Czech koruna 
President: Miloš Zeman  

 
British climber Kenton Cool creates a record as he summits Everest for the 16th time  

 A British climber Kenton Cool has  scaled the world’s highest mountain for the 16th 
time becoming the first foreign climber to make the most Mt Everest summits. 
Kenton also holds a record of the first British mountaineer who climbed Mt Nuptse, 
Mt Everest and Mt Lhotse in a season in 2013. Last year, Kenton had made it to the 
top of Mt Lhotse in less than 29 hours after scaling the world’s highest peak. 
Previously, American climber Dave Hahn has climbed Mt Everest 15 times.  

 According to Iswari Poudel, Managing Director at Himalayan Guides Ne pal Pvt Ltd, 
Kenton Cool from Gloucestershire, South West England, also broke his own British 
record for the most summits of the world’s highest peak.  
About United Kingdom: 
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Capital: London 
Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
 NATIONAL 

Rajasthan’s Ramgarh Vishdhari Sanctuary notified as tiger reserve  
 Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav has 

announced that Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan has been notified as 
Rajasthan’s 4th and the 52nd tiger reserve of India. It will help to conserve 
biodiversity and bring ecotourism and development to the area. The National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) had given in -principle approval to make Ramgarh 
Vishdhari Wildlife Sanctuary and adjoining areas as ti ger reserves on July 5 last year.  

 Wild animals like Indian wolf, leopard, striped hyena, sloth bear, golden jackal, 
chinkara, nilgai and fox can be seen in the Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve. 
According to the “Status of Tigers in India” report released in  2019, there are 2,967 
tigers in 20 states across the country.  
About Ramgarh Vishdhari 
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve (RTR) in Sawai Madhopur  
Sariska Tiger Reserve (STR) in Alwar  
Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR) in Kota  

 
 SPORTS 

Uber Cup 2022: China denied 16th crown as Korea win thrilling final to clinch gold  
 After a thrilling final at the Impact Arena in Bangkok, Thailand, Korea stunned 

defending champions China to capture their second Uber Cup title. Korea fought 
back from behind twice to deny China a record-extending 16th title in the famous 
team tournament in a tie that lasted close to 90 minutes apiece.  

 In the deciding singles match, Korea’s 46th -ranked Sim Yu-j in faced China’s 15th-
ranked Wang Zhiyi, with the final knotted at 2-2. Sim, who turned 23, beat Wang 28-
26, 18-21, 21-8 in an hour and 28-minute match. 

 After a surprising run in Bangkok, Korea won the Uber Cup for the first time in 12 
years. The Asian giants beat India 5-0 to win their group, then defeated Denmark and 
Japan 3-0 in the quarter-finals and semi-finals, respectively. 

 World No. 3 In the first game, Chen was defeated by fourth -ranked An by 21-17. The 
Korean had a five-point lead early in the second game, but Chen came back to win 
that game 21-15 and the decider 22-20, despite an ankle injury concern.  

 In the second doubles match of the final, Korea’s Km Hye Jeong and Kong Heeyong 
defeated Ping Huang and Li Wen Mei in straight games, forcing the final to a decider.  
About South Korea: 
Capital: Seoul 
President: Yoon Seok-youl 
Currency: South Korean won 
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 APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 
Larsen & Toubro re-appoints SN Subrahmanyan as MD & CEO 

 N. Subrahmanyan, the current deputy managing director and president of Larsen and 
Toubro Ltd (L&T), has been named managing director  and chief executive officer, 
marking the first change of guard at the top of India’s largest engineering and 
construction corporation in 18 years. S.N. Subramanyam will replace A.M. Naik as 
the CEO of the company.  

 L&T said that A.M. Naik, the company’s long-serving chairman, has been named non-
executive chairman for three years to ensure a smooth transition of leadership and 
to provide direction and mentorship to management.  

 The present term of Naik as group executive chairman expires on September 30. He 
had been given a five-year extension till the company’s annual general meeting in 
2017, which he had received in 2012.  

 During Naik’s 18-year tenure, the $16 billion-in-revenue L&T has gone global, waged 
bitter battles with competitors, avoided a hostile acq uisition, and diversified into 
various new sectors, including defence equipment manufacturing.  

