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Weekly Current Affairs PDF Feb 25 to March 02, 2024 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 02, 2024 
 

NATIONAL 
Nagaland assembly adopts resolution on FMR; asks Centre to reconsider decision 

 The Nagaland legislative assembly has unanimously adopted a resolution against the central 

government’s decision to fence the Indo-Myanmar border and suspend the Free Movement Regime 

(FMR) agreement with Myanmar. 

 
Exercise Samudra Laksamana: Strengthening Indo-Malaysian Maritime Cooperation 

 Exercise Samudra Laksamana, a significant bilateral maritime exercise between India and Malaysia, is 

currently underway from February 28 to March 2, 2024, off the coast of Visakhapatnam. 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Indian Scientists Create Eco Wound Dressings with Banana fibers 
 The Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST), an autonomous institute affiliated 

with the Department of Science and Technology, have successfully converted banana pseudo stems—

commonly regarded as agricultural waste. 

 

OBITUARY 
Veteran Congress Leader and Former UP Governor Aziz Qureshi Passes Away 

 Aziz Qureshi, a seasoned Congress leader and former Governor of Uttar Pradesh, who passed away at 

the age of 83. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Anurag Agarwal Appointed as Head of Parliament Security 

 IPS officer Anurag Agarwal has been appointed as the new head of Parliament security. 

 
RBI Appoints S. Ravindran as Part-Time Chairman of Tamilnad Mercantile Bank 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has taken a significant step by appointing S. Ravindran as the part-time 

chairman of Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd. (TMB). 

About Tamilnad Mercantile Bank: 

 Ltd Headquarters: Thoothukudi; 

 Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd CEO: K V Rama Moorthy (Sept 2017–); 

 Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd Founded: 11 May 1921. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Wildlife Day 2024, Date, Theme, History and Significance 

 World Wildlife Day, celebrated annually on March 3, serves as a poignant reminder of the urgent need 

to protect and preserve the world’s fauna and flora.  

 The inception of World Wildlife Day traces back to a proposal made by Thailand to the United Nations 

General Assembly in 2013.  

 The theme for World Wildlife Day 2024, “Connecting People and Planet: Exploring Digital Innovation 

in Wildlife Conservation,” 
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SUMMITS AND MOU’S 

India and Nicaragua Sign Historic MoU on Pharmacopoeia Recognition 
 India and Nicaragua have forged a significant partnership in the field of pharmaceutical regulation 

through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Pharmacopoeia recognition. 

 India’s Ambassador to Nicaragua, Dr. Sumit Seth, and Nicaragua’s Minister of Health, Dr. Martha 

Reyes, signed the MoU on Pharmacopoeia cooperation between the two nations.  

 Global Recognition is established in 1955. 

About Nicaragua: 

 Capital: Managua; 

 Currency: Nicaraguan Córdoba; 

 President: Daniel Ortega; 

 Continent: North America. 

 
Google Partners with Shakti to Combat Online Misinformation and Deepfakes 

 Google has taken a significant step to bolster the fight against online misinformation by announcing its 

support for Shakti, a consortium of news publishers and fact-checkers.  

 Shakti emerges as a pan-India network, orchestrated by DataLEADS in collaboration with the 

Misinformation Combat Alliance. 

About Google: 

 Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin 

 Parent organization: Alphabet Inc. 

 Founded: 4 September 1998, Menlo Park, California, United States 

 Google CEO: Sundar Pichai (2 Oct 2015–) 

 
BOOKS AND AUTHORS 

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik releases book titled ‘FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023’ 
 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik released the coffee table book titled ‘FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 

World Cup 2023’.  

 The book, a publication by Sportstar, the esteemed sports magazine of The Hindu Group, encapsulates 

the essence and excitement of the 15th FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup held in 2023. 

 FIH Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 was a monumental event for Odisha, hosting the prestigious 

tournament at two prime locations: Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 01, 2024 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Ghana Parliament Passes Anti-LGBTQ Bill 

 Ghana’s parliament has approved a controversial anti-LGBTQ bill, the Human Sexual Rights and 

Family Values Bill, which awaits presidential assent.  

