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NATIONAL 
Chhattisgarh becomes first state to restore old pension scheme 

 In his Budget statement, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel announced the 
government’s plan to revert to the old pension scheme (OPS) for state employees and quadruple 
the monthly MLA local area development money. He carried the Budget papers in a cow dung 
powder briefcase. 

 Over three lakh individuals who started work after January 1, 2004 will profit from the change. It 
will not, however, apply to members of the All India Services, such as the Indian Administrative 
Service and the Indian Police Service. 

 The fundamental distinction between the two pension systems is that, while an employee must 
make a voluntary contribution to their pension by deducting 10% of their basic income and 
dearness allowance, there is no such deduction under OPS. 

 The Chief Minister proposes in this Budget to restore the former pension programme for 
government employees. 

 The Chhattisgarh Rojgaar Mission will be given a sum of 2 crore to work on the prospects of 
creating new jobs through coordinating skill development programmes. 
About Chhattisgarh  
Capital: Raipur  
Governor: Anusuiya Uikey 
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel 

  
PM Modi Launches New Startup Policy of Madhya Pradesh Government 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the Madhya Pradesh Startup Policy and spoke to the 
startup community via video conferencing at the Madhya Pradesh Startup Conclave in Indore. 
The Prime Minister also unveiled the Madhya Pradesh Startup Portal, which would ease and 
promote the startup environment in the state. 

 The event will be attended by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, as well as key officials and 
entrepreneurs. According to the official, Madhya Pradesh has 1,937 start-ups recognised by the 
Union government, with women running 45 percent of them. 

 Various pillars of the startup ecosystem will be represented at the Madhya Pradesh Startup 
Conclave, including government and private sector policymakers, innovators, entrepreneurs, 
academicians, investors, mentors, and other stakeholders. 
About Madhya Pradesh  
Capital City: Bhopal 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
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SPORTS 
ISSF Junior World Cup: Esha Singh, Saurabh Chaudhary Win Mixed Team Pistol Gold 

 Indian pistol pairs Esha Singh and Saurabh Chaudhary clinched the mixed team pistol gold at the 
International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior World Cup in Suhl, Germany. Esha and 
Saurabh came through after topping a 38-field qualification round of 60 shots with scores of 578 
and 575 respectively. 

 The team of Palak and Sarabjot Singh has settled for the silver medal in the same event. Ramita 
and Paarth Makhija also won silver in the 10m air rifle mixed team competition. In all, India has 
so far won 10 medals, including four gold. 
About ISSF: 
Founded: 1907 
Headquarters: Munich, Germany 
President: Vladimir Lisin 

 
Inter Milan clinch Italian Cup with 4-2 victory over Juventus in final 

 Inter Milan defeated Juventus 4-2 after extra time in the Italian Cup final. Ivan Perisic scored 
twice in extra time after Hakan Çalhanoglu had converted a controversial late penalty. Nicolò 
Barella scored the other goal for Inter. The Italian Cup final soccer match between Juventus and 
Inter Milan was held at the Stadio Olimpico in Rome, Italy. 

 Hakan Calhanoglu stepped up from the penalty spot with 80 minutes on the clock to force extra 
time before another spot-kick was converted by Ivan Perisic to put the Nerazzurri within 
touching distance of the trophy. 
About Italian Cup 
Current champion: Inter Milan 
Founded: 1922; (100 years ago) 
Most successful club(s): Juventus (14 titles) 

 
OBITURY 

UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan dies aged 73  

 UAE President and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan passed away. He 
served as the President of the UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi since November 3, 2004. The Ministry 
of Presidential Affairs condoles the people of the UAE, the Arab and Islamic nation and the world 
over the demise of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the president of the UAE. 

 Born in 1948, Sheikh Khalifa was the second President of the UAE and the 16th Ruler of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. He was the eldest son of Sheikh Zayed. 

 He was elected to succeed his father, late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who served as the 
UAE’s first president since the union in 1971 until he passed away on November 2, 2004. 

 Since becoming the president of the UAE, Sheikh Khalifa has presided over a major restructuring 
of both the Federal Government and the government of Abu Dhabi. Under his reign, the UAE 
witnessed an accelerated development that ensured decent living for the people calling the 
country home. 
About UAE 
Capital: Abu Dhabi 
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
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Prime minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum  
 
Padma Shri Awardee Dr Rama Kant Shukla died at the age of 81 

 Padma Shri Dr Rama Kant Shukla, a profound Sanskrit and Hindi Scholar, has passed away in 
Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh(UP). He was born in Khurja city in Bulandshahr district, UP. Dr Rama Kant 
Shukla is the founder and general secretary of Devavani Parishad in Delhi, and the founding 
chairman and editor of “Arvacinasamskrtam”, a quarterly journal in Sanskrit. He was conferred 
the titles of Sanskrit Rashtrakavi, Kaviratna, and Kavi Siromani by literary and Sanskrit 
organizations. 

 The Government of India(GoI) honoured him with Padma Shri in 2013 for literature and 
education. 

 In 2009, He was honoured with the President’s Award under the Sanskrit category. 

 He has also received the Sahitya Academy Award in 2018 under Sanskrit Category for poetry 
“Mama Janani”. 

 He has also been honoured with the UP Government’s State Award; Sanskrit Rashtrakavi; Kalidas 
Samman; Delhi Sanskrit Academy’s Akhil Bharatiya Maulika Sanskrit Rachana Puraskara, the 
Sanskrit Samaradhaka Puraskara, and others. 
About Padma shri Award 
Established: 1954 
Total: 3225 
Last awarded: 2022 (107 Awardee) 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Bajaj Finserv's Sanjiv Bajaj takes over as CII President 

 Chairman of Bajaj Finserv Limited, Sanjiv Bajaj has assumed the office of Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) President for the year 2022-23 after replacing the CEO of Tata Steel, TV Narendran. 
The newly constituted National Council of Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) at a meeting 
elected its new office-bearers for the year 2022-23. 

 Bajaj, an alumnus of the Harvard Business School in US, has been engaged with CII for many 
years at the State, Regional and National level. He was the President-Designate for 2021-22 and 
the Chairman of the Western Region during 2019-20. 

 He has several awards to his credit including AIMA’s Managing India Award’s Entrepreneur of the 
Year (2019), ET’s Business Leader of the Year (2018), Financial Express’ Best Banker of the Year 
(2017-18), Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year (2017) and Transformational Leader Award 
at the 5th Asia Business Responsibility Summit (2017). He is also a recipient of the Business 
World’s Most Valuable CEOs in India for 2015 and 2016. 
About Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 
Founded: 1895 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Director-General: Chandrajit Banerjee 
Motto: Charting Change Enabling Development 

 
 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Migratory Bird Day 2022:14th May 

 World Migratory Bird Day is marked twice a year since its inauguration in 2006. International 
Migratory Bird Day will be celebrated on 14 May and 8 October 2022. The day is celebrated with 
an aim to safeguard migratory birds’ breeding, non-breeding as well as stopover habitats while 
preserving a healthy bird population. This is important because birds have an important role to 
play in the environment. They are needed to maintain the ecological balance. Birds are nature’s 
ambassadors, which is why it is necessary to restore ecological connection and integrity in order 
to boost migratory bird migration. 

 The theme for World Migratory Bird Day 2022 is light pollution. As artificial lighting has been 
increasing globally by at least 2 per cent per annum, this has had an adverse impact on many 
birds. Light pollution is a major threat to migratory birds as it leads to disorientation when they 
fly at night, this, in turn, leads to collisions and also interferes with their long-distance 
migrations. 

