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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Microsoft passes Apple to become the world’s most valuable company 

 Microsoft Corp. has surpassed Apple Inc. to become the world’s most valuable publicly-
traded company by market capitalisation. At market close on October 29, 2021, Apple stood 
at about $2.46 trillion while Microsoft reached nearly $2.49 trillion. Apple had held the top 
position for more than a year. 

 Microsoft became the second US public firm to surpass a $2 trillion market value in June, 
driven by expectations that its dominance in cloud computing and enterprise software will 
expand further in a post-coronavirus future. This year, its stock has outpaced Apple and 
Amazon.com Inc. on forecasts of long-term earnings and revenue growth, as well as 
expansion in areas such as machine learning and cloud computing. Microsoft is up more 
than 49%, Apple is up around 13%, and Amazon is up more than 3%. 

 
Facebook to change corporate name to Meta 

 Facebook is now called Meta, in a rebrand that focuses on building the “metaverse,” a 
shared virtual environment that it bets will be the successor to the mobile internet. The 
name change, the plan for which was first reported by the Verge, is a significant rebrand for 
Facebook, but not it’s first. In 2019 it launched a new logo to create a distinction between 
the company and its social app. 

 The metaverse is a term coined in the dystopian novel “Snow Crash” three decades ago and 
now attracting buzz in Silicon Valley. Zuckerberg said the new name, coming from the 
Greek word for “beyond,” symbolized there was always more to build. It refers broadly to 
the idea of a shared virtual realm that can be accessed by people using different devices. 

 
Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue starts 

 Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) 2021 is being organized as a three-day online event 
on 27, 28 and 29 October 2021. IPRD 2021 will focus on the theme ‘Evolution in Maritime 
Strategy during the 21st Century: Imperatives, Challenges and Way Ahead’. It will focus on 
eight specific sub-themes. 

 The National Maritime Foundation is the Indian Navy’s knowledge partner for IPRD 2021. It 
is also the Indian Navy’s chief organiser for IPRD 2021. 

 
Sea phase of India-UK maiden Tri-Service exercise 'Konkan Shakti 2021' in full swing 

 The Armed Forces of India and the United Kingdom (UK) are undertaking the sea phase of 
the maiden Tri-Service exercise ‘Konkan Shakti 2021’ off the Konkan coast in the Arabian 
Sea from October 24 to 27, 2021. The harbour phase of the seven-day exercise was held in 
Mumbai from October 21 to 23, 2021. The exercise Konkan Shakti 2021 aims at further 
strengthening the cooperation between the two countries. 

 The two forces integrated within their groups with exercises such as replenishment at sea 
approaches, air direction and strike operations by fighter aircraft (MiG 29Ks and F35Bs), 
cross control of helicopters (Sea King, Chetak and Wildcat), transiting through war-at-sea 
scenarios, and gun shoots on expendable air targets. The simulated induction of Army 
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troops was also undertaken and was followed by the setting up of a joint command 
operations centre. The two forces thereafter effected a rendezvous at sea with advanced 
air and sub-surface exercises. 

 
India, UK and Australia to launch IRIS at COP26 

 India, Australia, and the UK in collaboration with small island developing states (SIDS), have 
planned to launch a new initiative “Infrastructure for Resilient Island States (IRIS)”, on the 
sidelines of the Conference of Parties (COP26). The IRIS platform aims at creating an 
infrastructure that can withstand disasters and lessen economic losses in island nations. 

 The IRIS initiative will be launched with initial funding of $10 million from Australia, India 
and the UK. The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) is scheduled to 
take place from October 31 to November 12, 2021. 

 
South Korea launches first homegrown space rocket Nuri 

 South Korea recently launched its first indigenously developed rocket, known as “Korean 
Satellite Launch Vehicle II” or “Nuri”. The launch vehicle lifted off from the Naro Space 
Center, in Goheung, built on an island nearly 300 miles (500 kilometres) south of Seoul. 
Nuri rocket is 47.2 metres long and weighs 200 tons. 

 The three-stage rocket is fitted with six liquid-fuelled engines. It has been built at an 
estimated cost of 2 trillion won (£1.23bn or $1.6bn). 

 
China launches classified space debris mitigation technology satellite 

 China successfully launched a new satellite named Shijian-21. The satellite will be used to 
test and verify space debris mitigation technologies. Shijian-21 was launched from the 
Xichang Satellite Launch Centre in southwest China’s Sichuan Province on a Long March-3B 
carrier rocket. 

 The satellite will be mainly used to test and verify space debris mitigation technologies. 
This launch marked the 393rd mission for the Long March series carrier rockets. 

 
China passes new law to strengthen land border protection 

 China on Saturday passed a new law to strengthen land border protection amid the 
ongoing military tension along the disputed boundary with India, firming up the military-
civilian role in defending the country’s borders. 

 Long-standing border disputes should be resolved through negotiations, the new law adds, 
according to Chinese official media. 

 
Turkey itself on FATF grey list after preventing Pak’s blacklisting earlier 

 Global terror financing watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has retained Pakistan 
on its ‘Grey List’ of countries. In a briefing, FATF president Marcus Pleyer also said that 
three new countries Turkey, Jordan, and Mali have also been added to the Grey List. In June 
this year, the FATF had retained Pakistan on its ‘Grey List’ for failing to check money 
laundering, leading to terror financing. 
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 The FATF asked Islamabad to investigate and prosecute UN-designated terror terrorists 
including Hafiz Saeed and Masood Azhar. It also asked Pakistan to work to address its 
strategically important deficiencies. 

 Pakistan was placed on the Grey List by the FATF in June 2018. Since then, Pakistan 
continues to be in the list due to its failure to comply with the FATF mandates. Due to its 
placing on the Grey List, it has become increasingly difficult for Pakistan to get financial aid 
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
and the European Union. 

 
Barbados elects first president, British Queen to be replaced as head of state 

 Barbados has elected its first-ever president as it prepares to become a republic, removing 
Queen Elizabeth as head of state. Dame Sandra Mason, 72, is set to be sworn in on 30 
November, which will mark the country’s 55th anniversary of independence from Britain. 
The first woman to serve on the Barbados Court of Appeals, Dame Sandra has been 
governor-general since 2018. The historic election came after a joint session of the House of 
Assembly and the Senate. Described the vote as a “seminal moment” for the nation. 

 With a population of about 285,000, Barbados is one of the more populous and prosperous 
Caribbean islands. Once heavily dependent on sugar exports, its economy has diversified 
into tourism and finance. 

 Barbados will not be the first former British colony in the Caribbean to become a republic. 
Guyana took that step in 1970, less than four years after gaining independence from Britain. 
Trinidad and Tobago followed suit in 1976 and Dominica in 1978. 

 
Donald Trump is launching a new social network called Truth Social 

 Donald Trump has announced plans to launch a social media platform called TRUTH Social 
that will be rolled be out early next year. The former US president, who was banned from 
Facebook and Twitter earlier this year, says his goal is to rival the tech companies that have 
denied him the megaphone that was paramount to his rise.  

 Truth social will be a product of a new venture called the Trump Media & Technology Group. 
He wants to create a platform that rivals Twitter or Facebook, but that simply won’t happen. 

 
New Quad India, Israel, UAE, U.S. to launch international forum for economic cooperation 

 India, Israel, United Arab Emirates and the United States have decided to launch a new 
quadrilateral economic forum. Quadrilateral builds on ongoing cooperation between U.S., 
Israel and UAE after the Abraham Accords last year. This QUAD grouping had decided to 
establish an international forum for economic cooperation and discussed possibilities for 
joint infrastructure projects expanding economic and political cooperation in the Middle 
East and Asia. 

 India, the United States, Israel and the UAE have decided to form a forum for future 
economic cooperation and to explore possibilities of joint infrastructure projects in the 
fields of Transportation, Technology, Maritime security, Economics, Trade as well as for 
additional joint projects. 
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China launches its first sun observation satellite to monitor solar eruptions 

 China has successfully launched its 1st solar exploration satellite into space from the 
Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center in northern Shanxi Province aboard a Long March-2D 
rocket. 

 The satellite was named as ‘Xihe’ (Xihe is the goddess of the sun who created the calendar 
in ancient Chinese mythology), also known as the Chinese Hα Solar Explorer (CHASE). The 
satellite has been developed by the China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation 
(CASC). 

 
C-19 reverses decades of progress in TB elimination, India worst-hit: WHO 

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) has released the ‘Global TB report for 2021, where it 
highlighted the effects of C-19 which led to a huge reversal in the progress of Tuberculosis 
(TB) elimination. The report also mentioned India as the worst-hit country in TB 
elimination, where the detection of new TB cases saw a huge impact in 2020. 

 A dramatic reduction of 20% TB cases were witnessed in 2020 as compared to 2019, ie; a 
gap of 4.1 million cases. The progress in TB detection has gone back to the levels of 2012, 
with India accounting for 41% of the total case drops in 2020. 

