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NATIONAL 
World’s Most Admired Men 2021:  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has ranked 8th on the list of the world’s top 20 most admired 
men, in a survey carried out by data analytics company YouGov. PM Modi is ahead of Shah Rukh 
Khan, Amitabh Bachchan and Virat Kohli. The list has been compiled taking feedback from 42,000 
people in 38 countries. 

 Apart from PM Modi, the other Indian men who, according to the survey, were the most 
admired in 2021 include Sachin Tendulkar, Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan and Virat Kohli. 
The list also includes the most admired Indian women of 2021 has Priyanka Chopra, Aishwarya 
Rai Bachchan and Sudha Murty. 

 
SPORTS 

Sports Minister Anurag Thakur formally inaugurated Khelo India Women’s Hockey League  

 Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur formally inaugurated the first-ever national-level Khelo 
India Women’s Hockey League at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi. The winner 
of the Khelo India Women’s Hockey League will get a cash prize of 30 lakhs. In the first phase, 
total 14 teams will participate in the league and 42 matches will be played from 15 December to 
21 December. 

 The second and third phases will be organized in early next year. The Sports Authority of India 
and Hockey India are jointly organizing the first-ever national-level Khelo India league. This is the 
first big event that will be organized at the Major Dhyanchand Stadium after 2015. 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

NASA's Parker Solar Probe enters the Sun's atmosphere for the first time 

 NASA’s Parker Solar Probe has entered the Sun’s upper atmosphere for, first time in history. In 
2018, launched the Parker Solar Probe aims to unravel the mysteries of the Sun by travelling 
closer to it. After three years of launching, Parker has finally arrived in the solar atmosphere. 
Parker Solar Probe has flown through the Sun’s upper atmosphere for the first time in history – 
the corona. The probe sampled particles and magnetic fields there. 

 The new milestone marks one major step for Parker Solar Probe and one giant leap for solar 
science. Just as landing on the Moon allowed scientists to understand how it was formed, 
touching the very stuff the Sun is made of will help scientists uncover critical information about 
our closest star and its influence on the solar system. 

 
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

Army chief MM Naravane takes charge as chairperson of Chiefs of Staff Committee 

 Army Chief General M.M. Naravane has assumed the charge as the chairman of the Chiefs of 
Staff Committee that comprises the three service chiefs. The post fell vacant following the death 
of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat in the Indian Air Force helicopter crash on 
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December 8. General Naravane has been given the charge, as he is the senior-most among the 
three service chiefs. 

 IAF Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari and Navy Chief Admiral R. Hari Kumar had taken over their 
respective positions on September 30 and November 30. Before the creation of the post of the 
Chief of Defence Staff, the senior-most among the three service chiefs used to be the chairman 
of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

TVS Motor and BMW Motorrad tie up For Electric Vehicles Production 

 India’s TVS Motor Company will develop electric vehicles (EV) with BMW’s motorcycle brand in 
India, joining a host of Indian automakers that have sought to expand their clean mobility 
offering. The tie-up comes at a time when new-age start-ups like Ola Electric & Ather are 
ramping up investment in electric scooters. 

 Under the extended scope of the partnership, the companies plan to come up with an electric 
vehicle platform in addition to the existing internal combustion platform for both global and 
domestic markets. The first product under the enhanced co-operation, an electric model suited 
for the urban ecosystem, is expected to make its debut in the next 24 months. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Arabic Language Day 2021: 18th December 

 World Arabic Language Day is observed globally on 18th December every year. The Arabic 
language is one of the pillars of the cultural diversity of mankind. It is one of the most widely 
used languages in the world, spoken daily by more than 400 million people. The purpose of this 
day is to raise awareness of the history, culture and development of the language by preparing a 
program of special activities and events. 

 The theme of this year’s World Arabic Language Day is “The Arabic Language and Civilizational 
Communication”, and it is considered as a call to reaffirm the important role that the Arabic 
language plays in building bridges of connection between people on the rise of culture, science, 
literature and many other fields. 

 
National Minorities Rights Day 2021: 18th December 

 Every year, December 18 is observed as the Minorities Rights Day to uphold the right to freedom 
and equal opportunities for the ethnic minorities in India and create awareness about the 
respect and dignity of the minorities. India has faced many obstacles since the British Rule 
regarding basic human rights. However, these rights were safeguarded after the independence 
and people must be made aware of it. Thus we celebrate Minorities Rights Day on 18th 
December every year. 

 The Minority Rights Day 2021 aims to uplift all the minority sections of society and back them to 
voice their opinion. Considering the COVID-19 pandemic, all the sessions, seminars, and debates 
are likely to take place digitally. 

 
International Migrants Day 18th December 2021 

 The International Migrants Day is observed globally on 18 December every year. The day is 
marked by the United Nations, through the UN-related agency International Organization for 
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Migration (IOM). The day is observed to highlight the contributions made by the  272 million 
migrants, which includes more than 41 million people who are internally displaced persons, and 
the challenges they face. 

 The theme of International Migrants Day 2021 is Harnessing the potential of human mobility. 

 On 18 December 1990, the General Assembly acquired a resolution on the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families, to recognize the contributions made by millions of migrants to the economies of their 
host and home countries promotes respect for their basic human rights. The day was firstly 
observed in 1990. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton received his knighthood from Prince Charles at Windsor Castle 

 Lewis Hamilton has picked up a new title only days after losing one on the track. The seven-time 
Formula One champion received a knighthood at Windsor Castle, London. Hamilton gets the 
honorary title of “Sir” after being knighted by the Prince of Wales for services to motorsports. 
Three other F1 drivers have been knighted: Jack Brabham, Stirling Moss and Jackie Stewart. 
Hamilton is the first to be awarded while still competing in the sport. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

WhatsApp adopts 500 villages in India to promote digital payments  

 WhatsApp has announced the Digital Payments Utsav for 500 villages in India. WhatsApp’s 
Digital Payments Utsav is a pilot program that promotes digital payments to empower individuals 
and businesses and is meant as a project to further the cause of financial inclusion. The aim is to 
empower villagers with access to digital payments via the ‘payments on WhatsApp’. 

