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INTERNATIONAL 
Malaysia to host 4 nations for Bersama Shield military drills 

 Malaysia will host armed forces from 4 nations namely, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and 
the United Kingdom in the annual Bersama Shield 2022 training exercise. The exercise, referred 
to as BS22, is conducted within the framework of the Five Power Defense Arrangements (FPDA) 
– a series of bilateral and multilateral defence agreements established in 1971. Bersama means 
together in Malay. 

 The exercise will involve sea and air drills, mostly in international waters but also in part of 
Malaysia’s exclusive economic zone in the South China Sea. The exercise, referred to as BS22, is 
conducted within the framework of the Five Power Defense Arrangements (FPDA). The FPDA is 
the oldest defense arrangement in the region and includes counter-piracy operations as well as 
disaster relief and humanitarian assistance. 

 
NATIONAL 

Yogi Adityanath Sworn In As UP Chief Minister For 2nd Time 

 Yogi Adityanath takes oath as chief minister of Uttar Pradesh for his second term in office. 
Governor Anandiben Patel administered the oath of office and secrecy to Adityanath at 
Lucknow’s Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Stadium in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh and other central ministers. 

 Keshav Prasad Maurya and Brajesh Pathak also took oath as the Deputy Chief Ministers in the 
new government. The BJP-led NDA secured 274 seats out of 403, becoming the first party in over 
three decades to form a government for a second consecutive time in the state. 

 The Yogi Adityanath-led BJP government created history with its comeback as no other CM has 
been able to repeat a government in the state in 37 years. The Congress had returned to power 
with a majority in the state 37 years ago. After this, chief minister Yogi Adityanath has not just 
made history by completing five successful years of governance but by also returning to power 
with a thumping majority. He has become the first such BJP leader to become the CM for the 
second consecutive term. 

 
Exercise Suraksha Kavach 2- Joint Security Exercise by Indian Army and Maharashtra Police 

 Indian Army’s “Agnibaaz Division” organized a joint exercise “Suraksha Kavach 2” with 
Maharashtra Police at Lullanagar, Pune. The exercise aimed to counter any terrorist actions in 
Pune. The exercise involved the participation of the Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) of the 
Indian Army, Anti-Terrorism Squad of Maharashtra Police along with Quick Reaction Teams 
(QRTs), Dog Squads, and Bomb Disposal Teams of both agencies. The exercise aimed to 
harmonize the drills and procedures undertaken by Army and Police to counter-terrorism. 
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APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw elected Fellow of Royal Society of Edinburgh 

 Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, the executive chairperson of Biocon and Biocon Biologics, has been 
elected as a fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) in Scotland. She will be joining RSE’s 
current fellowship of around 1,700 fellows who are recognised as being some of the greatest 
researchers and practitioners working in or with Scotland. 

 RSE is one of the world’s oldest and most respected academic societies. Fellows are elected to 
join the RSE from across the fields of science, arts, education, business and public life in 
recognition of their impact in improving the world around them. The Biocon chief is among the 
80 luminaries to be appointed to the RSE’s Fellowship this year. 

 
Stoltenberg extends NATO term by a year amid Ukraine crisis 

 According to a NATO statement, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) extended 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg’s tenure by a year until September 30, 2023. 

 After a NATO conference in Brussels, US President Joe Biden and other NATO leaders decided to 
extend Stoltenberg’s tenure. 

 In October 2014, Stoltenberg, a former Norwegian prime minister, was named NATO Secretary-
General. In September 2021, his term was set to end. 

 I am honoured by #NATO Heads of State and Government’s decision to extend my term as 
Secretary-General until September 30, 2023. “We remain united to keep our Alliance strong and 
our people safe as we face the greatest security crisis in a century,” Stoltenberg tweeted. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Ahmedabad IIM sets up retail tech consortium with Flipkart and other partners 

 The Indian Institute of Management (IIM) in Ahmedabad’s Centre for Digital Transformation 
recently launched a retail tech consortium, with intentions to partner with a number of retail and 
technology companies in India. The consortium, according to the centre, will strive to improve 
collaboration among retail technology firms in the country. 

 Flipkart has joined the consortium as a main partner for the first year, bringing its industry 
knowledge, experience, and consumer insights into the internet ecosystem to the table. 

 This collaboration would bring neutral customer perspectives on retail digitalization to the fore, 
allowing merchants to better understand their customers. 

 The retail industry has experienced considerable change in the two years after the outbreak 
began. Retail digitalisation has occurred at a rapid speed, affecting both online and traditional 
businesses. 

 
RANKING 

Gujarat again tops Export Preparedness Index of NITI Aayog 

 Gujarat topped Niti Aayog’s Export Preparedness Index 2021, followed by Maharashtra and 
Karnataka in second and third place, respectively. Gujarat has topped the Niti Aayog rankings for 
the second year in a row “s Export Preparedness Index 2021, which is intended to assess states’ 
preparation in terms of export potential and performance. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 According to the government think tank, Gujarat was followed by Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, and Telengana “s 
document. Union territories and states such as Lakshadweep, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, 
Ladakh, and Meghalaya ranked worst.   

 NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar, speaking at the launch of the study, claimed that India’s 
exports are growing at 36%, while global trade is growing at 30%. “ 

 After a long time, we will see India’s share of world goods trade increase from 1.6 to 1.7 
percent,” he added, adding that sectors such as cars, electrical machinery, and iron and steel 
contributed to the expansion. 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘The Little Book of Joy’ authored by Dalai Lama & Desmond Tutu 

 A picture book edition co-authored by Nobel Peace Prize winners 14th Dalai Lama (Tenzin 
Gyatso) & Archbishop Desmond Tutu, titled “The Little Book of Joy” will be released in 
September 2022. The illustrations provided by artist Rafael López and Rachel Neumann & 
Douglas Abrams collaborated on the text. This book focuses on the meaning of true happiness, 
which is not in the materialistic world but lies in the nature of human beings. 

 In 2016, they also co-authored the book titled “The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing 
World”, which became a bestseller & sold more than 1 million copies and translated into more 
than 40 languages. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

FinMapp Gets Licence To Sell NPS, Insurance From PFRDA And IrdaI 

 FinMapp, a financial services firm, announced that it has been granted a licence under the 
National Pension Scheme by the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). 
It has also obtained a registration certificate as a corporate agent from the Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority of India (Irdai). 