 
Russian film crew back on Earth after shooting first movie in space 

 A Russian film crew are back on Earth after wrapping up scenes for the first movie shot in 
space. Klim Shipenko and actor Yulia Peresild left the International Space Station and 
landed in Kazakhstan – to be met by a crew filming touchdown scenes. The movie has been 
in its own kind of space race – with Tom Cruise. He is apparently part of a Hollywood 
filming-in-space project involving Nasa and Elon Musk’s SpaceX. 

 The filmmakers had blasted off from the Russia-leased Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan earlier this month, travelling to the ISS with veteran cosmonaut Anton 
Shkaplerov to film scenes for “The Challenge”. 

  
Sri Lanka Seeks $500 Million Loan From India For Fuel Purchase 

 The Government of Sri Lanka has sought a USD 500 million credit line from India to pay for 
its crude oil purchases, as the country is facing a severe foreign exchange crisis in the island 
nation after the pandemic hit the nation’s earnings from tourism and remittances. The USD 
500 million credit line is part of the India-Sri Lanka economic partnership arrangement. The 
facility would be used for purchasing petrol and diesel requirements. 

 The country’s GDP contracted by a record 3.6 per cent in 2020 and its foreign exchange 
reserves plunged by over a half in one year through July to just USD 2.8 billion. This has led 
to a 9 per cent depreciation of the Sri Lankan rupee against the dollar over the past one 
year, making imports more expensive. 

 
Jonas Gahr Store is the Norway’s new Prime Minister 

 Jonas Gahr Store, the Leader of the Labour Party in Norway, has assumed the charge of the 
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Prime Minister of Norway with effect from October 14, 2021. In September 2021, Store’s 
Labour Party won the parliamentary elections, following which incumbent Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg and her government stepped down. 

 Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere, the leader of Norway’s centre-left Labor Party, stood 
outside the royal palace with his 19-member team — 10 women and nine men — that 
includes the leader of the euroskeptic Center Party, Trygve Slagsvold Vedum, who becomes 
finance minister. Emilie Enger Mehl became Norway’s youngest-ever justice minister at age 
28, while the foreign minister portfolio went to another woman — Anniken Scharning 
Huitfeldt. 

 
European Union launches first green bond in October 2021 

 The European Commission issued its inaugural green bonds Tuesday, raising 12 billion euros 
($13.8 billion) from a sale that attracted strong demand from investors. 

 The EU's executive branch is planning to issue up to 250 billion euros in green bonds by the 
end of 2026 as part of its plans to finance the 27-nation bloc's recovery from the C-19 crisis. 

 
India agrees to $200 mn Line of Credit to support projects in Kyrgyzstan 

 India announced a $200-million line of credit for Kyrgyzstan and signed an agreement to 
carry out small but high impact projects for community development in the Central Asian 
state. The two initiatives were among several measures announced by external affairs 
minister S Jaishankar at the end of a two-day visit to Kyrgyzstan. 

 External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar held “constructive” talks with the top Kyrgyz 
leadership to boost bilateral ties, including defence cooperation and discussed global issues 
like Afghanistan. Jaishankar, who arrived as part of his four-day visit to Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan and Armenia with an aim to further expand bilateral ties with the three Central 
Asian countries, called on Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and discussed with him 
expanding economic between the two countries. 

 
World Health Organization: World’s First Malaria Vaccine Approved 

 (WHO) is recommending widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) malaria vaccine among 
children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with moderate to high P. falciparum 
malaria transmission. The recommendation is based on results from an ongoing pilot 
programme in Ghana, Kenya & Malawi that has reached more than 800 000 children since 
2019. 

 The vaccine is developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). Many vaccines exist 
against viruses and bacteria but this was the first time that the WHO recommended broad 
use of a vaccine against a human parasite. The vaccine acts against Plasmodium falciparum, 
one of five parasite species and the most deadly. The symptoms of malaria are fever, 
headaches, and muscle pain, then cycles of chills, fever, and sweating. 

  
India, UK begin two-week military exercise in Uttarakhand 

 The 6th Edition of India–UK Joint Company Level Military Training EXERCISE AJEYA 
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WARRIOR has commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand. The exercise is part of an initiative 
to develop interoperability and sharing expertise with friendly foreign nations. Armies 
would familiarise themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques, 
etc. 

 The troops of the two countries will also share the experiences that they have learnt during 
the conduct of several military operations in their respective countries and overseas 
engagements. The exercise will conclude with a gruelling 48 hours exercise to validate the 
performance of both armies in conducting joint military operations in a semi-urban 
environment. 

  
India officially Joins HAC for Nature and People 

 India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, a group of more 
than 70 countries encouraging the adoption of the global goal to protect at least 30 per 
cent of the world’s land and ocean by 2030 (30×30). India is the first of the BRICS (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa) bloc of major emerging economies to join the HAC. 

 India’s announcement comes in the lead up to a high-level biodiversity meeting in China 
from October 11 to 15. India joining the High Ambition Coalition is a real game-changer and 
will boost our multilateral efforts. Stating that India is a major player for biodiversity 
protection, the French ambassador informed that this coalition aims to promote an 
international agreement to protect at least 30 % the of world’s land and ocean by 2030. 

  
Moody's upgrades India's ratings outlook after nearly two years to Stable from Negative 

 Rating agency Moody’s Investors Service has upgraded India’s sovereign rating outlook to 
‘stable’ from ‘negative’, on October 05, 2021, following an improvement in the financial 
sector and faster-than-expected economic recovery across sectors. Moody’s expects real 
GDP growth to average around 6 per cent over the medium term, reflecting a rebound in 
activity to levels at potential as conditions normalise 

 While it retained India’s rating at Baa3, reflecting the lowest investment grade rating, 
Moody’s said it expects real GDP to surpass pre-pandemic levels of 2019-20 this year itself, 
as the ongoing economic recovery is picking up steam with activity upticks broadening 
across sectors. It expects 2021-22 to record 9.3% growth in GDP, followed by 7.9% next 
year. 

 
5 billion people could face difficulty accessing water in 2050: WMO 

 More than five billion people globally are expected to face a shortage of water by 2050, a 
United Nations (UN) agency report has warned. 

 The World Meteorological Organization (WMO), said that climate change increases the 
global risk of water-related hazards like floods and droughts, and the number of people 
affected by water scarcity is also expected to soar. 

 "According to figures cited in the report, 3.6 billion people had inadequate access to water 
at least one month per year in 2018. By 2050, this is expected to rise to more than five 
billion. 
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Ghana to host first-ever African Paralympic Games in 2023 

 Ghana will host the first-ever African Paralympic Games in 2023, the President of National 
Paralympic Committee of Ghana (NPC-Ghana) Samson Deen said on Tuesday. 

 According to Deen, about 50 African countries were expected to participate in the 
continental showpiece. 

 He said Ghana had begun preparations for the Games with support from the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports. 

 "The government has been committed to offering the necessary support and logistics that 
will make hosting of the African Paralympic Games in 2023 possible. 

 
Abiy Ahmed takes oath for second term as Ethiopian Prime Minister 

 The Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed has been sworn in for a second five-year term. 
He was administered the oath of office by Supreme Court Chief Justice Meaza Ashenafi. 
Abiy’s Prosperity Party was declared the winner of June’s parliamentary elections, which 
were criticised by opposition parties but described by external observers as improved from 
past elections. He is serving as prime minister of Ethiopia since 2018. 

 Mr Abiy won the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize for restoring ties with neighbouring Eritrea and 
for pursuing sweeping political reforms. He is dealing with a war that is spreading from the 
Tigray region and ethnic violence. 

 
IFSCA constitutes panel for development of sustainable finance hub 

 International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has constituted an Expert 
Committee to recommend an approach towards the development of the Sustainable 
Finance Hub at IFSC. The expert committee will be chaired by C.K. Mishra, Former Secretary 
to Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change. The committee 
consists of a total of 10 members including the chairperson and the member secretary. 

 The committee shall study the current regulatory practices in Sustainable Finance across 
major International financial jurisdictions and recommend a robust framework to develop a 
world-class sustainable finance hub at IFSC, along with a road map for the same. 

 IFSCA was established by the Ministry of Finance on April 27 2020, as a unified regulator of 
all financial products, financial services, and financial institutions in the International 
Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) in India. It has its headquarter at GIFT city in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 
Amit Shah Launches Dairy Sahakar Scheme for Strengthening Dairy Sector in India 

 The Union Minister of Cooperation, Amit Shah has launched the “Dairy Sahakar” scheme at 
Anand, Gujarat during a function organised by Amul to celebrate the 75th Foundation Year 
of Amul. The total outlay of the Dairy Sahakar scheme is Rs 5000 crore. The scheme will be 
implemented by National Cooperative Development Corporation ( NCDC) under the Ministry 
of Cooperation. 
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 The scheme will supplement the existing efforts of strengthening the dairy sector in the 
country, doubling the farmer’s income as well as realizing the vision of ‘from cooperation to 
prosperity’. 

 
CBSE launches Veer Gatha project to inform students about bravery of armed forces 

 CBSE launches Veer Gatha project in schools to raise awareness on Gallantry Awards. 
Schools affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) have been asked to 
prepare projects and engage in activities based on the Gallantry Award winners.  