About Ghana: 

Capital: Accra; 

Currency: Ghanaian Cedi; 

President: Nana Akufo-Addo 

 

NATIONAL 
DGCA Penalizes Air India ₹30 Lakh For 80-Year-Old Passenger’s Demise 

 On February 12, upon arriving at Mumbai airport from New York on an Air India flight, an 80-year-old 

passenger, who had pre-booked a wheelchair, chose to walk due to the unavailability of one. 
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 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulatory body in the field of Civil Aviation, 

primarily dealing with safety issues. 

 

‘Tawi Festival’ In Jammu to kick off on March 1, 2024, For Four Days 
 Jammu & Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM) SHGs prepare for their debut at the 4-day 

‘Tawi Festival’ in Jammu. 

 The initiative, in collaboration with the Amar Mahal Museum and Library (AMML), is designed to 

provide a platform for these women to exhibit their talents and achieve economic empowerment. 

 

Zoological Survey of India Names New Marine Species after President Droupadi Murmu 
 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has identified and named a new species of marine head-shield sea 

slug discovered along the West Bengal and Odisha coasts. Named Melanochlamys droupadi. 

About Zoological Survey of India: 

Headquarters: Kolkata; 

Founded: 1 July 1916; 

Director: Dr. Dhriti Banerjee; 

Founder: Government of India. 

 

Telangana Government Introduces One-Time Scheme 
 The Telangana state government has issued a directive for the adoption of the One Time Scheme (OTS) 

across all urban local bodies (ULBs), including the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC). 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
DRDO Successfully Tests Very Short-Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has conducted two successful flight 

tests of the Very Short-Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) missile on February 28th and 29th, 

2024. 

 VSHORADS, a Man Portable Air Defence System (MANPAD), has been designed and developed 

indigenously by the Research Centre Imarat (RCI) in collaboration with other DRDO laboratories and 

Indian industry partners.  

About DRDO:  

Founded: 1958 

Headquarters: New Delhi 

Agency executive:Sameer V. Kamat, Chairman  

 

OBITUARY 
Brian Mulroney, Former Canadian Prime Minister, Passes Away at 84 

 Brian Mulroney, the former Canadian Prime Minister known for his transformative policies and 

complex legacy, has died at the age of 84.  

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
IPS Officer Daljit Singh Chaudhary Named NSG’s New Director General 

 Daljit Singh Chaudhary, a 1990 batch IPS officer, has been appointed as the Director General (DG) of 

the National Security Guard (NSG). 
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SUMMITS AND MOU’S 

NTPC Green Energy Ltd Partners with MAHAGENCO to Develop Renewable Energy Parks in Maharashtra 
 NTPC Green Energy Limited (NGEL) partners with Maharashtra State Power Generation Company 

Limited (MAHAGENCO) to develop Renewable Energy Parks in Maharashtra. 

 

MoSPI Signs MoU with ISRO on Urban Frame Survey using Bhuvan 
 National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

(MoSPI) has partnered with the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) under the Indian Space 

Research Organization (ISRO) to digitize the Urban Frame Survey (UFS) using advanced Geo ICT tools 

and techniques through the Bhuvan Platform. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- February 29, 2024 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Peru declares dengue health emergency 

 Peru has declared a health emergency in response to the escalating cases of dengue fever across the 

nation. Health Minister Cesar Vasquez announced on Monday that over 31,000 cases of dengue have 

been reported within the first eight weeks of 2024, resulting in 32 fatalities. 

 The emergency declaration will encompass 20 out of Peru’s 25 regions. 

 

NATIONAL 
Government declares Muslim Conference Jammu & Kashmir (Sumji faction) and Muslim Conference Jammu 
& Kashmir (Bhat faction) as Unlawful Associations 

 The central government, under Section 3 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, has declared 

two factions of the Muslim Conference in Jammu & Kashmir as unlawful associations. 