 On its app, the organisation offers a variety of financial goods, from mutual funds to bank 
accounts. “A one-stop marketplace for all financial products made digitally available by 
prominent banks, NBFCs, insurance companies, mutual funds institutions, and capital markets,” 
according to the company.” 

 The licences would allow FinMapp to provide insurance and NPS products to its clients as a 
verified seller, allowing the company to extend its customer base, according to the company’s 
statement. 

 In the next months, the company will make NPS available as an investment tool on its app. 
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NATIONAL 
Centre Aims To Create 220 New Airports By 2025; Plans ₹1 Lakh Crore Investment In 2-3 Yrs 

 Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia stated that the Government has set a target of 
building 220 new airports by 2025, citing the Civil Aviation industry as a critical component of 
India’s economy. In response to the Civil Aviation Ministry’s requests for grants for 2022-23, 
Scindia stated that India has made progress in both domestic and foreign travel during the 
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COVID-19 period. “Cargo flights for perishable food items will be boosted by 30% in the next few 
years, with 133 new flights,” he stated. 

 Scindia stated that the pilot licence will be simplified in the coming days using cutting-edge 
technologies. The government intends to build 33 new domestic freight ports, 15 new pilot 
training schools, more jobs, and a stronger focus on the drone industry. 

 In the last seven days, the minister informed the House that 3.82 lakh passengers travelled by 
air. 

 The minister informed the House that women make up 15% of the country’s entire pilot force. 
Another illustration of women’s empowerment is this. In the last 20-25 years, the aviation 
business has seen significant transformations.” 

 
Indian Psychiatric Society national conference to begin in Visakhapatnam on March 24 

 The 73rd Annual National Conference of Indian Psychiatric Society (ANCIPS) has been organized 
in Visakhapatnam from today to the 26th of March. Experts from various parts of India and a few 
from abroad are participating in the three-day conference held at Vizag Conventions at 
Madhurawada. The last national conference was held 37 years ago in Visakhapatnam. 

 The focus areas would be on drug and alcohol abuse in society, stress among students and 
growing incidence of suicides, depression and anxiety, old-age problems and dementia. The 
national conference, being hosted jointly by IPS, A.P. State branch, Government Hospital Mental 
Care and Visakha Psychiatric Society, will be inaugurated by Justice P. Laxmana Reddy, Lokayukta 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

 
 OBITUARY 

Former Chief Justice of India RC Lahoti dies at 81 
 Former Chief Justice of India Ramesh Chandra Lahoti passed away at the age of 81 years. Justice 

Lahoti was appointed as the 35th chief justice of India on June 1, 2004. He retired on November 
1, 2005. 

 Born on November 1, 1940, he joined the Bar in Guna district in 1960 and enrolled as an 
advocate in 1962. He was recruited directly to the bench in April 1977, from the Bar to the State 
Higher Judicial Service and was appointed as a district and sessions judge. 

 After serving in the post for a year, Justice Lohati resigned in May 1978 and returned to the Bar 
to practice mainly in the High Court. 

 He was appointed an additional judge of the Madhya Pradesh High Court on May 3, 1988, and 
made a permanent judge on August 4 the next year. 

 
 APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

CSB Bank appoints Pralay Mondal as interim MD & CEO from Apr. 1 
 The Reserve Bank of India has approved the appointment of Pralay Mondal as the interim 

Managing Director and CEO of CSB Bank. Presently he is the Managing Director at CSB Bank. The 
post of MD and CEO at CSB Bank was lying vacant after its full-time MD and CEO, C V R Rajendran 
announces early retirement on health grounds (w.e.f March 31, 2022). RBI has approved the 
appointment of Pralay for three months from April 1, or till the appointment of a regular 
Managing Director and CEO of CSB Bank, whichever is earlier. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade 2022: 
25th March 

 International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade is 
marked on 25 March every year to raise awareness about the dangers of racism and prejudice. 
The Day is observed with ceremonies and activities at United Nations Headquarters in New York 
and at United Nations offices around the world. 

 2022 Theme: “Stories of Courage: Resistance to Slavery and Unity against Racism”. 
 International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade is 

a United Nations international observance designated in 2007 to be marked on 25 March every 
year. It was first observed in 2008 with the theme “Breaking the Silence, Lest We Forget”. 

 
International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members 2022: 25th March 

 The United Nations observes the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff 
Members on 25 March every year. This is a day to mobilize action, demand justice and 
strengthen our resolve to protect UN staff and peacekeepers, as well as our colleagues in the 
non-governmental community and the press. 

 The International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members has taken on even 
greater importance in recent years, as attacks against the United Nations intensify. This is a day 
to mobilize action, demand justice and strengthen our resolve to protect UN staff and 
peacekeepers, as well as our colleagues in the non-governmental community and the press. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Lt Governor addresses Gulf Countries’ Investment Summit at Srinagar 
 Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has addressed the Gulf Countries’ Investment Summit at 

SKICC, Srinagar which is aimed at providing a platform for the foreign business delegates to 
explore a host of investment opportunities in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir. The Lt Governor 
highlighted the scope for J&K and GCC companies’ economic cooperation to make Jammu and 
Kashmir the most beautiful investment destination in the world. 

 The visit of CEOs of top companies, entrepreneurs, start-up representatives, exporters in Jammu 
and Kashmir is an expression of confidence of the industry leaders in the potential for business 
cooperation between J&K and Gulf countries. The development of the power sector, trade, 
horticulture, rural infrastructure, roads and air links, medical education and health services, 
Industrial Training Institutes, Information Technology and storage facilities for the products are 
the diverse areas that have been addressed. 

 
IIT Madras and TCS partner to launch M.Tech in Industrial Artificial Intelligence 

 The Indian Institute of Technology Madras has teamed up with Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
to offer a web-based, user-friendly programme on “Industrial AI,” aimed at upskilling employees 
and incorporating AI applications to industrial concerns. 

 IIT M will provide the 18-month programme, which was developed in collaboration with TCS, in a 
wholly online live teaching method via virtual classrooms. TCS students will make up the 
program’s initial cohort. 
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 This programme, established in conjunction with TCS, will offer strong theoretical courses and 
labs covering significant issues in data science and AI.” 