 The Veer Gatha project aims to raise awareness about the brave acts and sacrifices of the 
Gallantry Award winners among school students. The Veer Gatha project is being conducted 
from October 21- November 20. The projects can be interdisciplinary & in various formats 
such as poems, essays, etc. 

 
Biggest Aromatic Garden of India Opens in Nainital, Uttarakhand 

 Uttarakhand gets India’s largest aromatic garden in the Nainital district. The research wing 
of the Uttarakhand forest department inaugurated the biggest aromatic garden of India in 
Lalkuan of Nainital district.  

 Established in an area of over 3 acres, the garden has 140 different species of aromatic 
species from across India. The project was initiated in the year 2018-19 after approval of the 
Research Advisory Committee in June 2018. 

 
Maharashtra became the first state to release its own Wildlife Action plan 2021-30 

 During the 17th meeting of the State Board for Wildlife (SBWL), the government of 
Maharashtra approved its own Wildlife Action Plan (2021-2030), which will be implemented 
over the next 10 years. Maharashtra became India’s first state to pass its own Wildlife 
Action Plan. The board has also approved the extension of the boundary of Tadoba-Andhari 
Tiger Reserve, in the Chandrapur district of the Vidarbha region, by around 79 sq km. 

 The plan has suggested integrating climate change adaption in wildlife conservation. “To 
develop a Climate Action Plan for the Coastal Region of the state in sync with the ‘State 
Climate Change Action Plan’ with special emphasis on ‘Climate Change Adaptation’ (CCA) 
and ‘Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR)’,” the plan states. 

 
Google partners MeitY Startup Hub to launch Appscale Academy 

 MeitY Startup Hub, an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY), and Google have partnered to launch ‘Appscale Academy’, a growth and 
development programme, to train early to mid-stage startups across India. The programme 
focuses on the emerging startup ecosystem in Tier II and Tier III cities of India to provide 
them with the help needed to build scalable app solutions. 

 Appscale Academy will focus on helping local early to mid-stage startups build and scale a 
range of world-class apps across domains, including gaming, healthcare, fintech, edtech, 
social impact, and others. 

 Applications for the Appscale Academy will be open till December 15, 2021. Out of the 
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applicants, 100 startups will be selected based on defined qualitative and quantitative 
parameters by a panel of industry experts, members of MeitY Startup Hub, and Google Play. 

 
India ranked 9th In “Global Climate Tech Investment trend” report 

 In accordance with the report ‘Five years on: Global climate tech investment trends since 
the Paris Agreement’ by London & Partners, and Co, India ranked 9th in the list of top 10 
countries for climate technology investment from 2016 to 2021. Indian climate tech firms 
received USD 1 billion in venture capital (VC) funding in this period. 

 The report analyzed the trends in the climate sector since the 2016 United Nations 
Conference of Parties (COP) in Paris, France. The list has been topped by the United States 
(US) with USD 48 billion which is followed by China USD 18.6 billion. 

 
PM Modi to attend18th ASEAN-India summit virtually 

 Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has attended the 18th Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India Summit virtually. This was the 9th ASEAN-India Summit 
attended by PM Modi. The Summit was held under the chairmanship of the Sultan of 
Brunei. 

 The Heads of State/Government of the ASEAN Countries participated in the Summit to 
review the status of the ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership and progress made in key areas 
of Covid-19 & Health, Trade & Commerce, Connectivity, and Education & Culture. The year 
2022 will mark 30 years of ASEAN-India relations partnership, and will be celebrated as 
‘ASEAN-India Friendship Year’. 

 
Defence minister Shri Rajnath Singh chairs Ambassadors’ Round Table for DefExpo 2022 

 In a major outreach to the friendly foreign countries as also to the defence manufacturing 
industries of the world, Defence minister, Rajnath Singh has chaired the Ambassadors’ 
Round Table for Def Expo 2022, in New Delhi. DefExpo 2022 will be Asia’s largest defence 
exhibition. The Round Table was aimed to brief the Ambassadors of foreign missions about 
the planning, arrangements and other details of DefExpo 2022, which will be held in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat between March 10-13, 2022. 

 More than 200 delegates, including Ambassadors, Heads of Missions and Defence Attaches 
attended the Round Table, reflecting the growing global interest in the Indian Defence 
space. Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal VR 
Chaudhari, Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Raj Kumar and other senior officials of the 
Ministry of Defence & Government of Gujarat were also present. 

 
GAIL Ltd will build India's largest green hydrogen plant in next 12-14 months 

 State-owned GAIL (India) Ltd will build India’s largest green hydrogen-making plant as it 
looks to supplement its natural gas business with carbon-free fuel. GAIL Chairman and 
Managing Director Manoj Jain said the company is looking at building a 10-megawatt (MW) 
electrolyzer capable of generating 4.5 tonnes of green hydrogen daily. 

 The firm has already floated a global tender to buy the electrolyzer and is hoping to get 
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delivery in 12-14 months. It will be double the size of the one announced by state 
electricity producer NTPC. 

 
R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new market 
segment, Green Day Ahead Market 

 The Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, R K Singh has launched a new 
market segment, “Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM)”. This makes India as the only large 
electricity market in the world to implement a GDAM exclusively for renewable energy. The 
launch of the green day-ahead market will deepen the green market and will provide 
competitive price signals, besides offering an opportunity to market participants to trade in 
green energy, in the most transparent, flexible, competitive, and efficient manner. 

 The new initiative will open the renewable energy sector to enable anyone to set up the 
capacity and sell it to distribution companies and industries. 

 Meanwhile, the electricity generation and distribution companies will be able to buy or sell 
renewable energy through open access. 

 
India successfully test-fires surface-to-surface ballistic missile Agni-5 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) carried successful test-firing 
of surface-to-surface ballistic missile Agni-5 on October 27, 2021, from APJ Abdul Kalam 
Island in Odisha. Agni-5 is a nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), which 
uses a three-stage solid-fuelled engine. The missile can strike targets at ranges up to 5,000 
km with a very high degree of accuracy. 

 The indigenously-developed surface-to-surface missile, Agni-5, is capable of striking a 
target more than 5,000 km. It is about 17-metre long, 2-metre wide and has a launch 
weight of around 50 tonnes. The missile can carry a nuclear warhead of more than one 
tonne. The successful test of Agni-5 is in line with India’s stated policy to have ‘credible 
minimum deterrence’ that underpins the commitment to ‘No First Use’. 

 
Union Minister for MSME Narayan Rane launches “SAMBHAV” National Level Awareness 
Programme, 2021 

 The Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) has launched an e-National 
Level Awareness Programme ‘SAMBHAV”, to promote engagement of the youth in 
promoting entrepreneurship. The e-National Level Awareness Programme 2021 
‘SAMBHAV” was launched by Union Minister of MSME Narayan Rane in New Delhi. 

 The mass outreach program will be a one-month long initiative under the Ministry of 
MSME in which students from different colleges/ITIs from all parts of the country will be 
encouraged by 130 field offices of the Ministry to take up entrepreneurship. 

 During the campaign, the college students will be made aware of the various schemes 
being implemented by the Ministry of MSME through Audio/Video film presentations. 

 Awareness programs will be conducted in more than 1,300 colleges across the country in 
which 1,50,000 students are expected to participate. 
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Yogi government renames Faizabad Railway Junction to Ayodhya Cantt 
 The Uttar Pradesh government has decided to rename the Faizabad Junction to Ayodhya 

Cantt railways station. Opened in 1874, the Faizabad railway station comes under the 
Northern Railway zone. 

 It falls under the Lucknow-Varanasi section. Earlier in 2018, the Yogi Adityanath 
government had renamed Faizabad Ayodhya on the occasion of Diwali. The BJP 
government also changed the name of Allahabad to Prayagraj and Mughalsarai railway 
junction as Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyay junction. 

 
Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman participates in 6th Annual Meeting of Board of 
Governors of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

 The Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman has participated in 
the 6th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) through a video conference from New Delhi. The theme of the Annual Meeting of 
AIIB was “Investing Today and Transforming Tomorrow”. 

 This year the meeting was jointly organized by AIIB in collaboration with the Government 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The basic objective of the annual meet is to take key 
decisions on important matters relating to AIIB, and its future vision. The Finance Minister 
of India shared her thoughts on the theme “COVID-19 Crisis and Post-COVID Support”, 
during the Governor’s Roundtable Discussion. 

 
India's 1st Banni buffalo calf born through IVF procedure 

 The first IVF calf of “Banni” breed of buffaloes, found primarily in Gujarat’s Kutch region, 
was born at a farmer’s house in the state’s Gir Somnath district. The process was carried 
out to enhance the number of genetically superior buffaloes to increase milk production. 
Banni buffalo is known for its resilience and higher milk-producing capacity in an arid 
environment. 