 Subrahmanyan also takes over at a difficult time: private investment demand in India 
hasn’t taken off, West Asia is slowing due to low oil prices, and the compan y has a 
high working capital and low return on equity.  
About Larsen & Toubro 
CEO: S N Subrahmanyan (Jul 2017)  
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 7 February 1946, Mumbai  
Founders: Henning Holck-Larsen, Søren Kristian Toubro 

 
Former Indian Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora has been named Chairman of 
Gram Unnati 

 Sunil Arora, the former chief election commissioner, has been named as the new 
non-executive chairman of Gram Unnati’s board. Arora is a retired civil servant (IAS ) 
with over 36 years of experience. He has worked as the secretary of two important 
ministries, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship.  

 Gram Unnati is a social venture that helps farmers incr ease their net income by 
increasing price realisation, enhancing agricultural productivity, and lowering 
cultivation costs. Gram Unnati provides agro-processors, banks, agro-input 
manufacturers, research institutes, and others with the physical and technol ogical 
infrastructure they need to reach and service farmers. Gram Unnati offers marginal 
farmers consulting services, low-cost high-quality inputs, and market connections, as 
well as tailored production, logistics, and end-to-end quality control of agricultural 
products to institutional purchasers.  

 Sunil Arora, the 23rd Chief Election Commissioner of India, was born on April 13, 
1956. He also serves as the president of the Association of World Election Bodies (A -
WEB). He is a retired Rajasthan cadre Indian  Administrative Service (IAS) officer from 
the 1980 batch. He also worked for the Indian government as a secretary in two 
ministries. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

About Election Commission of India 
Formed: 25 January 1950 
Headquarters: New Delhi  
First executive: Sukumar Sen 
Preceding executive: Sunil Arora  
Current executive: Sushil Chandra 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Museum Day 2022: 18 th May 
 International Museum Day (IMD) is celebrated every year on 18 May. This day is 

observed to highlight the importance of museums in any culture. Museums are an 
important means of cultural exchange, enrichment of cultures and development of 
mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among peoples.  

 International Museum Day is celebrated with the aim of educating the public about 
museums and the challenges they face. Every year the International Council of 
Museums (ICOM) comes up with a specific Theme and all activities revolve around 
the particular topic. A museum is a place that displays collections of documents and 
historical artefacts of all different kinds from cultures, societies, and nature around 
the world. 

 This year, the theme for International Museum Day is ‘The Power of Museums’. As 
per ICOM’s website, the theme focuses on exploring the power of museums to 
achieve sustainability, to innovate  on digitalisation and accessibility, and the power 
of community building through education.  

 
World Hypertension Day 2022: 17 th May 2022 

 World Hypertension Day is observed every year on 17th May, to raise awareness and 
encourage hypertension prevention, detection, and treatment. The major risk factor 
for cardiovascular disease is high blood pressure and hypertension is known as the 
“Silent Killer”. The force produced by flowing blood on the walls of the body’s 
arteries, or main blood vessels, is known as blood pressure. When blood pressure is 
excessively high, it is called hypertension. Blood pressure is measured as a two -digit 
figure. When the heart contracts or beats, the first number (systolic) shows the 
pressure in blood vessels. The second number (dia stolic) indicates the pressure in 
the arteries while the heart is at rest between beats.  

 If the systolic blood pressure measurements on two distinct days are both 140 mmHg 
and/or the diastolic blood pressure readings on both days are 90 mmHg, 
hypertension is diagnosed. 

 Hypertension (high blood pressure) affects over one billion individuals globally and is 
a leading cause of cardiovascular disease and early mortality.  

 Hypertension is disproportionately prevalent in low - and middle-income nations, 
accounting for two-thirds of all occurrences, owing to rising risk factors in those 
populations in recent decades.  

