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IMPORTANT ONE LINERS

NATIONAL

Arrest powers under GST regime likely to be removed

In the News: The GST Council is expected to consider major enforcement reforms at its meeting on October 7, 2026,
including a proposal to remove the power of GST officers to arrest taxpayers directly. The proposed framework may
instead require judicial authorisation for arrests and raise the threshold for initiating criminal prosecution in tax-evasion
cases.

Key Points:

e Proposed Removal of Arrest Powers: The proposal seeks to take direct arrest powers away from GST officers and
place arrests under judicial oversight. Tax authorities would, however, continue to retain powers relating to
assessment, recovery of unpaid tax, interest and penalties.

o Higher Prosecution Threshold: The Council may consider increasing the monetary threshold for launching criminal
prosecution to X5 crore. The change is part of a wider effort to distinguish serious tax fraud from procedural or lower-
value violations.

e 57th GST Council Meeting: The proposals are expected to be considered at the 57th meeting of the GST Council on
October 7, 2026. Other issues on the agenda include Input Tax Credit rules, refunds and simplification of GST
administration.

¢  GST Council Framework: The GST Council is a constitutional body created under Article 279A of the Constitution. It is
chaired by the Union Finance Minister and includes representatives of the Union and State governments.

e GST Background: Goods and Services Tax was introduced across India on July 1, 2017 through the constitutional
framework created by the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2016. It replaced several indirect taxes levied by the
Centre and States.

SIR exercise: 8.02 lakh names dropped from Uttarakhand'’s poll roll

In the News: Uttarakhand published its final electoral roll following the Special Intensive Revision, with 71,58,949
registered voters. The figure is about 8.02 lakh lower than the 79,60,762 voters registered when the revision process
began in June 2026, prompting measures to identify eligible voters missing from the new roll.

Key Points:

o Final Electoral Roll: The final list contains 71,58,949 voters, including 37,37,701 men, 34,21,036 women and 212
third-gender voters. The SIR exercise in Uttarakhand began on June 8, 2026.

e Reduction in Voter Numbers: Uttarakhand had 79,60,762 registered voters when the revision began. The final roll is
therefore about 8.02 lakh below the pre-SIR figure, although new voters were also added during the claims and
objections process.

e Re-Enrolment Process: The Election Commission has instructed Booth Level Officers to identify eligible persons who
appeared on the earlier roll but are absent from the final list. Eligible citizens can seek inclusion through Form 6 under
the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

e Special Intensive Revision: SIR involves detailed verification of electoral rolls to identify entries relating to deceased,
shifted, duplicate or otherwise ineligible persons while facilitating enrolment of eligible voters. The Uttarakhand
exercise used July 1, 2026 as its qualifying date.

e Election Commission: The Election Commission of India derives its constitutional authority from Article 324.
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls are principally governed by the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and
the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

As protests against CEC continue, Rahul launches ‘Satyagraha’ digital platform

In the News: Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi launched a digital platform called “Satyagraha” on
October 3, 2026 to bring information about protests and public movements from different parts of India onto a common
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platform. The launch came amid continuing opposition-led protests demanding the resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Key Points:

e Satyagraha Platform: The platform allows groups involved in protests over local or national issues to register their
movements, demands and locations. The information is intended to be displayed through an interactive map covering
different parts of the country.

e Launch and Gandhi Connection: The platform was launched a day after the 157th birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. Its name draws from Gandhi's concept of Satyagraha, which was based on non-violent resistance and
adherence to truth.

e Protests over the CEC: Opposition groups and youth organisations have been holding demonstrations demanding the
resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar. Protesters have raised allegations concerning voter-roll
revisions, while the Election Commission has defended the revision process as necessary for maintaining accurate
rolls.

e Chief Election Commissioner: The CEC heads the Election Commission of India along with the other Election
Commissioners. The Commission is entrusted under Article 324 with the superintendence, direction and control of
elections to Parliament, State legislatures and the offices of President and Vice-President.

¢ Rahul Gandhi's Position: Rahul Gandhi is the Leader of the Opposition in the 18th Lok Sabha. He assumed the position
in 2024 and is also a Member of Parliament in the current Lok Sabha.

Uttar Pradesh Renames Bhadohi as Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi

In the News: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced on October 4, 2026, that Bhadohi district will now
be known as Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi. The announcement was made during a programme in the district where 112
development projects worth more than 1,340 crore were inaugurated or had their foundation stones laid. The change
restores the district’s association with Sant Ravidas.

Key Points:

¢ Renaming of the District: Bhadohi has been renamed Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi in honour of Sant Ravidas, the
medieval Bhakti saint associated with social equality and spiritual devotion. The announcement follows an earlier
commitment made by the Uttar Pradesh government during the 650th birth anniversary year of Sant Ravidas.

¢ History of Bhadohi District: Bhadohi was carved out of Varanasi district on June 30, 1994, becoming the 65th district
of Uttar Pradesh. Its name has changed several times, including periods when it was officially known as Sant Ravidas
Nagar before the name Bhadohi was restored in 2014.

e About Sant Ravidas: Sant Ravidas was an important saint-poet of the Bhakti movement and is associated with the
Nirguna tradition of devotion. His teachings stressed equality, dignity of labour, social harmony and devotion without
discrimination based on caste or social status.

e CarpetIndustry of Bhadohi: Bhadohi is internationally known for its hand-knotted carpet industry and is one of India’s
major carpet-manufacturing centres. The industry provides employment to a large number of artisans and contributes
significantly to handicraft exports.

CJI says Supreme Court did not approve Form 6 changes: What the form is, why it matters

In the News: Chief Justice of India Surya Kant clarified that the Supreme Court had not approved any modified version of
Form 6 used for voter registration. The Court said it would examine Election Commission records to determine whether
the form had been altered and, if so, who authorised the change. The issue arose during litigation concerning electoral-
roll revision.

Key Points:

e Whatis Form 6?: Form 6 is the prescribed application used by an eligible person seeking inclusion of their name in an
electoral roll as a new voter. It is submitted to the Electoral Registration Officer and is prescribed under Rules 13(1)
and 26 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.
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e  Who Uses Form 67: An Indian citizen who has attained, or will attain, 18 years of age on a qualifying date and satisfies
the ordinary-residence requirement may use Form 6 for enrolment. Overseas Indian electors use Form 6A.

e Legal Framework: Preparation and revision of electoral rolls are governed principally by the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. The statutory format of Form 6 is therefore linked to
the rules governing voter registration.

e Issue Before the Supreme Court: The controversy concerned an additional declaration associated with Form 6 during
the Special Intensive Revision process.

e Other Election Forms: Form 7 relates to objection to inclusion or deletion of a name from the electoral roll. Form 8 is
used for correction of entries, shifting of residence, replacement of EPIC and certain other changes to an existing voter
record.

