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INTERNATIONAL 
Massive Wildfire in Spain and Germany Amid an unusual Heat Wave  

 On Sunday amid an unusual heat wave in western Europe and Germany struggled 
with wildfires. There has been used damage in several places in Spain and Germany.  

 The Northwest province of Zamora is affected by over 25000 hectares.  
 Up to 25000 hectares of the area have been consumed by the wildfire in Zamora. In 

Germany residents of three villages near Berlin have been ordered to leave their 
homes due to the approaching wildfire as requested by the officials on Sunday.  

 
China launched Three New Yagon-35 remote Sensing Satellites 

 Three new remote sensing satellites were successfully launched by China from the 
Xichang Satellite Launch Centre in the Sichuan Province in southwest China.  

 The satellites were launched by a Long March-2D carrier rocket at 10:22 a.m. (local 
time) as part of the Yaogan-35 family and successfully entered the intended orbit.  

 
NATIONAL 

PM participates in the 14th BRICS Summit 
 PM Narendra Modi led India’s participation at the 14thBRICS Summit, convened 

under the Chairship of President Xi Jinping of China on 23-24June 2022, in a virtual 
format. The High-level Dialogue on Global Development, non-BRICS engagement 
segment of the Summit, was held on 24 June.  

 Theme: Foster High-quality BRICS Partnership, Usher in a New Era for Global 
Development 

 
Union Home Minister Mr. Shah addressed the National Conference on Cyber Safety and 
National Security in New Delhi  

 During the Conference, Amit Shah said that transactions through Unified Payment 
Interface (UPI) have crossed one trillion US dollar mark in financial year 2022 a nd 
today India is first in global digital transactions.  

 He said, India accounted for 40 percent of the total global digital payments in 2021 
and BHIM-UPI are no longer just an Indian app but have become global.  

 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

ISRO's PSLV-C53 to launch 3 Singapore satellites on June 30 
 ISRO said it will be launching - the second dedicated commercial mission of its 

commercial arm NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) - 'PSLV-C53' carrying three satellites 
from Singapore on June 30. 
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 The launch vehicle carrying DS-EO satellite along with two other co-passenger 
satellites is scheduled to lift off from the Second Launch Pad at Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Sriharikota 

 NSIL is a PSU and commercial arm of ISRO established in 2019 under adm control of 
DoS. 

 
Garuda Aerospace, an Indian drone startup to establish a facility in Malaysia  

 Garuda Aerospace Pvt. Ltd., an integrated drone manufacturer and drone -as-a-
service (DAAS) provider based in India, would invest Rs 115 crore in the construction 
of a production facility in Malaysia. 

 The decision is made to establish a drone manufacturing plant in Malaysia, with a 
daily production capacity of around 50 drones. The components would be imported 
from India and other nations. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Parameswaran Iyer appointed NITI Aayog's new CEO 
 The government has appointed Parameswaran Iyer as the new chief executive officer 

of the NITI Aayog after the term of the incumbent CEO Amitabh Kant comes to an 
end on June 30. 

 In 2016, Iyer was appointed by the government to head the drinking and sanitation 
department and lead the Swachh Bharat Mission.  

 
Tapan Deka appointed new IB director, RAW chief Samant Goel gets one -year extension 

 The Central government gave one-year extension in service to Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW) chief Samant Goel and appointed senior IPS officer Tapan Deka as 
Director of Intelligence Bureau. 

 Deka will succeed incumbent Intelligence Bureau Director Arvind Kumar, whose 
tenure ends on June 30. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day of the Seafarer 2022 
 The “Day of the Seafarer” is celebrated annually on June 25 to honour the vital 

contribution that seafarers make to global trade and the economy, frequently at 
considerable personal sacrifice to themselves and their families.  

 Governments, shipping associations, businesses, shipowners, and all other interested 
parties are asked to support and commemorate the Day in a meaningful and suitable 
way. 
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NATIONAL 
Jammu and Kashmir to host G20 meetings in 2023; five -member coordination panel 
constituted 

 Jammu and Kashmir will host the 2023 meetings of the G20, an influential group of 
the world's major economies. 

 The government of the union territory set up a five -member high-level committee 
for overall coordination. 

 India will hold the G-20 presidency from December 1, 2022, and convene the first 
G20 leaders' summit in 2023. 

 India would be a member of the G20 Troika from December 1, 2021, to November 
30, 2024. 

 
PM Modi inaugurates Vanijya Bhawan and launches NIRYAT portal in Delhi  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated "Vanijya Bhawan", a new premises of the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry in Delhi and also launched a new portal -- NIRYAT 
(National Import-Export Record for Yearly Analysis of Trade) which will provide a 
one-stop platform for stakeholders to get all necessary information related to India’s 
foreign trade. 

 
Delhi airport becomes India’s first to run entirely on hydro and solar energy  

 GMR Group-run Delhi Airport has become first airport in India to run entirely on 
hydro and solar power from June 1st in a major step toward achieving the goal of 
becoming a Net Zero Carbon Emission Airport by 2030.  

 Delhi International Airport Limited has signed a long -term power purchase 
agreement (PPA) with a Himachal Pradesh-based hydropower producing company for 
supply. 