 Furthermore, almost half of persons with hypertension are ignorant of their disease, 
placing them at risk of medical problems and mortality that may be avoided. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Tepid listing of LIC shares leaves investors poorer by over Rs 50,000 crore  
 Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) shares made a lacklustre start on the stock 

exchanges, trading at a discount to the initial public offering price. The shares of the 
insurance behemoth began trading on the BSE and NSE at Rs 872 per share, down 
8.11 percent from the IPO price of Rs 949 per share. The stocks fell despite the fact 
that the Sensex and Nifty were in the green. The Rs 21,000 -crore public issuance by 
LIC is the largest Dalal Street has ever seen. Earlier this month, the issue had a 
robust response from all investor groups over a large six -day subscription window, 
rather than the regular three-day window.  

 LIC had a market capitalisation of Rs 5.5 lakh crore when it went public.  
 The LIC IPO took place amid a difficult time for Dalal Street and at a lower valuation 

than had been recommended previously.  
 The government of India has sold just 3.5 percent of its interest to the public 

through the issuance, down from the previously discussed 5 percent.  
About LIC: 
Chairperson: M R Kumar 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founder: Government of India 
Founded: 1 September 1956 
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NATIONAL 
Telangana: Home Minister Amit Shah Inaugurates National Cyber Forensic Lab at 
Hyderabad's CFSL 

 Home Minister Amit Shah launched the National Cyber Forensic Laboratory’ (NCFL) 
on the premises of the Central Forensic Science Laboratory (CFSL) in Hyderabad. The 
NCFL plans to expedite the resolution of cybercrime cases in the country. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) approved the establishment of the NCFL for 
evidentiary purposes in the CFSL, Hyderabad, in December 2021.  

 In a written response, Ajay Kumar Mishra stated that the ministry has app roved the 
establishment of an NCFL for evidential reasons at the CFSL in Hyderabad. The unit’s 
ability to solve cybercrime cases in a comprehensive and coordinated manner will be 
enhanced further.  

 According to current information, 28 states and union terri tories have established 
cyber forensic cum training laboratories.  

 On the final day of the month- long ‘Praja Sangrama Yatra’ Phase -2, which started 
last month on the anniversary of Babasaheb Ambedkar Jayanthi, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will attend a public assembly in Telangana.  

 In the first phase, the party campaigned in Hyderabad, Rangareddy, Vikarabad, 
Sangareddy, Medak, Kamareddy, Sircilla, and Siddipet, covering 19 assembly 
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constituencies in eight districts. The BJP has been projecting its power in Telangana 
through the yatra. 
About Telangana: 
Capital: Hyderabad 
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan  
Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 

 
NITI Aayog Launches the National Data & Analytics Platform  

 The National Data & Analytics Platform (NDAP) was launched b y NITI Aayog for free 
public use. By making data accessible, interoperable, interactive, and available on a 
user-friendly platform, the platform intends to democratise access to public 
government data. It houses basic datasets from a variety of government 
departments, organises them, and provides analytics and visualisation capabilities. 
This public debut comes after the platform’s beta release in August 2021, which gave 
a small number of users access for testing and feedback.  

 To ensure that the datasets hosted on the platform are adapted to the needs of data 
users from government, academia, journalism, civil society, and the corporate 
sector, NDAP uses a use-case methodology. All datasets are standardised to the 
same schema, making it simple to combine them and do cross-sectoral analysis. 
About NITI Aayog: 
Formed: 1 January 2015 
Headquarters: New Delhi  
Chairperson: Narendra Modi  
Founder: National Democratic Alliance  

  
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

Power Ministry additional secy Vivek Kumar Dewangan  appointed CMD of REC  
 Vivek Kumar Dewangen, a Manipur cadre 1993 batch IAS officer, has been appointed 

Chairman and Managing Director of REC Ltd., Ministry of Power. In a top -level 
bureaucratic upheaval, the Centre has nominated senior IAS officer Nidhi Ch ibber as 
the chairperson of the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE).  

