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NATIONAL 
Maharashtra declares Dahi Handi an official sport 

 Chief Minister Eknath Shinde announces that ‘Dahi-Handi’ will be recognized as an official sport 
in Maharashtra. The state is set to organize a ‘Pro- Dahi Handi’ completion. The Maharashtra 
Government also announces that the Govindas will get a job under the sports category and if any 
Govinda loses his life insurance of Rs 10 lakh will be given, also if they end up being partially 
handicapped insurance of Rs 5 lakh will be given by the Government of Maharashtra. 

 The decision was taken as many cities of Maharashtra celebrate and enjoy ‘Dahi-Handi’ as an 
adventurous sport. ‘Dahi-Handi’ is a ritual in which devotees of Lord Krishna recreate the 
‘Maakhan Chori’ or butter stealing act. It is one of the mischievous stories of Krishna’s childhood. 
It is also known as ‘Gopalakala’ and it is observed on the next day of Janmashtami. 
About Maharashtra:  
Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari 
Chief Minister: Eknath Shinde 
Capital: Mumbai 

 
IAF to Participate in Exercise Pitch Black 2022 in Australia 

 An Indian Air Force contingent has reached Australia for participating in Exercise Pitch Black 2022 
scheduled to be held from 19 Aug 22 to 08 Sep 22 in Darwin. This is a biennial, multi-national 
exercise hosted by the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). It will focus on Large Force Employment 
warfare. The last edition was conducted in 2018. The 2020 edition of the exercise was cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year's exercise will see the participation of over 100 aircraft 
and 2500 military personnel from various air forces. 

 The IAF contingent, led by Group Captain YPS Negi, comprises over 100 air warriors, deployed 
with four Su-30 MKI fighter and two C-17 aircraft. They will undertake multi-domain air combat 
missions in a complex environment and will exchange best practices with the participating air 
forces. 
About Australia: 
Capital: Canberra 
Currency: Australian dollar 
Prime Minister: Anthony Albanese 
About Indian Air Force (IAF): 
Headquarters: Integrated Defence Headquarters, Ministry of Defence, New Delhi 
Helicopter: CH-47 Chinook, Dhruv, Chetak, Cheetah, Mi-8, Mi-17, Mi-26 
Fighters: SEPECAT Jaguar, Dassault Rafale, Sukhoi Su-30MKI,   
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OBITURY 
Kerala first tribal novelist Narayan passed away dies at 82  

 Well-known writer and Kerala Sahitya Academy awardee Narayan died on Tuesday, family 
sources said. He was 81. 

 Narayan, belonging to Malayarayar tribe, is considered Kerala's first tribal novelist. He had 
worked with the Postal Department and retired in 1995. 

 His novel 'Kocharethi', published in 1998, won the Sahitya Academy award in 1999. 

 The novel depicts the history and traditions of the Malayarayar tribal community in Kerala in the 
20th century. Its English translation by Catherine Thankamma won the Economist Crossword 
Book Award in 2011. 
About Kerala: 
Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan   
Capital: Thiruvananthapuram 
Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Centre extends Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla tenure for one year 

 The Centre on Friday extended term of Union home secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla by one year to 
August 22, 2023. The order was issued by the according to a Personnel Ministry order. 

 Bhalla, a 1984-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre, 
was appointed as the Home Secretary in August 2019. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved extension in service to Bhalla as 
Home Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, for a period of one year beyond August 22, 2022, i.e. 
up to August 22, 2023, it said. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2023 to be held at Indore in January next year 

 The 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2023 will be held at Indore in January next year. External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi in a tweet said that Secretary, Consular, Passport and 
Visa Division, Ausaf Sayeed  and Chief Secretary of Madhya Pradesh Iqbal Singh Bains signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding for hosting the Pravasi Bhartiya Divas. On the occasion, Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan was also present. 

 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated every year on 9th Januray to mark the contribution of the 
overseas Indian community in the development of India. It also commemorates the return of 
Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to India on 9th January 1915. 
About Madhya Pradesh: 
Capital: Bhopal (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel 

 
Akshay Urja Diwas 2022: 20th August 

 Every year on the 20th of August India observers Akshay Urja Diwas or Renewable Energy Day. 
Akshay Urja Diwas 2022 or Renewable Energy Day aims to spread awareness about the 
development and adoption of renewable energy in India. Akshay Urja Diwas 2022, marks its 
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importance by promoting and lining up the alarming rate of depletion of Natural resources. This 
day makes people aware of the use of natural resources like wind energy, solar energy, and 
hydropower. 

 Akshay Urja Diwas was first established in 2004 to support renewable energy development 
programs in India and promote the usage of natural resources. In 2004, the first event was 
facilitated by then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, where he released a stamp with 12000 
children forming a human chain to promote the use of green energy sources. The Ministry of 
New & Renewable Energy Source (MNRE) planned to arrange the first informative campaign or 
event along with the Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh. 
About Indian Akshay Urja Day: 
Initiated: 2004 
Celebrated: on August 20 every year since 2004 

 
Sadbhavna Diwas 2022: 20th August 

 India celebrates Sadbhavna Diwas in memory of Rajiv Gandhi’s birth anniversary. Sadbhavna 
Diwas 2022 commemorates the 78th birth anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi on 20th August 2022. 
Sadbhavna Diwas was instituted after the death of Rajiv Gandhi in 1992, by Congress. Sadbhavna 
Diwas promotes peace, harmony, empathy, and unity among all citizens of India. On this several 
cultural events and contests are organized across the country. 

 Sadbhavna Diwas promotes harmony, peace, national integrity, unity, and empathy among all 
citizens of India. 

 On this day, we celebrate the birth anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi, and senior Congress officials and 
close relatives pay tribute to him. 

 Sadbhavna Diwas is also known for spreading awareness about greenery, protection of the 
environment, and the beauty of nature. 
About Rajiv Gandhi: 
Born: 20th August 1944 
Prime Minister: 1984 to 1989 

 
World Mosquito Day 2022: 20th August  

 Every year, World Mosquito Day is observed on 20 August. 

 This day is marked to honour and acknowledge the British doctor Sir Ronald Ross. 

 Sir Ronald Ross was the one who found out that female mosquitoes are responsible for causing 
malaria in the year 1897. 

 World Mosquito Day celebrations are organised every year by the London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine. 

 This year amid the coronavirus pandemic, the theme of World Mosquito Day 2021 is “Reaching 
the zero-malaria target” 

 When it comes to mosquito-borne diseases, malaria has the greatest global impact. According to 
the World Health Organization (WHO), malaria alone is responsible for the death of 400,000 
people per year. Other mosquito-borne diseases, even if not fatal, can have devastating 
consequences for patients. Chikungunya, for example, causes crippling joint pain, and Zika 
infection in pregnant women can result in severe birth defects. 
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 Mosquitoes are one of the most lethal insects in the world. They cause millions of deaths every 
year. So, to raise awareness about the cause and prevention of diseases caused by mosquitos, 
this day is marked. 
About World Health Organization (WHO): 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
Founded: 7 April 1948 
President : Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus  

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

BSF signs MoU with IRCTC to ensure safety and security of booking data, other facilities 

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to ensure the safety and security of 
booking data under its air e-ticket service for the troops of India’s border guarding force. The 
pact will ensure the facility of extra baggage, lounge, cargo and less cancellation or reschedule 
charges for authorised BSF personnel. 

 This service will provide a dedicated online portal with a credit facility of 60 days. 

 This in-house Air booking system will ensure the safety and security of booking data with extra 
baggage, lounge, and cargo facility and less cancellation or reschedule charges for authorised BSF 
personnel. 

 The MoU is significant in terms of providing better facilities to the personnel of the BSF, which 
guards 3,323km of India-Pakistan and 4,096km India-Bangladesh borders. 
About Border Security Force: 
Director General: Pankaj Kumar Singh 
Founded: 1 December 1965 
Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
About Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC): 
Founder: Ministry of Railways 
Founded: 27 September 1999 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Owner: Government of India (67%) 

 
RANKING 

Vistara 2nd in market share with 10%, behind IndiGo's 59% 

 Full-service Vistara emerged as the second biggest airline by domestic market share last month 
with a 10.4% pie of the sky, distantly second to the market leader IndiGo at 58.8%. The airline is 
Tata Sons’ joint venture with Singapore Airlines. The number three, four and five positions saw 
airlines separated by just decimal points — Air India (8.4%), GoFirst (8.2%) and SpiceJet (8%). 

