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NATIONAL 
Water taxi services between Mumbai and Belapur flagged off 

 Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways & AYUSH, Sarbananda Sonowal virtually 
flagged off the ‘Most Awaited’ Water Taxi for citizens of Mumbai, Maharashtra. The Water Taxi 
services will commence from the Domestic Cruise Terminal (DCT) and will also connect nearby 
locations at Nerul, Belapur, Elephanta island and JNPT. The service promises a comfortable, 
stress-free journey, is time-saving and promotes eco-friendly transport.” 

 The Ministry also informed that the newly constructed Belapur jetty, built at a cost of Rs. 8.37 
crore was funded in the 50-50 model under the Sagarmala scheme of the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways. “The new jetty will enable movement of vessels to locations like 
Bhaucha Dhakka, Mandwa, Elephanta and Karanja. 

 
Caravan tourism kick-starts in Kerala with first park in Vagamon 

 Kerala’s first Caravan park is all set to come up in Vagamon, a scenic hill station located in the 
Idukki district. The park, as part of the state governments new Caravan Tourism policy, would be 
thrown open to travellers. Caravan Tourism was introduced by the state Tourism department as 
a safe means for holidaying at a time when people are unable to step out or travel due to the 
outbreak of COVID-19. 

 To meet the rising demands and preferences of tourists in the post-pandemic world, Kerala had 
announced a comprehensive, stakeholder-friendly Caravan Tourism Policy, promising the visitors 
safe, customized and closest-to-nature travel experience. Under the initiative, there will be two 
types of caravans. In one model, two guests shall be accommodated, while the other is for a 
family of four, department sources said. 

 
India’s Largest Career Counselling Project Paramarsh Launched In Bikaner 

 Minister of State for Culture & Parliamentary Affairs, Arjun Ram Meghwal has launched 
‘Pramarsh 2022’, a mega career counselling workshop, for the students of the Bikaner District 
region in Rajasthan. More than one lakh students from thousands of private & government 
schools of Bikaner district and mainly from rural areas participated in this workshop. It is the first 
such incidence in India that more than 1 lakh students participated in Career Counselling in one 
Workshop. 

 The “Pramarsh 2022” workshop is an extension of the effort to bridge the industry-academia gap 
and impart the knowledge about various choices available to the student, to help them make a 
more informed decision. 

 The Workshop was organised jointly by The National Institute of Career Services (NICS), under 
the Ministry of Labour & Employment and Bengaluru-based educational start-up Edumilestones, 
with support from the Directorate of Education, Rajasthan. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Pangolin Day 2022 : 19th February 

 World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the “Third Saturday of February” every year. In 2022, the 
annual World Pangolin Day is being celebrated on 19 February 2022. It marks the 11th edition of 
the event. The day aims to raise awareness about these unique mammals and speed up 
conservation efforts. Pangolin numbers are rapidly declining in Asia and Africa. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

IBA's 17th Annual Banking Technology Awards 2021 

 Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) has announced the IBA’s 17th Annual Banking Technology Awards 
2021. In total South Indian Bank has won 6 awards in the event. This year’s IBA Awards 
celebrating “Next Gen Banking” has recognized technologies and practices in the banking 
industry that have demonstrated a high degree of innovation over the past year. 

 
Karnataka Bank bags awards at tech conference 

 Karnataka Bank has bagged three awards at the 17th Annual Banking Technology Conference 
and Awards: 2020-21 Next-Gen Banking, instituted by Indian Banks’ Association (IBA). The bank 
has won the awards under categories: Best Technology Bank of the Year; Best Fintech Adoption; 
and Best Use of AI/ML & Data Analytics — all runner-ups. 

 With this focus on technology and digital transformation, the bank endeavours to emerge as 
‘Digital Bank of Future’ all the while retaining its core values and identity built on more than 98 
years of purposeful banking history. 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book titled “Dignity in a Digital Age: Making Tech Work for All of Us” authored by Ro Khanna 

 A new book titled “Dignity in a Digital Age: Making Tech Work for All of Us” has authored by Ro 
Khanna released. The book highlights the effects of changing lifestyle patterns of Americans due 
to technological progress. It also mentioned about the digital divide i.e., unequal access to 
technology and revenue, as it is one of the most pressing issues faced by the United States. Ro 
Khanna is an Indian-American who is a US Congressman representing the California district that 
includes the Silicon Valley region. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India's FY22 GDP Growth Seen At 8.8% Says SBI Ecowrap 

 State Bank of India (SBI) Research Report, Ecowrap, has revised downwards the gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth rate of India for FY22 (2021-22) to 8.8 percent. Earlier this was estimated 
at 9.3 per cent. The report projects the GDP to grow at 5.8 per cent in the third quarter (Q3) of 
FY2021-2022 (October-December). 

 The country’s economy expanded by 8.4 per cent in the second quarter of 2021-22, to cross pre-
pandemic levels. However, the GDP growth in the July-September period was slower than the 
20.1 per cent expansion in the previous quarter. 
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RBI allows NBFCs time till September 30 to comply with new NPA norms 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the deadline for non-banking financial companies 
(NBFCs) to comply with new Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) classification norms (the norms are 
issued by RBI in November 2021) to September 2022 from the earlier deadline of March 2022. As 
per the ‘Prudential norms on Income Recognition, Asset Classification and Provisioning 
pertaining to Advances – Clarifications’, which was issued by RBI on November 15, 2021, the loan 
accounts that are classified as NPAs could be upgraded as ‘standard’ assets only if entire arrears 
of interest and principal are paid by the borrower. 

 Currently, RBI has clarified that, the definition of ‘out of order’ as applicable to all loan products 
being offered as an OD facility, including those not meant for business purposes and/or which 
entail interest repayments as the only credits. 

 The ‘90 days period’ for determination of the ‘out of order’ status of a Cash credit/Overdraft 
(CC/OD) account should be inclusive of the day for which the day-end process is being run. 

 
JP Morgan is first bank to enter the metaverse with virtual lounge 

 JPMorgan has become the world’s first bank to set up shop in the metaverse. The largest bank in 
the US has opened a lounge in the blockchain-based world Decentraland. Users can create their 
virtual avatars, build virtual spaces and roam in the lounge christened ‘Onyx Lounge’ after its suit 
of Ethereum-based services. The lounge also features a digital image of the bank’s CEO Jamie 
Dimon. 

