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INTERNATIONAL 
Estonia hosts the world's largest cyber exercise 

 A cyber organisation recognised by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation will undertake the 
world’s largest and most complicated “live-fire” cyber defence drills. The biennial Locked Shields 
event, according to the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence in Estonia, is 
designed to improve the skills of cybersecurity experts protecting national IT systems and vital 
infrastructure against real-time attacks. 

 The participants are sent to help a fake country deal with a massive cyberattack. 

 Over 2,000 people from 32 countries, including Ukraine, are expected to take part in the event. 

 The Locked Shields event this year takes place in the midst of the ongoing war in Ukraine, in 
which hacking has played a steady, albeit minor, role in Russia’s invasion. Hackers linked to the 
Russian government have been accused of assaulting Ukrainian government offices and 
attempting to break into the power infrastructure. 

 
NATIONAL 

Biliti To Build Worlds Largest 3-Wheeeled EV Manufacturing Facility In Telengana 

 Biliti Electric Inc (Biliti), based in California, United States of America, has announced its intention 
to establish the world’s largest electric three-wheeler manufacturing facility in Telangana. The 
plant will be built in 2 phases over an area of 200 acres. Phase I of 13.5 acres with a capacity to 
produce 18000 Electric Vehicles (EV) per year will become operational in 2023 and the larger 
facility of 200 acres with a production capacity of 240000 EV per year will become operational in 
2024. 

 The facility will produce all the products of Biliti including the cargo model TaskmanTM and the 
passenger version UrbanTM. The facility is estimated to drive private investment of USD 150 
million (around Rs 1,144 crore) and is expected to create more than 3000 jobs in Telangana. 

 
Covid insurance scheme for health workers extended 

 The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP), an insurance policy for health care workers 
fighting COVID-19, has been extended for another 180 days. It was decided to extend the 
programme in order to continue to provide a safety net for the dependents of health workers 
assigned to COVID-19 patients. 

 A letter to this effect was sent to the Additional Chief Secretaries (Health)/Principal Secretaries 
(Health)/Secretaries (Health) of all States/UTs on April 19, 2022, requesting that they publicise 
the event widely among health workers in their respective States/UTs. 

 The PMGKP was launched on March 30, 2020, to provide Rs. 50 lakh in comprehensive personal 
accident coverage to 22.12 lakh health care providers, including community health workers and 
private health care providers, who may have had direct contact and care of COVID-19 patients 
and are at risk of being impacted. 
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 Private hospital staff/retired/volunteer/local urban bodies/contract/daily wage/ad-
hoc/outsourced staff requisitioned by states/central hospitals/autonomous hospitals of 
central/states/UTs, AIIMS & Institute of National Importance (INI)/hospitals of Central Ministries 
specifically drafted for care of COVID-19 patients are also covered under the PMGKP due to the 
unprecedented situation. 

 
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Naresh Kumar takes charge as Delhi Chief Secretary 

 According to a home ministry notification released, senior IAS officer Naresh Kumar has been 
appointed as the chief secretary of Delhi. Kumar, an IAS officer from the 1987 batch of the 
AGMUT cadre, has been shifted from Arunachal Pradesh to Delhi. Before being transferred, he 
was the chief secretary of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Following the voluntary retirement of Vijay Dev, IAS (AGMUT:1987), Naresh Kumar IAS 
(AGMUT:1987) is hereby appointed as chief secretary of GNCTD with effect from April 21, 2022 
or from the day of joining, whichever is later. 

 Kumar had previously served in Delhi as chairman of the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) 
and managing director of the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC). 

 Dev, who stepped down as Delhi’s chief secretary after a voluntary retirement, will take over as 
the state’s election commissioner on April 21. 

 
Babita Singh named as the New Global Peace Ambassador 2022 

 Babita Singh, a serial entrepreneur, was named a Global Peace Ambassador for her work in 
promoting peace through education, sports, art, culture, and diplomacy at the India International 
Conclave 2022, which was held in collaboration with the Asia Africa Consortium (AAC) in New 
Delhi. 

 Babita Singh has been awarded this honour because she is one of the very few people who have 
dedicated their lives to practises that promote Universal Moral Values, Interreligious 
cooperation, and International Harmony in accordance with the United Nations Human Rights 
Charter in order to improve the lives of billions of people around the world. 

 The bureaucrats, politicians, international keynote speakers, celebrity artists, diplomats, and 
ambassadors from ten other nations were all in attendees. 

 The conference was organised in collaboration with On Sky Global, the United Nations World 
Sports Alliance, the World Health Organization, CBSE, Primary Plus, George Washington 
University, and the Bangladesh Olympic Association, with support from CBSE, Primary Plus, 
George Washington University, and the Bangladesh Olympic Association. 

 
SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

Mumbai to host India’s first International Cruise Conference on May 14 & 15 

 Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways, and AYUSH, said that 
the 1st Incredible India International Cruise Conference-2022 will be hosted in Mumbai. 

 The two-day event in Mumbai is being organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways, Mumbai Port Authority, and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI). 
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 The Minister noted during a news conference in Mumbai that the Indian cruise market had the 
potential to develop tenfold over the next decade, owing to increased demand and disposable 
incomes. 

 According to the minister, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s flagship Sagarmala programme 
connects the ports of Chennai, Vizag, and Andaman with Goa, which attracts the most tourists. 

 
NITI Aayog, UNICEF to Develop Country’s First Report on ‘State of India’s Children' 

 The latest report on the State of India’s Children: Status and Trends in Multidimensional Child 
Development will be jointly developed and launched by NITI Aayog and UNICEF India. This was 
determined, when the two organisations signed a Statement of Intent (SoI), reiterating their joint 
commitment to achieving children’s rights in India. 

 The report will create frameworks for understanding health and nutrition, education, water and 
sanitation, household living standards, and a child-friendly environment across states. 

 This endeavour will contribute to India’s commitments to the 2030 Agenda by providing a set of 
policy suggestions for concerted action in terms of speeding progress toward the SDGs and 
ensuring holistic development for all children. 