 India’s airlines carried 9.7 million passengers on domestic routes in July, almost double from a 
year earlier but lower than the 10.5 million passengers ferried in June 2022. 

 Vistara, which had a 7.5% market in January and around 9% in the subsequent months, climbed 
to 10.4% in July. Go First carried 8.2% of the domestic passengers last month, while SpiceJet flew 
8%. SpiceJet and Go First have been forced to cut capacity, which helped Vistara overtake them 
in market share. 
About Vistara : 
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Headquarters: Gurugram 
CEO: Vinod Kannan (1 Jan 2022–) 
Founded: 2014, New Delhi 
Parent organization: Tata Sons 
Founders: Singapore Airlines, Tata Sons 
About IndiGo: 
Headquarters: Gurugram 
Founded: 2006 
Founders: Rahul Bhatia, Rakesh Gangwal 
CEO: Rono Dutta (24 Jan 2019–30 Sept 2022) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
UK Inflation Hits Double Digits for the First Time in 40 Years 

 Britain’s annual inflation rate has touched doubled digits, climbing to 10.1% in July from a year 
ago — the sharpest increase since 1982. Consumer prices are rising even faster in the U.K. than 
in the U.S. and Europe, propelled by higher food and energy costs. The increase was largely due 
to rising prices for food and staples, including toilet paper and toothbrushes. Core inflation, 
which strips out volatile, food and energy prices hitting 6.2% in July. 

 Most economists believe worse is to come. The Bank of England says soaring natural gas prices 
are likely to drive consumer price inflation to 13.3% in October. It says that will push Britain into 
a recession that is expected to last through 2023. Accounting for inflation, wages in the UK 
dropped at annual rate of 3% in the second quarter.  

 Inflation is surging in many countries as Russia’s war in Ukraine has triggered unprecedented 
increases in energy prices worldwide.  

 The gas woes are threatening a recession in the 19 countries sharing the euro currency, where 
inflation hit a record 8.9% in July. 
About United Kingdom: 
Queen: Queen Elizabeth II   
Capital: London 
Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
NATIONAL 

India's first electric double-decker bus unveiled in Mumbai 

 Union Transport Minister, Nitin Gadkari has launched India’s first electric double-decker bus at 
YB Centre in south Mumbai. The name of the bus is “Switch EiV 22”, the double-decker bus will 
be run by the Mumbai civic transport body from September. Nitin Gadkari said 35 per cent of the 
pollution is because of diesel and petrol, and the introduction of these buses will reduce 
pollution. Two new electric buses, including the first air-conditioned double-decker bus in the 
country, will join the fleet of the Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport (BEST). 
About Maharashtra:  
Capital: Mumbai 
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Chief Minister: Eknath Sindhe 
Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari 

 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited to open first overseas marketing office in Malaysia for LCA Tejas 

 Eyeing a possible deal for the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas in Malaysia, the state-run 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for 
opening its first international marketing and sales office in Kuala Lumpur. 

 “The office in Kuala Lumpur will enhance HAL’s ability to secure the deal while also enabling 
them to fulfil other requirements of the Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) like the upgradation 
and servicing of the Russian Su-30s and British Hawk trainer aircraft,” a statement from HAL said. 

 HAL had submitted a proposal for supplying 18 FLIT LCAs after the Malaysian Ministry of Defence 
issued a global tender in October 2021. (moved up) The winner of the tender is expected to be 
announced soon and HAL expects to win as it meets all the technical parameters.  
About Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL): 
Headquarters: Bengaluru 
Founder: Walchand Hirachand 
Founded: 1963, Bengaluru 

 
Kejriwal launches 'Make India No.1' mission, to travel across country to rally people's support 

 Delhi Chief Minister, Arvind Kejriwal has formally unveiled his Aam Aadmi Party’s national 
ambition with the launch of the ‘Make India No 1’ campaign. At an event organised at Talkatora 
stadium here, he proposed a five-point vision for good governance. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convenor termed the campaign a “national mission” and appealed to the masses to join. 

 FIRST thing that we have to do is provide free and quality education to every child of this 
country. 

 SECOND measure that we will have to take is to provide free and best medical treatment along 
with free medicines and test facilities to every citizen of the country. 

 THIRD, we will have to provide employment to every youth which is possible with the right 
intention and management. 

 FOURTH, every woman should get respect, equal rights and security. 

 FIFTH, we will have to ensure farmers get fair prices for their produce and get respect so that 
children can say with pride that they also want to become farmers. 
About Delhi: 
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
Capital: New Delhi 
Lieutenant governor : Vinai Kumar Saxena   

 
Goa becomes the First ‘Har Ghar Jal’ Certified State & Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & 
Diubecomes the First ‘Har Ghar Jal’ Certified UT in the Country 

 The people of all the villages in Goa and Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (D&NH and 
D&D) declared their village to be a “Har Ghar Jal” through a resolution passed by the Gram 
Sabha, certifying that all households in the villages have access to safe drinking water through 
taps and ensuring that “No One is Left Out.” All 85,156 of the 85,635,000 rural households in 
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Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, and Goa have access to potable water via a tap connection 
with Har Ghar Jal. 

 The Government of India’s flagship programme, Jal Jeevan Mission, was unveiled on August 15, 
2019, from the Red Fort’s ramparts by its forward-thinking Prime Minister. 

 By 2024, the goal hopes to provide every rural family in the nation with a reliable in Jal Jeevan 
Mission, long-term supply of potable tap water in an appropriate amount and of the required 
quality. 

 According to the certification process outlined in the Jal Jeevan Mission‘s Margdarshika (Har 
Ghar Jal), the field engineer must first present a completion certificate for the water delivery 
plan to the Panchayat during a meeting of the Gram Sabha. 
About Goa: 
Founded: 30 May 1987 
Capital: Panaji (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Pramod Sawant 
Governor: Shri P.S. Sreedharan Pillai  

 
SPORTS 

Fiba Women's U-18 Asian Bash In Bengaluru 

 Bengaluru will host the FIBA U-18 women’s Asian Basketball Championship beginning on 
September 5. According to Dr. Narayanagowda, the minister of sports and youth empowerment 
for Karnataka, Bengaluru will host the FIBA U-18 women’s Asian Basketball Championship from 
September 5 to 11. Dr. Narayanagowda, the minister, presented sports equipment to the Indian 
men’s team travelling to Iran to compete in the FIBA U-18 Men’s Basketball Championship during 
the press conference. 

 Both the Koramangala and Sree Kanteerava indoor stadiums are preparing for the big 
international event of FIBA U-18 women’s Asian Basketball Championship. 

 To qualify for the FIBA U-18 women’s Asian Basketball Championship, which will be held in Spain 
in July of next year, teams from Divisions A and B will compete in the championship. 
About Karnataka: 
Governor: Thawar Chand Gehlot 
Capital: Bengaluru (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Basavaraj Bommai 
About FIBA: 
Headquarters: Mies, Switzerland 
President: Hamane Niang 
Founded: 18 June 1932 
Membership: 213 national federations 
Secretary General: Andreas Zagklis 
Asia President: Saud Ali. Al-Thani 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Humanitarian Day 2022: 19th August 

 World Humanitarian Day is celebrated on August 19 every year to recognise all aid and health 
workers who volunteer to help victims of disasters and crises against all odds. The day aims to 
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spread awareness about the need for humanitarian assistance worldwide. The UN hopes that the 
day will serve as a reminder to people of the risk taken by some to save lives and support 
humanitarian causes. 

 The 2022 campaign, according to the United Nations, shines a light on “thousands of volunteers, 
professionals and crisis-affected people who deliver urgent health care, shelter, food, protection, 
water and much more.” 

 The United Nations has decided to use digital art to narrate stories of people in need and those 
who help them. At the centre of the campaign. 

 On 19 August 2003, a bomb attack on the Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killed 22 humanitarian 
aid workers, including the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio 
Vieira de Mello. 
About United Nations: 
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, United States 
Headquarters: New York, New York, United States 
Founders: United States, India, United Kingdom, Brazil, France 
Secretary general: António Guterres  

 
World Photography Day 2022: 19th August 

 World Photography Day is celebrated on August 19 each year. The aim of World Photography 
Day is to create awareness, share ideas and encourage people to take up photography. The 
annual celebration pays tribute to the art of photography and also encourages those who are 
passionate about it to come together and share their work. It also serves as a motivating day for 
enthusiasts to pursue photography as a career. 