 
RANKING 

Lionel Messi, LeBron James Top Forbes 2022 Highest-Paid Athletes List 

 Lionel Messi has topped the list of Forbes Highest-Paid Athletes 2022 with a reported income of 
$130 million, followed by Basketball player, Lebron James with $121.2 million while Cristiano 
Ronaldo was third with $115 million. Messi had moved from Barcelona to Paris Saint-Germain in 
August 2021 and Cristiano Ronaldo rejoined Manchester United from Juventus in the same 
month. Forbes calculates the estimates based on prize money, salaries and bonuses, and 
sponsorship deals. 
Earnings over the last year. 
1. Lionel Messi: $130 million 
2. LeBron James: $121.2 million 
3. Cristiano Ronaldo: $115 million 
4. Neymar: $95 million 
5. Stephen Curry: $92.8 million 
6. Kevin Durant: $92.1 million 
7. Roger Federer: $90.7 million 
8. Canelo Alvarez: $90 million 
9. Tom Brady: $83.9 million 
10. Giannis Antetokounmpo: $80.9 million 
About Forbes: 
CEO : Mike Federle 
Chair and editor-in-chief : Steve Forbes 
Motto : "Change the World" 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Union Bank Of India Launches Cross Border Trade Finance Service Trade Nxt 

 The Union Bank of India (UBI) has launched an online platform, ‘Trade nxt’, which enables 
corporate, and MSMEs (Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises) to transact all cross-border export-
import transactions from the comfort of their place, i.e. eliminates the need for companies to 
visit a bank branch for the same. It offers seamless entry and processing of letters of credit (LC), 
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bank guarantees, export/import bills, disbursement of export credit, outward & inward 
remittances, dealer financing etc. 

 ‘Trade nxt’ platform will also enable the regulatory online auto reporting through Import Data 
Processing & Monitoring System (IDPMS), Export Data processing & Monitoring System (EDPMS) 
and other statutory reporting to Overseas Direct Investment (ODI)/ Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI)/ Liberalised Remittance Scheme LRS) which will make the process much more convenient. 
About Union Bank of India 
Managing Director & CEO: Rajkiran Rai G 
Merged Banks: Andhra Bank, and Corporation Bank 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra. 
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NATIONAL 
Haryana farmers to get Rs 10,000 per acre for growing fodder under 'Chaara -Bijaee 
Yojana' 

 Haryana Agriculture Minister, Jai Parkash Dalal launched the ‘Chaara – Bijaee 
Yojana’, a scheme launched to provide financial assistance of Rs 10,000 per acre 
(Upto 10 acres) to farmers cultivating and supplying fodder to Gaushalas 
(Cowsheds). The rationale behind the scheme is to add ress the State’s fodder 
shortage and rising stray cattle. The Subsidy will be directly credited to the farmer’s 
account under Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).  

 The number of cow shelters in the state increased from 175 in 2017 to 600 in 2022. 
Most cow shelters remain overcrowded due to an increase in the stray cattle 
population. 

 Also, the Phosphate-Rich Organic Manure (PROM) prepared from cow dung can be 
used as an alternative for synthetic fertilisers. The Prom is also prepared from 
various gaushalas of Pinjore, Hisar and Bhiwani districts of Haryana.  

 The state government has been taking a number of steps in the interest of farmers, 
and the ‘Chaara-Bijaee Yojana’ is another step in that direction. In April, Rs 13.44 
crore was distributed among 569 gaushalas in  the state for purchasing fodder.”  
About Haryana 

 Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
 Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar 
 Capital: Chandigarh 

 
 SPORTS 

Archery Asia Cup 2022: India Bags 14 Medals  
 Indian archers wrapped up a highly successful Asia Cup 2022 Stage -2 campaign in 

Sulaymaniyah, Iraq with a total of 14 medals – eight golds, four silvers and two 
bronze. The Indian team of women archers Parneet Kaur, Aditi Swami, and Sakshi 
Chaudhary has won India’s first gold medal of the continental meet after defeating 
Kazakhstan in Iraq. 
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 The men’s team of Prathamesh Fuge, Rishabh Yadav, and Jawkar Samadhan has won 
the second gold for India. The compound mixed duo of Prathmesh Fuge & Parneet 
Kaur won the third Gold Medal at Asia Archery Cup.  

 
 OBITUARY 

Leonid Kravchuk, First President of Ukraine, Dies at 88 
 Leonid Kravchuk, a former communist who helped sign the Soviet Union’s death 

warrant and then served as the first president of independent Ukraine, passed away 
at the age of 88. Kravchuk was known as the “wily fox” as  he rose through the ranks 
of Ukraine’s Communist Party and take over as head of the parliament in 1990. He 
signed the Belovezha accords with Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Belarusian 
leader Stanislav Shushkevich in December 1991 which effectively tri ggered the 
Soviet Union’s collapse.  
About Ukraine 

 Capital: Kyiv 
 Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia 
 President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
 Prime minister: Denys Shmyhal 

 
 APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

Deepika Padukone Becomes The First Indian Brand Ambassador Of Louis Vuitton 
 Actress Deepika Padukone has become the first -ever Indian brand ambassador of 

luxury brand Louis Vuitton. The news was announced by the French brand. The brand 
unveiled the role of a 36-year-old Bollywood actress during their new handbag 
campaign. It saw Padukone joining in actors Emma Stone and Zhou Dongyu for 
promotional shots. 

 Recently, she has been named as a part of an eight -member jury presided by French 
actor Vincent Lindon at 75th Cannes Film Festival. She has also received the first 
Time 100 Impact Awards for creating awareness about mental health. Padukone is 
often pictured sporting Louis Vuitton outfits and bags, and she had also modelled for 
them previously. She became the first Indian actor to feature in the brand’s 
campaign in 2020 when she posed for a mock book cover with stars like Lea Seydoux 
and Sophie Turner. 
About Louis Vuitton: 
Founder: Louis Vuitton 
Founded: 1854, Paris, France 
CEO: Michael Burke 
Headquarters: Paris, France 

 
Rajiv Kumar appointed next Chief Election Commissioner,  to assume charge on May 15 

 Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar was appointed as the next chief election 
commissioner. He will assume charge on May 15 after incumbent Sushil Chandra 
demits office on May 14, a notification issued by the Law Ministry said. In pursuance 
of clause (2) of Article 324 of the Constitution, the President appointed Shri Rajiv 
Kumar as the Chief Election Commissioner with effect from the 15th of May 2022.  
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 Kumar took charge as the Election Commissioner of the Election Commission of Indi a 
(ECI) on September 1, 2020. Prior to assuming charge in the Election Commission, 
Kumar had been the chairman of the Public Enterprises Selection Board. He joined as 
the PESB chairman in April 2020. 
About Election Commission of India:  

 Formed: 25 January 1950 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Current executive: Sushil Chandra 
 Jurisdiction: Government of India 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Royal Gold Medal awarded to architect Balkrishna Doshi  
 Indian Architect Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi was bestowed with the prestigious Roya l 

Gold Medal 2022. Royal Gold Medal, one of the world’s highest honours for 
architecture, by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), London, United 
Kingdom (UK). The Royal Gold Medal is approved personally by Queen Elizabeth II of 
the UK and the award is given to a person or group of people who have had a 
significant influence either directly or indirectly on the advancement of architecture.  

 B V Doshi had a vivid work experience with noted Architect Le Corbusier as a Senior 
Designer (1951-54) in Paris, France and supervised projects in Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
for four more years. Doshi also worked with Louis Kahn as an associate to build the 
Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad.  

 He won Pritzker Architecture Prize in 2018 which is considered a Nobel Prize in 
Architecture and he will be the only Indian Architect to hold both the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize and Royal Gold Medal.  

 He was honoured with Padma Shri in 1976 for science and engineering and Padma 
Bhushan, India’s third-highest Civilian in 2020 for his contribution to the field of 
architecture. 
About Royal Gold Medal awarded 

 First awarded in 1848 to Charles Robert Cockerell(UK)  
 Current awarded in 2022 to Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi (India)  

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Saudi Aramco Becomes World’s Most Valuable Stock as Apple Drops 
 Oil giant Saudi Aramco has dethroned Apple Inc. to become the world’s most 

valuable company, underscoring the recent surge in oil prices that have boosted the 
energy giant this year. Aramco traded near its highest level o n record, with a market 
capitalization of about $2.43 trillion, surpassing that of Apple for the first time since 
2020. The iPhone maker fell 5.2% to close at $146.50 per share, giving it a valuation 
of $2.37 trillion. 