 Theoretical courses will address essential mathematical approaches needed to comprehend data 
science algorithms, time series analysis, multivariate data analysis, machine learning, deep 
learning, and reinforcement learning.” 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

ICICI Bank partners with Chennai Super Kings, launches co-branded credit card 
 ICICI Bank announced that it has partnered with Chennai Super Kings (CSK), one of India’s most 

successful cricket teams, to introduce a co-branded credit card. The card, dubbed the ‘Chennai 
Super Kings ICICI Bank Credit Card,’ has been expressly developed with a range of exclusive perks 
for the iconic team’s millions of cricket fans. 

 The new card is part of a limited-edition line of co-branded credit cards offered by the Bank to 
allow sports fans to interact with their favourite teams while also taking advantage of credit card 
features. 

 The new card is another addition to an exclusive set of co-branded credit cards offered by the 
Bank to enable sports enthusiasts to connect with their favourite teams as well as avail benefits 
of a credit card. 

 ICICI Bank and Manchester United, a professional football club in England, launched a co-
branded credit card four years ago. 

 
HDFC Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank and Axis Bank acquire 7.84% stake each in ONDC 

 HDFC Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, and Axis Bank have each purchased a 7.84 percent stake in 
ONDC, an open public digital infrastructure framework business. 

 Each of the three banks has put in Rs 10 crore in the company. 
 In a regulatory statement on Wednesday, HDFC Bank said it now owns 7.84 percent of ONDC’s 

equity share capital after allotting 10 lakh equity shares for Rs 10 crore. 
 “Kotak Mahindra Bank has subscribed to 10,00,000 equity shares of Open Network for Digital 

Commerce (ONDC) for Rs 10 crore, translating into an equity shareholding of 7.84 percent in 
ONDC as of March 22,,” according to another filing. 

 Axis Bank said in a separate filing that ONDC allotted 10,00,000 equity shares with a face value of 
Rs 100 apiece for a consideration of Rs 10 crore on March 22. 

 The bank now owns 7.84 percent of ONDC following the allotment. 
 The lenders stated that their investment in ONDC is intended to assist in the development and 

transformation of the Indian digital commerce ecosystem. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Kuwaiti becomes hottest place on earth, temperature reaches 53.2 degrees Celsius 

 Kuwait reached a scorching temperature of 53.2 degrees Celsius (127.7 degrees Fahrenheit), 
making it among the hottest places on earth. It was so hot in Kuwait last summer that birds 
dropped dead from the sky. Sea horses boiled to death in the bay. Dead clams coated the rocks, 
their shells popped open like they’d been steamed. 
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 The country continues to burn oil for electricity and ranks among the top global carbon emitters 
per capita, according to the World Resources Institute. As asphalt melts on highways, Kuwaitis 
bundle up for bone-chilling air-conditioning in malls. Renewable energy accounts for less than 1 
per cent of demand – far below Kuwait’s target of 15 per cent by 2030. 

 
 NATIONAL 

Nagaland state becomes first paperless Assembly by implementing National e-Vidhan Application 
programme 

 Nagaland has created history by becoming the first State Assembly in the country to implement 
the National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) programme to become completely paperless. The 
Nagaland Assembly Secretariat has attached a tablet or e-book on each table in the 60 members’ 
assembly amid the ongoing Budget session. 

 NeVA is a work-flow system deployed on NIC Cloud, MeghRaj which helps the Chair of the House 
to conduct the proceedings of the House smoothly and to conduct Legislative Business of the 
House in a Paperless manner. 

 NeVA is a device neutral and member-centric application created to equip them to handle 
diverse House Business smartly by putting entire information regarding member contact details, 
rules of procedure, list of business, notices, bulletins, bills, starred/unstarred questions and 
answers, papers laid, committee reports etc. in their handheld devices/ tablets and equip all 
Legislatures/Departments to handle it efficiently. 

 
Narasinghapettai Nagaswaram, the classical musical instrument gets GI tag 

 Geographical Indication tag has been awarded to the Narasingapettai Nagaswaram under the 
category of musical instruments of class 15. Narasinghapettai nagaswaram is a classical wind 
music instrument that is traditionally made in a village near Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. 

 On behalf of Thanjavur Musical Instruments Workers Co-operative Cottage Industrial Society 
Limited, the application for receiving the GI tag was filed by Tamil Nadu’s Nodal Officer for GI 
Registration of Products. 

 The nagaswaram that is being used by artists nowadays is named pari nagaswaram and that is 
longer than the thimiri. This musical instrument has a body that is cylindrical in shape and takes 
the shape of a bell at the bottom. This form of the nagaswaram provides volume and tone. The 
instrument’s length is two and a half feet. 

 
 OBITUARY 

Bangladesh's ex-interim president Shahabuddin Ahmed passes away 
 Shahabuddin Ahmed, the former President of Bangladesh has passed away at the age of 92 in 

Dhaka, Bangladesh. He was the interim head of state as the consensus nominee of all parties 
amid a mass upsurge in 1990 to topple ex-military dictator HM Ershad. Shahabuddin Ahmed also 
served as the President of Bangladesh from 1996 to 2001. He was responsible for holding a “free 
and credible” election in the country in February 1991.  
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APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 
Pushkar Dhami sworn in as Uttarakhand CM 

 Pushkar Singh Dhami has taken oath as 11th Chief Minister of Uttarakhand. He will take over the 
reins of the state for the second time in a row. Governor Lieutenant General Gurmit Singh 
administered him the oath of office and secrecy at the Parade Ground in Dehradun. 

 The BJP contested the Assembly elections under Dhami’s leadership and secured a comfortable 
majority in the 70-member House, winning 47 seats. Dhami, who lost from the Khatima 
constituency in the Uttarakhand, led the party’s poll effort as Chief Minister during the assembly 
polls held last month. 