 Metaverse is a virtual universe where users can do multiple activities like socialising, shopping or 
even attending events through their avatar. Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) 
headsets are becoming more pocket-friendly, and both technologies have together contributed 
to a significantly enhanced user experience. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Bangladesh, US air forces to conduct joint exercise in Dhaka, Sylhet 

 The air forces of Bangladesh and the United States will conduct a joint tactical airlift exercise 
‘Cope South 22’. The six days exercise has been sponsored by Pacific Air Forces (PACAF). The 
bilateral exercise will be held at Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) Kurmitola Cantonment, Dhaka; and 
Operating Location-Alpha, Sylhet, Bangladesh. 

 The goals of the Pacific Air Forces-sponsored bilateral tactical airlift exercise include improving 
interoperability with the Bangladesh Air Force and supporting the armed forces of Bangladesh’s 
long-term modernisation efforts in order to maintain regional stability. The goal of the exercise 
is bolstering bilateral ties between the two countries through tactical airlift sorties and subject-
matter expert exchanges. 

 
NATIONAL 

Kunsnyom Scheme Launched By LAHDC 
 Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Leh has launched Kunsnyoms scheme 

for differently-abled persons. Kunsnyoms meant Equal for All, Fair for All, aims inclusive and 
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accessible Ladakh. Under the new scheme, Leh Hill council is providing assistive devices, 
technologies to needy people at 90 per cent subsidy. 

 Launching the new scheme, LAHDC Leh Chief Executive Councillor and Chairman, Mr Tashi 
Gyalson and his executive councillors have handed over 28 tri scooters, battery-run 
wheelchairs, walking aids and other aids required for the special needs of the individuals. After 
becoming Union Territory, financially empowered with sufficient allocations of budget, the Hill 
Councils in Ladakh are utilizing the funds for welfare schemes. 

 
SPORTS 

70th Senior National Volleyball Championship: Haryana Men's 
 Haryana team defeated the Indian Railway 3-0, to win the Men’s title in Senior National 

Volleyball Championship 2021-22. Similarly, in the women’s category, the Kerala team defeated 
the Indian Railway 3-1, to lift the trophy. The 70th Senior National Volleyball (Men & Women) 
Championship 2021-22 was held at the Biju Patnaik Indoor Stadium, KIIT Deemed to be 
University, Bhubaneswar. 

 Achyuta Samanta, Founder of KIIT (Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology) & KISS (Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences) attended the event and handed over the trophies to the winners. 

 
Club World Cup: Champions League holders Chelsea become eighth European winners 

 English club, Chelsea has defeated Brazilian club Palmeiras, 2-1, to win the 2021 FIFA Club 
World Cup final. Chelsea has won the FIFA Club World Cup for the first time. The decisive goal 
was scored by Kai Havertz with 3 minutes of extra time to go. Kai Havertz’ nerveless 117th-
minute penalty settled a gruelling Club World Cup final. The final was held at Mohammed bin 
Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi. 

 Chelsea completed a full house of major trophies since Roman Abramovich took over the club in 
2003: Champions League, Europa League, Super Cup, Premier League, FA Cup, League Cup and 
Community Shield. 

 Chelsea became the third English team to win the Club World Cup after Manchester United and 
Liverpool. 

 
OBITURY 

Noted Kannada writer and poet Chennaveera Kanavi died at 94 
 Channaveera Kanavi, an iconic poet and writer in the Kannada language, has passed away. He 

was 93. He was often referred to as ‘Samanvaya Kavi’ (Poet of Reconciliation). Kanavi received 
the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1981 for his work Jeeva Dhwani (Poetry). 

 Born on June 18, 1928, at Hombal village in Gadag district (erstwhile undivided Dharwad 
district) to Sakkreppa ‘Master’, a teacher, and Parvathamma, Mr Kanavi bloomed into a poet at 
Karnatak College under the guidance of then principal V.K. Gokak, a Jnanpith Award winner. He 
joined the publication wing of Karnatak University as secretary. He served the university for 31 
years and retired as director of the publication wing in 1983. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Bihar ropes in Manoj Tiwari as brand ambassador to promote Khadi 
 Bhojpuri singer and BJP MP, Manoj Tiwari will be the brand ambassador of Khadi and other 

handicrafts of Bihar. He will be the “brand ambassador” for Khadi and other handicrafts of 
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Bihar, state minister Syed Shahnawaz Hussain announced. Manoj Tiwari will promote the use of 
Khadi fabric, which was popularized by Mahatma Gandhi during India’s Independence 
movement. Tiwari, who has lent his voice to innumerable foot-tapping numbers, including the 
“Gangs of Wasseypur” chartbuster “Jiya ho Bihar ke lala”. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

TERI's World Sustainable Development Summit 2022 to begin on 16th Feb 
 The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has delivered the inaugural address at The Energy and 

Resources Institute’s (TERI) World Sustainable Development Summit. Mr Luis Abinader, 
President of the Dominican Republic, Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of the Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana, Ms Amina J Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General, United Nations and 
Union Minister Shri Bhupender Yadav were among those present on the occasion. The 21st 
edition of WSDS is scheduled from 16th-18th February 2022. 

 The theme for this year’s summit is Towards a Resilient Planet: Ensuring a Sustainable and 
Equitable Future. 

 The Prime Minister recalled that Environment and sustainable development have been key 
focus areas for him all through his 20 years in office, first in Gujarat and now at the national 
level. 

 The Prime Minister informed about the LED bulbs distribution scheme that has been running for 
over seven years, has helped save more than 220 billion units of electricity and 180 billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year. 

 
NCB organises Darkathon -2022 

 The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) is organising a “Darkathon-2022” to find solutions to 
counter drug trafficking through the darknet. The initiative aims at involving students, youth 
and technical experts to find effective solutions to unravel the anonymity of darknet markets. 
The agency recently smashed three groups of drug peddlers that were operating on the 
network that is accessed through encryption software which enables anonymity of users. 