 The breed had achieved six pregnancies from 18 recipient buffaloes at his farm, which were 
implanted with embryos through IVF technology, and the process was carried out by 
JKBovagenix of NGO JK Trust. India has more than 109 million buffaloes that are 56 per cent 
of the world’s buffalo population. 

 
In a unique initiative to celebrate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, Union Minister Sh. G.K Reddy 
launches the Amrit Mahotsav Podcast 

 The Union Minister for Culture and Tourism, G.K Reddy has launched the Amrit Mahotsav 
Podcast, as a part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebration by the ministry. The Amrit 
Mahotsav Podcast series (Zara Yaad Karo Qurbani) is a tribute to the Indian National Army 
(persons and movements), which significantly contributed to India’s freedom struggle, 
some of which have remained untold and not found a place in the conventional storyline. 

 As an ode to the sacrifices made, it is only befitting to salute these heroes by recollecting 
their stories of courage and valour as part of commemorating 75 years of India’s 
independence. 
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World’s biggest cricket bat unveiled 

 Former India captain and now Hyderabad Cricket Association (HCA) president Mohd 
Azharuddin has unveiled what is certified by the Guinness Book of World Records to be the 
biggest cricket bat, designed by Pernod Ricard India (P) Ltd, on Tank Bund. 

 The bat measures 56.10 feet, weighs 9-tonnes and is made of poplar wood. This was to 
convey best wishes to the Indian cricket team and bring back the T-20 World Cup in Dubai. 

 
Invest India as President of Geneva-based WAIPA for 2021-2023 

 Invest India, a young startup within the Government of India has been unanimously elected 
as the President of the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) for 
2021-2023. 

 Invest India is the National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency to help investors 
looking for investment opportunities and options in India. 

 
NITI Aayog AIM's digi-book- Innovations for You 

 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of NITI Aayog has launched a Digi-book named 
“Innovations for You”. The sector in focus in this Digi-book is Healthcare. “Innovation for 
you” is an initiative of Niti Aayog to share success stories of Atal Innovation Mission’s 
Startups in different domains. 

 The Digi-book was launched with the aim of serving as an encouragement for upcoming 
entrepreneurs in order to work on the path of creativity and imagination for addressing 
some of the pressing challenges in India. It also aims to showcase the best innovations and 
entrepreneurs to bring them to the forefront. 

 
Indian Navy launches Offshore Sailing Regatta from Kochi to Goa 

 The Indian Navy has organised an Offshore Sailing Regatta from Kochi to Goa, as a part of 
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, and above all, boost the spirit of adventure and 
ocean sailing among the Navy Personnel. 

 The event organised under the aegis of the Indian Naval Sailing Association (INSA) will see 
the participation of six Indian naval sailing vessels (INSVs), comprising of four 40 footers ad 
two 56 footers. The vessels will cover a total distance of 360 nautical miles between the 
starting point at the Naval base in Kochi to Goa. 

 
Tamil nadu 'Koozhangal' : India's official entry to the Oscars 2022 

 Tamil drama Koozhangal (Pebbles), directed by filmmaker Vinothraj PS, has been selected 
as India's official entry for the 94th Academy Awards. 

 The movie follows an alcoholic abusive husband who, after his long-suffering wife runs off, 
sets out with his young son to find her and bring her back. 

 It stars newcomers – Chellapandi and Karuththadaiyaan – and is produced by Vignesh 
Shivan and Nayanthara. 

 "India's official entry for Oscars this year is Koozhangal. It was picked by a 15-member jury, 
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headed by filmmaker Shaji N Karun, in a unanimous decision," Supran Sen, Secretary-
General, Film Federation of India. 

 
PM Modi to launch the Aatmanirbhar swasth Bharat Yojana (PM-ASBY) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch Pradhan Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat 
Yojana, a mega health infrastructure scheme worth over Rs 64,000 crore, in his Lok Sabha 
constituency Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh on Monday. The scheme was announced in the 
Budget speech of FY 21-22, for an outlay of about Rs 64,180 crore over six years (till FY 25-
26) and will be in addition to the National Health Mission, as per the information provided 
by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 This would be Prime Minister Modi’s second visit to Uttar Pradesh, which goes to polls next 
year, in a week. Healthcare professionals from public health centers, sub-district and 
district hospitals, and the Government Medical College of Varanasi will join in virtually. 

 
Nagaland will host 56th National Cross Country Championship 2022 

 The 2022 South Asian Federation Cross Country Championships is scheduled to be held in 
Kohima, Nagaland on January 15, 2022. Besides this, the 56th National Cross Country 
Championships will also be clubbed with the South Asian Federation Cross Country 
Championships. This will be the first-ever national athletics event hosted by Nagaland. 

 Top athletes from the eight South Asian countries will take part in the day-long 
international sports event. The championship will involve running on different types of 
terrain including sprint over dirt, jog downhill and mounting uphill. 

 
DRDO successfully tests high-speed expendable aerial target Abhyas off Odisha coast 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight-tested the 
High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT)- ABHYAS, from the Integrated Test Range 
(ITR), Chandipur off the coast of Bay of Bengal in Odisha. The target aircraft is equipped 
with a MEMS-based Inertial Navigation System (INS) for navigation along with the Flight 
Control Computer (FCC) for guidance and control. 

 ABHYAS is designed & developed by DRDO laboratory, Aeronautical Development 
Establishment (ADE), Bengaluru, for the Indian Armed Forces. The air vehicle ABHYAS can 
be used as an aerial target for the evaluation of various missile systems. 

 The vehicle is programmed for fully autonomous flight. The check-out of air vehicles is done 
using a laptop-based Ground Control Station (GCS). 

 
UIDAI to host "Aadhaar Hackathon 2021" from October 28-31 

 Government agency UIDAI is hosting a Hackathon titled “Aadhaar Hackathon 2021”. The 
hackathon is starting on 28 Oct 21 and would continue till 31 Oct 21. With new challenged 
and themes, the Hackathon 2021 will have two topics. The first theme is around 
“Enrolment and Update”, which essentially covers some of the real-life challenges being 
faced by the residents while updating their address. The second theme of the Hackathon is 
around the “Identity and Authentication” solution offered by UIDAI. 
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 UIDAI is soliciting innovative solutions to prove Identity without sharing the Aadhaar 
number or any demographics information. Also, it is looking for innovative applications 
around face authentication API – the newly launched authentication modality of UIDAI. The 
objective is to popularize some of the existing and new APIs to solve the needs of residents. 

 
DA hike: Centre approves 3% Dearness Allowance increase for Central govt employees and 
pensioners 

 The Union Cabinet has approved a further hike of 3 per cent in Dearness Allowance (DA) and 
Dearness Relief (DR) for the central government employees and pensioners. The increase of 
3% is over the existing rate of 28 per cent of the basic pay/pension and will be effective from 
July 1, 2021. Now after this hike, the DA/DR will increase to 31%. 

 It must be remembered that earlier in July 2021, the government had announced an 11% 
hike in DA/DR from 17% to 28% of the basic pay/pension. It will cost the exchequer Rs 
9,488.70 crore per annum. As a result, the DA and DR instalments are due for four periods 
including January 1, 2020, July 1, 2020, January 1, 2021, and July 1, 2021. However, the rate 
of DA/DR for the period between January 2020 to June 2021 shall remain at 17%. 
 

Chhattisgarh: Offering low-cost medicines, CM Bhupesh Baghel launches new scheme 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has virtually launched a new scheme named 
‘Shri Dhanwantri Generic Medical Store scheme’ to provide low-cost generic medicines and 
enable seamless healthcare services to the vulnerable people of the state. The scheme will 
be implemented by the Urban Administration and Development Department (UADD). 

 Under the scheme, around 188 medical shops are planned to be opened in 169 cities. 
Currently, 84 generic medical shops are opened in the inaugural session to distribute 
medicine. Under this scheme, people will get a discount between 09 per cent and 71 per 
cent on the MRP (Market Rate Price) of generic medicines. 

 
India hits 100-crore C-19 vaccine milestone 

 India completed 100 crore doses of C-19 vaccines on 21st October, in about 9 months since 
the drive began. PM Modi called the achievement “the triumph of Indian science, 
enterprise and collective spirit of 130 crore Indians”. The Prime Minister visited the Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital here and interacted with healthcare workers and people receiving 
the vaccine. 

 To mark the occasion, the Union Health Ministry held a series of events and released a two-
minute and four-second video with rap and visual representation of the country’s fight 
against C-19. 

 
Madhya Pradesh government has announced the implementation of Mukhyamantri Ration 
Aapke Dwar Yojana in the state 

 The government of Madhya Pradesh (MP) has announced the implementation of the 
scheme ‘‘Mukhyamantri Ration Apke Dwar Yojana”, which will start from November 2021. 
Under this scheme, the ration will be provided at the doorstep of the villagers where there 
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are no Fair Price Shops (FPS). 
 To provide ration material to the vulnerable sections such as Divyanga (Specially-Abled) 

and senior citizens near their homes. To ensure proper ration supply for poor tribal families 
in each village bin 74 tribal dominated blocks of 16 districts. 

