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INTERNATIONAL 
Pink diamond found in Angola believed to be largest in 300 years 

 A rare pure pink diamond, believed to be the largest found in 300 years, has been unearthed in 
Angola, a country in Central Africa. The Lulo Rose is a type 2a diamond, meaning it has few or no 
impurities. It is the fifth largest diamond recovered from the Lulo mine – a joint venture between 
Australia’s Lucapa Diamond Company and the Angolan government. 

 Similar diamonds have been bought for tens of millions of dollars in the past, with one – known 
as Pink Star – selling at a Hong Kong auction for $71.2m (£59m) in 2017. 

 Pink diamonds are extremely rare – but the same physical attributes that make the stones scarce 
also make them very tough, and not easy to work into shapes. The largest known pink diamond 
is the Daria-i-Noor, discovered in India, which experts believe was cut from an even larger stone. 
About Angola: 
Capital: Luanda 
Currency: Angolan kwanza 
President: João Lourenço 
Continent: Africa 

 
NATIONAL 

Sports Department of Punjab to hold 'Khed Mela' from Aug 29 

 The Punjab Sports Department will host the Punjab Khed Mela, which will feature 30 sporting 
activities in six age divisions for competitors between the ages of 14 and 60. The event’s goals 
are to find talent, create a welcoming environment for sports, and raise public awareness of 
health. There will be competitions in the age ranges of 25 to 40, 40 to 50, and 50 to 60 in 
addition to the previously conducted under-14, under-17, and 17 to 25 age groups. 

 On August 29, National Sports Day, the Punjab Khed Mela, which will take place from the block 
to the state level, will officially begin. Sports Minister Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer made this 
announcement in Chandigarh. 

 According to the Minister, Khed Mela Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann would be present for both 
the opening and closing ceremonies. 

 Three lakh Punjabi athletes are expected to take part in the Sports Mela, according to the sports 
minister. 
About Punjab:  
Capital: Chandigarh 
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit 
Chief minister: Bhagwant Mann 
Sports Minister: Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer 

 
 
 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

PM Modi launches Indias first international bullion exchange in Gujarat 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the ‘India International Bullion Exchange (IIBX)’, at 
the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) near Gandhinagar, Gujarat. IIBX is India’s 
first international bullion exchange. The exchange, which was announced in Budget 2020, will 
sell physical gold and silver. The exchange will be open for jewellers with a net worth of Rs 25 
crore and above to participate. 

 This will allow qualified jewellers to directly import gold through IIBX.The International Financial 
Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) is the regulator of IIBX. IIBX is promoted by five market 
institutional investors i.e., CDSL, India INX, NSDL, NSE and MCX. 

 Ashok Gautam will head IIBX as MD and CEO. He took charge in February 2022 and worked with 
IDBI Bank before this. He has earlier worked with the State Bank of India (SBI). 
About Gujarat: 
Capital: Gandhinagar 
Governor: Acharya Devvrat 
Chief Minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel 
About SBI:  
Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1 July 1955 
Parent organization: Government of India 

 
Chhattisgarh CM to flag off 'Mahtari Nyay Rath' for awareness among women about their rights, laws  

 To educate the state’s women about their constitutional rights and laws, the Chhattisgarh 
Women Commission will host the Mukhyamantri Mahtari Nyay Rath Yatra. On the occasion of 
the Hareli Tihaar festival, Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel will set off the “Mukhyamantri Mahtari 
Nyay Rath“. Through short films, messages, and booklets, the chariots will visit all of the districts 
to educate people about the legal protections for women and their constitutional rights. 

 Two attorneys will ride in each chariot, listening to women’s complaints and offering information 
and counsel. Through these carts, women will be able to apply to the Women’s Commission for 
the resolution of their complaints. 

 According to Dr. Kiranmayi Nayak, chairperson of the state women’s commission, every woman, 
whether educated or not, needs to be aware of the women’s commission, as well as the laws 
and regulations that apply to them, as well as their legal rights. 

 Nationally recognised instructional short films in Hindi and Chhattisgarhi will be shown on a 
sizable LED screen. 
About Chhattisgarh: 
Capital: Raipur (Executive Branch) 
Governor: Anusuiya Uikey 
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel 

 
SPORTS 

Four-time Formula One champ Sebastian Vettel to retire at end of the season 

 Four-time Formula One champion, Sebastian Vettel who is currently a part of Aston Martin 
announced his retirement. The 35-year-old German driver declared that he will retire at the end 
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of the season. He is one of the most successful drivers in the F1 race is currently third on the list 
of all-time Grand Prix winners with 53 victories, trailing only Lewis Hamilton and Michael 
Schumacher. 

 Sebastian Vettel won his first three F1 titles consecutively from the year 2010 to 2013 with Team 
Red Bull. His previous race win was in the year 2019 with Ferrari. In his career, Vettel has driven 
for BMW Sauber, Toro Rosso, Red Bull, Ferrari, and Aston Martin. He is the youngest World 
Champion in Formula One and has 122 podium finishes, and 57 pole positions. 
About Sebastian Vettel: 
Born: 3 July 1987 (age 35 years), Heppenheim, Germany 
Current team: Aston Martin Aramco Cognizant F1 Team 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

IFS Pranay Kumar Verma has been appointed as India's next High Commissioner to Bangladesh 

 Pranay Kumar Verma, an experienced diplomat and IFS official from the 1994 batch, has been 
chosen to serve as India’s next High Commissioner to Bangladesh. He is currently the 
ambassador of India to Vietnam. The Delhi-based Ministry of External Affairs made this 
announcement. Vikram Doraiswami, the current High Commissioner of India to the UK, is 
rumoured to be taking over, thus he is expected to start the job soon in his stead. 

 In addition to Washington DC, Ambassador Pranay Kumar Verma has held diplomatic positions in 
Kathmandu, Hong Kong, San Francisco, and Beijing. 

 Sandeep Arya, an IFS officer from the 1994 batch, has also been named as India’s new 
ambassador to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

 Sandeep Arya is currently employed by the Ministry of External Affairs as an Additional 
Secretary. 
About Bangladesh: 
Capital: Dhaka 
Currency: Bangladeshi taka 
President: Mohammad Abdul Hamid 
Prime minister: Sheikh Hasina 

 
Coca-Cola takes 'Limca' to no-fizz segment, signs on Neeraj Chopra 

 Coca-Cola has signed Olympic gold medalist, Neeraj Chopra for Limca Sportz promotion. 
Recently, Neeraj Chopra has become the first-ever Indian to win a silver medal at World Athletics 
Championships with his best throw of 88.13 m. Also, Neeraj Chopra has been ruled out of the 
Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022 in England due to an injury he picked up at World 
Athletics Championships. 

 Coca-Cola India and its bottling partners are investing around $1 billion (around Rs 7,990 crore) 
to expand the production capacity by up to 40 per cent. Besides, the beverage major is also 
launching Limca Sportz, which comes with glucose and electrolytes. 
About Neeraj Chopra: 
Born: 24 December 1997 (age 24 years), Khandra (Haryana) 
Medals: Athletics at the 2020 Summer Olympics – Men's javelin throw  
Awards: Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Vishisht Seva Medal 
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About 'Limca': 
Manufacturer: The Coca-Cola Company 
Introduced: 1977 
Related products: Coca-Cola, 7 Up, Sprite 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Ranger Day 2022:31st July 

 World Ranger Day is observed on 31st July every year. The International Ranger Federation 
established this day to honour the contribution of Park Rangers to the preservation of nature. 
World Ranger Day offers a chance to support their vital work, which ranges from environmental 
campaigning to education. The day is also an opportunity to pay tribute to rangers who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty. 

 A ranger is a person, who is tasked with maintaining and guarding parks and other naturally 
protected places. Rangers typically collaborate with staff personnel and other volunteers to 
maintain footpaths, bridges, stiles, and gates. They spend most of their time outside and serve as 
the national park authority’s eyes and ears. They serve as a point of contact for locals and 
tourists as well as the national park authorities 

 The International Ranger Federation was founded in 1992. The SCRA (Scottish Countryside 
Rangers Association), the CMA (Countryside Management Association), and the ANPR (U.S. 
Association of National Park Rangers), which represents rangers in Wales and England, came 
together and established it.  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Indian, Malaysian bodies ink pact to promote palm oil 

 The Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) and the Indian Vegetable Oil Producers’ Association 
(IVPA) have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to expand their cooperation in 
promoting the usage of palm oil. The MoU is anticipated to increase collaboration in areas of 
shared interest and to advance the production and consumption of palm oil from Malaysia and 
palm oil with the MSPO certification. Through cooperative actions and assistance for product and 
market development, it would advance the interests of producers, processors, users, and 
consumers. 

