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NATIONAL 
Maharashtra became India’s 1st state to develop Migration Tracking System app for 
portability of ICDS scheme 

 Maharashtra became the first state in India to develop a website -based Migration 
Tracking System (MTS) application to track the movement of migrant workers 
through individual unique identity numbers. The MTS project aims to ensure the 
continuity of Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) for migrant beneficiaries, 
such as children under the age of 18, lactating mothers, and pregnant women who 
are registered with Anganwadi centres. 

 Migration workers will be tracked to ensure the portability of the ICDS for their 
families in their destination districts within or outside the state until their return to 
their native places. ICDS is a centrally sponsored scheme implemented by the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development. It was launched in 1975 . 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Shivalik Small Finance Bank appoints Anshul Swami as Managing Director and CE O 
 Anshul Swami has been named managing director and chief executive officer of 

Shivalik Small Finance Bank. Swami’s nomination has already been accepted by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Swami succeeds Suveer Kumar Gupta, who co -founded 
the bank and guided it through its transformation from an urban co -operative to a 
local finance institution. According to insiders, Gupta will now serve as an adviser to 
the Board of Directors. 

 Swami has worked in a variety of client and geographic sectors for over 20 years. He 
has experience in a variety of consumer categories, including retail, SMB, 
microfinance, and agriculture. 

 Swami worked for RBL Bank as Head – Retail & Inclusion, Products before joining 
Shivalik SFB. He’s previously worked at Barclays, Citi Financial, and Britannia . 

 
Indifi Technologies appoints former SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar as adviso r 

 Online lending platform, Indifi Technologies has appointed former chairma n of SBI, 
Rajnish Kumar as an advisor. Presently, he sits on the boards of HSBC Asia Pacific, 
L&T Infotech, Hero MotoCorp and BharatPe. As an advisor, he will engage with the 
management on the company’s growth strategy and provide guidance in the financial  
services sector. In this capacity, Kumar will engage with the management on the 
company’s growth strategy and provide guidance in the financial services sector . 

 In his earlier assignments, he has also served as the Managing Director of National 
Banking Group and as the Managing Director of Compliance and Risk at SBI. He was 
previously appointed as a non-executive director at HSBC’s Hong Kong-
headquartered Asia unit; Baring has also served as Senior Advisor to Private Equity 
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Asia, and as an Advisor to Kotak Investment Advisors. He recently joined the 
International Strategic Advisory Board of Dun & Bradstreet, a global provider of 
business decision data and analytics . 

  
IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Jazz Day 2022: 30th April 
 International Jazz Day is celebrated every year around the world on 30 April. This 

day is observed to promote Jazz and raise awareness about its significance. 
According to United Nations, Jazz is recogniSed for promoting peace, dialogue among 
cultures, diversity, and respect for human rights  and human dignity, eradicating 
discrimination, promoting freedom of expression, fostering gender equality, and 
reinforcing the role of youth for social change . 

 The theme for International Jazz Day 2022 is ‘A Call for Global Peace and Unity’. It 
focuses on the importance of unity and peace through dialogue and diplomacy . 

 
World Veterinary Day 2022: Last Saturday of Apri l 

 World Veterinary Day is observed on the last Saturday of April every year. This year 
it falls on 30th April 2022. World Veterinary Associat ion was established with an 
objective to provide global leadership for the veterinary profession and promote 
animal health and welfare and public health through advocacy, education, and 
partnership. 

 The theme for World Veterinary Day 2022 is “Strengthening  Veterinary Resilience”. 
This essentially means providing veterinary doctors with all kinds of help, and 
resources they require in their journey. 

 The main objective of the World Veterinary Association is to promote animal health 
& welfare and eradicate issues related to animal safety and the environment. 
Veterinarians play the role of advocates for animal health and welfare. Every year, 
World veterinary day is celebrated to praise the veterinarians for their work . 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Google aims to bring benefits of digital economy to Telangana youth, wome n 
 Google signed a MoU with the Telangana government to bring the benefits of the 

digital economy to the state’s young and women entrepreneurs, and officially off the 
construction of its three million square foot headquarters in the city from the 
ground up. 

 Telangana IT and Industries Minister K T Rama Rao was present when the MoU was 
signed. 

 For decades to come, a 3 million sq ft energy-efficient campus designed with 
sustainability will be a hallmark for Hyderabad. 

 Throughout its design, the three million square foot structure prioritises 
sustainability and energy efficiency. 

 Google will work with the government through its various arms to provide 
scholarships for Google Career Certificates to Telangana’s youth, support women 
entrepreneurs through digital, business, and financial skills training, and support the 
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government’s efforts to modernise schools with digital teaching and learning tools 
and solutions under the new initiative. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Ardeshir B K Dubash conferred highest diplomatic award by the Government of Per u 
 The former Honorary Consul of Peru in Mumbai, Ardeshir B.K. Dubash has received 

the Order of “Merit in the Diplomatic Service of Peru Jose Gregorio Paz Solda n” by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru. Ambassador of Peru in India, H.E. Carlos R. 
Polo has conferred the award to him. Dubash was designated as Honorary Consul of 
Peru in 1973. The Order of Merit was instituted in 2004, named after José Gregorio 
Paz Soldán. 

 Dubash was designated as Honorary Consul of Peru on August 13th, 1973. His career 
as Honorary Consul, which spans almost half a century, has seen 14 Presidents of 
Peru and 15 Ambassadors of Peru to India . 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

World Bank Approves $47 Million Loan For Indian Govt's ‘Mission Karmayogi' Program For 
Civil Services 

 The World Bank has approved a USD 47 million projects to support the Government 
of India’s Mission Karmayogi, a national program to build civil service capacity. 
There are nearly 18 million civil servants employed across India, with approximately 
two-thirds at the state government and local authority levels . 

 The Bank’s financing aims to support the Government’s objectives of enhancing the 
functional and behavioural competencies of approximately four million civil servants. 
It will focus on three components: the development and implementation of 
competency frameworks; the development of an integrated learning platform; and 
program monitoring, evaluation, and management . 

 
BoB launches new feature for seniors on mobile banking platfor m 

 Bank of Baroda has launched “bob World Gold”, a new feature on its bob World 
mobile banking platform for seniors and the elderly. It is a unique digital banking 
platform that has been designed to provide its senior customers with a simple, 
smooth and secure mobile banking experience. This platform has easy navigation, 
large fonts, sufficient spacing and clear menus . 