 WhatsApp announced the Digital Payments Utsav – a pilot program that is going to adopt 500 
villages in Karnataka and Maharashtra in an effort to “accelerate financial inclusion”. 

 Digital Payments Utsav took off on October 15 this year in the Kyathanahalli village in the 
Mandya district of Karnataka. 

 Here on-ground facilitators helped familiarise villagers with various aspects of digital payments 
including how to sign up for UPI, set up a UPI account, and also told them about the best 
practices to be safe while using digital payments online.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
Global Google trends: 2021 

 Google has published its annual overview of key search trends, which provides a somewhat 
dizzying reminder of all the things that have happened in 2021 – which really feels like it’s only 
lasted for a few months. Google’s 2021 Search Trends mini-site includes data on all the key 
topics of interest, including overall searches and news events. Google’s long-time tradition of 
releasing “Year in Search” annually has become a norm for those who are curious over the most 
searched topics on the platform. 
Overall trending in 2021 
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Ranking Overall 

1 Australia vs India 

2 India vs England 

3 Indian Premier League 

4 NBA 

5 Euro 2021 

6 Copa América 

7 India vs New Zealand 

8 T20 World Cup 

9 Squid Game 

10 DMX 

  
World’s Fashion Brand “Patagonia” chooses Khadi Denim for its Apparels 

 US-based world’s leading fashion brand, Patagonia, is now using handcrafted Khadi Denim 
fabric for making Denim apparels. Patagonia, through textile major Arvind Mills, has purchased 
nearly 30,000 meters of Khadi Denim Fabric worth Rs 1.08 crore from Gujarat. The purchase of 
Khadi Denim by Patagonia has created additional 1.80 lakh man-hours, i.e. 27,720 man-days of 
work for Khadi artisans. 

 In July 2017, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) signed an agreement with Arvind 
mills Limited, Ahmadabad, to trade Khadi Denim products around the world. Since then, Arvind 
Mills has been purchasing a large quantity of Khadi Denim fabric every year from KVIC-certified 
Khadi institutions of Gujarat. 

 
 NATIONAL 

Durga Puja makes it to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list 
 UNESCO has added Durga Puja in Kolkata to its 2021 list of Intangible Cultural Heritage, giving 

international recognition to the biggest religious festival of the 331-year-old city and the state 
of West Bengal. The UNESCO’s announcement was welcomed by Bengal’s ruling Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) as chief minister Mamata Banerjee is widely recognized as the biggest patron of 
the festival. 

 With the inclusion of Durga Puja, the number of elements in the list of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage from India has increased to 14. As many as 36,946 community Durga Pujas are 
organised in Bengal. Of these, around 2,500 are held in Kolkata. In recent years, several 
organisations had urged UNESCO to recognise the festival. 
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Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated the seventh edition of the India International Science festival begins in 
Panaji 

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh 
inaugurated the seventh edition of the India International Science Festival at Panaji, Goa. The 
theme of the 4-day science festival is ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ – “Celebrating Creativity, 
Science, Technology and Innovation for a prosperous India”. First India International Science 
Festival was held in 2015 at IIT Delhi. The main aim of the Science Festival is to bring into use 
the innovations by the people and develop technology that is affordable to the masses. 

  
AP-inks-pact-with-fao-icar-on-sustainable-food-systems 

 The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations has signed an agreement 
with the Andhra Pradesh Government to train the farmers in good farm management practices 
and sustainable agricultural methods. The FAO apart, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
is collaborating on the project. 

 FAO will provide training to farmers, Rythu Bharosa Kendram (RBK) staff, officials, and scientists 
on new technologies in agricultural allied sectors and training to farmers on best cultivation 
management practices. In 2020, Rythu Bharosa Kendram (RBK) or farmer support centres were 
set up in AP as part of an effort to weed away fake seeds, pesticides and fertilisers from the 
markets. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Tea Day 2021: 15th December 
 International Tea Day is observed every year on December 15 in countries like Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka, Nepal, Vietnam, Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, Malaysia, Uganda, India, and Tanzania. It is 
the second most used drink in the world after water. For some people, tea is an integral part of 
life which adds rhythm. China is currently the largest exporter of tea. According to a study 
conducted by the Tea Board of India in 2007, around 80 per cent of the total tea produced in 
India is consumed by the domestic population. 

 The first ITD was held in New Delhi in India in 2005. However, in 2015, the Indian government 
proposed to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation to expand International Tea Day across 
the world. 

 The reason for the UN celebrating May 21 as International Tea Day is that the season of tea 
production begins in May in most of the tea-producing countries. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

ADB approves $112 million loan for Assam Skill University 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $112 million loan to strengthen skills 

education and training through the establishment of the Assam Skill University (ASU). The Loan 
will create a path for skill development to enhance the productivity and competitiveness of 
Assam’s economy and industries. An additional $1 million grant from the Japan Fund for Poverty 
Reduction will support the introduction of technologies for smart campus management, 
integrated teaching, learning, and career development management. 

 The project will help develop the ASU’s management and operating systems, business models, 
and faculty and staff, and support the design and construction of environmentally sustainable 
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and climate-resilient university campus and facilities to ensure efficient and sustainable 
operations. 

 
Paytm Launches EdTech Platform 'Wealth Academy' to Train Traders, Investors 

 Paytm, which got listed in bourses last month, has announced the launch of Paytm Wealth 
Academy, a tech-powered educational platform. The launch of the wealth academy is initially 
on the Paytm Money app, the wealth management app owned by Paytm’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Paytm Money. Paytm Wealth Academy will initially be available to select users, 
followed by a complete rollout. 