 Vivek Kumar Dewangen is now the Ministry of Power’s Additional Secretary. Nidhi 
Chibber is the Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Heavy Industries. She is a 1994 
batch Indian Administrative Service officer from the Chhattisgarh cadre. She has 
been appointed as the chairwoman of the CBSE with the status and pay of Additional 
Secretary to the Indian government.  
About REC Ltd:  
Founded: 25 July 1969 
Headquarters: National Capital Region 
Owner: Power Finance Corp  

 
RBI appoints Sitikantha Pattanaik and Rajiv Ranjan as executive directors  

 Rajiv Ranjan and Sitikantha Pattanaik have been named executive directors by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Rajiv Ranjan was Adviser-in-Charge of the Monetary 
Policy Department and Secretary to the Monetary Policy Committee before being 
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appointed to executive director. Pattanaik was an adviser at the Department of 
Economic and Policy Research before being appointed to ED.  

 Rajiv Ranjan will oversee the Monetary Policy Department as Executive Director, 
while Pattanaik will oversee the Department of Economic and Policy Research 
(DEPR). 

 Rajiv Ranjan has over three decades of experience in macroeconomic policy and 
research, covering monetary and fiscal policy, real and external sector economics, 
and international relations. He’s worked in the Monetary Policy Department, the 
Department of Economic Policy and Research, the Department of External 
Investments and Operations, and the International Department at the RBI. For three 
years, he worked as an Economic Policy Expert at the Central Bank of Oman.  

 Sitikantha Pattanaik has worked in the RBI’s Monetary Policy Department and 
Department of Economic Policy and Research for the past thr ee decades in the areas 
of economic research and monetary policy. He spent roughly five years on 
deputation from the RBI at the Central Bank of Oman.  
About RBI: 
Headquarters: Mumbai, India  
Founder: British Raj  
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2022: 17 th  May 
 The World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) is observed each 

year to increase awareness of the benefits and opportunities that the Internet and 
other information and communication technologies (ICT) provide to nations, 
societies, and economies. It also hopes to raise awareness about how to close the 
digital divide. 

 Digital technologies for older persons and healthy ageing is the theme for Worl d 
Telecommunication and Information Society Day this year.  

 On a physical, emotional, and economical level, the topic emphasises the need of 
employing telecommunications and information communication technologies (ICTs) 
for the elderly to be healthy, connected, and independent.  

 Global population ageing will be a distinguishing demographic trend of the twenty -
first century. 

 However, cultures are still unable to recognise the benefits that this trend can bring.  
 
National Dengue Day 2022:16 th  May 

 National Dengue Day is observed on the 16th of May every year in India. National 
Dengue day was an initiative of the Ministry of health and family welfare to make 
people aware of dengue and its prevention measures. It also has the people to know 
how to prepare and control dengue before the transmission season begins.  

 Aedes Aegypti, is the main cause of the spread of dengue. It is a female mosquito 
that bites and transmits dengue to human beings.  
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 Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease that is caused by the dengue virus o f 4 distinct 
stereotypes, namely, DEN-1, DEN-2, DEN-3, and DEN-4. 

 Symptoms of dengue are severe muscle pain nausea and it may also lead to death if 
not cured properly.  

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Kenyan woman Anna Qabale Duba named World's best nurse  
 Anna Qabale Duba, a Kenyan nurse stationed at the Marsabit County Referral 

Hospital, won the inaugural Aster Guardian Global Nursing Award for endorsing 
education and campaigning against outdated cultural practices like Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM) in her community. Duba, who took home USD 250,000 (approx. 
Ksh.29 million) in prize money, was feted by Emirates CEO Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum at an award ceremony held in Dubai, which commemorated the 
International Nurses Day. 

 While receiving the award, Duba, the only female graduate in her village, revealed 
that she, through her Qabale Duba Foundation, had built a school in Marsabit which 
offers classes to young pupils and adults looking to get a decent education during 
the day and evening respectively.  
About Kenya: 
Capital: Nairobi  
Currency: Shilling  
President: Uhuru Kenyatta 

 
 RANKING 

Reliance is now top-ranked Indian firm on Forbes Global 2000 list  
 Forbes’ Global 2000 list of public companies worldwide 2022 announced. Forbes 

Global 2000 ranks the largest companies in the world using four metrics: sales, 
profits, assets and market value. Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Industries Ltd 
climbed two spots to No. 53 on Forbes’ Global 2000 list of public companies 
worldwide 2022. Reliance is the top-ranked Indian firm on the list, followed by State 
Bank of India at No. 105, HDFC Bank at No. 153 and ICICI Bank at No. 204.  