 The idea behind bob World Gold was to look at every element from the lens of this 
demographic and understand their specific requirements from a digital banking 
platform. 

 
Tata group to merge Air Asia with Air India, seeks Competition Commission of India's 
approval 

 The Tata Group has been attempting to improve Air India’s performance since it s 
takeover in January 2022. That includes its on-time performance. The Tata’s most 
recent job is to consolidate their aviation operations. The Competition Commission 
of India (CCI) has already been notified of Air India’s intention to merge with AirAsia 
India. 
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 In December 2020, Tata increased its stake in AirAsia India to 67 percent . 
 AirAsia India, which began operating in June 2014, provides scheduled passenger, 

cargo, and charter flight services throughout the country . 
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NATIONAL 
Jamtara becomes country's first district with library in every villag e 

 Jamtara in Jharkhand has become the only district in the country where all gram 
panchayats have community libraries. This district with a population of about eight 
lakh has a total of 118-gram panchayats under six blocks and each panchayat has a 
well-equipped library that is open for students from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Career 
counselling sessions and motivational classes are also held free of cost here. 
Sometimes, IAS and IPS officers also visit these libraries to guide students. Everyone 
is welcome to visit these innovative sites. 

 Gradually, libraries were set up in panchayats such as Chandradeep, Panjaniya, 
Menjhia, Gopalpur, Shaharpura, Champapur, and Jhilua. The villagers elected a 
President, Treasurer, and Librarian from amongst themselves, to run these libr aries. 

 
J&K: Samba becomes first district in India to cover 100% households under ABPMJAY - 
SEHAT scheme 

 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the Samba district of the Jammu 
division has become the first district in India to cover 100% of households under the 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (ABPMJAY) - SEHAT scheme. The 
district achieved this milestone after the conclusion of a special registration drive 
organized by the State Health Agency (SHA) from April 11 to April 21 in all BDO 
offices across the district which was aimed to cover all families under the ABPMJAY 
SEHAT scheme in the district . 

 The Samba district has a total of 62,641 families with 3,04,510 people eligible for 
ABPM-JAY SEHAT golden cards. However, 100% family coverage f or the Ayushman 
Bharat Golden card in the district is a major achievement for the UT Government. 
This ambitious health insurance scheme enables all the residents of J&K including 
employees and pensioners as well as their families to avail of cashless quali ty 
healthcare services across public and empanelled private hospitals across India . 

 
Agra to get country's first vacuum-based sewer system 

 Agra, Uttar Pradesh has become the first city in the country to have vacuum -based 
sewer systems. These vacuums would be used in public places. Agra Smart City 
officials told the media that the municipal corporation has linked 240 such houses 
near the Taj Mahal with vacuum-based sewers, where conventional sewer systems 
could not be used. 

 The estimated cost for the work of sewer connection is Rs 100 crore. Presently, this 
technology is being used in low-lying areas. The Maintenance and complete care will 
be done by the Netherlands company for up to five years. A vacuum sewer network 
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of 240 houses has been constructed at Rs 5  crore. All the chambers are equipped 
with geographic information system (GIS) based sensors, which will help pinpoint the 
area of the chamber and the problem. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Generali Asia appoints Bruce de Broize as MD and CEO of Future Gener ali India Life 
Insurance 

 Generali Asia has appointed Bruce de Broize as MD and CEO of Future Generali India 
Life Insurance (FGILI). He takes over from Miranjit Mukherjee who served as interim 
CEO since September 2021. He was the Regional Head of Distributi on for Generali 
Asia based in Hong Kong for over five years. In March, Generali has become the 
majority shareholder of the Indian life insurance joint venture after getting all 
regulatory approvals. 

 Broize has a career spanning over 34 years of life and P& C insurance experience. He 
has also held a range of senior leadership roles to drive strategic initiatives across 
Asia. Prior to this, Broize was the regional head of distribution for Generali Asia 
based in Hong Kong where he oversaw life, health and p&c d istribution for Generali’s 
operations across China, Hong Kong, Thailand, Indonesia, India, Vietnam, Malaysia 
and the Philippines. 

 
Former Union minister Vijay Sampla appointed as the chairperson  of NCSC 

 BJP leader and former Union minister Vijay Sampla has been appointed as the 
chairperson of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) for a second 
time. Sampla had resigned as the NCSC chairman ahead of the Punjab elections and 
had contested the polls. The official order for his appointment was issue d by 
President Ram Nath Kovind. 

 Sampla, a prominent Dalit politician from Punjab, began his political career in 1998 
as the sarpanch of Sofipind village in Jalandhar Cantonment. He has also served in 
the Punjab government. He was the chairman of the Punjab  Khadi Board from 2008 
to 2012 and the chairman of the Punjab State Forest Development Corporation in 
2014. He was then elected to the Lok Sabha from Hoshiarpur and became a Union 
minister in 2015. 

 
TCS’ Krishnan Ramanujam assumes the role of Chairperson of  NASSCOM for 2022-23 

 The National Association of Software and Services Companies (Nasscom) announced 
that Krishnan Ramanujam, President, Enterprise Growth Group at Tata Consultancy 
Services, has been appointed as its Chairperson for 2022 -23. Ramanujam succeeds 
Rekha M. Menon, Chairperson and Senior Managing Director of Accenture in India, in 
this role. 

 Nasscom also announced the appointment of Anant Maheshwari, President, 
Microsoft India, as its Vice-Chairperson for 2022-23. Maheshwari will succeed 
Ramanujam in this role. 

 The new Nasscom leadership, along with President Debjani Ghosh, will lead the 
industry body to carry out its diverse array of priorities to achieve the 2025 vision 
for the industry. In line with the changing industry landscape, the key priorities will 
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be to re-align and re-calibrate the course of the technology industry to maximise 
growth from technology potential to technology impact, reimagine India as the 
preferred hub for digital talent, innovation and impact at scale, and shape the next 
frontiers of digital next to catalyse future-readiness for the techade. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

L&T collaborates with IIT Bombay to develop Green Hydrogen Technolog y 
 Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has signed an agreement with the Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT) Bombay to jointly pursue research and development work in the 
Green Hydrogen value chain. Under the agreement, both the institutions would 
contribute to the development of the Green Hydrogen industry in India while 
developing technology in this field. Hydrogen when produced throu gh the 
electrolysis process using renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogenwhich has 
no carbon footprint. 