 In order to increase the acceptance of Malaysian palm oil among Indian consumers, food 
producers, and other end users, MPOC has partnered with IVPA. 

 The Malaysian Sustainability Palm Oil (MSPO) certification standards, whose goals include 
demonstrating sustainability practises in the Malaysian palm oil industry, are used as a 
benchmark in the MoU’s effort to raise public awareness of Malaysian palm oil. 
About Malaysia: 
Capital: Kuala Lumpur 
Currency: Malaysian ringgit 
Prime Minister: Ismail Sabri Yaakob 
About Indian Vegetable Oil Producers’ Association (IVPA):  
Established: 1977  
Located in: New Delhi  
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RANKING 
Parle continues to be India's top FMCG brand - Kantar Report 

 According to Kantar India’s annual Brand Footprint study, locally produced biscuit brand Parle 
continued to be the most popular brand among fast-moving consumer goods in India in 2021, 
topping the rankings for the eleventh year in a row.  Based on Consumer Reach Points (CRPs), 
the report assessed the FMCG brands that consumers will choose in 2021. CRP are evaluated 
based on the actual purchases made by customers and the regularity with which they occur 
throughout a given year. In other words, CRP gauges a brand’s mass appeal based on its 
penetration and how consumers feel about it based on how frequently they purchase it. 

 After Parle, the other top brands on the list are Amul, Britannia, Clinic Plus, and Tata Consumer 
Products. For a record-breaking tenth year in a row, Parle is in first place with a CRP score of 
6531 (million). 
About Parle Products: 
Founder: Mohanlal Dayal Chauhan 
Founded: 1929 
Headquarters: Vile Parle (East), Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 
Subsidiary: Parle Biscuits Pvt. Ltd. 

   

Current Affairs PDF- July 29, 2022 
 

 INTERNATIONAL 
India, France, UAE hold trilateral talk to boost maritime security 

 The focal points for India, France, and the United Arab Emirates met in trilateral fashion. 
Maritime Security, Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief, Blue Economy, Regional Connectivity, 
Cooperation in Multilateral Fora, Energy and Food Security, Innovation and Startups, Supply 
Chain Resilience, and Cultural and People-to-People Cooperation were some of the potential 
areas of trilateral cooperation that the three sides discussed. 

 The three parties discussed potential trilateral cooperation in the areas of maritime security, 
Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR), blue economy, regional connectivity, 
participation in multilateral fora, cooperation on energy and food security, innovation and 
startups, supply chain resilience, and cross-cultural and people-to-people exchange. 

 Both countries want to advance their own communities through the blue economy while 
protecting the environment and coastal and marine biodiversity. Both nations seek to advance 
scientific understanding, promote ocean conservation, and maintain the ocean as a global 
common, an area conducive to free trade and the application of the law. 
About France:  
President: Emmanuel Macron Trending 
Capital: Paris 
Prime minister: Élisabeth Borne 
Currencies: Euro, CFP franc 
About UAE: 
Capital: Abu Dhabi 
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
President: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
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Prime minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
 

NATIONAL 
Bharat Forge inks an agreement with Talgo India to manufacture high-speed trains 

 A joint venture to produce high-speed passenger trains has been established by BF Infrastructure 
Ltd., a fully owned subsidiary of Bharat Forge Ltd., and Talgo India Pvt Ltd., a fully owned 
subsidiary of Spanish manufacturer Patentes Talgo S.L. The cooperation will take advantage of 
forthcoming local requirements in the field as well as new economic prospects in the railways 
sector. 

 The Atmanirbhar Bharat programme of the Union government is anticipated to benefit from this 
collaboration. It will assist in bringing cutting-edge, high-speed rail technology and solutions. 

 The planned partnership will concentrate on establishing a hub for production, maintenance, 
and life cycle support for the next generation of lightweight, energy-efficient high-speed trains 
made of aluminium. 

 The project comes after the Indian Railways issued a tender for the production and upkeep of 
100 new generation, lightweight, and energy-efficient trains. 
About Bharat Forge: 
Owner: Kalyani Group 
Headquarters: Pune 
Key person: Baba Kalyani (Chairman) 
Founded: 19 June 1961 

 
SPORTS 

Leicester Cricket Ground of England named after Indian legend Sunil Gavaskar 

 England’s Leicester Cricket Ground has been named after India’s legendary cricketer, Sunil 
Gavaskar. The Leicester Cricket Ground, the ownership of which lies with Bharat Sports and 
Cricket Club, has decided to name the ground after Gavaskar to acknowledge his immense 
contribution to uplifting Indian Cricket to a certain height. 

 There has been a ground already named after Sunil Gavaskar in the Kentucky area of the United 
States of America (USA) and there is another ground going through its finishing touches in the 
Zanzibar area of the African nation Tanzania which is also named after the former Indian opener. 

 He was the first cricketer to score 10,000 runs and once held the record for most number (34) of 
centuries. 

 During the 70s and 80s, when West Indies were ruling world cricket, Gavaskar was impressed 
with his impressive technique against the Windies’ fast bowlers. He was also part of the Indian 
team that won the 1983 World Cup. 
About England: 
Capital: London 
Currency: Pound sterling 
Prime Minister: Boris Johnson   
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
ISRO earns $279 million in forex through satellite launches for 34 countries 

 Dr. Jitendra Singh, India’s Minister of State for Science and Technology, said in front of the 
parliament that the launch of foreign satellites by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
brought in $279 million in foreign currency. Antrix, the commercial arm of ISRO, made this 
money by launching 345 foreign satellites from 34 different nations. 56 million of these gains 
were paid out in dollars, while 223 million were paid out in euros (220 million Euros). There are 
2,226 crore rupees in the total. 

 The first nations to use ISRO’s services to launch satellites were Germany and South Korea. After 
2015, 83% of the international launches took place.US spacecraft account for 66% of ISRO’s 
international launches, which also includes non-government satellites. 

 The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles (PSLV) of ISRO were used to launch each of these spacecraft. 
Since 1975, the Indian government has launched 342 foreign spacecraft in addition to 129 
domestic ones, which illustrates the success of ISRO’s commercial satellite programme. 
About ISRO: 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founded: 15 August 1969 
Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 
Chairman: Shri S. Somanath 

 
OBITURY 

Punjabi singer Balwinder Safri passes away at 63 

 Veteran Punjabi singer Balwinder Safri has passed away. He was 63. Punjab-born Safri, who was 
based in Birmingham, was part of the UK bhangra scene since 1980 and formed the Safri Boyz 
Band in 1990. 

 Safri, known for hit Punjabi tracks such as “Rahaye Rahaye” and “Chan Mere Makhna”, slipped 
into coma in April after suffering brain damage following a heart surgery. He was discharged 
from New Cross Hospital in Wolverhampton on July 15 after recovering from coma and was 
moved to a specialist rehabilitation centre. 
About United Kingdom:  
Queen: Queen Elizabeth II   
Capital: London 
Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
Bengal's famous 'one rupee doctor' Sushovan Bandyopadhyay passes away 

 Padma Shri Sushovan Banerjee famous as Bengal’s ‘one rupee doctor’ has passed away. Based in 
Bolpur, Birbhum district, Banerjee was known for treating patients for nearly 60 years at Re 1 per 
visit. In 2020, he was conferred with the Padma Shri for his contribution in the field of medicine. 
In the same year, his name found a place in the Guinness World Records for treating the 
maximum number of patients. 

 Banerjee did his graduation from R G Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata and his PG 
degree in Pathology from Calcutta University. He then moved to London for a diploma in 
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Haematology. Banerjee is also a former MLA from Bolpur. In 1984, he contested on a Congress 
ticket and won the election from Bolpur. 
About West Bengal: 
Capital: Kolkata 
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee 
Governor: Shri La. Ganesan  

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Nature Conservation Day 2022: 28th July  

 World Nature Conservation Day is observed on July 28 every year. The objective is to spread 
awareness regarding the preservation of nature and biodiversity for a healthy environment 
which is required for stable and prospering humankind. It is also marked as the day to create 
positive opinions about climate change. World Nature Conservation Day acknowledges that a 
healthy environment is a foundation for a stable and healthy society. 