 
Delhi airport becomes India’s first to run entirely on hydro and solar energy  

 Delhi Airport or Indira Gandhi International Airport has become the first airport in 
the country to run entirely on hydro and solar power from this mon th in a major step 
toward achieving the ambitious goal of becoming a Net Zero Carbon Emission Airport 
by 2030. 

 Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL), a GMR Infrastructure Limited -led 
consortium, which manages and operates the Delhi Airport, has signed  a long-term 
power purchase agreement (PPA) with a Himachal Pradesh -based hydropower 
producing company for the supply of hydroelectricity for the airport until 2036.  

 
SPORTS 

Cyclist Ronaldo scripts history, becomes first Indian to win silver in Asian championships 
 Ronaldo Singh scripted history as he became the first Indian cyclist to win a silver in 

a continental tournament in the senior category by finishing second in the sprint 
event on the concluding day of the Asian Track Championship in New Delhi .  
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 The Indian cycling team finished fifth with 23 medals (2 Gold, 6 Silver, 15 Bronze).  
 

 IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day of Women in Diplomacy | June 24  

 The General Assembly in 2022 proclaimed 24 June of each year the International Day 
of Women in Diplomacy, adopting by consensus a resolution today reaffirming that 
the participation of women, on equal terms with men, at all levels of decision -
making is essential to the achievement of sustainable development, peace and 
democracy. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

World Bank approves $245 million loan to modernise India's railway logistics 
infrastructure 

 The World Bank has approved a USD 245 million loan to support India's efforts to 
modernize rail freight and logistics infrastructure.  

 The Rail Logistics project will help India shift more traffic from road to rail, making 
transport -- both freight and passenger -- more efficient and reducing millions of 
tonnes of GHG emissions. 

 Indian Railways is the fourth-largest rail network in the world. 
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NATIONAL  
World Bank approves project to promote rain-fed farming in Uttarakhand 

 The World Bank has approved a project worth ₹1,000 crore for taking rain -fed 
farming to new heights in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand.  

 The project named Uttarakhand Climate Responsive Rain-fed Farming Project will be 
implemented by the watershed department.  

 The project is aimed at reducing green house gas emissions for funding by the World 
Bank. 

 
Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy launched “Jyotirgamaya” festival in New Delhi 

 Jyotirgamaya, a festival celebrating the brilliance of underappreciated performers, 
was launched in New Delhi by Union Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy.  

 Sangeet Natak Akademi organised this festival as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
and on the occasion of World Music Day to highlight the talent of rare musical 
instruments from all across the country, including street performers and train 
entertainers. 

 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

GSAT-24: Indian Communication Satellite successfully launched by ISRO 
 NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) launched GSAT-24, following the space reforms 

leasing the entire satellite’s capacity to Direct -to-Home (DTH) service provider Tata 
Play. This was the company’s first “demand -driven” communication satellite mission.  
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 The satellite, developed by the Indian Space Research Organization for NSIL, was 
successfully launched into geostationary orbit from Kourou in French Guiana by the 
Ariane 5 rocket (South America).  

 
OBITUARY 

Asian Games Double Gold Medallist And Olympian Hari Chand Dies Aged 69 
 Long-distance runner Hari Chand, who won two gold medals at the 1978 Bangkok 

Asian Games, passed away at his native village Ghorewaha in Hoshiarpur 
district,Punjab. 

 He won a gold medal at the 1975 Asian Championship in 10,000 metre and a  bronze 
medal in 5,000 metre. 

 Later, he won two gold medals at the 1978 Asian Games in Bangkok in the 5000m 
and 10,000m events 

 
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

P Udayakumar assumes office as Chairman-cum-Managing Director, NSIC 
 P Udayakumar, Director (Plng & Mktg), NSIC assumed additional charge of CMD NSIC.  
 National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), is an ISO 9001 -2015 certified 

Government of India Enterprise under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME). NSIC has been working to promote, aid and foster the growth of 
micro, small and medium enterprises in the country.  

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Olympic Day | June 23, 2022 theme -Together, For a Peaceful World. 
 To highlight the importance of sports and games in our lives, International Olympic 

Day (or World Olympic Day) is observed across the world on June 23 every year.  
 Doctor Gruss, a Czech IOC member, presented the idea of a World Olympic Day in 

1947. A year later, the day was observed to mark the birth of the modern Olympic 
Games. 

 
International Widows’ Day I 23rd June  

 International Widows’ Day is observed across the world on 23 June. The day aims to 
gather support for widows and to spread awareness about their situation. For 
several women, the hurtful loss of a partner is magnified by  a long-term struggle for 
their basic rights and dignity. 

 International Widows’ Day is a day of action to address the “poverty and injustice 
faced by millions of widows and their dependents in many countries”.  

 The main objective of the activities is to create awareness about the condition of 
widows and protect their rights. 

 
 RANKING 

Coursera Global Skill Report 2022: India ranked 68 th 
 The Global Skills Report (GSR) 2022 by Coursera states that India’s proficiency in 

data science has reduced from 38% in 2021 to 26% in 2022, leading to a 12-rank 
drop. 
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 In terms of overall skills proficiency, India has slipped 4 places to be ranked 68th 
globally and 19th in Asia. However, the report reveals that India has improved its 
technology proficiency levels from 38 percent to 46 percent, improving its position 
by six spots. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
World’s largest freshwater fish found in Cambodia  

 The world’s largest recorded freshwater fish, a giant stingray, has been caught in the 
Mekong River in Cambodia, according to scientists from the Southeast Asian nation 
and the United States. 