 The Central Government in February 2022 notified the Green Hydrogen policy aimed 
at boosting the production of Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia to h elp the 
nation become a global hub for the environmentally friendly version of the molecule. 
For countries like India, with its ever-increasing oil and gas import bill, Green 
Hydrogen will help provide crucial energy security by reducing the overall 
dependence on imported fossil fuels. It should be noted that India has its own 
ambitious target of becoming net-zero by 2070. 

 
Estonia hosts the world’s largest cyber exercise 

 The Tallinn, Estonia NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence, 
abbreviated as CCDCOE, is organising the Locked Shields 2022, the largest and most 
complex annual international live-fire cyber defence exercise in the world. This 
year’s exercise has particular importance as it takes place amid the rising threat of 
cyber-attacks since the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

 Cyber experts practise the protection of national civilian and military IT systems and 
critical infrastructure in a large-scale cyber-attack. It is conducted under conditions 
of intense pressure, with teams countering a series of sophisticated cyberattacks. 

 The exercise provides an opportunity to practice cooperation in a crisis situation 
between both civilian and military units, as well as public and private sectors, as in 
the event of a large-scale cyber-attack these tactical and strategic decision-makers 
must work together. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Deepika Padukone makes it to Cannes Film Festival Jur y 
 Deepika Padukone will grace the Cannes Film Festival as a member of the jury, this 

year. The actress-producer has attended the prestigious film festival several times in 
the past, in the capacity of an ambassador of the beauty brand L’Oreal. The jury for 
the 75th edition of the film festival is headed by French actor Vincent Lindon, who 
won Best Actor at Cannes in 2015. 
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 With her induction into the Cannes jury, Deepika Padukone has become a part of a 
select group of Indian stalwarts who served in the same role in the past, including 
Sharmila Tagore, Nandita Das, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, and Vidya Balan . 

  
RANKING 

SIPRI’s report 2021″: India ranked 3rd 
 According to the Sweden-based think-tank Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI) report, titled “Trends in World Military Expenditure Report 2021”, 
India’s military expenditure is the third highest in the world behind the US and 
China. Military spending in India is amounting to $76.6 billion in 2021 which grew by 
0.9% from 2020. Russia has also increased its military expenditure for the third 
consecutive year. 

 The report’s data is based upon the updated SIPRI Military E xpenditure Database, 
which provides military spending data by country for the years 1949 –2021. The five 
largest spenders in 2021 were the US, China, India, the UK (United Kingdom) and 
Russia, together accounting for 62% of expenditure . 
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SPORTS 
Asian Wrestling Championships 2022: India finished with 17 medals(one gold, five silver 
& 11 bronze) 

 The 30-member Indian contingent participated at the 35th Edition of Asian Wrestling 
Championships 2022 held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Indian wrestlers secured a total 
of 17 medals, that includes (1-Gold, 5-Silver, and 11-Bronze medals). Gold Medalist: 
Ravi Kumar Dahiyais the only Gold medalist representing India, in the men’s 57kg 
freestyle category, beating Kazakhstan’s Rakhat Kalzhan on technical superiority . 

 Ravi Kumar became the first Indian to win 3 Gold medals in Asian Wrestling 
Championships which includes 2020 in New Delhi, India, 2021 in Almaty, Kazakhstan 
and 2022 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia respectively . 

 
 OBITUARY 

Eminent biologist Prof M Vijayan passes away at 80 
 Eminent structural biologist M. Vijayan, DAE Homi Bhabha Professor at the Indian 

Institute of Science (IISc), passed away in Bengaluru. Vijayan, who was instrumental 
in the development of macromolecular crystallography in India, was 80 . 

 Born in Cherpu, Thrissur, in 1941, Prof. Vijayan graduated from the Kerala Varma 
College, and continued his studies at Allahabad University, before pursuing his PhD 
in X-ray Crystallography from IISc, Bangalore. A recipient of the Padma Shri and 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize, Prof. Vijayan was the president of the Indian 
National Science Academy from 2007 to 2010. 
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Former Indian women's hockey team captain Elvera Britto dies aged 8 1 
 Former Indian women’s hockey team captain, Elvera Britto has passed away at 81 

due to old-age-related problems. He led Karnataka’s domestic team to win seven 
national titles. She ruled the domestic circuit from 1960 to 1967. She also 
represented India against Japan, Sri Lanka, and Australia. She is the second women 
hockey player to be conferred with the Arjuna Award (1965) after Anne Lumsden . 

 
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

N Chandrasekaran Appointed as Tata Digital Chairman 
 Tata Sons executive chairman N Chandrasekaran has formally taken charge as 

chairman of Tata Digital. At present, Tata’s digital strategy is being spearheaded by 
its CEO Pratik Pal along with Mukesh Bansal, founder of Cultfit. Chandrasekaran’s 
formal appointment is of significance considering its future plans of raising funds 
from external investors. 

 For Chandrasekaran, who was reappointed as the chairman of Tata Sons for another 
five years in February, Tata Digital has been his brainchild since he took charge as 
Tata Sons chairman. He has been closely involved in its growth plans from the 
beginning as the Mumbai-based conglomerate eyes to make a dent in the Indian 
eCommerce universe. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Stationery Day 2022: 27th April 
 World Stationery day is celebrated every year on the last Wednesday of April. This 

year World Stationery Day 2022 is observed on the 27th of April. The day is 
celebrated to mark the importance of stationery and writing on paper than using 
computers. It is celebrated around the world by enthusiasts to protect and 
encourage the use of Stationery. 

 World Stationery Day is celebrated every year since 2012 to honour the 800th 
anniversary of the creation of the Magna Carta which is one of the most  important 
written documents in British history. It stands as an excellent example to show the 
longevity of handwritten documents. Magna Carta was created in 1215. This day was 
designed to encourage the art of writing all around the world. Writing is a 
fundamental aspect of communication that deserves to maintain an active presence 
in people’s lives around the world. Celebrating World Stationery Day will preserve a 
special artform while helping participants grow closer with loved ones . 