 World Photography Day is a day to celebrate the art and craft of photography and the passion 
that people have for this genre. The day also recognizes how the purpose of the medium has 
evolved from documenting historic events to a mode for personal fulfilment and memory 
creation. 

 The inception of this day dates back to 1837 when Frenchmen Joseph Nicephore Niepce and 
Louis Daguerre invented the ‘daguerreotype’ which was the world’s first-ever photographic 
process. Two years later on January 9, 1939, the daguerreotype was officially endorsed by the 
French Academy of Sciences. Seven months later on August 19, 1839. 
About World Photography Organisation: 
Founded: 2007 
Headquarters location: London, United Kingdom 
Key people: Scott Gray CEO 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Paytm and Samsung collaborate to deploy smart PoS devices across India 

 Paytm partnered with Samsung stores across India to facilitate smart payments as well as its loan 
service Paytm Postpaid through the deployment of point-of-sale devices. The partnership will 
enable consumers purchasing Samsung devices like laptops, smartphones, television, smart 
watches etc, from any authorised store in the country to pay through Paytm payment 
instruments, including UPI, wallet, buy now pay later scheme, debit cards and credit cards. 
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 Paytm through its postpaid or buy-now-pay-later service will provide a credit limit of up to Rs 
60,000 per month. It will also give customers an option to avail of personal loans of up to Rs 2 
lakh through financial institution partners of Paytm, according to the company statement. 

 Paytm claims to be the leader in offline payments, having deployed 4.1 million devices across the 
country as of July 2022. 
About Paytm: 
MD and CEO of: Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
Founded: August 2010 
Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Indias oil demand to rise by 7.7% in 2022, fastest growing in world: OPEC 

 India’s demand for petroleum products like petrol and diesel will grow by 7.73 per cent in 2022, 
the fastest pace in the world. India’s oil demand remained healthy at 0.7 millions barrels per day 
(million b/d), about 16 per cent y-o-y growth in June, after an annual growth of 0.8 million b/d in 
May. Oil demand in India is supported by the rising momentum in economic activities, as the 
economic reopening continued amid an easing of COVID-19 restrictions in India. Indian oil 
demand in June was supported by the reduction in excise duty on petrol and diesel by the 
Central Government, coupled with the delayed arrival of the monsoon season and has led to 
robust demand for fuels. 

 This will surpass neighbouring China’s 1.23 per cent rise in demand for these products, according 
to the grouping’s monthly Oil Market Report (OMR).  

 Russia (24 per cent), Iraq (21 per cent), and Saudi Arabia (15 per cent) were the top three 
sources of oil import for India. 

 The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 
Intergovernmental Organization, created at the Baghdad Conference held at Iraq in 1960 by Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. It initially had its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland 
which was then moved to Vienna, Austria in 1965.  
About Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC): 
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria 
Founded: September 1960, Baghdad, Iraq 
Founders: Juan Pablo Pérez Alfonzo, Abdullah Tariki 
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INTERNATIONAL 
India gifts aircraft to Sri Lanka, day before China ship docks 

 India on August 15 gifted a Dornier maritime reconnaissance aircraft to Sri Lanka which will 
enable the island nation to tackle multiple challenges like human and drug trafficking, smuggling 
and other organised forms of crime in its coastal waters more effectively. Sri Lankan President 
Ranil Wickremesinghe was present at the impressive handover ceremony which took place on a 
day when India celebrated its 76th Independence Day and a day before a high-tech Chinese 
missile and satellite tracking ship docks at the island nation’s strategic Hambantota port. 
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 Vice Chief of Indian Navy Vice Admiral S.N. Ghormade, who is on a two-day visit to the country, 
accompanied by Indian High Commissioner in Colombo Gopal Baglay, handed over the aircraft to 
the Sri Lanka Navy at the Sri Lanka Air Force base in Katunayake, adjoining the Colombo 
international airport. 
About Sri Lanka: 
President: Ranil Wickremesinghe   
Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
Prime Minister: Dinesh Gunawardena 
Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 

 
NATIONAL 

Arunachal Govt Launches Ambitious 'Medicine from the Sky' Project 

 ‘Medicine from the sky’ pilot project drone service launched by the Chief Minister of Arunachal 
Pradesh Pema Khandu. ‘Medicine from the sky’ is also a part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The first successful flight was conducted from Seppa 
to Chaoyang Tajo in the East Kameng district. This pilot project was a result of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision to introduce new technologies in the health care sector of India. 

 He also mentioned in the Bharat Drone Mahotsav, that India has the potential of becoming the 
world’s drone hub. This drone service or the first pilot project aims to provide medicine and 
essential services to people in need with the help of drones. This will also help to reach difficult 
terrains and areas. 

 Arunachal Pradesh is a Northeastern date of India and it has recognized the power of drones and 
used it uniquely. The introduction of the first piolet project ‘Medicine from the sky’ will help 
thousands of people. 
About Arunachal Pradesh: 
Capital: Itanagar (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu 
Governor: B. D. Mishra 

 
F-INSAS, Nipun among 'Made in India' defence systems handed over to Indian Army by Rajnath Singh  

 Defence Minister of India, Rajnath Singh handed over to the Indian Army the much-awaited 
Future Infantry Soldier as a System (F-INSAS) at the unveiling ceremony of various defence and 
strategic systems held in Delhi. The full gear of the F-INSAS includes an AK-203 assault rifle, 
which is a Russian-origin gas-operated, magazine-fed, select-fire assault rifle. 

 The units of the rifle, which has a range of 300 metres, will be manufactured by an India-Russia 
joint venture. 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conceptualised the F-INSAS 
project in the early 2000s in line with the targets of the Army’s Infantry Soldier Modernisation 
Programme to optimise the soldier’s performance across the full spectrum and duration of a 
military operation. 
About Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO): 
Headquarters: DRDO Bhavan, New Delhi 
Founded: 1958 
Jurisdiction: India 
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Aircraft designed: Avatar, DRDO Lakshya, DRDO Nishant 
 
PM Modi gives 5 pledges 'Panch Prans' to fulfil dreams of country in next 25 years 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to the nation from the Red Fort for the ninth time in a row 
on August 15, 2022. PM Modi, in his 88-minute speech, outlined his “Panch Pran Targets” (Five 
Resolves) to make India a developed country by the time it celebrates its 100th Independence 
Day in 25 years. Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed the Panch Pran Goal. 

 Cleanliness campaigns, vaccinations, electrical connections, the elimination of open defecation, 
and the usage of solar energy are all examples of established India standards according to the 
Panch Pran. 
PM Modi requested every individual to foloow Panch Pran.  

The Panch Pran are as follows: 
1. Advance with greater conviction and the determination of a developed India 
2. Get rid of any signs of slavery 
3. Take pride in India’s history. 
4. the power of unity 
5. duties of citizens, such as those of the PM and CMs. 
About Prime Minister's Office: 
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi, India 
Formed: 1947; 75 years ago (As Prime Minister's Secretariat); 1977; 45 years ago (As Prime 
Minister's Office) 
Officeholders: C. Sridhar (Joint secretary to the Government of India) 

 
SPORTS 

Ireland all-rounder Kevin O'Brien announces retirement from international cricket 

 Ireland’s all-rounder Kevin O’Brien has announced his retirement from international cricket after 
falling out of contention for this year’s T20 World Cup in Australia. O’Brien played three Tests, 
153 one-day internationals and 110 T20 internationals during a 16-year international career and 
had spells with a number of English county clubs and T20 franchise sides around the world. 

 The 38-year-old famously blasted the Irish to victory over England in a 2011 World Cup group 
match in India with a 50-ball century—still the tournament’s quickest. The Dubliner scored 9,048 
runs in total for Ireland, including the country’s first Test hundred, a second-innings knock of 118 
against Pakistan in 2018, and took 276 wickets. 
About Ireland: 
Capital: Dublin 
Currency: Euro 
President: Michael D. Higgins 
Prime Minister: Micheál Martin 

  
OBITURY 

Former BCCI joint secretary Amitabh Choudhary passed away at the age of 58 due to heart attack 

 Amitabh Chaudhary the former BCCI acting secretary and president of Jharkhand State Cricket 
Association (JSCA) has passed away. He served as acting secretary of the BCCI until 2019. He 
entered cricket administration in 2004 and served as the Jharkhand State Cricket Association 
(JSCA) president for over a decade. 
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 Choudhary was first appointed as team manager of the Indian team in 2005 on their tour of 
Zimbabwe, remembered for the acrimony between Sourav Ganguly and Greg Chappell. 