 
PM Modi inaugurated Kushinagar International Airport, Kushinagar airport now hub of Buddhist 
tourist circuit 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kushinagar International Airport in 
Uttar Pradesh. The airport has been built at an estimated cost of Rs. 260 crore, by the 
Airport Authority of India. Besides, it has the longest runway in Uttar Pradesh. It will 
facilitate domestic & international pilgrims to visit the Mahaparinirvanasthal of Lord 
Buddha in Kushinagar. 

 Kushinagar is the final resting place of Gautama Buddha, where he attained 
Mahaparinirvana after his death. The airport will help in boosting tourism on the Buddhist 
circuit. The first international flight at the Kushinagar International Airport landed from 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, carrying a Sri Lankan delegation of over a hundred Buddhist Monks & 
dignitaries. Now the number of airports handling passenger flights in Uttar Pradesh has 
increased to 9. 

 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah flags off ‘Modi Van’ to mark 20 years of PM Modi in public 
office 

 The Union Home Minister Amit Shah has flagged off “Five Mobile Medical Vans” dubbed as 
Modi Van on October 19, 2021, in the Kaushambi district of Uttar Pradesh. These vans have 
been launched under the ‘Seva Hi Sangathan’ programme of BJP to commemorate Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi completing 20 years as the Head of Government. 

 The Five Mobile Medical Vans will operate in five Assembly Constituencies in Kaushambi. 
These vans will work under the aegis of Kaushambi Vikas Parishad run by BJP’s National 
Secretary Vinod Sonkar. 

 
‘Mera Ghar Mere Naam’ scheme will give succour to underprivileged in Punjab : CM Charanjit 
Channi 

 In Punjab, Chief Minister Charanjit Channi launched a new scheme titled ‘Mera Ghar Mere 
Naam’, which aims to confer proprietary rights on the people living in the houses within the 
‘Lal Lakir’ of villages and the cities. The land area which is a part of the village habitation 
and is used for non-agriculture purposes only is known as Lal Lakir. 

 The state government will undertake drone surveys of residential properties, both in rural 
and urban areas for digital mapping, following which all eligible residents would be given 
the property cards, after proper identification or verification, to confer proprietary rights 
upon them in a time-bound manner. The property card will serve the purpose of registry 
against which they can avail loans from the banks or even sell their properties. 
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Indian Army won a gold medal at the Cambrian Patrol Exercise held in the UK 
 A team from 5th Battalion-4 (5/4) Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) representing the Indian 

Army won the gold medal at the prestigious Cambrian Patrol Exercise which was held in the 
United Kingdom. The Indian Army team took part in the event and competed with a total of 
96 teams including 17 international teams representing Special Forces and prestigious 
Regiments from different parts of the world. 

 The Indian Army team received rich accolades from all the judges. The team was praised for 
their excellent navigation skills, overall physical endurance and delivery of patrol orders. 

 
Mount Harriet in Andaman to be named Mount Manipur 

 Manipur broke into celebration on Sunday after the Centre renamed the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands' 'Mount Harriet', where Manipur's Maharaja Kulchandra Dhwaj Singh and 
22 other freedom fighters were imprisoned, as 'Mount Manipur' in their honour. 

 Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh said government has asked people to organise 
candlelight celebration to express to Prime minister Narendra Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah for renaming the 'Mount Harriet National Park' as 'Mount Manipur 
National Park' in memory of the freedom fighters of the state. 

 The Chief Minister tweeted: "In a fitting tribute to Maharaja Kulachandra and other 
Manipuri freedom fighters imprisoned at Mount Harriet in Kalapani, Home Minister Amit 
Shah ji has renamed Mount Harriet as Mount Manipur. We're immensely thankful to PM 
Narendra Modi Ji & Amit Shah Ji for such a great honour of our heroes." 

  
Mumbai Postal department launched 'Know Your Postman' App 

 Mumbai postal department on October 16 launched an android-based mobile application 
'Know Your Postman' on the occasion of National Mails Day. This is the first application to 
get details of your beat postman in the history of the Mumbai Postal region. 

 The purpose of the app is to connect citizens easily to their local beat postman and 
facilitate delivery at per their convenience. At present, the database has more than 86,000 
localities and the team is working on adding more as well. 

 "Mumbai is a very big region, so it will take time to add all the localities in our database. 
But as of now, we have more than 86,000 localities in the database. 

 
Anurag Thakur launches 'MyParkings' app for people to book parking slots online in Delhi 

 The Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Anurag Singh Thakur inaugurated the 
‘MyParkings’ app. The IOT technology-enabled app has been developed by Broadcast 
Engineering Consultants India Limited (BECIL) with South Delhi Municipal Corporation 
(SDMC) to digitize all authorized parking under SDMC municipal limits. 

 The facility will be subsequently rolled out in other municipality divisions across India. 
 The main objective of the app is to help reduce pollution by minimising the time spent 

searching for parking spots. 
 The MyParking App will offer an effortless solutions to users for hassle-free parking and 

booking of online parking slots to park their vehicles without inconvenience. 
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BPCL launches automated fuelling technology UFill for customers 

 The Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has launched an automated fuelling 
technology called “UFill”, to provide a swift, secure and smart experience to its customers 
at outlets by providing them with control of fuelling. The new digital technology obviates 
the need to look at zero or final reading or any such offline manual interventions, to give 
complete control to customers over Time, Technology and Transparency in fuelling 
experience. 

 The UFill functionality can be used with any payment app like GPay, PayTM, PhonePe etc as 
well as offers real-time QR and voucher codes through SMS. 

 Additional if customers make payment in advance, and the amount paid in advance is 
partially used, the balance amount is immediately refunded to the bank account of the 
customer. 

 
Vishwakarma Vatika to be set up at Hunar Haats to promote and preserve precious traditional 
skills of artisans and craftsmen 

 The Government of India has decided to set up a “Vishwakarma Vatika” at every “Hunar 
Haats” to protect, preserve and promote India’s glorious legacy of centuries-old skills of 
artisans and craftsmen. The first such “Vishwakarma Vatika” has been set up in “Hunar 
Haat” at Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, organised from October 16 to 25, 2021. The name is 
derived from the Hindu deity “Vishwakarma” who is worshipped as the God of architects. 

 The “Vishwakarma Vatika” will be inaugurated by Union Minister for Education and Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra Pradhan on October 16, 2021. 

 The new initiative will provide a single stop place to proficient craftsmen, sculptors, 
stonemasons, blacksmiths, carpenters, potters and other artisans from across the country, 
to give live demonstrations of how India’s traditional art and craft and elegant indigenous 
handmade products are made. 

 
On Vijayadashami, PM Modi set to dedicate 7 new defence firms to the nation  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated seven new Defence PSUs, carved out of OFBs, to 
the nation. These 7 new companies have been formed following the dissolution of the 200-
year-old Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) w.e.f October 01, 2021. Under the OFB there were 
41 factories and 9 ancillary bodies. 

 Now, these factories will be distributed among the seven newly created companies. Also, 
the 70,000 employees of these OFBs will be sent to the seven new entities, with no change 
in the service condition of the employees. 

 
India’s first mobile-based e-voting system developed in Telangana 

 Telangana has developed India’s first smartphone-based eVoting solution considering the 
C-19 pandemic. The system will undergo a dry run in the form of a dummy election being 
conducted in Khammam district with the registration on the application open from October 
8-18 and the dummy voting on October 20. 
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 The eVoting solution has been developed by Telangana State Election Commission (TSEC) 
with the implementation support of the Emerging Technologies Wing of the IT Department 
of the State and the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC). 

 
Varanasi To Become Indias first City to Start Ropeway Service in Public Transportation  

 Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh will become the first city in India to use ropeway services in 
public transportation. Overall, Varanasi will be the third city in the world after Bolivia and 
Mexico City to use ropeway in public transportation. The total cost of the ropeway project 
is Rs 424 crore. The total distance of 4.2 km will be covered in just 15 minutes. 

 The project will be executed on a public-private partnership model. The cost of the project 
will be divided between the Centre and the state government at 80:20. Four stations of the 
ropeway services pilot phase will be at the height of above 11 meters. 

 
Tamil Nadu set to be first state to give kids C-19 vaccine 

 Tamil Nadu is to become the first in the country to administer C-19 vaccines to those aged 2-
18 years, said State Health Minister M Subramaniam on Wednesday. 

 The Centre has made a formal announcement on the vaccine and sent the proposal for an 
expert opinion, and once Tamil Nadu gets the nod, the State would be the first to administer 
the vaccine, Subramaniam told reporters here. 

 An expert panel of the Central drug authority has recommended granting emergency use 
authorisation to Bharat Biotech's Covaxin for children and adolescents in the 2 to 18 years 
age group with certain conditions. 

 If approved by the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI), it would be the second C-19 
vaccine after Zydus Cadila's needle-free ZyCoV-D to receive EUA for use in those below 18 
years. 

  
AIIMS Launched 'dental hygiene app' for children 

 The Department of Pediatric and Preventive Dentistry at AIIMS has launched a dental health 
education app for children to help them develop good oral health practices. 

