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INTERNATIONAL 
Iran removed from U.N. women’s rights body after protest crackdown; India abstains on resolution 

 In an unprecedented move, Iran has been expelled from the United Nation’s Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) in a vote on which India abstained. The US proposal at the UN Economic 
and Social Council to remove Iran from the panel received 29 votes, while there were eight votes 
against and 16 abstentions in the 54-member elected body. 

 The vote came after intense lobbying by the US following widespread protests in Iran sparked by 
outrage against the edict compelling women to wear hijabs. 

 US Permanent Representative Linda Thomas-Greenfield told the Council that CSW, which is “the 
premier UN body for promoting gender equality and empowering women” cannot function if it is 
“undermined from within” by Iran. “Iran’s membership at this moment is an ugly stain on the 
Commission’s credibility,” she said. 

 Mahsa Amin who died after being held by “morality police” in September. Her death sparked the 
protests, during which, “government security forces have reportedly detained and tortured 
thousands of people, killed hundreds of peaceful protestors, and badly injured many more. Men 
supporting women in the streets are now being targeted with the death penalty. 

 
Solar panels mandatory for new homes after 2025 at Tokyo city in Japan 

 The Japanese capital local assembly passed a new regulation which stated that all new houses in 
Tokyo built by large-scale homebuilders after April 2025 must install solar power panels to cut 
household carbon emissions. Currently, Japan stands at fifth spot in the world’s largest carbon 
emitters list. 

 This new regulation for new built homes requires about 50 major builders to equip homes of up 
to 2,000 square meters (21,500 square feet) with renewable energy power sources, mainly solar 
panels. 

 Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike also noted that just 4% of buildings where solar panels could be 
installed in the city have them now. However, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government aims to halve 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 compared with 2,000 levels. 

 
NATIONAL 

India successfully carries out night trials of Agni-5 nuclear-capable ballistic missile 

 India has successfully conducted night trials of nuclear-capable ballistic missile Agni V, capable of 
striking targets at ranges more than 5,000 kilometers with very high degree of accuracy. The 
missile test firing was conducted from APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha coast. This was the 
latest test in the Agni missile series. According to defence sources, the test was carried out to 
validate new technologies and equipment on the missile that are now lighter than before. 

 The nigh-trials came a few days after Chinese soldiers indulged in a brawl with Indian soldiers at 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Arunachal Pradesh. Several soldiers from both sides are 
injured, but none of the armies reported any deaths. 
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 Last year, China raised concerns regarding India’s launch of an Agni-5 intercontinental ballistic 
missile citing a resolution of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 1172. The resolution was 
issued after India’s 1998 nuclear tests. 

 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Ko Kaam Karyakram (PMKKK) is now named as Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka 
Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme 

 The Minister of Minority Affairs, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani in a reply to a question in the Lok Sabha 
informed that the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Ko Kaam Karyakram (PMKKK) has now been named as 
Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme. The integrated scheme converges 
five erstwhile schemes of the Ministry viz. Seekho aur Kamao, USTTAD, Hamari Dharohar, Nai 
Roshni and Nai Manzil. The scheme has been approved by the Cabinet for the period of 15th 
Finance Commission. 

  PM VIKAS aims to improve livelihoods of the minorities, particularly the artisan communities, 
using the components of skill development, education, women leadership & entrepreneurship. 
These components compliment each other in the ultimate objective of the scheme to increase 
the incomes of the beneficiaries and provide support by facilitating credit and market linkages. 

 
Atal Innovation Mission and UNDP India launch 5th edition of Youth Co:Lab for entrepreneurs 

 The 5th edition of Youth Co:Lab, Asia Pacific’s largest youth innovation movement was jointly 
launched by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog and UNDP India December 15th 2022. 
The applications for this edition were launched by Dr. Chintan Vaishnav, Mission Director AIM, 
NITI Aayog and Mr. Dennis Curry, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP India. 

 Atal Innovation Mission, along with UNDP India are driving this movement through the fifth 
edition of Youth Co:Lab India and have been supporting young social entrepreneurs who can be 
a powerful force in leading social change and furthering the implementation of SDGs target 
actions. 

 Youth Co:Lab is an initiative launched in 2019 by UNDP India in partnership with Atal Innovation 
Mission, NITI Aayog and aims to establish a common agenda for Asia-Pacific countries to invest in 
and empower youth to accelerate implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
through leadership, social innovation, and entrepreneurship. 

 
SPORTS 

Rafel nadal and Iga Swiatek crowned ITF world championship 2022 

 Rafa Nadal was named ITF world champion for the fifth time in his career, while top-ranked Iga 
Swiatek won the women's award after a stellar 2022 season, according to the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF). World number two Nadal came back from two sets down to defeat 
Daniil Medvedev in the Australian Open final in January, capturing his 21st Grand Slam trophy, 
before capturing his 22nd major in June with a record-extending 14th French Open title. 

 The Spaniard joins his friend and recently-retired rival Roger Federer as a five-times ITF world 
champion behind Pete Sampras (6) and 2021 winner Novak Djokovic (7). "I'm very happy to be 
named ITF World Champion for the fifth time," the 36-year-old Nadal, who also bagged the 
award in 2008, 2010, 2017 and 2019, said in a statement.  
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Rehan Ahmed becomes youngest player to represent England in Tests Cricket Match 

 Rehan Ahmed becomes England’s youngest-ever Test Cricketer to debut in the final match 
between Pakistan and England. Rehan Ahmed will be 18 years and 126 days old when the match 
begins. Till now, Brian Close, who was 18 years and 149 days old, was the youngest player in 
England during the New Zealand vs England match in 1949. 