 This year World Nature Conservation Day will be celebrated under the theme “Cut Down on 
Plastic.” 

 The World Nature Conservation Day also creates awareness of the management and utilization 
of the resources. While the exact origin of the day is unknown, the aim of celebrating the day is 
to introspect on how we have exploited nature so far. Not only this but also to ponder upon the 
steps that we have been taking to reverse our actions and to conserve our mother earth. There is 
no denying the fact that it is due to the over-exploitation of natural resources that humans are 
facing the wrath of global warming, various diseases, natural disasters, increased temperature, 
etc. 

 
International Tiger Day 2022: 29th July 

 International Tiger Day is observed globally on 29th July every year. The day is celebrated to raise 
awareness among individuals, organisations, and governments about the importance of the 
conservation of tigers. This day aims to encourage all to take appropriate action to save the wild 
cats. As per World Wildlife Fund, approximately 95 per cent of the population of tigers has 
declined in the last 150 years. 

 This year’s theme for International Tiger Day 2022 is “India launches Project Tiger to revive the 
tiger population”. They support initiatives that collaborate with regional people to safeguard 
tigers and also take strong action against poaching and illegal trade. 

 The day seeks to protect and expand tiger habitats apart from preserving these species. 
International Tiger Day is observed by many international organisations, including the World 
Wide Fund for Nature, the International Fund for Animal Welfare, and the Smithsonian 
Institution. The current wild cat population is 3,900, according to the WWF. India is home to 
nearly 70% of the world’s tiger population. 
About World Wildlife Fund: 
Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 
Founded: 29 April 1961, Morges, Switzerland 
Director: Marco Lambertini (Director General) 
Founders: Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
Awards: MTV Australia Good Karma Award, Peabody Award 
Nominations: MTV Australia Good Karma Award 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Union Bank sets up “RACE” goal as part of its plan to be among top 3 PSBs 

 Manimekhalai, MD & CEO of Union Bank of India (UBI), wants Union Bank of India to surpass 
other Public Sector Banks and take the third-largest Public Sector Bank position in a time of few 
years. Union Bank of India may even take into consideration buying a bank along the route. 
Manimekhalai, who became UBI’s first female leader on June 7th, emphasised that the bank has 
set “RACE” as its aim for the year. 

 The MD of Union Bank of India wants the bank to rank among the top three PSB lenders, be the 
industry leader in a few niche markets, and be a contender in government-sponsored 
programmes. 

 Regarding the fundamentals of being one of the top three PSBs, the bank’s profitability and net 
interest margin should rise, the non-performing asset ratios should drop, and the capital to risk-
weighted asset ratio must rise. 

 Union Bank of India, sometimes known as Union Bank or UBI, is a government-owned bank in 
India with over 120 million clients and US$106 billion in annual revenue.  
About Union Bank of India (UBI): 
CEO: A. Manimekhalai (3 Jun 2022–) 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 11 November 1919, Mumbai 
Owner: Government of India (89.07%) 

 
Bandhan Bank opens first currency chest in Patna 

 Bandhan Bank opened its first currency chest in Deedargunj, Patna. As per the bank, this 
currency chest will assist individuals, MSMEs, and small business owners by supplying currency 
notes to bank branches and ATMs as needed. The currency chest would provide storage for the 
bank branches, which will also benefit from Patna’s frequent cash transactions. 

 In this fiscal year, the bank intends to establish more than 530 additional bank locations 
throughout the nation. 

 The distribution of the new branches will mostly be in North, West, and South India. 
About Bandhan Bank: 
MD and CEO: C S Ghosh 
Headquarters: Kolkata 
Founder: Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 
Founded: 2001 
Chairperson: Anup Kumar Sinha 
About Bihar:  
Capital: Patna 
Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar   
Governor: Phagu Chauhan 

 
 
 
 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

Current Affairs PDF- July 28, 2022 
 

NATIONAL 
Union Cupboard adopts a $1.6 billion BSNL revitalization plan 

 Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister of Railways, Communications, Electronics and 
Information Technology, said that the Union Cabinet approved the Rs. 1.64 lakh crore revival 
package for Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL). Package announced by the Central 
government in 2019 has contributed to stabilising BSNL’s financial situation.   

 The cabinet has accepted a proposal to convert Rs 33,000 crore in statutory dues into equity as 
part of the de-stressing of the balance sheet, and an equal amount of bank loans will be repaid 
through the issuance of low-interest bonds. 

 A plan to combine BSNL and Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) was also approved by 
the federal cabinet. 

 Through this merger, BSNL would have access to 5.67 lakh kilometres of extra optical fibre that 
have been installed throughout 1.85 lakh village panchayats nationwide with the help of the 
country’s Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF). 
About BSNL:  
CEO: Pravin Kumar Purwar (Jun 2019–) 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founded: 15 September 2000 
Founder: Government of India 

 
CM Manohar Lal Khattar launches Smart e-beat system in Gurugram 

 Chief Minister of Haryana, Manohar Lal Khattar launched an app-based ‘Smart E-Beat’ system for 
police attendance and real-time monitoring of patrolling by personnel in Gurugram. CM Khattar 
launched the system at an event at the office of the Commissioner of Police and flagged off 119 
motorcycle police riders connected with it. The app-based system has been introduced in 
Gurugram under the Smart Policing Initiative (SPI) and it will help these policemen to mark their 
attendance and in the monitoring of their rides. 

 The Smart E-Beat system would cover the area of all the 33 police stations located in the urban 
area of Gurugram. As many as 119 motorcycle riders will be deployed, and 714 policemen will 
give duty on the rider in three shifts a day, Gurugram Police has identified 2,056 sensitive 
locations in the city, which mainly include ATMs, petrol pumps, residences of senior citizens, 
schools, colleges, religious places, and crime-affected areas for monitoring. 
About Haryana: 
Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
Capital: Chandigarh 
Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar 

 
SPORTS 

FIFA Women’s World Cup: Cabinet approves signing of guarantees for hosting  

 The signing of the guarantees for hosting the FIFA Under 17 Women’s World Cup in India in 2022 
has been accepted by the Union Cabinet, which is presided over by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022 is slated to take place in India from October 11 to 
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October 30. The seventh iteration of the biennial youth competition will mark India’s first-ever 
hosting of a FIFA women’s championship. 

 The nation is getting ready for a historic time for women’s football, when the top young female 
footballers from across the world will be demonstrating their skills to lift the prized trophy, 
continuing the positive legacy from the FIFA Under-17 Men’s World Cup 2017. 

 The budgetary allotment for the Scheme of Aid to National Sports Federations will be used to 
cover the financial outlay of Rs 10 crore assistance to the All India Football Federation (AIFF) for 
field of play maintenance, stadium power, energy & cabling, stadium & training site branding, 
etc. 

 At the moment, Spain is the FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup champion. The seventh iteration 
of the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup will take place in India in 2022 will include 16 nations, 
including India. 

 Three locations have been suggested by the AIFF for the competition matches, Bhubaneshwar, 
Navi Mumbai, and Goa. The FIFA Under-17 Men’s World Cup India-2017 was successfully held in 
India at six different locations. 
About FIFA: 
President: Gianni Infantino 
Founded: 21 May 1904, Rue Saint Honoré, Paris, France 
Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 

 
PV Sindhu, Manpreet Singh named India's flagbearers at Commonwealth Games opening ceremony 

 Ace India badminton player P.V. Sindhu has been chosen as the flagbearer of the Indian 
contingent for the opening ceremony of the Commonwealth Games 2022. The opening 
ceremony will be held on July 28, 2022, at Alexander Stadium in Birmingham. She was the flag-
bearer at the opening ceremony of the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast, where 
she won silver in the women’s singles event. 

 Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra, who was also the defending champion in the Commonwealth 
Games having won the gold in Gold Coast four years ago, was expected to be the flag-bearer. But 
a groin injury following his silver medal at the World Championships forced him to pull out and 
the Indian Olympic Association picked Sindhu to be the flagbearer from a three-member 
shortlist. The 2022 edition of the Commonwealth Games has the largest contingent of female 
athletes in the history of the Games. 
About P.V. Sindhu: 
Born: 5 July 1995, Hyderabad 
Full name: Pusarla Venkata Sindhu 
Awards: Padma Bhushan, Padma Shri, MORE 

 
ICC awards membership status to Cambodia, Uzbekistan, Cote D'Ivoire 

 The International Cricket Council has awarded membership status to three countries during the 
ongoing ICC Annual Conference in Birmingham. Cambodia and Uzbekistan from Asia, and Cote 
D’Ivoire from Africa, were all awarded Associate membership status, taking ICC’s total members 
to 108 countries, including 96 Associates. The two Asian teams take the total count of Asian 
countries to 25 while Cote D’Ivoire is the 21st country from Africa. 
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 A major criteria to gain ICC Membership is detailed in ‘Participation and domestic structures’ of 
Clause 2.1 (d) of the ICC Membership Criteria. 

 This includes having in place a proper structure with minimum team requirements for 50-over 
and 20-over tournaments, aside from clear junior and women’s pathways. 

 The three new countries satisfied these conditions, with the Cricket Federation of Uzbekistan’s 
(CFU) women’s cricket plan involving 15 teams playing organised competitions with a pathway 
programme for their Under-19 and Under-17 players. 
About International Cricket Council (ICC): 
Founded: 15 June 1909 
CEO: Geoff Allardice 
General Manager: Wasim Khan 
Chairman: Greg Barclay 
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Membership: 108* members 

 
OBITURY 

Atulananda Goswami, eminent Assamese writer, passes away at 87 

 Veteran Assamese litterateur and winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award, Atulananda Goswami, 
has passed away. He was 87. Goswami was known as a short story writer, a litterateur and a 
novelist par excellence. He was awarded the Sahitya Academy award in 2006, for his novel 
‘Seneh Jorir Ganthi’ in 2006.  

 Some of his other notable works include ‘Namgharia’ ‘Hamdoi Pulor Jon’, ‘Rajpaat’, ‘Polatok’ and 
‘Ashray’. He had translated many English, Bengali and Odia works into Assamese, and also 
Assamese texts into English. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Hepatitis Day 2022: 28th July 

 World Hepatitis Day is observed each year on 28 July to raise awareness of viral hepatitis, which 
causes inflammation of the liver that leads to severe disease and liver cancer. This day is an 
opportunity to step up national and international efforts on hepatitis, encourage actions and 
engagement by individuals, partners and the public and highlight the need for a greater global 
response as outlined in the WHO’s Global hepatitis report of 2017. 

 On World Hepatitis Day 2022, WHO is highlighting the need for bringing hepatitis care closer to 
the primary health facilities and communities so that people have better access to treatment and 
care, no matter what type of hepatitis they may have. 

 The theme for world hepatitis day 2022 is ‘Bringing hepatitis care closer to you.’ The main theme 
is to focus on raising awareness of the need to make hepatitis care more accessible. 
About World Health Organization (WHO): 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 7 April 1948 
Director-Genera:  Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus   
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CRPF 84th Raising Day 2022: 27th July  

 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), observed its 84th Raising Day on 27 July 2022. The day 
celebrates the immense and unparalleled contribution of the force in upholding the unity, 
integrity, and sovereignty of the nation. CRPF is India’s largest Central Armed Police Force, which 
operates under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).  

 CRPF came into existence as the ‘Crown Representative’s Police’ on 27 July 1939. After 
Independence, it became the Central Reserve Police Force on the enactment of the ‘CRPF Act’ on 
28 December 1949, which constituted CRPF as an armed force of the Union. 

 After Independence, CRPF contingents were tasked to check infiltration and trans-border crimes 
in Kutch, Rajasthan, and Sindh borders. They were, subsequently, deployed on the Pakistan 
border in Jammu & Kashmir following Pakistan’s infiltration. 

 CRPF personnel were also sent to Haiti, Namibia, Somali, Maldives, Kosovo and Liberia to deal 
with the law and order situation there, as a part of another UN Peacekeeping Mission. 
About CRPF: 
Director General: IPS Kuldiep Singh. 
Formed: 27 July 1939; (as Crown Representative's Police); 28 December 1949; 72 years ago 
Headquarters: CGO Complex, New Delhi, INDIA 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

HDFC Mutual Fund launches HDFC NIFTY Next 50 ETF, HDFC NIFTY 100 ETF 

 In an effort to broaden its selection of HDFC MF index solutions, HDFC Mutual Fund has 
announced the introduction of HDFC Nifty Next 50 ETF and HDFC NIFTY 100 ETF. These funds 
provide exposure to the large-cap market in India. The asset management firm claims that the 
HDFC Nifty Next 50 ETF’s benchmark, the Nifty Next 50 Total Returns Index (TRI), offers benefits 
for stock and sector diversification as well as the possibility for longer-term greater risk-adjusted 
returns compared to the Nifty 50. Additionally, this index has a greater chance of growth 
because it can include members of the NIFTY 50’s upcoming league. 

 By concentrating on the top 100 firms based on entire market capitalization, the benchmark of 
HDFC Nifty 100 ETF—Nifty 100 TRI—offers exposure to the Indian large-cap area and improves 
market representation. 

 While tracking the behaviour of the combined portfolio of the Nifty 50 and Nifty Next 50 Indices, 
it offers more balanced diversification than the Nifty 50 Index. 
About HDFC Bank: 
CEO: Sashidhar Jagdishan (27 Oct 2020–) 
Owner: Housing Development Finance Corporation 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: August 1994, Mumbai 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Russia says it will quit the International Space Station after 2024 

 President Vladimir Putin was informed by the newly appointed head of Moscow’s space agency 
that Russia has made the decision to leave the International Space Station after 2024. The 
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declaration comes amid heightened hostilities between Moscow and the West over Moscow’s 
military action in Ukraine and several rounds of previously unheard-of sanctions against Russia. 

 The International Space Station (ISS), which has been in orbit since 1998, has been jointly 
developed by Russia and the United States. 

 One of the few areas where cooperation between Russia, the United States, and its allies had not 
been ruined by tensions over Ukraine and other issues up until now was space exploration. 

 One of the Soviet space program’s major achievements and a significant source of national pride 
in Russia is the launch of the first satellite in 1957 and the sending of the first man into space in 
1961. 
About Russia:  
President: Vladimir Putin 
Capital: Moscow 
Currency: Russian ruble 
Prime minister: Mikhail Mishustin 
About Ukraine:  
President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
Capital: Kyiv 
Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia 
Prime minister: Denys Shmyhal 

 
NATIONAL 

A&N Command over historic Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island Island to Andaman Administration  

 The historic Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island was transferred from the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command to the Andaman & Nicobar Administration for further development of the island’s 
infrastructure and tourism. During the formal ceremony, which took place today on Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose Island, Commander-in-Chief of A&N Command Lt. General Ajai Singh 
symbolically gave Dy. Commissioner, South Andaman Suneel Anchipaka control of the island. He 
also recalled the significance of this island historically and the sequence of events connected to 
it. He anticipated the island’s general growth as a tourism attraction under the management of 
the administration. 

 The Lt. General continued by stating that over the past few years, NITI Ayog and Island 
Development Agency have taken a number of measures to develop these Islands in accordance 
with Act East Policy. 

 Since 1967, INS Jarwa has had administrative control over the island. Up until the Japanese took 
control of the island in 1942, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island served as the administrative 
centre for British rule in the islands. 

 The Chief Commissioner Bungalow and other buildings on the island were devastated during the 
Second World War. In 1943, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose visited Andaman and Nicobar and 
stayed on the island as well. 

 In December 2018, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island was given a new name by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. It was formerly referred to as Ross Island. The island welcomes visitors and is a 
popular tourist destination. 
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Tata Advanced Systems delivers Quick Reaction Fighting Vehicle-Medium to Indian Army 

 Tata Advanced Systems successfully delivered the locally developed Quick Reaction Fighting 
Vehicle to the Indian Army. The contract to provide QRFV-Med vehicles to the Indian Army was 
successfully completed. These armoured vehicles will increase the nation’s protector’s ability to 
fight in all weather and terrain situations and will offer protection while moving. 

 These vehicles will improve the Indian Army’s operational capability during future battles. 

 In the last four years, from 2018–19 to 2021–22, the expenditure on defence procurement from 
foreign sources decreased from 46% of the total expenditure to 36% as a result of the steps 
implemented by the Centre to promote the manufacture of indigenous defence equipment. 