 Even if the move proves short-lived and Apple retakes the top spot again, the role 
reversal underscores the power of major forces coursing through the global 
economy. Soaring oil prices, while great for profits at Aramco, are exacerbating 
rising inflation that is forcing the Federal Reserve t o raise interest rates at the 
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fastest pace in decades. The higher rates go, the more investors discount the value 
of future revenue flows from tech companies and push down their stock prices.  
About Saudi Aramco 

 Founded: 1933 
 Headquarters: Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
 CEO: Amin H. Nasser 

  
ICICI Bank ties up with Santander for India-UK business ease 

 ICICI Bank, one of India’s largest private sector banks, established a partnership with 
Santander Bank in the United Kingdom, aimed at making banking easier for 
businesses operating in both countries. The ICICI and Santander UK Plc signed a MoU 
in Mumbai to build a framework of partnership between the banks to satisfy the 
financial service needs of corporate clients operating along the India -UK corridor. 

 ICICI Bank said it will offer UK corporates operating in India banking solutions in 
trade, cross-border payments, supply chain, treasury solutions, and retail banking, 
while Santander UK will support Indian corporates and new age firms with their 
banking needs in the UK. 

 ICICI Bank’s Head of the International Banking Group, Sriram H Iyer, who signed the 
MoU on behalf of the bank, stated that India and the United Kingdom have long had 
strong bilateral relations and that India has long been a favoured foreign investment 
destination for British companies. 
About ICICI Bank 

 Headquarters: Vadodara 
 Founder: Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India  
 Founded: 1994 
 CEO: Sandeep Bakhshi 

 
Bharti AXA Life Initiates Financial Literacy Campaign - InspiHE₹- Enabling an Empowered 
Future 

 Bharti AXA Life Insurance, a joint venture between Bharti Enterprises, one of India’s 
largest business groups, and AXA, one of the world’s largest insurance companies, 
announced the launch of its financial literacy campaign, ‘InspiHE₹ – enabling an 
empowered future, a special effort to propagate financial awareness among women 
as well as allow people to make good investment decisions for a stable future.  

 According to research, 55% of women do not make well -informed financial decisions, 
and 59% of women do not have health or life insurance. Bharti AXA intends to 
improve this situation gradually.  

 In honour of ‘International Mother’s Day’ and the upcoming ‘International Day of 
Families,’ the organisation has launched an initiative to empower wom en, 
particularly moms, by teaching them the fundamentals of financial planning and 
saving in order to ensure their future.  

 The ‘InspiHE₹’ campaign will begin with on -the-ground teaching sessions for a group 
of Mumbai moms and will be disseminated through social media channels to 
generate interest. The corporation hopes to involve women, particularly moms, and 
their families with this campaign. 
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 Apart from the on-the-ground education programme, Bharti AXA Life Insurance 
workers will also donate to this great cause. 

 They will teach their mothers, housekeepers, and other family members the 
essentials of financial planning on their own time, and they will encourage Indians 
on social media to promote financial literacy and further this programme.  

About Bharti AXA General Insurance Company Limited 
 CEO: Sanjeev Srinivasan 
 Founded: 2007 
 Parent organization: Bharti Enterprises 
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NATIONAL 
India elected as Chair of Association of Asian Election Authorities for 2022 -24 

 India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of the Association of Asian 
Election Authorities (AAEA) for 2022-2024 at the meeting of the Executive Board and 
General Assembly in Manila, Philippines. Commission on Elections, Manila was the 
current chair of AAEA. The new member of the Executive Board now includes Russia, 
Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Taiwan and the Philippines.  

 The Election Commission of India 3-member delegation headed by Deputy Election 
Commissioner Shri Nitesh Vyas, along with CEO Manipur Shri Rajesh Agrawal and CEO 
Rajasthan Shri Praveen Gupta, attended the Executive Board meeting at Manila and 
presented the work plan for 2022-23 as also futuristic activities for 2023-24 to the 
Executive Board. 

 According to ECI, the mission of the Association of  Asian Election Authorities is to 
provide a non-partisan forum in the Asian region for sharing experiences and best 
practices among election authorities to discuss and act upon ways to promote open 
and transparent elections with the objective of supporting  good governance and 
democracy 
About AAEA 

 Chairperson: Sheriff M. Abas 

 Total Member Countries : 20 
 
Indian President, Ram Nath Kovind  confers 13 Shaurya Chakras, Param Vishisht Seva 
Medal to Army Chief 

 President of India, Ram Nath Kovind conferred 13 Shaurya Chakras which included 
six posthumous to the personnel of the Indian Armed forces for their conspicuous 
courage displayed during operations. Army Chief General Manoj Pande was 
conferred with the Param Vishisht Seva Medal (PVSM) for his distinguishe d service of 
exceptional order at a defence investiture ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan.  

 The President also conferred 14 PVSM, four Uttam Yudh Seva Medals (UYSM) and 24 
Ati Vishisht Seva Medals (AVSM) for distinguished service of an exceptional order.  

 These awards of Gallantry and other Defence decorations conferred were approved 
by the President in January on the eve of the 73rd Republic Day celebrations this 
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January. Gen Manoj Pande assumed the charge of the 29th Chief of the Army Staff 
on April 30. Before that, he was serving as the Vice Chief of Army Staff for three 
months and was the General Officer Commander in Chief, Eastern Command of the 
Army before that. 
About Indian Government 

 Prime Minister : Narendra Modi 

 President: Ram Nath Kovind   

 Vice President: M. Venkaiah Naidu 
 

OBITUARY 
World’s oldest chess grandmaster Yuri Averbakh died at 100  

 Russian chess grandmaster, Yuri Averbakh who was among the world’s best players 
for a decade, trained world champions and was the last surviving participant in one 
of the greatest competitions in history, has died in Moscow at 100. He won the 
Moscow Championship in 1949 and earned the Grandmaster title in 1952. In 1954, 
he became the champion of the USSR. He also chaired the Chess Federation of the 
USSR from 1972 to 1977. 
About Russia 

 President: Vladimir Putin 

 Prime minister:  Mikhail Mishustin 

 National Capital:  Moscow 

 Currency: Russian ruble 
 
Former Union Minister Pandit Sukh Ram passes away at the age of 94  

 Veteran Himachal Pradesh Congress leader and former Union minister, Pandit Sukh 
Ram has passed away at 94. He was the Union Minister of State, Communications 
(Independent Charge) from 1993 to 1996 and a member of Lok Sabha from the Mandi 
constituency (Himachal Pradesh). He won the Lok Sabha elections three t imes and 
the Vidhan Sabha elections five times. In 2011, he was sentenced to five years of 
imprisonment for corruption when he was Communications Minister in 1996.  

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Plant Health 2022: 12th May 
 The United Nations designated 12 May the International Day of Plant Health (IDPH) 

to raise global awareness on how protecting plant health can help end hunger, 
reduce poverty, protect biodiversity and the environment, and boost economic 
development. The United Nations declared 2020 as the International Year of Plant 
Health (IYPH). 

 The Year was extended until 1 July 2021 due to the postponement of some key 
initiatives caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to raise global awareness on how protecting plant health can help end hunger, 
reduce poverty, protect the environment, and boost economic development.  
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 Both our health and the health of our planet depend on plants. Plants makeup 80% 
of the food we eat and 98% of the oxygen we breathe and yet they are under threat. 
Up to 40% of food crops are lost due to plant pests and diseases every year.  

 This is affecting both food security and agriculture, the main source of income for 
vulnerable rural communities. 