 The “Healthy Smile” app is a bilingual app—developed through the AIIMS intermural 
research grant—has features such as a musical 2-minute brushing timer with “motivational 
songs”, brushing demonstration videos, preventive dental care tips, oral care tips for 
pregnancies, and FAQs. 

 AIIMS authorities said that this was felt to be required because dental caries was found to 
be prevalent in the pediatric population in the country to the extent of 40-50 percent. 

 
India's first Atal Community Innovation Center launched by Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur 

 India’s 1st Atal Community Innovation Center (ACIC) was inaugurated at Vivekananda Global 
University, Jaipur (VGU). It will be the first centre in the country to be set up by the 
Government of India, Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and NITI Aayog. 

 ACIC aims to support and nurture innovative ideas that can take the shape of big ideas and 
help transform society for a better tomorrow. This center, started under the joint aegis of 
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Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and VGU, will benefit the hardworking, passionate and 
courageous businessmen of Rajasthan who want to take their business towards heights. 

  
Indian Army contingent departs for Indo-US Joint Military Exercise 'Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021' in 
Alaska 

 The 17th edition of the Joint Military Training Exercise “Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021” between the 
Indian Army and the United States Army, is scheduled to take place from October 15 to 29, 
2021 at Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska in USA. The Indian contingent will comprise 
of 350 personnel of an Infantry Battalion Group. 

 The exercise will further enhance understanding, cooperation and interoperability between 
the two Armies. The previous version of the exercise was held at Mahajan Field Firing 
Ranges in Bikaner, Rajasthan in February 2021. 

 The exercise aims at enhancing understanding, cooperation and interoperability between 
two Armies. 

 The joint exercise will focus on Combined Arms Manoeuvres in cold climatic conditions and 
is primarily aimed at sharing tactical level drills and learning best practices from each other. 
The exercise will culminate after a 48-hour long validation. 

 
Haryana Govt Issues Order Banning Employees From Being Part Of Political Parties 

 Facing farmers’ protests over new farm laws for over a year now, the Haryana government 
has banned the participation of its employees in politics and elections. A notification has 
also been issued from the office of the chief secretary in this regard while implementing 
Haryana Civil Services (Government Employees Conduct) Rules, 2016. 

 The administrative secretaries, heads of department, managing directors, chief 
administrators of boards, corporations, divisional commissioners, deputy commissioners of 
Haryana, registrar of universities of Haryana and registrar (general), Punjab and Haryana 
High Court have been directed to ensure compliance of Rules 9 and 10 of Haryana Civil 
Services (Government Employees’ Conduct) Rules, 2016 in letter and in spirit. Any violation 
of the same should invite immediate and strict disciplinary action. 

 
Government of India launched ‘My Port App’  

 The Centre government has launched ‘MyPortApp’ in Kolkata for digital monitoring of port 
operation. It has been launched for promoting transparency and to provide port-related 
information. The app has been launched for those port users who want to use various port 
services. It includes all facts about the port digitally. 

 The app incorporates information related to Vessel Berthing, Rake & Indent, Rake Receipt, 
Container Status, Tariff, Bills, Port Holidays and can be accessed anywhere 24×7. 

 
PM Modi addressed 28th National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)Foundation Day 
programme 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressing at the 28th National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) Foundation Day programme, through video conferencing, in New Delhi 
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on October 12, 2021. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has addressed the 28th NHRC Foundation Day programme, 

through video conferencing on October 12, 2021, in the presence of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and NHRC chairperson. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India 
is a Statutory public body constituted on 12 October 1993 under the Protection of Human 
Rights Act 1993, for the promotion and protection of human rights and dignity of the 
marginalised. 

 The Prime Minister concluded by mentioning the human rights of future generations. He 
emphasized that with measures like International Solar Alliance, renewable energy goals 
and Hydrogen Mission, India is rapidly moving in the direction of sustainable life and eco-
friendly growth. 

 
Adani Group takes over management of Jaipur International Airport from AAI 

 Gautam Adani-led Adani Group has took over the responsibilities of the Jaipur International 
Airport from the Airports Authority of India (AAI). The airport has been leased out to the 
group by the government of India for a period of 50 years. For the last two months, officials 
from Adani group have been observing operations at the airport. Airport director J S 
Balhara handed over a symbolic key of the airport to Chief Airport Officer Adani Jaipur 
International Ltd Vishnu Jha in the presence of other officials. 

 Jaipur airport is the 11th busiest airport in India in daily scheduled flight operations. 
Located in the southern suburb of Sanganer, the airport was granted the status of the 
international airport on 29 December 2005. The civil apron can accommodate 14 aircraft 
and the new terminal building can handle up to 1,000 passengers at a time. 

 
Delhi Government launched ‘Desh Ke Mentor’ Programme for career guidance 

 Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched a programme under which students of Delhi 
government schools will be provided guidance on career choices by citizens who are 
successful in their respective fields. The ‘Desh ke mentor’ programme entails ‘adopting’ 
one to 10 government school students who can be mentored by citizens who are successful 
in their respective fields. The Delhi government had in August announced that Bollywood 
actor Sonu Sood will be the brand ambassador for the mentors’ programme. 

 Mentors will take out 10 minutes every week to guide students over the phone. Interested 
citizens can adopt between one to 10 children studying in the city’s government schools as 
part of the initiative. 

 
Tamil Nadu has been awarded a geographical indication (GI) as 'Kanyakumari clove' 

 The unique clove spice grown in the hills of Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nadu has been 
awarded a geographical indication (GI) as ‘Kanyakumari clove’. In India, the total 
production of cloves is 1,100 metric tons and of this, 1,000 metric tons is produced in Tamil 
Nadu every year while 750 metric tons of cloves are produced in the Kanyakumari district 
alone. 

 Apart from this, the traditional dye-painted figurative and patterned cloth called Karuppur 
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kalamkari paintings and the wood carvings of Kallakurichi from Tamil Nadu have also 
received GI tags. 

 
The 2021 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 

 The 2021 Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) Report was jointly released by UNDP and 
the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 

 The report provides estimates on multidimensional poverty across 109 developing 
countries (with data from surveys ranging 2009-2019/2020); These include 26 low-income 
countries, 80 middle-income countries and 3 high-income countries. The index measures 
each person’s deprivations across 10 indicators divided into three equally weighted 
dimensions. 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the (ISpA) via video-conferencing 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Indian Space Association (ISpA) via 
videoconferencing. Its founding members include Bharti Airtel, Larsen & Toubro, Nelco 
(Tata Group), OneWeb, Mapmyindia, Walchandnagar Industries and Ananth Technology 
Limited. 

 Other core members include Godrej, Hughes India, Azista-BST Aerospace Private Limited, 
BEL, Centum Electronics and Maxar India. 

 The ISpA is a private industry body that will act as a premier industry body for space and 
satellite companies in the country. ISpA will be represented by homegrown and global 
corporations with advanced capabilities in space and satellite technologies. ISpA will work 
towards boosting space technology in India, with focus on capacity building and space 
economic hubs and incubators in India. 

 
The Indian Railways launched two long haul freight trains ‘Trishul’, ‘Garuda’  

 The Indian Railways has launched two long haul freight trains “Trishul” and “Garuda” — 
which are twice or multiple times longer than the normal composition of freight trains. 
These long haul trains provide a very effective solution to the problem of capacity 
constraints in critical sections. These trains are twice or multiple times longer than the 
normal composition of freight trains and provide a very effective solution to the problem of 
capacity constraints in critical sections. 

 Trishul is the first long haul train of South Central Railway (SCR) and consists of 177 wagons, 
or equal to three freight trains. It was launched from the Kondapalli station of the 
Vijayawada division to the Khurda division of the East Coast Railway. 

 The train ‘Garuda’ was launched from Raichur of Guntakal division to Manuguru of 
Secunderabad division. Both the long haul trains had empty open wagons to be used to 
load coal meant for predominantly thermal power stations. 

 
 Union Minister Jyotiraditya M. Scindia flags off the Doon Drone Mela 

 Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia has flagged off the Doon Drone 
Mela 2021 in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. Minister flagged off the event with a paragliding 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 
 www.toprankers.com   

 

 
 
 

demonstration and also interacted with the drone companies exhibiting their prototypes at 
the Doon Drone Mela. The day marked the demonstration of the Drone & Aerosports 
Demonstrations that included a paragliding demonstration by the Border Security Force, a 
Paramotor demonstration by Harsh Sachan, and an agriculture spraying drone 
demonstration by IoTechWorld Aviation & Dhaksha. 

 Furthermore, the event also included an emergency search & response drone 
demonstration with an indigenously 3D-printed drone by the Drone Application and 
Research Centre (DARC) & State Disaster Response Force (SDRF). It was followed by a brief 
survey drone demonstration by the Aarav Unmanned Systems (AUS) under the SVAMITVA 
Scheme along with a training drone demonstration by Sqn Ldr Varsha Kukreti (Retd). 