 The initial group of QRFV was inducted by former Chief of Army Staff General MM Naravane. 

 The QRFV, Infantry Protected Mobility Vehicle (IPMV), Ultra Long Range Observation System, 
Monocoque Hull Multi-Role Mine-Protected Armoured Vehicle, and Ultra Long Range 
Observation System were all introduced by the Army Chief. 

 
SPORTS 

Swiss Open 2022: Casper Ruud battles back to defeat Matteo Berrettini in Gstaad, claims ninth career 
title  

 Norway’s Casper Ruud has won the Swiss Open Tennis Tournament 2022 held in Gstaad, 
Switzerland. He defeated Italy’s Matteo Berrettini in the final by 4-6, 7-6(4), 6-2. It was Ruud’s 
9th Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) title. The Swiss Open is Ruud’s 3rd title in 2022, the 
other two titles are Buenos Aires and Geneva Open. Ruud had also won the 2021 Swiss Open 
title. 

 Ruud snaps the 12-match unbeaten streak of Berrettini, who lifted trophies in Stuttgart and 
London earlier this year. It was Casper Ruud 9th ATP Title. Earlier this year, Ruud finished as the 
runner-up at the French Open, losing to Spanish ace Rafael Nadal. 
About Swiss Open: 
Founded: 1955 
Location: Basel (2022); Switzerland 
Venue: St. Jakobshalle (2022) 
Prize money: USD$180,000 (2022) 
Most titles (female): 3; Ra Kyung-min 
Most titles (male): 3; Kim Dong-moon 

 
Music composer AR Rahman unveils anthem 'Vanakkam Chennai' for 44th International Chess 
Olympiad 

 Grammy and Oscar-winning music composer, AR Rahman has come up with the ‘Vanakkam 
Chennai’ (Welcome Anthem) for the upcoming International Chess Olympiad, 2022. Directed by 
Vignesh Shivan, the music video features chief minister MK Stalin, grandmaster Vishwanathan 
Anand, and music maestro AR Rahman, who has composed and sung the theme song. The music 
video also features director Shankar’s daughter as a Bharatanatyam artiste. The terrific music 
video has been praised by netizens for showing the culture of Tamil Nadu impressively. 

 This year, the Fédération Internationale des Échecs will organise the 44th International Chess 
Olympiad in Chennai, the capital of Tamil Nadu. 
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 The 44th International Chess Olympiad, the world’s biggest chess event, will be held at Poonjeri 
Village in Mamallapuram from July 28 to August 10. The venue is a UNESCO heritage site, located 
about 50 kilometres from Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 
India land rights to host 2025 Women's ODI World Cup in 2025 

 International Cricket Council (ICC) has confirmed that India will host the ICC Women’s ODI World 
Cup 2025. BCCI will leave no stone unturned to make it a memorable event for everyone 
concerned. The infrastructure is in place and will have a very successful edition of the World Cup. 
The hosts were selected via a competitive bidding process overseen by a Board sub-committee 
chaired by Martin Snedden along with Clare Connor, Sourav Ganguly and Ricky Skerritt. 

 The ICC Board accepted the recommendations of the committee who conducted a thorough 
review of each bid along with ICC management. India, Bangladesh, England and Sri Lanka were 
named as the four hosts for ICC women’s white-ball events from 2024-27. 
About ICC:  
Founded: 15 June 1909 
CEO: Geoff Allardice 
General Manager: Wasim Khan 
Chairman: Greg Barclay 
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Membership: 106* members 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem 2022: 26th July 

 International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem is observed every year on 
July 26. The day is observed to raise awareness of the importance of mangrove ecosystems as “a 
unique, special and vulnerable ecosystem” and to promote solutions for their sustainable 
management, conservation and uses. 

 The goal of the day is to promote sustainable management, conservation and utilisation of 
mangrove ecosystems and to bring attention to the significance of these ecosystems as unique, 
special, and vulnerable ecosystems. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Ajay Piramal-led Piramal Enterprises gets RBI nod to start NBFC operations 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given the organisation permission to begin conducting 
business as an NBFC to Piramal Enterprises. The licence is required to start an NBFC that does 
not accept public deposits. RBI has granted the company a certificate of registration allowing it 
to start operating as a non-banking financial institution without taking deposits from the general 
public. 

 The company gained agreement from the shareholders to demerge its pharmaceuticals division 
and streamline its corporate structure, the RBI granted its approval. 

 The company paid Rs 34,250 crore to buy Dewan Housing Finance (DHFL). 

 The company had previously stated that the acquisition will increase the retail loan book by up 
to five times, hence diversifying Piramal Enterprises’ loan book towards retail financing. 
About RBI:  
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Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Headquarters: Mumbai (Bombay), Maharashtra, India 
Founder: British Raj 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
About Piramal Enterprises: 
Founder: Ajay Piramal 
CEO: Peter DeYoung 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1984 
President: Viral Gandhi 

 
Mastercard set to replace Paytm as title sponsor for all BCCI matches in India 

 Mastercard is all set to replace Paytm as the title sponsor for all international and domestic 
cricket matches organised by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). Paytm held the 
rights till the end of 2023. Paytm requested BCCI to assign its India Home Cricket title rights to 
credit card major Mastercard. Paytm had reportedly missed the July deadline to request a 
reassignment. However, BCCI has been willing to consider its delayed request due to their ‘long 
standing’ relationship. 

 Mastercard will reportedly be assigned the rights till 2023, as per the original terms of the Paytm 
deal and will continue to pay INR 3.8 Cr per match. Paytm, on the other hand, will have to pay a 
re-assignment fee of around INR 16.3 Cr – 5% of the original deal value (INR 326.8 Cr). 
About MasterCard:  
Founded: 16 December 1966, United States 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
CEO: Michael Miebach 
Executive Chairman: Ajay Banga 

 
Wipro wins five-year digital transformation deal from Nokia 

 Wipro Ltd., a company with its headquarters in Bengaluru, announced the signing of a new, five-
year contract for digital transformation with Nokia of Finland. The new contract expands on a 
connection that was first formed more than 20 years ago. Wipro will provide business services in 
support of Nokia‘s updated operating model, putting a special emphasis on process optimization, 
touchless processing, and improved user and customer experience across order management, 
supply chain, finance, and accounting operations. 

 Even though an official statement about the agreement was released, Wipro highlighted that it 
had mentioned the deal in the press release released along with the financial results of FY22 
without mentioning the client or providing term or size information. 
About Wipro: 
Founder: H. Hasham Premji 
CEO: Thierry Delaporte 
Chairman: Azim Premji 
About Nokia: 
Founder: Fredrik Idestam, Eduard Polón and Leo Mechelin 
Chairman: Sari Baldauf 
Headquarter: Espoo, Finland 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Wasifa Nazreen becomes first Bangladeshi to scale world’s second highest peak K2 

 Mountaineer Wasifa Nazreen became the first person from Bangladesh to ascend Pakistan’s 
administered K2, the second-highest mountain peak. She scaled the K2 mountain peak, which is 
8611 metres (28,251 ft) high, and then descended to the base camp. When a climber descends 
from the mountain and returns to base camp, the summit is said to have been reached. 

 The 39-year-old mountaineer Wasifa paid respect to all the known and unidentified martyrs of 
Bangladesh, from the language campaign to the liberation war, after completing this historic job. 

 She urged her people to never lose up and draw strength from the past. 

 Wasifa greeted Bangladesh on its 50th anniversary and thanked everyone who had assisted her 
from the top of the world’s most treacherous mountain, stating, “Happy 50th Bangladesh, here’s 
to the next great 50.” 
About Bangladesh: 
Capital: Dhaka 
Currency: Bangladeshi taka 
President: Mohammad Abdul Hamid 
Prime Minister: Sheikh Hasina Wazed 

 
NATIONAL 

CEC LAHDC Kargil inaugurates 2 days colorful Ladakh Festival Kargil 

 The Ladakh Festival Kargil 2022 was inaugurated in Ladakh by CEC LAHDC Kargil Feroz Ahmad 
Khan at Khree Sultan Chow Stadium in Bemathang Kargil. The Department of Tourism and 
Culture Kargil UT Ladakh was in charge of organising the festival. The Chief Guest, the Secretary 
of Tourism for UT Ladakh, and the Executive Councilor for Tourism for LAHDC Kargil visited and 
inspected the many stalls set up by volunteers, NGIs, and SHGs, among other groups, and they 
were pleased with the work. 