 The prize money for the first winner is Rs 2.50 lakh, the runner-up would get Rs 2 lakh and the 
third winner Rs 1.50 lakh. The consolation prize for the 4th and 5th place is Rs 25,000 each. The 
online registration will continue till March 31 through https://ncb.cyberchallenge.in. 

                
Twitter adds Paytm as payment provider to boost Tips usage in India 

 Twitter Inc has partnered with Paytm’s payment gateway to improve the support for its ‘Tips’ 
feature in India. With this partnership, Twitter users will be able to use the payments facility of 
Paytm, including its Paytm digital wallet, Paytm Postpaid (buy-now-pay-later service), debit and 
credit cards, and net banking. The feature was announced last year and is one of the company’s 
many efforts to introduce monetisation on the platform. 

 Using the Tips feature, users can send payments to their favourite content creators on Twitter. 
Tips is available since November to all Twitter users above 18 years of age in India. It is available 
in Indian languages including Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Marathi and Tamil. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Jio Platforms picks up 25% stake in US-based Platforms 
 Jio Platforms has picked up a 25% stake in US-based deep-tech startup company TWO Platforms 

for $15 million. Two Platforms is an artificial reality company that focuses on building 
interactive and immersive AI experiences. The two companies have joined hands to fast track 
the adoption of new technologies and build disruptive technologies such as AI, metaverse and 
mixed realities. 

 TWO’s platform enables real-time AI voice and video calls, digital humans, immersive spaces 
and lifelike gaming. It plans to bring its interactive AI technologies first to consumer applications 
followed by entertainment and gaming, as well as enterprise solutions including retail, services, 
education, health and wellness. The platform was founded by Indian-origin computer scientist 
Pranav Mistry. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
WHO Launches Quit Tobacco App. Here Is How The First-Of-Its-Kind Initiative Works 

 World Health Organization (WHO) South-East Asia Region (SEAR) has launched a ‘Quit Tobacco 
App’. This application helps people to give up the use of tobacco in all forms, including 
smokeless and other newer products. The App was launched by Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, 
Regional Director, WHO-SEAR, during WHO’s year-long ‘Commit to quit’ campaign, is the latest 
tobacco control initiative by the WHO South-East Asia Region. 

 The app, the first such by WHO, and the first that targets all forms of tobacco, helps users to 
identify the triggers, set their targets, manage cravings, and stay focused to quit tobacco. 
Tobacco is the world’s leading cause of preventable death and kills nearly 8 million persons 
every year. It claims 1.6 million lives in the WHO South-East Asia Region which is amongst the 
largest producers and consumers of tobacco products. 

 
NATIONAL 

54 apps of Chinese origin banned bans in India 
 The government of India has banned 54 apps of Chinese origin citing security concerns. The 

apps include Sea Ltd.’s marquee game Free Fire and other apps related to tech firms like 
Tencent, Alibaba and NetEase. The apps were banned by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology are re-branded versions of apps banned by India in 2020. Free Fire is 
often compared with PUBG. It is among the world’s most popular mobile games. 

 Under Section 69A of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000 provides government power to 
issue directions for blocking public access of any information through any computer resource. 
This section allows the government to block websites. 

 
Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry to launch a Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs 
(SEED) 

 Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr Virendra Kumar has launched a central 
sector scheme named the Scheme for Economic Empowerment for DNTs, (SEED) at Dr 
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Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi. The total financial outlay for SEED Scheme is 
approximately Rs 200 crore to be spent over a period of 5 years starting Financial Year 2021-22 
to 2025-26. 

 The objective of SEED is the welfare of De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic tribal 
Communities (DNT/NT/SNT), which are the most neglected, marginalized and economically and 
socially deprived communities. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Power Minister RK Singh, Angus Taylor chairs 4th India-Australia Energy Dialogue 
 The 4th India-Australia Energy Dialogue was co-chaired by Union Minister for Power and New & 

Renewable Energy, RK Singh and Australian Energy and Emissions Reduction Minister Angus 
Taylor. Energy Transition was a major area of discussion in the dialogue and both the Energy 
Ministers. Energy Transition activities in their respective countries with a focus on renewables, 
energy efficiency, storage, EVs, critical minerals, mining etc. 

 The need of Climate Finance was also highlighted by India for meeting the Energy Transition 
goals of developing countries. Both the countries signed a Letter of Intent (LoI) for working 
towards reducing the cost of new and renewable energy technologies and scaling up their 
deployment to reduce global emissions. 

 Apart from the power sector, there are many desirable areas of cooperation agreed under the 
other JWGs like reducing costs of Green Hydrogen; cooperation in the sphere of coal-based 
energy security and resource deployment; investment opportunities in the minerals sector; 
exploring the potential for an LNG Partnership, among other areas. 

 
OBITURY 

Veteran Bengali singer Sandhya Mukherjee dies at 90 
 Legendary Bengali singer, Sandhya Mukherjee has passed away at the age of 90 years due to 

cardiac arrest. Her full name was Geetashree Sandhya Mukhopadhyay. She had recently refused 
to accept the Padma award from the central government that was awarded in January 2022. 
She told him that Padma Shree is not an award that should be conferred on a veteran like her. It 
would be demeaning for her to accept it. 

 She was born in Kolkata in 1931, Sandhya Mukherjee recorded her first song in 1948 for the 
Hindi movie Anjaan Garh. The music was composed by Rai Chand Boral. She sang under the 
direction of famous composers such as S D Burman, Roshan and Madan Mohan. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

RailTel Corp wins 'Plaque Shield' ICAI Awards for Excellence 
 RailTel has bagged the ICAI award for excellence in financial reporting for the year 2020-21 in 

Public Sector Entities Category. The company was adjudged as the winner in the category 
“plaque”. Financial Reporting includes the preparation and presentation of financial 
information. Effective Financial Reporting plays a significant role in accelerating the economic 
growth of a country as the information provided through annual reports enables the 
management and other relevant stakeholders in taking various effective business, investment, 
regulatory decisions. 