 Berkshire Hathaway took the No. 1 spot for the first time since Forbes started 
publishing the Global 2000 in 2003, dethroning the Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China, which dropped to No. 2 after nine consecutive years at the top of the list. 
Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Saudi Aramco) took the 3 Spot.  

 Other top 10 Indian firms on the list include state -owned Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation (ONGC) at 228 ranks, Housing Development Finance Corporation Ltd 
(HDFC) at No. 268, Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) at No. 357, Tata Consultancy Service s 
Ltd (TCS) at No. 384, Tata Steel at No. 407 and Axis Bank at No. 431.  
About Reliance Industries Limited: 
CEO: Mukesh Ambani (31 Jul 2002)  
Founder: Dhirubhai Ambani  
Founded: 8 May 1973, Maharashtra  
Headquarters: Mumbai 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Swiggy buys Dineout from Times Internet in $120 million all -stock deal 

 Food-delivery app available online Swiggy has agreed to buy restaurant technology 
and dining out platform Dineout from Times Internet in a formal deal. Swiggy said in 
a statement that Dineout will continue to operate as an independent app following 
the acquisition. 

 The mostly all-stock transaction is likely to close in the next month for roughly $120 
million, or about Rs 930 crore. The acquisition would allow Swiggy to investigate 
synergies and create new experiences in a high-use area, according to Sriharsha 
Majety, Swiggy’s cofounder and CEO. Swiggy is expected to expand Dineout’s 
products, such as table bookings and events, while Dineout’s restaurant partners will 
have access to Swiggy’s enormous consumer base, expanding their reach.  

 Dineout, founded in 2012 by Mehrotra, Nikhil Bakshi, Sahil Jain, and Vivek Kapoor, 
allows clients to find restaurants in their neighbourhood and make reservations at 
any of its 50,000 restaurants in 20 cities. It also of fers contactless eating solutions to 
restaurants, as well as discounts and privileges to customers at certain restaurants 
via Dineout Passport and Dineout Pay. Times Internet, the digital media branch of 
Bennett, Coleman and Company Ltd (Times Group), whic h publishes ET, bought 
Dineout in 2014. According to the statistics stated above, Dineout has close to 5 
million consumers, whereas Swiggy has over 50 million active annual transacting 
users. 
About Swiggy: 
CEO: Sriharsha Majety 
Headquarters    Bangalore, Karnataka, India 
Founder(s)         Sriharsha Majety, Nandan Reddy & Rahul Jaimini  
Founded              July 2014 
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Department of Telecommunication Launches “GatiShakti  Sanchar” Portal for Centralised 
Right of Way approvals 

 The Department of Telecommunications has launched the GatiShakti Sanchar portal, 
which would streamline the application and approval procedure for right of way 
(RoW) across the country. According to Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, the 
platform would help achieve the goal of Ease of doing business for telecoms 
infrastructure projects, which is in line with the vision of the Hon’ble Prime Minister.  

 The prompt disposal of RoW apps by various service an d infrastructure providers 
would allow for faster infrastructure building, which will aid in the timely 
deployment of 5G networks, he added. The minister praised the states’ and UTs’ 
contributions and collaboration with the central government in bringing t he 
GatiShakti Sanchar portal online.  
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

ISRO successfully tests large human-rated solid rocket booster for Gaganyaan mission 
 At Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh, the Indian 

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully completed the static test of a 
human-rated solid rocket booster (HS200) for the Gaganyaan programme.  

 According to the Bengaluru-based space agency, the HS200 is the human-rated 
version of the S200 rocket booster of the satellite launch vehi cle GSLV Mk III, also 
known as LVM3. 

 The successful completion of this test is a crucial milestone for ISRO’s famous 
Gaganyaan human space flight programme, as the first stage of the launch vehicle is 
tested for its full duration performance.  

 ISRO Chairman and Secretary of the Department of Space, S Somanath, and Director 
of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), S Unnikrishnan Nair, as well as other 
ISRO scientists, were present at the ceremony.  