 The stingray, captured on June 13, measured almost four meters (13 feet) from 
snout to tail and weighed slightly under 300 kilograms (660 pounds).  

 
 NATIONAL 

Droupadi Murmu may become India’s First Tribal and Second Female President  
 Droupadi Murmu, an Odisha-based Santhal, as its nominee for the highest 

constitutional position, India may ultimately elect its first tribal president.  
 After the legislative board of the party endorsed what is widely seen as Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s pick for Rashtrapati Bhavan, BJP leader JP Nadda 
announced Murmu’s candidacy.  

 
Assam becomes 36th State/UT to implement One Nation One Ration Card  

 Assam has become the 36th State to implement the One Nation One Ration Card 
(ONORC) scheme. With this, the ONORC plan is successfully implemented in all 36 
states, and Union Territories, making food security portable throughout the country.  

 This is a one-of-its-kind citizen-centric initiative in the country, which is swiftly 
implemented in a short span of time covering about 80 Crore beneficiaries, after 
being initiated in August 2019, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution said in a statement today.  

 
SPORTS 

Indian women’s Wrestling team wins Under -17 Asian Championship 
 Indian women’s Wrestling team has won five medals to claim Under -17 Asian 

Championship title with a total of eight gold at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  
 India lifted the title with a total of 235 points from eigh t golds, one silver and one 

bronze. Japan had to be content with the runners -up trophy with 143 points and 
Mongolia finished third with 138 points.  

 
Sunil Chhetri becomes joint 5th highest goalscorer in international football history  

 Indian men's football team captain Sunil Chhetri became the joint fifth highest 
goalscorer in international football history.   
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 Chhetri achieved this feat during their AFC Asian Cup Qualifier clash against Hong 
Kong where he scored his 84th goal. He has now equalled legendary Rea l Madrid and 
Hungarian player Ferenc Puskas goals scoring exploits on the international level.  

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Lisa Sthalekar appointed first woman president of Federation of International Cricketers'  
Associations 

 Federation of International Cricketers' Associations (FICA) announced former 
Australian cricketer Lisa Sthalekar as its President at the FICA Executive Committee 
meeting held in Nyon, Switzerland, making her the first woman's cricketer to hold 
the position. 

 Lisa Sthalekar succeeds Vikram Solanki as FICA President. 
 
R Kavita Rao appointed as director of NIPFP 

 Eminent economist R Kavita Rao has taken charge as the director of National 
Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP) for a five -year term. 

 NIPFP founded in 1976 is a centre for research in public economics and 
policies.Although the institute receives an annual grant from the Ministry of Finance, 
and various state governments, it is an autonomous institution.  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

PhonePe and Kotak General Insurance come Together to  Provide Motor Insurance 

 Kotak Mahindra General Insurance Company Limited (Kotak General Insurance) 
announced that it has partnered with PhonePe Insurance Broking Services Pvt. Ltd 
(PhonePe), a digital payments platform, to offer motor insurance to PhonePe ’s 380 
million users, placing a significant bet on the digital distribution and direct -to-
customer space. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

PM's Awards for Outstanding Contribution towards the Development and Promotion of 
Yoga for the Year 2021 

 Bhikkhu Sanghasena from Ladakh, Marcus Vinicius Rojo Rodrigues from Brazil and 
two organisations, The Divine Life Society from Uttarakhand and the British Wheel of 
Yoga from United Kingdom have been chosen for the award.  

 Ayush Ministry said, the winners will be felicitated with a  trophy, certificate and 
cash award of 25 lakh rupees. 

 
 RANKING 

India ranks fourth in global gold recycling; recycled 75 tonnes in 2021: WGC  

 India has emerged as the 4th largest recycler in the world and the country has 
recycled 75 tonnes in 2021, according to a World Gold Council (WGC) report.  

 According to the WGC report titled ‘Gold refining and recycling’, China topped the 
global gold recycling chart as it recycled 168 tonnes of the yellow metal, followed by 
Italy in the second position with 80 tonnes.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
Ex-rebel fighter Gustavo Petro wins Colombia’s presidency  

 Gustavo Petro, a former rebel fighter who has promised profound social and 
economic change, has won Colombia’s presidency.  

 The victory in Sunday’s presidential runoff election will make Petro Colombia’s first 
left-wing president. 

 He won 50.4 percent of the vote, while his rival Rodolfo Hernandez, a construction 
magnate, had 47.3 percent. 

 
China launches third, most 'advanced aircraft' carrier named 'F ujian' 

 China launched its third aircraft carrier, the country's most advanced as well as the 
first "fully domestically built" naval vessel, as an aggressive Beijing sought to extend 
the range of its navy in the strategic Indo-Pacific region. 

 The Fujian is China's first domestically designed and built catapult aircraft carrier.  
 
Pakistan remains in FATF ‘grey list’ for terror financing, money laundering, but nearing 
exit 

 Pakistan got a reprieve from the Paris based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
international watchdog as it announced that the country could be removed from the 
“grey list” after a visit by a fact -finding team to verify the measures it has taken to 
deal with terror financing. 

 FATF noted Pakistan’s claims of actions to curb terror funding.  
 