Three High Court Chief Justices Appointed as Supreme Court Judges

In the News: The President of India appointed three serving High Court Chief Justices as Judges of the Supreme Court. The
appointees are Justice Sunita Agarwal, Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh. Their
elevations followed recommendations made by the Supreme Court Collegium on 28 September 2026.

Key Points:

e Three New Supreme Court Judges: Justice Sunita Agarwal was serving as Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court,
Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya as Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court and Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh as Chief
Justice of the Telangana High Court. Justices Agarwal and Upadhyaya have the Allahabad High Court as their parent
High Court, while Justice Singh belongs to the Jharkhand High Court cadre.

e Constitutional Provision: Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President of India under Article 124(2)
of the Constitution after consultation in accordance with the constitutional and judicially evolved appointment
process. A Supreme Court judge holds office until attaining the age of 65 years.

¢ Supreme Court Collegium: The Collegium responsible for recommending appointments to the Supreme Court is
headed by the Chief Justice of India and comprises the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. The present
Collegium system developed through the Supreme Court's Judges Cases rather than through an express constitutional
provision establishing a collegium.

e Appointment Process: The Collegium recommended the three elevations at its meeting on 28 September 2026. The
appointments were subsequently approved by the Union Government and formally made by the President after
consultation with Chief Justice of India Justice Surya Kant.

NABKISAN Lists India’s First WASH Social Bond

In the News: NABKISAN Finance Limited listed India's first Social Bond devoted exclusively to the Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene sector on the National Stock Exchange on 1 October 2026. The issue raised X180 crore and was oversubscribed
1.8 times, reflecting significant investor interest in social-impact financing.

Key Points:

o India's First WASH Social Bond: The bond is specifically designed to finance projects expanding access to safe water,
sanitation and hygiene facilities in rural and underserved communities. WASH stands for Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene and is closely associated with public health and sustainable development.

¢ Financial Details: The bond has a five-year tenure, carries an annual coupon rate of 8.10% and is scheduled to mature
in September 2031. It received CRISIL AAA (Stable) and CARE AAA (Stable) ratings, which represent the highest
domestic credit-rating category.

e About NABKISAN: NABKISAN Finance Limited is an RBI-registered Non-Banking Financial Company and a subsidiary
of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development. It was incorporated in 1997 and has emerged as an
important lender to Farmer Producer Organisations and other rural-sector institutions.

e Social Bonds: Social bonds are debt instruments in which proceeds are earmarked for projects designed to generate
identifiable social benefits. The NABKISAN issue links India's capital market with rural WASH financing and forms
part of the broader growth of sustainable and impact-oriented finance.
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Mountain Guardian 2026: India-UAE Joint Military Exercise

In the News: India and the United Arab Emirates commenced Exercise Mountain Guardian 2026 at the Foreign Training
Node, Chaubatia, Uttarakhand, on 5 October 2026. The joint military exercise will continue until 18 October and focuses
primarily on improving interoperability in mountain warfare.

Key Points:

e Participation: A total of 92 personnel are participating, with equal representation from the Indian Army and UAE
Army. The Indian contingent comprises troops from a Bhairav Battalion, while the UAE contingent consists of
personnel from a Mountain Infantry Battalion.

e Focus on Mountain Warfare: Training includes joint operational planning, tactical drills, firing practices,
surveillance-grid establishment, drone operations, rock climbing and obstacle training. Integrated field exercises are
designed to improve preparedness for operations in difficult mountainous terrain.

¢ Women Personnel: Women officers and combatants from both armies are participating across specialist roles. Their
participation forms part of the exercise's wider focus on integrated operational training and the exchange of tactics,
techniques and procedures.

e Defence Cooperation: Mountain Guardian 2026 strengthens military-to-military engagement between India and the
UAE and promotes interoperability and exchange of operational experience. It is the inaugural edition of this bilateral
Army exercise focused specifically on mountain warfare.

PM Modi Completes 25 Years as Head of Government

In the News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi completed 25 years as the head of government on October 7, 2026. His journey
began when he became the Chief Minister of Gujarat on October 7, 2001. He later became the Prime Minister of India in
2014 and has continued in office after the 2019 and 2024 general elections.

Key Points:

*  25-Year Milestone: Narendra Modi completed 25 continuous years as a head of government. The period includes his
tenure as Chief Minister of Gujarat and Prime Minister of India. The Union Cabinet passed a resolution congratulating
him on the milestone.

*  Gujarat Tenure: Modi first assumed office as Chief Minister of Gujarat on October 7, 2001. He continued in that post
until May 2014. His Gujarat tenure is often associated with governance reforms, infrastructure expansion and
industrial development.

*  Prime Ministerial Tenure: Modi became Prime Minister of India in May 2014. He returned to office after the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and again after the 2024 general elections. His tenure has seen major policy initiatives in welfare
delivery, digital governance and infrastructure.

»  Democratic Significance: The milestone is significant because it reflects uninterrupted elected leadership at the state
and national levels. It also highlights the role of electoral mandates in India’s parliamentary democracy. The Cabinet
resolution described the tenure as a sign of democratic continuity.

* Governance Themes: The milestone has been linked with programmes on development, welfare delivery, digital
public infrastructure and national infrastructure expansion. It also marks a long phase of centralised political
leadership in Indian public life.

Central Armed Police Forces Act Comes into Force

In the News: The Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Act, 2026 came into force on 8 October 2026.
The Union Home Ministry issued the notification bringing the law into operation. The Act regulates certain service-related
matters of officers in Central Armed Police Forces and gives statutory backing to higher-level deputation rules.

Key Points:

+ Commencement of Act: The Act came into force after the Ministry of Home Affairs notified 8 October 2026 as the
commencement date. President Droupadi Murmu had given assent to the law on 9 April 2026. It applies to key
administrative and service matters in CAPFs.
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+ CAPFs Covered: The law applies to CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP and SSB. The Central Government may also add other CAPFs
to the Schedule through notification. Officers covered include Group A executive officers and officers on deputation
from IPS or the Army.