 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Indian-American defence expert Vivek Lall to receive Entrepreneur Leadership Award 

 The Indo-American Chamber of Commerce has picked Indian-American chief executive of 
General Atomics Global Corporation Vivek Lall for the prestigious Entrepreneur Leadership 
Awards in appreciation of his contribution to the defence sector. The Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce (IACC) was founded in 1968 and is the premier bi-lateral chamber for India-US 
commercial cooperation. 

 Lall, 53, has been chosen for the ‘Global Leader in the Defence and Aviation Sector’ award, which 
will be awarded online on Friday during an awards ceremony. 

 The event’s chief guest will be Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Madhavrao ScIndia. 

 Lall, who has worked for Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and now General Atomics, has been 
recognised by Kentucky Governor Matt Bevin as a leader in the defence industry. 

 Lall, who has worked for Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and now General Atomics, has played a key 
role in advancing defence trade. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

HDFC to sell 10% stake in HDFC Capital for Rs 184 crore 

 HDFC Ltd, a mortgage lender, announced the sale of a 10% share in its private equity arm, HDFC 
Capital Advisors, to an Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) wholly-owned subsidiary for Rs 
184 crore on Wednesday. 

 ADIA is also the largest shareholder in HDFC Capital’s USD 3 billion alternative investment 
vehicles. 

 HDFC Capital, which was established in 2016, is the investment manager for the HDFC Capital 
Affordable Real Estate Funds 1, 2, and 3. It is aligned with the government’s goal of increasing 
housing supply and supporting the Pradhan MantriAwas Yojana – ‘Housing for All’ initiative, 
according to a statement from HDFC Ltd. 
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 HDFC Capital manages funds that provide long-term, flexible capital for affordable and middle-
income housing projects, including early-stage funding, according to the company. 

 
Sebi reorganises advisory panel on leveraging regulatory and technology solutions 

 Securities and Exchange Board of India’s advisory council on leveraging regulatory and 
technological solutions has been reconstituted advisory committee on leveraging regulatory and 
technology solutions (ALeRTS). Sunil Bajpai will now lead the seven-member panel. 

 The Advisory Committee for ALeRTS will now be led by Sunil Bajpai, the former Principal Advisor 
(Information Technology) of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, according to SEBI’s 
website (TRAI). 

 Puneet Narang, Deutsche Bank’s head of corporate banking technology in India, Girish Keshav 
Palshikar, TCS Research and Innovation’s Principal Scientist, Ratnakar Pandey, Amazon’s Senior 
Data Scientist, Rohan Rao, H2O.ai’s Senior Data Scientist, Subir Saha, ICICI Group’s Head of 
Compliance, and, ISD’s CGM, are among the other members of the committee.   
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NATIONAL 
National cyber exercise underway to train govt officials on cyber threat 

 To bolster India’s cyber posture, the National Security Council Secretariat is holding 
a National Cyber Security Incident Response Exercise (NCX India) for government 
officials and key sector organisations.  

 The National Cyber Security Incident Response Exercise was kicked off by National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval.  

 According to a statement from the National Security Council Secretariat, more than 
140 officials would be trained through training sessions, Live Fire, and Strateg ic 
exercises. 

 Intrusion Detection Techniques, Malware Information Sharing Platform (MISP), 
Vulnerability Handling & Penetration Testing, Network Protocols & Data Flows, and 
Digital Forensics are among the topics covered by the attendees.  

 The practise comes in the wake of recent power grid hacking incidents in Ladakh, as 
well as a number of incidents involving ministry Twitter accounts being hacked.  

 
A Nationwide Meeting On Agriculture For The 2022 Kharif Campaign Inaugurated By 
Narendra Singh Tomar 

 Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Agriculture Minister, recently launched the National 
Conference on Agriculture for the Kharif Campaign 2022 -23 at the NASC Complex in 
New Delhi. 

 The Minister expressed his delight that, according to the 2nd Advance Est imates 
(2021-22), total food grain production in the country will reach 3160 lakh tonnes, a 
new high. 

 The production of pulses and oilseeds will be 269.5 lakh tonnes and 371.5 lakh 
tonnes, respectively. 
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 Horticulture production is expected to reach 3310.5 lakh tonnes in 2020-21, the 
greatest level ever for Indian horticulture, according to third advanced projections.  

 The Minister added that the centre and states will collaborate to secure the 
availability of herbicides and seeds, lowering farmers’ input pric es. 

 
‘Smart Cities, Smart Urbanization’ Conference opens in Surat, with 100 Smart Cities 
joining from across the country 

 The three-day “Smart Cities, Smart Urbanization” conference kicked off today in 
Surat. Under the clarion call of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsa v (AKAM), given by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Independence, the event is 
being organised by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government 
of India, in collaboration with Surat Smart City Corporation Develo pment Ltd. 

 The event’s chief guest was Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Union Minister of Housing and 
Urban Affairs. Gujarat’s Chief Minister, Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel, delivered a video 
message to the audience. 

 Shri Kaushal Kishore, Union Minister of State for Ho using and Urban Affairs, Ms 
Darshana Jardosh, Shri Vinod Moradiya, Minister of Urban Development and Urban 
Housing, Government of Gujarat, Dr Audimulapu Suresh, Minister of Education, 
Andhra Pradesh, Shri C.R. Patil, MP, and Smt. Hemali Kalpeshkumar Boghaw ala, 
Mayor, Surat, were among those who attended the inaugural session.  

 
APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

Jasleen Kohli appointed as new MD and CEO of Prem Watsa-backed Digit Insurance 
 Digit Insurance has appointed Jasleen Kohli as the company’s new managing di rector 

(MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) with effect from April 20, 2022. She succeeds 
Vijay Kumar who retired from the company on April 19, 2022. She served as chief 
distribution officer (CDO) at Digit, where she was responsible for all of the 
company’s sales and distribution channels.  

 In 2021, Digit increased its worth to USD 3.5 billion in less than six months after 
raising USD 200 million in a funding round. The company also announced it has 
promoted Adarsh Agarwal from the role of Appointed Actuar y to Chief Distribution 
Officer (corporate business). Nikhil Kamdar has been appointed as the next 
Appointed Actuary, replacing Agarwal.  