 NATIONAL  
Govt Launches NIPUN Scheme To Upskill Construction Workers  

 The project NIPUN is an initiative of the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA) under its flagship scheme of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana -National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) to train over 1 lakh construction workers, 
through fresh skilling and upskilling programmes and provides them with work 
opportunities in foreign countries also.  

 ‘NIPUN’ i.e. National Initiative for Promoting Upskilling of Nirman workers.  
 
ICG inducts indigenously designed, developed Advanced Light Helicopter Mk -III in 
Chennai 

 The Indian Coast Guard’s Eastern Region inducted the indigenously designed and 
developed Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) Mark III, the first aircraft of the newly 
created “840 Squadron”. 

 The new squadron will be stationed at Chennai, the headquarters of the Eastern 
Region of the Coast Guard. Three more ALHs will be added to the inventory of ‘840 
Squadron’ shortly.  
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PM Modi inaugurates B R Ambedkar School of Economics campus and C entre for Brain 
Research at IISc in Bengaluru 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the new campus of Dr B R Ambedkar 
School of Economics (BASE) University in Bengaluru and also unveiled a statue of the 
architect of Indian Constitution installed at the campus. 

 At the event, he also unveiled 150 Technology Hubs' that have been developed by 
transforming the Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) across Karnataka.  

 PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the Centre for Brain Research and laid the 
foundation stone for Bagchi Parthasarathy Multispeciality Hospital at IISc Bengaluru.  

 The Centre for Brain Research is developed as a one of its kind research facility & 
focuses on conducting vital research to provide evidence-based public health 
interventions to manage age-related brain disorders. 

 
SPORTS 

Canadian Grand Prix 2022: Max Verstappen holds off Carlos Sainz to win in Montreal  
 Red Bull’s Max Verstappen held off Carlos Sainz’s charging Ferrari to win the 

Canadian Grand Prix and surge 46 points clear in the Formula One wo rld 
championship after his 150th race. 

 The 24-year-old Dutch driver took his 26th career win 0.9 of a second ahead of 
Spaniard Sainz, who closed the gap and set up a thrilling final chase thanks to a 
safety car deployment. 

 
Indonesia Open 2022: Viktor Axelsen retains men's singles title; Tai Tzu Ying won 
women's singles 

 Danish player Viktor Axelsen successfully defended his badminton Indonesia Open 
title after beating China's Zhao Jun Peng 21-9, 21-10 in the men's singles final.  

 Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei saw off Asian champion Wang Zhi Yi of China to win 
her third women's singles crown at the tournament (after titles in 2016 and 2018).  

 
FIFA unveils host cities for 2026 World Cup 

 FIFA has announced the 16 North American cities that will host the World Cup  in 
2026. 

 Eleven cities in the U.S., along with three cities in Mexico and two in Canada, will 
host the 48-team tournament, an expansion from the previous 32-team count. It will 
be the first time three nations have been appointed to host the World Cup.  

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Yoga Day 2022   
 PM Modi led the celebrations of the International Day of Yoga in Karnataka's 

Mysuru. 
 He spoke the importance of Yoga in everyone's lives while extending greetings on 

the 8th International Day of Yoga. 
 The highlight of this year is "Guardian Ring of Yoga" which brings to fore the concept 

of "One Sun, One Earth". 
 Theme of this International Yoga Day is 'Yoga for Humanity'.  
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 The first international yoga day was observed on 21st June 2015. It is celebrated on 
the 21st of June because it is said to be the longest day of the year in the Northern 
hemisphere and it shares special significance in many parts of the world.  

 
World Music Day 2022 

 World Music Day is celebrated every year on June 21. The day gives respect to the 
art form of music that binds people across culture, region, language and religion.  

 Music also gives a channel to various emotions like love, grief, loss, and is cathartic 
in nature. On this day, free concerts are organised for everyone to attend.  

 It is a massive cultural exchange and also brings society closer. The theme for World 
Music Day 2022 is “Music on the intersections”.  

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

US-Canadian author Ruth Ozeki wins Women’s Prize for Fiction  
 US-Canadian author, film-maker and Zen Buddhist priest, Ruth Ozeki has won the 

Women’s Prize for Fiction this year for her novel ‘The Book of Form and Emptiness”.  
 Ozeki’s fourth novel, ‘The Book of Form and Emptiness’ tells the story of a thirteen -

year-old boy who, after the tragic death of his father, s tarts to hear the voices of 
objects speaking to him. 

 She was announced as the winner of the £30,000 prize at a ceremony in London, 
beating nominees including Elif Shafak, Meg Mason and Louise Erdrich.  

 
RANKING 

Delhi’s IGI airport best in India and South Asi a, 37th among world’s top 50  
 Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International (IGI) airport has been adjudged the best in India 

and South Asia for 4th consecutive year at the Skytrax World Airport Awards.  
 The airport also improved its overall ranking to 37th from last year’s 45th position.  
 Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru bagged the Best Regional Airport in 

India and South Asia. 
 

BOOKS & AUTHOR 
A book titled “Gautam Adani: The Man Who Changed India” by RN Bhaskar  

 The biography of billionaire industrialist, Gautam Adani, titled “Gautam Adani: The 
Man Who Changed India” will hit the stands in October, announced Penguin Random 
House (PRHI). 