« IPS Deputation Quota: The Act provides that 50% of Inspector General posts must be filled by IPS officers on
deputation. At least 67% of Additional Director General posts and all Director General and Special Director General
posts will also be filled by IPS deputation.

* Rule-Making Power: The Central Government can frame rules on recruitment, deputation, promotion and conditions
of service. Existing rules will continue until they are amended or replaced. The Act also gives overriding effect in case
of inconsistency with other laws or orders.

GST Council Removes Arrest Powers of Tax Officers, Raises Prosecution Threshold to X5 Crore

In the News: The 57th GST Council meeting recommended major compliance reforms under the Goods and Services Tax
framework. The Council recommended removal of arrest provisions under GST and raising the prosecution threshold
from X1 crore to X5 crore. The decisions aim to reduce harsh enforcement, simplify compliance and improve the ease of
doing business.

Key Points:

* Removal of Arrest Provisions: The GST Council recommended removing arrest provisions under GST. This means tax
officers would no longer have independent arrest powers under the proposed reform. The change seeks to reduce
fear-based enforcement and make GST administration more compliance-oriented.

* Higher Prosecution Threshold: The prosecution threshold has been recommended to be raised from X1 crore to I5
crore. This will reduce criminal prosecution in smaller GST cases. The move separates serious tax offences from
routine or lower-value compliance failures.

* Lower General Penalty: The Council recommended reducing the general penalty under GST from 325,000 to ¥10,000.
This is intended to make penalties more proportionate. It also supports small taxpayers, MSMEs and businesses facing
procedural lapses.

* Refund and ITC Reforms: The Council recommended wider eligibility for input tax credit and faster refunds. These
measures are important for exporters, small sellers and businesses with blocked working capital. Faster refunds can
improve liquidity and reduce compliance-related delays.

+ Simplified GST Administration: The Council also recommended simplified registration, common standards for notices
and proceedings, and smoother movement of goods across states. These changes aim to make GST enforcement more
transparent and predictable. The recommendations will require legal and procedural follow-up before full
implementation.

Jewar Airport to Be Renamed Narendra Modi International Airport

In the News: The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved a proposal to rename Noida International Airport at Jewar as Narendra
Modi International Airport, Noida-Jewar. The decision was announced by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath after a Cabinet
meeting. The airport is expected to become Uttar Pradesh’s largest international airport and a major aviation hub for the
National Capital Region.

Key Points:

+ Cabinet Approval: The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved the proposal to rename Noida International Airport at Jewar.
The proposed name is Narendra Modi International Airport, Noida-Jewar. The decision will now be processed as per
the rules followed for naming and renaming airports in India.

* About the Airport: The airport is located at Jewar in Gautam Buddha Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh. It is a greenfield
international airport developed to serve the National Capital Region and western Uttar Pradesh. It is also expected to
reduce pressure on Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport.

* Project Details: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Phase I of Noida International Airport in March 2026. The
first phase was developed with an investment of around 11,200 crore. The airport began commercial operations
later in 2026.
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* Development Model: The airport is being developed under a public-private partnership model. Yamuna International
Airport Private Limited, a subsidiary of Zurich Airport International AG, is developing the project. The airport is
located along the Yamuna Expressway corridor.

*  Naming Process: Airport naming or renaming in India is considered by the Union Cabinet on the recommendation of
the concerned State Government. The recommendation is usually supported by a resolution of the State Legislative
Assembly. After final approval, the new name is notified officially.

Ambaji Mohanthal Gets GI Tag: Gujarat’s Famous Temple Prasad Receives Recognition

In the News: Ambaji Mohanthal, the famous prasad of Gujarat’s Ambaji temple, has received the Geographical Indication
tag. The recognition was granted to the traditional sweet offered at the Shri Arasuri Ambaji Mata temple in Banaskantha
district. The tag gives official protection to its regional identity, traditional preparation and association with the temple.

Key Points:

* About Ambaji Mohanthal: Ambaji Mohanthal is a traditional sweet prasad associated with the Ambaji temple in
Gujarat. It is prepared using ingredients such as gram flour, ghee and sugar. The prasad has long been part of the
religious and cultural identity of the temple.

* GI Registration Details: The GI tag has been granted under Class 30, which covers foodstuffs. The applicant is Shree
Arasuri Ambaji Mata Devsthan Trust. The GI Registry records Ambaji Mohanthal as a registered geographical
indication linked with Gujarat.

« About GI Tag: A Geographical Indication tag is given to products having a specific geographical origin and special
qualities linked with that region. It protects traditional products from unauthorised use of the registered name. It also
helps preserve local heritage and product authenticity.

* Religious and Cultural Importance: Ambaji temple is one of Gujarat's important pilgrimage centres and is associated
with the worship of Maa Amba. The GI tag places Ambaji Mohanthal among recognised temple offerings of India. It
strengthens the identity of temple-linked food traditions.

* Protection and Recognition: The GI tag will help protect the name and identity of Ambaji Mohanthal from imitation.
It may also support quality control, devotee trust and wider recognition of Gujarat’s traditional food heritage.

INTERNATIONAL

India’s Russia-Ukraine Ceasefire Proposal Called ‘Broadest’ Among Four Offers

In the News: Ukraine has described India's proposed framework for a possible Russia-Ukraine ceasefire as the broadest
among four initiatives currently before Kyiv. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said proposals had also been
received from Tiirkiye, Egypt and the United States, while India has indicated a greater willingness to participate in efforts
aimed at ending the conflict.

Key Points:

e Four Ceasefire Proposals: Ukraine has received proposals from India, Tiirkiye, Egypt and the United States. Sybiha
described India's proposal as the most comprehensive of the four and said New Delhi had signalled a willingness to
play a more active role.

e Scope of India’s Proposal: Discussions include the possibility of stopping attacks on energy infrastructure and
improving safety for shipping in the Black Sea. Issues concerning Ukrainian grain and energy exports have also formed
part of India's diplomatic engagement.

e Ukraine’s Position: Kyiv has indicated willingness to consider an energy and agricultural truce in the Black Sea as well
as an unconditional ceasefire along the line of contact. It has maintained that attacks on ports and energy
infrastructure must also cease.

e India’s Diplomatic Role: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said India had moved “beyond advocacy” and was
becoming more involved in efforts to help end the conflict. India has continued conversations with both Moscow and
Kyiv.