 Choudhary also served as BCCI’s joint-secretary from 2013 to 2015 during Anurag Thakur’s reign 
as BCCI president. 

 He was a retired senior IPS officer, who rose to the rank of IGP with the Jharkhand Police and 
was the chairman of the Jharkhand Public Service Commission. He played a crucial role in 
developing infrastructure for Jharkhand cricket. 
About BCCI: 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: December 1928 
President: Sourav Ganguly 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Centre appoints Rajkiran Rai as NaBFID managing director for nearly 5 years 

 The Centre and the board of the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development 
(NaBFID) has appointed Rajkiran Rai G as its managing director (MD) for the next five years. The 
board of NaBFID approved Rai’s appointment on July 30 based on clearance by the RBI, centre 
and the Development finance institutions (DFI) nomination and remuneration committee. He 
took charge as the DFI’s MD on August 8, and will hold the top post till May 18, 2027, according 
to details of the appointment. 

 Last year in October 2021, the Centre had appointed K V Kamath as chairperson of NaBFID. 
Subsequently, government nominees Pankaj Jain and Sumita Dawra were appointed directors to 
the board of DFI. The government has already infused Rs 20,000 crore into NaBFID to help the 
DFI start its operations to catalyse investment in the infrastructure sector. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Centre Approves Rs 50,000 Crore Under ECLGS To Hospitality Sector  

 The Union Cabinet approved the enhancement in the limit of the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) by Rs 50,000 crore to Rs 5 lakh crore, with the additional amount 
being earmarked exclusively for enterprises in hospitality and related sectors. ECLGS is a 
continuing scheme and the additional amount of Rs. 50,000 crore would be made applicable to 
enterprises in hospitality and related sectors till validity of the scheme in March 31 next year. 

 The enhancement is expected to provide much-needed relief to enterprises in these sectors by 
incentivizing lending institutions to provide additional credit of up to Rs 50,000 crore at low cost, 
enabling these business enterprises to meet their operational liabilities and continue their 
businesses. Loans of about Rs. 3.67 Lakh crore have been sanctioned under ECLGS till August 5. 

 
Now, contributions to NPS, Atal Pension Yojana can be remitted via UPI 

 Subscribers of National Pension System (NPS) and Atal Pension Yojana (APY) can now contribute 
to their accounts through Unified Payments Interface (UPI), the country’s instant real-time 
payment system. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has 
launched a UPI handle for depositing contributions through D-Remit for the benefit of 
subscribers. 
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 Currently, the contributions were carried out through net banking account by using 
IMPS/NEFT/RTGS. The PFRDA-administered two schemes NPS and APY are targeted towards 
organised and unorganised sector employees, respectively. Introduced in December 2003, it is 
mandatory for central government employees (except armed forces) who joined service from 
January 1, 2004, to subscribe to NPS. In May 2009, it was extended to private and unorganised 
sector on voluntary basis. 
About National Pension System: 
Founded: 2014; 8 years ago 
Founder: Government of India 
Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
Key people: Munish Malik (CEO) 
About PFRDA: 
Founded: 23 August 2003 
Sector: Pension 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Agency executive: Supratim Bandyopadhyay (Chairperson) 

 
SBI launches its first dedicated branch for start-ups in Bengaluru 

 The country’s largest lender, State Bank of India (SBI) has launched its first branch dedicated to 
start-ups in Koramangala, Bengaluru. SBI Chairman Dinesh Khara launched the branch in 
Koramangala near HSR Layout and Indiranagar which are the biggest start-up hubs in the city. 
After Bengaluru, the next branch will be opened in Gurgaon and the third one will be in 
Hyderabad. These branches would support the needs of the entire start-up ecosystem. 

 The branch will provide services ranging from the stage of formation of start-ups to Initial Public 
Offerings and Follow-on Public Offerings. 

 Apart from providing funding and regular banking service to start-ups, SBI will also support such 
players through associated services such as investment banking, treasury operations, advisory 
and other ancillary financial services through its subsidiaries. 
About Karnataka: 
Chief Minister: Basavaraj Bommai   
Governor: Thawar Chand Gehlot 
Capital: Bengaluru (Executive Branch) 
About State Bank of India (SBI): 
Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1 July 1955 
Parent organization: Government of India 
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William Ruto has won the Kenyan election 

 Kenyan Deputy President, William Ruto is now the country’s president-elect after he was 
declared the winner of the last presidential election over five-time contender Raila Odinga. 
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Before Wafula Chebukati, the chair of Kenya’s electoral commission could announce Ruto’s 
victory. Ruto received 50.49% of the vote, the chairman said, while Odinga received 48.85%.  

 Ruto, who has promised a break from the “dynasties” that have dominated Kenyan politics since 
independence, projected a conciliatory tone in his acceptance speech, urging unity. Kenya is a 
model of democracy in East Africa, a region where authoritarianism has been ascendant. These 
elections had been hailed as a step forward for Kenyan democracy because the campaign was 
marked by political maturity. Politicians focused on economic issues, instead of the tribal 
mobilization that has been a feature of every Kenyan election since independence. 
About Kenya: 
Capital: Nairobi 
Currency: Shilling 
Official languages: Swahili, English 

 
NATIONAL 

Defence Minster Unveils Statue Of Marwar Warrior Durgadas 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has unveiled the Statue of “Veer Durgadas Rathore” on his 385th 
birth anniversary in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur. The Raksha Mantri paid glowing tribute to Veer 
Durgadas Rathore on the occasion, terming him as the symbol of social harmony, honesty, 
bravery and devotion. He stated that people, irrespective of caste or religion, should take 
inspiration from Veer Durgadas Rathore, who strived for peace and harmony against divisive 
elements in society. 

 Veer Durgadas Rathore single-handedly preserved the rule of the Rathore dynasty over Marwar 
(Jodhpur) after the death of Maharaja Jaswant Singh in the 17th century. 

 Durgadas Rathore (13 August 1638 – 22 November 1718) was the Rathore Rajput General of the 
Kingdom of Marwar. He is credited with having preserved the rule of the Rathore dynasty over 
Marwar, India, following the death of Maharaja Jaswant Singh in the 17th century.In doing so he 
had to defy Aurangzeb, a Mughal emperor.  
About Rajasthan: 
Governor: Kalraj Mishra 
Capital: Jaipur (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Ashok Gehlot 

 
SPORTS 

Azlan Shah hockey tournament to return after two-year hiatus 

 Malaysia’s premier men’s hockey tournament, the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 2022 will be held from 
November 16 to 25 in Ipoh. The tournament is making a return after a two-year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. World No 1 Australia, fifth-ranked Germany, India, New Zealand, and 
Canada have been invited to the tournament. All matches will be played at the Azlan Shah 
Stadium in the city of Ipoh in Malaysia, which is the permanent venue of the Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup. 

 Last time the Azlan Shah tournament was held in 2019 which was won by South Korea beating 
India in the final, which was there 3rd title. Best player of the tournament was Surender Kumar. 
Most Azlan Shah tournament is won by Australia (10 times) then comes India with 5 titles. And 
Pakistan, South Korea with 3 titles each. 
About Malaysia: 
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King: Abdullah of Pahang   
Capital: Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur 
Currency: Malaysian ringgit 
Prime Minister: Ismail Sabri Yaakob  

 
Delhi HC appoints Committee of Administrators to take over affairs of IOA 

 The Indian Olympic Association has been directed by the Delhi High Court to set up a three-
member Committee of Administrators(CoA) to take over its affairs. According to PTI, the court 
took the decision after the IOA’s “persistent recalcitrance” to comply with the Sports Code. 