 The book written by journalist-author RN Bhaskar, claims to bring to light, for the 
first time, the unknown aspects of one of the richest men in the world. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Pakistan may get off terror funding watchdog’s ‘grey list’ after on -site check 

 Pakistan will continue to be on the “Grey List” of countries under increased 
monitoring of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), from the global money -
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laundering and terror-financing watchdog. Pakistan has been on the grey list of the 
Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) since June 2018 for failing to check 
money laundering, leading to terror financing, and was given a plan of action to 
complete it by October 2019. 

 Since then, the country continues to be on that list due to its failure to comply with 
the FATF mandates. The concluding session of the plenary meeting of the FATF is due 
and includes Pakistan’s review on the agenda.  

 Pakistan is now targeting the full completion of the 2021 action plan on anti -money 
laundering and combating terror financing by the end of January 2023.  

 In October 2021, the FATF acknowledged Pakistan’s progres s on a 27-point action 
plan on completion of 26 items but kept the country on its increased monitoring list 
to exhibit terror financing investigations against and prosecutions of top cadres of 
UN-designated terror groups. 
About FATF: 
Headquarters: Paris, France 
President: Marcus Pleyer 
Purpose: Combat money laundering and terrorism financing  
Founded: 1989  

 
 NATIONAL 

PM launches 1st ever Chess Olympiad Torch Relay, India to host 44th Chess Olympiad  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the historic torch relay for the 44th 

Chess Olympiad at Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi. This year, for the very first 
time, International Chess Federation, FIDE, has instituted the Chess Olympiad Torch, 
a part of the Olympic tradition. India is the first country to have the Chess Olympiad 
Torch Relay. 

 FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich handed over the torch to Prime Minister, who in 
turn handed it over to Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand. This torch will be taken to 
75 cities in a span of 40 days before the final culmination at Mahabalipuram near 
Chennai. At every location, chess grandmasters of the state will receive the torch. 
The 44th Chess Olympiad will be held in Chennai from 28th July to 10th August, 
2022. 
About International Chess Federation:  
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
President: Arkady Dvorkovich 
Founded: 20 July 1924, Paris, France 
Membership: 200 national associations 

 
PM Modi inaugurates redeveloped Kalika Mata temple in Gujarat's Pavagadh  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the renovated Shree Kalika Mata temple at 
Pavagadh Hill in Gujarat’s Panchmahal district. At the temple, he also conducted Puja 
with customary customs. A ‘Dhwaja’ was raised at full mast atop the shrine by Mr. 
Modi. This majestic Mahakali temple’s sanctum sanctorum is composed of gold. I t is 
one of the region’s oldest temples and draws a huge number of pilgrims.  
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 He emphasised the significance of the event, when Dhwaja, the sacred flag, was 
flown on the temple after five centuries and even 75 years after independence. This 
‘Shikhar Dhwaj,’  he explained, is a symbol of the reality that centuries pass, eras 
pass, yet religion endures. 

 Mr Modi added that ‘Garvi Gujarat’ is synonymous with India’s pride and glory, and 
that Pavagadh has been a centre of worldwide harmony with India’s historical 
variety. This pinnacle flag, according to Mr Modi, is not only a symbol of our faith 
and spirituality, but it also indicates that the pinnacle of faith is eternal throughout 
centuries of change. 
About Gujarat:  
Capital: Gandhinagar 
Governor: Acharya Devvrat 
Chief Minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel  

 
Ministry of Culture and ASI organise 'Yoga Mahotsav' at Purana Qila in New Delhi  

 Yoga Mahotsav was organised by the Ministry of Culture in partnership with the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) at Purana Qila in the national capital. The event 
was held as part of the celebrations for the International Day of Yoga 2022. 
According to the Ministry of Culture, the purpose of the event was to instil the 
everlasting value of cultural wellbeing among the people.  

 Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minister of State for Culture and Parliamentary Affairs, and 
Meenakashi Lekhi, Minister of State for Culture and External Affairs, both attended 
the ceremony. 

 The event drew around 500 participants, including officials from the Union Culture 
Ministry and foreign representatives from over 40 nations.  

 The event began with the Saraswati Vandana being recited, followed by a yoga 
session led by instructors from the Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga.  

 Meenakashi Lekhi, speaking at the event, stated  that Yoga is the key to living a 
healthy and active life. She further stated that thanks to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s efforts, yoga has spread far and wide, even globally.  
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
Capital: New Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor: Vinai Kumar Saxena 

 
 SPORTS 

Neeraj Chopra Wins Gold At Kuortane Games In Finland, Second After Tokyo Olympics  
 Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra clinched his first top podium finish of the season 

by winning the javelin throw event at the Kuortane Games i n Finland, beating 
reigning world champion Anderson Peters of Grenada. The 24 -year-old Chopra’s 
opening throw of 86.69m turned out to be the winning distance. Trinidad and 
Tobago’s 2012 Olympics champion Keshorn Walcott was second with a first round 
throw of 86.64m. Peters was third with a best throw of 84.75m, which also came in 
the opening round. 
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 Earlier this week, in his first competitive event since winning a historic gold in Tokyo, 
Chopra set a new national record of 89.30m while taking part at the Paa vo Nurmi 
Games in Finland. He bettered his own previous record of 88.07m set in Patiala last 
year. 
About Finland: 
Capital: Helsinki 
Prime Minister: Sanna Marin 
Currency: Euro 
President: Sauli Niinistö 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

MHA to hold conference on Cyber Safety and National Security today 
 At Vigyan Bhawan in the national capital, the Ministry of Home Affairs will organise a 

National Conference on Cyber Safety and National Security (Cyber Apradh Se Azadi, 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav). Union Minister Amit Shah will b e the conference’s Chief 
Guest, according to the Ministry of Home Affairs. The seminar is part of the 
country’s efforts to raise public awareness about cybercrime prevention.  