¢ Russia-Ukraine War: Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. India has repeatedly called
for dialogue and diplomacy while maintaining relations with both Russia and Ukraine and supporting respect for the
principles of the UN Charter.
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Hardened narco-trafficking kingpin Navpreet Singh deported from Tiirkiye

In the News: India secured the deportation of alleged narco-trafficking kingpin Navpreet Singh from Tiirkiye on October
3, 2026. Singh, who had obtained Turkish citizenship under the alias Navab Virk, was wanted in India in connection with
narcotics trafficking and other offences involving an international drug network.

Key Points:

e Navpreet Singh Alias Navab Virk: Singh allegedly obtained Turkish citizenship using the identity “Navab Virk”. Indian
authorities accused him of continuing to facilitate the smuggling of heroin and methamphetamine from Afghanistan
into India while operating from abroad.

e Deportation to India: Indian agencies had sought his return from Tiirkiye after he became wanted in several narcotics-
related cases. Following his deportation, he was brought back to India and placed in custody for proceedings
connected with the cases against him.

e BHARATPOL Platform: The operation highlighted the role of BHARATPOL, launched in January 2025 as a unified
platform connecting the CBI, State Police Headquarters and other agencies for international police cooperation.

¢ International Police Cooperation: The CBI functions as India's National Central Bureau for INTERPOL coordination.
Red Corner Notices issued through INTERPOL assist member countries in locating persons wanted for prosecution or
to serve a sentence; they are not themselves international arrest warrants.

e Return of Fugitives: According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 288 fugitives were brought back to India from 36
countries between 2019 and August 2026. The government has also used legal mechanisms such as the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002 against assets linked to fugitive offenders.

Doha Receives OCA Flag as Host Responsibility for 2030 Asian Games Passes from Aichi-Nagoya

In the News: Doha officially received the Olympic Council of Asia flag at the closing ceremony of the 20th Asian Games in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, on October 4, 2026. The handover transferred hosting responsibility to Qatar, whose capital Doha
will organise the 21st Asian Games in 2030.

Key Points:

e Asian Games Handover: The OCA flag was formally transferred from Aichi-Nagoya 2026 to Doha 2030 during the
closing ceremony at Nagoya City Mizuho Park Athletic Stadium. The ceremony symbolised the transfer of hosting
responsibility from Japan to Qatar.

e Doha 2030: Doha will host the 21st Asian Games in 2030. Qatar has previous experience of hosting the continental
event, having organised the 15th Asian Games in Doha in 2006, making 2030 its second hosting of the Games.

e Aichi-Nagoya 2026: The 2026 edition was the 20th Asian Games and was hosted by Aichi Prefecture and Nagoya city
in Japan. Its official slogan was “Imagine One Asia”, and the Games concluded on October 4, 2026.

e Olympic Council of Asia: The Olympic Council of Asia is the continental sports organisation responsible for the Asian
Games and represents National Olympic Committees across Asia. Its headquarters is located in Kuwait City, Kuwait.

o History of Asian Games: The first Asian Games were held in New Delhi in 1951. The historic flag and torch of the
inaugural Games were also featured during the 2026 handover ceremony, highlighting India’s role as the first host of
the event.

World Teachers’ Day 2026: History, Theme and UNESCO’s Teacher Shortage Warning

In the News: World Teachers’ Day was observed on October 5, 2026, with a focus on strengthening the status and working
conditions of teachers. The year also marked 60 years since the adoption of the 1966 ILO/UNESCO Recommendation
concerning the Status of Teachers. UNESCO warned that the world requires about 50 million additional teachers by 2030.

Key Points:

e 2026 Theme: The theme for World Teachers’ Day 2026 was “Standing with teachers: 60 years of protecting the
profession, advancing its status and shaping our futures.” It focused on professional recognition, autonomy, salaries,
workloads and working conditions of teachers.

© toprankers >> QQ 6363286363 [ support@toprankers.com @ www.toprankers.com




toprankers” toprankers’ toprankers!

it ! - TEGALEDGE
LEGALEDGE JUDICIARYGOLD SUPERGRADS REATIVEDGE

e Origin of the Day: World Teachers’ Day is observed annually on October 5 and commemorates the adoption of the
1966 ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers. World Teachers’ Day itself was first
celebrated in 1994 under UNESCO'’s leadership.

e 1966 Recommendation: The ILO/UNESCO Recommendation established international standards concerning teachers’
rights, responsibilities, recruitment, training, employment conditions and professional status. Its 60th anniversary in
2026 formed the central background to this year’s observance.

e Global Teacher Shortage: UNESCO reported that the world currently has around 107 million teachers but requires
another 50 million by 2030 to achieve universal pre-primary, primary and secondary education. A significant share of
this requirement is linked to replacing teachers leaving the profession.

¢ Organising Institutions: The global observance is associated with UNESCO, the International Labour Organization,
UNICEF and Education International. The 2026 global celebration was held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.

Elon Musk to Rename SpaceXAlI as SpaceXSI

In the News: Elon Musk announced on 4 October 2026 that SpaceX's artificial-intelligence unit, SpaceXAl, would be
renamed SpaceXSI. The proposed name substitutes “Al”, or Artificial Intelligence, with “SI”, meaning Super Intelligence,
following US President Donald Trump's push for the new terminology.

Key Points:

e Proposed Rebranding: Musk confirmed the planned change after responding to a user on social-media platform X
about renaming SpaceXAl as SpaceXSI. At the time of the announcement, the company's account had not yet been
renamed and no formal implementation timeline had been specified.

e Meaning of SI: The proposed abbreviation SI stands for “Super Intelligence”. The terminology gained prominence
after President Donald Trump called for the US government to use “super intelligence” instead of “artificial
intelligence” in official terminology.

e SpaceXAI: SpaceXAl represents the artificial-intelligence operations associated with Elon Musk's wider SpaceX
business structure. The planned rebranding reflects Musk's support for describing advanced Al capabilities using the
term “super intelligence”.

Plague Risk Emerges in Russia

In the News: International concern arose after a laboratory worker at a plague research institute in Irkutsk, Siberia died
from pneumonia of undetermined origin. Russian authorities informed the World Health Organization that no confirmed
plague cases had been recorded in Irkutsk. The WHO sought further details to assess the public health risk more clearly.

Key Points:

* Russia Health Alert: The case involved a worker linked with a Siberian plague research institute. Her death from
unexplained pneumonia led to concerns over a possible pneumonic plague link. Russian authorities have said that no
plague outbreak has been confirmed.

*  WHO Response: The World Health Organization sought more information from Russia on laboratory tests, contact
tracing and possible causes of death. WHO officials said that more details were needed for a fuller risk assessment.
The case underlined the importance of transparent disease reporting.