 
World Day for Safety and Health at Work 2022: 28th April 

 The annual World Day for Safety and Health at Work on 28 April promotes the 
prevention of occupational accidents and diseases globally. The World Day for Safety 
and Health at Work 2022 focuses on enhancing social dialogu e towards a culture of 
safety and health. 

 World Day for Safety and Health at Work represents the awareness and promotion of 
ways that help prevent occupational diseases and accidents worldwide. It represents 
the development and maintenance of a robust Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) 
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management system. And ever since the pandemic, the OSH management system has 
gained more importance than it had before . 

 This year’s theme of the World Day for Safety and Health at Work is ” Participation 
And Social Dialogue In Creating A Positive Safety And Health Culture ” 

 
 International Girls in ICT Day 2022: 28th April 

 International Girls in ICT Day is marked annually on the fourth Thursday in April. This 
year International Girls in ICT Day is observed on 28th April 2022. International Girls 
in ICT Day aims to inspire a global movement to increase the representation of g irls 
and women in technology. Today, let’s recommit to the goal of equal access for 
young women and girls to opportunities in science, technology, engineering and 
math. 

 International Girls in ICT Day is a global movement encouraging girls and young 
women to pursue science, technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM) education, 
inspiring STEAM careers, including career pathways, career attainment and 
advancement and engaging the community and promoting collaboration through 
partnerships. This year’s theme is access and safety. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Netflix & Modi govt collaborate for video series on ‘women change -makers’ 
 Netflix India, in collaboration with the Information & Broadcasting Ministry, has 

released a series of short video series under an initiative called ‘Azadi Ki Amrit 
Kahaniya’, highlighting the role of women achievers. As part of a broader 
partnership, the global OTT platform will also conduct workshops and masterclasses 
for the skill development of Indian filmmakers . 

 Netflix and ministry will partner to develop a creative ecosystem by organizing 
training programs for post-production, VFX, animation, and music production among 
others and will be organized on the ground and virtually . 

 The Minister lauded the remarkable achievements of the three wom en on the dais 
and said their stories will inspire people across the country. He also expressed hope 
that after this collaboration filmmakers from across the world will come to India to 
make films and documentaries for not just the Indian audience but to s howcase it to 
the entire world. 

 The Minister stated that the partnership between the Ministry and Netflix was only a 
beginning and will not be limited to Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav . 

 
BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book ‘Chinese Spies: From Chairman Mao to Xi Jinping’ authored by French journalist 
Roger Faligot 

 HarperCollins India has published a new book titled “Chinese Spies: From Chairman 
Mao to Xi Jinping” authored by French journalist Roger Faligot and translate d by 
writer, editor and translator, Natasha Lehrer. The foreword of the book is written by 
Vikram Sood, the former head of the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), India’s 
foreign intelligence agency. The book ‘Chinese Spies’ was originally published in 
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French in 2008 and later translated into English from the updated 4th edition by 
Natasha Lehrer. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Reliance m-cap hits Rs 19 lakh crore as stock surges to all -time high 
 Reliance Industries Limited has become the first Indian company to hit t he Rs 19 lakh 

crore market valuation mark in intra-day trade. The market heavyweight stock 
jumped 1.85 per cent to its record high of Rs 2,827.10 during the day on the BSE. It 
finally settled flat at Rs 2,777.90, up 0.08 per cent . 

 In March this year, the company’s market valuation had gone past Rs 18 lakh crore. 
Last year on October 13, the company’s market valuation went past Rs 17 lakh crore 
mark. Following the gain in the share price, the company’s market valuation jumped 
to Rs 19,12,814 crore in morning trade on the BSE. At the close of trade, the market 
valuation was at Rs 18,79,237.38 crore. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Robert Golob elected as the new Prime Minister of Slovenia  

 Robert Golob has defeated three-time prime minister Janez Janša in the Slovenia 
Prime Minister election. State election authorities have confirmed that the Freedom 
Movement won nearly 34% of the votes as compared to around 24% for the 
governing conservative Slovenian Democratic Party. The New Slovenia party with 7%, 
followed by the Social Democrats with more than 6%, and the Left party with just 
4%. 

 The 55-year-old former power company manager has promised to restore 
“normality”, having billed the elections  as a “referendum on democracy”.  

 
 NATIONAL 

Palli becomes India’s first ‘carbon neutral panchayat’  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated a 500 KV solar plant to the nation in the 

unassuming hamlet of Palli in Jammu and Kashmir’s border region of Samba making 
it the country’s first ‘carbon neutral panchayat.’  

 Palli, according to the Prime Minister, has showed the country the way by becoming 
carbon neutral. 

 Palli residents have assisted with the project. They’ve also fed those who are 
working on the project. 

 Officials added that under the national government’s ‘Gram Urja Swaraj’ programme, 
1,500 solar panels with a total area of 6,408 square metres will provide clean 
electricity to 340 homes in the model panchayat.  
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SPORTS 
Max Verstappen Wins 2022 Laureus World Sportsman of the Year  

 F1 champion Max Verstappen has been named the 2022 Laureus Sportsman of th e 
Year while Jamaican Olympic sprinter Elaine Thompson-Herah has been named 
Sportswoman of the Year. The awards recognise the greatest sporting achievements 
of 2021, one of the highlights of which was the European Championship victory by 
the Italian Men’s Football Team who won their second Laureus Team of the Year 
Award as a result. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

AP Abdullahkutty elected chairperson of Haj Committee of India  
 AP Abdullahkutty has been elected as the chairperson of the Haj Committee of India, 

while for the first time, two women have been chosen as its vice -chairpersons– 
Munnawari Begum and Mafuja Khatun. Ministry of Minority Affairs is the nodal 
ministry to conduct the Haj pilgrimage in India. Haj pilgrimage for the Indian pilgrims 
is conducted either through Haj Committee of India (HCoI), or the Haj Group 
Organisers (HGOs) approved by the Ministry.  

 The Government of India has appointed C Muhammed Faizi as a member of the Haj 
Committee of India (HCoI), a statutory body under the Ministry of Minori ty Affairs, 
under sub-section (11), of Section 4 of Haj Committee Act 2022, for a period of 3 
years up to 31st March 2025 with effect from 21st April 2022.  