 Numerous criminal cases, including those under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, 

registered against the Sumji faction and its members. 

 
Amit Shah Inaugurates Swaminarayan Institute of Medical Science and Research in Gujarat 

 Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah, along with Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel and 

other dignitaries, inaugurated the ‘Swaminarayan Institute of Medical Science and Research’ at the Shri 

Swaminarayan Vishwamangal Gurukul in Kalol, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  

  
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

Ravindra Kumar assumes charge as Director (Operations) of NTPC 
 Ravindra Kumar, the newly appointed Director-Operations at NTPC Ltd, brings over three decades of 

rich experience and expertise in the power sector. 

 
PayU names Renu Sud Karnad as chairperson and independent director 

 PayU Payments Private Ltd, a prominent fintech arm of the global consumer internet group Prosus, has 

announced the appointment of Renu Sud Karnad as the chairperson and independent director. 

 
BOOKS AND AUTHORS 

A book title “Basic Structure and Republic” Released by Governor P. S. Sreedharan Pillai 
 Governor Shri P. S. Sreedharan Pillai unveiled his latest literary contribution, “Basic Structure and 

Republic,” marking his 212th publication.  

 The ceremony was adorned by the gracious presence of His Gracious H. G. Mar Joseph Perumthottam, 

Archbishop of Changanacherry, Kerala, and Shri.  

https://www.toprankers.com/
http://www.toprankers.com
http://www.toprankers.com


             

Head Office: 127,   Zone II, MP Nagar, Bhopal |+91-7676564400| https://www.toprankers.com                              

 

5 
 Subhash Shirodkar, Minister for Water Resource Development, Co-Operation, and Provedoria, 

highlighting the significance of the occasion. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
Jana Small Finance Bank, Dvara Money partner for digital banking 

 Dvara Money, a leading fintech company, has announced a strategic partnership with Jana Small 

Finance Bank Limited (Jana SFB).  

 
India’s Weightage Surges on MSCI Global Standard Index 

 India’s weightage in the MSCI Global Standard (Emerging Markets) index has reached a historic high of 

18.2% following MSCI’s February review. This surge, nearly doubling since November 2020. 

 
RIL signs deal with Disney to merge Viacom18 and Star India 

 Reliance Industries (RIL) has unveiled a significant merger deal with Viacom18 Media and The Walt 

Disney Company, aimed at forming a joint venture (JV) that will integrate the operations of Viacom18 

and Star India. 

 Nita M. Ambani appointed as Chairperson of the JV, bringing her visionary leadership to the forefront. 

 

Amazon Pay Receives Final RBI Approval as Payment Aggregator 
 Amazon Pay, the fintech arm of Amazon India, has secured a payment aggregator license from the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 

Current Affairs PDF- February 28, 2024 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
New Zealand to Repeal Anti-Tobacco Law 

 New Zealand, under Prime Minister Christopher Luxon's coalition government, is repealing the law 

banning tobacco sales to future generations, originally enacted during Jacinda Arden's tenure. 

 

NATO Launches Steadfast Defender 2024 Military Exercise 
 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) launched its largest military exercise in Europe in decades, 

Steadfast Defender 2024, in late January 2024. 

 This large-scale operation, conducted against the backdrop of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

About NATO: 
Secretary-General: Jens Stoltenberg; 
Founded: 4 April 1949, Washington, D.C., United States; 
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium. 

 

NATIONAL 
Uttarakhand to Become Third State Enacting Law Holding Rioters Liable For Damages 

 The Uttarakhand government will introduce a bill to hold rioters responsible for damage to both 

government and private property. In the upcoming budget session, they intend to present the 

Uttarakhand Public and Private Property Damage Recovery Bill. 

 Uttarakhand is poised to become the third state, after Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, to enact such a law. 

 

PM Narendra Modi Inaugurates ISRO’s Second Spaceport in Tamil Nadu 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for the Indian Space Research Organisation’s 

(ISRO) second spaceport in Kulasekarapattinam, Tamil Nadu. 
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 Government Launches ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye’ Campaign in Higher Educational Institutions 

 The government has announced the initiation of the ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye’ campaign in 

higher educational institutions nationwide starting from February 27, 2024. 