 
Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Katiyar appointed as next Director General of Military 
Operations 

 Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Katiyar has been appointed as the next Director -
General of Military Operations. He would take charge of the new office on May 1st. 
An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Lieutenant General Katiyar was 
commissioned in the 23rd Battalion of the Rajput Regiment in June 1986.  

 Lieutenant General Katiyar is presently the General Officer Commanding of 1 Corps, 
a strike formation responsible for offensive operations against both Pakistan and 
China. He was posted as Director of General Staff Duties at Army Headquarters. He 
also commanded an infantry brigade along the Western borders and a mountain 
division. Besides attending the National Defence College, New Delhi, he is also a 
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distinguished graduate of the National War College, US A. He served as an instructor 
in the Indian Military Training Team in Bhutan and at the Defence Services Staff 
College, Wellington. 

 
LV Vaidyanathan to take over as India CEO at Procter & Gamble  

 Procter & Gamble India appointed LV Vaidyanathan, who leads t he company’s 
business in Indonesia, as the new chief executive officer. He takes over from 
Madhusudan Gopalan who will move into a new role at the parent company. 
Vaidyanathan takes over as the CEO from July 1, 2022.  

 Vaidyanathan completed his Bachelor of Engineering (mechanical) from the National 
Institute of Technology, Nagpur and has an MBA from IIM-Ahmedabad. He started his 
career with P&G in India in 1996 in the sales function and worked in various 
leadership roles. He has more than 26 years of experience across diverse 
geographies and cultures like India and ASEAN countries including Singapore, 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. In 2018, he was elevated to the role of CEO, P&G 
Indonesia. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Mother Earth Day :22 nd April 
 World Earth Day, also known as International Mother Earth Day, is celebrated every 

year on April 22. The Day will be celebrated all over the world to spread awareness 
for Earth’s wellbeing and to encourage people to support environmental protection. 
The day focuses on the global climate crisis that is worsening with each passing day. 
World Earth Day 2022 will mark the 52nd Anniversary of the day since it started 
being observed in 1970. Earth Day was renamed officially by the UN in 2009 as 
International Mother Earth Day. 

 The theme of Earth Day 2022 is to ‘Invest in our planet’.  
 Earth Day was first celebrated on April 22, 1970. This was when the peace activist 

John Mc Connell proposed to honour Mother Earth and the concept of peace during 
a UNESCO conference in San Francisco. Notably, World Earth Day was earlier decided 
to be celebrated on March 21, 1970, as the day one of spring in the Northern 
Hemisphere. Thereafter, US Senator Gaylord Nelson proposed to hold nationwide 
environmental enlightenment on April 22, 1970, which was later renamed ‘Earth 
Day. 

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

PM inaugurates Global AYUSH summit in Gandhinagar  
 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will open the Global Ayush Investment & 

Innovation Summit 2022 at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. The thre e-day 
conference will bring together key policymakers, entrepreneurs, investors, startups, 
and other national and international players to discuss innovation and how India can 
become a global Ayush destination for entrepreneurship.  

 Shri Pravind Jugnauth, Prime Minister of Mauritius, and Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO), will attend 
the summit’s opening ceremony, as will Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel, 
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Union Minister of Ayush Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, and Minister of State Dr. 
Munjpara Mahendrabhai Kalubhai.  

 The global ayush investment and innovation conference 2022 will have 5 plenary 
sessions, 8 roundtables, 6 seminars, and 2 symposiums over the course of three 
days. 

 After the opening ceremony, technical sessions will take place on the first day of the 
summit. Two roundtables will be held during these sessions, one on the diplomat’s 
conclave and the other on Indian ayush prospects for the rest of the globe.  

  
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI Fined Manappuram Finance Rs 17.63 Lakh For Failing To Comply With KYC Regulations  
 Manappuram Finance Limited was fined Rs 17.63 lakh by the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) for failing to comply with Know Your Customer (KYC) and Prepaid Payment 
Instruments regulations (PPIs). 

 Manappuram Finance Limited has been fined Rs 17,63,965 by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) for failing to comply with certain provisions of the Master Direction on 
Issuance and Operation of Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs) dated October 11, 
2017 (as updated on February 28, 2020) and the Master Direction – Know Your 
Customer (KYC) Direction dated February 25, 2016 (as updated on April 20, 2020).  

 This action is based on regulatory compliance issues and is not meant to be a 
judgement on the validity of any transaction or agreement the organisation has with 
its consumers. 

 The entity was found to be in violation of RBI instructions on KYC and minor PPI 
standards. As a result, the entity was given notice to show cause why a penalty 
should not be applied for failing to follow the orders. 
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NATIONAL 
OIL commissions India’s first pure green hydrogen plant in Assam  

 India’s first 99.999% pure Green Hydrogen pilot plant has been commissioned by the 
Oil India Limited (OIL) at its Jorhat Pump Station in Assam. The plant has an installed 
capacity of 10 kg per day. The plant produces Green Hydrogen from the electricity 
generated by a 500kW Solar plant using a 100 kW Anion Exchange Membrane (AEM) 
Electrolyser array. The use of AEM technology is being used for the first time in 
India. 

 This plant is expected to increase its production of green hydrogen from 10 kg per 
day to 30 kg per day in future. The company has initiated a detailed study in 
collaboration with IIT Guwahati on the blending of Green Hydrogen with Natural Gas 
and its effect on the existing infrastructure of OIL. The company also plans to study 
use cases for commercial applications of the blended fuel.  
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India gets its sixth Scorpene-class submarine ‘INS Vagsheer’ in Mumbai  
 The Indian Navy launched the sixth and last submarine, Yard 11880, of the French 

Scorpene-class under Project 75, at the Kanhoji Angre  Wet Basin of Mazagon Dock 
Limited (MDL) in Mumbai. The submarine has been named ‘Vagsheer’. The submarine 
will now undergo rigorous harbour trials and sea trials, before being commissioned 
in the Indian Navy. These submarines are designed by French naval defence and 
energy company ‘DCNS’ while Mazagon Dock Limited, Mumbai has manufactured 
them. 