 
Vishakha Mulye of ICICI Bank has been named CEO of Aditya Birla Capital  

 Vishakha Mulye has been appointed as the next Chief Executive Officer of Aditya 
Birla Capital. The company said in its stock filing that the board of directors 
approved the appointment based on the recommendations of the Nomination, 
Remuneration and Compensation Committee. She replaces Ajay Srinivasan, who is 
taking up other responsibilities within the group, as per the exchange filing.  

 Mulye, currently the Executive Director of ICICI Bank, will join Aditya Birla Capital on 
June 1, 2022, and will operate as the CEO with Srinivasan for  a month to ensure a 
smooth transition of leadership. She will take charge of her role as the CEO of Aditya 
Birla Capital Limited post this period. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

Tamil Nadu govt : Minorities Rights Day to be observed annually on Dec 18  
 Tamil Nadu government has announced that December 18, every year will be 

observed as Minorities Rights Day at the state level. The state government promotes 
the upliftment and economic advancement of the minorities through effective 
implementation of schemes and welfare measures. 

 The government, being the saviour of minorities, is striving tirelessly to promote the 
upliftment and economic advancement of the minorities through effective 
implementation of various development schemes and welfare measures. This  day is 
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being observed at the district level of Tamil Nadu under the concerned collectors 
concerned. Henceforth, it will also be observed at the state level.  

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Kerala, Netherlands join hands for 'Cosmos Malabaricus' project  
 Kerala and the Netherlands have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for 

the ‘Cosmos Malabaricus’ project. This study will contribute to a better 
understanding of Kerala’s history in the 18th century.  

 In Malappuram and Kollam, the state will also collaborate with th e Netherlands to 
establish paint academies. 

 The agreements were inked in the presence of Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
and Dutch Ambassador to India Marten van den Berg.  

 The Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR), which is part of the Depar tment of 
Higher Education, the University of Leiden, and the National Archives of the 
Netherlands, is carrying out this project.  

 
India to host accountants World Congress for the first time in 118 years  

 According to the Institute of Chartered Accountants of  India (ICAI) president, 
Debashis Mitra, India is set to host the 21st World Congress of Accountants (WCOA), 
the Kumbh of accountants, for the first time in 118 years of its existence. About 
6000 top accountants from 130 countries will participate in the p rogramme 
physically. The event will be held from November 18 to 21 after outbidding France.  

 The event will be held at Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai. The theme for 
2022 would be `Building Trust Enabling Sustainability’. The WCOA, a forum for 
thought leadership and global exchange of views, is held every four years since it 
started in 1904. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Earth champion David Attenborough bestowed Lifetime Achievement award  
 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has named Sir David Attenbo rough, 

English natural history broadcaster and naturalist, as the recipient of the Champions 
of the Earth Award 2021 under the Lifetime Achievement category. This award is 
given to him for his dedication to research, documentation, and advocacy for the 
protection of nature and its restoration. 

 Sir David Attenborough is well known for his innovative educational television 
programs, especially the nine-part Life series forming the Life collection. His well -
known documentaries include The Green Planet and A Pl astic Ocean. He was 
knighted twice by Queen Elizabeth II in 1985 and again in 2020. He has won 3 Emmy 
Awards and 8 British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) awards.  

 
Meghalaya Planning Department’s e-Proposal System wins coveted UN Award 

 The important effort of Meghalaya’s Planning Department, the e -Proposal System, 
which is part of Meghalaya Enterprise Architecture (MeghEA), has been awarded the 
prestigious UN Award – World Summit on the Information Society Forum (WSIS) 
Prizes 2022. 
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 The state government noted that in today’s digital era, IT is critical in not only 
innovating digital services but also in catering to the requirements of the public and 
fostering inclusive communities. 

 MeghEA was launched by CM Conrad K Sangma in 2019 and is being executed by the 
Planning Department of the Government of Meghalaya.  

 In the beginning of the year, the government announced that Meghalaya had been 
chosen as one of the top 360 projects in the world. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Guadalajara, Mexico named World Book Capital for the year 202 2 

 Guadalajara, Mexico was named World Book Capital f or the year 2022 by the 
Director-General of UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay, on the recommendation of the World 
Book Capital Advisory Committee. The city, already a UNESCO Creative City since 
2017, was selected for its comprehensive plan for policies around the boo k to trigger 
social change, combat violence and build a culture of peace . 

 As a UNESCO Creative City of Media, Arts Guadalajara has supported its local talents 
and advancing creative industries through initiatives that place media arts at the 
core of their programmes including in its world-famous International Book Fair. 
Cities designated as UNESCO World Book Capital undertake to promote books and 
reading and to organize activities over the year. As the twenty -second city to bear 
the title since 2001, Guadalajara follows Tbilisi (2021) Kuala Lumpur (2020) . 

 
 NATIONAL 

India’s participated as Guest of honour at the Paris Book Festival 202 2 
 As announced in the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi – President Emmanuel 

Macron Joint Statement released in 2018 during th e French President’s visit to New 
Delhi, India has been designated as the Guest of Honour Country at the Paris Book 
Festival 2022, which will take place from April 21 to April 24, 2022 . 

 On April 21, 2022, the Paris Book Festival was launched. On the same d ay, the India 
Pavilion at the Paris Book Festival 

 The National Institute of Design (NID) developed the India Pavilion, which comprises 
over 15 digital and physical exhibitions showing over 400 books published in various 
Indian languages, representing the work of 65 Indian publishers. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

Khongjom Day observed in Manipur 
 Rich tributes were paid in Manipur to the valiant sons of the state who made 

tremendous sacrifices fighting against the British in the battle of Khongjom during 
the 1891 Anglo-Manipuri War to maintain Manipur’s independence . 

 Governor La Ganesan and Chief Minister N. Biren Singh, as well as the general public, 
attended the state-level Khongjom Day ceremony at Khongjom War Memorial 
Complex in Khebaching, Thoubal district . 
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 Every year on the 23rd of April, Manipur commemorates Manipuri warriors who 
battled against the British, especially Major Paona Brajabashi . 

 The Governor and Chief Minister of Manipur joined the people of Manipur in a floral 
homage to the heroes. At Khebaching, two minutes of silence were held, as well as a 
gun salute. 

  
International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day 2022: 2 6th April 

 International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed every year on April 
26 to raise awareness of the consequences of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster and the 
risks of nuclear energy in general. The day not only informs us about the man -made 
disaster but also educates human beings about the risks of nuclear energy in 
general. 