 
Government Forms Expert Committee, chaired by Finance Secretary T V Somanathan, for Uniform KYC 
Norms 

 The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) regarding the need for uniform Know Your 

Customer (KYC) norms, the government has taken action by establishing an expert committee. Headed 

by Finance Secretary T V Somanathan. 

 

SPORTS 
Namibia’s Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton Smashes Fastest T20I Hundred 

 Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton, the dynamic Namibian batter, etched his name in cricketing history by scoring 

the fastest T20 International (T20I) century in a blistering innings against Nepal in 33 Deliveries. 

About ICC:  
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates; 
Founded: 15 June 1909; 
CEO: Geoff Allardice; 
Chairman: Greg Barclay. 

  
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

World Gold Council appoints De Beers’ Sachin Jain as chief executive officer 
 The World Gold Council (WGC), representing global gold miners, has named Sachin Jain as its new 

CEO for India, effective from March. 

About World Gold Council: 
CEO: David Tait; 
President: Kelvin Dushnisky; 
Founded: 1987; 
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom. 

 
Justice A M Khanwilkar Appointed Lokpal Chairperson 

 Justice Ajay Manikrao Khanwilkar has been appointed as the chairperson of the Lokpal, the anti-

corruption ombudsman of India. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
National Science Day 2024:28th February 

 National Science Day is celebrated annually on 28th February in India to commemorate the discovery of 

the ‘Raman Effect’ by Indian physicist Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman. 

 The theme for National Science Day 2024 is ‘Indigenous Technologies for Viksit Bharat’, emphasizing 

the importance of promoting scientific, technological, and innovation skills.  

 National Science Day traces its origins to the discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’ by Sir C.V. Raman on 

28th February 1928. 

 This groundbreaking discovery marked a significant contribution to the field of physics, earning Sir 

C.V. Raman the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.  
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Current Affairs PDF- February 27, 2024 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
Algeria Inaugurates World’s Third-Largest Mosque 

 Algeria celebrated the grand opening of what has been acclaimed as “Africa’s largest mosque” and the 

third-largest mosque in the world. President Abdelmadjid Tebboune presided over the ceremony, 

officially revealing the Great Mosque of Algiers as the world’s third-largest mosque. 

 Originally proposed by former President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the mosque’s inauguration is a 
culmination of his vision for a monumental legacy akin to Morocco’s Mosque Hassan II. 

 
NATIONAL 

PM Modi Inaugurates Sikkim’s First Railway Station in Rangpo 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi ceremonially laid the foundation stone for Sikkim’s inaugural railway 

station in Rangpo. 

 Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya, present at the ceremony, emphasized the pivotal role of the 
railway station in Sikkim’s journey towards progress. He highlighted its alignment with the vision of 
‘Viksit Bharat@2047’ 

 Initially awarded to IRCON International in May 2010 at a cost of Rs 4,084.69 crore. 

  
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Gaganyaan Mission and ISRO Projects Inauguration by PM Modi 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi disclosed the identities of the four pilots currently undergoing training 

for India’s first human space flight mission, Gaganyaan, during his visit to the Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Center (VSSC) in Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram. 

 PM Modi inaugurated three key space infrastructure projects during his visit to Kerala, including the 

PSLV Integration Facility (PIF) at Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

 

NVIDIA & Indian govt Join Forces for Sovereign AI 
 Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Union IT Minister, recently met with Shanker Trivedi, senior vice president at 

NVIDIA, at the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

 
OBITUARY 

Shafiqur Rahman Barq, India’s Oldest MP & Samajwadi Party Leader, Dies at 94 
 Shafiqur Rahman Barq, a senior leader of the Samajwadi Party and MP representing Sambhal, Uttar 

Pradesh passed away. 