 The Paytm Wealth Academy will allow users to learn trading and financial concepts at their own 
pace at their level of comfort. The platform offers a wide catalogue of courses and webinars 
along with personalized recommendations for users, curated to complement their existing 
knowledge. 

 Paytm Wealth Academy is an educational platform designed to make financial learning intuitive 
and self-driven. For the first time, highly customizable courses are being offered, allowing users 
to start their learning journey from any stage. This will allow new traders to establish a ground-
up understanding of financial concepts and also encourage experienced traders to stay updated 
with advanced trading strategies. 

 
Wholesale inflation surges to 14.23% in November, highest in the current series 

 Producers’ inflation based on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) has reached an all-time high in 
the current series at 14.23 per cent in November. This is the eighth successive month of double 
digits WPI (mainly due to the hardening of prices of mineral oils, basic metals, crude petroleum 
and natural gas). Wholesale Price-based Index (WPI) inflation base year is 2011-12. Also, the 
spike is highest since April 2005. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
China successfully launched “Shijian-6 05” satellites for Space Exploration 

 China successfully launched a new group of satellites Shijian-6 05 into space from the Jiuquan 
Satellite Launch Center in northwest China for space exploration and new technology tests. The 
satellites were launched by a Long March-4B rocket which marked the 400th mission of Long 
March series carrier rockets. The information about the number of satellites has not been 
specified. As the message reads, they will be used for space exploration and new technology 
tests. 

  
NATIONAL 

DRDO successfully tests long-range 'Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo' 
 India has successfully test-fired a long-range Supersonic Missile Assisted Torpedo (SMART) off 

the Balasore coast in Odisha. The weapon system is being developed by the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO) for the Indian Navy. The system has been designed to 
enhance anti-submarine warfare capability far beyond the conventional range of the torpedo. 
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 The system is a next-generation missile-based standoff torpedo delivery system. During the 
test, the full range capability of the missile was successfully demonstrated. The system has been 
designed to enhance anti-submarine warfare capability far beyond the conventional range of 
the torpedo. This was a textbook launch, where the entire trajectory was monitored by the 
electro-optic telemetry system, various range radars including the downrange instrumentation 
and downrange ships. The missile carried a torpedo, parachute delivery system and release 
mechanisms. 

 
 SPORTS 

David Warner & Hayley Matthews Named ICC Player Of The Month For November 
 Australia opener David Warner and West Indies all-rounder Hayley Matthews have been voted 

the ICC Players of the Month for November. Warner, nominated for the ICC Men’s Player of the 
Month award alongside Pakistan’s Abid Ali and New Zealand’s Tim Southee, emerged victorious 
with the most votes, following his crucial role in Australia’s triumph in the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2021. 

 Australian opener David Warner has bagged the ICC Player Of The Month for November. The 
southpaw has been in scintillating form in recent times. He was the Player of the Tournament as 
Australia won their maiden T20 World Cup title. He then started the Ashes series with a bang by 
scoring 94 in the first Test at The Gabba. 

 West Indies all-rounder Hayley Matthews secured the Women’s Player of the Month award. 
David Warner scored 289 runs in seven matches in the tournament at a strike rate of 146.70, 
out of which 209 runs came from four games in November. He scored 89 against West Indies in 
a Super 12 game against the West Indies which was his highest score of the tournament. 

  
BCCI formed a committee for the differently abled cricketers 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India ( BCCI) has formed a committee for the differently-
abled cricketers of the country. Disability cricketers have welcomed the decision of the BCCI to 
form a Differently Abled Committee for the differently-abled cricketers. On the basis of the 
recommendation of the Justice Lodha committee, a board of three former disabled cricketers 
was being awaited for the last several years. The Proposal was approved by BCCI headed by 
president Sourav Ganguly & secretary Jay Shah. 

 
AIBA becomes IBA as key constitutional amendments approved to secure boxing's Olympic future 

 The International Boxing Association has changed its acronym from AIBA to IBA, promising to 
adopt a set of governance reforms so as to keep the sport’s inclusion at the 2028 Olympics. 
Boxing, weightlifting and modern pentathlon were all left off the initial list of sports for the 
2028 Los Angeles Games and were asked to make changes by the International Olympic 
Committee. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

BPCL, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre join hands for green Hydrogen production 
 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has tied up with Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 

(BARC) to scale-up Alkaline Electrolyze technology for Green Hydrogen production. This is a first 
of its kind initiative to support India’s commitment to achieve renewable energy targets and 
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Electrolyser plants are presently imported and the 
collaboration is to “scale-up Alkaline Electrolyser technology for Green Hydrogen production”. 

 India has set a target to reach net zero emissions by 2070 and towards that objective it is 
looking to raise the share of renewables in its energy mix to 50 per cent by 2030 from 38 per 
cent currently. This is a first of its kind initiative to support the country’s commitment to 
achieve renewable energy targets and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.” 

  
OBITUARY 

Captain Varun Singh passed away 
 Group Captain Varun Singh, who was rescued after the helicopter crash that killed Chief of 

Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat and 12 others, has passed away. He was being treated for 
severe burns at a Bengaluru military hospital after he was moved from Wellington in Tamil 
Nadu’s Coonoor. His condition in the last few days continued to be “critical but stable”. 