 
J&K launched app ‘Jan Nigrani’ to help people lodge complaints, under the e -governance 
initiative 

 The Department of Rural Development and Panchayati  Raj, Jammu and Kashmir, 
under the e-governance initiative has launched an app ‘Jan Nigrani’, intended to help 
people lodge their complaints related to various schemes online. The Jan Nigrani app 
is a 24×7 internet-based platform aimed at reporting and resolving the grievances of 
the residents of J&K, against various government schemes launched by the 
department. 

 The app would act as a single link between the residents and the officials by mapping 
concerned authorities related to the complaint about faster grievance redressal. The 
app has been developed as an e-governance initiative to provide a 24×7 platform to 
the people for redressal of their grievances.  

 The application has been set at the block level with a seven -day time slot to redress 
any particular grievance. It will also check bogus or false complaints and can be 
downloaded from the Google play store of android software.  

 The app would also facilitate accurate reporting of grievances using customised 
scheme-specific input forms to ensure minimal rejections on account of incomplete 
information. 

  
Health & Wellness Centre Scheme Marks 4th year Anniversary  

 The Union Health minister Mansukh Mandaviya, organised a week -long celebration 
under the “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”, marking the fourth anniversary of A yushman 
Bharat- Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) from April 16 to April 22. The 
inauguration of the first AB-HWC on 14th April 2018, at Jangla, a serene village in 
the Bijapur District of Chhattisgarh. 

 Mansukh Mandaviya, the union Health minister addressed the fourth-anniversary 
celebration of AB-HWCs in a meeting organised virtually, which saw the participation 
of more than 1 Lakh AB-HWCs, State Health ministers, senior officials of all the 
States and Union Territories, healthcare workers from various  hospitals and 
development partners. 

 
 APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Indian-American Navy veteran Shanti Sethi appointed Kamala Harris’s defence advisor  
 Indian-American Navyveteran Shanti Sethi has been appointed as USA Vice President 

Kamala Harris’s Defence Adviser. Shanti Sethi is the first Indian-American 
commander of a major US Navy combat ship. Shanti Sethi commanded the guided -
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missile destroyer, USS Decatur, from December 2010 to May 2012. She joined the 
Navy in 1993. When she joined the Navy in 1993, th e combat exclusion law was still 
in effect so she was limited in what she could do. However, when she was an officer, 
the Exclusion Act was lifted. 

 Recently, US Senate has confirmed the appointment of Ketanji Brown Jackson (the 
first Black woman) to Supreme Court Judge. 

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Creativity and Innovation Day 2022 : 21 st April 
 World Creativity and Innovation Day is celebrated on April 21 every year. The day 

aims to raise awareness about the importance of creativity and innovation in 
problem-solving and encourage creative multidisciplinary thinking at the individual 
and group levels. The World Creativity and Innovation Week is also observed from 
April 15-21. 

 The theme of World Creativity and Innovation Day 2022: Collaboration  
 World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) was founded on 25 May 2001 in 

Toronto, Canada. The founder of the day was the Canadian Marci Segal. Segal was 
studying creativity in 1977 at the International Center for Studies in Creativity.  

 The United Nations on 27 Apri l 2017 resolved to include World Creativity and 
Innovation Day on 21 April as a Day of observance to raise importance among people 
about the use of their creativity in problem-solving for all issues that may be related 
to achieving the 2015 Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
National Civil Services Day 2022: 21st April  

 India observes National Civil Services Day on April 21 every year to acknowledge the 
works of officers engaged in several public service departments in the country. The 
day also marks a reminder for civil servants, who collectively run the country’s 
administrative machinery and their dedication to serving the citizens of the country.  

 Civil Services Day is celebrated on April 21 to commemorate the day when Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, the first Home Minister of Independent India addressed 
probationers of Administrative Services Officers at Delhi’s Metcalf House in 1947. In 
his address, he called Civil Servants, the ‘Steel Frame of India’. This meant that civil 
servants, employed at various levels of the government, act as supporting pillars of 
the country’s administrative system.  

 
 SUMMIT'S & MOU's 

IFSCA signs pact with National Insurance Academy 
 The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the National Insurance Academy with 
the goal of creating capacity and establishing a qualified talent pool in the insurance 
sector in International Financial Services Centres.  

 IFSCA aspires to build a strong worldwide connection and focus on the de mands of 
the Indian economy, as well as function as a regional/global international financial 
platform. 
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 At IFSC, insurance is a growing sector, and the MoU with NIA will go a long way 
toward building insurance capacity.  

 The National Insurance Academy (NIA)  is a prestigious school dedicated to training 
the finest and brightest in the insurance sector.  

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Union Steel Ministry to host National Metallurgist Award 2021 today to recognise 
outstanding contribution of metallurgists, engineers  

 The “National Metallurgist Award 2021” will be held here tomorrow by the Union 
Ministry of Steel. Shri Ram Chandra Prasad Singh, the Union Minister of Steel, will 
host the event. The programme aims to recognise the outstanding contribution of 
metallurgists/engineers working in the field of iron and steel in the areas of 
manufacturing, research and development, design, education, waste management, 
and energy conservation, as well as their specific contribution to achieving 
Atmnirbhar Bharat’s objectives.  

 After extensive discussions with the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) about how to 
rationalise the awards in keeping with the vision of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, the 
Ministry of Steel established the National Metallurgist Award.  

 The name of the award was changed from National Metallurgist Day Award to 
National Metallurgist Awards, the eligibility restrictions were relaxed to broaden the 
nomination pool, the number of awards was lowered to raise the award’s profile and 
emphasis, and so on. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI caps lending limits of NBFCs to bring them on a par with those of banks  
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened the rules for non -banking finance 

companies (NBFCs) relating to their large exposures. RBI capped aggregate exposure 
of NBFCs which are in the upper layer toward one entity at 20% of the capital base. 
The limit can only be extended by another 5% with the board’s approval.  