¢ Quarantine and Testing: Around 200 contacts were initially placed under observation as a precautionary measure.
Russian health authorities reported that tests on contacts did not detect dangerous infectious pathogens.

*  About Pneumonic Plague: Pneumonic plague is a serious bacterial infection caused by Yersinia pestis. It affects the
lungs and can spread through respiratory droplets if untreated. Early diagnosis and antibiotics are important for
controlling the disease.

*  Public Health Relevance: The incident shows the importance of pathogen safety, laboratory biosecurity and global
health surveillance. It also reflects why countries are expected to share timely information under international health
rules.
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WWF Living Planet Report 2026: Monitored Wildlife Populations Decline 73%

In the News: WWF’s Living Planet Report 2026 reported a 73% average decline in monitored wildlife populations
between 1970 and 2022. The finding is based on the Living Planet Index, which tracks thousands of vertebrate wildlife
populations. The report highlights the continuing global biodiversity crisis and the need for stronger conservation action.

Key Points:

* Major Finding: The report shows a 73% average fall in monitored vertebrate wildlife populations over 52 years. The
decline covers mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish. It does not mean that 73% of all wildlife species have
become extinct.

« Data Base: The Living Planet Index tracks 35,803 populations of 5,790 species. It measures population trends rather
than total species numbers. This makes it an important indicator of biodiversity health.

* Main Drivers: Habitat loss, overexploitation, pollution, invasive species and climate change are major causes of
wildlife decline. Freshwater ecosystems remain especially vulnerable because of river modification, pollution, dams
and unsustainable extraction.

* Global Importance: The report is relevant to biodiversity targets, protected-area expansion, climate action and
ecosystem restoration. It strengthens the policy focus on nature-positive development and implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

World Bank Ranks India Among Top 10 Emerging Markets in Al Readiness

In the News: The World Bank has ranked India among the top 10 leading emerging-market performers in artificial
intelligence readiness. The finding appears in the India Development Update with a special focus on “India and Artificial
Intelligence: Seizing the Development Opportunity.” The report highlights India’s digital public infrastructure, technical
workforce and globally connected IT sector.

Key Points:

+ India’s Al Readiness: India has been recognised among the top 10 emerging-market performers in Al readiness. This
reflects the country’s expanding digital ecosystem, Al policy direction and technology adoption capacity. The ranking
places India among key developing economies preparing for Al-led growth.

+ World Bank Report: The finding is part of the World Bank’s India Development Update. The special focus of the
report is “India and Artificial Intelligence: Seizing the Development Opportunity.” It assesses how India can use Al for
productivity, public services and economic transformation.

* Key Strengths: India’s Al readiness is supported by its large technical workforce, strong IT services industry and
digital public infrastructure. Platforms linked with digital identity, payments and public service delivery provide a
base for Al adoption. These strengths help India scale technology solutions across sectors.

* Investment Growth: The World Bank noted a rise in private Al investment in India. Private Al investment increased
from USD 1.2 billion in 2024 to USD 4.1 billion in 2025. The growth indicates rising interest in Al applications, digital
services and technology-led enterprises.

World Development Report 2026: The Promise of Artificial Intelligence

In the News: The World Bank released the World Development Report 2026 titled “The Promise of Artificial Intelligence.”
The report examines what Al means for low- and middle-income countries. It focuses on how developing economies can
use Al while managing risks related to jobs, inequality, infrastructure and governance.

Key Points:

* About the Report: The World Development Report is one of the World Bank’s major annual publications. The 2026
edition studies artificial intelligence as a general-purpose technology. It evaluates how Al can influence growth, public
services, employment and development outcomes.

* Core Framework: The report uses the framework of adopt, adapt and advance. Countries can adopt existing Al tools,
adapt them to local languages and institutions, and gradually advance their own Al capabilities. This approach is
especially relevant for developing economies with limited resources.
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* Focus on Developing Countries: The report covers the development implications of Al for low- and middle-income
countries. It states that Al can help address long-standing development challenges if countries invest in power,
connectivity, skills and institutional capacity.

* Jobsand Productivity: The report notes that Al may affect jobs differently across countries. In developing economies,
the immediate opportunity lies more in improving worker productivity than replacing workers. Al can support
agriculture, healthcare, education, governance and small businesses.

* Governance and Inclusion: The report stresses responsible Al use, data governance and inclusive access. Weak
infrastructure, limited digital skills and poor connectivity can reduce Al benefits. Public policy will play an important
role in ensuring that Al supports broad-based development.

AWARDS AND HONOURS

Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel Win 2026 Nobel Medicine Prize

In the News: Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel have been awarded the 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine for their discoveries concerning light-gated ion channels and optogenetics. Their work created a powerful
method for controlling specific nerve cells with light and studying how neural circuits influence memory, emotions and
behaviour. The prize was announced by the Nobel Assembly at Karolinska Institutet on October 5, 2026.

Key Points:

e 2026 Nobel Medicine Laureates: The prize is shared jointly by Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel.
Their research established optogenetics as a major tool in modern neuroscience by allowing scientists to activate or
inhibit selected nerve cells using light.

e Discovery of Channelrhodopsin: Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel discovered channelrhodopsin, a light-sensitive
protein found in the single-celled alga Chlamydomonas. When exposed to blue light, the protein opens an ion channel,
allowing charged ions to enter the cell and generate an electrical impulse.

e Development of Optogenetics: Karl Deisseroth introduced the gene for channelrhodopsin into nerve cells and
demonstrated that blue light could trigger neural signals. His major breakthrough was published in 2005, and the
technique was later successfully applied in the brains of living animals.

e Importance in Neuroscience: Optogenetics enables researchers to identify neural circuits responsible for specific
memories, emotions and behaviours. It has significantly improved understanding of the brain and is being studied for
applications relating to neurological and psychiatric disorders as well as restoration of vision.

e About the Nobel Medicine Prize: The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded by the Nobel Assembly at
Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. The 2026 prize carries a monetary award of 12 million Swedish kronor, which is shared
equally among the three laureates.

Indian Mathematician Mahesh Kakde Wins 2026 Ramanujan Prize for Number Theory

In the News: Indian mathematician Mahesh Kakde was awarded the 2026 Ramanujan Prize for young mathematicians
from developing countries. The prize recognised his major contributions to algebraic number theory. Kakde is a professor
at the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.