 
Karnataka Congress MLA Raja Venkatappa Naik Passes Away 

 Raja Venkatappa Naik, a revered figure in Surapur’s political landscape in Karnataka passed away at the 

age of 66. 

 
SUMMITS AND MOU’S 

US-India Cybersecurity Initiative Launched 
 In a collaborative effort between the US Consulate and the Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industries 

and Agriculture (MCCIA), the first-ever US-India Cyber Security Initiative has been launched. 

 MCCIA Director General Prashant Girbane emphasized the strategic importance of the Initiative for 
citizens, businesses, and governments. 
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8 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

NSSO Survey Shows Poverty Down to 5%: NITI Aayog CEO 
 NITI Aayog CEO B V R Subrahmanyam highlights key findings from the latest NSSO consumer 

expenditure survey, revealing a significant reduction in poverty levels to below 5% in India. 

 The gap between urban and rural consumption has decreased from 84% in 2011-12 to 71% in 2022-23. 
 
Defence Minister Approves Financial Incentive Scheme for Armed Forces Personnel Excelling in Asian Games 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has demonstrated unwavering support for Armed Forces personnel 

who excelled in the 19th Asian Games and 4th Asian Para Games, held in Hangzhou, China, during 

September-October 2023. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- February 26, 2024 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Maryam Nawaz Becomes First Woman Chief Minister of Punjab 

 Maryam Nawaz, the daughter of Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and a senior leader of 

the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party, has achieved a significant political milestone by 

becoming the first woman Chief Minister of Punjab province. 

 

NATIONAL 
India Unveils Largest Solar-Battery Project, Pioneering Renewable Energy Innovation 

 Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has commissioned India’s largest solar-battery energy storage 

system (BESS) in Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh. 

About Projects: 

Capacity: 40 MW / 120 MWh BESS 

Solar PV Plant Capacity: 152.325 MW 

Dispatchable Capacity: 100 MW AC (155.02 MW peak DC) 

Beneficiary: State of Chhattisgarh 

 

SPORTS 
Ashwin Surpasses Kumble to Become India’s Leading Wicket-Taker in Tests at Home 

 Indian off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin etched his name in cricketing history, surpassing legendary 

leg-spinner Anil Kumble to become the leading wicket-taker in Test matches played on Indian soil. 

 Ashwin tally to 351 wickets in Tests played in India. This eclipsed Kumble’s previous record of 350 

wickets achieved in 63 matches. 

 Earlier in the same Test match, Ashwin became the first Indian bowler to reach the landmark of 100 

wickets against England in Test cricket. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
IAF Strengthens Air Defense with Indigenous SAMAR-2 Missile System 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) has taken a significant stride in bolstering the nation’s air defense 

capabilities with the development of the Surface to Air Missile for Assured Retaliation (SAMAR-2) 

missile system.  

 The IAF has rigorously tested the SAMAR system, conducting successful firing trials during the Astra 

Shakti 2023 exercise held at Suryalanka Air Force Station in Andhra Pradesh.  

 

 
 

https://www.toprankers.com/
http://www.toprankers.com
http://www.toprankers.com


             

Head Office: 127,   Zone II, MP Nagar, Bhopal |+91-7676564400| https://www.toprankers.com                              

 

9 
Vimarsh 2023 5G Hackathon 

 Vimarsh 2023 5G Hackathon, a collaborative effort between Telecom Centres of Excellence (TCoE) 

India under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the Bureau of Police Research and 

Development (BPR&D).  

 In the final phase of screening, held at the IIT Madras 5G Testbed on 21st and 22nd February 2024, 22 

out of 23 startups and institutes showcased their Use Case Proof of Concepts (PoC).  

 

OBITUARY 
Legendary Ghazal Singer Pankaj Udhas Passes Away 

 Legendary ghazal singer Pankaj Udhas, died at the age of 72. 

 Udhas’ exceptional talent was acknowledged through numerous prestigious awards, including the 

Filmfare Award, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for Ghazal Singing, and the Padma Shri, India’s 

fourth-highest civilian honor. 