 In the run-up to tomorrow’s conference, the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centr e 
(I4C), in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, held 
functions on Cyber Hygiene, Cyber Crime Prevention, Cyber Safety, and National 
Security at 75 locations across the country under the banner “Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav” from June 8 to 17. The Union Minister for Culture, Tourism, and 
Development of the North Eastern Region, G Kishan Reddy, the Minister of State for 
Home Affairs, Ajay Kumar Mishra, and senior officials from the Ministries of Home 
Affairs, Culture, and States and Union Territories, as well as representatives from 
various organisations, will all be present at the conference.  
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
Capital: New Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor: Vinai Kumar Saxena 

 
 RANKING 

TCS, HDFC Bank, Infosys and LIC among Kantar's global 100 most valuable firms 
 As per Kantar Brandz, 2022 ‘Most Valuable Global Brands report’, 4 Indian companies 

namely, Tata Consultancy Service (TCS), HDFC Bank, Infosys and Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC) were featured among the top 10 0 global biggest brands. Apple 
retains its 1st position to become the first trillion -dollar brand with a brand value of 
USD 947.1 billion followed by Google, Amazon and Microsoft.  

 TCS was the most valuable brand coming out of India, which sat on the 46th s pot of 
the list. The company’s brand value is estimated to be $50 billion by Kantar Brands 
2022, the author of the ‘Most Valuable Global Brands’ report.  

 Its counterpart Infosys, a latest entrant in the list, was ranked at 64th position as its 
brand value lingered at $33 billion. 
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 TCS was the second biggest brand in the Asia Pacific Region, second only to Samsung 
that has a brand value of $54 billion. HDFC Bank and Infosys stood at the third and 
fourth position on the list. 

 Apple was the most valuable brand in the world, with a brand value of $947 billion. 
It was followed by other tech giants Google, Amazon and Microsoft, in the same 
order. Facebook, which recently changed its name to Meta, stood at the eight 
position as its brand value was nearly a fifth of Apple’s. 
About Tata Consultancy Services:  
CEO: Rajesh Gopinathan (21 Feb 2017)  
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1 April 1968 
Founders: Faquir Chand Kohli, Tata Sons, J. R. D. Tata  

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

PM Modi's remarks at release of 'Bharatiya Samvidhan' book  
 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi released Ram Bahadur Rai’s book ‘Bhartiya 

Samvidhan: Ankahi Kahani’. Prime Minister noted Shri Ram Bahadur Rai’s life -long 
quest for searching for new ideas and desire to bring something new before the 
society. He expressed the hope that the book that was released today will present 
the Constitution in a comprehensive manner.  

 The book by Shri Rai will be in the tradition of New India’s effort to remember the 
forgotten thoughts to ensure that in the India of the future, consciousn ess of the 
past remains strong. The book, along with the history of independence and the 
untold chapters of our constitution will give a new thinking to the youth of the 
country. 
Prime Minister's Office (India):  
Formed: 1947; 75 years ago (As Prime Minister's Secretariat) 
1977; 45 years ago (As Prime Minister's Office)  
Jurisdiction: India Republic of India 
Headquarters:   New Delhi, India 
Minister Responsible : Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India  
Deputy Minister Responsible : Jitendra Singh, Minister of State for Prime Minister's 
Office 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Equitas Small Finance Bank to launch exclusive savings account for kids  
 Equitas Small Finance Bank is set to launch kids’ savings account called ENJOI, on 

Father’s Day. The SFB announced that this account introduces “young kids” to the 
financial world, encouraging them to develop an early habit of saving. It added that 
an ENJOI account will also help the kids to take their first step towards a new age 
and technology-oriented banking experience.  

 ENJOI will allow kids of 0-18 years to open savings accounts under the supervision of 
their parents. Minors aged 10 and above will also get the option for a personalised 
debit card. 
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 To promote higher growth in savings, the account will offer 7 per cent interes t for 
savings balances between Rs 5 lakh to Rs 2 crore. Upon written consent from 
parents, minors aged 10 and above can also avail of self -operating accounts with 
limited transaction limits. 
About Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd:  
Founded: 2016 
Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
MD & CEO: Vasudevan Pathangi Narasimhan 
Tagline: It’s Fun Banking  

 

Current Affairs PDF- June 19, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
China launches third, most 'advanced aircraft' carrier named 'Fujian'  

 China launched its third aircraft carrier, the country’s most modern and first 
“completely domestically made” naval warship, as an aggressive Beijing pushed to 
expand its navy’s range in the key Indo -Pacific area. The ‘Fujian’ aircraft carrier was 
launched at a brief ceremony at Shanghai’s Jiangnan Shi pyard, according to official 
media reports from the eastern metropolis.  

 According to the state-run Xinhua news agency, the Fujian is China’s first 
domestically designed and built catapult aircraft carrier.  

 Due to the COVID lockdown of Shanghai, the ship’s launch was delayed by two 
months. It was supposed to be launched on April 23, around the time of the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy’s 73rd anniversary (PLAN).  