 Ben Stokes announced the debut of Rehan Ahmed in the Final match of England vs Pakistan. 

 Rehan Ahmed beats Brian Close for being the youngest cricketer to debut for England in Test 
Cricket. Rehan Ahmed is 18 years and 126 days old. 

 
Tata Steel becomes an Official Partner of the FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2023 

 Tata Steel Limited signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Hockey India on 
December 13, 2022 to become an Official Partner of the FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 
2023 Bhubaneswar – Rourkela. The FIH Men’s World Cup is the pinnacle of men’s hockey 
tournaments. The 15th edition of the esteemed event will take place in Bhubaneswar and 
Rourkela from January 13 to January 29, 2023. 

 Tata Steel has contributed in strengthening the national sport of India through various top-notch 
high-performance residential hockey training facilities, international coaches, nutritionists, and 
mental and physical trainers. 

 This journey started with the Naval Tata Hockey Academy which was founded in the year 2017 as 
a state-of-the-art facility to enable budding field hockey talent at the grassroot level in 
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand. 

 Currently, there are around 65+ centres of grassroot programmes with 3000+ cadetsrun by 
Collectives for Integrated Livelihood Initiatives in the interiors of 3 districts of Jharkhand. 

 In addition to this, 9 centres are being run by Tata Steel Foundation in the interiors of other 
districts of the State with 300+ cadets. These talented cadets from the grassroot centres are 
promoted to the Regional Development Centre, where they are given advanced training along 
with a better pitch and match exposure at state levels. 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

15 December 2022: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel death anniversary 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and several Union Ministers paid tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel on his 71st death anniversary. Stating that the country will forever be grateful to Patel, PM 
Modi said, “Remembering Sardar Patel on his Punya Tithi. India will always be grateful to him for 
his monumental service, his administrative skills, and the untiring efforts to unite our nation.” 

 Sardar, or Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel, was an Indian leader. From 1947 until 1950, he was 
India’s first deputy prime minister. He was a barrister and a prominent leader of the Indian 
National Congress who led the country’s independence movement and guided its integration 
into a single, independent nation. He was a member of the Indian National Congress’s 
conservative wing. 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, known as the “Iron Man of India,” was born in Nadiad village in 
present-day Gujarat on October 31, 1875. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Vietnam reaches $15.5B energy deal with G7 to cut emissions 

 A group of nine rich industrialized nations approved a deal to provide Vietnam with $15.5 billion 
to help the Southeast Asian nation move faster from coal power to renewable energy, cutting its 
climate-damaging pollution. 

 The Group of Seven major economies, along with Norway and Denmark, said in a statement that 
the aim is to help Vietnam reduce its emissions to “net zero” by 2050, a goal which expert say 
needs to be met globally to cap global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 The Just Energy Transition Partnership with Vietnam is among a series of agreements that 
developing and rich nations are negotiating. The first such deal was signed with South Africa last 
year, and a similar agreement was reached with Indonesia last month. 

 Vietnam is a dynamic, emerging economy at the heart of Southeast Asia,” British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak said. “The investment we are making today means the country can cut its emissions 
while simultaneously creating new jobs and growth. 

 
UN: Global Trade Surges to $32 Trillion Record in 2022  

 The value of global trade is set to reach a new record this year, increasing by about 12 per cent 
to an estimated $32 trillion, according to a UN report that signaled a slowdown heading into 
2023. “The substantial trade growth during the last year was largely due to increases in the value 
of the trade of energy products,” the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development said 
in the report. 

 Trade in merchandise goods soared to $25 trillion, an increase of about 10 per cent versus the 
prior year. Trade in services grew 15 per cent year-over-year to nearly $7 trillion, according to 
the report. 

 The UN body expects the inflation-adjusted value of global trade will diminish next year because 
of the combined impact of geopolitical frictions, lower economic growth, higher prices for goods 
and record levels of global debt. 

 
New Zealand passes world's first law to ban smoking for future generation 

 The New Zealand government has passed a law to completely end tobacco smoking by banning 
youth from buying cigarettes for life. The Smoke Free Environments and Regulated Products 
(Smoking Tobacco) Amendment Bill has been passed in New Zealand which aims to make New 
Zealand smoke free by 2025. 

 The bill aims to ban the sale of tobacco to anyone born after January 1, 2009, and reduce the 
number of cigarette retailers in the country. The bill has received bipartisan support in New 
Zealand’s parliament and Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern also plans to reduce the amount of 
nicotine allowed in smokeless tobacco products. Passage of the bill would reduce the number of 
tobacco retailers nationwide to about one-tenth of the current number of 6,000. 

 This will lead to thousands of lives longer and an additional $5 billion less burden on the health 
system as there will be no need to treat diseases caused by smoking, such as many types of 
cancer, heart attacks, strokes, amputations. The legislation aims to prevent the high number of 
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deaths caused by tobacco consumption in New Zealand which disproportionately affects the 
native Māori population. 

 
NATIONAL 

Union Minister for Jal Shakti Inaugurates The 7th Edition of India Water Impact Summit 

 Union Jal Shakti Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has inaugurated the 7th India Water 
Impact Summit (IWIS 2022) on December 15, 2022 in the presence of Shri Bishweshwar Tudu, 
Minister of State for Jal Shakti. 

 The summit is being organized from 15th to 17th December, 2022 at Dr. Ambedkar International 
Centre, New Delhi by National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and Center for Ganga River Basin 
Management and Studies (cGanga).  