 Later, Feroz Ahmad Khan and another visitor opened this event’s horse polo match and archery 
competition. On this day, a variety of cultural troupes delivered vibrant cultural performances. 
The Festival lasted for two days, with the inaugural Incredible India Kargil Half Marathon taking 
place on April 24. 
About ladakh: 
Lieutenant Governor: Shri Radha Krishna Mathur 
Union territory: 31 October 2019 
Districts: 2 
Capital: Leh, Kargil 
Administering Country: India 
About LAHDC Kargil:  
CEC: Feroz Ahmad Khan 
Last election: August 2018 
Seats: 30 Councillors 
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Madhya Pradesh’s Burhanpur becomes first Certified ‘Har Ghar Jal’ district in Country 

 Burhanpur district of Madhya Pradesh, popularly known as the ‘Darwaza of Dakhin’, became the 
first Certified ‘Har Ghar Jal’ district in the Country. Only district in the country, people from each 
of 254 villages in Burhanpur have declared their villages as ‘Har Ghar Jal’ through a resolution 
passed by Gram Sabhas. Accordingly, it certifies that all people in the villages have access to safe 
drinking water through taps, ensuring that ‘No One is Left Out’. 

 When Jal Jeevan Mission was launched on August 15, 2019, only 37,241 rural households 
(36.54%) out of a total of 1,01,905 households in Burhanpur had potable drinking water through 
tap connections. Now, within a span of 34 months, all the 1,01,905 rural households have access 
to potable drinking water through tap connections. Furthermore, all 640 schools, 547 Anganwadi 
centres and 440 other public institutions have tap connections. 
About Madhya Pradesh: 
Capital: Bhopal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel  

 
Grand statue of Chandrashekhar Azad to be installed in Bhopal 

 In Madhya Pradesh’s Bhopal, a large statue honouring Amar Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azad will 
be erected. The statue site will be created as a source of inspiration for young people, with soil 
from Azad’s hometown of Bhabra being used at its base. On the 116th anniversary of Amar 
Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azad’s birth, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan spoke at the 
opening ceremony of the first state-level Youth Mahapanchayat, which was held in Bhopal. 

 Anurag Thakur, the Union Minister for Information, Broadcasting, Sports, and Youth Affairs, also 
spoke to the programme electronically from New Delhi. 

 Anurag Thakur, a union minister, added that no challenge is too great for Indian youth. In the 
next 25 years, he urged the youth to elevate India to the status of Vishwa Guru and work 
assiduously to create an independent India. 
About Madhya Pradesh: 
Capital: Bhopal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel  

 
Navies of India and Japan Participate in Maritime Partnership Exercise in the Andaman Sea 

 A Maritime Partnership Exercise (MPX) was conducted between Japan Maritime Self Defense 
Force and Indian Navy in the Andaman Sea. INS Sukanya, an offshore patrol vessel and JS 
Samidare, a Murasame class destroyer, undertook various exercises including seamanship 
activities, aircraft operations and tactical manoeuvres as part of the operational interaction. 

 The two countries have been carrying out regular exercises in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
aimed towards reinforcing maritime association. The exercises conducted were aimed at 
enhancing interoperability and streamlining seamanship and communication procedures. This 
exercise is part of the ongoing efforts between the two navies toward ensuring safe and secure 
international shipping and trade in the IOR. 
About Japan: 
Capital: Tokyo 
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Prime Minister: Fumio Kishida 
Currency: Japanese yen 

 
SPORTS 

New A+ Category Introduced For Umpires By The BCCI 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has introduced a new A+ category for its umpires 
and Nitin Menon, along with ten other officials, have been grouped in the category. Umpires in 
A+ and A categories are paid Rs 40,000 a day for a first-class game while Rs 30,000 a day are paid 
in the B and C category. 

 The others in the A+ category include four international umpires: Anil Chaudhary, Madangopal 
Jayaraman, Virender Kumar Sharma and K N Ananthapadmabhanan. 

 Rohan Pandit, Nikhil Patwardhan, Sadashiv Iyer, Ulhas Gandhe and Navdeep Singh Sidhu are also 
part of the A+ category. 

 Twenty umpires including C Shamshuddin form the A group, 60 are in Group B, 46 in Group C and 
11 in Group D which falls in the 60-65 age bracket. 
About BCCI: 
President: Sourav Ganguly 
Secretary: Jay Shah 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: December 1928 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

IIT Kanpur’s incubation centre launches NIRMAN Accelerator Programme 

 Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) at IIT Kanpur has launched “NIRMAN” 
Accelerator Programme, supported by the department of science and technology, the 
government of India. The programme will focus on the manufacturing startups engaged in 
healthcare and agriculture domains to help them overcome the challenges from their prototype-
to-market journey. 

 A total of 15 startups will be selected under the programme. They will be given the opportunity 
to accelerate their product’s journey from lab to market. 

 The best performing startups among the cohort of 15 startups will receive a cash award of up to 
₹10 Lakh. 

 SIIC comes with a vast experience of working with promising innovators and startups that can 
leverage optimum social impact. This collaboration with the department of science and 
technology aims to revive the manufacturing domain in the country. 
About Uttar Pradesh:  
Governor: Anandiben Patel 
Capital: Lucknow (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath 
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APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 
Banking Veteran Nakul Jain Joins As CEO Of Paytm Payments Services 

 Paytm’s parent One97 Communications has appointed Nakul Jain as the CEO of Paytm Payments 
Services Ltd (PPSL). Praveen Sharma, who is now serving as the acting CEO of PPSL, has been 
promoted to oversee the organisation’s commerce vertical in addition to his other duties. 

 Jain earlier served as managing director of private banking, priority banking, deposits and branch 
banking at Standard Chartered Bank. He holds over 22 years of experience in retail banking and 
has worked in sub-sectors such as branch banking, wealth management, product and segments, 
distribution, retail assets and acquisition. 
About Paytm: 
MD and CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
Founded: August 2010 
Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “Dilip Kumar: In the Shadow of a Legend” authored by Faisal Farooqui 

 A new book on the legendary actor of Indian cinema, Yusuf Khan, better known as Dilip Kumar, 
has been released by author Faisal Farooqui. The book is titled “In the Shadow of a Legend: Dilip 
Kumar”. The book is a tribute to Dilip Kumar the man more than Dilip Kumar the actor. Farooqui 
is the founder and CEO of Mouthshut.com, one of India’s leading review and rating platforms. 

 In the book, Dilip Kumar: In the Shadow of a Legend, the author paints an intimate portrait of the 
actor, throwing light on some little-known anecdotes from his illustrious life. The book brings to 
us the real Dilip Kumar, away from the large screen that made him such an endearing figure for 
his fans. Dilip Kumar was much more than the actor that we have revered all these years. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Canara Bank Launches New Mobile Banking App; To Be One-Stop Solution  

 Canara Bank has launched “Canara ai1”, its mobile banking app. The banking app would be a 
one-stop solution with more than 250 features to cater to the banking needs of its customers. It 
is aimed to eliminate the need to have multiple mobile apps working in silos for availing of 
different specific services. The app is available in 11 languages to cater to multiple sections of 
society in their preferred language. 

 The app has advanced features such as an intuitive user interface (UI) and user experience (UX) 
with multiple themes and menus that can be personalised as per the user’s choice. 

 It also offers a dark theme to improve visual ergonomics, reduce eye strain, adjust the brightness 
to current lighting conditions, and facilitate screen usage in dark environments, all while 
conserving battery power. 
About Canara Bank: 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
CEO: Lingam Venkat Prabhakar 
Founder: Ammembal Subba Rao Pai 
Founded: 1 July 1906 
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INTERNATIONAL 
China launches second space station module, Wentian 

 China launched the second of the three modules needed to complete its new space station. This 
was the most recent development in Beijing’s ambitious space programme. A Long March 5B 
rocket launched the unmanned spaceship with the call sign Wentian from the Wenchang launch 
facility on China’s tropical island of Hainan. A representative from the China Manned Space 
Agency (CMSA) confirmed the launch’s “success.”  

 In April 2021, Beijing launched the main module of the Tiangong space station, which is Chinese 
for “heavenly palace.” 

 In the case of a failure, Wentian will also act as a backup platform for managing the space 
station. 