 China State Shipbuilding Corporation Limited’s third aircraft carrier has a 
displacement of more than 80,000 tonnes and is equipped with electromagnetic 
catapults and arresting gear. 

 Fujian is the name given to China’s easternmost coastline province.  
 The ‘Liaoning,’ China’s first aircraft carrier, was a refurbishment of a Soviet -era ship 

that was commissioned in 2012, followed by the Chinese-built second aircraft 
carrier, the ‘Shandong,’ in 2019. Two Chinese provinces are named Liaoning and 
Shandong. 
About China: 
President: Xi Jinping  
Capital: Beijing 
Currency: Renminbi 

 
NATIONAL 

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan starts national yoga Olympiad 
 Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated National Yoga Olympiad 

2022 and quiz competition in New Delhi. The National Yoga Olympiad is being 
organised jointly by the Ministry of Education and the Nat ional Council of 
Educational Research and Training. This year about six hundred students from 26 
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states and UTs and Demonstration Multipurpose Schools of Regional Institutions of 
Education will be participating in the forthcoming National Yoga Olympiad.  

 Pradhan highlighted that to encourage healthier choices and bring people closer, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has suitably chosen this year’s theme as Yoga For 
Humanity. The Minister said, Yoga is uniting the world in the pursuit of good health 
and wellness. 

 The Minister stressed that NEP 2020 lays special emphasis on the physical and 
emotional well-being of both students and teachers. Mr. Pradhan suggested that 
NCERT include the ancient wisdom of Yoga in the school curriculum. Minister of 
State for Education Subhas Sarkar said that yoga has to be popularised as a part of 
the National Education Policy 2020. 
Ministry of Education:  
Founded: 15 August 1947 
Headquarters: Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi  
Ministry executives: Amit Khare, IAS; Anita Karwal,  
Officeholders: Annpurna Devi (Minister of State)   

 
 SPORTS 

FIFA announces 2026 World Cup venues across U.S., Canada and Mexico  
 Matches for the 2026 World Cup will be held in 11 US cities as well as three host 

sites in Mexico and two in Canada, soccer’s world governing body, FIFA, announced. 
The 16 host cities will be: Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, Guadalajara, Houston, Kansas City, 
Los Angeles, Mexico City, Miami, Monterrey, New York/New Jersey, Philadelphia, San 
Francisco, Seattle, Toronto and Vancouver.  

 It will also be the first time that 48 teams will feature in the tournament, an increase 
from the 32 that will contest in FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 from November 21 – 
December 18. 

 60 matches will take place in the US, including all matches from the quarter -finals 
onward, while Canada and Mexico will host 10 games each.  

 Mexico also hosted the FIFA World Cup in 1970 and 1986.  
About FIFA: 
President: Gianni Infantino 
Founded: 21 May 1904 
Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 

 
Chopra leads 37-member Indian athletics team for Birmingham 2022 

 Neeraj Chopra will be leading a 37-member Indian athletics team at the upcoming 
Commonwealth Games, the Athletics Federation of India announced. The Tokyo 
Olympics gold medallist will be the flag bearer in Birmingham as star sprinters like 
Hima Das and Dutee Chand booked their berth for the Games that will be held from 
July 28 – August 8. 

 The selection committee picked up all the expected athletes for CWG with zero 
surprises. Out of 37 members, 18 are women. The star sprinters Hima Das and Dutee 
Chand reserved their berths in the women’s 4x100m relay team. The selectors also 
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named a men’s 4x400m relay team. Amoj Jacob has been selected for the men’s 
4x400m relay team. 
About Japan: 
Prime Minister: Fumio Kishida 
Capital: Tokyo 
Currency: Japanese yen 

 
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

Centre clears new chief justices for five High Courts  
 The appointment of new chief justices to five high courts has been approved by the 

government. The appointment for Uttarakhand, Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, and Gauhati has been announced by the Ministry of Law and Justice. The 
Chief Justice of the Uttarakhand High Court will be Justice Vipin Sanghi of the Delhi 
High Court, while the Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court will be Justice Ujjal 
Bhuyan of the Telangana High Court. 

 The Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court will be Justice Amjad Ahtesham 
Sayed of the Bombay High Court, while the Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court 
will be Justice Shinde Sambhaji Shiwaji of the Bombay High Court. The Chie f Justice 
of the Gauhati High Court has been named Justice Rashmin M Chhaya of the Gujarat 
High Court. Satish Chandra Sharma, Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court, has 
been appointed to the Delhi High Court, according to the Ministry.  
About Supreme court of India: 
Established: 26 January 1950 
Founded: 26 January 1950, New Delhi  
Number of positions: 34(33+1; present strength)  
Judge term length: Mandatory retirement at 65 years of age  

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict 2022: 19 th June 
 The International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict is an 

international event conducted by the United Nations (UN) on June 19 each year. The 
day is celebrated to raise the awareness about conflict -related sexual violence. 
Sexual violence, whose victims are primarily women, is one of the worst crimes 
committed against human beings or animals, which leaves lasting psychological and 
emotional damage to the victim apart from physical harm. It occurs both  in times of 
peace and during armed conflict.  

 The theme for this year’s observance of International Day for the Elimination of 
Sexual Violence in Conflict is ‘Prevention as Protection: Enhancing structural and 
operational prevention of conflict-related sexual violence.’ The event is a 
‘Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic, United Nations.’  