 The son of an ex-serviceman, Dhami was born in 1975 in Kanalichhina village in Pithoragarh 
district. He holds a law degree and worked as a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) volunteer. 
He also had been a member of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). Dhami served as 
the president of BJP Yuva Morcha in Uttarakhand twice between 2002 and 2008. He is believed 
to be a protege of former Uttarakhand Chief Minister Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Tuberculosis Day 2022:24th March 
 World Tuberculosis Day is observed every year on 24 March to create awareness among the 

public about the global epidemic of tuberculosis (TB) and efforts to eliminate the disease. The 
date marks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch announced that he had discovered the 
bacterium that causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing and curing this disease. 

 The theme of World TB Day 2022 – ‘Invest to End TB. Save Lives.’ –conveys the urgent need to 
invest resources to ramp up the fight against TB and achieve the commitments to end TB made 
by global leaders. 

 Tuberculosis (TB) is a potentially serious infectious disease that mainly affects your lungs. The 
bacteria that cause tuberculosis are spread from one person to another through tiny droplets 
released into the air via coughs and sneezes. 

  
International Day for the Right to the Truth 2022: 24th March 

 United Nations has recognised March 24 to be observed as the International Day for the Right to 
the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims every year. 
The day aims to pay tribute to those who have devoted their lives or lost their lives in, the 
struggle to promote and protect human rights for all. 

 This day is observed on 24th March every year to pay tribute to “Monsignor Óscar Arnulfo 
Romero” as he was murdered on 24 March 1980. He was actively engaged in criticizing violations 
of the human rights of the most vulnerable individuals in El Salvador. The day was proclaimed by 
the United Nations in December 2010, to say no to all forms of violence, injustice and oppression 
against humanity. 
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 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
Abel prize for 2022 goes to American mathematician Dennis P. Sullivan 

 The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters has awarded the Abel Prize for the year 2022 to 
American Mathematician Dennis Parnell Sullivan. The citation mentions that the award has been 
given, “For his groundbreaking contributions to topology in its broadest sense, and in particular 
its algebraic, geometric and dynamical aspects.” 

 Topology is a field of mathematics which was born in the nineteenth century and has to do with 
properties of surfaces that do not change when they are deformed. Topologically, a circle and a 
square are the same; similarly, surfaces of a doughnut and a coffee mug with one handle are 
topologically equivalent, however, the surface of a sphere and a coffee mug are not equivalent. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Fitch cuts FY23 growth forecast to 8.5%, cites soaring energy prices 
 Fitch Ratings has slashed India’s GDP growth forecast for the fiscal FY 2022-2023 to 8.5 per cent 

in its Global economic Outlook-March 2022. Earlier this rate was estimated at 10.3%. The 
downwards projection is due to sharply higher energy prices because of the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war. The Rating agency Fitch has revised upwards the GDP growth forecast for the 
current fiscal FY 2021-2022, by 0.6 percentage points to 8.7 percent. 

 With the Omicron wave subsiding quickly, containment measures have been scaled back, setting 
the stage for a pick-up in GDP growth momentum in the June quarter this year. 

 
PhonePe acquires freelance entrepreneur network GigIndia to strengthen enterprise offerings 

 PhonePe, a digital payments and financial services company, has acquired GigIndia, a network 
for independent micro-entrepreneurs based in Pune. PhonePe will be able to integrate 1.5 
million entrepreneurs and over 100 businesses as customers, in addition to its own employees, 
as a result of the acquisition. PhonePe will use GigIndia’s network of freelancing 
microentrepreneurs to assist corporations and businesses in expanding their customer bases and 
distribution channels. 

 PhonePe’s key services are payments and financial services, and the Walmart-owned company 
has a 47 percent share of monthly Unified Payments Interface (UPI) volumes. 

 UPI is the platform’s primary client acquisition channel, allowing it to cross-sell revenue-
generating items such as mutual funds, gold, and insurance to customers while also facilitating 
bill payments. 

 PhonePe’s acquisition of GigIndia, on the other hand, is a departure from the firm’s main 
operations, as it will allow the company to use GigIndia’s network of freelance 
microentrepreneurs to assist corporates and companies in acquiring more clients and scaling up 
their distribution channels. 
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NATIONAL 
West Bengal celebrates Dol Utsav, welcomes spring season 

 West Bengal celebrated the ‘Dol Utsav’ or ‘Dol Jatra’, the festival of colours, marking the onset of 
the spring season. The festival is dedicated to Lord Krishna and Radha and celebrated on full 
moon day. It also marks the last festival of the year as per the Bengali calendar. In the Eastern 
region of India, the festival of spring is celebrated as Dol Jatra, Dol Purnima, Dol Utsav, and 
Basanta Utsav. The majestic festival is celebrated by throwing ‘gulaal’ or ‘aabir’ on others and by 
singing and dancing in cultural programs. 

 
Indian Coast Guard’s fifth offshore patrol vessel Saksham commissioned in Goa 

 Defence Secretary of India, Dr Ajay Kumar has commissioned the Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) 
Saksham. The fifth in the series of 105-metre Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) class, at Goa. The 
first four of the five ICGS which have already been commissioned in 2020 are ICGS Sachet (1st); 
ICGS Sujeet (2nd); ICGS Sarthak (3rd); and ICGS Sajag (4th) in 2021. 

 The Indigenous Offshore Patrol Vessel Project was launched by the Prime Minister of India in 
2016 under which five Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) were 
planned to be launched. 

 
Indian Army contingent arrives in Seychelles for 9th edition of Exercise Lamitiye 

 The 9th edition of the Joint Military Exercise ‘LAMITIYE-2022’ between the Indian Army and 
Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF) was held from March 22 to 31, 2022 at Seychelles Defence 
Academy (SDA), Seychelles. The Indian Army contingent will be represented by the 2/3 GORKHA 
RIFLES group (PIRKANTHI Battalion). 

 Exercise LAMITIYE is a biennial training event, been conducted in Seychelles since 2001. The 
objective of this joint training exercise is to build and promote bilateral military relations, sharing 
experiences gained during various operations; exchanging skills and good practices between 
both armies. 

 
 SPORTS 

Hyderabad FC wins maiden cup as Kerala's trophy drought continues 
 Hyderabad FC has clinched their maiden Indian Super League title after defeating Kerala Blasters 

in the penalty shoot-out in the summit clash. Goalkeeper Laxmikant Kattimani made three 
stunning saves. Hyderabad beat Kerala 3-1 in the shoot-out after the match ended 1-1 in the 
regulation and extra time. 