 The award was given by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI), the premier 
accounting body which has been holding the annual competition for these awards since 1958. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

This award has been instituted with a view to promote better standards in the preparation and 
presentation of information in the financial statements. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

SEBI makes separation of chairperson and MD, CEO roles voluntary; experts evaluate stance 
 Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) board has decided to make provision for 

separation of the roles of chairperson and MD/CEO as ‘voluntary’ against ‘mandatory’ earlier. 
The market regulator had in June 2017 set up a committee on corporate governance under 
Uday Kotak with a view to seek recommendations to further enhance corporate governance 
norms for listed companies. 

 One of the recommendations that the Committee came out with was the separation of the roles 
of chairperson and MD/CEO of listed companies. This was proposed to provide a better and 
more balanced governance structure by enabling more effective and objective supervision of 
the management. The Sebi board, in its meeting in March 2018 approved the proposal for the 
top 500-listed entities. Later the deadline for compliance was extended by two years in January 
2020. 

 
Yes Bank launched ‘Agri Infinity’ programme 

 Private sector lender, Yes Bank has launched an ‘Agri Infinity’ programme for digital financing 
solutions in the food and agriculture sector ecosystem by mentoring entrepreneurial ventures 
in this field. Agri-fintech start-ups working on financial innovations across the food and 
agriculture value chain are eligible to apply under this programme and can work with Yes Bank 
for digital solutions. 

 Through the initiative, a select cohort of startups will not only receive mentoring by veteran 
bankers for experiential co-development but also get access to YES BANK’s digital banking 
infrastructure and network, collaborative opportunities to pilot new solutions and fundraising 
advisory. Those involved in originations, farmer on-boarding, farmer KYC, credit scoring, risk 
assessment, monitoring and mitigation, disbursement and recovery solutions and cash 
management system, among others, can apply. 

 
SIDBI launches 'waste to wealth creation' programme in Bengal 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has launched the ‘Waste to Wealth Creation’ 
programme for women in the Sundarbans in West Bengal. In this, the women will make 
ornaments and showpieces from the fish scales. SIDBI will extend benefits to 50 women 
indirectly generating revenues from alternate livelihoods. 

 Under this programme, Later, these women are expected to become a trainer for replicating 
and disseminating the knowledge among other aspirants. This is a part of mission Swavalamban 
of SIDBI that aims to support artisans to become sustainable. 

 
Centre cuts agri-cess on crude palm oil 

 With a view to provide further relief to consumers and to keep in check any further rise in the 
prices of domestic edible oils, the Centre has reduced the agri-cess for Crude Palm Oil from 7.5 
per cent to 5 per cent. The current basic rate of import duty of zero per cent on Crude Palm Oil, 
Crude Soyabean oil, and Crude Sunflower Oil up to the 30th of September this year. This will 
give relief to consumers and prevent a further rise in the price of domestic edible oils. 
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 The 12.5 per cent import duty on refined palm oils, 17.5 per cent on refined soyabean oil, and 
17.5 per cent on refined sunflower oil will continue in effect until September 30, 2022. 
Furthermore, under the Essential Commodities Act of 1955, the government has set stock limit 
levels on edible oils and oilseeds up to June 30th of this year. 
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NATIONAL 
Dabur Becomes India's First 'Plastic Waste Neutral' FMCG Company, Recycles 100% Plastic Sold As 
Product Packaging 

 Dabur India has become the first Indian consumer goods company to become completely plastic 
waste neutral. It has done this by collecting, processing and recycling around 27,000 metric 
tonnes of post-consumer plastic waste during FY21-22. Dabur has achieved the landmark of 
surpassing its plastic packaging usage with recycling. Dabur’s Plastic Waste Management 
initiative was launched in 2017-18 as part of the Plastic Waste Management (PWM) Rule. 

 Dabur has also announced the beginning of a new ‘Save the Environment’ campaign in Himachal 
Pradesh to raise community awareness about how to manage home plastic waste. They have 
also been working with school children in towns and villages as part of this commitment, 
educating them about different forms of garbage and the benefits of sorting them at the 
source. They have been assisting government schools by providing waste bins, sanitary facilities, 
and IEC (Information, Education, and Communication) materials. 

 
Jaisalmer Desert Festival , Desert Fair Festival 2022 

 The renowned Jaisalmer Desert Festival, also known as Maru Mahotsav of the Golden City 
started from 13 to 16 February 2022 at Pokaran village in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. It is a four-day-
long annual event started with a colorful grand procession followed by Miss Pokaran and Mister 
Pokran competitions. Regional folk dances such as Kalbelia, Kachhi Ghodi, Gair will be 
performed. 

 Rajasthan Minority Affairs Minister, Shale Mohammad flagged off the event. The festival is 
celebrated amidst the beautiful dunes of the Thar Desert in the Sam dunes (42 kilometres from 
Jaisalmer). 

 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs helps rekindle Telangana’s State Festival of Medaram Jathara with added 
vigour 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, has sanctioned Rs. 2.26 Crores for Medaram 
Jatara 2022 Festival in Telangana. In 2022, the festival is being held from February 16 to 19, 
2022. Medaram Jatara is the second-largest fair in India, after the Kumbh Mela. Medaram Jatara 
is conducted in honour of the Goddesses Sammakka and Saralamma. It was declared a State 
Festival in 1998. 

 The four-day tribal festival is celebrated once in two years in the month of “Magha” (February) 
on the full moon day, in Medaram Village of Mulugu district in Telangana. The festival is 
organised by the second-largest Tribal Community of Telangana, the Koya tribe, in collaboration 
with the Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Telangana. 
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Indian FM Sitharaman launches first colour souvenir coin on 'Panchtantra' 

 Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman has launched the first colour souvenir coin on 
‘Panchtantra’ on the occasion of the 17th foundation day of Security Printing and Minting 
Corporation of India Limited (SPMCIL). The finance minister in her address stressed on upskilling 
and acquiring new skills, and up-gradation to meet the technology-driven economy. Further, 
she emphasized on ramping up the quality of products and to brand SPMCIL as lead producers 
of currency and other sovereign products. 

 
SPORTS 

South Africa's Keegan Petersen, England's Heather Knight ICC Players Of The Month For January 
 South Africa’s Test sensation Keegan Petersen and England women’s team captain Heather 

Knight were voted ICC Players of the Month for January 2022. In the men’s category, South 
African batter Keegan Petersen was a sensation during the home Test series against India. He 
ended the series as the highest run-scorer with 276 runs and was named the Player of the 
Series. 