Key Points:

* Award Winner: Mahesh Kakde won the 2026 Ramanujan Prize for his contributions to algebraic number theory. He is
associated with the Department of Mathematics at the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. The award adds to India’s
recognition in global mathematical research.

* Research Area: Kakde’s work focuses on algebraic number theory, especially structures used to solve problems related
to integers and their generalisations. His research includes important results in noncommutative Iwasawa theory. It
also relates to the Gross-Stark and Brumer-Stark conjectures.

« About the Prize: The Ramanujan Prize is awarded to young mathematicians from developing countries. It is
administered jointly by the International Centre for Theoretical Physics and the International Mathematical Union.
The prize has been awarded annually since 2005.
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« Eligibility and Purpose: The prize is generally given to researchers below 45 years of age from developing countries.
[t recognises outstanding research in mathematical sciences. It is named after Indian mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan.

Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2026 Awarded to Henri B. Kagan and Kenso Soai

In the News: The 2026 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to Henri B. Kagan and Kenso Soai. They were recognised
for the discovery of non-linear effects and autocatalysis in asymmetric organic synthesis. Their work helped explain how
molecular handedness can be amplified in chemical reactions.

Key Points:

+ 2026 Chemistry Nobel: Henri B. Kagan of France and Kenso Soai of Japan received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2026.
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences recognised their discoveries in asymmetric organic synthesis. The prize was
shared equally between the two scientists.

* Core Discovery: Their work deals with non-linear effects and autocatalysis in chemical reactions. Autocatalysis means
areaction in which the product itself helps speed up the formation of more product. This helped chemists understand
how one molecular form can become dominant.

*  Molecular Chirality: The prize is linked with the concept of chirality, where molecules exist as mirror-image forms.
Such mirror-image molecules can behave differently in biological systems. This is especially important in medicine
and pharmaceutical chemistry.

* Soai Reaction: Kenso Soai is known for the Soai reaction, a major example of asymmetric autocatalysis. The reaction
showed how tiny initial imbalances in molecular handedness can be amplified. This helped address a long-standing
question about homochirality in nature.

2026 Nobel Prize Winners: Categories Wise Complete Winners List

In the News: The 2026 Nobel Prize announcements began on 5 October and will continue till 12 October 2026. As of 8
October, winners had been announced in Medicine, Physics, Chemistry and Literature. The Peace Prize and Economic
Sciences Prize were scheduled for announcement on 9 October and 12 October respectively.

Key Points:

* Medicine Prize: The 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann
and Georg Nagel. They were recognised for work linked with optogenetics and light-gated ion channels. Their
discoveries helped scientists control selected nerve cells using light.

* Physics Prize: The 2026 Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded to Francis Halzen. He was recognised for his decisive
contributions to the IceCube Neutrino Observatory and the discovery of high-energy neutrinos of astrophysical origin.
His work strengthened neutrino astronomy.

* Chemistry Prize: The 2026 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to Henri B. Kagan and Kenso Soai. They were
honoured for discoveries related to non-linear effects and autocatalysis in asymmetric organic synthesis. Their work
is linked with chirality and mirror-image molecules.

* Literature Prize: Canadian poet, essayist and translator Anne Carson won the 2026 Nobel Prize in Literature. She
was recognised for her bold and inventive body of work. Her writing is known for blending poetry, prose, translation,
classical traditions and modern literary forms.

* Pending Categories: The Nobel Peace Prize 2026 was scheduled to be announced in Oslo on 9 October. The Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel was scheduled for 12 October. The prize amount for
each category is 12 million Swedish kronor.

Indian Pilot Smit Machchhar to Receive Israel’s Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism

In the News: Indian pilot Captain Smit Machchhar is set to receive Israel’s Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism. Israeli
President Isaac Herzog announced the honour after Machchhar helped prevent a reported mid-air attack on a Flydubai
aircraft travelling from Dubai to Tel Aviv. The award recognises his courage, professional conduct and role in protecting
passengers and crew.
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Key Points:

*  Award Announcement: Israel’s President Isaac Herzog announced that Captain Smit Machchhar will be honoured with
the Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism. The award will be presented after he recovers from his injuries. The
recognition highlights his role in preventing a major aviation disaster.

* Incident Background: The incident took place on Flydubai Flight FZ1073 from Dubai to Tel Aviv. Reports said the co-
pilot allegedly attacked Captain Machchhar inside the cockpit. Despite injuries, Machchhar helped regain control of
the situation and enabled emergency action.

* Emergency Landing: The aircraft was reportedly diverted and landed safely in Saudi Arabia. Passengers and crew
members survived the incident. The case has drawn attention to cockpit security, aviation safety and emergency
response protocols.

«  Civilian Heroism: The honour recognises bravery by civilians in life-threatening situations. Such awards are important
because they acknowledge courage beyond military or battlefield settings. Machchhar’s case is linked with aviation
safety, crisis management and public service.

* India-Israel Link: The recognition also reflects people-to-people goodwill between India and Israel. Indian and Israeli
leaders praised the pilot’s courage. The case is likely to remain significant in current affairs under awards, aviation
safety and international relations.

ENVIRONMENT

National Wildlife Week 2026 Observed from 2 to 8 October

In the News: National Wildlife Week 2026 is being observed across India from 2 to 8 October to strengthen public
awareness of wildlife conservation and biodiversity protection. The 2026 observance carries the theme “Connecting
Habitats, Thriving Wildlife”, highlighting the importance of ecological connectivity and wildlife corridors.

Key Points:

¢ Wildlife Week: India observes Wildlife Week every year from 2 to 8 October to promote conservation awareness and
public participation. Activities are organised by wildlife authorities, forest departments, zoological institutions,
schools and conservation organisations across the country.

e Theme 2026: “Connecting Habitats, Thriving Wildlife” focuses on linking fragmented wildlife habitats rather than
protecting isolated patches alone. Ecological corridors facilitate animal movement, breeding, dispersal and
maintenance of genetic diversity between wildlife populations.

¢ Institutional Background: The Government of India constituted the Indian Board for Wildlife in 1952, which later
evolved into the National Board for Wildlife. Wildlife conservation subsequently received a stronger statutory
foundation through the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

¢ National Board for Wildlife: The NBWL is a statutory body under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and is chaired
by the Prime Minister of India. It advises the Central Government on policies and measures relating to wildlife
conservation and the protection of protected areas and habitats.

¢ Global Link: Wildlife Week should not be confused with World Wildlife Day, which is observed internationally on 3
March. World Wildlife Day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in 2013 and corresponds to the
date on which CITES was adopted in 1973.