 For Hyderabad, Joao Victor, Khassa Camara and Halicharan Narzary scored while only Ayush 
Adhikari found the target in the shoot-out as Kerala suffered heartbreak for the third time in the 
finals. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Meteorological Day 2022: 23rd march 
 World Meteorological Day is celebrated globally on March 23rd every year. The day is celebrated 

as the establishment of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and it concentrates on 
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the behaviour of Earth’s atmosphere. The day also helps people be aware of their role in 
protecting Earth’s atmosphere. World Meteorological Day is a significant day as it focuses on the 
global acknowledgement of different issues of planet earth. The day is conducted by raising 
awareness about multiple concerns of the Earth around the globe. 

 World Meteorological Day is celebrated with a different motto every year. This year World 
Meteorological Day is celebrated keeping the theme of Early Warning and Early Action. 

  
Shaheed Diwas 2022: 23rd March 

 Every year, the Nation was observed on March 23rd as Martyrs Day (Shaheed Diwas or 
Sarvodaya Day). The day was observed to pay tribute to the death anniversary of the freedom 
fighters Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru, who laid their lives for the 
freedom of India. Also, 30 January is observed as Martyr’s Day or Shaheed Diwas in the memory 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 On March 23, three heroes of our nation were hanged to death, namely Bhagat Singh, Shivaram 
Rajguru, and Sukhdev Thapar by the British. No doubt, they also sacrificed their lives for the 
welfare of our nation. These heroes fought for the welfare of people and sacrificed their lives for 
the same cause. For many young Indians, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev have become a source 
of inspiration. Even during British rule, their sacrifice urged many people to come forth and fight 
for their freedom. Therefore, in order to homage to the three of these revolutionaries, India has 
commemorated March 23 as Shaheed Diwas. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

The inspiring architect from Burkina Faso who lifted world's biggest prize 
 Architect, educator and social activist Francis kéré has been announced as the 2022 laureate of 

the Pritzker architecture prize 2022, the award often referred to as architecture’s highest 
honour. He was born in the small village of gando in Burkina Faso, kéré is the first black architect 
to win the coveted award. 

 Established by the Hyatt Foundation in 1979, the Pritzker architecture prize is bestowed on 
architects whose built work demonstrates a combination of talent, vision, and commitment. in 
2021, the award went to French architects Anne Lacaton and Jean-Philippe Vassal while in 2020 
saw Shelley McNamara and Yvonne Farrell of Grafton architects were honoured. 

 
 RANKING 

India ranks 51st in global list of annual rise in housing prices 
 India has improved its rank by five spots to be placed at 51st position in the ‘Global House Price 

Index Q4 2021’ released by property consultant Knight Frank. India was placed at 56th position in 
Q4 of 2020. India witnessed a 2.1 per cent annual appreciation in housing price rates during the 
October-December quarter of 2021 against Q4 of 2020. 

 Turkey saw the highest annual price growth rate by 59.6 per cent in Q4 2021. 
 New Zealand (22.6 per cent), Czech Republic (22.1 per cent), Slovakia (22.1 per cent) and 

Australia (21.8 per cent) are among the top 5 countries respectively in the latest research report. 
 Malaysia, Malta and Morocco markets recorded a decline in housing prices by 0.7 per cent, 3.1 

per cent and 6.3 per cent, respectively, in the year 2021. 
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 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Cricketing legend G.R. Vishwanath launches his autobiography titled ‘Wrist Assured’ 
 Former Indian cricket captain Gundappa Ranganatha Vishwanath has penned his autobiography 

titled “Wrist Assured: An Autobiography”, co-authored by senior journalist R Kaushik. The book 
traces the cricketing journey of Gundappa Vishwanath who played Test Cricket for India between 
1969 and 1986, making 91 appearances and scoring more than 6000 runs. 

 Former Indian cricketers Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavaskar released the book at the ceremony held 
on the first day of the 2nd day/night Test between India and Sri Lanka in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
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Serdar Berdimuhamedow sworn in as Turkmen president 

 Serdar Berdimuhamedow has been sworn in as the President of Turkmenistan. 
Berdimuhamedow succeeds his father and former president Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, who 
became president in 2006 and served till 2022. It must be noted that the presidential elections in 
Turkmenistan are held every seven years. Serdar Berdymukhamedov, secured 72.97 per cent of 
the votes election to lead the gas-rich country. 

 
 SPORTS 

2022 BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament 
 The 2022 BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, also known as the 2022 Indian Wells Masters, 

was held from March 07 to 20, 2022 at Indian Wells, California, US. The BNP Paribas Open is the 
largest two-week combined event outside of the four Grand Slams and the most-attended WTA 
1000 and ATP World Tour Masters 1000 tennis tournament in the world. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

N Biren Singh takes oath as Manipur chief minister for second term 
 Senior BJP leader N Biren Singh took the oath as Chief Minister of Manipur for a second 

consecutive five-year term on March 21, 2022. The ruling BJP party contested all 60 seats in the 
Manipur Assembly election in 2022 and won 32 seats. Nongthombam (N) Biren Singh started his 
career as a footballer, then turned to journalism, before joining politics. 

 In the recently held Assembly polls, the BJP won an absolute majority by winning 32 seats in the 
60-member House. Moreover, the Janata Dal (United), the NPF, the newly formed Kuki People’s 
Alliance (KPA) and two Independent MLAs have extended their unconditional support to the 
saffron party. The JD(U) won six seats, NPF won five and the KPA won two seats. 

 
Indian economist Jayati Ghosh named by UN to high-level advisory board on multilateralism 

 United Nations (UN) Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres has announced the appointment of 
Indian development economist Jayati Ghosh as a member of the UN’s newly established Advisory 
Board on Effective Multilateralism. The 12-member high-level advisory board on effective 
multilateralism will be co-chaired by former Liberian president and Nobel laureate Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf and former Swedish prime minister Stefan Lofven. 
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 The new advisory board will be asked to build on the ideas in Our Common Agenda including the 
centrality of women and girls, and the need to take into account the interests of young people 
and future generations to make concrete suggestions for more effective multilateral 
arrangements across a range of key global issues. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Poetry Day 2022:21st March 
 On 21st March, World Poetry Day is celebrated every year to recognise the unique ability of 

poetry to capture the creative spirit of the human mind. World Poetry Day celebrates one of 
humanity’s most treasured forms of cultural and linguistic expression and identity. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopted this day 
during UNESCO’s 30th session in Paris in 1999 with the aim of supporting linguistic diversity 
through poetic expression and increasing the opportunity for endangered languages to be heard. 
Some countries also celebrate World Poetry Day on October 15 to mark the birthday of Virgil, a 
Roman poet who is famous for his epic Aeneid. 