 The theme of the summit this year is Restoration and Conservation of Small Rivers in a Large 
Basin, with emphasis on the ‘Mapping and Convergence of 5Ps’ – People, Policy, Plan, 
Programme and Project. 

 The three-day-long summit will aim to give an insight into the potential causes for divergence 
and formulate a strategy to achieve convergence.  

 The 5 broad themes of the summit are Science and Policy, Finance and Economics, Technology 
and Innovation, International and Implementation Challenges. 

 
India, Kazakhstan Begins Joint Military Drill In Meghalaya 

 The 6th Edition of Indo – Kazakhstan joint training exercise “KAZIND-22” is conducted at Umroi 
(Meghalaya) from 15 to 28 December 2022. The scope of this exercise involves a Command Post 
Exercise (CPX) at the Battalion level and Company level Field Training Exercise (FTX) on sub-
conventional operations. During the exercise, participants will engage in variety of missions 
ranging from joint planning, joint tactical drills, basics of special arms skills, HADR and raiding a 
hostile target. 

 Joint annual training exercise with the Kazakhstan Army was instituted in 2016 as Exercise Prabal 
Dostyk, which was later upgraded to a company level exercise and renamed as Ex Kazind in 2018. 

 
SPORTS 

Chahat Arora sets national record in women's 100-metre breaststroke 

 In Swimming, Indian swimmer Chahat Arora set a national record in the women’s 100-metre 
breaststroke at the FINA World Swimming Championships 2022 in Melbourne, Australia. FINA is 
the International Swimming Federation. Chahat Arora completed the 100-metre breaststroke 
race in 1 minute, 13.13 seconds. 

 Lithuania’s Ruta Meilutyte, topped the overall heats in 1 minute, 3.81 seconds, which was 9.32 
seconds quicker than Chahat Arora. 

 The 19-year-old Lara Van Niekerk of South Africa came second in 1 minute 3.93 seconds. 

 Lilly King of the USA came third in 1 minute 3.94 seconds. Chahat will participate in the women’s 
50m breaststroke event. Siva Sridhar will compete in the 100-metre individual medley. 
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SUMMIT'S & MOU's 
Airbnb signs MoU with Department of Tourism, Government of Goa to promote Inclusive Tourism 

 Airbnb signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Department of Tourism, 
Government of Goa, to jointly promote Goa as one of the most sought-after high potential 
tourism destinations in India and around the world. 

 This partnership is aimed at encouraging travel to unique destinations that are lesser-known and 
enabling economically regenerative community-led tourism in the state. On the sidelines of the 
official launch of ‘Rediscover Goa’, a week-long celebration of Goa’s vast cultural diversity 
beyond its beaches and dazzling nightlife, Airbnb and Goa Tourism Department have joined 
hands to scale homestay capacity across the state, and provide support to Goan homestay Hosts 
in delivering quality tourism experiences to guests, both domestic and international. 

 The announcement reflects the commitment of both parties to support the development of a 
sustainable tourism ecosystem in Goa, while highlighting current and upcoming tourism 
destinations in the state. By hosting knowledge sharing and training workshops for homestay 
Hosts, the partnership will also enhance the potential of tourism to create jobs and sustainable 
livelihood opportunities for the local communities. There will be a spotlight on unique properties 
that enable more domestic and international travelers to explore Goa like never before and 
uncover some hidden gems. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

After Golden Globes and Critics Choice, SS Rajamouli's RRR bags 4 nominations at HCA Film Awards 

 SS Rajamouli-directed period movie ‘RRR’ has been nominated in two categories at the Golden 
Globe Awards to be held in January 2023. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA) has 
nominated ‘RRR’ in the Best Picture: Non-English language and Best Original Song Naatu Naatu. 

  ‘RRR’ follows a pre-Independence story woven around two real-life Indian revolutionaries: Alluri 
Sitarama Raju and Komaram Bheem, in the 1920s. Starring Ram Charan and Jr NTR in the lead, 
the film released worldwide in March in five languages. RRR is the only Indian film to make the 
final five out of a clutch of other entries from India, among them Gangubai Kathiawadi, Kantara 
and Chhello Show. 

 
RANKING 

UN Ranks Namami Gange Among Top 10 World Restoration Flagship Programmes 

 The United Nations has recognised the Namami Gange initiative to rejuvenate India’s sacred 
River Ganga as one of the top 10 World Restoration Flagships to revive the natural world. The 
award was received by G Ashok Kumar, Director General, Namami Gange, at the 15th 
Conference of the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) in Montreal, Canada. 

 Namami Gange was selected from over 150 such initiatives from 70 countries across the globe. 
They were selected under the banner of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, a 
global movement coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

 It is designed to prevent and reverse the degradation of natural spaces across the planet. The 
recognized initiatives, including Namami Gange, will now be eligible to receive UN support, 
funding or technical expertise. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
HDFC Bank Launches Parivartan SmartUp Grants with Startup India 

 HDFC Bank announced the launch of its sixth annual grants program for social startups in 
partnership with the Government of India’s flagship initiative ‘Startup India’. Known as 
Parivartan SmartUp Grants, the program aims to identify startups working in the social impact 
space and support them through monetary grants to their incubators. 

 The grants have been offered under the aegis of Parivartan, the umbrella name for the bank’s 
social initiatives. So far, the bank has disbursed over INR 30 crore to more than 45 incubators 
which supported over 165 startups working in areas like environment, agri-business, ed-tech, 
waste management, healthcare, and skill development sectors. 