 In August this year, Group Captain Varun Singh was conferred the Shaurya Chakra for averting a 
possible mid-air accident after his Tejas light combat aircraft developed a major technical snag 
last year. Hailing from Uttar Pradesh’s Deoria, Singh’s father KP Singh retired from the Indian 
Army as colonel whereas his brother Lieutenant Commander Tanuj Singh is an officer in the 
Indian Navy. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

Vijay Diwas 2021: 16th December 
 In India, Vijay Diwas (also called Victory Day) is celebrated every year on December 16. The 

country is celebrating the 50th Vijay Diwas in 2021. Vijay Diwas is observed to commemorate 
the service, valour, and sacrifices of the gallant men of the Indian Armed Forces’ victory over 
Pakistan in the 1971 war. On this day, we pay homage to all the soldiers who had defended the 
nation in the war. 

 The Indo-Pakistan war of 1971 which began on December 3 lasted for 13 days and officially 
ended on December 16, after which Pakistan surrendered to India. It was on this day in 1971, 
the chief of the Pakistani forces, General AA Khan Niazi, along with 93 thousand troops, had 
surrendered unconditionally to the allied forces consisting of the Indian Army and Mukti Bahini. 
The end of the war also resulted in the subsequent secession of East Pakistan into Bangladesh. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

LIC introduced Dhan Rekha plan savings life insurance plan 
 The Life Insurance Corporation of India has launched a new non-linked, non-participating, 

individual savings life insurance plan called Dhan Rekha, it offers special premium rates for 
female lives. The plan is also allowed for the third gender adding that all benefits under the plan 
are fully guaranteed. There are special premium rates for female lives. The plan is allowed to 
Third Gender. All Benefits under the plan are fully guaranteed. 

 Under this plan, the minimum sum assured is Rs 2 lakh, with no upper restriction on the 
maximum sum assured. 

 Depending on the policy term, the minimum age to enter ranges from 90 days to 8 years. 
 Depending on the policy term, the maximum age at the entrance can range from 35 to 55 years 

old. 
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Bank of Baroda launches bob World Wave, a wearable payment solution 
 Bank of Baroda (BoB) has launched a solution for digital banking payments, named bob World 

Wave. Wearable technology is witnessing the rise of tremendous interest across the world and 
lenders are using this opportunity to adopt the more convenient and cashless digital payments 
systems. This is an innovative solution, intended to perfectly deliver preventive health actions 
as well as easier payment transactions. 

 Bank’s on the go wearable payment solution, bob World Wave is designed to ensure convenient 
and seamless digital payments by our customers. It is anticipated that 10% of the small ticket 
payments will be made via wearable devices in the next two years.” 

 The bob World Wave wearable device will allow customers to monitor their Sp02, body 
temperature, heart rate and blood pressure. 
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NATIONAL 
DM Rajnath Singh inaugurated Swarnim Vijay Parv 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated Swarnim Vijay Parv commemorating 50 years 
of India’s victory in the 1971 war. He inaugurates ‘Wall of Fame -1971 Indo-Pak War’ at the 
inaugural ceremony. Swarnim Vijay Parv is an event commemorating the valour & 
professionalism of the Armed Forces and their contribution to the liberation of Bangladesh in 
the Indo-Pak 1971 war, at India Gate Lawns in New Delhi on December 12, 2021. 

 The event marks the culmination of year-long celebrations of 50 years of India’s victory in 1971. 
The event will be opened to the public after the inauguration. Many dignitaries, including those 
from Bangladesh, will be present. 

 
Union Minister Virendra Kumar launched National Helpline against atrocities on SCs, STs 

 Union Minister Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr Virendra Kumar has launched National 
Helpline against atrocities on SCs, STs. The objective of the helpline, reportedly, is to build 
awareness about the provisions of the Act that are aimed at ending discrimination and 
providing protection to all. The Helpline will be available 24-7 on toll-free number – 14566. 

 This Service will be available in Hindi, English, and Regional languages of the States. The 
objective of this helpline is to spread awareness about the provision of the Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. 

 All registered complaints will be investigated and all charge sheets filed are prosecuted in the 
Courts for decision within the given timelines in the Act. A docket number will be given for each 
complaint received from Victim/Complainant/NGOs regarding non-compliance with The 
Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) Act, 1955 and the Prevention of Atrocities (POA) Act, 1989. 

 
MP government organised first drone Mela at Gwalior 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the first drone fair in the country was organised at Gwalior. Gwalior Drone 
Mela was organised jointly by the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the Government of India, the 
Government of Madhya Pradesh, and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FICCI). 
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 Addressing the youths and farmers present at the “Drone Mela” in Gwalior, MP Chief Minister 
said that Madhya Pradesh will be made a leading state by using drone technology. Mr Scindia 
said that five Drone Schools will be opened in Gwalior, Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur and Satna in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

 
Centre Government granted GI Tag to Bihar’s Mithila Makhana 

 The Geographical Indications Registry (GIR) under the Central Ministry of Commerce has 
accepted the petition to rename Bihar Makhana as Mithila Makhana and has also suggested 
further changes to the brand logo to better reflect its origins. It also suggested amendments in 
the brand logo to highlight its origins and protect the product’s Geographical Indications (GI) 
rights. 

 The Sabour based Bihar Agriculture University (BAU) initiated an application on behalf of the 
Mithilanchal Makhana Utpadak Sangh (MMUS) to name their produce as Mithila Makhana for 
the welfare of fox nut growers in the Mithila region. 

 
Maharashtra tops state in the Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana 

 Maharashtra has topped the list of states with the maximum number of beneficiaries under the 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY), followed by Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. As many as 
6,49,560 beneficiaries were recorded in Maharashtra, followed by Tamil Nadu (5,35,615), 
Gujarat (4,44,741) and Karnataka (3,07,164). In Maharashtra, the beneficiaries have been 
provided with a total of Rs 409.72 crore under the scheme to new employees of 17,524 
establishments. 

 The government had launched ABRY to incentivize employment generation in Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) registered establishments during C-19 for a period from 
October 1, 2020, to March 31, 2022. This scheme, being implemented through the Employees 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), reduces the financial burden of the employers of various 
sectors/industries and encourages them to hire more workers. 