 A bench of Justices Manmohan and Najmi Waziri said the CoA to run IOA’s day-to-day affairs will 
comprise former Supreme Court judge Justice Anil R Dave, former Chief Election Commissioner 
Dr S.Y Quraishi, and former Secretary of Ministry of External Affairs Vikas Swarup. Additionally, 
Olympic gold medallist Abhinav Bindra, world championship medallist Anju Bobby George and 
Olympian Bombayla Devi will be the consultant sportspersons. Each member of the CoA will 
receive an honorarium of Rs 3 lakh per month while each of the consultant sportspersons will get 
Rs 1.5 lakh, the court said. 

 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

First 3D-Printed Human Cornea in India Developed by LVPEI, CCMB and IIT Hyderabad 

 Researchers in Hyderabad have successfully 3D-printed an artificial cornea (3D-printed Human 
Cornea) and placed it in a rabbit eye for the first time ever in India. A 3D-printed Human cornea 
made from human donor corneal tissue has been created by researchers from the L V Prasad Eye 
Institute (LVPEI), Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H), and the Centre for Cellular 
and Molecular Biology (CCMB). 

 The product (3D-printed Human Cornea) was created locally with support from the government 
and philanthropic organisations; it is entirely natural, free of synthetic ingredients, and safe for 
patients to use. 

 This hydrogel served as the foundation material for the 3D-printed Human Cornea. 

 The 3D-printed Human Cornea is biocompatible, natural, and free of animal byproducts because 
it is made of components derived from human corneal tissue. 

 Leading researchers from LVPEI, Dr. Sayan Basu and Dr. Vivek Singh, stated that 3D-printed 
human cornea might be a game-changing and revolutionary innovation in the treatment of 
conditions including Keratoconus and corneal scarring. 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Government reappoints four independent directors on RBI central board 

 Satish Kashinath Marathe, Swaminathan Gurumurthy, Revathy Iyer, and Sachin Chaturvedi have 
all been renominated by the national government to serve as part-time, non-official directors on 
the RBI’s central board or central board of the Reserve Bank of India. The RBI said on its website 
that Gurumurthy and Marathe have been renominated for another term of four years, until 
further instructions for RBI’s central board. 

 After the RBI’s central board current terms expire on September 18, 2022, Iyer and Chaturvedi 
have been renominated for another four years. 
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 Anand Mahindra, the chairman of the Mahindra & Mahindra group, Venu Srinivasan, Pankaj 
Patel, the chairman of Zydus Lifesciences, and Ravindra Dholakia, a former member of the 
Monetary Policy Committee, were nominated by the government in June to serve as part-time 
non-official directors on the RBI’s central board. 

  
Simon Stiell Appointed New UNFCCC Executive Secretary 

 UN Secretary-General António Guterres has appointed Simon Stiell as the new Executive 
Secretary of the United Nations Climate Change Secretariat based in Bonn, Germany. The 
appointment has been endorsed by the Bureau of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). 

 Simon Stiell served as a senior minister in the Government of Grenada holding the portfolios of 
Minister for Climate Resilience and the Environment for five years. 

 He also served as Minister for Education and Human Resource Development, Minister of State 
with responsibility for Human Resource Development and the Environment, and as a junior 
minister within the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment. 

 Stiell served as a member of Grenada’s Upper House of Parliament, the Senate, where he held 
the position of Leader of Government’s Business throughout this period. 
About UNFCCC: 
Signatories: 165 
Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Effective: 21 March 1994 
Signed: 4–14 June 1992; 20 June 1992 – 19 June 1993 
Drafted: 9 May 1992 
Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; New York, United States  

 
11 sworn in as Additional Judges at Punjab and Haryana High Court 

 The government of India has notified the appointments of another 11 High Court Judges in the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court. The appointments include the names Nidhi Gupta, Sanjay 
Vashisth, Tribhuvan Dahiya, Namit Kumar, Harkesh Manuja, Aman Chaudhary, Naresh Singh, 
Harsh Bunger, Jagmohan Bansal, Deepak Manchanda and Alok Jain. 

 The Punjab and Haryana High Court are currently functioning with just 46 judges against the 
sanctioned strength of 85 with around a dozen of the 46 judges set to retire in the next two 
years. With the appointment of new additional judges, the number of judges will rise to 57. On 
13th August 2022, the govt had appointed 26 High Court Judges in the High Courts of Allahabad, 
Andhra, Telangana, Gauhati, Orissa, and Himachal Pradesh. 

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

London home of Dadabhai Naoroji gets Blue Plaque honour 

 London home of Dadabhai Naoroji will get a ‘Blue Plaque’, an honour that is reserved for notable 
personalities who have lived and worked in London. Naoroji was the first Asian who was elected 
as a Member of Parliament in Britain. The Blue Plaque scheme, run by the English Heritage 
charity, honours the historic significance of particular buildings across London. Naoroji’s plaque 
was unveiled to coincide with the 75th-anniversary celebrations of Indian Independence. 
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 Naoroji often referred to as the “grand old man of India”, is reported to have moved to 
Washington House, 72 Anerley Park, Penge, Bromley, at a time when his thoughts were turning 
increasingly towards full independence for India in 1897. That red-brick home now has a plaque 
which reads: “Dadabhai Naoroji 1825-1917 Indian Nationalist and MP lived here”. 

 The Blue Plaque was erected at the homes of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Mahatma Gandhi, Sri 
Aurobindo, Jawaharlal Nehru, and BR Ambedkar among others. Gandhi’s house was 
commemorated with the Blue Plaque in 1986. India’s first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
home at 60 Elgin Crescent, Notting Hill received the Blue Plaque in 1989. 
About England: 
Queen: Queen Elizabeth  
Prime minister: Boris Johnson  
 Capital: London 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Karnataka Bank introduces new term deposit scheme 

 On the occasion of 75 years of Independence as Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Karnataka Bank has 
introduced a new Term Deposit Scheme, KBL Amrit Samriddhi under Abhyudaya Cash Certificate 
(ACC) and Fixed Deposit for a tenure of 75 weeks (525 days). The interest rate for this Deposit 
Scheme is 6.10% per annum. Karnataka Bank, portraying the rich patriotic tradition and values, 
has always been ready to meet the aspirations and dreams of its valued patrons. With the new 
product, KBL Amrit Samriddhi, Bank extends the benefit of the increase in the interest rates to 
our customers. 

 Currently, the bank offers a 5.50% interest rate on fixed deposits below ₹2 crores to the general 
public, while the rate is 5.65% for tenure above 2 years to 5 years, and the rate is 5.70% on 
maturity period for above 5 years and up to 10 years. The rate varies from 3.40% to 5% on short-
term tenures between 7 days to 364 days. These rates are the same for FDs from ₹2 crore to ₹50 
crores. 

 Meanwhile, the bank offers a 5.90% rate to senior citizens on deposits below ₹2 crore for a 
tenure of 1 year to 2 Years, while the rate is 6.05% and 6.20% on maturity period above 2 years 
to 5 years and above 5 years up to 10 years. 
About Karnataka Bank: 
Headquarters: Mangaluru 
CEO: Mahabaleshwara M. S 
Founded: 18 February 1924 

  

Current Affairs PDF- AUGUST 16, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
UK becomes world's first country to approve vaccine against both Omicron & original COVID strain 

 The UK on Monday became the world's first country to approve a COVID-19 vaccine for both the 
Omicron variant and the original coronavirus strain.The 'bivalent' vaccine has been made by US 
drugmaker Moderna. 
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 "An updated version of the COVID-19 vaccine made by Moderna that targets two coronavirus 
variants (known as a “bivalent” vaccine) has been approved for adult booster doses by the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) after it was found to meet the UK 
regulator’s standards of safety, quality and effectiveness," the UK government in a press release 
said. 

 The Medicine and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) said in a statement said it had 
approved the vaccine for adult booster doses "after it was found to meet the UK regulator's 
standards of safety, quality and effectiveness". 
About UK: 
Prime Minister: Boris Johnson   
Capital: London 
Currency: Pound sterling 

 
NATIONAL 

Operation Yatri Suraksha: RPF nabs 365 suspects, recovers stolen property worth Rs 1 crore in July 

 Indian Railway Protection Force (RPF), have launched a pan-India operation known as Operation 
Yatri Suraksha. Under this initiative, several steps are taken to provide round-the-clock security 
to passengers. To kickstart Operation Yatri Suraksha, the RPF launched a month-long pan-India 
drive against criminals who loot passengers in July 2022. During the drive, the RPF caught 365 
suspects who were handed over to the concerned GRPs for legal action. 