 Built-in 1977, the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant was used to make electricity for 
the then Soviet Union, or in modern-day Pripyat, Ukraine. Before the horrifying 
incident, in 1982 the Chernobyl plant had a partial meltdown of reactor 1, which 
caused some damage and it took a few months to repair. This incident wasn’t 
reported until the Chernobyl disaster happened. In 1986, an explosion at the nuclear 
power plant spread a radioactive cloud over the large territories of Belarus, Ukraine, 
and the Russian Federation. The seriousness of the disaster can be known by the fact 
that around 8.4 million people in the three European nations were exposed to the 
radiation. 

 
World Intellectual Property Day 2022: 26th April 

 World Intellectual Property Day is celebrated on the 26th of April to learn about the 
role that intellectual property (IP) rights play in encouraging innovation and 
creativity. The day recognizes the huge potential of young people to find ne w and 
better solutions that support the transition to a sustainable future . 

 This year, World Intellectual Property Day 2022’s theme focuses on IP and Youth 
innovating for a Better Future. It is an opportunity for young people to find out how 
IP rights can support their goals, help transform their ideas into reality, generate 
income, create jobs and make a positive impact on the world around them. With IP 
rights, young people have access to some of the key tools they need to advance their 
ambitions. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Prasar Bharati signed MoU with Public Broadcaster of Radio Television Argentina (RTA ) 
 Prasar Bharati has signed an MoU with the Public Broadcaster of Argentina Radio 

Television Argentina (RTA) for collaboration in the field of broadcasting. The M oU 
encompasses a range of fronts in Media and Broadcasting that is set to exemplify the 
communication and transmission networking of both nations. India and Argentina 
share cordial relations and developmental partnerships in the areas of political, 
economic, scientific and technological cooperation . 

 The Chief Executive Officer of Prasar Bharati, Shashi Shekhar Vempati and the 
president of RTA, Rosario Lufrano, signed the agreement in the presence of the 
Indian Ambassador to Argentina Dinesh Bhatia . 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Zelensky gets John F. Kennedy award for defending democrac y 
 The John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, for the first time ever, awarded the John F. 

Kennedy Profile in Courage Award 2022 to five individuals. The award will be 
presented by Caroline Kennedy and her son, Jack Schlossberg on May 22, 2022, at 
the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Boston, USA . 
Five individuals are: 

1. Ukrainian President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
2. United States (US) Representative: Liz Cheney 
3. Michigan Secretary of State: Jocelyn Benson 
4. Arizona Representative: Russell “Rusty” Bowers 
5. Fulton County, Georgia, elections worker: Wandrea “Shaye” Mos s 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Two books “The Magic of Mangalajodi” & “The Sikh History of East India” released by cm 
of Odisha 

 Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik released 2 books, a coffee table book titled 
“The Magic of Mangalajodi” by Avinash Khemka; and a compilation of the Sikh 
history of eastern India titled “Sikh History of Eastern India” by Abinash Mohapatra. 
The coffee table book “The Magic of Mangalajodi” provides a bird’s eye view of 
Mangalajodi in Chilika lake through various images and descriptions . 

 Sikh History of Eastern India is a result of the meticulous research work on Sikh 
history and philosophy by Abinash Mohapatra. This is a compilation of 8 books 
authored by Abinash Mohapatra, which includes a Sikh history of Bihar, Assam, 
Bangladesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Elon Musk to buy Twitter in $44 billion deal 
 Elon Musk, the world’s richest man, agreed to acquire Twitter for $44 billion, ending 

a drama that included hostile takeover threats before handing him personal control 
of one of the world’s most powerful social  media networks. 

 According to Twitter, the publicly traded corporation will now become a private 
entity owned by Musk, who negotiated a $54.20 per-share purchase price. 

 Musk secured $46.5 billion in funding last week to complete the deal, and Dan Ives, 
an analyst at Wedbush Securities, predicted earlier in the day that the board would 
likely approve his offer because no other buyer could be found . 

 Twitter stock was trading 5.9% higher on Wall Street . 
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NATIONAL 
Maharashtra is first state to launched a bus service with totally digital ticketing system 

 Maharashtra State Environment Minister Aditya Thackeray inaugurated the tap-in tap-out 
service on the Gateway of India to Churchgate route in an effort to make commuting across 
Mumbai easier. Aditya Thackeray stated during the event that Brihanmumbai Electricity Supply 
and Transport (BEST) is India’s first fully digital bus service. 

 In a few days, all 10 buses on this route will be equipped with this technology, which will 
eventually be expanded to all 438 routes. 

 According to Lokesh Chandra, BEST’s General Manager (GM), this is the country’s first-ever 100 
percent digital bus service, with the goal of increasing the digitalisation of the bus ticketing 
system. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Ashwin Yardi, CEO Of Capgemini India Joins UNICEF YuWaah Board As Co-Chair 

 YuWaah (Generation Unlimited India) in India announced today that Ashwin Yardi, CEO of 
Capgemini in India, has joined the organisation, starting immediately, alongside Yasumasa 
Kimura, UNICEF Representative, as being the co -chair of the organisation. 

 The YuWaah Board would now serve as a decision-making body, with the majority of founding 
partners and board members providing time and resources to help the YuWaah Secretariat with 
money and functional expertise. 

 They will play a critical role in influencing YuWaah’s long-term strategy and execution, as well as 
actively crafting shared-value partnerships with governments and the private sector to genuinely 
establish a collaborative platform. 

 YuWaah has set a lofty goal of enlisting 300 young people as changemakers. Bold strategies and 
quick actions will be required to achieve this goal. 

 The new YuWaah Board will work to provide the essential tools and assistance to youth in India, 
particularly those who are most marginalised, so that they can effectively traverse the challenges 
of the twenty-first century. 

 
Rajiv Kumar steps down as Niti Aayog vice chairman 

 The government-run organisation, Niti Aayog’s Vice Chairperson, Rajiv Kumar has resigned due 
to a government order. Suman Bery, an economist, will take over as the new head of the 
planning agency. 

 The government has authorised Rajiv Kumar’s resignation and Suman Bery’s appointment, 
according to an order issued by the Cabinet Appointments Committee. Rajiv Kumar will be 
relieved of his duties, according to the ruling. 