 This year the bank will also focus on building capacities of incubators and startups working in 
tier-II & III cities. Through selected incubator partners, the bank will fund social impact startups 
developing solutions in environmental conservation, affordable healthcare, sustainable rural 
economy, technologies for better governance, economic growth of SMEs, gender diversity and 
inclusion space. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Russia becomes India's second-largest oil supplier 

 Russia has for the first time emerged as top oil supplier to India replacing Iraq as refiners last 
month snapped up oil from Moscow fearing a price cap from Dec. 5 could hit supplies and choke 
payment avenues. 

 India’s oil imports from Russia rose for the fifth straight month, totaling 908,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) in November, up 4% from October, the data showed. 

 The Group of Seven nations(G-7), Australia, and the 27 European Union countries have imposed 
a price cap of $60 a barrel on Russian seaborne oil from Dec. 5 as the West tries to limit 
Moscow’s ability to finance its war in Ukraine. The price cap plan calls for G7 countries to deny 
insurance, finance, brokering, navigation, and other services to oil cargoes priced above the price 
cap on crude and oil products. 

 Russian oil accounted for about 23% of India’s overall import of about 4 million bpd oil in 
November, the data showed. India’s overall imports in November declined 11% from October on 
lower purchases by Russia-backed Indian refiner Nayara Energy, which had shut its 400,000 bpd 
refinery for maintenance during the month, the data showed. 

 
France to host International Conference in Paris  

 According to the French embassy, France will host an International conference “Standing with 
the Ukrainian People” in Paris with an aim to coordinate international support for civilian 
resilience in Ukraine and address the Ukrainian people’s urgent humanitarian needs. The 
conference is organised at the initiative of French President Emmanuel Macron and is co-
organised with Ukraine. During the conference, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will 
address virtually. 

 The Ukrainian people are facing dire difficulties in all sectors essential to life: electricity supply, 
food security, water supply, and access to medical care. 
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 This situation is aggravated by the onset of winter and by the increased Russian bombardments 
against civilian infrastructures in Ukraine, particularly energy infrastructure, resulting in severe 
blackouts. 

 The goal of the conference is therefore to muster international humanitarian aid to bolster the 
Ukrainian people’s resilience through the harsh winter, and establish a coordination mechanism 
to ensure effective and needs-based delivery of aid. 

 
NATIONAL 

ISRO is doing to boost the use of NavIC, India’s version of GPS 

 To promote the use of ‘NAVigation with the Indian Constellation’ (NavIC), the Indian version of 
GPS, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will introduce the L1 frequency in all its 
future satellites. 

 The seven satellites in the NavIC constellation currently use two frequencies for providing 
positioning data — the L5 and S bands. However, most mobile System on Chips(SoCs) and 
wearable devices support the L1 band. 

 To overcome this drawback, ISRO announced that new satellites from NVS-01 onwards which are 
meant to replace these satellites will also have L1 frequency. 

 L1 frequency is one of the most commonly used frequencies in the Global Positioning System 
(GPS), which even the less sophisticated, civilian-use devices such as smartwatches are capable 
of receiving.  Thus, with this band, the use of the NavIC in wearable devices and personal 
trackers that use low-power, single-frequency chips can go up. 

 NavIC, or Navigation with Indian Constellation is an independent stand-alone navigation satellite 
system developed by the Indian Space Research Organization(ISRO). NavIC was originally 
approved in 2006. It was expected to be completed by late 2011 but only became operational in 
2018. NavIC consists of eight satellites and covers the whole of India’s landmass and up to 1,500 
km from its boundaries. 

 
Govt allocates Rs 1037.90 crore to New India Literacy Programme for next 5 years: MoE  

 The Ministry of Education (MoE) approved a new scheme “New India Literacy Programme” for 
the next five years to cover all the aspects of adult education to align with new National 
Education Policy (NEP). 

 The ministry has also decided to use “Education For All” instead of “Adult Education” as the 
previous term did not appropriately represent all non-literates in 15 years and above age group. 

 The objectives of the scheme is to impart not only foundational literacy and numeracy but also 
to cover other components which are necessary for a citizen of 21st century such as critical life 
skills including financial literacy, digital literacy, commercial skills, health care and awareness, 
child care and education, and family welfare); vocational skills development with a view towards 
obtaining local employment); basic education including preparatory, middle, and secondary 
stage equivalency, and continuing education including engaging holistic adult education courses 
in arts, sciences, technology, culture, sports, and recreation, as well as other topics of interest or 
use to local learners, such as more advanced material on critical life skills. 
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SPORTS 
PAK vs ENG: Joe Root joins elite list with 10000+ test runs and 50+ wickets in 2nd Test 2022 

 PAK vs ENG: Former England skipper Joe Root became only the third cricketer in history to score 
10000 runs and pick up 50 wickets in Test cricket. He achieved the feat during the ongoing 
second Test against Pakistan in Multan. Root reached the milestone when he dismissed Faheem 
Ashraf in the 70th over of Pakistan’s second innings at the Multan Cricket Stadium. It was a 
tossed-up delivery from the off-spinner and Faheem tried to push at it. The ball turned very little 
to take the batter’s edge and presented a simple catch to Zak Crawley at slips. 

 Root joins South African legend Jacques Kallis and former Australian skipper Steve Waugh in 
scoring 10000 runs and claiming 50 wickets in the longest format. 

 Root currently has 10629 Test runs and 50 wickets under his belt. Waugh has 10927 runs and 92 
wickets, while Kallis tops the chart with 13289 runs and 292 wickets. 