 
International Nurses Day 2022: 12th May 

 May 12 is observed as International Nurses’ Day across the world to honour the 
services of nurses. It is the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, the English 
social reformer, statistician and founder of modern nursing. She was also known as 
Lady with the Lamp. She was the founder of modern nursing and was a British social 
reformer and statistician. 

 The theme for this year’s Nurses’ Day is “Nurses: A Voice to Lead – Invest in Nursing 
and respect rights to secure global health”. Many hospitals across th e world are 
observing International Nurses Week from May 6 to 12. As part of it, several 
activities, including yoga sessions and seminars are being organised.  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

India and Madagascar ink MoU on cooperation in broadcasting  
 Prasar Bharati, Ind ia’s national broadcaster, has signed an MoU with Madagascar’s 

official ORTM (Office de la Radio et de la Television) for broadcasting cooperation 
and collaboration. Indian Ambassador Abhay Kumar and ORTM Director General Jean 
Yves signed a Memorandum of Understanding. The MoU intends to exchange 
programmes, investigate co-production of programmes, and exchange persons.  

 Prasar Bharati’s internal products in the realms of culture, education, science, 
entertainment, sports, news, and other areas of mutual int erest will be broadcast on 
TVM (Madagascar National Television).  

 Both sides will look into co-production prospects in areas of mutual interest, and 
TVM professionals will be trained in India.  

 The ceremony was attended by the Director of Cabinet of India’s Ministry of 
Communication and Culture, as well as members from Madagascar’s government.  

 
Jan Suraksha Scheme Completes 7 Years Of providing Social Security  

 The Jan Suraksha scheme which was launched by prime minister Narendra Modi on 
9th May 2015 completes 7 years of providing social security today. Three Jan 
Suraksha schemes were launched by the prime minister, these schemes are Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, and Pradhanmantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, and Atal 
Pension Yojana. Today the schemes complete 7 years of providing social security 
with the motto of recognizing the necessity to protect human life from risk and 
economic uncertainty. The government has launched two insurance schemes 
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Sura ksha Bima Yojana 
to ensure that the people from the unorganized sector of the nation are 
economically secure and the Atal Pension Yojana is to cover the needs of the elderly 
people in the country. 
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 During the celebration of the 7th anniversary of the Jan Su raksha scheme the union 
minister of finance and corporate affairs, Nirmala Sitaraman stated that “One of the 
main objectives under the national mission for finance inclusion announced by the 
honorable prime minister on 15 August 2014, was to expand the cov erage of 
insurance and pension to provide the poor and marginal section of the society the 
much needed financial securities through affordable products, the three Jan 
Suraksha schemes have brought the insurance and pension within the reach of the 
common man.” 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘Modi @20: Dreams Meeting Delivery’ released by VP Venkaiah Naidu  
 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has released the book “Modi@20 Dreams Meet 

Delivery” in New Delhi. The book presents different facets of the distinct thought 
process, the pioneering, pro-active approach and the quintessential, 
transformational leadership style that Narendrabhai Modi has come to be so closely 
identified with. 

 ‘Modi@20’ is an anthology edited and compiled by BlueKraft Digital Foundation, and 
is a compilation of chapters authored by eminent intellectuals and domain experts, 
Rupa Publications. 

 The book encompasses the experiential journey of Modi since he left his house at 
the tender age of 17 and set out on a mission of knowing himself, and his cou ntry 
and finally define the mission of transforming India. In 2021, Modi completed twenty 
continuous years as the head of a government. This book, a compilation of chapters 
authored by eminent intellectuals and domain experts, attempts a definitive and 
expansive exploration into the fundamental transformation of Gujarat and India over 
the last twenty years due to Modi’s unique model of governance.  

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Revenue Deficit Grant of Rs. 7,183.42 crore released to 14 States  
 The central government has released Rs 7,183.42 crore as a revenue deficit grant to 

14 states including Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Punjab, Assam and 
Kerala. The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance released the money. This 
is the 2nd monthly instalment of Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD) grant to 
states. The grant has been released as per the recommendations of the Fifteenth 
Finance Commission. 

 The States which have been recommended Post Devolution Revenue Deficit grant by 
the Fifteenth Finance Commission during 2022-23 are: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttarakhand and West Bengal.  

 Fifteenth Finance Commission recommended Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD ) 
grant to states. Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD) grant is provided under 
Article 275 of the Indian Constitution.  

 The Fifteenth Finance Commission has recommended a total Post Devolution 
Revenue Deficit (PDRD) Grant of Rs 86,201 crore to 14 states for the financial year 
2022-23. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 

Current Affairs PDF- MAY 11, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Vietnam opens world’s longest glass-bottomed bridge to attract tourists 

 World’s Largest Glass Bottom Bridge was opened in Vietnam. It is called as Vietnam’s 
Bach Long pedestrian bridge, which is 632m (2,073ft) long and located 150m (492ft) 
above a huge jungle. As per the reports, the Asian country has opened a glass -
bottomed bridge suspended above a lush jungle. It surpasses a 526m Glass Bottom 
Bridge in Guangdong, China. 

 The Bach Long pedestrian bridge which means ‘white dragon’ in Vietnamese. The 
bridge suspends above the rainforest The bridge can support up to 450 people at a 
time and the floor of the bridge is made from tempered glass.  
About Vietnam 

 Capital City: Hanoi 

 Currency: Vietnamese dong 

 President: Nguyễn Xuân Phúc 

 Prime Minister: Phạm Minh Chính. 
  
Yoon Suk-yeol takes office as South Korea’s new president  

 Yoon Suk-yeol was sworn in as South Korean president in a huge ceremony at Seoul’s 
National Assembly, taking office at a time of high tensions with nuclear -armed North 
Korea. The ceremony was attended by over 40,000 people, including officials from 
the US and China. The new president is facing several challenges, including the task 
to balance ties with China to defuse ongoing tensions with North Korea.  

 Yoon Suk-yeol, who has called North Korea the South’s “main enemy,” offered to 
work with the international community to craft an “audacious plan” to improve 
North Korea’s economy in return for its commitment t o “complete denuclearization.” 
The 20th president of the country delivered an inauguration speech vowing to build 
a nation that “truly belongs to the people.”  
About South Korea 

 Capital City: Seoul 
 Currency: South Korean won 
 Former President: Moon Jae-in 
 Prime Minister: Kim Boo-kyum 

 
John Lee confirmed as Hong Kong's next leader with 1,416 votes  

 John Lee Ka-Chiu has been confirmed as Hong Kong’s next chief executive. He will 
replace Carrie Lam. He will be the first security official to hold the Chief Executive 
position of Hong Kong which witnessed years of political unrest and recent 
debilitating pandemic controls. Lee resigned from his position as the city’s No 2 
official last month to run and was the only contender to secure Beijing’s backing.  

 The 64-year-old was sanctioned by the United States in 2020 for his role in 
implementing a Beijing-imposed national security law that has crushed the city’s 
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democracy movement. His election places a security official in Hong Kong’s top job 
for the first time. The former secretary for security in Hong Kong ran under the 
slogan “Starting a new chapter for Hong Kong together” and was the sole candidate 
in the polls. 
About Hong Kong 

 Currency: Hong Kong dollar 
 Hong Kong Continent: Asia 
 Hong Kong is a special administrative region of China  

 
Sri Lanka is the first domino to fall in the face of a global debt crisis  

 The Sri Lankan president Gotabaya Rajapaksa has declared a state of emergency. This 
is the second time that the president has declared an emergency in a month. The 
strikes and protests are increasing day by day because of the increasing economic 
crisis in Sri Lanka. Last Friday after the announcement of a state emergency the 
general strike closed all the shops and businesses across the state. The protester s 
attacked the lawmakers inside the parliament building in Colombo for hours and the 
police were left with no choice but and used water cannons and tear gases over the 
protesters. 