 
PM Modi inaugurated the Saryu Nahar National Project in Balrampur, Uttar Pradesh 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Saryu Nahar National Project in Balrampur, 
Uttar Pradesh. The project will provide assured water for irrigation to over 14 lakh hectares of 
land and benefit about 29 lakh farmers, mainly in eastern Uttar Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh 
Governor Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Union Minister for Jal Shakti 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya were among those 
present at the project inauguration programme. 

 The project has been completed at a cost of over Rs 9,800 crore, out of which more than Rs 
4,600 crore was provisioned in the last four years. 

 The project will cater to the problem of water shortage mainly in eastern UP/ Purvanchal with 
assured water for irrigation. 

 
PM Modi inaugurated first phase of the Rs 339 crore Kashi Vishwanath Corridor project 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the first phase of the Rs 339 crore Kashi 
Vishwanath Corridor project that connects the temple town’s two iconic landmarks – Kashi 
Vishwanath temple and Ganga ghats. Modi offered prayers at the Kashi Vishwanath Temple and 
planted a Rudraksha tree at the premises of the temple. He also offered Ganga Jal, Chandan, 
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ashes and milk to Lord Shiva. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, BJP President J P 
Nadda and a large number of saints from across the country attended the ceremony. 

 The idea behind the project is to ensure that all heritage structures get preserved. 
 A total of 23 buildings will be inaugurated in phase 1 of the project. 

  
APPOINTMENT & RESIGNATION 

US President elevated Indian-American political advisor Gautam Raghavan as the head of the 
WHOPP 

 US President Joe Biden has elevated Indian-American political advisor Gautam Raghavan as the 
head of the White House Office of Presidential Personnel. White House Presidential Personnel 
Office (PPO), also written as Office of Presidential Personnel, is the White House office tasked 
with vetting new appointees. The PPO is one of the offices most responsible for assessing 
candidates to work at or for the White House. 

 A first-generation immigrant, Raghavan was born in India, raised in Seattle and graduated from 
Stanford University. He is the editor of the book ‘West Wingers: Stories from the Dream 
Chasers, Change Makers, and Hope Creators Inside the Obama White House’. 

 
 OBITUARY 

American fiction writer Anne Rice passed away 
 American gothic-fiction writer Anne Rice, best known for The Vampire Chronicles novel series, 

passed away. Anne Rice’s debut novel, published in 1976, Interview with the Vampire revolves 
around a vampire named Louis de Pointe du Lac, who narrates the story of his life to a reporter. 
Her other works: Pandora, Violin, Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, The Witching Hour etc. 

  
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “Watershed : How We Destroyed India’s Water And How We Can Save It” authored by 
Mriduala Ramesh 

 Mriduala Ramesh, the founder of Sundaram Climate Institute, which works on water and waste 
solutions and the angel investor in cleantech start-ups, has authored a new book titled 
“Watershed: How We Destroyed India’s Water And How We Can Save It”. Mriduala Ramesh is 
the author of “The Climate Solution” and she writes regularly on climate issues. She is also a 
member of the board of trustees of World Wildlife Fund (WWF), India, and chairperson of the 
board of governors at the National Institute of Technology, Andhra Pradesh (AP).    
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National Education Policy: NITI Aayog and Bharti Foundation announce the launch of ‘Convoke 2021-
22’ 

 NITI Aayog in partnership with Bharti Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Bharti Enterprises, 
launched Convoke 2021-22. Convoke is a National research Symposium that aims at addressing 
challenges in imparting education and strengthening its quality with a special focus on all 
teachers, educationists, heads of schools across India. Through Convoke they can now share 
their micro research papers. These research papers will be analyzed by a panel of Educationists. 
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The shortlisted Research Papers will be presented during the ‘National Research Symposium’ 
scheduled in January 2022. 

 School Teachers/ Heads/Principals of Government Schools and teachers from the Bharti 
Foundation network will be encouraged to use research-based solutions through a scientific 
approach, and showcase their efforts taken at the grass-roots level in improving learning 
outcomes. 

 The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 also recognises and identifies teachers and faculty as 
the heart of the learning process. It recommends that teachers will be recognised for novel 
approaches to teaching that improve learning outcomes in their classrooms. 

 
Himachal Pradesh set up General Category Commission named ‘Samanya Varg Aayog’ 

 Himachal Pradesh govt announced setting up a Commission for upper castes, on the lines of 
Madhya Pradesh. The Commission, to be named as ‘Samanya Varg Aayog’, will be formalised 
through a legislative enactment in three months’ time when the state assembly meets next in 
February-March 2021 for the budget session of the House. A Scheduled Caste Commission is 
already in operation in Himachal Pradesh and is chaired by former Shimla MP Virendra Kashyap. 

 As per the 2011 population census, Himachal Pradesh has a population of 68.56 lakhs of which 
19.29 lakh, which is 25.22 per cent, are SCs, while the other 4 lakhs are STs, which is 5.71 % and 
other 9.03 lakh are OBCs, which is 13.52%. 

 
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Karnataka leading states in EV sales: Govt 

 Winter Session of the Parliament, Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways, 
informed the Rajya Sabha on the state of Electric Vehicles (EV) in India. As per the data, India 
has a total of 870,141 registered EVs, with Uttar Pradesh (UP) holding the top spot with 255,700 
registered EVs. UP is followed by Delhi (125,347), Karnataka (72,544), Bihar (58,014) and 
Maharashtra (52,506) in successive positions. 

 The Central Government of India has reduced the Goods & Service Tax (GST) on Electric Vehicles 
& related products. 