 As part of this initiative, several steps are being taken to provide foolproof security to passengers 
i.e., train escorting, visible presence on stations, surveillance through CCTV, surveillance on 
active criminals, collection of intelligence about the criminals and action thereupon, identifying 
black spots and crime-prone trains/sections and enhancing security thereat among others to 
formulate an actionable strategy to reduce crime against passengers. 
About Railway Protection Force (RPF): 
Minister of Railways: Ashwini Vaishnaw. 
Agency executive: Sanjay Chander, IPS, Director General, RPF 
Founded: 1959 
General nature: Federal law enforcement 

 
President Smt Droupadi Murmu approves President’s Tatrakshak Medal and Tatrakshak Medals to ICG 
Personnel on the eve of Independence Day 

 President Smt Droupadi Murmu, who is also the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, has 
approved President’s Tatrakshak Medal (PTM) and Tatrakshak Medal (TM) to the following 
Indian Coast Guard Personnel for their act of conspicuous gallantry, exceptional devotion to duty 
and distinguished/meritorious service on the eve of the Independence Day 2022. 
President’s Tatrakshak Medal (Distinguished Service) 

1. IG Shri Dinesh Rajaputhran, TM (0142-V) (Retd) 
2. Tatrakshak Medal (Gallantry) 
3. Commandant Kunal Chandrakant Naik (0637-V) 

Tatrakshak Medal (Meritorious Service) 
1. DIG Shri Prashant Kumar Sharma (0396-X) 
2. DIG Shri Pankaj Verma (0465-E) 
3. Shri Prakash, PSE (ER), 07246-T 



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

Happy Navroz 2022: 16th  

 Happy Navroz! The Parsi New Year is being celebrated on 16th August 2022, as per the 
Shehenshai calendar. Also known as 'Jamshedi Navroz', it is a joyous occasion for Parsis all over 
the world. The term 'Navroz' is the combination of the Persian words 'Nav' meaning new, and 
'Roz' meaning day. Thus, it signifies the first day of the new year and is also believed to be the 
day when Persian king Jamshed ascended the throne. A lavish feast is customary to the Parsi 
New Year, comprising many delightful dishes. We have collated a wonderful list of dishes that 
are a must-have on Navroz 2022. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

IRDAI organises hackathon, invites innovative solutions for insurance sector 

 Insurance regulator IRDAI has invited entities to develop technology-driven innovative solutions 
for automated death claim settlement, curtail miss-selling, and other areas of the insurance 
ecosystem, with an aim to protect the interest of policyholders. Applications have been invited 
by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) as part of its first 
hackathon -- Bima Manthan 2022 -- with the theme 'Innovation in Insurance'. 

 "The hackathon invites participants to identify and develop solutions that have the potential to 
make the insurance available to every individual in a seamless and swift manner with the use of 
technology and protecting the interests of the policyholders," the regulator said in a statement. 

 IRDAI has sought innovative ideas/solutions for automated death claim settlement using 
technology and tech-based solution to curtail miss-selling of insurance products 
About IRDAI: 
Founded: 1999 
Sector: Insurance 
Headquarters: Hyderabad 
Chairperson: Debasish Panda 
Key people: Debasish Panda, IAS (Chairperson) 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

1082 Police personnel awarded Police Medals this year 

 A total of one thousand 82 Police personnel have been awarded Police Medals on the occasion 
of Independence Day, 2022. 347 personnel were awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry, 87 with 
President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service and 648 personnel were awarded the Police 
Medal for Meritorious Service. 

 109 CRPF personnel and 108 Jammu and Kashmir Police personnel have been awarded Police 
Medal for Gallantry. 

 Seven personnel have been awarded President’s Correctional Service Medal for Distinguished 
Service and 38 personnel have been given the Correctional Service Medal for Meritorious 
Service. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Kotak Mahindra Bank launches lifestyle-focused corporate salary account 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank has launched a lifestyle-focused salary account named “Kotak Creme”. This 
account will offer an upgraded experience to its customers working in MNCs, retails, law firms, 
unicorns etc. The account will be available to all corporates in India and will also come with a 
host of privileges and rewards across lifestyle, travel, healthcare, dining, skilling and learning 
experiences. 

 Kotak Crème is being launched in Bengaluru owing to the city’s diverse hotbed of talent and 
corporates. Each salary account comes with preferential banking services, including a 
complimentary Zen Credit Card. The account holder can avail of complimentary airport lounge 
access and also gift Privy League privileges to their family members. Kotak Crème also offers 
subscriptions to top lifestyle brands offering Health & Wellness, Lifestyle, Entertainment, 
Knowledge/Learning & Fitness experiences. 

 It provides access to unlimited learning and entertainment powered by content and podcast 
platforms including Amazon Kindle and Disney Hotstar and health and fitness benefits led by 
special offers from Pharmeasy and Curefit. 
About Kotak Mahindra Bank: 
CEO: Uday Kotak; 
Headquarters: Mumbai; 
Founded: February 2003. 

 
India's wholesale inflation in July 2022 eases to 13.93 percent, lowest in 5 months 

 The wholesale price-based inflation (WPI) eased to a five-month low of 13.93 per cent in July 
2022 on easing prices of food articles and manufactured products. It was 11.57 per cent in July 
last year. 

 The WPI-based inflation softened for the second consecutive month in July, raising hopes of 
further decline in wholesale prices in the months to come. 

 The Wholesale Price Index-based inflation, after scaling a record high of 15.88 per cent in May, 
declined to 15.18 per cent in June. It was 13.43 per cent in February.  

 The WPI inflation continued its declining trend for the second month in July but remained in 
double-digits for the 16th consecutive month beginning April last year. 

 Inflation in food articles in July eased to 10.77 per cent from 14.39 per cent in June. 
 
India may become a $5 trillion economy by FY29 if GDP grows at 9% for 5 years 

 India may become a USD five trillion economy by 2028-29 only if the GDP grows at nine per cent 
per annum consistently for the next five years, former RBI Governor D Subbarao said on Monday.  

 Speaking at Federation of Telangana Chamber of Commerce and Industry on India @75- 
Marching Towards USD 5 Trillion Economy on the occasion of 75 years of Indian Independence, 
he said there are eight key challenges for India to overcome to achieve the dream of 5 trillion 
economy.  

 "India can become a 5 trillion economy as envisaged by Prime Minister Narendra Modi not 
before 2028-29. Also for this we need to clock an annual GDP growth of 9 per cent consistently 
for the next 5 years… I see eight key challenges for India to overcome to achieve the dream of 
USD five trillion economy," a press release from FTCCI quoted Subbarao as saying.  



 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

 
India to start supplying petrol with 20% ethanol from April 2023 

 India will start supplying petrol with 20 per cent ethanol at select petrol pumps from April next 
year and will ramp up supplies thereafter as it looks to cut oil import dependence and address 
environmental issues. Oil Minister Hardeep Puri said a fifth of petrol will be made up of ethanol 
by 2025.  

 "E20 petrol (petrol blended with 20 per cent ethanol) in some quantity will be available from 
April 2023 and the rest to be covered by 2025," he said. 
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NATIONAL 
India celebrated 76th Independence Day 

 This year India is celebrating 76th Independence Day on 15th August 2022 to mark the country’s 
freedom from nearly two centuries of British colonial rule. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
leading the celebrations from Red Fort in New Delhi and is addressing the nation from Red Fort 
in New Delhi. This is his ninth address as the prime minister. To celebrate the 75 years of 
Independence the Government of India has started an initiative called “Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav”. 

 On March 12, 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” 
to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of independence that started a 75-week countdown to 
our anniversary of independence. This means that India will celebrate its 76th Independence Day 
on August 15, 2022, and mark the end of its 75 years of freedom. 

 
INS Satpura to conduct 75-lap 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Run' at San Diego 

 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Satpura reached the San Diego Harbour North American Continent on 
13th August to celebrate the 75 years of Independence of India. The INS Satpura conducted a 75 
Lap Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav Run at the San Diego US Navy Base on the Independence Day of 
India. The ship hoisted the Indian Tricolour flag in the presence of the Indian diaspora and 
distinguished local dignitaries in the North American Continent on the historic occasion of 75 
years of Independence of India. 

 The arrival of INS Satpura to the San Diego US Navy Base is a historic event as it is the first time 
an Indian Naval Warship has reached the western coast of North America. This event 
demonstrates the capability and advancement of the Indian Navy after 75 years of 
Independence. 