 For the women’s award, England skipper Knight beat off competition from Sri Lanka captain 
Chamari Athapaththu and West Indies star Deandra Dottin to be named ICC Player of the Month 
for January 2022. Knight captained England in the one-off Ashes Test against Australia in 
Canberra and finished as the highest run-getter. 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Vedanta-Foxconn JV to manufacture semiconductors in India 
 The Indian mining major Vedanta has tied up with Taiwanese electronics manufacturing 

company, Hon Hai Technology Group (better known as Foxconn) to form a joint venture (JV) for 
manufacturing semiconductors in India. Anil Agarwal, the non-executive Chairman of Vedanta, 
will be the Chairman of the JV company. 

 This is the first JV in the electronics manufacturing sector after the government announced a Rs 
76,000 crore production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for semiconductor and display 
manufacturing, to create an ecosystem of local production of semiconductors in India. Vedanta 
will be the majority shareholder in the JV while Foxconn will hold minority share. 

 
APPOINTMEN & RESIGNATION 

IAS Officer Vineet Joshi appointed as new CBSE chairman 
 IAS Vineet Joshi has been appointed as the new Chairman of the Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE). He replaces IAS Manoj Ahuja, who has been appointed as the Officer on 
Special Duty (OSD) in the Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. Mr Joshi, a 1992-
batch IAS officer of the Manipur cadre, is an Additional Secretary, Department of Higher 
Education, under the Ministry of Education. He is also the Director-General of the National 
Testing Agency (NTA). In 2010 as well he got the responsibility of CBSE chairman. 

 
OBITURY 

Legendary singer and music composer Bappi Lahiri dies at 69 
 Veteran singer and composer, Bappi Lahiri has passed away at the age of 69. He was lovingly 

called Bappi Da in the industry is known for delivering iconic songs in several films of the late 
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1970s-80s like Chalte Chalte, Disco Dancer, and Sharaabi. His last Bollywood song was Bhankas 
for the 2020 film Baaghi 3. 

 The singer is known for his gold chains. His real name was Alokesh Lahiri. He joined BJP in 2014. 
He was declared a BJP candidate from Srerampur (Lok Sabha constituency) in West Bengal for 
the 2014 Indian general election and lost. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

ICICI Bank's Sandeep Bakhshi is Business Standard Banker of the Year 
 Sandeep Bakhshi has been named the Business Standard Banker of the Year 2020-21. He is the 

managing director (MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) of ICICI Bank. The winner was chosen 
by a jury of 5 members chaired by former Reserve Bank of India deputy governor S S Mundra. 
For 2020-21, ICICI Bank reported a net profit of Rs 16,193 crore against Rs 7,931 crore during 
the previous financial year. 

 Banks with an asset size of Rs 50,000 crore and above as of March 2021. 
 10 per cent or more growth in profits prior to provisioning in the past one-, two- and three-year 

periods. Only 10 banks qualified, and that was further brought down to seven. 
 

BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
Indias retail inflation accelerates to 6.01% in January, hits 7-month high 

 India’s retail inflation, as measured by the consumer price index (CPI), accelerated to 6.01% in 
the month of January, breaching the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) tolerance band of 6%, albeit 
marginally. The surge in inflation print was driven by higher consumer goods and telecom prices 
along with a comparatively low rate a year ago. 

 Inflation, as measured by the consumer price index (CPI) was 5.66% in the preceding month of 
December. The Central bank’s monetary policy has been given the mandate to maintain annual 
inflation at 4% until March 31, 2026, with an upper tolerance of 6% and a lower tolerance of 
2%. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
German President Steinmeier reelected for second term 

 German President, Frank-Walter Steinmeier has been re-elected for a second term of five years 
by a special parliamentary assembly. This is also the final term for Steinmeier, which he won 
with 71% of the vote. The special assembly was made up of the members of parliament of the 
lower house and representatives of Germany’s 16 states. Steinmeier was first elected as the 
president on February 12, 2017, with 74% of the vote. 

 Before first becoming president in 2017, Steinmeier, 66, served two stints as Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s foreign minister and earlier was chief of staff to Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. 
Germany’s president has little executive power but is considered an important moral authority. 
After a messy parliamentary election result in 2017, Steinmeier helped prod politicians to form 
a new coalition government rather than holding out for a new vote. 
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Governor Manoj Sinha launches QR code-based mechanism for certification, labelling of handmade 
carpets of J&K 

 Jammu and Kashmir lieutenant governor, Manoj Sinha has launched a QR code-based 
mechanism for certification and labelling of handmade carpets of the union territory. With the 
QR-based application, which is the first of its kind in the country, customers can check and 
verify the authenticity and other requisite details of carpets produced in Jammu and Kashmir, 
read an official statement from the administration. Manoj Sinha also felicitated UT’s awardees 
of Handicrafts & Handloom. J&K Handicrafts are repositories of India’s creative traditions that 
are serving as a cultural expression. 

 The Jammu and Kashmir government has introduced Export Incentive Scheme. Under this 
scheme, the incentive of 10 per cent of the total volume of GI certified Handicrafts and 
Handloom products exported to any country, with a maximum reimbursement of up to Rs 5 
crores, shall be provided to eligible exporters registered with the Department of Handicrafts 
and Handloom. 

  
Indore's Central Jail gets its own FM radio channel 'Jail Vaani' 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the Central Jail of Indore has started its own radio channel ‘Jail Vaani-FM 
18.77’. Through this radio channel, the jail inmates will get to know about the happening in the 
world. The radio channel will also provide the jail inmates with information on health and social 
issues. 

 The radio station will act as a medium for prisoners to tell their own stories and also to share 
their experiences. The aim is to inform jail inmates about what is happening across the world. 
Jails with such innovative measures adopted for the reform of prisoners will certainly act as 
correctional institutions. 

 
Centre approves continuation of police modernisation scheme for 5 yrs with Rs 26,275 crore 

 The Government has approved the continuation of the Scheme of Modernization of State Police 
Forces (MPF Scheme) for five years from 2021-22 to 2025-26. Total Central financial outlay for 
five years is Rs. 26,275 crores. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) since 1969-70. 