 The protesters are not happy with the current government and are demanding t he 
resignation of Mr. Rajapaksa and his elder brother Mahendra Rajapaksha to resign as 
the prime minister. Mahindra Raja prime minister of Sri Lanka has been accused of 
mismanaging the economy and he is accused of being the main reason Sri Lanka is 
pushed towards bankruptcy and economic crisis. According to the finance minister, 
the usable foreign exchange results are below $50 million and the food prices are 
ascending every day. The hospitals in Sri Lanka have a shortage of essential medicine 
and there are lengthy power cuts due to a shortage of fuel.  
About Sri Lanka 

 Capital City: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
 Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 President: Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
 Prime Minister: Mahinda Rajapaksa 

 
 NATIONAL 

Madhya Pradesh govt launches second phase of Ladli Laxmi scheme to make girls self -
reliant 

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the second phase of 
the Ladli Laxmi scheme (Ladli Laxmi scheme-2.0). The scheme is an innovative 
initiative to encourage girl children to pursue higher education and make them self -
dependent. The scheme is being implemented by the government of Madhya Pradesh 
since 2007 to enhance the economic and educational status of the girls.  

 Ladli Laxmi scheme is a comprehensive scheme that offers financial as sistance for a 
girl from birth until her marriage in instalments. The family of the girl child should 
be a permanent resident of Madhya Pradesh. The family should come under below 
the poverty line (BPL), i.e., should not be an income taxpayer. A maximum of  two 
daughters can be registered under this scheme.  
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 About Madhya Pradesh  
 Capital City: Bhopal 
 Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel 
 Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

  
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

WEF to focus on emerging technologies to help small, marginal farmers   
 The World Economic Forum (WEF), in collaboration with the government’s research 

institute Niti Aayog, is focusing on how to better employ emerging technologies like 
artificial intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things (IoT), blockchain, and drones to aid 
farmers, especially small and marginal farmers.  

 Agriculture is an important part of the Indian economy, employing 43 percent of the 
country’s workers. 

 Small holders, who account for 86 percent of all farmers in India and own less than 2 
hectares of land (compared to 2-10 hectares for medium holders and more than 10 
hectares for large holders), are still among the poorest people in the country, 
earning only 39 percent of what medium holders earn and only 13 percent of what 
large holders earn. 

 Due to insufficient transparency of demand, exploitative intermediation, inadequate 
quality assurance, inadequate access to efficient and low -cost logistics, and little 
bargaining power, smallholder farmers are typically unable to obtain equivalent 
value for their produce. 

 Improved value capture and total value production in the agricultural environment 
are required to increase farmer incomes. Technology has the potential to quickly 
develop and iterate solutions, reduce costs, improve information flow transparency, 
and boost connectivity across value chain actors.  
About WEF 

 Founded: January 1971 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 President of WEF :  Børge Brende 

 
Bengaluru-based Bellatrix Aerospace tests green satellite propulsion  

 Bengaluru-based Bellatrix Aerospace has successfully tested an environmentally 
friendly satellite propulsion system that offers a 20 percent increase in fuel 
efficiency over hydrazine-dependent fuel systems. Bellatrix’s recent testing of its 
green propulsion system also signals a turning point i n the company’s quest to 
develop a space taxi for satellites.  

 Satellite thrusters use the poisonous substance hydrazine, which has a negative 
influence on the environment, prompting space experts to look for environmentally 
friendly replacements. 

 According to a press statement from ISRO, the union cabinet approved two 
unmanned missions and one crewed mission as part of the Rs 9,023 -crore Gaganyaan 
project. 
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 Should green propellants be explored for human flight missions, they would result in 
faster processing times and fewer handling needs, both of which are key roles in a 
crewed human flight mission. 
About Bengaluru 

 Bengaluru (Bangalore) is the capital of India's southern Karnataka state.  
 Karnataka CM : Basavaraj Bommai 
 Karnataka Governor:  Thaawar Chand Gehlot 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Technology Day 2022: 11 th May 
 National Technology Day is observed every year on 11th May across the country. 

National Technology Day has significant historical importance in India. Every year on 
this day, officials pay honour to India’s scientists for their achievements. This day is 
commemorated as an achievement of India’s technical advances, since on May 11, 
1998, the country successfully tested nuclear weapons in Pokhran.  

 The theme for National Technology Day 2022 is “Integrat ed Approach in Science and 
technology for sustainable future”. The theme was launched by Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh. 
About National Technology Day 

 First National Technology Day observed in: 1999.  
 

 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 
SEBI constitutes advisory committee on Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 
matters 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has constituted a committee for 
advising on Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) related matters in the 
securities market. The committee will be cha ired by Navneet Munot, the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of HDFC Mutual Fund.  

 The terms of reference of the committee include Enhancements in business 
responsibility and sustainability report, ESG ratings, and ESG investing. It will 
examine evolving disclosures/metrics relevant to the Indian context and suggest 
areas for assurance and a plan for implementation.  

 They include MD & CEO of Tata Chemicals, C Siva Kumar, executive director of NTPC, 
Amit Talgeri, chief risk officer, Axis Bank, Sharad Kalghtagi, ES G head Cipla, Amit 
Tandon, Institutional Investor Advisory Services, J N Gupta, founder & MD of 
Stakeholders Empowerment Services, Rama Patel, Director Crisil Ratings and 
Ramnath. 
About SEBI 

 Founded: 12 April 1992; 
 Headquarters: Mumbai; 
 Chairperson: Madhabi Puri Buch 
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 RANKING 
Unemployment rate at 8.7% in October-December 2021, says NSO survey 

 The National Statistical Office (NSO) data has revealed that the unemployment rate 
for people above 15 years in urban areas slipped from 10.3% to 8.7% between 
October and December 2021. Joblessness or unemployment rate (UR) is defined as 
the percentage of unemployed persons in the labour force.  

 Among males, the unemployment rate in urban areas also dipped to 8.3% in October -
December 2021 compared to 9.5% a year ago. It was 9.3% in July-September 2021. 

 The data also showed that the joblessness or unemployment rate among females 
(aged 15 years and above) in urban areas also declined to 10.5% from 13.1% in the 
same period. It was 11.6% in July-September 2021. 

 Labour force participation rate in CWS (current weekly status) in urban areas for 
persons 15 years of age and above remained unchanged at 47.3% in the October -
December quarter of 2021, compared to the same period a year ago. It was 46.9% in 
July-September 2021. 
About National Statistical Office (NSO) 

 Headquarters : New Delhi 
 Formed In: 12th July 2006 
 Parent department: Ministry of statistics & Programme Implementation  
 Chairperson : GP Samanta 
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NATIONAL 
Govt notifies new J&K electoral map: 47 seats for Kashmir, Jammu gets 43  

 A three-member Delimitation Commission redrawing the electoral map of Jammu 
and Kashmir allotted 47 Assembly seats for Kashmir division and 43 for Jammu in its 
final decision submitted barely a day before its two-year term was to end. After the 
panel, led by retired Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai, approved the final 
verdict, giving Jammu six additional seats and Kashmir one more, a gazette 
notification was released. Jammu had 37 Assembly constitu encies and Kashmir had 
46 before the restructure, which increased the overall number of Assembly seats in 
the Union Territory to 90. 

 The Commission, which includes ex-officio members Chief Election Commissioner 
Sushil Chandra and Jammu and Kashmir Election  Commissioner K K Sharma, has 
recommended that the Union Territory’s Legislative Assembly include at least two 
members from the Kashmiri migrant community, one of whom be a woman.  

 The Commission stated in a statement that nominated members of the Puducherr y 
Assembly who have the right to vote should be treated equally.  

 Tangmarg has been renamed Gulmarg, Zoonimar has been renamed Zaidibal, Sonwar 
has been renamed Lal Chowk, Padder has been renamed Padder -Nagseni, Kathua 
North has been renamed Jasrota, Kathua South has been renamed Kathua, Khour has 
been renamed Chhamb, Mahore has been renamed Gulab. The Commission heard 
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from Kashmiri migrants and displaced persons from Pakistan -occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir at the public hearing.  