 The HS200 booster was designed and developed by VSSC in Thi ruvananthapuram, 
while the propellant casting was completed at SDSC in Sriharikota.  

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Manik Saha takes oath as 11th chief minister of Tripura, replaces Biplab Deb  
 Rajya Sabha MP and BJP state president Manik Saha is all set to tak e over as the new 

Chief Minister of Tripura. Manik Saha, the BJP State unit president and lone Rajya 
Sabha MP from Tripura, was elected as legislature party leader at a meeting held at 
the Chief Minister’s official residence. The decision was taken at a le gislature party 
meeting following the resignation of CM Biplab Kumar Deb.  

 Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb has stepped down from his position after 
meeting Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president J.P. Nadda  and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah during a two-day trip to New Delhi. Mr. Deb made the announcement 
after submitting his resignation to Governor S.N. Arya at the Raj Bhavan in Agartala. 
The State is slated to go to Assembly elections in 2023.  
About Tripura 
Capital: Agartala; 
Chief Minister: Biplab Kumar Deb;  
Governor: Satyadeo Narain Arya.  
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
Vesak Day or Buddha Purnima 2022: 16 th May 2022 

 This year Vesak Day or Buddha Purnima has celebrated on 16 May 2022. “Vesak ”, the 
Day of the Full Moon in the month of May, is the most sacred day to millions of 
Buddhists around the world. It was on the Day of Vesak two and a half millennia ago, 
in the year 623 B.C., that the Gautama Buddha was born. It was also on the Day of 
Vesak that the Buddha attained enlightenment, and it was on the Day of Vesak that 
the Buddha in his eightieth year passed away.  

 The birth of Gautama Buddha is commemorated by Buddhists and Hindus all over the 
world as the major festival of Buddha Purnima in countries like India, Nepal, Bhutan, 
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Burma, Thailand, Tibet, China, Korea, Laos, Vietnam, Mongolia, Cambodia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and Sri Lanka (where it is called Vesak) but every country 
celebrates it differently.  

 The teachings of the Buddha, and his message of compassion and peace and goodwill 
have moved millions. Millions around the world follow the teachings of the Buddha 
and on the Day of Vesak commemorate the birth, the attainment of enlightenment 
and the passing away of the Buddha.  

 Peace, understanding and a vision of humanity that supersedes national and other 
international differences are essential if we are to cope with the complexities of the 
nuclear age. 

 
International Day of Light 2022: 16 th May 

 The International Day of Light is celebrated on 16 May each year, the anniversary of 
the first successful operation of the laser in 1960 by physicist and engineer, 
Theodore Maiman. This day is a call to strengthen scientific cooperation and harness 
its potential to foster peace and sustainable developme nt. The laser is a perfect 
example of how a scientific discovery can yield revolutionary benefits to society in 
communications, healthcare and many other fields.  

 The International Day of Light celebrates the role light plays in science, culture and 
art, education, and sustainable development, and in fields as diverse as medicine, 
communications, and energy. The celebration will allow many different sectors of 
society worldwide to participate in activities that demonstrate how science, 
technology, art and culture can help achieve the goals of UNESCO – building the 
foundation for peaceful societies.  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Prime Minister attends second Global COVID -19 Summit to contribute to a global solution  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for a reform of the UN health authority and a 

review of its vaccine approval processes a week after the government challenged the 
WHO’s numbers for mortality during the Covid outbreak.  

 Modi also called for the World Trade Organization to be more fl exible on the issue of 
patent waivers, where a joint India-South Africa proposal made in 2020 has yet to be 
adopted, speaking at the second global Covid summit, which was virtually addressed 
by US President Joseph Biden and a number of other leaders includ ing from the 
African Union, European Union, Canada, Germany, South Africa, Japan, and South 
Korea. 

 Taiwan was invited to the meeting by the US and other hosts, but China and Russia 
declined. 

 In the years 2020 and 2021, the WHO predicted 4.7 million fatalit ies in India, directly 
or indirectly due to Covid-19, over 10 times what the government estimates, making 
India’s death toll the largest in the world.  
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Shri Bhupender Yadav leads Indian delegation to the 15th session of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP15) 

 The Indian team, led by Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Shri Bhupender Yadav, arrived in Abidjan, Cote D Ivoire, for the UN Convention on 
Combating Desertification’s 15th Conference of Parties (UNCCD COP15). The 
fourteenth session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification was held in New Delhi, and India is the current president of 
the organisation. 