 For a particular borrower group, the cap is at 25%, with an additional 10% if 
exposure is towards infrastructure. The upper-layer NBFCs are typically the top 10 
ones in terms of asset size. However, NBFCs that are into infrastructure finance can 
have exposure of 25 per cent, with an option of an additional 5 per cent of Tier I 
capital to a single counterparty. For a group  of connected counterparties, 
infrastructure companies can have an exposure of 35 per cent of Tier -I capital. These 
norms will come into effect from October 1, 2022.  
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NATIONAL 
India's first portable solar rooftop system unveiled in Gujarat 

 The first portable solar rooftop system in India has been inaugurated at 
Swaminarayan Akshardham temple complex in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. The 10 
Photovoltaic PV Port system has been manufactured by New Delhi -based Servotech 
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Power Systems Ltd and designed by the German development agency Deutsche 
Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). The systems have been 
installed under the initiative of the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy to 
develop renewable energy cities across India. 

 The PV Ports have been manufactured by New Delhi -based Servotech Power Systems 
Ltd (SPSL), a leading maker of high-end solar products like LEDs, oxygen 
concentrators and EV charging equipment under the Make in India project, it added. 
The PV Port system is highly cost-effective, requires low maintenance, has a long 
shelf life of 25-30 years, can be easily installed by a single person and is ideal for the 
Indian climate. 

 
SC reconstitutes oversight expert panel for Delhi -Dehradun Expressway 

 The Supreme Court of India has reconstituted the expert committee to monitor the 
compensatory afforestation and other mitigation measures for the Delhi -Dehradun 
Economic Corridor Expressway project. The independent 12 -member expert 
committee was formed by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to be headed by 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand.  

 The Director-General of Forests, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change will be the Chairperson of the reconstituted Committee.  

 Chandra Prakash Goyal is currently appointed as the Director -General of Forests and 
Special Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. 

 
Defence Secy inaugurates 8th National Level Pollution Response Exercise by Coast Guard  

 The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) kicked off the 8th edition of the two -day National Level 
Pollution Response Exercise, ‘NATPOLREX -VIII’, on April 19, 2022, off Mormugao 
harbour, Goa. The marine spill preparedness exercise was inaugurated by Defence 
Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar. The exercise is being attended by more than 85 
participants from 50 agencies, including 29 observers from 22 friendly foreign 
countries & International Organisations and two Coast Guard ships from Sri Lanka 
and Bangladesh. 

 The objective of NATPOLREX-VIII is to enhance the preparedness and response 
capability of all the stakeholders in combating marine spills.  

 It aims at validating the procedures and guidelines as contained in the National Oil 
Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOSDCP) at the national and regional levels under 
the aegis of SACEP MoU to which India is a member state.  

 
 SPORTS 

Gukesh wins La Roda International Open chess title in style 
 Indian Grandmaster Dommaraju Gukesh has clinched the 48th La Roda International 

Open chess tournament title in Castile-La Mancha, Spain. He defeated Israel’s Victor 
Mikhalevski in the final round. GM Haik M. Martirosyan from Armenia placed second 
with 7.5 points. Indian GM Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa finished third followed by 
Raunak Sadhwani (India), Manuel Lopez Martinez Josep (Spain) and Ramon Martinez 
(Venezuela). 
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 IMPORTANT DAYS 

UN Chinese Language Day 2022: 20th April 
 The UN Chinese Language Day is observed on April 20 annually. The day has been 

chosen to pay tribute to Cangjie, who is a mythical figure who is presumed to have 
invented Chinese characters about 5,000 years ago.  

 The UN Department of Public Information established the day in 2010 to celebrate 
multilingualism and cultural diversity as well as promote equal use of all six of its 
official working languages throughout the organization. The 1st Chinese Language 
Day was celebrated in 2010 on the 12th of November, but since 2011 the date has 
been on the 20th of April. The day celebrates multilingualism and cultural diversity 
as well as promotes equal use of all six of its official working languages throughout 
the organization. 

 
 AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

IndusInd Bank bags global 'Celent Model Bank' Award for its Enterprise Payments Hub 
(EPH) initiative 

 IndusInd Bank has been awarded the global ‘Celent Model Bank’ award under the 
category of ‘Payments System Transformation’ for building a best -in-class Enterprise 
Payments Hub (EPH). The award recognises the Bank’s outstanding journey in 
creating a cloud-based central payments hub. The award is given by Celent, leading 
research and advisory firm focused on technology for financial institutions globally. 
This payment hub is capable of seamlessly processing high transaction loads 
originating across all forms of payment instructions, and across all originating client 
touchpoints. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

World Bank slashes global growth forecast to 3.2% from 4.1%  
 The World Bank has lowered the global growth forecast for 2022 to 3.2%. Earlier this 

was estimated at 4.1%. The downward revision is due to the impact of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine on the world economy. The reason for lowering the projection is 
that people are facing reduced commercial activity and trade, and the debt crisis and 
currency depreciations have placed a heavy burden on the poor. The world is also 
facing reversals in development in education, health and gender equality.  

  
World's First "Crypto-Backed" Payment Card Launched By Nexo 

 London-based Cryptocurrency lender, Nexo has joined hands with global payments 
company Mastercard to launch the world’s first “crypto -backed” payment card. 
Electronic money firm DiPocket is Nexo’s  card issuer. The card requires no minimum 
repayments, monthly, or inactivity fees. There are no FX fees for up to 20,000 euros 
per month. Interest remains at 0% for customers who maintain a loan -to-value ratio 
of 20% or below. 

 This move by crypto and incumbent financial networks forces digital assets to 
become more mainstream. Initially, The card will be available in selected European 
countries. There are no restrictions on how much a customer can spend or withdraw 
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from the open credit line and interest is  only paid on the amount of credit actually 
used. 

 
IMF slashes India's FY23 GDP growth forecast to 8.2% 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has slashed the gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth forecast for India in FY23 to 8.2 per cent in its latest World  Economic 
Outlook report, released on April 19, 2022. Earlier in January report, this was 
estimated at 9 per cent. IMF has also cut India’s FY24 GDP growth forecast to 6.9 per 
cent. Earlier this was 7.1 per cent. In the case of the global economy, IMF has cut the 
growth forecast for the calendar year 2022 to 3.6 per cent from 4.4 per cent.  
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INTERNATIONAL 
Tropical Storm Megi: Landslides and floods kill 167 in Philippines  

 Tropical Storm Megi wreaked havoc on the Philippines, killing at least 167 people in 
landslides and floods. According to the national disaster organisation, another 110 
persons are missing, and 1.9 million people have been impacted. Hillside avalanches 
and overflowing rivers wreaked havoc on the villages surrounding Baybay city in 
central Leyte province. 