 The objective of the scheme is to gradually reduce the dependence of the State Governments 
on the Army and the Central Armed Police Forces to control internal security and law and order 
situations by equipping the State Police Forces adequately and strengthening their training 
infrastructure. 

 The focus of the scheme is to build cutting edge level police infrastructure by the construction 
of secure police stations, training centres, police housing (residential), equipping the police 
stations with the required mobility, modern weaponry, communication equipment and forensic 
set-up etc. 

 
17th Mumbai International Film Festival to be held from May 29-June 5 

 The 17th edition of the Mumbai International Film Festival for Documentary, Short Fiction and 
Animation films (MIFF-2022) is scheduled to take place from 29 May to 4 June, 2022 at the Films 
Division complex, Mumbai. Those films which were completed between September 1, 2019, and 
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December 31, 2021, are eligible. The best documentary of the festival will receive a Golden 
Conch and 10 lakh in a cash award. As India is celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the current 
edition has instituted a special award for the best short film on the theme India@75. 

 The programme is organized by the Films Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
since 1990, with support from the Government of Maharashtra, and focuses on documentary, 
short fiction and animation films. It is the oldest and largest festival for non-feature films in 
South Asia. 

 
 APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

ICAI elects CA Debashis Mitra as President and CA Aniket Sunil Talati as Vice-President 
 Debashis Mitra has been elected as the President of The Institute of Chartered Accountants of 

India (ICAI) for the year 2022-23. Mitra, who is serving his third term in ICAI Council, has been in 
the accounting profession for more than 34 years. Apart from being a Chartered Accountant, he 
is also a Cost Accountant and a Company Secretary. He holds a master’s degree in commerce 
and is also a law graduate as well as a qualified Information Systems Auditor. 

 Aniket Sunil Talati has been elected as Vice President of the institute, which has more than 3.40 
lakh members and over 7 lakh students. 

 Talati, who has a master’s degree in commerce, served as Chairman of Ahmedabad Branch of 
ICAI for the year 2014-15 and as Secretary, WIRC for the year 2017-18. 

 
Tata Group appoints former Turkish Airlines chairman Ilker Ayci as new Air India MD and CEO 

 Ilker Ayci has been appointed as the new CEO and MD of Air India. He will assume his 
responsibilities on or before 1st April 2022. Ilker Ayci is a former chairman of Turkish Airlines. 
Ilker is an aviation industry leader who led Turkish Airlines to its current success during his 
tenure there. 

 Ayci was born in Istanbul in 1971. After graduating from the Department of Political Science and 
Public Administration at Bilkent University, he served as a researcher in the Department of 
Political Sciences at Leeds University in the U.K. 

 Starting his career in 1994, he was assigned several positions in Kurtsan Ilaclar A.S., Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality, Universal Dis Ticaret A.S., respectively, and then he served as a 
general manager in Basak Sigorta A.S. between 2005-2006, and then in Gunes Sigorta A.S. 
between 2006 and 2011. 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘How to Prevent the Next Pandemic’ authored by Bill Gates 
 A book titled ‘How to Prevent the Next Pandemic’ has authored by Bill Gates will be published 

this year in May 2022. In the book Bill Gates has written about specific steps that can only stop 
future pandemics but, in the process, provide better health care for everyone around the world. 

 His last book, “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: The Solutions We Have and the Breakthroughs 
We Need”, was released in February 2021. The book, to be published by Penguin Random 
House internationally and Knopf in the US. 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
ABG Shipyard, its directors booked by CBI in Rs 22,842-cr bank fraud case 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has booked ABG Shipyard for an alleged Rs 22,842-crore 
financial fraud. ABG Shipyard is the flagship entity of ABG Group. It has cheated a consortium of 
28 banks and financial institutions of Rs. 22,842 crore. This is the biggest bank fraud case ever 
registered by the CBI. The case pertained to funds gotten and misused during the 2012-17 
period. Rishi Agarwal, the then CMD of ABG Shipyard has been named in the FIR. 

 This consortium was led by ICICI Bank. Of this, ABG Shipyard owes Rs. 7,089 crore to ICICI Bank, 
Rs. 3,639 crores to IDBI Bank, Rs. 2,925 crores to State Bank, Rs. 1,614 crores to Bank of Baroda, 
and Rs. 1,244 crore to Punjab National Bank, among others. The Funds given by these banks 
were used by the executives of ABG Shipyard for purposes other than for which they were given 
and they were engaged in diversion of funds, misappropriation and criminal breach of trust. The 
same has been revealed in a report submitted by M/s. Ernst & Young LP. 

 
RBL Bank partners with Creditas Solutions to automate collections 

 RBL Bank has partnered with Creditas Solutions for its ‘Neo Collections’ platform. The bank will 
utilise the SaaS-based platform to accelerate efficiency in collections across the loan cycle. The 
platform is built to automate strategies for reaching out to customers individually in an 
empathetic manner and motivate them to repay loans. 

 The platform can also determine the best course of action for every customer by offering 
customised payment plans to service debt, schedule an EMI plan or opt for payment resolution 
options. The Neo Collections Platform, a Do It Yourself (DIY) debt management platform, will 
help our customers seamlessly monitor, manage and pay their dues. 
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurates 14.5 km long rail-cum-road-bridge over Ganga river at 
Munger in Bihar 

 The Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari and Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar jointly inaugurated the 14.5-kilometre long ‘Rail-cum-Road-Bridge’ in Bihar. The 
much-awaited bridge is constructed over the River Ganga on NH 333B in Bihar’s Munger region. 
The cost of the ‘Rail-cum-Road-Bridge’ project is Rs 696 crore. The new bridge will reduce travel 
time, give a boost to tourism, agriculture as well as generate employment opportunities. 

 One of Bihar’s major tourist and pilgrimage sites, the city of Munger is well known for its rich 
ancient history, culture, education and commerce. With the construction of this Rail-cum-Road-
Bridge, the distance from Munger to Khagaria will be less than 100 kilometres and also, the 
distance from Munger to Begusarai will be less than 20 kilometres. 