 
World Down Syndrome Day 2022: 21st March 

 World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD) is observed every year on 21 March. It is a global campaign 
that is observed annually to spread awareness about Down Syndrome. The Day is 
commemorated as a global initiative to increase awareness about hereditary disorders. An 
individual with Down Syndrome has an extra chromosome. 

 The theme of World Down Syndrome Day this year is “Inclusion Means”. It calls for making 
efforts to include people with down syndrome in all matters of life and not discriminate against 
them. 

 World Water Day 2022: 21st March 
 World Water Day is celebrated globally on 22nd March every year. The day aims to highlight the 

importance of freshwater. It is used to advocate for the sustainable management of freshwater 
resources. This 2022, the focus is groundwater, an invisible resource with an impact visible 
everywhere. Relevant issues include water scarcity, water pollution, inadequate water supply, 
lack of sanitation, and the impacts of climate change that are looked upon on this day. 

 The World Water Day theme 2022 is “Groundwater, Making the Invisible Visible”. Groundwater 
is a crucial resource that provides almost half of all drinkable water across the world. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Neeraj Chopra wins Sportsman of the Year (Track and Field) award at Sportstar Aces 2022 
 Tokyo Olympic gold medallist, Neeraj Chopra claimed the coveted ‘Sportstar of the Year (Male)’ 

award at the 2022 Sportstar Aces Awards. Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu, who claimed the silver 
medal at the Tokyo Olympics, received the ‘Sportstar of the Year (Female)’ award. The Aces 
Awards celebrate the spirit of excellence in sport and hope to inspire our athletes and 
sportspersons to continue to strive to break new records and reach new pinnacles of glory. 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “More than Just Surgery: Life Lessons Beyond the OT” authored by Dr Tehemton Erach Udwadia 
 Padma Awardee Dr Tehemton Erach Udwadia has authored a new book titled “More than Just 

Surgery: Life Lessons Beyond the OT”, a personal account of people, incidents, mentors, failures, 
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and absurdities against the backdrop of surgery. The book maps the journey of Dr Tehemton 
Erach Udwadia from his student years through residency, research, surgical practice and surgical 
teaching as a means of sharing the lessons he learned. 

 Dr Tehemton Erach Udwadia, who hails from Mumbai, is a general and gastrointestinal surgeon. 
He was the first surgeon in India to introduce laparoscopy in surgery in 1972 and he was the first 
to perform laparoscopic surgery in the developing world in 1990. He is widely known as the 
‘Father of laparoscopy in India’. 

 The government of India honoured him with the Padma Shri in 2006 for Medicine and Padma 
Bhushan in 2017 for Medicine. He also received the Order of the British Empire (OBE) from 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2006. 

  
Book ‘Road to 1000’ released by Sportstar and The Hindu group 

 Sportstar and The Hindu group released a coffee-table book, ‘Road to 1000’, at the 2022 
Sportstar Aces Awards at The Taj Mahal Palace hotel. The book is a 520-page, special collection 
with 1000 pictures to commemorate Indian cricket’s journey. ‘Road to 1000’ was released by 
former India cricketers Sunil Gavaskar, Syed Kirmani, Dilip Vengsarkar, Mohammad Azharuddin, 
Chandrakant Pandit and Nilesh Kulkarni here. 

 On February 6, India played its 1,000th ODI against the West Indies in Ahmedabad, becoming the 
first team to record the feat. India’s World Cup triumphs in 1983 and 2011, under Kapil Dev and 
M. S. Dhoni respectively, remain the major highlights in Indian ODI history. Sportstar reporters 
and photographers travelled the world to cover the Indian cricket team in the 1980s and 1990s. 
This is the best tribute to Indian cricket. 
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Startups get up to 10 yrs for converting debt investment into equity 

 According to a news release from the DPIIT, the government has extended the deadline for 
companies to convert debt financing into equity shares by up to 10 years, a measure that is likely 
to provide comfort to emerging enterprises dealing with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Previously, convertible notes may be converted into equity shares for up to five years after the 
initial convertible note was issued. That time frame has now been increased to ten years. 

 During the investment, the investor is given the option of asking the startup to issue equity 
shares in the firm in exchange for the money they had previously invested as a loan/debt if the 
startup does well or meets certain performance benchmarks in the future. 

 Since its creation in 2017, convertible notes have become more viable financing vehicles for 
early-stage funding of businesses, according to experts. 

 
35th Surajkund International Crafts Mela commences in Haryana 

 The Governor of Haryana, Bandaru Dattatraya and Chief Minister of Haryana, Manohar Lal 
Khattar formally inaugurated the 35th edition of the world-famous Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela at Surajkund in Faridabad district of Haryana. The event is organized jointly by the 
Surajkund Mela Authority & Haryana Tourism in collaboration with Union Ministries of Tourism, 
Textiles, Culture and External Affairs. 
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 In 2022, the ‘Theme State’ in Jammu & Kashmir and Uzbekistan is the partner nation. 
 The Mela is open from March 19 to April 04, 2022. It provides an opportunity for artisans from all 

over India to showcase their talent and the richness and diversity of the handicrafts, handlooms, 
and cultural heritage of India. The Fair was first organized in 1987. Due to the Covid 19 
pandemic, the event could not be organised in the year 2021. 

 
 SPORTS 

Ferrari's Charles Leclerc wins F1 season-opening Bahrain GP 
 Charles Leclerc (Ferrari- Monaco) has won the Formula One Bahrain Grand Prix 2022 at the 

Bahrain International Circuit, a motor racing circuit in the west of Bahrain. Carlos Sainz Jr. (Ferrari 
– Spain) came second while Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) came third. This was the 
first Formula One race of 2022. 