Nameri Tiger Reserve Gets CA|TS Approved Status for Tiger Conservation

In the News: Nameri Tiger Reserve in Assam received Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards Approved status for tiger
conservation and protected-area management. With this recognition, all four tiger reserves of Assam have secured CA|TS
Approved status. The development highlights Assam’s growing importance in tiger conservation and landscape-level
wildlife protection.

Key Points:

+ CAJTS Approved Status: CA|TS stands for Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards. It is an international framework
used to assess whether tiger conservation areas meet prescribed management standards. Approved status indicates
that a site has met verified standards for tiger protection and habitat management.
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* Assam'’s Conservation Milestone: Nameri has joined Kaziranga, Manas and Orang as Assam’s CA|TS Approved tiger
reserves. This means all four tiger reserves in the state now have this recognition. The development strengthens
Assam’s status as a key tiger-conservation state.

* About Nameri Tiger Reserve: Nameri Tiger Reserve is located in Assam’s Sonitpur district, near the foothills of
Arunachal Pradesh. It is contiguous with Pakke Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh. The reserve is known for rich
biodiversity and the white-winged wood duck.

* Tiger Population Recovery: Nameri has shown improvement in tiger presence in recent years. Reports have
highlighted an increase in tiger numbers from the 2022 estimate to the 2025 assessment. Such recovery reflects better
habitat protection, patrolling and conservation monitoring.

+ Institutional Importance: CA|TS recognition is linked with protected-area governance, anti-poaching systems, habitat
management and community involvement. It supports long-term planning for tiger landscapes. The status also
complements India’s wider Project Tiger and NTCA-led conservation framework.

SCIENCE AND TECH

NASA'’s SpaceX Crew-12 Returns After 237-Day Mission

In the News: NASA’s SpaceX Crew-12 mission safely returned to Earth after 237 days in orbit. The SpaceX Crew Dragon
spacecraft Freedom splashed down in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Los Angeles. The mission involved astronauts from
NASA, the European Space Agency and Roscosmos aboard the International Space Station.

Key Points:

*  Crew-12 Return: The Crew-12 mission splashed down on October 8, 2026, after more than seven months in space.
The crew spent 237 days living and working in orbit. The return marked the successful completion of another long-
duration commercial crew mission.

* Crew Members: The returning crew included NASA astronauts Jessica Meir and Jack Hathaway. ESA astronaut Sophie
Adenot and Roscosmos cosmonaut Andrey Fedyaev were also part of the mission. The crew represented international
cooperation aboard the International Space Station.

« Mission Spacecraft: The crew returned aboard the SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft named Freedom. SpaceX’s Dragon
spacecraft is used under NASA’s Commercial Crew Program. The programme supports regular crew transportation to
and from the International Space Station.

+ Scientific Work: During the mission, the astronauts supported scientific experiments, station maintenance and
research activities. Long-duration missions help study the effects of spaceflight on the human body. Such research
supports future Moon, Mars and deep-space missions.

IMPORTANT DAYS

Indian Air Force Day 2026

In the News: Indian Air Force Day 2026 is being observed on October 8 to mark the 94th anniversary of the Indian Air
Force. The Indian Air Force was established on October 8, 1932. The theme for the 2026 celebration is “Indian Air Force -
Infallible, Impervious and Precise.”

Key Points:

*  94th Anniversary: Indian Air Force Day 2026 marks the 94th anniversary of the force. The day commemorates the
establishment of the Indian Air Force on October 8, 1932. It honours the contribution of air warriors to national
security.

* 2026 Theme: The theme for the 2026 celebration is Indian Air Force - Infallible, Impervious and Precise. It reflects
operational readiness, resilience and precision. The theme also highlights the changing role of air power in modern
warfare.

+ IAF Motto: The motto of the Indian Air Force is “Nabha Sparsham Deeptam,” meaning “Touch the Sky with Glory.” Itis
taken from the Bhagavad Gita. The motto reflects courage, discipline and excellence in air operations.
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* Role of the IAF: The Indian Air Force protects Indian airspace and supports military operations during conflict. It also
plays a major role in humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, evacuation and emergency response. Its transport and
helicopter fleets are important during natural disasters.

* Modernisation Focus: The IAF is working on modernisation through advanced aircraft, air defence systems, drones,
network-centric warfare and indigenous platforms. The day also showcases ceremonial parades, air displays and
public outreach activities.

STATIC

19th Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas

In the News: The 19th Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas Convention is scheduled to be held in Kolkata, West Bengal, from January
7 to 9, 2027. The Ministry of External Affairs will organise the convention in partnership with the Government of West
Bengal. The event will bring together members of the Indian diaspora from different parts of the world.

Key Points:

e About Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas: Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is the Government of India’s flagship platform for
engagement with the overseas Indian community. The convention provides a forum for the Indian diaspora to interact
with policymakers and discuss their contribution to India’s development.

e Significance of January 9: January 9 was selected because Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South Africa on
January 9, 1915. His return marked an important turning point before he emerged as a central leader of India’s
national movement.

e History of the Convention: The first Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas Convention was held in 2003. The event was initially
held annually, but from 2015 the main convention shifted to a biennial format, with other forms of diaspora
engagement continuing during intervening periods.

e Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award: The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is the highest honour conferred by the
Government of India on overseas Indians. It may be awarded to an NRI, a Person of Indian Origin or an institution
established and run by NRIs or PIOs for distinguished contributions.

e 19th Edition in 2027: Kolkata will host the three-day 19th PBD Convention from January 7 to 9, 2027. The programme
will include interactions with diaspora leaders, professionals, entrepreneurs, academics and innovators from different
countries.

SPORTS

Kumkum Mohod, Sujeet Kalkal Named First Recipients of New I0A Awards

In the News: The Indian Olympic Association named archer Kumkum Mohod and wrestler Sujeet Kalkal the inaugural
winners of two newly instituted awards following India's campaign at the 2026 Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games. Mohod
received the Jaspal Rana Award, while Kalkal became the first recipient of the Raja Randhir Singh Award.

Key Points:

o Jaspal Rana Award: Seventeen-year-old archer Kumkum Mohod was selected as the inaugural recipient of the Jaspal
Rana Award for the best female Indian sportsperson at the Games. She won three medals at her debut Asian Games,
including two gold medals.