 The reason for Rajiv Kumar’s resignation was not stated in the order. 

 After Arvind Panagariya resigned from the job in August 2017 to return to academia, Rajiv 
Kumar, an economist, was named vice chairman of the Niti Aayog. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace 2022: 24th April 

 On December 12, 2018, the International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace was 
established. To promote and maintain the UN’s three pillars of peace and security, development, 
and human rights, it is critical to preserve the values of multilateralism and international 
cooperation that underpin the UN Charter and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 To address the rising challenges of protectionism and isolationism, the international norms and 
rules-based system that have guided states for seven decades must rise to the occasion. 

 Climate change, geopolitical conflicts, humanitarian and migration crises are global concerns that 
cut beyond states’ beliefs and interests, necessitating collective attention and action. 

 The political and socioeconomic landscape, as well as inter-state interactions, have all been 
influenced by technological growth. 

 
World Malaria Day 2022: 25th April 

 Every year on April 25th, World Malaria Day is commemorated to raise awareness about this life-
threatening disease that continues to be a menace to humanity. Malaria affects over half of the 
world’s population, with the chances of people living in poor nations catching the disease being 
substantially higher. 

 Malaria is spread through the female Anopheles mosquito’s bite (which is infected with the 
malaria-causing plasmodium parasite). 

 Malaria affects over half of the world’s population, with the chances of people living in poor 
nations catching the disease being substantially higher. 

 According to WHO figures, as many as 241 million people would be affected with this deadly 
disease in 2020, with the majority of cases occurring in Africa. 

 Despite the fact that the WHO states that malaria is a curable and preventable disease with 
proper treatment, many people continue to die due to a lack of competent healthcare. 

 
National Panchayati Raj Day 2022: 24th April 

 National Panchayati Raj Day is a national holiday in India that honours the Panchayati Raj system. 
Every year on April 24th, it is commemorated. The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, which 
was passed in 1992, is also commemorated on this day. The Panchayati Raj system, which is one 
of the country’s oldest governing organisations, governs about 6 lakh communities in India. 

 The day was initially observed in April 2010 to commemorate the decentralisation of power, 
which is considered one of India’s most significant milestones. As Panchayati Raj Diwas 2022 
approaches, we bring you additional information about the event’s history, significance, and 
topic. 

 
English Language and Spanish Language Day 2022: 23rd April  

 The United Nations launched Language Days in 2010 to promote equal usage of the 
organisation’s six official languages and to celebrate multilingualism and cultural diversity. 

 Every year on April 23, the United Nations celebrates English Day. 

 The UN Department of Public Information created the event in 2010 to “celebrate 
multilingualism and cultural diversity, as well as promote equal use of all six official languages 
within the Organisation. 
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 The date of April 23 was chosen for English Language Day because it is “traditionally honoured as 
both the birthday and date of death of William Shakespeare.” 

 The date was chosen since it is the anniversary of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra’s death in Spain, 
as well as William Shakespeare’s birth and death in England. Not only because of their historic 
status in the canon, but also because of how they represent the power of language in culture, 
politics, and business, these two literary titans are excellent icons. Their works continue to have 
an impact even after they have passed away. 

 
International Delegate’s Day 2022: 25th April 

 `Every year on April 25th, the world celebrates International Delegates Day. This day is 
commemorated to increase awareness of the function of Member States‘ representatives and 
delegates at the United Nations. 

 The United Nations is brought to life by delegates. This organisation would not exist if it weren’t 
for them. They work with their home countries to establish agreements and cooperate. Some 
establish coalitions, while others try to reach a compromise. In this sense, they exemplify the 
UN’s commitment to multilateralism. 

 Delegates attend United Nations meetings to represent their countries. The delegates speak and 
vote on behalf of their country at the UN General Assembly and other fora, such as the UN 
Security Council, unless a higher-ranking politician is present. The delegates are chosen by their 
respective governments. As a result, they act in the best interests of the government they work 
for. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Posoco signed a memorandum of understanding with Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT D) 

 Power System Operation Corp. Ltd.’s (Posoco) Northern Regional Load Despatch Centre signed a 
memorandum of understanding with Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT Delhi) to 
encourage research on issues relating to India’s power sector and strengthen interaction 
between academia and industry. 

 The partnership’s goals are to improve academia-industry interaction with the goal of knowledge 
sharing and capacity building through collaboration, as well as to promote research on topics 
related to India’s power sector, such as data sciences or data analytics, ancillary services for grid 
operations, short-term demand and RE forecasting using artificial intelligence and machine 
learning, dynamic security assessment, phasor measurement, and unit analytics, among others. 

 Posoco, a state-owned company, is in charge of the national energy grid’s secure and integrated 
operations. The National Load Despatch Centre (NLDC) is one of five regional load despatch 
centres (RLDCs). 

 India wants to increase its focus on clean energy, with the government aiming for net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2070 and intermediate goals through 2030. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

NMDC Conferred at PRSI Awards 2022 

 The National Mineral Development Corporation Ltd. (NMDC) swept the Public Relations Society 
of India’s (PRSI) Public Relations Awards 2022, taking first place in four categories. Shri V Srinivas 
Goud, Telangana Minister of Prohibition and Excise, Sports and Youth Services, Tourism and 
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Culture, gave the award to NMDC’s Shri Praveen Kumar, ED (Personnel) and Shri Ch. Srinivasa 
Rao, DGM (Corporate Communications) on behalf of the Navratna PSU. On behalf of the 
Navratna PSU, Shri Srinivasa Rao, DGM (Corporate Communications), accepted the honours. 

 The award was given to the mining company for its Corporate Website, Annual Report, 
Newsletter Layout and Design, and CSR Corporate Video. 

 Shri V Srinivas Goud, the Telangana State Minister, praised the PR industry’s efforts in creating 
an informed community and congratulated the awardees. 

 The conference, which marked the PRSI Hyderabad Chapter’s Golden Jubilee, included 
participatory and thought-provoking workshops on the theme of Emerging Trends in Modern 
Public Relations. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Russia will deploy 'Satan 2' nuclear missiles ' 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin said that his military had successfully test -fired an 
intercontinental ballistic missile capable of carrying a big nuclear payload, but the 
Pentagon said the missile did not pose a substantial danger to the US. Russia’s most 
powerful ICBM is the RS-28 Sarmat, dubbed “Satan 2” by NATO . 