  
Pankaj Advani wins Asian Billiards title for eighth time 

 Indian cueist Pankaj Advani has defeated Dhruv Sitwala to win his eighth title at the 19th Asian 
100 UP Billiards Championship 2022. It was held in Doha, Qatar. Overall this is Advani’s 24th 
international title and 8th Asian crown. Earlier, Advani had held off the stiff challenge of Pauk Sa 
of Myanmar to secure a spot in the final. He managed a 5-4 win after his opponent fought back 
strongly to level the match at four frames each. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

CRPF celebrates 83rd Raising Day on 19th March 2022 
 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has celebrated its 83rd Raising Day with zeal and ceremonial 

fervour on 19 March 2022. The 83rd Raising Day parade was organised at the Maulana Azad 
Stadium in Jammu. This was for the first time that the CRPF celebrated its Raising Day outside 
the national capital. Union Home Minister Amit Shah took the salute at the parade and also 
presented the Gallantry medals and trophies for exceptional achievements in different 
categories to CRPF personnel. 

 The CRPF came into existence on July 27, 1939, as Crown Representative’s Police. It was 
renamed the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) on December 28, 1949, upon the enactment of 
the CRPF Act. 

 On March 19, 1950, the then Home Minister, Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel presented Presidential 
colours to the CRPF for its commendable services, following which CRPF started celebrating the 
day as their Raising Day. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

NMDC signs pact with IIT Kharagpur for drone-based mineral exploration 
 The country’s largest iron ore producer, NMDC Ltd, has signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) for drone-based mineral research with IIT Kharagpur. The National Mining and 
Development Corporation (NMDC)is increasingly dependent on technical innovation and the 
digitisation of its exploration and mining database. The government has taken the first step in 
regulating and monitoring drone usage and operations in India, which are now employed in 
agriculture, urban planning, forestry, mining, disaster management, surveillance, and 
transportation, among other industries. 
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 NMDC and IIT Kharagpur will collaborate to create spectrum products, methodologies, and 
algorithms for drone (UAV) mining exploration. 

 The collaboration will also lead to the development of software spectral tools for mineral 
excavation and mining technology capacity-building programmes. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

India's Suresh Raina gets 'Sports Icon' award from Maldives govt 
 Former India cricketer Suresh Raina has been awarded the prestigious ‘Sports Icon’ award at the 

Maldives Sports Awards 2022. The Maldives government felicitated Raina for his various 
achievements throughout his career. Raina was nominated alongside 16 international 
sportspersons, including former Real Madrid player Roberto Carlos, Jamaican Sprinter Asafa 
Powell, former Sri Lankan captain and cricketer Sanath Jayasuriya and Dutch football legend 
Edgar Davids among others. 

 Raina is known for aiding the Indian cricket team to its World Cup glory back in 2011 and has also 
won the Indian Premier League(IPL) trophy four times with the Chennai Super Kings(CSK) 
franchise. He is the first Indian player to score 6000 as well as 8000 runs in a Twenty20 career 
and the first-ever cricketer to reach 5,000 runs in IPL. He also holds the record for scoring the 
most fifties in Champions League T20 history. 

 
 RANKING 

World Happiness Report: India among ‘unhappiest’ nations, languishes at 136th spot 
 India has improved its rank by three spots to acquire 136th position in the United Nations’ World 

Happiness Report for the year 2022, which ranked 146 countries. In 2021, India’s rank was 139. 
Finland has topped the 2022 World Happiness Report, for the fifth continuous year. Afghanistan 
has been ranked as the unhappiest country in the world, at 146th position. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

UPI lite announced for offline transactions 
 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) designed the “UPI Lite – On-Device wallet” (“UPI 

Lite”) functionality for UPI users for small value transactions. About 75% of the total volume of 
retail transactions (including cash) in India are below Rs 100 transaction value. Further, 50% of 
the total UPI transactions are having a transaction value of up to Rs 200/-. To easily process such 
small value transactions, NPCI has launched this facility of “UPI Lite”. 

 UPI Lite will process transactions in near offline mode i.e. debit offline and credit online, and at a 
later point, UPI Lite will process transactions in complete offline mode i.e. debit and credit both 
offline. 

 The upper limit of a UPI Lite payment transaction shall be Rs. 200. The total limit of UPI Lite 
balance for an “On-device wallet” shall be Rs. 2,000 at any point of time. 

 Replenishment of funds in UPI Lite shall only be allowed in online mode with additional factor 
authentication (AFA) or using UPI AutoPay which has been registered by the User in online mode 
with AFA. 

 
BPCL becomes the first company to offer digital payment to non-internet users 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), a ‘Maharatna’ and Fortune Global 500 company, 
has teamed up with UltraCash Technologies Pvt. Ltd. to provide BharatGas customers with a 
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voice-based digital payment option for booking LPG cylinders. Customers who do not have 
access to a smartphone or the internet can use this feature to book cylinders and pay via the ‘UPI 
123PAY’ system. Customers can call the common number 080 4516 3554 from a non-internet 
phone to reserve a BharatGas cylinder for themselves or for friends in simple steps and in a 
secure manner thanks to the collaboration with Ultra Cash. 

 Around 4 crore BharatGas customers in rural India will benefit from the implementation of this 
option. 

 After the RBI Governor announced the launch of UPI 123PAY last week, BPCL is the first company 
in India to offer their service to consumers. UltraCash is a mobile payment app created by 
UltraCash Technologies Pvt Ltd and approved by India’s National Payment Corporation (NPCI). 
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Rajnath Singh inaugurates new flight control system integration facility to develop avionics for AMCA 

 Shri Rajnath Singh, Defence Minister, inaugurated a seven-story Flight Control System (FCS) 
Integration facility at the Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), a DRDO laboratory in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. Pilots of combat aircraft will also receive simulator training at the 
complex. It is one of the most essential components of the complex, according to Shri Rajnath 
Singh. 

 The state-of-the-art complex was built in a record-breaking 45 days using in-house hybrid 
technology that included traditional, pre-engineered, and precast methods. The technique was 
developed by DRDO in collaboration with M/s Larsen & Toubro (L&T). 