 
 SPORTS 

Norway's Magnus Carlsen takes home fifth World Chess Championship title 
 Reigning world chess champion Magnus Carlsen of Norway defended his title and won the FIDE 

World Championship in Dubai. He beat Ian Nepomniachtchi of Russia, securing the one point he 
needed to cross the seven-point threshold to win the global tournament held at Dubai’s Expo 
2020 this month in the United Arab Emirates. Carlsen clinched his fifth world championship 
title. Carlsen wins 60% of the 2 million-euro prize offered by the championship. 

  
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

ISRO signs MoU with OPPO to strengthen R&D of NavIC messaging services 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation has signed an agreement with Chinese smart devices 

maker Oppo’s Indian arm to strengthen the research and development of the NavIC messaging 
service. The messaging service is mainly used for broadcasting safety-of-life alerts in areas with 
poor or no communication, particularly in the oceans. Oppo India has its manufacturing unit in 
Noida and an R&D centre in Hyderabad. 
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 Both ISRO and Oppo India will exchange technical information of NavIC messaging services to 
build rapid, ready-to-use, end-to-end application-specific solutions. This will enable integrating 
NavIC messaging service with the mobile handset platform keeping in mind the need of Indian 
users. 

 
Karnataka govt signs LoU with UNDP to improve employment opportunities for youth 

 Department of Youth Empowerment & Sports, Government of Karnataka has signed a Letter of 
Understanding (LoU) with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) as a part of the 
State-level initiative ‘Code-Unnati’ to improve the access to entrepreneurship and employment 
opportunities among the youths, including women. The initiative involves United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV) and is supported by SAP India Lab’s CSR Strategies will be implemented in 4 
districts of Bengaluru Rural, Ramanagara, Dakshina Kannada and Raichuru. 

 Fifty colleges, including government pre-university, ITIs, polytechnics and Arts & Science 
colleges, have already been identified to work with the faculty members and student 
communities in areas of Training and Capacity Building, Training in the 21st Century & Digital 
Skills, Entrepreneurship Development, Innovation Challenges, Boot Camps, Corporate 
Volunteering and Industry Connect. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Energy Conservation Day 2021: 14th December 
 Every year on the 14th of December, National Energy Conservation day is celebrated in India. 

This occasion has been celebrated since 1991 when is led by the Ministry of power. This day is 
celebrated to raise awareness regarding the conservation of energy as it is the best way to have 
a greener and brighter future. 

 Energy conservation is a big necessity that is required of our future well-being. It is a practice 
that everyone should indulge in to make the future of our earth even better. The agenda of 
celebrating national energy conservation Day is to raise awareness regarding the importance of 
energy and resources conservation. Conserving energy means wisely using energy rather than 
indiscriminately misusing it. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Azim Premji got Dr. Ida S. Scudder Oration award 
 Azim Premji, founder chairman of Wipro Limited and founder of Azim Premji Foundation is this 

year’s recipient of the 10th annual Dr Ida S. Scudder Humanitarian Oration, jointly established 
by Christian Medical College Vellore (CMC) and the U.S.-based Vellore CMC Foundation. The 
award is presented to Mr Premji in recognition of his contributions to society. 

 Established in 2001, the Foundation has contributed immensely towards education, runs Azim 
Premji University in Bengaluru and also supports several not-for-profit organisations with 
financial grants. The Foundation also funded organisations in the field of healthcare. 

 
 RANKING 

India Ranked 66th at the Global Health Security Index 2021 
 As per the Global Health Security (GHS) Index 2021, the world’s average overall GHS Index score 

was reduced to 38.9 (out of 100) in 2021, from a score of 40.2 in the GHS Index, 2019. GHS 
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Index is developed in partnership with the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) and the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Health Security at the Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

 India ranked 66 out of 195 countries with an overall Index score of 42.8 and along with a change 
of -0.8 from 2019. The United States of America (USA) ranked 1st on the index with a score of 
75.9 followed by Australia and Finland. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

RBI enforces 20-digit LEI for cross-border deals above Rs 50 crore 
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) made Legal Entity Identifier (LEI) mandatory for cross-border 

transactions for capital or current account transactions of Rs 50 crore and above, from October 
1 next year. The LEI is a 20-digit number used to uniquely identify parties to financial 
transactions worldwide to improve the quality and accuracy of financial data systems. 

 The identifier norm has been introduced in a phased manner for participants in the over the 
counter (OTC) derivative, non-derivative markets, large corporate borrowers, and large value 
transactions in centralised payment systems. Starting October 1, 2022, banks will have to obtain 
the `LEI` number from the resident entities (non-individuals) undertaking any capital or current 
account transactions. For LEI holders, it would be mandatory to furnish the number in all 
transactions irrespective of the transaction size.  
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NATIONAL 
3rd edition of manohar parrikar vigyan mahotsav being held from 13 December 

 The third edition of the Manohar Parrikar Vigyan Mahostav will be held on Monday at eight 
venues in Goa, organising committee chairperson Jose Manuel Noronha said. 

 The science festival, named after the late BJP leader and former chief minister, will have former 
ISRO chairperson Professor K Kasturirangan delivering a lecture on 'Space- A Promising 
Endeavour' at the National Institute of Oceanography in Dona Paula. 

 “This talk will be followed by a virtual lecture on 'Next Generation Antibiotics' by Prof Ada 
Yonath, Nobel Prize winner for chemistry in 2009. Then Prof Ashutosh Sharma, former secretary 
of the government of India's Department of Science and Technology, will speak on science and 
innovation in the new millennium. 

  
DRDO successfully tests Extended Range Pinaka at Pokhran Range 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully test-fired Pinaka 
Extended Range (Pinaka-ER), Area Denial Munitions (ADM), and indigenously developed fuzes. 
The test was conducted at Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur off the Odisha coast. A total 
of 25 enhanced Pinaka rockets were reportedly fired from multi-barrel rocket launchers (MRLs) 
at several ranges during the test. 