  
OBITURY 

Poland’s only cosmonaut, Mirosław Hermaszewski, dies aged 81 

 Poland’s only cosmonaut Gen Miroslaw Hermaszewski passed away recently at the age of 81. He 
circled the Earth in a Soviet spacecraft in 1978. Hermaszewski became a national hero thanks to 
his trip to space. For nine days in June and July of 1978, Hermaszewski and Soviet cosmonaut 
Pyotr Klimuk circled the Earth in the Soyuz 30 spaceship that docked at the Salyut 6 orbital space 
station. They went around the globe 126 times. 

 Hermaszewski travelled into space as part of the Soviet Union’s Intercosmos program, which 
offered an opportunity to explore space for countries within the then-Eastern Bloc, under 
Moscow’s domination or which had ties with the Soviets. 

 The first person to blast off as part of the program was Vladimir Remek of then-Czechoslovakia, 
in March 1978. Hermaszewski followed, while Sigmund Jahn of then-East Germany was the third 
to fly that year. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

8th India International Science Festival in Bhopal next month 

 India International Science Festival (IISF)-2022 will be held in Bhopal in January 2023 and 
incidentally, it is one of the major events to be held after India took over G-20 Presidency. IISF is 
the initiative of the Ministry of Science & Technology and Ministry of Earth Science of 
Government of India in association with Vijnana Bharati which is a science movement with 
swadeshi spirit led by eminent scientists of the country. The IISF 2022 is the eighth edition since 
its inception in 2015. 

 It is a festival to celebrate the achievements of India’s scientific and technological advancements 
with students, innovators, craftsmen, farmers, scientists and technocrats from India and abroad. 

 It also provides opportunities to people and scientific fraternity in the country and abroad to 
come together, work together and experience the joy of doing science for the wellbeing of India 
and humanity. 

 There will be fourteen events organized during these four days which will be running parallel 
with the participation of more than 8,000 delegates from across the country. More than lakhs of 
local visitors will witness the festival and will remember the festival for its unique grandeur and 
creativity in science. 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

SpiceJet wins ‘Safety Performer of the Year’ award by Delhi Airport 

 SpiceJet has been awarded the ‘Safety Performer of the Year’ award by GMR Delhi Airport 
Awards for being the top performer among the self-handling airlines and as it has been able to 
reduce ground safety violations significantly. SpiceJet ground handling team at Delhi Airport 
achieved this performance through constant focus on quality improvements, innovation and 
hard work. Moreover, their role in minimising incidences of ground safety violations ensured 
compliance with safety guidelines and regulatory requirements. 

 Recently, the airline was audited by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and its 
operations, safety processes, and systems were found to be strong and at par with the global 
best practices and safety standards. 

 The airline was the only scheduled Indian airline part of the audit conducted by ICAO, the United 
Nations aviation arm. The audit of SpiceJet safety systems “helped India achieve” its highest-ever 
safety ranking in ICAO audit 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

ADB keeps India's GDP growth unchanged at 7% for current financial year 

 The Manila-based Asian Development Bank kept its economic growth outlook for India 
unchanged at seven percent for the fiscal 2022-23. The bank also forecasted a weaker-than-
previously expected pace for developing Asia. The seven percent growth projection for fiscal 
2022-23, unchanged from its September forecast, against 8.7 percent GDP growth in the 
previous fiscal. 

 For the next fiscal year, FY 23-24, the GDP growth has been kept unchanged at 7.2 percent, 
“sustained by positive effects from structural reform and from public investment catalysing 
private investment”. 

 The Manila-based bank’s report sees Asia expanding 4.2 percent this year and accelerating to 4.6 
percent in 2023. The previously estimated expansion stood at 4.3 percent and 4.9 percent, 
respectively. 

  “While some recent high-frequency indicators are more favourable than expected — notably 
consumer confidence, electricity supply and purchasing managers’ indexes — others are a little 
less favourable, in particular exports, largely textiles and iron ore, and the index of industrial 
production of consumer goods,” the report said. 
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NATIONAL 
Prime Minister launches several development projects worth 75,000 crore rupees in Maharashtra 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi to lay the foundation stone and inaugurate projects worth Rs 
75,000 crores in Maharashtra. According to the Prime Minister’s Office, PM Modi inaugurated 
Phase-I of Hindu Hrudaysamrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg, 
covering a distance of 520 Kms and connecting Nagpur and Shirdi. 

 In yet another step that will revolutionise urban mobility, Prime Minister will dedicate ‘Nagpur 
Metro Phase I’ to the nation. He will flag off two metro trains – from Khapri to Automotive 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

Square (Orange Line) and from Prajapati Nagar to Lokmanya Nagar (Aqua line) – at Khapri Metro 
Station. Phase I of the Nagpur Metro is developed at a cost of more than Rs 8650 crore. Prime 
Minister will also lay the foundation stone of Nagpur Metro Phase- II, which will be developed at 
a cost of more than Rs 6700 crore. 

 Prime Minister’s commitment to strengthen health infrastructure across the country will be 
strengthened through the dedication of AIIMS Nagpur to the nation. The Hospital, whose 
foundational stone was also laid by the Prime Minister in July 2017, has been established under 
the Central sector scheme Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana. 

 Prime Minister dedicated Government Maintenance Depot, Ajni (Nagpur) and Kohli-Narkher 
Section of Nagpur- Itarsi Third line project to the Nation. These projects have been developed at 
a cost of about Rs 110 crore and about Rs 450 crore respectively. 

 
PM addresses programme commemorating Sri Aurobindo’s 150th birth anniversary via video 
conferencing  

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated in a programme commemorating Sri 
Aurobindo’s 150th birth anniversary, on 13th December, 2022. The programme, being held in 
Kamban Kalai Sangam, Puducherry, under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, witnessed the 
Prime Minister releasing a commemorative coin and postal stamp in honour of Sri Aurobindo. 