 The primary goal of the event is to provide support to the survivors of sexual 
violence in armed conflict zones. The event participants also stand in solidarity wi th 
individuals helping the victims and to ensure they are remembered for their selfless 
service; especially at a time when multiple crises are occurring, which intersect with 
conflict violence, such as the Covid-19 pandemic and inadequate resources.  
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World Refugee Day 2022: 20 th June 

 World Refugee Day is celebrated every year on 20 June. World Refugee Day was 
designated as an International Day by the UN (United Nations). The day is being 
celebrated to honour the refugees around the world. Refugees are people who are 
being forced to leave their homeland due to terror, conflicts, wars, prosecutions, or 
any other crises. World Refugee Day is an occasion to build empathy and 
understanding for their plight and to recognize their resilience in rebuilding thei r 
lives. 

 While the theme of World Refugee Day 2022 has not been rolled out, last year it was 
“Together we heal, learn and shine.” The 2021 theme highlighted the basic needs of 
displaced people, such as healthcare, nutrition and education.  
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States  
Headquarters: New York, New York, United States  
Secretary general: António Guterres 
Founders: United States, India, United Kingdom, Poland, Brazil  

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Hamad International Airport named “Best Airport in the world” for the second year in a 
Row by Skytrax 2022 World Airport Awards  

 Qatar’s Hamad International Airport has been named the World’s Best Airport for 
the second year running. The announcement took place at the Sky trax 2022 World 
Airport Awards, held at Passenger Terminal EXPO in Paris, France.  

 Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru (BLR Airport) was named the finest 
regional airport in India and South Asia. Customers voted for the airport with the 
greatest customer service every year in a global study, and BLR Airport received this 
honour. 

 Singapore Changi Airport (World’s Best Airport Staff Service and World’s Best Airport 
Dining). 

 Istanbul Airport (World’s Best Airport Shopping and Most Family -Friendly Airport). 
 Tokyo Haneda Airport won awards as the World’s Cleanest Airport, the World’s Best 

Domestic Airport, the Best Airport in Asia, and the Best Airport PRM & Accessible 
Facilities. 

 The World Airport Awards are the most prestigious accolades for the ai rport 
industry, voted by customers in the largest, annual global airport customer 
satisfaction survey. 

 They are regarded as the quality benchmark for the world airport industry, assessing 
customer service and facilities across over 550 airports.  
The World’s Top 5 Airports for 2022:  

1. Hamad International Airport 
2. Tokyo International Airport (Haneda) 
3. Singapore Changi Airport 
4. Narita International Airport 
5. Incheon International Airport 
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About Qatar:  
Capital: Doha 
Currency: Qatari Riyal 
Emir: Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Fitch Revises Outlook on 9 Indian Banks' IDRs to Stable; Affirms IDRs  
 Fitch Ratings upgraded nine Indian institutions, including SBI, ICICI Bank, and Axis 

Bank, from negative to stable. Bank of Baroda (BOB), Bank of Baroda (New  Zealand) 
Ltd, Bank of India, Canara Bank, Punjab National Bank (PNB), and Union Bank of India 
are among the other lenders. Fitch Ratings has upgraded 9 India -based banks’ Long-
Term Issuer Default Ratings (IDRs) to Stable from Negative, while upholding the ir 
IDRs. 

 The IDRs are based on Fitch’s evaluation of the sovereign’s ability and tendency to 
offer extraordinary support for these institutions, which takes into account Fitch’s 
assessment of the sovereign’s ability and inclination.  

 It takes into account the government’s track record of backing systemically 
important banks, the lenders’ relative systemic importance, and their various 
ownership structures. 

 Fitch also changed the outlook on the Export-Import Bank of India’s (EXIM) Long -
Term IDR from negative to stable. 
About Fitch Ratings:  
Headquarters: New York, United States 
CEO: Paul Taylor (2 Apr 2012) 
Founded: 24 December 1913, New York, United States  
Founder: John Knowles Fitch 

 
RBI's 'Payments Vision 2025' aims to establish India as powerhouse of payments globally, 
say experts 

 The Reserve Bank’s Payments Vision 2025 plan, which wants to triple the volume of 
digital payments, is progressive, according to industry players, and intends to build 
India as a worldwide payments powerhouse. In light of ris ing geopolitical threats, 
the RBI released its Payments Vision 2025 document, which discusses ring -fencing 
domestic payment networks, as well as the necessity to enforce domestic processing 
of payment transactions. 

 One of the most important forward-looking initiatives is the internationalisation of 
UPI, RTGS, NEFT, and RuPay cards, where bilateral treaties with countries, 
particularly those covering the USD, GBP, and Euro, will greatly benefit Indian 
residents and their counterparts abroad with online reali sation at lower costs. 

 With a steady push from the government and the rise of rural fintechs, Dilip Modi, 
founder of Spice Money, noted that while the epidemic raged over the country, India 
was on its way to realising its payments vision, and digital payme nts grew 
dramatically in volume and popularity.  

 It is encouraging to see the RBI taking steps to improve safety and security for rural 
residents, where digital and financial literacy remain major concerns.  
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About RBI: 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Headquarters: Mumbai (Bombay), Maharashtra, India 
Founder: British Raj 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 

  
 