¢ Raja Randhir Singh Award: Wrestler Sujeet Kalkal, aged 23, became the first recipient of the Raja Randhir Singh
Award for the best male Indian sportsperson. He won the gold medal in the men's 65 kg freestyle wrestling event at
the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games.

e Purpose of the Awards: The [0A instituted the two honours to recognise the outstanding female and male performers
of India's Asian Games contingent. The awards also commemorate the sporting legacies of Jaspal Rana and Raja
Randhir Singh.

e Indian Olympic Association: The I0A is India's National Olympic Committee and is responsible for India's
participation in the Olympic Games, Asian Games and other major multi-sport competitions. Former Olympic athlete
P. T. Usha is serving as its President.
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e Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games: The 2026 Asian Games were hosted by Aichi Prefecture and Nagoya in Japan. India's
medal campaign included 21 gold, 27 silver and 37 bronze medals, placing the country fourth in the overall medal
standings.

Pramod Bhagat and Bhavina Patel Named India’s Flagbearers for Asian Para Games 2026

In the News: Pramod Bhagat and Bhavina Patel were named India’s flagbearers for the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Para
Games. They will lead the Indian contingent at the Opening Ceremony in Nagoya, Japan. Both athletes are among India’s
most decorated para-sportspersons and have represented the country at the Paralympic level.

Key Points:

* Flagbearers Named: Pramod Bhagat and Bhavina Patel will carry the Indian flag at the Asian Para Games 2026
Opening Ceremony. The ceremony is scheduled to be held on 18 October in Nagoya. Their selection recognises their
contribution to Indian para-sports.

* Pramod Bhagat: Pramod Bhagat is a leading Indian para-badminton player. He won gold at the Tokyo Paralympics
and has multiple international titles. His achievements made para-badminton one of India’s strongest para-sport
disciplines.

« Bhavina Patel: Bhavina Patel is a para-table tennis player who won silver at the Tokyo Paralympics. She became one
of India’s most recognised para-athletes after her historic medal. Her selection as flagbearer reflects her role in
popularising para-table tennis.

e About the Event: The 2026 Asian Para Games will be held in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. It is a major continental multi-sport
event for para-athletes. The Games provide an important platform for Asian athletes with disabilities.

+ Indian Contingent: India will aim to build on its recent progress in para-sports. The selection of two Paralympic
medallists as flagbearers highlights experience, leadership and continuity in India’s para-sport movement.

Lionel Messi’s Argentina Farewell: World Cup, Copa América Titles and Major Records

In the News: Lionel Messi played his official farewell match for Argentina against Benin at the Monumental Stadium in
Buenos Aires. Argentina won the match 3-0, with Messi scoring one goal and providing two assists. The farewell marked
the end of a 21-year international career that included the 2022 FIFA World Cup and Copa América titles.

Key Points:

+ Farewell Match: Messi’s final Argentina appearance came against Benin in Buenos Aires. He scored from the penalty
spot and assisted two goals in Argentina’s 3-0 win. The match was marked by tributes from fans, teammates and the
football community.

* Major Titles: Messi led Argentina to the FIFA World Cup title in 2022. He also won the Copa América in 2021 and
2024, along with the Finalissima in 2022. These titles completed his international legacy after several earlier near
misses.

+ Career Records: Messi ended his Argentina career as the country’s record goal-scorer and one of its most-capped
players. He scored more than 120 international goals and remained the central figure of Argentina’s attack for over
two decades.

* Long International Career: Messi made his senior Argentina debut in 2005. His journey included World Cups, Copa
América tournaments, Olympic success and years of captaincy. His career is widely viewed as one of the most
influential in international football.

* Legacy in Football: Messi's farewell closed one of the most successful national-team careers in modern football. His
Argentina career is remembered for individual records, team trophies and the transformation of public sentiment
after the 2021 Copa América and 2022 World Cup triumphs.

Asian Games to LA28: Which Sports Earned India Olympic Quotas? Complete List

In the News: India earned important LA28 Olympic qualification results through its performance at the 2026 Asian Games
in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. The confirmed quota-linked results came mainly from archery and hockey. These results are
important because they connect India’s Asian Games performance with early qualification for the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics.
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Key Points:

+  Asian Games 2026 Performance: India finished fourth at the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games with 85 medals, including 21
gold, 27 silver and 37 bronze. Some results carried additional importance because they secured Olympic quota places.
These outcomes will shape India’s preparation cycle for LA28.

* Archery: Compound Mixed Team: Chikitha Taniparthi and Sahil Rajesh Jadhav secured Olympic quota places in
compound mixed team archery. Compound archery is set to make its Olympic debut at LA28. Their result was
significant because it gave India a historic early quota in the discipline.

*  Archery: Women'’s Individual Recurve: Kumkum Anil Mohod secured a women’s recurve Olympic quota through her
Asian Games performance. She became one of the key Indian archers linked with LA28 qualification. Recurve archery
remains a core Olympic discipline with strong Asian competition.

*  Women’s Hockey Team: India’s women'’s hockey team secured an Olympic berth by winning the Asian Games final.
The team defeated China 1-0 in the final. The result ended a long wait for Asian Games gold and confirmed India’s
place in the LA28 women'’s hockey competition.

* Men’s Hockey Team: India’s men’s hockey team also qualified for LA28 by winning the Asian Games gold medal. The
team defeated Malaysia 5-1 in the final. The result continued India’s strong recent run in men’s hockey and secured
early qualification for the Olympics.

Pieter Coetze Sets Men’s 50m Backstroke World Record

In the News: South African swimmer Pieter Coetze set a new men’s 50m backstroke short-course world record. He
clocked 22.09 seconds at the World Aquatics Swimming World Cup in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The record improved the
previous mark held by Russia’s Kliment Kolesnikov.

Key Points:

*« New World Record: Pieter Coetze completed the men’s 50m backstroke short-course race in 22.09 seconds. The
event was held during the World Aquatics Swimming World Cup in Tashkent.

* Previous Record: The earlier short-course world record was 22.11 seconds, set by Russia’s Kliment Kolesnikov in
2022. Coetze improved the mark by 0.02 seconds. Short-course swimming is held in a 25-metre pool.

* About Pieter Coetze: Pieter Coetze is a South African swimmer known for backstroke events. His achievement
strengthens South Africa’s presence in elite international swimming. The record also adds to his profile as one of the
leading young backstroke swimmers.

+ Event Context: The record was set at a World Aquatics World Cup meet. Such meets are important international
swimming competitions where leading swimmers compete across stroke and distance categories.
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