 
Navy to acquire Gisat-2; Dedicated satellite to boost capability in IOR region 

 The Indian Navy plans to purchase a specialised earth imaging satellite Geo Imaging 
Satellite-2 (GISAT-2), this fiscal year as part of its modernisation and network -centric 
combat and communications programme. The satellite, if operational, is likely to 
improve the navy’s operating capabilities in the Indian Ocean region, which is 
strategically and geopolitically crucial, especially given China’s growing influence.  

 According to information from the Ministry of  Defence, the GISAT-2 is one of 21 
planned procurements, including several long-term buys. In addition, the navy’s 
capabilities development/modernization is being carried out in line with the long -
term objectives in place for the next decade.  

 Under the budget projections for 2022-23, the navy would receive Rs 45,250 crore 
for modernisation. With a 10% annual growth rate, it is expected to receive more Rs 
2.7 lakh crore for upgrading by 2026-27. According to the Ministry of Defense, the 
navy’s total committed liabilities are Rs 1.20 lakh crores, and modernization schemes 
worth more than Rs 1.9 lakh crores and Rs 2.5 lakh crores (under Part A and B of the 
annual acquisition plan) are being advanced for contract conclusion over the next 
five years. 

 
 SPORTS 

Abhinav Deshwal wins men's 10m air pistol gold at Deaflympics  
 Abhinav Deshwal has won the second gold medal for India in shooting at the ongoing 

24th Deaflympics in Caxias do Sul, Brazil. He was tied with silver winning Ukrainian 
Oleksii Lazebnyk before winning gold in a shoot-off. India has four medals in the 
shooting competition at the 24th Deaflympics.  

 Abhinav made the top eight final round after finishing second in the 60 -shot 
qualification round with a score of 575 out of 600. He was tied on points there too 
with Kim Kihyeon, but the Korean topped on account of more inner 10s.  

 
Madrid Open: Rising Spanish tennis star Carlos Alcaraz beat Alexander Zverev to win title  

 Carlos Alcaraz (Spain) has clinched the men’s singles Madrid Open title 2022 after 
beating the defending champion Alexander Zverev (Germany). Alcaraz has also 
defeated Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic (world No.1) to reach the final. It is his 
second Masters 1000 crown after Miami 2022 and his fourth title of the year.  

 Ons Jabeur (Tunisia) has cl inched the women’s singles title to become the first 
African player to win a WTA 1000 event.  

 
Verstappen wins inaugural Miami Grand Prix over Leclerc after late Safety Car drama  

 F1 world champion Max Verstappen has won the inaugural Miami Grand Prix for Re d 
Bull after defeating the Ferrari rival Charles Leclerc. Leclerc (Ferrari) finished second 
and Spanish teammate Carlos Sainz (Ferrari) placed third in the Miami Grand Prix 
2022. The victory cut Leclerc’s lead over Verstappen to 19 points in the 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

championsh ip, while the Monegasque’s Ferrari teammate Carlos Sainz completed the 
podium. 

 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Coast Guard commissions its second air squadron 
 At the Coast Guard Air Enclave at Nedumbassery in Kochi, the Coast Guard 

commissioned its second Air Squadron, 845 Squadron . The new Air Squadron was 
commissioned by Coast Guard Director General V S Pathania and is equipped with 
Advanced Mark III (ALH Mark III) helicopters produced in -house. 

 The commissioning represents a huge step forward in terms of self -reliance in search 
and rescue missions and long-range maritime surveillance. Four helicopters have 
been stationed in Kochi to cover the Karnataka, Kerala, and Lakshadweep coasts. 
Commandant Kunal Naik leads a squadron of nine officers and 35 soldiers.  

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited designed and built the HAL Dhruv utility helicopter 
(HAL). HAL Dhruv’s development was disclosed in November 1984. The helicopter 
initially flew in 1992, although it took longer to build due to a number of issues, 
including the Indian Army’s request for design alterations, funding constraints, and 
sanctions imposed on India after the 1998 Pokhran-II nuclear tests. The name is 
derived from the Sanskrit word dhruv, which signifies firm or unshakeable.  

 
 OBITUARY 

Eminent Odia litterateur Rajat Kumar Kar dies at age 88 
 The eminent Odia litterateur Rajat Kumar Kar passed away due to heart -related 

ailments. He received Padma Shri in 2021 for literature and education. He was 
known for his commentary during the annual Ratha Jatra (Jagan nath culture) on TV 
and radio. His writing includes Upendra Bhanja literature and has seven non -fiction 
to his credit. He also contributed to the revival of the dying art of Pala of Odisha.  

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Argania 2022: 10 th  May 
 The United Nations observed 10th May 2022, the second International Day of 

Argania. This celebration crowns the efforts of the Kingdom of Morocco in promoting 
the Argan tree as an intangible cultural heritage of humanity and an ancestral source 
of resilient and sustainable development. 

 The day will be celebrated this year under the theme “The Argan tree, symbol of 
resilience” and will serve to raise international awareness around the tree, its 
ecosystem, and the important position it holds in Moroccan culture a nd heritage. 

 The argan tree (Argania spinosa) is a native species of the sub -Saharan region of 
Morocco, in the southwest of the country, which grows in arid and semiarid areas. 
It’s the defining species of a woodland ecosystem, also known as Arganeraie, wh ich 
is rich in endemic flora. It is resilient to a harsh environment under water scarcity, 
risk of erosion and poor soils.  

 This ecosystem of extraordinary beauty is not only important in terms of 
conservation, but also for research and socio -economic development, due to its 
forestry, agricultural and livestock use.  
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Russia Victory Day 2022: 9 th May 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin commemorated the Soviet Union’s World War II 
victory over Nazi Germany with a magnificent military display and a speech from 
Moscow’s Red Square. In a speech that blamed the West for the crisis but featured 
no new escalations, Russian President Vladimir Putin tied his war in Ukraine to that 
historic fight. 

 Russia Victory Day is a commemoration of the 1945 victory over Nazi Germany.  
Following the signing of the German Instrument of Surrender late in the evening on 
May 8, 1945, it was initially inaugurated in the Soviet Union’s 15 republics (after 
midnight, thus on 9 May Moscow Time). After the signing ceremony in Berlin, the 
Soviet government announced the victory early on May 9th. Although the holiday 
was officially established in 1945, it was only in 1965 that it became a non -working 
day, and then only in a few Soviet countries.  

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Reliance becomes first Indian company with $100bn annual revenue 
 Reliance Industries become the first Indian company to record annual revenue of 

more than a whopping $100 billion. The company has recorded a 22.5% rise in net 
profit for the quarter ended March 2022. Reliance has recorded strong growth in 
retail, digital services, and the oil & gas business. The company has also reported the 
highest-ever quarterly EBITDA (earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and 
amortisation) of Rs 33,968 crores (28% up) year-on-year. 

 Reliance’s earnings also rose because of a rise in broadband subscribers, online 
retail gaining traction and new energy investment picking roots.  

 Consolidated revenue of the nation’s biggest company by market value rose 35 per 
cent year-on-year to Rs 2.32 lakh crore in the fourth quarter of FY22. For the full 
fiscal 2021-22 (April 2021 to March 2022), Reliance reported a net profit of Rs 
60,705 crore on a revenue of Rs 7.92 lakh crore (USD 102 billion). It is the first Indian 
company to have crossed USD 100 billion in revenue in a year. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Nepali mountaineer Kami Rita Sherpa beats own record by scaling Mount Everest for 26th 
time 

 Nepal’s legendary climber Kami Rita Sherpa has climbed Mt Everest, the tallest peak 
in the world for the 26th time to set a new world record. Leading an 11 -member 
rope fixing team, Kami Rita & his team reached the summit, breaking his own 
previous world record. The climbing route used by Kami Rita was pioneered by New 
Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary and Nepal’s sherpa Tenzing Norgay in 1953 and remains 
the most popular. 