 Tiangong, which should have a lifespan of at least 10 years, is anticipated to be completely 
operational by the end of the year after the third and final module docks in October. 

 China has made significant progress in catching up to the United States and Russia, countries 
having astronauts and cosmonauts who have extensive space exploration expertise. 

 The CSS (Chinese Space Station) will be built in one and a half years, making it the fastest 
modular space station ever built. 
About China:  
President: Xi Jinping   
Capital: Beijing 
Currency: Renminbi 
Official language: Mandarin 

 
NATIONAL 

India to set up joint theatre commands of tri-services: Rajnath Singh 

 DM Rajnath Singh announced the setting up of joint theatre commands of the tri-services to 
enhance coordination among the armed forces. 

 The defence minister also said India is moving quickly from being the world's largest importer of 
defence equipment to an exporter. 

 He was speaking during a programme organised by the Jammu Kashmir People's Forum here to 
pay tributes to the martyrs of the Indian Armed Forces. 

 "Keeping in view (joint operations as seen in Operation Vijay in Kargil), we have decided to set up 
joint theatre commands (in the country)," Singh said. 

 Paying tributes to the Kargil martyrs, the defence minister said the country cannot forget their 
supreme sacrifice to safeguard the country's territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

 "It is the duty of the society and the people to give their utmost respect to the martyrs and their 
families," he said. 

 "Whatever support you can offer, do to for their families. It is the responsibility of each citizen," 
he added. 
About Ministry of Defence Minister: 
Officeholder: Rajnath Singh (Minister) 
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Formed: 1776; 246 years ago (as Military Department); 15 August 1947; 74 years ago (as Ministry 
of Defence) 
Jurisdiction: Government of India 
Departments: Bharat Dynamics, Border Roads Organisation   

 
Centre amends Flag Code to allow people to display tricolour 24X7  

 If the national flag is flown in the open and is raised by a member of the public, it may now fly 
through the night. The Flag Code of India 2002 was revised by the Ministry of Home Affairs to 
permit the flying of the national flag even at night as the federal government begins its Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign. The flag could previously only be flown between sunrise and dusk. 

 The ministry stated that clause XI of paragraph 2.2 of the Flag Code has been substituted by the 
following phrase: “where the flag is displayed in the open or displayed on the house of a 
member of the public, it may be flown day and night.” 

 India is celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to mark 75 years of independence. 

 From August 13 to August 15, the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign urges people to fly the flag in their 
residences. 

 Additionally, in a letter to all government agencies on the campaign, Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla 
included files that outlined the key elements of the flag code as well as the updates made on 
December 30, 2021, and July 20, 2022. 
About Ministry of Home Affairs: 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Founded: 15 August 1947 
Jurisdiction: India 
Ministry executive: Ajay Kumar Bhalla, IAS, (Home Secretary) 
Officeholders: Amit Shah (Minister)  

 
SPORTS 

India wicketkeeper-batter Karuna Jain announces retirement from all formats of cricket 

 Former India wicketkeeper-batter Karuna Jain has decided to hang up her boots as she 
announces retirement from all formats of cricket. She made her debut against West Indies in 
Lucknow in 2004. She has represented India in 44 ODIs, five Tests and nine T20Is between 2004 
and 2014. 

 Jain scored an unbeaten 68 on her ODI debut and became just the fifth Indian woman to score a 
fifty on debut. The Bangalore-born also holds the third-highest score in women’s ODI by a 
wicketkeeper-batter on debut after Reshma Gandhi’s 104* and Anju Jain’s 84* in women’s ODIs.  

 
Casper Ruud wins Swiss Open, claims his ninth ATP title 

 Top seed Casper Ruud beat Italy's Matteo Berrettini to win the Swiss Open on Sunday. Ruud 
staged a terrific comeback in the final, winning 4-6, 7-6(4), 6-2.The Norwegian has won the ninth 
ATP title of his career and third in the ongoing season. Ruud snaps the 12-match unbeaten streak 
of Berrettini, who lifted trophies in Stuttgart and London earlier this year. 
About Swiss Open: 
Prize money: €482,060 (2017) 
Singles: Casper Ruud 
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Location: Gstaad; Switzerland 
Draw: 32S/32Q/16D 
Venue: Roy Emerson Arena 
Surface: Clay / outdoors 

 
OBITURY 

Renowned Marathi writer Anant Yashwant Khare passes away 

 Renowned Marathi writer Anant Yashwant Khare, better known as Nanda Khare, passed away in 
Pune due to prolonged illness. He was 76. Besides biographies, Mr Khare wrote 19 books on 
various topics like science, sociology, and geography with some of his most noted works being 
‘Antajichi Bakhar’,  ‘Bakhar Antakalachi’ and ‘Udya’. 

 He received numerous awards from foundations like Granthali, Vidarbha Sahitya Sangh, 
Lokmangal and Shabd: The Book Gallery.  In 2010, he received the state government’s Bhai 
Madhavrao Bagal Award for his book ‘Kahani Manav Pranyachi’. Mr. Khare was offered the 
Sahitya Akademi award for his novel ‘Udya’ in 2020 but he politely refused as by then he had 
decided not to accept any awards. 

 Mr.Khare had also worked on the editorial board of ‘Aajcha Sudharak’ newspaper for close to 
eleven years and was a member of the Marathi Science Council. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Center appointed Sanjay Kumar Jain as NLMC interim head 

 The Centre, as part of its efforts to make National Land Management Corporation (NLMC) 
operational, has appointed a joint secretary to the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) 
interim chief executive officer (CEO) of the special purpose vehicle, which has been tasked with 
monetising the surplus land and buildings of public sector undertakings (PSUs). 

 The interim CEO’s job is learnt to have gone to Sanjay Kumar Jain, and the government has 
appointed its nominees to the board of the corporation. 

 The government looks to initiate the process of monetising 3,479 acres of surplus land, identified 
by nine PSUs, and building assets, an official said. 

 Other PSUs and government departments have been asked to prepare a list of assets that can be 
monetised through NLMC. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Drowning Prevention Day 2022: 25th July 

 World Drowning Prevention Day is observed every year on July 25 and was established by the UN 
General Assembly Resolution “Global drowning prevention” from April 2021. This international 
advocacy event provides a platform to draw attention to the devastating and deep effects 
drowning has on families and communities while also outlining life-saving strategies to stop it. 

 A General Assembly decision declared April 20, 2021, as World Drowning Prevention Day. 

 Each year, this international advocacy event provides a platform for highlighting the catastrophic 
effects of drowning on families and communities as well as providing suggestions for its 
prevention. 
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 Every stakeholder is encouraged to observe World Drowning Prevention Day by emphasising the 
need for coordinated, urgent, and multi-sectoral action on tried-and-true drowning prevention 
measures. 

 This includes UN agencies, civil society organisations, governments, the private sector, academia, 
and individuals. 
About UN General Assembly: 
Headquarters: New York, United States 
President: Abdulla Shahid 
About  World Health Organization (WHO) 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 7 April 1948 
Founders: United States, United Kingdom, Brazil, Turkey, Australia & more 
Parent organization: United Nations 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

International Conference on Chemistry and Applications of Soft Materials from Monday  

 The CSIR-National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology (CSIR-NIIST), 
Thiruvananthapuram, will host an International Conference on Chemistry and Applications of 
Soft Materials (CASM 2022) as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations to mark 75th 
year of Independence. Discussions on a variety of subjects, including self-assembly and 
supramolecular materials, soft material chemistry, physics, rheology, and photophysics, 
responsive and smart materials, gels, liquid crystals, polymers, macromolecules and framework 
materials, and functional nanomaterials, as well as soft material applications in electronics and 
energy, will take place at the conference. 

 The event will be opened by renowned scientist T Pradeep from the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Madras. 

 The conference, according to Ajayaghosh, Director of CSIR-NIIST and Conference Chair, will give 
researchers and students the ideal setting to share ideas and create new partnerships in the field 
of soft materials. 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) will sponsor a session on soft materials for 
energy applications, and presentations showcasing the technology development initiatives at 
CSIR-NIIST will also be presented, according to Narayanan Unni, Scientist at CSIR-NIIST and 
Convener of the Conference. 
About Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR): 
Founder: Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar 
Founded: 26 September 1942 
President: Narendra Modi 
Parent institution: Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Kuwaiti emir appoints Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as new Prime Minister 

 The Kuwaiti emir on Sunday issued a decree appointing Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as the 
prime minister and tasking him with forming the new cabinet. 