 It is a super-heavy, thermonuclear-armed intercontinental-range ballistic missile. 
 The Sarmat was supposed to take the place of the Soviet-built Voevoda, which had 

three warheads and was designed in 1962. 
 The Sarmat weighs 200 metric tonnes (220 tonnes) and has a longer range, allowing 

it to fly across the North and South poles and strike targets anywhere on the pl anet. 
 

 NATIONAL 
PM Modi inaugurates & lays foundation stone of projects in Dahod & Panchmahal, 
Gujarat worth Rs 22000 crore 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone and inaugurated the various 
projects worth 22,000 crore rupees at a function organized at Dahod in Gujarat. 
Dahod District Southern Area Regional Water Supply Scheme, constructed at 
Narmada River Basin (Rs 840 crore); Dahod Smart City (Rs 335 crore) . 

 These projects include Integrated Command & Control Centre (ICCC) Building, 
Stormwater drainage system, Sewerage works, Solid Waste Management System and 
Rain Water Harvesting System. 

 Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, benefits worth Rs. 120 crore were provided to 
10,000 tribal of Panchmahal and Dahod districts. Prime Minister also inaugurated 66 
KV Ghodia substation, Panchayat Houses, and Anganwadis, among others. 
Manufacturing project of 9,000 HP Electric Locomotives at the Railway Production 
Unit in Dahod. 10,000 tribals of Panchmahal and Dahod dis tricts (provided Rs 120 
crore under PMAY). 
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 SPORTS 
Bumrah, Rohit among Wisden's five 'Cricketers of the Year ' 

 The Wisden Almanack has named India captain Rohit Sharma and bowler Jasprit 
Bumrah among the “Five Cricketers of the Year ” for 2022. Rohit Sharma  amassed 
368 runs at an average of 52.57 in four Tests, completing an outstanding tour with a 
second-innings 127 at The Oval, his first Test century away from home . 

 Others that made the cut include England fast bowler Ollie Robinson, South African 
women’s player Dane van Niekerk, and New Zealand opener Devon Conway . 

 Former England captain Joe Root has been crowned the World’s Leading Cricketer, 
while South African Lizelle Lee has been named the World’s Leading Woman 
Cricketer, and Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan  has been named the World’s Leading 
T20 Cricketer. 

 
West Indies Cricketer Kieron Pollard announced retiremen t 

 West Indies all-rounder Kieron Pollard has announced his retirement from 
international cricket. Pollard, who was the captain of West Indies’ limite d-overs 
teams, played a total of 123 ODIs and 101 T20Is. He has been an integral part of the 
Mumbai Indians team in the Indian Premier League for several years now and was 
retained by the franchise ahead of the mega auction in February this year. He was 
part of the West Indies team that won the 2012 ICC WT20 and missed out on his 
second T20 World Cup title in 2016 as he missed the tournament due to injury . 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Achi reappointed PM of Ivory Coast after resigning last wee k 
 Patrick Achi has been re-appointed as Prime Minister of Ivory Coast by President 

Alassane Ouattara. He was appointed prime minister in March 2021. He was the third 
prime minister in the West African state (Ivory Coast) in the last three years after 
Amadou Gon Coulibaly (who died in 2020) and Hamed Bakayoko (who died in 2021) . 

 President has accepted Achi resignation ahead of a government reshuffle. Ivory 
Coast, also officially known as the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, is a country on the 
southwest coast of Africa. 

 
IISc’s Prof Sood is new principal scientific advisor 

 Ajay Kumar Sood, a member of the Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister, has been appointed to the post for a period of three 
years to succeed renowned biologist K VijayRaghavan . The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of Sood as Principal Scientific 
Advisor to the government. 

 The PSA’s office aims to provide pragmatic and objective advice to the prime 
minister and cabinet on matters related to science, technology and innovation with a 
focus on the application of science and technology in critical infrastructure, 
economic and social sectors in partnership with government departments, 
institutions and industry. 
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 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Book and Copyright Day: 23rd April 2022 
 Every year on April 23, World Book and Copyright Day is observed to promote the 

love of reading. April 23 is significant in world literature because it commemorates 
the death on this date of prominent writers such as Miguel de C ervantes and William 
Shakespeare. 

 This date was an obvious option for UNESCO’s General Conference, which was 
convened in Paris in 1995, to pay a worldwide tribute to books and authors on this 
day, urging everyone to read. 

 Books have long symbolised humanity’s ability to conjure up worlds, both real and 
imagined, and to give voice to the diversity of human experience . 

 They provide far-reaching kinds of conversation between individuals beyond distance 
and time by allowing us to share ideas, receive information, and inspire admiration 
for diverse cultures. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

India will give another $500 million in fuel aid: Sri Lanka foreign ministe r 
 India will provide an additional $500 million in financial aid to help the Sr ilanka 

island nation buy fuel, and that Bangladesh was willing to postpone $450 million in 
swap repayments to help Colombo. This is the second $500 million in gasoline credit 
that India has given to a Sri Lankan government grappling with the country’s grea test 
financial crisis in living memory. 

 After a shipment of 120,000 tonnes of diesel and 40,000 tonnes of gasoline earlier 
this month, the first line of credit was exhausted . 

 India has supplied approximately 400,000 tonnes of petroleum so far . 
 After fuel stockpiles were depleted, massive protests erupted . 
 AFP claimed that thousands of irate motorists torched tyres and blocked a major 

road leading into Colombo, citing police and local officials. The protests erupted 
after the state-run Ceylon Petroleum Corporation increased the price of 92 octane 
gasoline to LKR 338 per litre, an increase of LKR 84 . 

 
Dhanlaxmi Bank signed MoU with CBDT & CBIC  

 For the collection of taxes, Dhanlaxmi Bank has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and the Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC). Dhanlaxmi Bank said in a regulatory filing that 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has authorised the bank to collect different taxes 
based on a recommendation from the Controller Genera l of Accounts. 

 The technical integration required to implement the seamless flow of remittances 
from the bank’s portal to the CBDT and CBIC portals will be implemented as soon as 
possible in order to give customers early access to the facilities . 

 The bank was empanelled as a ‘Agency Bank’ by the RBI in October, allowing it to 
handle general banking activity for the federal and state governments on their 
behalf. 

 