 IIT Madras and IIT Roorkee teams examined the design and provided technical help. 
 This FCS facility would help ADE, Bengaluru, with its research and development operations for 

developing avionics for fighter aircraft and FCS for Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft. 
  
Four US soldiers die during NATO training exercise in Norway 

 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has organised the massive military drill ‘Cold 
Response 2022’ in Norway from March 14, 2022, and will continue till April 01, 2022. The 
exercise is held in Norway every second year, for NATO Allies and partners. Cold Response is a 
long-planned and defensive exercise where Norway and its allies exercise in defending Norway 
against external threats. The exercise has been planned and informed about long before the war 
in Ukraine. 

 The Norwegian-led exercise provides an opportunity to train together in cold weather conditions 
over challenging terrain and demonstrates NATO’s ability to respond decisively to any threat, 
from any direction. Around 30,000 troops from 27 nations are taking part in the 2022 edition of 
the exercise, with about 220 aircraft and more than 50 vessels. This is the largest ‘Cold Response’ 
being exercise conducted in Norway since the 1980s. 

 
 NATIONAL 

Coaches of India's first rapid rail unveiled, to be used in Delhi-Meerut Rapid Rail corridor 
 The coaches for the Delhi-Meerut Rapid Rail Corridor were launched by the National Capital 

Regional Transport Corporation (NCRTC). In the following months, deliveries of these semi-high-
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speed aerodynamic trainsets with dispersed power will begin. A total of 210 cars will be 
delivered from the Savli manufacturing factory for the first Regional Rapid Transit System 
corridor. 

 It consists of trainsets providing regional transit services on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut line as 
well as local transit services in Meerut. In the present year, the NCRTC will start the trial runs on 
the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor’s Priority Section. 

 The RRTS is a first-of-its-kind system in which trains running at 180 kmph will run every 5–10 
minutes and cover the distance between Delhi and Meerut in 55 minutes with 14 stops. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

TCS re-appoints Rajesh Gopinathan as MD and CEO for five years 
 The board of IT major, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has announced the re-appointment of 

Rajesh Gopinathan as the Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the 
company for five years. His second term will begin from February 21, 2022, to February 20, 2027. 
Rajesh Gopinathan was first appointed as the CEO and MD of TCS in 2017. 

 Under his leadership, the company has strengthened its position with the revenues increasing 
from $17.6 billion in the financial year ended March 31, 2017, to $22.2 billion in the financial 
year ended March 31, 2021. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 22 March 2022 
 International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March 

to remind people about the negative consequences of racial discrimination. The 2022 edition of 
the International Day focuses on the theme “VOICES FOR ACTION AGAINST RACISM”. 

 This edition aims, in particular, at: highlighting the importance of strengthening meaningful and 
safe public participation and representation in all areas of decision-making to prevent and 
combat racial discrimination; reaffirming the importance of full respect for the rights to freedom 
of expression and peaceful assembly and of protecting civic space; and recognizing the 
contribution of individuals and organizations that stand up against racial discrimination and the 
challenges they face. 

  
International Day of Forests 2022: 21st March 

 The International Day of Forests (also known as World Forestry Day) is celebrated every year on 
March 21. The main aim of the day is to raise awareness of the significance of all types of forests. 
The day is to celebrate to raise awareness of the importance of all types of forests, and trees 
outside forests, for the benefit of current and future generations as well as to increase the public 
awareness among communities about the values, significance and contributions of the forests to 
balance the life cycle on the earth. 

 The theme for 2022 is “Forests and sustainable production and consumption.” 
 The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 March the International Day of Forests 

(IDF) in 2012. The Day celebrates and raises awareness of the importance of all types of forests. 
On each International Day of Forests, countries are encouraged to undertake local, national and 
international efforts to organize activities involving forests and trees, such as tree planting 
campaigns. The theme for each International Day of Forests is chosen by the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests. 
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World Sparrow Day 2022: 20th March 

 World Sparrow Day (WSD) is celebrated every year on March 20th. This day is meant to raise 
awareness about the house sparrow and the dangers it confronts. The purpose of World Sparrow 
Day is to raise awareness and protect the bird all across the world. A few years ago, house 
sparrows were commonly seen in people’s homes. As a result of rising noise pollution, the bird is 
now on the edge of extinction. 

 The theme of World Sparrow Day is “LOVE Sparrows.” More individuals are likely to join in a 
range of events and campaigns geared at sparrow conservation as a result of focusing on this 
issue. 

  
World Oral Health Day 2022: 20th March 

 The World Oral Health Day is marked every year on March 20. The day aims to raise global 
awareness of the issues around oral health and the importance of oral hygiene so that 
governments, health associations and the general public can work together to achieve healthier 
mouths and happier lives. 

 The theme for World Oral Health Day 2021-2023 is: Be Proud Of Your Mouth. 
 The FDI World Dental Federation launched World Oral Health Day in 2007. The day was originally 

celebrated on 12th September in remembrance of FDI founder, Dr Charles Godon. Later, it was 
changed to 20th March in 2013 to avoid conflict with the FDI World Dental Congress in 
September. 

  
International Day of Happiness 2022: 20th March 

 International Day of happiness is observed every year around the world on March 20. The United 
Nations started celebrating this day in 2013, but the resolution for the same was passed on July 
12, 2012. The resolution was initiated by Bhutan which shed the light on the importance of 
National Happiness. 

 The theme for Happiness Day 2022 is Keep Calm, Stay Wise and Be Kind. Keeping cool and calm 
in every possible situation is the key to happiness and satisfaction. Staying wise in tough 
situations lead to wiser steps and success. Being Kind to others in their needs, mistakes and 
errors will help them grow and also make them feel better. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

CAMS launches central record keeping agency under NPS 
 The go-live and opening of the Central Record Keeping Agency (CRA) under the National Pension 

System has been announced by Computer Age Management Services Limited (CAMS), India’s 
largest registrant and transfer agent of mutual funds (a SEBI regulated business). CAMS was 
chosen as a CRA by the sector regulator, the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority (PFRDA), to broaden the services available to NPS subscribers and the ecosystem. 

 The National Pension Scheme (NPS), a voluntary retirement scheme created and administered by 
the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA), was launched by the Central 
Government on January 1, 2004 to assist in the building of a retirement corpus. 

  
 