 Indian Naval Warship, INS Satpura, and P81 LRMRASW aircraft participated in one of the largest 
multilateral naval exercises, The Rim of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC), at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii. 

 On June 27, INS Satpura reached Hawaii for the multilateral naval exercises whereas P81 aircraft 
arrived on 22 July 2022. 
About INS Satpura: 
Launched: 4 June 2004 
Construction started: 31 October 2002 
Builder: Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 
Propulsion: boost turbines in CODOG configuration 
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Motto: Nishchay, Garv, Sahas; (Determination, Pride, Bravery) 
 
Drinking water, millet mission among 16 big decisions taken by Odisha govt 

 In a bid to give a big push to the traditional foodgrains production like millets and ensure better 
income for farmers, particularly the tribals, the State Cabinet chaired by Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik on Friday approved a whopping 2,808.39 crore for six years from 2021-22 to 2026-27 for 
implementation of various programmes in the tribal areas. 

 As 2023 has been declared as the ‘International Year of Millet’ and the Centre has given greater 
importance to it in 2022-23 budget, this move will go a long way in the promotion of the 
traditional crop in the State. 

 The government had launched the Odisha Millets Mission in 2017 to revive and promote millets 
in farms and on plates. In the first phase of implementation in 2017-18, the programme was 
operational in 30 blocks across seven districts. In the second and third phases, the programme 
has been expanded to 84 blocks in 15 districts. 
About Odisha: 
Governor: Ganeshi Lal 
Capital: Bhubaneswar 
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik 

 
Assam govt to construct 1,000 model Anganwadi centres, plans 15,000 units by 2026 

 Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sunday remotely inaugurated nearly 1,000 Model 
Anganwadi Centres located across the state and said that he aims to have a total of 15,000 
Anganwadis in the state. 

 Addressing an event held at the RB Higher Secondary School playground under the Palasbari 
assembly constituency, the Chief Minister said, "These model Anganwadis would fulfill the hopes 
and aspirations of the parents from the remotest parts of the state. By 2026, he aims to have a 
total of 15,000 Anganwadis in the state." 

 "Anganwadis are centres where the physical and mental foundations of a child is built. It 
prepares the child for their journey towards the higher education system," the Chief Minister 
said. 
About Assam: 
Capital: Dispur 
Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma 
Governor: Prof Jagdish Mukhi  

 
SPORTS 

Durand Cup, oldest football tournament in Asia starts from August 16 

 The oldest football tournament in Asia, Durand Cup is scheduled to start from August 16, 
2022.The opening match will be played between FC Goa and Mohammedan SC at the 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata. 

 Durand Cup is one of the three major football tournaments in India, the other two being Indian 
Super League and Super Cup.This year the tournament is into its 131st edition which will feature 
20 teams.The teams have been divided into four groups of five teams each.Of the 20 teams, 11 
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teams will be the clubs that play Indian Super League, five teams will be from I-League and four 
teams from the Armed forces.Indian Oil is the title sponsor of the tournament. 

 For the first time in its history, the tournament is being held in multiple cities.West Bengal, 
Assam and Manipur are hosting the Durand Cup 2022.The matches will be played in Salt Lake 
Stadium (Kolkata, West Bengal), Naihati Stadium (Naihati, West Bengal), Kishore Bharati Stadium 
(Kolkata, West Bengal), Khuman Lampak Stadium (Imphal, Manipur) and Indira Gandhi Athletic 
Stadium (Guwahati, Assam). 
About Durand Cup: 
Current champions: Goa; (1st title) 
Founded: 1888; 134 years ago 
Most successful team(s): Mohun Bagan; East Bengal; (16 titles each) 
Number of teams: 20 

 
OBITURY 

Indian-American journalist, Fox News host Uma Pemmaraju dies at 64 

 An Indian American journalist, Uma Pemmaraju has passed away at the age of 64. She was a part 
of various shows such as The Fox Report, Fox News Live, Fox News Now, and Fox On Trends. She 
has been awarded many Emmy Awards in her career for investigative reporting and journalism. 

 Pemmaraju paved the way for Indian American journalists in the field of investigative reporting 
by receiving many Emmy Awards over the span of her career. The Big Sisters Organization of 
America awarded her The Woman of Achievement Award. She also won the Texas AP Award and 
the Matrix Award from the Women in Communications for reporting. She was also featured as 
one of Spotlight Magazine’s “20 Intriguing Women of 1998.”  
About United States: 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
President: Joe Biden 
Currency: United States Dollar 

 
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, veteran stock investor, dies in Mumbai aged 62 

 Veteran stock market investor, Rakesh Jhunjhunwala passed away at the age of 62. Often 
referred to as ‘India’s Warren Buffett’ and the Big Bull of Indian markets, Jhunjhunwala’s net 
worth was $5.8 billion. An investor with a Midas touch, Jhunjhunwala was the 48th richest man 
in the country. 

 He was Born on July 5, 1960 in a Rajasthani family, Jhunjhunwala grew up in Bombay, where his 
father worked as a commissioner of Income Tax. He graduated from Sydenham College and 
thereafter enrolled at the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India. 

 By September 2018, that capital had inflated to Rs 11,000 crore. His portfolio includes companies 
like Star Health, Titan, Rallis India, Escorts, Canara Bank, Indian Hotels Company, Agro Tech 
Foods, Nazara Technologies, Tata Motors. 

 
Anshu Jain, former Deutsche Bank CEO, dies aged 59 

 Anshu Jain, an Indian-born investment banker who rose to the role of co-CEO at Deutsche Bank, 
died last night after a long battle with cancer, his family announced in a statement Saturday. He 
was 59 years old. 
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 Jain, who most recently served as the president of Cantor Fitzgerald, earned an MBA at the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst and worked at several financial firms, including Merrill 
Lynch, before moving to Deutsche Bank. He served as co-CEO from 2012 to 2015. 

 Jain stepped down from his role at Deutsche before his contract ended after the bank was beset 
by a string of regulatory issues. 

 His other positions included a role as an advisor at fintech company SoFi from 2016 to 2017 and 
as a trustee of British charity Chance to Shine.  
About Deutsche Bank: 
Headquarters: Frankfurt, Germany 
CEO: Christian Sewing (8 Apr 2018–) 
Founded: 10 March 1870, Berlin, Germany 
CFO: James von Moltke 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

Sri Aurobindo’s 150th birth anniversary 

 As India celebrates the 75th anniversary of its Independence, the day also happens to be the 
150th birth anniversary of Sri Aurobindo, once a renowned revolutionary, who later became a 
spiritual master. His life and teachings remain relevant to our turbulent times, and there is much 
to learn from the vast philosophical and political writings he has left behind. 

 Aurobindo was born in 1872. He was only seven when his Anglophile father sent his three sons 
to England for their education — Aurobindo studied Classics Tripos at Cambridge. 

 As an indomitable intellectual and an ardent nationalist, he published articles in the Bombay-
based journal Indu Prakash attacking the extractive British and indolent Congressmen. 
Aurobindo’s pragmatic strategies to get rid of British rule marked him as “the Prophet of Indian 
Nationalism”. In 1893, a good 22 years before Gandhi, he had asked the elite Congressmen to 
cede the leadership of the independence struggle to the proletariat.  

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

SBI to offer 6.1% interest rate on this FD tenure for 75 days 

 The largest lender in the nation, State Bank of India (SBI) has introduced a unique term deposit 
programme called “Utsav Deposit Scheme”. This fixed deposit scheme has higher interest rates 
and is only available for a limited time. This programme is introduced on the occasion of the 
nation’s 76th year of Independence, celebrated as Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 

 SBI is offering an interest rate of 6.10% per annum on fixed deposits with a tenure of 1000 days. 
And senior citizens will be eligible to get an additional interest rate of 0.50% over and above the 
regular rate. 

 SBI increased interest rates on fixed deposits maturing in 180 to 210 days from 4.40% to 4.55%. 

 SBI increased interest rates from 5.30% to 5.45% for fixed deposits with maturities of one year to 
less than two years. 