 He is popularly known as yogi Rishi Aurobindo. He was a revolutionary, nationalist, poet, 
educationist and philosopher.He was born on August 15, 1872, in Calcutta to Shri Krishnadhan 
Ghosh.His father was a rich doctor from Calcutta. 

 At the age of seven he was taken to England for education. There he studied at St. Paul’s School, 
London, and at King’s College, Cambridge. 

 
CJI Chandrachud inaugurates 10 district court digitisation hubs in Odisha 

 Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud  virtually inaugurated 10 district court digitisation hubs 
(DCDH) in Odisha, and said that modernisation of judiciary is the need of the hour. 

 With this inauguration, a total of 15 DCDHs have now become functional in the state, with each 
catering to a neighbouring district, thus covering all 30 district courts. 

 The hubs at Angul, Bhadrak, Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Keonjhar, Koraput, Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, 
Nayagarh and Sonepur, will take care of digitisation work of all 30 districts of the state. Each 
DCDH will be assigned the task of digitizing the surrounding districts. 

 Initially, four District Court Digitization Centres (DCDC) were set up on a pilot basis in Cuttack, 
Ganjam, Sambalpur and Balasore districts on April 30, 2021. 

 Appreciating the information and communication technology (ICT) measures adopted by the 
Orissa High Court under the leadership of its Chief Justice S Muralidhar, he said, “Digitisation 
should be accompanied by a push for e-filing of cases.” 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Sir Jeremy Farrar becomes WHO's Chief Scientist 

 World Health Organization (WHO) announced that Dr Jeremy Farrar will become its new Chief 
Scientist. Currently, Director of the Wellcome Trust, Dr Farrar will join WHO in the second 
quarter of 2023. As WHO’s Chief Scientist, Dr Farrar will oversee the Science Division, bringing 
together the best brains in science and innovation from around the world to develop and deliver 
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high quality health services to the people who need them most, no matter who they are and 
where they live. 

 Dr Farrar is a clinician scientist who, before joining Wellcome in 2013, spent 17 years as Director 
of the Clinical Research Unit at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases in Viet Nam where his research 
interests were in global health with a focus on emerging infectious diseases. Dr Farrar is a Fellow 
of the Academy of Medical Sciences UK, European Molecular Biology Organisation (EMBO), the 
National Academies USA and a Fellow of The Royal Society. 

 Dr Amelia Latu Afuhaamango Tuipulotu will become WHO’s Chief Nursing Officer. Previously 
Minister for Health of the Kingdom of Tonga, and before that Tonga’s Chief Nursing Officer, Dr 
Tuipulotu will join WHO in the first quarter of 2023. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Energy Conservation Day 2022: History, significance and more 

 The National Energy Conservation Day is celebrated every year on 14th December 2022. The 
purpose is to showcase the achievements of the nation in energy efficiency and conservation. 
This occasion has been celebrated since 1991 when is led by the Ministry of power. This day is 
celebrated to raise awareness regarding the conservation of energy as it is the best way to have 
a greener and brighter future. 

 The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), under the power ministry of India, launched the National 
Energy Conservation Awards in 1991 to recognise the contribution of industries and 
establishments in reducing energy consumption while maintaining their production through 
awards. The first time the awards were given away was on December 14, 1991. Since then, the 
day has been declared as National Energy Conservation Day. These awards are given away by 
eminent dignitaries at a function organised every year on the same day. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Former VP Venkaiah Naidu confers with SIES Award for public leadership  

 Former vice president Venkaiah Naidu has been conferred with the 25th Sri Chandrasekarendra 
Saraswathi National Eminence Award (SIES). The award was presented during the event held at 
Shanmukhananda auditorium, King’s Circle in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The awards are given in the 
fields of public leadership, community leadership, science and technology, and social thinkers 
who have made outstanding contributions in their respective fields. The SIES was set up in 1932 
by M. V. Venkateshwaran in Mumbai. 

 Venkaiah Naidu was the 13th Vice President of India from 11th August 2017 to 11th August 
2022. 

 Prior to joining Modi’s Cabinet, he was the minister of housing, urban poverty alleviation, urban 
development, and information. 

 He was a prominent leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its National President from 
2002 to 2004. 

 He served as Minister for Rural Development in Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government from 1996 to 
2002. 
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RANKING 
UIDAI tops Grievance Redressal Index for the fourth month in a row in Nov  

 Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) topped the grievance redressal index among all 
group A ministries, departments and autonomous bodies for resolution of public grievances for 
the fourth month in a row in November. 

 The Electronics and  Information Technology Ministry stated that UIDAI has moved towards a 
centralized grievance handling mechanism through its Open-Source customer relationship 
management system. UIDAI’s new open-source CRM (customer relationship management) 
system has enhanced user experience and improved service delivery to the residents. 

 UIDAI’s Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning based Chatbot, Aadhaar Mitra is also gaining 
popularity and soon the conversations happening there on a daily basis are going to cross 50,000 
figures. 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority established on 12 July 
2016 by the Government of India under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, following the provisions of the Aadhaar Act 2016. 

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

November retail inflation eases below 6% for the first time this year 

 Retail inflation of India has been eased to 5.88% in November 2022 from 6.77% in October. It is 
the first time in this Financial Year when the inflation rate came within the tolerance band of RBI 
i.e. 2 to 6%. Food prices, which account for nearly 40% of the CPI basket, eased to 4.67% in 
November, compared with 7.01% in October. 