 The range version can destroy the target of up to 45 km. At the same time, the flight path of 
these missiles was tracked by range instruments including telemetry, radar, and electro-optical 
tracking system deployed by ITR and Proof and Experimental Establishment (PXE). 
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India re-elected to international Maritime Organisation council 
 India has been re-elected to the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Council after 

elections were held at its Assembly in London for the 2022-23 biennium. 
 India’s election falls under the Category of 10 states with “the largest interest in international 

seaborne trade”, alongside Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, 
Sweden and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

 The newly elected council will meet formally at the conclusion of the 32nd Assembly for the 
IMO’s 126th session on Wednesday, when it will elect its Chair and Vice-Chair for the next 
biennium 

 
IIT Guwahati established advanced facilities at nanotechnology centre 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati has established advanced microelectronics 
and nano-energy facilities at its Centre for Nanotechnology which is the first-of-its-kind in the 
Northeast, according to officials. The centre, aimed at meeting future challenges and 
augmenting academic partnerships with industry in nanotechnology, will carry out 
multidisciplinary translational research in the fields of health care, nano biomaterials, micro and 
nanoelectronics, nano-energy devices and sensors. 

 The institute has been working in the field of nanotechnology since early 2000 and has a proven 
record in multiple areas of nanoscience and nanotechnology. Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the new building last month, the construction of which was 
funded by the income generated by the existing work on nanotechnology at the institute. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

Unicef Day 2021: 11th December 
 Every year, UNICEF Day is observed on December 11 to raise awareness about saving children’s 

lives by defending and helping them to fulfil their wishes. The day provides assistance for the 
health, nutrition, education, and welfare of children during World War II. UNICEF’s name was 
subsequently changed from United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund to United 
Nations Children’s Fund though, it continued to be known by the popular acronym based on the 
previous title. 

 The theme for this year is to help children recover from interruptions and learning losses 
experienced through pandemics in the last two years. 

  
International Day of Neutrality 2021: 12th December 

 International Day of Neutrality is a United Nations recognized day held on December 12 each 
year to raise public awareness of the value of neutrality in international relations. It was 
officially declared by a UN General Assembly resolution adopted in February 2017 and first 
observed on December 12, 2017. 

 Neutrality defined as the legal status arising from the abstention of a state from all participation 
in a war between other states, the maintenance of an attitude of impartiality toward the 
belligerents, and the recognition by the belligerents of this abstention and impartiality is 
critically important for the United Nations to gain and maintain the confidence and cooperation 
of all in order to operate independently and effectively, especially in situations that are 
politically charged. 
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 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

India's Harnaaz Sandhu becomes Miss Universe 2021 
 Actor-model Harnaaz Sandhu made history as she was crowned Miss Universe 2021 beating 

contestants from 80 countries, 21 years after India last brought home the title. While 
Paraguay’s Nadia Ferreira, 22, finished second, South Africa’s Lalela Mswane, 24, came third. 

 Only two Indians before Ms Sandhu have won the title of Miss Universe— actors Sushmita Sen 
in 1994 and Lara Dutta in 2000. The 70th edition of the event was held in Eilat, Israel, where the 
21-year-old bagged the coveted pageant. 

  
Mathematician Neena Gupta wins 2021 Ramanujan Prize 

 Indian Mathematician Neena Gupta has received the 2021 DST-ICTP-IMU Ramanujan Prize for 
Young Mathematicians from Developing Countries for her outstanding work in affine algebraic 
geometry and commutative algebra. Professor Neena Gupta, a mathematician at the Indian 
Statistical Institute (ISI) in Kolkata. She is the third woman to receive Ramanujan Prize, which 
was first awarded in 2005 and is administered by Abdus Salam International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics jointly with Dept Science and Technology and International Mathematical 
Union. 

 After graduating with mathematics honours from Bethune College, Kolkata, in 2006, Neena 
Gupta went on to complete her post-graduation from the Indian Statistical Institute. 

 Following her post-graduation, Professor Gupta pursued her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in 
algebraic geometry and in the year 2014 went on to publish her first research paper on Zariski’s 
‘cancellation problem’. Her paper received an award and was widely recognised by other 
mathematicians. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMIC 

Karnataka Bank bags two DigiDhan Awards from MeitY 
 Karnataka Bank has been conferred with two DigiDhan awards instituted by the Union Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). The awards were given during Digital 
payment Utsav in New Delhi. The award recognized banks for achieving the target with the 
highest percentage in BHIM-UPI transactions under the private sector bank category 
consecutively for two years 2019-20 and 2020-21. Karnataka Bank has always stood ahead of 
the time in adopting the latest digital technology to its products in order to provide best in class 
service to our customers. 
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Haiderpur Wetland Uttar Pradesh recognized as 47th Ramsar site in the country  

 The Haiderpur Wetland abutting the Madhya Ganga barrage, about 10 km from Bijnor in 
western Uttar Pradesh, has been recognised under the 1971 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. 
Uttar Pradesh is now home to 9 Ramsar wetlands. The wetland has also been identified under 
Namami Gange, a central flagship, as a model wetland along the Ganga. With this, there are 
now a total of 47 such designated areas in the country. 
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 The Site supports more than 25,000 waterbirds, serves as a breeding site for the near-
threatened Indian grassbird and provides refuge to the northern subspecies population of the 
vulnerable swamp deer during its seasonal flood-driven migration. The Site also regularly 
supports more than 1% of the population of greylag goose and bar-headed goose. 

 
India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed summit For Democracy’ 

 US President Joe Biden is hosting the first of two Summits for Democracy, which takes place 
virtually between December 9–10. India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed the 
summit saying that ‘democratic spirit’ and ‘pluralistic ethos’ are ingrained in Indians. A total of 
100 nations participated in this ‘Summit for Democracy’. 