 Everest has been climbed 10,657 times since it was first scaled in 1953 from Nepali 
and Tibetan sides – many have climbed multiple times, and 311 people have died so 
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far, according to the Himalayan Database. The 52-year-old followed in his father’s 
footsteps and became a mountain guide, first summiting the peak in 1994. He has 
climbed Everest almost every year since.  

 
 NATIONAL 

Poumai Naga tribe in Manipur declare their villages as drugs-free zone 
 In Manipur, the Poumai tribe has declared that Poumai inhabited areas will be a 

Drug-Free Zone supporting the State government’s War on Drug campaign. A huge 
delegation of the Poumai tribe by MLA and leaders of the students union and civil 
organization met Chief Minister N. Biren Singh today at Imphal and conveyed the 
resolution of the Drug-Free Zone in Poumai inhabited areas of the State. They also 
informed the Chief Minister that the poppy plantation will not be allowed in the 
Poumai areas. 

 The Chief Minister welcomed the resolution of the Poumai Naga tribe and affirmed 
that the State government will not tolerate deforestation and poppy plantation in 
hill districts in Manipur. The leaders of the Paumai tribe also conveyed that the 
community will join the fight against the drug menace in the State.  

 
Three-day Utkarsh Mahotsav organized by Central Sanskrit University begins in New Delhi  

 A three-day Utkarsh Mahotsav is being organized by Central Sanskrit University in 
New Delhi. The objective behind organising the Utkarsh Mahotsav is to promote the 
Sanskrit language across the country and beyond. They will leave no stone unturned 
to promote the Sanskrit language across the country and abroad.  

 The Centralisation of three Sanskrit Universities reflects PM Modi’s strong 
commitment to preserving and promoting the Sanskrit language across the nation. 
The event is being jointly organised by the Central Sanskrit University, New Delhi, 
Shri Lal Bahadur National Sanskrit University, New Delhi and Natio nal Sanskrit 
University, Tirupati. 

 
Priyanka Mohite becomes first Indian woman to scale five peaks above 8,000 metres  

 Priyanka Mohite from Maharashtra’s Satara district has become the first Indian 
woman to climb five peaks above 8000 metres. Priyanka achie ved the milestone 
after climbing Mount Kanchenjunga. The 30-year-old climbed the third highest peak 
on Earth on May 5 at around 4:42 pm. Priyanka works for a pharmaceutical research 
company in Bengaluru. 

 In 2020, she also won the prestigious Tenzing Norgay  Adventure Award. The 30-year-
old climbed Mount Everest in 2013, Mount Lhotse in 2018, Mount Makalu in 2019 
and Annapurna 1 in 2021. Notably, she is also the first Indian woman to climb 
Annapurna 1 and Makalu. 

 
IRCTC's Bharat Gaurav Tourist train to start on June 21 with stopover at Janakpur, Nepal  

 The Indian Railway Catering and Ticketing Corporation (IRCTC) will launch its maiden 
Bharat Gaurav Tourist train, with a stop in Nepal’s Janakpur. This train will go around 
the Ramayana Circuit, which has been identified under the Swadesh Darshan scheme 
and includes major locations related with Lord Shri Rama’s life, such as the Ram 
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Janaki temple in Janakpur, Nepal. The projected 18-day Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train 
Tour begins in Ayodhya, Lord Rama’s birthplace, wi th visits to Shri Ram Janmabhumi 
temple and Hanuman temple, as well as Bharat Mandir in Nandigram, dedicated to 
Lord Ram’s younger brother Bharat.  

 After Ayodhya, the tourists will travel to Buxar, Bihar, where they will see Maharishi 
Vishwamitra’s hermitage and the Ramrekha Ghat, where they can take a holy plunge 
in the Ganga. 

 The train then travels to Sitamarhi to see Sita’s birthplace before continuing on to 
Janakpur by road (Nepal). 

  
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

Pushp Kumar Joshi takes over as CMD of HPCL 
 Pushp Kumar Joshi, who recently took over as the interim chairman and managing 

director of Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL), has been appointed to the 
Board of the nation’s third-largest oil refining and fuel marketing company. Joshi is 
also holding the additional charge of Director-Marketing of HPCL. Prior to this Dr 
Joshi was Director-HR of the Corporation from August 01, 2012.  

 Joshi, the senior-most director on the HPCL board, was in January picked by the 
government headhunter PESB to replace Mukesh Kumar Surana. Surana 
superannuated from services on April 30, 2022, but in absence of a formal order 
from the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by the Prime 
Minister, Joshi was named interim head. 

 
Supreme Court regains full strength of 34 judges as two new justices sworn in  

 The Union government of India has notified the appointment of Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia, the chief justice of Gauhati High Court, and Justice Jamshed Burjor 
Pardiwala, a judge of the Gujarat High Court, as judges  of the Supreme Court. The 
Collegium headed by Chief Justice of India NV Ramana had recommended their 
names for appointment on May 5. The other members of the Collegium are Justices 
UU Lalit, AM Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud and L Nageswara Rao.  

 At present, the Supreme Court has a strength of 32 judges as against a sanctioned 
strength of 34 judges. The fresh appointments will help regain the 34 -judge strength, 
but two other vacancies will arise soon with Justice Vineet Saran set to retire on May 
10 and Justice Nageswara Rao on June 7. 

 Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia hails from Madanpur, a remote village located in Pauri 
Garhwal district of Uttarakhand. He had his early education in Dehradun and 
Allahabad and is an alumni of Sainik School, Lucknow. He did his graduation and law 
from the University of Allahabad. 

 Justice Pardiwala was born in Mumbai and did his schooling in St Joseph Convent 
School in his home town Valsad (south Gujarat). He graduated from the JP Arts 
College, Valsad, and secured a law degree from the KM Mulji Law College, Valsad in 
1988. 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Nexcharge starts making lithium-ion batteries in Gujarat 

 At its facilities in Prantij, Gujarat, Nexcharge, a joint venture between India’s Exide 
Industries Limited and Switzerland’s Leclanché SA, has started mass production of 
lithium-ion battery packs. The plant, which covers six lakh square feet and has a 1.5 
GWh installed capacity, comprises six totally automated assembly lines and testing 
facilities. 

 Exide and Leclanche invested Rs 250 crore in the plant, which would employ its six 
assembly lines to produce over 150 products developed over the last four years.  

 The six assembly lines will use cells to create modules, which will subsequently be 
converted into battery packs in a variety of sh apes and sizes, including pouch, 
prismatic, and cylindrical, to meet the energy storage needs of India’s electric 
vehicle market and industrial applications.  

 Nexcharge manufactures battery packs for a variety of goods, including two - and 
three-wheelers, personal and commercial cars, and inverters.  

 
RBI gives go-ahead to Equitas reverse merger plan with certain riders  

 The Reserve Bank of India has given its nod to Equitas Small Finance Bank and its 
parent company Equitas Holdings Ltd’s merger plan, subject t o certain restrictions. 
The RBI’s no objection comes with strings attached. The merger is being carried out 
to comply with RBI small finance bank regulations, which require the promoter to cut 
his or her stake in the subsidiary to 40% within five years of the SFB’s start-up (Small 
Finance Bank). 

 Equity shares of SFBs should be listed on recognised stock exchange(s) within three 
years of the date the SFB’s net worth reaches Rs 500 crore, according to RBI 
requirements laid down for SFBs in June 2016 and guide lines for licensing SFBs in the 
private sector in November 2014. 

 The applicable date for listing in the case of ESFB was September 4, 2019. It began 
banking activities, however, with a net worth of more than Rs 500 crore.  

 Compliance with the listing requirements was met by an IPO and the trading of ESFB 
shares on exchanges beginning November 2, 2020.  