 Retail inflation has been above the upper end of the Reserve Bank of India’s 2%-6% tolerance 
band since January, triggering 225 basis points of interest rate rise, so far taking it to 6.25%. 

 Excluding the volatile food and energy components, the core inflation is estimated to be 
between 6% and 6.26% in November, according to three economists’ estimates, compared to 
5.9% to 6.3% in October. 

 RBI recently wrote a letter to the government explaining the reasons for failing to contain 
inflation within the set band for three successive quarters. The letter has not been made public 
so far. 

 Cooling vegetable and edible oil prices drove India’s retail inflation down to 5.88% in November 
from 6.77% in October, the first time since January this year that consumer prices have risen 
slower than the 6% tolerance threshold set for the central bank. 

 
Banks Wrote Off Bad Loans Worth Over 10 Lakh Crore In Last 5 Financial Years: Minister 

 Banks have written off bad loans worth ₹ 10,09,511 crore during the last five financial years, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman informed Parliament. The non-performing assets (NPAs), 
including those in respect of which full provisioning has been made on completion of four years, 
are removed from the balance sheet of the bank concerned by way of write-off. 

 Banks write off NPAs as part of their regular exercise to clean up their balance sheet, avail tax 
benefit and optimise capital, in accordance with RBI guidelines and policy approved by their 
boards. As per inputs received from RBI, Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) wrote off an 
amount of ₹ 10,09,511 crore during the last five financial years. 
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 As borrowers of written-off loans continue to be liable for repayment and the process of 
recovery of dues from the borrower in written-off loan accounts continues, write-off does not 
benefit the borrower, she said. 

 Banks continue to pursue recovery actions initiated in written-off accounts through various 
recovery mechanisms available, such as filing of a suit in civil courts or in Debts Recovery 
Tribunals, filing of cases under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and through sale of 
non-performing assets. 

  
Bank of Baroda Proposes Sale of Majority Stake in Nainital Bank 

 State-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB) said it plans to sell its majority stake in Nainital Bank. The 
board of directors of the bank has approved divestment of its majority shareholding in Nainital 
Bank Limited (NBL), and authorised issuance of an advertisement inviting Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) through a Preliminary Information Memorandum (PIM) from interested parties (IPs). 

 BoB currently holds 98.57 per cent of the total equity share capital of NBL. Uttarakhand-based 
Nainital Bank has about 150 branches across Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana and 
Rajasthan. The Mumbai-based BoB had taken over Nainital Bank in 1973 on the directions of the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 Bank of Baroda is one of the leading commercial public sector banks in India. The Bank is having 
their head office located at Baroda and their corporate office is located at Mumbai. 

 Bank of Baroda is one of India’s largest banks and as on December 2020 the bank has a strong 
domestic presence spanning 8246 domestic branches and 11553 ATMs & Cash Recyclers 
supported by self-service channels. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
NASA’s Orion capsule splashes down in Pacific after lunar mission  

 NASA’s Orion space capsule splashed down safely in the Pacific on Sunday, 
completing the Artemis-1 mission — a more than 25-day journey around the moon. 

 After hurtling through the earth's atmosphere at a speed of 40,000 kmph, the 
uncrewed capsule floated down to the water with the help of three parachutes.   

 
NATIONAL 

1st G20 Central Bank Deputies Meet in Bengaluru Under India’s Presidency  
 The first G20 Finance and Central Bank Deputies (FCBD) meeting is scheduled to be 

held during 13-15 December 2022 in Bengaluru.  
 This meeting, which will mark the start of discussions on the Finance Track agenda 

under the Indian G20 Presidency, will be hosted jointly by the Ministry of Finance 
and the Reserve Bank of India. 

  
Indian Army’s Airawat Division conducted Ex Sanchaar Bodh  

 Indian Army’s Airawat Division conducted Ex Sanchaar Bodh in extensive obstacle 
ridden terrain of Punjab. The exercise validated tactical communication capabilities.  
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 The formation reaffirmed its determination to win at any cost under adverse 
conditions. 

 Chief of Army Staff: General Manoj Pande;  
 Indian Army Headquarters: New Delhi; 
 Indian Army Founded: 1 April 1895, India. 

  
9th World Ayurveda Congress: PM Modi inaugurates 3 National Ayush Institutes  

 The institutes inaugurated by PM Modi include the All Indi a Institute of Ayurveda 
(AIIA), Goa, National Institute of Unani Medicine (NIUM), Ghaziabad and National 
Institute of Homoeopathy (NIH), Delhi.  

 National Institute of Unani Medicine (NIUM), Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh will be a 
satellite Centre of the existing National Institute of Unani Medicine, Bangalore.  

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI shortlists 7 global consultancy firms to use AI, ML to improve regulatory supervision  
 7 firms are Accenture Solutions Private Limited; Boston Consulting Group (India) Pvt 

Ltd; Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India LLP; Ernst and Young LLP; KPMG Assurance and 
Consulting Services LLP; McKinsey and Company; and Pricewaterhouse Coopers Pvt 
Ltd. 

 The Department of Supervision has been developing and using linear & a few 
machine-learnt models for supervisory examinations. 

  
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Japan's ispace launches world's first commercial moon lander  
 A Japanese space startup launched a spacecraft to the moon after several delays, a 

step toward what would be a first for the nation and for a p rivate company. 
 ispace Inc's HAKUTO-R mission took off without incident from Cape Canaveral, 

Florida, after two postponements caused by inspections of its SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket. 

 
 SPORTS 

FIFA World Cup: Argentina, Croatia, France & Morocco teams qualified for semi -finals 
 In the FIFA World Cup, with the quarter-finals concluded, Argentina, Croatia, France 

and Morocco are the four teams which have qualified for the semi -finals of the 
marquee tournament. 