 Tropical Storm Megi, also known as Tropical Storm Agaton in the Philippines, was a 
minor but devastating tropical storm that hit the Philippines in April 2022.  

 It’s the third tropical depression and second tropical storm of the typhoon season in 
the Pacific for 2022. 

 Megi arose from a convection zone in the Philippine Sea, travelling northwestward 
into the Leyte Gulf, where it stayed nearly stationary, slowly tracking eastward . 

 
 NATIONAL 

BRO to build world's highest tunnel at 16,580 feet to connect Himachal to Ladakh through 
Shinku La Pass 

 BRO Director General Lieutenant General Rajeev Chaudhary announced that the 
Border Roads Organisation will build the world’s highest tunnel at Shinku La Pass, at 
16,580 feet, to connect Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh. He said this while opening the 
strategically crucial Himachal to Zanskar Road at Shinku La Pass, where more than a 
half-dozen vehicles crossed from the Zanskar side towards Manali.  

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO), according to Lieutenant General Rajeev 
Chaudhary of PTI, would begin construction of the tunnel connecting Himachal 
Pradesh and the Zanskar Valley in Ladakh by July this year. He stated that the Centre 
has already established BRO’s ‘Mission Yojak’ to carry out this ambitious project.  

 The tunnel, which is expected to be completed by 2 025, will transform the economy 
of Zanskar Valley, according to the official.  

 Currently, one must travel 101 kilometres on the Leh route from Manali to Darcha, 
then turn left towards Shinku La Pass and enter Zanskar valley.  
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 The tunnel’s south portal will be at Shinku La, and the tunnel’s north portal will be at 
Lhakhang. 

 The D-G praised BRO personnel’s efforts in reopening the Shinku La -Padum and 
Manali-Leh roads in record time. 

 
First IT Training & Services centre of Ethosh Digital inaugurated in Leh  

 Leh has taken the first step in building an IT sector. SS Khandare, the Additional 
Director General of Police for Ladakh, has opened Ethosh Digital’s first IT Training 
and Services centre in Leh. 

 Ethosh Digital is a multinational company established in Californ ia that specialises in 
digital communications and AR-VR products. Ethosh Digital was assisted in 
establishing the first IT office in Ladakh by Aseem Foundation, a Pune -based NGO 
that works in India’s border regions in the sectors of education, business, he alth, 
sports, and sustainable development. 

 
 SPORTS 

Haryana crowned champions of Senior Hockey Nationals  
 Haryana has emerged as the champions of the 12th Senior Men’s National Hockey 

Championship by defeating Tamil Nadu 3-1 in the shootout after the final ended 1-1 
in the regulation time. The tournament was held in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh from 
April 6 to 17, 2022. Haryana has won the trophy for the first time since 2011. 
Karnataka prevailed over Maharashtra 4-3 in the third/fourth place classification 
match. 

 
 OBITURY 

Noted Odia singer and musician Prafulla Kar passes away at 83  
 Popular Odia singer and music director Prafulla Kar has passed away following age -

related ailments. Kar was an eminent musician, singer, lyricist, writer and columnist. 
He received the prestigious Padma Shri award in 2015.  

 He started his career as a singer in 1962 with the Odia film Shri Shri Patita Pabana. In 
1975, he became a music composer in the film Mamata which turned out to be an 
instant hit. Some of the movies which would forever carry the legacy of his 
melodious music are Batighara, Shesha Shrabana, Sindura Bindu, Bandhu Mahanti, 
Balidaan and Ram Balaram. 

  
APPOINTMENS & RESIGNATIONS 

Karnataka appoints Robin Uthappa as brand ambassador for Brain Health Initiative  
 The Karnataka State Government in association with NIMHANS and Niti Ayog 

launched the Karnataka Brain Health Initiative (Ka-BHI) in January. Indian cricketer 
Robin Uthappa has been recently appointed as the brand ambassador for Karnataka - 
Brain Health Initiative (Ka-BHI). Training of doctors and preparations to start Brain 
Health Clinics in the three pilot hospitals has also commenced.  

 While training of doctors and preparations to start Brain Health Clinics in the three 
pilot hospitals – Jayanagar General hospital in Bengaluru Urban, SNR Hospital in 
Kolar and District Hospital in Chickballapur has begun.  
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Lt Gen Manoj Pande first engineer to be appointed new Army chief  

 Lieutenant General Manoj Pande has been appointed as the next Chief of Army Staff. 
Lt Gen Pande is the incumbent Vice-Chief of the Army. He will take over from 
General MM Naravane, who is set to retire on April 30, 2022. Lt Gen Manoj Pande is 
the first-ever officer from the Corps of Engineers to be appointed as Army Chief.  

 He has served as chief engineer in the UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea. He was the 
Commander-in-Chief Andaman and Nicobar Command (CINCAN) from June 2020 to 
May 2021. Outgoing army chief Gen MM Naravane is seen as the frontrunner for the 
Chief of Defence Staff’s (CDS) post,  that has been vacant since the death of India’s 
first CDS Gen Bipin Rawat in an air crash last December.  

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Liver Day 2022 :19 th April 
 World Liver Day is observed on 19 April annually to spread awareness about the 

causes of liver disease and tips for its prevention so as to take holistic care of the 
liver. The liver is the second largest and the second most complex organ in the body, 
after the brain. It performs crucial body functions and is associated with a person’s 
digestion, immunity, metabolism, and nutrition storage. The liver regulates blood 
sugar, removes toxic substances from the body, helps blood clot, and controls 
cholesterol levels. 