 
President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurates politically significant Durbar Hall at Raj Bhavan 

 President of India, Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the Durbar Hall at Raj Bhavan, situated at 
Malabar Hill, Mumbai. While retaining the heritage features of the old court hall, the new hall 
has been given additional features such as a balcony and a sea view gallery. Durbar Hall has 
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political importance as it has been associated with oath-taking ceremonies of the Governors, 
chief ministers of the state. 

 Earlier, the inauguration of Durbar Hall was scheduled on December 8, 2021, but it was 
postponed due to the sudden demise of General Bipin Rawat, chief of defence staff in a 
helicopter crash. 

  
Army holds 1st hackathon to boost cyber warfare 

 Indian army has conducted a first-of-its-kind Hackathon named “Sainya Ranakshetram”. The 
hackathon was conducted in the Military College of Telecommunication Engineering (MCTE), 
Mhow under the overall guidance of the Shimla-based Army Training Command (ARTRAC), one 
of the seven commands of the Indian Army. 

 The event was conducted from 01 October 2021 to 31 December 2021 under the name of 
“Sainya Ranakshetram”, in collaboration with the Rashtriya Raksha University. 

 The virtual event witnessed the participation of over 15,000 participants and comprised a 
number of challenges based on Secure Coding, Software Defined Radio exploitation and Cyber 
Offensive skills. Further, the main highlights of the event included participants competing with 
each other in cyberspace against simulated threats. 

 Additionally, the event also hosted a plethora of training sessions and sessions by experts for 
the participants. Cyber enthusiasts from across India were the cynosure in the entire event. 

 
Maharashtra’s Health Minister announces "Hope Express" will be launched to prevent cancer 

 Maharashtra’s Health Minister, Rajesh Tope has announced that “Hope Express” will be 
launched in the state to prevent cancer. This is the first such machine in India. He was speaking 
at the launch of a state-of-the-art Mosaic-3D radiation machine at a private hospital in 
Kolhapur. The State Health Minister also promised to take initiative to start Hope Express in 
every district of the state through district planning. 

 The State Health Minister also promised to take initiative to start Hope Express in every district 
of the state through district planning. He also inaugurated the Oncoprime Cancer Center online 
at the Hattarki Hospital in Gadhinglaj. The centre will benefit patients in rural areas. 

 
 SPORTS 

ESPNcricinfo awards 2021: Rishabh Pant wins ‘Test Batting Award’, Kane Williamson is ‘Captain of 
Year’ 

 In the 15th Edition of ESPNcricinfo Awards, India’s wicketkeeper-batsman, Rishabh Pant wins 
the ‘Test Batting’ award by scoring 89 not out, helped India to win the Border Gavaskar Trophy 
2021 by (2-1) and shattered Australia’s unbeaten record at Gabba after 32 years. Rishabh Pant 
was the top scorer of the series for the Indian team, scoring (274 runs). 

 New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson was adjudged ‘Captain of the Year’. 
 The Test bowling award went to Kyle Jamieson (New Zealand) for his 5 wickets leaving just 31 

runs, which helped New Zealand in becoming the first World Test champions (2019-2021). 
 England fast bowler Ollie Robinson was named Debutant of the Year. 
 Saqib Mahmood’s 4 for 42 in a nine-wicket win over Pakistan got him the top ODI bowling prize. 
 Jos Buttler won the T20I batting award. 
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 The ODI batting and T20I bowling awards went to Pakistan. Fakhar Zaman won the top batting 
prize. Shaheen Afridi won the T20I bowling award for his annihilation of India in the 10-wicket 
win for Pakistan at the T20 World Cup. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Chairman of SC-appointed panel on Char Dham all-weather road resigns 
 Veteran environmentalist Ravi Chopra has resigned as chairman of the Supreme Court’s High 

Powered Committee (HPC) on the Char Dham project. His belief that the HPC could protect this 
fragile (Himalayan) ecology has been shattered. The Supreme Court on December 14 allowed 
double-lane widening of roads for the project in view of “security concerns.” 

 In his resignation letter to the secretary-general of the Supreme Court on January 27, Chopra 
referred to the apex court’s December 2021 order that accepted the wider road configuration 
to meet defence needs, instead of what the HPC had recommended and the SC accepted in its 
earlier order in September 2020. In 2018, the project was challenged by an NGO for its potential 
impact on the Himalayan ecology due to felling trees, cutting hills and dumping excavated 
material. In 2019, the SC formed the HPC Chopra to examine the issues, and in September 2020, 
accepted his recommendation on road width etc. 

  
Actor Pankaj Tripathi invests in agritech startup Krishi Network 

 Cultino Agrotech Pvt Ltd, which runs agritech app Krishi Network has roped in film actor Pankaj 
Tripathi as a brand ambassador, with a view to reaching out to farmers to its app. Tripathi’s 
background as a farmer resonates with the platform’s aim to aid farmers to grow their profits 
by offering them solutions to critical decisions. The app is currently available in Hindi, Marathi, 
Punjabi, and English, and is planned to be launched in other languages soon. 

 The startup plans to use the fresh funds to boost their artificial intelligence-based technology 
platform across India. Founded by IIT Kharagpur alumni Ashish Mishra and Siddhant Bhomia, 
Krishi Network leverages the growing rural internet penetration to create a platform that eases 
information accessibility for farmers and enables them to generate higher profits from their 
land. 

 
 RANKING 

India among top 5 economies for ease of starting new business 
 The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) 2021/2022 report, unveiled at the Dubai Expo, 

India is among the top five easiest places to start a new business. The survey of Indian 
respondents, who answered questions on their entrepreneurial activity, attitudes to enterprise 
and view of their local entrepreneurial ecosystem, found that 82% think it is easy to start a 
business, placing India fourth globally. It was topped by Saudi Arabia and followed by 
Netherlands & Sweden. 

 India has topped amongst low-income economies (according to GDP per capita) on different 
Entrepreneurial Framework Conditions such as Entrepreneurial Finance, Ease of Access to 
Finance, Government Policy: Support and Relevance; and Government Support: Taxes and 
Bureaucracy; while Government Entrepreneurial Programmes was ranked second highest. 
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NABARD launches JIVA to promote natural 

 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has launched the ‘JIVA 
programme’ to promote natural farming under its existing watershed and wadi programmes in 
11 states. To effectively implement the principles of agroecology long-term sustainability and 
transform the pre-existing social and natural capital towards efficient farming. 