 Argentina is now all set to face off against Croatia in  the first semi-finals on 14th 
December 2022. 

 In the second semifinals, France will be up against Morocco at Al -Bayt Stadium in Al 
Khor, Qatar on 15th December 2022. 

 The final will be played on 18th December.  
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NATIONAL 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu takes oath as new Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh , Mukesh 
Agnihotri his deputy 

 Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Bhagel made the announcement. He said the new 
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister will be Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu and Mukesh 
Agnihotri will be Deputy Chief Minister.  

 He will be the second chief minister from Hamirpur district, after Prem Kumar 
Dhumal. 

 Governor of Himachal Pradesh: Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar.  
 Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu will be the 15th chief minister of HP.  

  
Bhupendra Patel to continue as Gujarat CM for second term 

 Bhupendra Patel took oath as chief minister of Gujarat for the second time.  
 BJP swept the Gujarat Assembly election with a whopping 156 out of the 182 

Assembly seats, which is the highest number of seats any party has won after the 
formation of the state in 1960. 

 Did you Know 
 Governor of Gujarat: Acharya Devvrat.  

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates Goa's second international airport  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Goa's second airport, MOPA 
International Airport. The airport is named after former Chief Minister Manohar 
Parikar. The operations will begin from January 5, 2023. GMR Goa International 
Airport Limited (GGIAL) will manage the airport.  

 Manohar International Airport is built on 2,132 acres and is located at Pernem 
Taluka in North Goa. 

 Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia.  
 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Senior nuclear scientist K V Suresh Kumar is new BHAVINI CMD  

 Senior nuclear scientist K V Suresh Kumar assumed charge as the chairman and 
managing director of the Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Limited (BHAVINI).  

 BHAVINI is tasked with operationalizing the Stage-II of India's three-stage nuclear 
programme with a focus on fast breeder reactor technology. 

 BHAVINI is under the Government's Department of Atomic Energy.  
 

 DAYS 
International Universal Health Coverage Day   

 On 12 December 2017, the United Nations proclaimed 12 December as International 
Universal Health Coverage Day (UHC Day). Universal Health Coverage Day, 
commemorated each 12 December, is the anniversary of the first unanimous United 
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Nations resolution calling for countries to provide affordable, quality health care to 
every person, everywhere. 

 The UHC Day 2022 theme is “Build the world we want: A healthy future for all,”  
 
 International Day of Neutrality   

 International Day of Neutrality is commemorated on December 12. It is a day when 
people look at the possibility of a world free of armed and other types of conflicts.  

 The day was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2017. Its focus was 
on advocating and campaigning for intra-state peaceful relations.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
World Bank’s Flagship Gender Toolkit Launched  

 A Gender Toolkit based on “Enabling gender-responsive urban mobility and public 
spaces” was launched in a session conducted by the World Bank and the Chennai 
Urban Metropolitan Transport Authority.  

 
Britain, Italy and Japan to jointly develop future fighter jet  

 Britain, Italy, and Japan on Friday said, they will jointly develop a future fighter jet 
that uses artificial intelligence. 

 The three nations held out the prospect of cooperation with European and US allies, 
which are developing their own sixth-generation planes, vowing to maintain 
interoperability among all the allies against threats from the likes of China.  

 
 NATIONAL 

J&K awarded 1st prize in category for Ayushman Bharat health account ID generation  
 Jammu and Kashmir has been awarded 1st prize in the category for Ayus hman Bharat 

health account ID generation and 2nd prize in the category for Teleconsultation 
conducted during the celebration of Universal Health Coverage Day 2022 which is 
being celebrated on 10th and 11th December at International Cooperation and 
Convention Centre, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 

  
Country's largest business jet terminal commissioned at Cochin International Airport  

 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the country's first chartered 
gateway, and a business jet terminal at the Cochin International Airport. 

 With this, Cochin airport has become the fourth airport in the country to operate a 
private jet terminal. The Chief Minister is also the Chairman of the Cochin 
International Airport Ltd (CIAL).  
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
YES Bank gets RBI nod to raise capital from Carlyle, Verventa Holdings  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued two letters to YES Bank as the final go -ahead 
for its proposed capital raise plan from the Carlyle Group and Verventa Holdings, the 
bank said in a statement while informing the exchanges.  

 YES Bank will now engage with the investors for completion of the proposed capital 
raise, subject to various regulatory compliances.  

 
 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

GoI appointed Meenesh C Shah as the Managing Director of NDDB 
 National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) has appointed Meenesh C Shah as its 

Managing Director with effect from November 15. Union Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying Minister Parshottam Rupala informed that the Gujarat -based 
NDDB does not have regular chairman since December 2020.  

 Varsha Joshi, the then Joint Secretary in the Department of Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying, Government of India, held the additional charge of the post of Chairman, 
NDDB, from December 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021.  

 
Days 

UNICEF Day   
 UNICEF Day is observed every year on December 11. The United Nations General 

Assembly created UNICEF on December 11, 1946, as the United Nations International 
Children's Emergency Fund. 

 The organisation was originally named United Nations Int ernational Children's 
Emergency Fund. 

  
International Mountain Day   

 International Mountain Day is marked annually on 11 December to create awareness 
about mountains. The United Nations accepted a document titled “Managing Fragile 
Ecosystems: Sustainable Mountain Development” while the Commission on 
Sustainable Development was held in 1992.  

 The United Nations General Assembly then declared 11 December as International 
Mountain Day in 2003. 

 The theme for 2022 is “Women move mountains”  
 