 

Renowned Filmmaker Kumar Shahani Passes Away at 83 
 The Indian film industry is mourning the loss of acclaimed director Kumar Shahani, who passed away at 

the age of 83 in Kolkata. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Vijay Shekhar Sharma Steps Down from Paytm Payments Bank Board 

 Vijay Shekhar Sharma, the Founder and CEO of Paytm, has resigned from his role as part-time non-

executive chairman and board member of Paytm Payments Bank. 

 Vijay Shekhar Sharma, representing One97 Communications Ltd (OCL), has stepped down from his 

position as part-time non-executive chairman and board member of Paytm Payments Bank. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Dr. Aditi Sen De Receives 2023 GD Birla Award 

 In a world propelled by technological advancements, quantum computing emerges as a frontier of 

innovation. At its forefront stands Dr. Aditi Sen De, a distinguished physicist from the Harish Chandra 

Research Institute in Prayagraj. Recently honored with the 2023 GD Birla Award for Scientific 

Excellence. 

 As the first woman recipient of the GD Birla Award for Scientific Excellence, Dr. De’s achievements 

transcend individual recognition. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- February 25, 2024 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
The Indo-Japan “Dharma Guardian” Military Exercise Begins 

 5th edition of the Joint Military Exercise ‘Dharma Guardian’ commenced today at the Mahajan Field 

Firing Ranges in Rajasthan, India.  

 The exercise, scheduled to run from February 25th to March 9th, 2024, brings together the Indian 
Army and the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF). 

 

Vietnam’s National Hydrogen Strategy: Targets 500,000T of clean H2 by 2030 
 Vietnam has set forth an ambitious national hydrogen strategy, aiming to become a significant player in 

the global hydrogen market. With targets ranging from 100,000 to 500,000 tons of clean hydrogen 

production annually by 2030, escalating to 10-20 million tons by 2050. 

 Produce 100,000-500,000 tons of clean hydrogen annually by 2030. 
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UAE Removed from FATF Gray List 

 Less than two years after being demoted to the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) “gray list,” the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) has been swiftly removed. 

 Namibia and Kenya have been placed on the gray list following the latest FATF review. 

 UAE’s addition to the increased monitoring list in March 2022 marked a swift transformation. 

 
Dubai Introduces 5-Year Multiple-Entry Visa for Indian Travelers 

 Dubai’s Department of Economy and Tourism (DET) has announced the introduction of a five-year 

multiple-entry visa aimed at enhancing travel between India and the UAE. 

 
NATIONAL 

Central University of Bihar (CUSB) Achieves Category-1 Status from UGC 

 The Central University of Bihar (CUSB) achieved a significant milestone as the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) granted it Category-1 status. 

 CUSB’s journey to Category-1 status began with its NAAC A++ rating in 2023. 

 
Surrogacy (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2024: MoHFW allows One Donor Gamete for undergoing 
Surrogacy 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) introduced the Surrogacy (Regulation) Amendment 

Rules, 2024 on 21-2-2024, altering the Surrogacy (Regulation) Rules, 2022.  

 

SPORTS 
Anurag Singh Thakur to Set Up Film Certification Facilitation Office in Chandigarh 

 Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, revealed plans for a new 

office of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) in Chandigarh. 

 The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) operates as a statutory body under the Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting, Government of India. 

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

Geeta Batra’s Historic Appointment to the World Bank’s GEF 
 Geeta Batra, a distinguished Indian economist, has been appointed as the Director of the Independent 

Evaluation Office (IEO) of the World Bank’s Global Environment Facility (GEF).  

 This appointment marks a significant milestone, as Batra becomes the first woman from a developing 

country to assume this prestigious role. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
RBI Approves HDFC Bank’s 90% Stake Sale in HDFC Credila 

 HDFC Bank has secured approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for the divestment of a 90% 

stake in HDFC Credila, its education loan subsidiary. 

 HDFC Bank confirmed RBI’s approval via an exchange filing, dated February 23, 2024.  
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