 
Telangana , Uttarakhand introduced mobile court units 

 Telangana and Uttarakhand have become the first states in the country to introduce mobile 
court units to allow witnesses and victims, including women and children, to record 
evidence from remote locations under circumstances which do not permit them to appear 
before courts in person. 

 The aim is to allow recording of evidence of women and child victims or witnesses, doctors 
and medical practitioners and investigation officers on demand. The mobile court unit 
facility is meant for subordinate courts. 

 
Railways launched two long haul freight trains Trishul and Garuda 

 The Indian Railways has launched two long haul freight trains "Trishul" and "Garuda" -- 
which are twice or multiple times longer than the normal composition of freight trains. 
These long haul trains provide a very effective solution to the problem of capacity 
constraints in critical sections. 

 Trishul is South Central Railway (SCR)'s first long haul train comprising three freight trains, 
i.e. 177 wagons. This train was launched on Thursday from the Kondapalli station of the 
Vijayawada division to the Khurda division of the East Coast Railway. 

 SCR followed it up with the running of yet another similar train 'Garuda' on Friday from 
Raichur of Guntakal division to Manuguru of Secunderabad division. 

 
Parliamentary Standing committees for 2021-22 reconstituted 

 Various department-related Parliamentary Standing Committees were reconstituted on 
Saturday by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla in consultation with Rajya Sabha Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu. 

 Bharatiya Janata Party member Sushil Kumar Modi has been appointed the new chairman 
of the Parliamentary Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice, in place 
of Bhupender Yadav who has become a minister. 

 Congress MP Anand Sharma will continue to head the Parliamentary panel on Home Affairs 
and Jairam Ramesh will retain the chairmanship of the Committee on Science and 
Technology, Environment, Forests and Climate Change. 
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Newest Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh approved by National Tiger Conservation Authority  
 National Tiger Conservation Authority has approved the Chhattisgarh government’s 

proposal to declare the combined areas of the Guru Ghasidas National Park & Tamor Pingla 
Wildlife Sanctuary as a Tiger Reserve. 

 It is located in the northern part of the state, bordering Madhya Pradesh & Jharkhand. This 
is the 4th Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh (Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, Indravati). 

  
2021 State of the Education Report for India: UNESCO 

 On the Occasion of the World Teachers’ Day (5th October), the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launched its 2021 State of the Education 
Report (SOER) for India: “No Teacher, No Class”. This publication is the annual flagship 
report of UNESCO New Delhi and it is based on extensive research. This third edition of the 
State of Education Report focused on the theme of teachers, teaching and teacher 
education. Access to the internet in schools is 19 per cent all over India. 

 The Higher proportion of women teachers: Chandigarh, Delhi, Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu 
 The lower proportion of women teachers: Tripura, Assam, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Bihar. 

  
Telangana: Bathukamma festival begins in the state 

 The nine-day floral festival has begun in Telangana. The festival began with excitement as 
the women were dressed in traditional clothes and colourful processions were carried out 
in Telangana, the Bathukamma festival is celebrated during Durga Navratri. 

 Bathukamma festival begins on the day of Mahalaya Amavasya and the festival continues 
till nine days, ending on the day of Durgashtami. 

 
Tata Sons wins bid for acquiring national carrier Air India 

 Tata Group, the progenitor of the Air India airline, reclaimed it, nearly 60 years after it was 
nationalised. Tata Sons bid ₹180 billion for the government’s 100% stake in Air India. The 
government is seeking to sell 100 per cent of its stake in the state-owned national airline, 
including Air India’s 100 per cent shareholding in AI Express Ltd and 50 per cent in Air India 
SATS Airport Services Private Ltd. 

 The stake sale process, which begun on January 2020, faced delays due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. In April 2021, the government asked potential bidders to put in financial bids. 

 JRD Tata founded the airline in October 1932 and it was at that time called Tata Airlines. This 
marks the return of Air India to Tata fold after 68 years. The government nationalised the 
airline in 1953. With this, the airline will go back to the Tatas who have a long history with 
the national carrier. 

 
C-19:Maharashtra Government Launched 'Mission Kavach Kundal' From 8th To 14th Oct 

 The state government of Maharashtra has launched a special C-19 vaccination drive named 
as Mission Kavach Kundal, with the target of inoculating 15 lakh people everyday. The week-
long drive has been organised from October 08 to October 14, 2021. The drive is in line with 
Centre’s target of reaching 100 crore vaccination mark till 15 October 2021.  
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 Meanwhile, the country reported 22,431 new cases in the last 24 hours. The active caseload 
is presently 2,44,198, which is the lowest in 204 days.   

 
Make In India: Centre approves setting up of 7 mega textile parks with Rs 4,445 crore outlay 

 The Centre has approved the setting up of seven new mega textile parks, or PM MITRA 
parks across the country in an effort to help furthering the growth of the textile sector in 
the economy and position India strongly on the Global textiles map. The Mega Integrated 
Textile Region and Apparel Parks (PM MITRA) will be based on the 5F vision of the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister. The ‘5F’ Formula consists of Farm to fibre; fibre to factory; factory to 
fashion; fashion to foreign. 

 These parks will be set up at Greenfield and Brownfield sites in different States by a Special 
Purpose Vehicle which will be owned by the State Government and Government of India in 
a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Mode. The total outlay for the project has been set at Rs 
4,445 crore for five years. 

 
Shri Mansukh Mandaviya releases State of the World’s Children report of UNICEF 

 Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has released UNICEF’s global flagship 
publication “The State of the World’s Children 2021; On My Mind: promoting, protecting 
and caring for children’s mental health in New Delhi. The report details the significant 
impact of C-19 pandemic on children’s mental health. 

 This is very vital to address mental health as an important aspect for creating a healthy 
society. Mansukh noted that teachers are very important stakeholders for addressing 
mental health issues along with parents and family. 

 UNICEF India Representative Dr Yasmin Ali Haque presented some key findings of the 
report. 

 As per the report, around 14 per cent of 15 to 24-year-olds in India, or 1 in 7 of them, 
reported often feeling depressed or having little interest in doing things. 

 
'India's First' E-fish Market App Launched In Assam 

 Assam Minister for Fisheries, Environment and Forest and Excise, Parimal Suklabaidya 
launched an App Fishwaale, India’s first e-fish market. Table size fish such as bhangon, 
mrigal and rohu and freshwater and seawater frozen fish (icebox) will be available coupled 
with dry fish packets, dry fish raw, fish pickles and processed fish products. 

 Developed by Aqua Blue Global Aquaculture Solutions Pvt. Ltd. in collaboration with the 
fisheries department at a function held at Sri Madhabdev Bhawan auditorium, the minister 
called the app “a one-stop solution for aquaculture” that will help both the buyers and 
sellers. This platform will help the fish farming community get a reasonable price for their 
produce and lead to the elimination of middlemen. 

 
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy launched ‘Swechha’ programme 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the ‘Swechha’ 
program to tackle the stigma attached to menstruation, prioritize female personal hygiene, 
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and encourage a healthy dialogue of information. ‘Swechha’ (meaning freedom) is intended 
to ensure affordable access to health and menstrual hygiene in adolescent girls and 
women. 

 The state government will provide good quality branded sanitary napkins to female 
students at government educational institutions free of cost. 

 Ten sanitary napkins will be given every month to about 10 lakh adolescent girls studying 
from 7th-12th grades in all government schools and intermediate colleges across the state 
at a financial outlay of INR 32 crores. 

 A total of 120 napkins per year is allotted to every female student, even during summer 
vacations, the students will be supplied with their quota before they leave school. 

 
Telangana Develops India's First Smartphone-Based E-Voting Solution 

 Telangana on Wednesday said it has developed the country's first smartphone-based e-
voting solution, in the face of the C-19 pandemic that has rushed the world into all-digital 
operations. 

 The solution has been successfully developed and tested while a dry run, in the form of a 
dummy election, is being conducted in Khammam district, with registration on the 
application open from October 8-18. 

 The initiative has been driven by the Telangana State Election Commission (TSEC) with the 
implementation support of the Emerging Technologies Wing of the state's IT Department, 
and the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), it said. 

 
PM Modi visits Lucknow for “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ Events  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Azadi@75 – New Urban India: Transforming 
Urban Landscape’ Conference-cum-Expo in Lucknow at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan as a 
part of Azadi@75 celebrations. The theme of the three-day event is “New Urban India”. It 
will culminate on October 07, 2021. The Conference-cum-Expo is organised by the Ministry 
of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

 The Conference-cum-Expo is a platform to showcase the prospective transformative urban 
missions and highlight the achievements and the flagship urban development missions 
undertaken in the past 7 years of the Modi government. 

 
GI-tagged 'Mihidana' batch from West Bengal exported to Bahrain 

 The first consignment of Geographical Indication (GI) tagged sweet dish Mihidana, from 
Bardhaman, West Bengal has been exported to the Kingdom of Bahrain. This initiative is 
part of the effort to promote indigenous & Geographical Identification (GI) tagged products 
of India globally. The product was exported by APEDA registered M/S DM Enterprises, 
Kolkata. 