 
 BOOKS & AUTHOR 

Book “The Boy Who Wrote a Constitution” authored by Rajesh Talwar  
 On the occasion of Dr BR Ambedkar’s 131st birth anniversary, a new book titled “The 

Boy Who Wrote a Constitution: A play for Children on Human Rights” authored by 
Rajesh Talwar, a fact-based drama on Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar’s own recollections 
of his childhood has been released. It is published by Ponytale Books. Talwar’s also 
authored books include “The Vanishing of Subhash Bose”, “Gandhi, Ambedkar, and 
the Four-Legged Scorpion”, and “Aurangzeb”.  

 This book conveys to the children about the challenging boyhood and  grown-up 
years of Ambedkar who had written the Constitution of India and became India’s 
first law minister. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
UN: COVID plunged 77 million into poverty before Ukraine war  

 According to a United Nations report released, the pandemic pushed 77 million 
additional people into severe poverty last year, and many developing nations are 
unable to recover due to the heavy cost of loan repayments — and that was before 
the extra burden of the crisis in Ukraine.  

 According to the research, rich countries might use historic amounts of money 
borrowed at ultra-low interest rates to help them recover from epidemic slumps.  
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 The poorest countries, on the other hand, spent billions of dollars servicing their 
debts and faced considerably higher borrowing costs, prohibiting them from 
investing in education and health care, environmental protection, and inequality 
reduction. 

 
 NATIONAL 

PM Modi unveils 108-ft tall Lord Hanuman statue in Gujarat's Morbi  
 The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has unveiled a 108 ft statue of Lord 

Hanuman ji in Morbi, Gujarat, at the Ashram of Bapu Keshvanand ji, via video 
conferencing, on the occasion of Hanuman Jayanti. This statue is the second among 
the four statues being built in the four directions across the country, as part of the 
‘Hanumanji Char Dham’ project.  

 The first such grand statue of Hanuman Ji was inaugurated in the North in Shimla, 
Himachal Pradesh in 2010. The statue at Morbi has been set up in the West. The 
third statue will be set up in the South at Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. Similarly, the 
final statue will be established in East in West Bengal.  

 
India elected to four UN ECOSOC Bodies 2022 

 India has been elected to the United Nations Economic and Social Council’s (ECOSOC) 
four major bodies, including the Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development. To the Committee for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
Ambassador Preeti Saran has been re-elected. In 2018, she was first elected to the 
Asia Pacific seat on the UN’s Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. On 
1st January 2019, her first four-year term began. 
The 4 bodies to which India has been elected 
 The Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
 The Commission for Social Development 
 The Committee on Non-Governmental Organisations 
 The Commission on Science and Technology for Development  

 
Manipur CM Biren Singh: 165 tall Indian National Flag to be installed at I NA Headquarter 
Complex 

 Manipur chief minister, N Biren Singh announced that a 165 -foot-high Indian 
national flag, the tallest in the Northeast, would be hoisted at the Indian National 
Army (INA) headquarters complex in Moirang in Manipur’s Bishnupur distri ct, for 
which a pole had already been erected. 

 According to Singh, as part of the 100-day action plan, union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will visit the state and unfurl the Indian national flag.  

 He was speaking at the INA Martyr’s Memorial Complex in Moirang, 45 kilometres 
south of Imphal, where the 78th Anniversary of Flag Hoisting Day was observed.  

 The state government had already purchased land for the construction of the new 
INA memorial hall and construction work had begun.  

 Various performers presented cultural programmes such as Dhol-Dholok Cholom and 
Thang Ta during the observation.  
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 SPORTS 

New Zealand Fast Bowler Hamish Bennett announced retirement from all forms of cricket  
 The 35-year-old, New Zealand pacer (fast bowler) Hamish Bennett, has announced 

his retirement from his 17-year-old cricket career with the 2021/22 season as the 
last one. Before retiring, Bennett represented New Zealand in T20I against 
Bangladesh in Mirpur, Pakistan in September 2021.  

 Hamish Bennett made his international debut in Oct ober 2010 and represented New 
Zealand in one Test, 19 One Day International (ODIs) and 11 Twenty -20 
Internationals (T20Is). Overall, he picked up 33 wickets in ODIs and 10 wickets in 
T20Is. 

 
 OBITURY 

Veteran Producer, Gol Maal Actor Manju Singh Dies At 73  
 Veteran Hindi television presenter and actor, Manju Singh has passed away due to 

cardiac arrest. She was one of the pioneers in the Indian television industry and was 
fondly remembered as didi. She was the anchor of the children’s program, Khel 
Khilone for 7 years. She started her career as a television producer in 1983 with the 
Show theme, 1st sponsored show on Indian Television. From 1984 onwards, Ek 
Kahani, prime a time series based on literary shorts.  

 
 IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Heritage Day 2022: 18 th April 
 Every year on April 18, the United Nations commemorates World Heritage Day. The 

Day is observed to preserve the human heritage and recognize the efforts of the 
organizations working for it. Monuments and ancient buildings are an asset to the 
world. They make for the rich heritage of the nation.  

 Since 1983, the International Council on Monuments and Sites has set a theme 
around which events are centred on the day. The theme for World Heritage Day 2022 
is “Heritage and Climate”.  

 The International Day for Monuments and Sites was proposed by the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) on 18 April 1982 and approved by the 
General Assembly of UNESCO in 1983. 

 
World Hemophilia Day 2022 :17 th April                                     

 World Hemophilia Day is observed globally on 17 April every year. This day is 
observed to raise awareness for hemophilia and other bleeding disorders. The date 
was chosen in honour of the World Federation of Hemophilia founder Frank Schnabel 
birthday. This year is the 31st  edition of World Haemophilia Day.  

 This year, the theme of the day has been kept as ‘Access for All: Partnership. Policy. 
Progress. Engaging your government, integrating inherited bleeding disorders into 
national policy.’ The aim is to sensitize people and  governments on the disease and 
achieve better diagnosis by providing people with access to healthcare.  
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 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Paytm becomes official digital payments partner for Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya  
 Paytm has become an official digital payments partner for the prime ministers’ 

museum. It is offering its payment gateway, EDC (Electronic Data Capture) machines 
and QR code payment options to make way for superfast, convenient and secure 
transactions. The museum, which is a tribute to former Prime Ministe rs of India, will 
be opened to the public on April 21, 2022. PM Modi also purchased the first ticket of 
the museum before its inauguration.  