 Despite the covid outbreak, India made major contributions to bringing nations 
together to achieve the global aim of preventing and reversing land degradation 
during its presidency.  

 During India’s presidency, G -20 leaders, recognising the importance of countering 
land degradation and developing new carbon sinks, set an aspirational goal o f 
planting 1 trillion trees collectively by 2030, urging other countries to join forces 
with the G20 to achieve this global goal.  

 The fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) of the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNC CD), which will take place in Abidjan, 
Côte d’Ivoire, will bring together leaders from governments, the private sector, civil 
society, and other key stakeholders from around the world to drive progress in 
future sustainable land management and to explore l inks between land and other 
key sustainability issues. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Reserve Bank of India Imposes Monetary Penalty   of Rs. 59 Lakh on KEB Hana Bank 
 Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs  59 lakh on the Korean bank, KEB 

Hana Bank for non-compliance with the certain norms related to ‘interest rate on 
deposits. The Korean bank has been penalised for non -compliance with the 
directions issued by RBI on ”Reserve Bank of India (Interest Rate on Deposits) 
Directions, 2016”.  

 The statutory inspection for supervisory evaluation of KEB Hana Bank was conducted 
by RBI with reference to its financial position as on March 31, 2020. RBI, however, 
said the penalty is based on the deficiencies in regulatory compliance and is not 
intended to pronounce upon the validity of any transaction or agreement entered 
into by the bank with its customers.  

 

Current Affairs PDF- MAY 15, 2022 
 

NATIONAL 
India contributes USD 800K to expand use of Hindi at UN 

 The government of India has contributed USD 800,000 to the United Nations(UN) as 
part of the initiative which aims to enhance public outreach of the organisation in 
Hindi. R Ravindra, India’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations, 
handed over a cheque for the ‘Hindi @ UN’ project to Mita Hosali, Deputy Director 
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and Officer-In-Charge (News and Media Division), UN Department of Global 
Communications (DGC). 

 The project was launched by India in 2018 in collaboration with the UN Department 
of Public Information to disseminate information about the UN to the Hindi -speaking 
population across the world. Since 2018, India has been partnering with the UN DGC 
by providing an extra-budgetary contribution to mainstream news and multimedia 
content of DGC in Hindi. 

 
E-Adhigam scheme launched; 3 lakh students get FREE Tablets in Haryana  

 The Haryana State Government launches the ‘e -Adhigam’ scheme under which nearly 
3 lakh students will be receiving tablet computers to aid their online education. The 
state government has planned to provide the gadget to five lakh students. Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the Advance Digital Haryana Initiative of 
Government with Adaptive Modules (Adigham) scheme at Maharishi Dayanand 
University in Rohtak, Haryana.  

 As per reports, the Class 11 students of Haryana government schools will get the 
tablets after they clear the Class 10 board exams and qualify for the succeeding year. 
These devices come with pre-loaded content along with personalised and adaptive 
learning software, and 2GB of free data. The tablet is the new classroom and 
“through e-books, it has become a full-fledged classroom. 

 
 SPORTS 

India wins first Thomas Cup title, beats Indonesia 3 -0 
 India’s men’s badminton team wins the Thomas Cup title for the first time ever with 

a stunning 3-0 win over powerhouse Indonesia in the final. India took on 14 -time 
winners Indonesia in the final of the Thomas Cup in Bangkok, Thailand and lifted the 
title defeating the defending champions by 3-0. India dished out a performance for 
the ages with World Championships medallist Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth and the 
world number 8 doubles duo of Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy producing 
memorable performances. 

 India was off to a perfect start as Lakshya Sen defeated Anthony Ginting by 8 -21, 21-
17, 21-16 in a thrilling tie.  

 India’s doubles pair Satwik and Chirag defeated Ahsan -Sukamuljo 18-21, 23-21, 21-
19, the most sensational victory of their career, t o give India a 2-0 lead. 