 The interest rate on deposits maturing in 2 years to less than 3 years has increased to 5.50% 
from 5.35%, while the interest rate on deposits maturing in 3 years to less than 5 years has 
increased from 5.45% to 5.60%. 
About State Bank of India: 
Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
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Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 1 July 1955 

 
Defence forces, RBI and Prime Minister's Office most trusted institutions, says survey 

 Defence forces, RBI and Prime Minister of India are the three most trusted institutions in the 
country, according to a survey by Ipsos India. The Supreme Court of India came fourth and it was 
followed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

 Defence Forces with at least 2 in 3 (65 per cent of respondents) reposing faith in them was 
ranked first, followed by Reserve Bank of India with 1 in 2 (50 per cent). Prime Minister of India 
as an institution was at the third spot with 49 per cent citizens having trust in it, the survey said. 
Smack in the middle was the Parliament (33 per cent) ranked 7th, ranked 8th was the media (32 
per cent) and placed 9th was the Election Commission of India (31 per cent), it said. 

 The institutions at the bottom of the heap were politicians (16 per cent), political parties (17 per 
cent), community leaders (19 per cent) and religious leaders (21 per cent), it said, adding, these 
institutions have least credibility according to the opinions of the citizens across the cities and 
target groups polled. 
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
Founder: British Raj 
Jurisdiction: India 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
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NATIONAL 
Arunachal Pradesh’s Hollongi greenfield airport named 'Donyi Polo', ops to begin from August 15 

 The third airport in Arunachal Pradesh, which is now under construction in Itanagar, the state 
capital, has been given the name “Donyi Polo Airport” by the Arunachal Pradesh administration. 
According to a representative of the Chief Minister’s Office, the state cabinet adopted “Donyi 
Polo Airport” as the name of the airport at its meeting. Pema Khandu, the chief minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh, presided over the gathering. 

 The name of the only airport in the capital city, according to the official, would represent the 
long-standing customs and rich cultural legacy of the tribally dominant state and would also 
reflect the long-standing indigenous respect for the Sun (Donyi) and the Moon (Polo) among the 
populace. The Airport Authority of India has undertaken a Rs 650 crore project to develop the 
airport to boost air connectivity in the mountainous areas. 
About Arunachal Pradesh: 
Capital: Itanagar (Executive Branch) 
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu 
Governor: B. D. Mishra  
Official Animal: Gayal 
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Golden Joint Of World's Highest Railway Bridge Inaugurated In Jammu And Kashmir 

 The golden joint of the world’s highest railway bridge over River Chenab was inaugurated. For 
the first time ever since independence, Srinagar will be linked to the rest of India after the 
overarch deck on the world’s highest single-arch railway bridge over River Chenab. The bridge 
will be 35 meters higher than the Eiffel Tower. 

 Chenab Bridge was a famous bridge with intricate engineering that had to overcome several 
challenges. The geology, the harsh terrain, and the hostile environment were just a few of the 
challenges that the engineers and railway officials had to overcome to get to this point. 

 Afcons is building 16 additional railway bridges for Konkan Railway Corporation Limited (KRCL) in 
the dangerous terrain of Jammu and Kashmir in addition to the Chenab Bridge. All the bridges 
are part of the Udhampur Srinagar Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project. 
About Jammu and Kashmir: 
Union territory: 31 October 2019 
Capital: Srinagar (May–October) ,Jammu (Nov-April) 
Lieutenant Governor: Manoj Sinha 

 
India observes Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 2022: 14th August  

 In his last year’s Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared August 14 to 
be observed as “Partition Horrors Remembrance Day” to remind the nation of the sufferings and 
sacrifices of Indians during the partition in 1947. The day, which coincides with Pakistan’s 
Independence day, will be observed in memory of the “struggles and sacrifices of our people”. 

 Meanwhile, India is all set to celebrate 75 years of Independence with preparations in full swing. 
A large number of ASI monuments across the country have been lit up in tri-colour theme, and 
citizens and political parties across the country have kicked off ‘tiranga’ rallies under the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign. Earlier this week, Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla inaugurated an exhibition 
on the ‘Horrors of Partition’ at the Parliament Library Building. 

 
Kolkata to host 23rd edition of India International Seafood Show in February 2023 

 Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) in association with the Seafood 
Exporters’ Association of India (SEAI) will hold the 23rd edition of India International Seafood 
Show (IISS) in Kolkata, the City of Joy from February 15 to 7 next year. 

 During 2021-22, India exported 13,69,264 tonnes of marine products worth US$ 7.76 billion, 
registering an all-time high export by value, while production of shrimp crossed one million MT. 
With a multipronged strategy, addressing capture fisheries and aquaculture, the export turnover 
is likely to achieve US$ 15 billion in next five years. Sustainable fishing methods, value addition 
and increased aquaculture production through diversification are expected to support the 
ambitious target set for export. 
About West Bengal: 
Capital: Kolkata 
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee 
Governor: Shri La. Ganesan 
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SPORTS 
FIFA Suspends All India Football Federation Due To "Undue Influence From Third Parties"  

 The Bureau of the FIFA Council has unanimously decided to suspend the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) with immediate effect due to undue influence from third parties, which 
constitutes a serious violation of the FIFA Statutes. The suspension will be lifted once an order to 
set up a committee of administrators to assume the powers of the AIFF Executive Committee has 
been repealed and the AIFF administration regains full control of the AIFFs. 

 The suspension means that the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022™, scheduled to take place in 
India on 11-30 October 2022, cannot currently be held in India as planned. 

 FIFA is assessing the next steps with regard to the tournament and will refer the matter to the 
Bureau of the Council if and when necessary. 

 FIFA is in constant constructive contact with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in India and 
is hopeful that a positive outcome to the case may still be achieved. 
About All India Football Federation (AIFF): 
President: Gianni Infantino 
Founded: 21 May 1904 
Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

New NATGRID CEO appointed amid additional secretary-level postings at Centre 

 IAS officer of the Nagaland cadre, Piyush Goyal has been appointed by the Central Government 
as the new CEO of NATGRID (National Intelligence Grid). Along with this, the Central Government 
has also issued an order to post 26 other officers on the post of Additional Secretary. Piyush 
Goyal is currently serving as Additional Secretary in the Union Home Ministry. 

 The post of its CEO was vacant since June when its then chief IPS officer Ashish Gupta was 
appointed as additional director general of the Border Security Force (BSF). Chandrakar Bharti, a 
1996 batch IAS officer of the Union Territory cadre, has been appointed in place of Piyush Goyal. 
Presently he is Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Defence. 
About NATGRID: 
Formed: 2009 
Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
Agency executive: Ashish Gupta, IPS, Chief Executive Officer 
Elected officer responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs  

  
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

IFFM Awards Night - Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2022 

 The 13th edition of the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 2022 began on August 12 and 
will conclude on August 30. The event, held annually in Australia, celebrates the Indian film 
industry by screening some of the most prominent and acclaimed films, TV shows, and web 
series from the country. One of the highlights of the festival is the awards night, where select 
awards are given to the best performers from Indian cinema and the OTT scene from the 
previous year. 

 The event hosted by Rithvik Dhanjiani, the event saw big wins for Kabir Khan’s sports drama 83 
and its star Ranveer Singh, as well as the Prime Video web series Mumbai Diaries 26 and the film 
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Jalsa. The two films that had the most nominations: Jai Bhim and Gangubai Kathiawadi–failed to 
win a single award. 

 
President approves 107 Gallantry awards to Armed Forces and CAPF personnel on Independence Day 

 President of India, Droupadi Murmu has approved 107 Gallantry awards to Armed Forces and 
Central Armed Police Forces personnel on the occasion of Independence Day 2022. The awards 
include three Kirti Chakra, 13 Shaurya Chakras, two bar to Sena Medals (gallantry), 81 Sena 
Medals (gallantry), one Nao Sena Medal (gallantry) and seven Vayu Sena Medals (gallantry). 

 The president has also approved 40 mention-in-despatches to the Indian Army, one to Indian Air 
Force (IAF) personnel and another to the army dog, ‘Axel’ (posthumously), for their significant 
contributions in different military operations which include Operation Rakshak, Operation Snow 
Leopard, Operation Rhino, Operation Orchid, Operation Falcon, Operation Hifazat and Operation 
Trikut (Deoghar). 
About CAPF: 
Agency executive: IPS Officers and Central Police Service Officers 
Federal agency: IN 
General nature: Federal law enforcement 
Governing body: Ministry of Home Affairs 

 
  
 