 The museum is built at a cost of Rs. 271 crores. It is constructed on the site of Teen 
Murti Estate, which served as the home of India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, for 16 years until being converted into the Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library (NMML) following his death. 
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Puducherry LG inaugurated Beach Festival I Sea PONDY-2022 

 In the presence of Chief Minister N. Rangasamy, Lieutenant Governor Dr. Tamilisai 
Soundararajan opened the Puducherry first -ever Beach Festival I Sea PONDY-2022. 

 Gandhi Beach, Pondy Marina, and Sandunes of Paradise Beach in Puducherry will 
host the festival for four days. 

 During the festival, there will be a variety of cultural events and competitions.  
 Pondicherry (or Puducherry) was a French colonial settlement in India until 1954, 

and is currently a Union Territory town bordering the Tamil Nadu state in the 
southeast. 

 
Civil Aviation Ministry’s “UDAN” scheme selected for Prime Minister’s Award for 
Excellence in Public Administration 

 Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) flagship Regional Connectivity Scheme UDAN 
(UdeDeshkaAamNagrik) has been selected for Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence 
in Public Administration 2020 under the category “Innovation (General) – Central”. 

 Government of India has initiated this award to acknowledge, recognize and reward 
extraordinary and innovative work done by Districts and Organizations of 
State/Government. This scheme emphasises on Good Governance, Qualitative 
achievements, and last mile connectivity rather than only on achievement of 
quantitative targets. The award consists of a trophy, scroll and an incentive of Rs 10 
lakhs. 

  
40th edition of govt of India's 'Hunar Haat' festival begins in Mumbai  

 The 40th edition of the Centre's 'Hunar Haat' festival was inaugurated by Union 
Minister Anurag Thakur in Mumbai on Sunday. The festi val, which will conclude on 
April 27, is aimed at promoting ancestral crafts from remote areas of India. 
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According to the officials, the event has provided employment opportunities to over 
9 lakh artisans in a span of 6 years.  

 
The sixth anniversary of the National Agriculture Market 

 e-NAM marks the sixth anniversary of the National Agriculture Market (e -NAM), a 
pan-India electronic trade network. To ease online trade of agricultural 
commodities, the flagship programme incorporates physical wholesale mandis  and 
markets from several States and Union Territories. The Small Farmers Agribusiness 
Consortium is implementing e-NAM, which was launched on April 14th in 2016 by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It is completely funded by the Central Government.  

 The National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a pan-India electronic trading system that 
connects the existing APMC mandis to form a unified national agricultural 
commodities market. Under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare of the 
Government of India, the Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the key 
agency for implementing eNAM. 

 
 SPORTS 

Joe Root steps down as England Test captain 
 Joe Root steps down holding the record for having the most matches and wins as an 

England men's Test captain; Root, who replaced Sir Alastair Cook as skipper in 2017, 
says he "looks forward to helping the next captain".  

 The 31-year-old, who succeeded Sir Alastair Cook as captain in 2017, ends his tenure 
with the most matches (64) and wins (27) as an England men's Test s kipper. 

 Root's decision follows a run of just one win in England's last 17 Test matches, 
stretching back to February 2021, which ended with a series defeat in the West 
Indies last month. 

 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

IIT Guwahati, NTPC develop energy-efficient tech for CO2 capture from power plants 
 The Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati, has teamed up with the National 

Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) to design and construct a highly energy -efficient 
CO2 collection system from power plants. A research team led by Prof. Bishnupada 
Mandal, Department of Chemical Engineering, IIT Guwahati, developed this 
indigenous technique, which could be copyrighted soon.  

 The oil, natural gas, and biogas industries, as well as petroleum refineries, will 
benefit from the pro ject’s outputs. 

 It also has the potential to save India money in terms of foreign exchange.  
 This project will also assist and strengthen the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) through its research and education.  
 

 APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 
HDFC Bank re-appoints Renu Karnad as director 

 HDFC Bank board of administrators permitted the re -appointment of Renu Karnad as 
Non-Executive Director for a interval of 5 years with impact from September 3, 2022.  
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 Karnad was a nominee of the dad or mum Housing Deve lopment Finance Corporation 
Limited (HDFC). 

 As per HDFC Bank, Karnad brings along with her wealthy expertise and information 
of the mortgage sector, having been related to the true property and mortgage trade 
in India for over 40 years. 

 Notably, Karnad just isn’t debarred from holding the workplace of director by 
advantage of any SEBI order or another such authority. She just isn’t associated to 
any director of the Bank. 

 
 BANKING AND ECONOMY 

12th April 2022: 128th Foundation Day of PNB 
 Punjab National Bank, India’s second -largest bank has celebrated its 128th 

Foundation Day on April 12, 2022. On the occasion of foundation day, MD & CEO of 
PNB, Atul Kumar Goel has launched a cardless cash withdrawal service and a virtual 
debit card for its customers. Bank also launched various services on its mobile app 
named PNB One for safe banking transactions.  

 PNB was established by the great freedom fighter Lala Lajpat Rai, proudly known as 
Sher-e-Punjab (Lion of Punjab) in 1894 as the First Swadeshi Bank after being 
influenced by the swadeshi movement.  

 
Fino Payments Bank to buy minority stake in New Delhi -based fintech Paysprint 

 Fino Payments Bank announced that its board of directors has approved a 12.19 
percent minority strategic investment in New Delhi-based fintech Paysprint Pvt Ltd. 
Fino Payments Bank is making its first strategic investment since becoming public. 
This is in addition to the bank’s Fino 2.0 projects, which include many internal 
programmes aimed at creating a digital ecosystem for its customers. 

 Paysprint, a profitable fintech, is a fast-growing financial technology firm that 
provides next-generation application programming interfaces (APIs) in banking, 
payments, travel, lending, insurance, and investment, among other fields.  

 Paysprint’s co-founder and CEO, S Anand, said the fintech company is excited to 
collaborate with Fino Payments Bank and combine technical knowledge to develop 
innovative banking products and solutions that will increase consumer acceptance.  

 Paysprint completed its first full year of operations in FY22, with an annual GMV of 
Rs 5,500 crore.  

  
 