 As required by the constitution, the prime minister-designate will then inform the National 
Assembly of his nomination before assuming office, according to the Center for Government 
Communication of Kuwait. 

 In May, the Kuwaiti emir approved the resignation of then Prime Minister Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and his cabinet, in which Ahmad served as first deputy prime minister and 
minister of interior. 

 Ahmad was born in 1956 as the eldest son of Kuwaiti Emir Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
He served as the Kuwait National Guard Deputy Commander between November 2020 and 
March 9, 2022. 
About Kuwait: 
Capital: Kuwait City 
Currency: Kuwaiti dinar 
Emir of Kuwait: Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

 
UAE honours Kamal Haasan by granting him Golden Visa 

 Kamal Haasan, a prominent figure in the Tamil cinema industry, has been given the prestigious 
Golden Visa by the United Arab Emirates. The Golden Visa has been given to others besides actor 
Kamal Hasan. Actors Nasser, Mammootty, Mohanlal, Tovino Thomas, Parthiepan, Amala Paul, 
and Shah Rukh Khan all have received it before Kamal Hasan. 

 Kamal Haasan was last spotted, in the box office sensation Vikram. 

 The leading actors of Lokesh Kanagaraj’s Vikram include Kamal Haasan, Vijay Sethupathi, and 
Fahadh Faasil. 

 Supporting actors included Kalidas Jayaram, Narain, Gayathrie, Vasanthi, and Santhana Bharathi. 
Raaj Kamal Films International produced the movie, and Udhayanidhi Stalin’s Red Giant Movies 
distributed it throughout Tamil Nadu. 

 The UAE Golden Visa is an extended resident visa programme which lasts between five and ten 
years. 
About UAE: 
Capital: Abu Dhabi 
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
President: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Prime Minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

 
NATIONAL 

Droupadi Murmu Takes Oath As India's 15th President; First Tribal Woman To Hold Highest 
Constitutional Post  

 Draupadi Murmu took oath as the 15th President of India. She is now the first tribal and the 
second Woman to be the president of India. In the Central Hall of the Parliament, Draupadi 
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Murmu administered the Oath by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana. The ceremony was 
attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other senior politicians. 

 Draupadi Murmu was nominated by the National Democratic Alliance. 

 She was the former governor of Jharkhand and she was the first female governor of Jharkhand. 

 Her opponent in the Presidential election was Yashwant Sinha, whom she defeated by a huge 
margin. 

 She got the lead in the second round of counting where she won 809 votes of MLAs out of 1138 
in 10 states. 

 Draupadi Murmu was appointed as the Governor of Jharkhand on 9th May 2015. She became 
the first female governor of Jharkhand. 

 
SPORTS 

Neeraj Chopra creates history, become, first Indian ever to win silver at world Athletics Championship  

 Neeraj Chopra makes history by winning silver in the World Athletics Championships for the first 
time ever. Neeraj Chopra grinned after his 88.13m throw in the fourth round. His greatest throw 
in the men’s javelin throw final in Eugene, US, allowed him to move into the provisional podium 
spot in second place, which helped to lessen the tension. 

 With a throw of 88.13 metres, Neeraj Chopra, 24, who entered the competition as a heavy 
favourite, won the medal. 

 Neeraj didn’t get off to the best of starts as he started with a foul throw and finished the first 
three rounds with 82.39 and 86.37 metres. 

 He regained his rhythm with a strong throw in the fourth round—88.13 metres, his fourth 
career-best effort—which propelled him into second place, which he retained all the way to the 
finish. His throws number five and six were fouls. 

 
F1: Max Verstappen Wins French Grand Prix after Charles Leclerc Crashes Out 

 Charles Leclerc of Ferrari crashed out of the race on lap 18 but was unharmed, and Max 
Verstappen of Red Bull took first place at Paul Ricard. Lewis Hamilton and George Russell of 
Mercedes finished third and fourth, respectively. At Le Castellet, where the track temperature 
was high, tyre management was essential. After Verstappen pitted on Lap 17, it was up to Leclerc 
to step up. His race was finished in a harsh snap of oversteer at Turn 11, which also caused him 
to shout in rage and brought out the Safety Car. Hamilton and Red Bull’s Sergio Perez pitted and 
started chasing Verstappen after the restart. Verstappen continued to run and took over the 
lead. 

 Verstappen, who is currently leading the championship, had a comfortable lead when the race 
restarted on lap 22. 

 By lap 30 of 53, he had opened a four-second gap over Hamilton and had gone on to win by 
more than ten seconds. 

 At the start of the race, Perez dropped to P3 behind Hamilton and was unable to keep up with 
him. 

 
First Khelo India Fencing Women's League to start on 25th July at Talkatora Indoor Stadium 

 The first Khelo India Fencing Women’s League, which will begin on 25 July, 2022, will be hosted 
by Talkatora Indoor Stadium in New Delhi. The first-of-its-kind national fencing competition for 
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women will take place through the 29th of this month, according to the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports. It will take place in three stages.  

 The Sports Authority of India has sanctioned a total of Rs. 1 crore 54 lakh for the league’s 
operations. Over 17 lakh rupees have been set aside as prize money for each phase. 

 Twenty-one States and more than 300 women have enrolled to take part in the tournament. 

 Bhavani Devi, an athlete from the Tokyo Olympics and the Target Olympic Podium Scheme, will 
compete in the league’s Senior category Sabre event. She is playing on behalf of the Tamil Nadu 
State. 
About Khelo India Youth Games: 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
First event: 2018 
Occur every: Annual 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Vodafone Idea elevates Akshaya Moondra as CEO 

 Vodafone Idea, a telecom Company, said that Akshay Moondra, who currently serves as chief 
financial officer, has been promoted to CEO with effect from August 19. According to the filing, 
Ravinder Takkar, the business’s current managing director and chief executive officer, will 
remain on the board of the company when his tenure is up as a non-executive and non-
independent director. 

 On August 19, 2019, Takkar was chosen as the organization’s MD and CEO for a three-year 
tenure that will expire on August 18. 

 According to the filing, the company will soon make an announcement regarding a new CFO. 

 A subsidiary of Vodafone’s promoter was given permission by the VIL board to receive warrants 
convertible into an equal number of equity shares at a price of Rs 10.20 per warrant, for a total 
of up to Rs 436.21 crore. 
About Vodafone: 
Founder: Gerry Whent and Ernest Harrison 
CEO: Ravindra Takkar (Akshaya Moondra to take charge soon) 
Headquarters: Berkshire, United Kingdom 
Founded: 17 July 1984, Newbury, United Kingdom 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Indian Origin Professor Kaushik Rajashekara wins Global Energy Prize  

 Kaushik Rajashekara, an Indian-origin professor of engineering at the University of Houston, has 
won the prestigious Global Energy Prize for outstanding contributions to transportation 
electrification and energy efficiency technologies while reducing power generation emissions. 

 Only three people in the world were selected this year for the honour, bestowed by the Global 
Energy Association, out of a record 119 nominations from 43 countries. 

 Rajashekara is joined as a 2022 laureate by Viktor Orlov, chief specialist of the Centre for 
Innovative Technologies (Rosatom in Russia) and pioneer in thermonuclear physics; and 
Mercouri Kanatzidis, professor of chemistry and materials science at Northwestern University 
and senior researcher at the Argonne National Laboratory. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Forex Reserves Dive By $7.5 Billion As RBI Uses War Chest To Help Rupee 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) most recent data shows that during the ending week of July 15, 
India’s foreign exchange reserves decreased by $7.5 billion to $572.7 billion. The reserves have 
dropped to their lowest level in 20 months, or since November 6, 2020, when they were $568 
billion.The report showed that foreign currency assets, which decreased by $6.5 billion over the 
week, were the main cause of the reduction in foreign exchange reserves. 

 Shaktikanta Das, governor of the RBI, stated that the existing level of foreign exchange reserves 
is sufficient. 

 According to the July RBI report, the foreign exchange reserves at $580.3 billion on July 8, 2022, 
were sufficient to cover 9.5 months’ worth of anticipated imports for the years 2022–2033. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das  
Headquarters: Mumbai (Bombay), Maharashtra, India 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 

 
  
 