 
Indian Bank unveils digital broking solution 

 Indian Bank, a public sector bank, has introduced its digital broking solution – ‘E- 
Broking’, as a strategic move toward comprehensive digitalisation of its customer 
products. E-Broking, an instant and paperless demat & trading account opening 
service, is now available through the bank’s mobile banking app, IndOASIS. The 
product was introduced in collaboration with Fisdom, the bank’s financial technology 
partner. 

 The E-Broking initiative will assist the bank in increasing its CASA (Current Account 
Savings Account). 

 This initiative also enables the customers to invest in the ongoing Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC) Initial Public Offering (IPO) effectively.  

 IndOASIS, the bank’s mobile banking app, would provide users with a unified 
experience ranging from Demat and trading account opening to reduced broking 
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services backed by research-based investment in the secondary market, starting with 
equity, futures, options, and initial public offerings on a single platform.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
Indonesia suspended Agricultural imports from India  

 Indonesia has stopped imports of agricultural products from India, citing a failure by 
New Delhi officials to register laboratories that evaluate food safety and issue 
certificates of analysis (COA), causing worry among cereal exporters.  

 In an order to the head of its Agricultural Quarant ine Centre, the Indonesian 
Ministry of Agriculture stated that its authority to accredited laboratories for testing 
the safety of fresh food from India and issuing the COA has been revoked.  

 COAs issued by laboratories indicating that clear exports of fresh  food of plant origin 
were certified in 2019 would not be recognised, according to the Ministry, although 
certificates issued on or before March 24 will be legitimate.  

 Indonesian exporters have been notified of the order. The news came after 
Indonesia issued a notice to exporters requiring them to give extra information to 
the COA. 

 
 NATIONAL 

Kerala govt to launch app for diagnosing, controlling lifestyle diseases  
 The government of Kerala is set to launch an Android App ‘Shaili’, aimed at 

diagnosing and controlling lifestyle diseases among the people in the state of Kerala. 
The app has been set up as part of the population-based screening project launched 
by the Health Department under the Nava Kerala Karma plan.  

 The Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) workers have been tasked with 
collecting information from persons over the age of 30 in their respective areas 
about any lifestyle diseases or risk factors they may have.  

 The app, set up under the e-Health initiative, would help to collect and codify the 
information quickly. 

 The app would primarily collect information about diseases like diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease, lung diseases as well as other lifestyle -related ailments and 
cancers. 

 The health status of the individuals would be scored an d those with a score of above 
four would be asked to visit the nearest health centre for a check -up for lifestyle 
diseases. 

  
New policy to make Delhi India's startup capital: CM Kejriwal  

 The Delhi cabinet has approved the “Delhi Startup Policy” with an aim to create an 
ecosystem for people to launch startups and provide them with fiscal and non -fiscal 
incentives, collateral-free loans, and free consultancy from experts, lawyers, and CA. 
The 20 members task force will be set up to oversee the startup poli cy. This 
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committee will be headed by Delhi’s Finance Minister. To encourage, facilitate, and 
support 15,000 startups by 2030. 

 The Delhi Government will pay up to 50% of the rent of a startup’s office lease or 
pitch in for a portion of the salaries that these startups will pay to their employees. 
We will also reimburse them for the costs incurred on applying for patents, 
copyrights and trademarks. 

 The government will form a monitoring committee to oversee the startup policy. This 
committee will be headed by Delhi’s Finance Minister. The composition of this 
committee will be – 85% representatives from the private sector, 10% from 
educational institutions and 5% from the government.  

 
Haryana Govt Launches 'e-Adhigam' Scheme, 3 Lakh Students Given Tablets for On line 
Education 

 The Haryana State Government launches the ‘e -Adhigam’ scheme under which nearly 
3 lakh students will be receiving tablet computers to aid their online education. The 
state government has planned to provide the gadget to five lakh students. C hief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the Advance Digital Haryana Initiative of 
Government with Adaptive Modules (Adigham) scheme at Maharishi Dayanand 
University in Rohtak, Haryana. 

 As per reports, the Class 11 students of Haryana government schools will get the 
tablets after they clear the Class 10 board exams and qualify for the succeeding year. 
These devices come with pre-loaded content along with personalised and adaptive 
learning software, and 2GB of free data. The tablet is the new classroom and  
“through e-books, it has become a full-fledged classroom. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Thalassemia Day 2022: 08th May 
 World Thalassemia Day is celebrated on May 8 every year to commemorate 

Thalassemia victims and to encourage those who struggle to live with the  disease. 
Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder that doesn’t let the body to create 
enough haemoglobin. The disease weakens and destroys the blood cells. There are 
two types of thalassemia, alpha and beta, along with Thalassemia minor, intermedia 
and major as its subcategories. 

 The theme for this year’s World Thalassemia day is ‘Be Aware.Share.Care: Working 
with the global community as one to improve thalassemia knowledge.’  

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Boeing and Air Works provide MRO services for Indian Navy's P-8I aircraft 
 Air Works, an Indian maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) company, is 

partnering with the Boeing Company to conduct heavy maintenance checks on three 
Indian Navy P-8I long-range maritime patrol aircraft at Air Works, Hosur, 
demonstrating the success of the government’s Atmanirbhar Bharat (self -reliant 
India) campaign. 
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 This significantly expands the scope and size of MRO in India, demonstrating both 
firms’ commitment to helping India achieve Aatmanirbhar status in aerospace and 
defence. 

 The partnership between Boeing and Air Works has resulted in quicker turnaround 
times and increased operating capability for important defence platforms in India.  

 The relationship began with checks on the P-8I Poseidon aircraft and has since 
expanded to include checks and MRO on the Indian Air Force’s Boeing 737 VVIP 
aircraft’s landing gear.  

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘INDO-PAK WAR 1971- Reminiscences of Air Warriors’ released by Rajnath Singh  
 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has released a book titled ‘INDO -PAK WAR 1971- 

Reminiscences of Air Warriors’ at the 37th Air Chief Marshal PC Lal Memorial Lecture 
organised by the Air Force Association in New Delhi, Delhi. The book was edited by 
Air Marshal Jagjeet Singh and Group Captain Shailendra Mohan. The book features 
50 Swarnim articles written by veterans narrating their experiences in detail.  

 Defence Minister also paid tribute to Air Chief Marshal Pratap Chandra Lal (PC Lal). 
Air Chief Marshal Pratap Chandra Lal (PC Lal), served as the Vice Chief of the Air 
Staff during the 1965 war and had served as the 7th Chief of the Air Staff during the 
1971 war. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

L&T Infotech, Mindtree announce merger to create India's 5th largest IT services provider  
 L&T Infotech and Mindtree, the two independently listed IT services companies 

under Larsen & Toubro Group announced a merger that would create India’s fifth -
largest IT services provider. The combined entity will be known as “LTIMindtree”.  

 The Boards of Directors of Mindtree and L&T Infotech (LTI) at their respectiv e 
meetings held on Friday approved a composite scheme of amalgamation of both 
these independently listed IT services companies under the Larsen & Toubro Group. 
The proposed integration will see Mindtree and LTI join strengths to create an 
efficient and scaled up IT services provider exceeding USD 3.5 billion. These 
opportunities will create a more distinctive employee value proposition and stronger 
partnerships with ecosystem players.  

 
Adani Wilmar beats HUL to become the largest FMCG Company in India  

 Adani Wilmar Limited became the largest Fast Moving Consumer Goods Company 
(FMCG) in India beating Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL), after the announcement 
of its Quarter Four results for the financial year 2022 (Q4FY2022). AWL has reported 
total operating revenue of Rs 54,214 crore in the Financial Year 2022 whereas HUL 
reported a revenue of Rs 51,468 crore in the Financial Year (FY) 2021 -22. 

 In Q4FY22 (January-March 2022), the AWL has seen a 40 per cent jump in revenue 
from operations to Rs 14,960 despite a 26 per cent i.e., Rs 234.29 crore hit in net 
profit in the same period. 

  
 