 In the third game, Kidambi Srikanth defeated Jonatan Christie 21 -15, 23-21 to make 
it 3-0. They have done it without losing a match in the final.  

 
 OBITURY 

Former Australia Cricket All-rounder Andrew Symonds Dies In  a Car Accident at the age of 
46 

 Former Australian all-rounder Andrew Symonds has been killed in a car crash. The 
46-year-old, who played 26 Tests and 198 one-day internationals for Australia from 
1998 to 2009, was involved in a single-car accident outside Townsville in Queensland 
state. Symonds was also a top-rate fielder and was a key part of Australia’s back -to-
back 50-over World Cups triumphs in 2003 and 2007.  
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 Domestically, he played for Queensland for 17 seasons, while appearing for 
Gloucestershire, Kent, Lancashire and Surrey in the English County Championship 
and for Deccan Chargers and Mumbai Indians in the Indian Premier League.  

 Symonds, who was born in England with one parent of Afro -Caribbean descent, will 
also be remembered for the infamous “monk eygate” scandal that sent him into a 
downward spiral. He accused India spinner Harbhajan Singh of calling him a 
“monkey” in Sydney’s 2008 New Year Test.  

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed elected as the president of UAE  
 The Supreme Council of the Union elected Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

Ruler of Abu Dhabi, as President of the UAE. The Council held a meeting at the 
Mushrif Palace in Abu Dhabi, headed by Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. He has replaced 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who died at the age of 73.  

 Sheikh Mohamed began wielding power in a period when his half -brother Sheikh 
Khalifa suffered bouts of illness, including a stroke in 2014. Under his l ow-key 
direction, the UAE has put a man in space, sent a probe to Mars, and opened its first 
nuclear reactor.  
About UAE 
Capital: Abu Dhabi  
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham  
Prime minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

 
Nidhi Chibber appointed CBSE chief, Vivek Kumar Dewangen to be CMD of REC Ltd  

 Senior IAS officer, Nidhi Chibber has been appointed as the chairperson of the 
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) in a top -level bureaucratic reshuffle 
effected by the Centre. Chibber, a 1994 batch Indian Administrative Service officer 
of Chhattisgarh cadre, is currently Additional Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries. 
She has been appointed as chairperson of the CBSE in the rank and pay of Additional 
Secretary to the government of  India, an order issued by the Personnel Ministry.  

 The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) is a national level board of 
education in India for public and private schools, controlled and managed by the 
Government of India. Established in 1929 by a resolution of the government, the 
Board was indeed a bold experiment toward inter -state integration and cooperation 
in the sphere of secondary education. There are approximately 26,054 schools in 
India and 240 schools in 28 foreign countries affiliated to t he CBSE. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Living Together in Peace 2022: 16 th May 
 The International Day of Living Together in Peace is held on 16th May every year. 

The day is celebrated on the 16th of May throughout the world and with its annual 
observance, it aims to urge people to live together in a united and peaceful way. 
Individuals can attain this by listening to each other and respecting one another 
despite their differences.  
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 Living together in peace is all about accepting differences and h aving the ability to 
listen to, recognize, respect and appreciate others, as well as living in a peaceful and 
united way. 

 The day first came into being after the United Nations General Assembly adopted a 
resolution to declare 16 May as the International Da y of Living Together in Peace on 
8 December 2017.  

 
International Day of Families 2022: 15 th May 

 The International Day of Families is observed every year on 15 May to reflect the 
importance that the international community attaches to families. The signific ance 
of families is highlighted on this day. The United Nations works on topics that are 
critical to the well-being of families worldwide, such as health, education, children’s 
rights, gender equality, work-family balance, and social inclusion, among others. 

 The theme for this year ‘Families and Urbanization’ aims to raise awareness about 
the necessity of family-friendly urban policy. One of the most important emerging 
trends impacting our planet and the lives and well -being of families throughout the 
world is urbanization.  

 Sustainable Urbanization is related to achieving several Sustainable Development 
Goals and targets such as poverty eradication, good health, and well -being. Making 
cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable, and reducing 
inequality within and among countries.  
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