 JIVA is an agroecology-based programme, an amalgamation of several projects under the 
watershed programme of NABARD and will be implemented in 11 states covering five 
agroecological zones, which are in ecologically fragile and rain-fed areas. 

 
IAF to show off ‘Made in India’ Tejas fighter jets at Singapore Air Show 2022 

 The 44-member contingents of the Indian Air Force (IAF) has reached the Changi International 
Airport in Singapore on February 12, 2022, to participate in the ‘Singapore Air Show-2022’, 
which is scheduled to be held from February 15 to 18, 2022. Singapore Air Show is a biennial 
event that provides a platform for the Global Aviation Industry to showcase its products. 

 The IAF will showcase its indigenous Tejas MK-I ac during the event. It will also interact with 
counterparts from RSAF (Royal Singapore Air Force) & other participating contingents. 

 The Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will display low-level aerobatics to showcase its superior 
handling characteristics and manoeuvrability. 

  
SMILE Scheme 2022 for Transgenders & Beggars Rehabilitation 

 The Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment, Dr Virendra Kumar has launched the 
Central Sector scheme titled “SMILE”. SMILE stands for Support for Marginalized Individuals for 
Livelihood and Enterprise. The new umbrella scheme aims to provide welfare measures to the 
Transgender community and the people engaged in the act of begging. The scheme will give the 
necessary legal protection, social security and a promise to a secured life to the targeted group. 
The Ministry has allocated Rs. 365 crore for the scheme for five years from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 
 OBITURY 

Rahul Bajaj, former chairman of Bajaj Auto, passes away at 83 
 Noted industrialist and former chairman of Bajaj Auto, Rahul Bajaj, has passed away, due to 

pneumonia and a heart problem. He was awarded the third-highest civilian award Padma 
Bhushan in 2001. He was the chairman emeritus of the Indian conglomerate Bajaj Group, the 
parent company of Bajaj Auto. He stepped down as the non-executive chairman of Bajaj Auto in 
April 2021 and transferred the responsibility to Niraj Bajaj. 

 
France's Nobel winner for co-discovery of HIV virus dies aged 89 

 Luc Montagnier, a French virologist who shared a Nobel Prize in 2008 for discovering the virus 
that causes AIDS, passed away. He was 89. The discovery of H.I.V. began in Paris on Jan. 3, 1983. 
That was the day that Dr. Montagnier (pronounced mon-tan-YAY), who directed the Viral 
Oncology Unit at the Pasteur Institute, received a piece of the lymph node that had been 
removed from a 33-year-old man with AIDS. 
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 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Radio Day 2022: 13rd February 
 World Radio Day is celebrated on 13 February each year to recognize radio as a powerful 

medium, which brings people together from every corner of the globe, to promote diversity and 
help build a more peaceful and inclusive world. The day was Proclaimed in 2011 by the Member 
States of UNESCO and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012 as an 
International Day, February 13 became World Radio Day (WRD). 

  
International Epilepsy Day 2022: 14th February 

 International Epilepsy Day is observed every year on the Second Monday of February across the 
world. In 2022, International Epilepsy Day falls on February 14, 2022. International Epilepsy Day 
seeks to raise awareness and educate the general public on the true facts about epilepsy and 
the urgent need for improved treatment, better care, and greater investment in research. 

 The day is organised jointly by the International Bureau for Epilepsy (IBE) and the International 
League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) to raise awareness about epilepsy and highlight the kinds of 
problems faced by victims, their friends and family. Epilepsy is a neurological disorder that 
makes a person go through sudden and recurrent episodes of sensory disturbances. 

 
'Anti-Smuggling Day' 11 February To Strike Better Coordination Between Agencies: FICCI CASCADE 

 The FICCI’s Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy 
(CASCADE) has taken the initiative to launch Anti-Smuggling Day, which will be marked on 11 
February every year. The inaugural Anti-Smuggling Day is being observed on February 11, 2022. 

 Anti-Smuggling Day will gather momentum and bring together policymakers, international 
institutions, enforcement agencies, industry members, media, and consumers for their 
commitment to take action to fight against the global menace of smuggling. 

 ‘Anti-Smuggling Day’ will represent a major step in the fight against the global menace of 
smuggling. 

 With no country immune to the impact of smuggling and no single sector can be said to be an 
exception, this day will highlight the mounting hazard of smuggling. It will not only call for 
attention for creating awareness on this issue, but will also evaluate what more needs to be 
done at a national and international level in mitigating this challenge. 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “India–Africa Relations: Changing Horizons” authored by Rajiv Bhatia 
 Ambassador Rajiv Kumar Bhatia, a Distinguished Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies Programme at 

Gateway House, has authored a new book (his 3rd book) titled “India-Africa Relations: Changing 
Horizons” which explores the emergence and assertion of Africa as a significant actor and 
stakeholder in global affairs and the transformation of the relationship between India and 
Africa. 

 The book also provides a detailed exploration of India–the Africa partnership in all its critical 
dimensions. The book describes the historical backdrop and shared colonial past to focus on 
and contextualise the evolution of the India – Africa engagement. 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

Sebi revamps advisory committee on Investor Protection and Education Fund 
 Securities and Exchange Board of India has restructured its advisory committee on Investor 

Protection and Education Fund (IPEF), under the chairmanship of G Mahalingam. The advisory 
committee on IPEF is an eight-member committee that will take G Mahalingam, former Whole 
Time Member of SEBI, as its new Chairperson. Members of Committee: Vijay Kumar 
Venkataraman, Mrin Agarwal, A Balasubramanian, M G Parameswaran, GP Garg, N Hariharan 
and Jayanta Jash. 

 In 2013, the committee was established by the SEBI to find out ways and means to best utilize 
the investor protection and education fund. Earlier the committee was headed by Abraham 
Koshy, former professor of Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A), Gujarat. 

 The committee is mandated to recommend investor education and protection activities for the 
utilization of the SEBI Investor Protection and Education Fund (IPEF). 

   
 