 Even Ukraine and Taiwan were invited to the summit but Russia and China were not. Both these 
countries released a joint statement in which they said that the US is displaying a “Cold-War 
mentality” that will “stoke up ideological confrontation and a rift in the world”. 

 
 SPORTS 

India claimed 41 medals in 4th Asian Youth Para Games 
 India claimed 41 medals (12 Gold, 15 Silver, 14 Bronze) at the 4th Asian Youth Para Games 

(AYPG), Asia’s biggest event held at Riffa city, Bahrain. The event is organized by the National 
Paralympic Committee (NPC) of Bahrain with the support of the local government. Over 700 
athletes from around 30 countries participated in the event from 2ndto 6th December 2021. 
The 5th edition of the Asian Youth Para Games 2025 will be hosted by Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

 Over 700 athletes from around 30 countries participated in the continental youth showpiece 
event that took place from December 2 to 6. The athletes competed across nine sports – Para 
athletics, Para badminton, boccia, goalball, Para powerlifting, Para swimming, Para table tennis, 
Para taekwondo, and wheelchair basketball. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Universal Health Coverage Day 2021:12th December 
 International Universal Health Coverage Day is a United Nations’ recognized international day 

celebrated every year on December 12. International Universal Health Coverage Day aims to 
raise awareness of the need for strong and resilient health systems and universal health 
coverage with multi-stakeholder partners. Each year on 12 December, UHC advocates raise 
their voices to share the stories of the millions of people still waiting for health, champion what 
we have achieved so far, call on leaders to make bigger and smarter investments in health, and 
encourage diverse groups to make commitments to help move the world closer to UHC by 2030. 

 This year theme of International Universal Health Coverage Day is “Leave No One’s Health 
Behind: Invest in health systems for all.” 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Balkrishna doshi to receive 2022 RIBA royal gold medal for architecture 
 The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) has announced that Indian architect Balkrishna 

Doshi will be the recipient of the 2022 Royal Gold Medal. The distinction, approved by Her 
Majesty The Queen and awarded each year since 1848, is given to architects or practices in 
recognition of a lifetime’s work and the impact on the evolution of the field and the built 
environment. 
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 With a career spanning over six decades, Balkrishna Doshi has had a paramount influence in 
shaping the architecture of India through a pioneering interplay of modernism and vernacular 
that translated into projects that celebrate local culture, context and craft. 

 One of the most renowned Indian architects, the 2018 Pritzker Laureate has forged a distinct 
architectural philosophy and expression, informed both by modernist values and local 
traditions. 

 
 RANKING 

India Skills Report 2022 : Maharashtra Retains Top Position in the list of States 
 The 9th edition of India Skills Report (ISR) 2022, released by Wheebox, Maharashtra has 

retained the top position in the list of states with the highest poll of employable talent followed 
by Uttar Pradesh and Kerala. The theme of ISR 2022 – ‘Rebuilding and Reengineering the Future 
of Work’. India Skills Report is a full-fledged report about the future of work, education, and 
skilling to match the talent demand and supply in a growing India. 

 Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu are the 3 states that have a higher job demand. 
 Pune is the city with the most highly employable resources with 78% of the test takers scoring 

above 60 per cent. 
Top Five States with Highest Employability: 

Rank State Employability % 

1 Maharashtra 66.1 

2 Uttar Pradesh 65.2 

3 Kerala 64.2 

4 West Bengal 63.8 

5 Karnataka 59.3 

  
Fortune India’s Most Powerful Women 2021 : Nirmala Sitharaman 

 Fortune India released the list of most powerful women in India 2021 in which Union Minister, 
Ministry of Finance & Ministry of Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman ranked 1st. She is 
followed by Reliance Foundation Chairperson and Goodwill Ambassador Nita Ambani in 2nd 
position, and Soumya Swaminathan, Chief Scientist, World Health Organization (WHO) at 3rd.  

Rank Name Position 

1 Nirmala Sitharaman Union Ministry, Ministry of Finance 

2 Nita Ambani 
Reliance Foundation Chairperson and Goodwill 

Ambassador 

3 Soumya Swaminathan Chief Scientist, World Health Organization (WHO) 

4 Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw Executive Chairperson, Biocon 

5 Suchitra Ella Co-founder and Joint MD, Bharat Biotech Ltd 
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 BANKING AND ECONOMIC 
Bharti Airtel launched 'Airtel India Startup Innovation Challenge' 

 Bharti Airtel and Invest India, National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency jointly 
launched ‘Airtel India Startup Innovation Challenge’ for Startups to develop solutions in 5G, IoT. 
Under the Startup Innovation Challenge, early-stage technology companies are being invited to 
demonstrate differentiated solutions in areas such as 5G, Cloud computing, the Internet of 
Things (IoT), and digital entertainment. 

 The winners of the challenge will win Rs 3.5 lakh, first runner-up Rs 2.5 lakh and second start-up 
Rs 1 lakh. The top 10 start-ups will also be able to leverage Airtel’s Digital Innovation Lab for 
three months. Select start-ups will be offered the opportunity to onboard onto the Airtel 
Startup Accelerator Program. The top 10 will also be given an Airtel Office Internet plan for a 
year. 

 
Federal Bank has joined hands with Star Health and Allied Insurance Co Ltd 

 Federal Bank has entered into a Bancassurance partnership with Star Health and Allied 
Insurance Co Ltd as a corporate agent to provide health insurance products for the Bank’s 8.90 
million customers across India. The Bank’s customers can avail benefits of Star Health’s retail 
products and group affinity products through the bank’s various distribution channels which 
help the customers to address their complete financial needs under one roof. 

 It is a partnership between a bank and an insurance company that would enable them to offer 
insurance products to the bank’s customers. 

  
 