 West Bengal’s Bardhaman got the GI tag for the Mihidana sweetmeats in 2017. A GI tag is a 
sign denoting a specific geographical origin and possesses qualities or a reputation that are 
due to that origin. 
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India joins Seychelles' Tax Inspectors Without Borders program 
 The Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) has launched its programme in Seychelles. India 

has been chosen as the Partner Administration for this programme. The country will be 
providing its Tax Expert in support of the initiative. The focus of the 12-month programme 
will be on Transfer Pricing cases of tourism and financial services sectors. 

 TIWB is a joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), since its launch in 2015. 

 The aim of the initiative is to aid countries in strengthening their tax administration by 
transferring technical know-how and skills to the tax auditors through sharing of best audit 
practices. 

 This is the sixth TIWB programme in which India has supported by providing Tax Expert. 
 
ICMR's drone-based vaccine delivery model launched 

 The Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Mansukh Mandaviya, launched ‘i-
Drone’, a drone-based vaccine delivery model for Northeast states. The i-Drone has been 
developed by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). i-Drone stands for ICMR’s 
Drone Response and Outreach in North East. 

 The main objective of this tool is to facilitate vaccine delivery to tough and hard-to-reach 
terrains of India, and to improve healthcare accessibility to the last mile. Currently, the 
drone-based delivery project is being implemented in Manipur, Nagaland, and the union 
territory of Andaman and Nicobar Island. ICMR collaborated with the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kanpur for conducting an initial study to test the capacity of drones to carry 
and transfer vaccines safely. 

 
M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated Mahabahu Brahmaputra River Heritage Centre 

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has inaugurated the Mahabahu Brahmaputra River 
Heritage Centre in the presence of Governor Jagdish Mukhi and Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma in Guwahati in the state of Assam. The centre was originally served as the 
residence of the British deputy commissioner of Kamrup. Nearly 150 years after it was 
constructed, the iconic DC Bungalow of Guwahati was opened to the public as a heritage 
centre. 

 After the British annexed Assam in 1826 (after the Treaty of Yandaboo), the post of DC was 
created for Guwahati in 1839. 

 Several sites were surveyed for DC residence before Barphukanar Tilla on the banks of the 
Brahmaputra, where cannons used in the Battle of Saraighat lay scattered, was chosen. 
Post-independence, it continued to be the DC’s bungalow until 2011. 

 
Expo 2020 Dubai: India Pavilion one of the biggest at the event 

 The World Expo 2020 has been organised at Dubai in the United Arab Emirates from 1 
October 2021 to 31 March 2022. The main theme of the Dubai Expo 2020 is “Connecting 
Minds, Creating the Future”. The Expo was originally scheduled to take place from 20 
October 2020 to 10 April 2021 but was postponed due to the C-19 pandemic. 
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 Expo 2020 is the first to be held in the MENA & SA (the Middle East and North Africa & 
South Asia) region. World Expos provide a platform to showcase the greatest innovations 
that have shaped the world we live in today. The grand event will have 191 country 
pavilions. 

 
David Julius, Ardem Patapoutian win 2021 Nobel Prize in Medicine for discoveries of receptors 
for temperature and touch 

 The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2021 was awarded jointly to David Julius and 
Ardem Patapoutian “for their discoveries of receptors for temperature and touch.” These 
breakthrough discoveries launched intense research activities leading to a rapid increase in 
our understanding of how our nervous system senses heat, cold, and mechanical stimuli. 

 The laureates identified critical missing links in our understanding of the complex interplay 
between our senses and the environment. The announcement was made by a panel at the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. 

 David Julius of the University of California utilised capsaicin, a pungent compound from chili 
peppers that induces a burning sensation, to identify a sensor in the nerve endings of the 
skin that responds to heat. 

 Ardem Patapoutian, who is with Howard Hughes Medical Institute at Scripps Research, 
used pressure-sensitive cells to discover a novel class of sensors that respond to 
mechanical stimuli in the skin and internal organs. 

 
Union minister Kiren Rijiju inaugurated India’s first Sports Arbitration Centre in Ahmedabad  

 The Union Minister of Law and Justice, Kiren Rijiju has inaugurated the first Sports 
Arbitration Centre of India at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. This Sports Arbitration Centre of India 
(SACI) will serve as an independent body to fast track disputes in the sports sector and 
serve as a mechanism to redress issues related to sports. 

 The SACI will be promoted by Ahmedabad-based SE TransStadia Pvt Ltd. and all legal 
backing will be provided by the Ministry of Law and Justice. The SACI will have a far-
reaching impact for the sports sector of the country by creating a reputation and 
establishing credibility for itself through the provision to settle disputes and other issues 
and concerns of the sports sector in a fast, transparent and very accountable manner. 

 
World's largest khadi national flag, weighing 1,000 kg, unveiled in Leh 

 The world’s largest national flag, made up of Khadi cloth, has been installed in Leh, Ladakh, 
on the occasion of the 152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 02, 2021. 
The Khadi national flag was inaugurated by Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur. The 
flag is made by Khadi Dyers and Printers based in Mumbai which is affiliated to the Khadi 
Village and Industries Commission. 

 The Sura-Soi Engineer Regiment was entrusted with the responsibility of bringing the 
national flag from Mumbai to Leh and also with the task of installing it at the top of the 
high mountains for the unveiling ceremony. 
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Umngot river of Meghalaya is India's cleanest river 
 The Umngot river in Meghalaya is the cleanest in the country, the Ministry of Jal Shakti said 

in a tweet. Popularly known as Dawki river, river Umngot is 100 kilometre from Shillong in 
Meghalaya. 

 "It seems as if the boat is in the air; water is so clean and transparent. Wish all our rivers 
were as clean. Hats off to the people of Meghalaya," The Ministry of Jal Shakti wrote on 
Twitter. 

  
Karnataka CM set to inaugurate new district of Vijayanagar 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai will inaugurate Vijayanagar as the new state 
district at an event on Saturday. Vijayanagar will become the 31st district of Karnataka. 

 According to sources, Bommai is expected to announce a package of Rs 464 crore for 
various development works in Vijayanagar district. The new district comprises six 'taluks', 
including the World Heritage site Hampi. The district was carved out of Bellary district. 

  
Mitra Shakti 21: Indian Contingent Leaves For Sri Lanka 

 The 8th edition of the India – Sri Lanka bilateral joint Exercise “Mitra Shakti-21” is 
scheduled to take place at Combat Training School, Ampara in Sri Lanka from October 4 to 
15, 2021. The aim of the exercise is to enhance interoperability and sharing best practices 
in counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism operations between Armies of both countries 
and further strengthen the relationship between both the South Asian Nations. 

 The exercise will involve tactical level operations at the sub-unit level in an international 
Counter Insurgency and Counter Terrorism environment and will go a long way in further 
strengthening the relationship between both the South Asian Nations and will act as a 
catalyst in bringing synergy and cooperation at the grass-root level between both Armies. 

 
Chhattisgarh CM launches cow dung based power generation project 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday launched an electricity generation 
project that uses cow dung as fuel at a farmers' event to mark Gandhi Jayanti , officials 
said. 

 Addressing a farmers' rally at Basic School ground in Bemetara district, Baghel said the 
project will see involvement of villagers, women and youth, and was a step towards 
realizing Mahatma Gandhi's dream of 'Gram Swaraj' (village self rule). 

 "The entire world is worried over global warming. There is talk of green energy 
everywhere, so our government has decided to make electricity from cow dung. In every 
village, such a unit will be set up in gauthans (a place in rural areas where cattle are kept), 
where cow dung is procured under the Godhan Nyay Yojana scheme," he said. 

  
Alibag's famed white onion gets Geographical Indication Tag 

 The famed white onion of Alibag in Maharashtra's Raigad district has earned itself a 
'Geographical Indication', giving the crop a unique identity and wider markets, agriculture 
department. 
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 They pointed out that Alibag's white onion, which has medicinal qualities and is used for 
the treatment of heart ailments, controlling cholesterol and creation of insulin, has been 
mentioned in the official gazette as long back as 1883. 

 "The agriculture department here and Konkan Agriculture University had jointly submitted 
the GI application on January 15, 2019. On September 29 this year, the proposal was 
scrutinised in the Mumbai office of the Registrar of Patents and it was decided to confer GI 
tag on Alibag's white onion. 

 
Maharashtra: Palghar's Famed Wada Kolam Rice Gets Geographical Indication Tag 

 A variety of rice widely grown in Wada in Palghar district in Maharashtra has been given a 
'Geographical Indication' tag, which will give it a unique identity as well as wider markets. 

 Wada Kolam rice got the 'Geographical Indication' tag in a meeting held in Mumbai on 
September 29. 

 Wada Kolam, also known as Zini or Jhini rice, is a traditional variety grown in Wada tehsil of 
Palghar, with the grain being off white in colour. 

 
Chhattisgarh CM launches cow dung based power generation project 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday launched an electricity generation 
project that uses cow dung as fuel at a farmers' event to mark Gandhi Jayanti , officials 
said. 

 Addressing a farmers' rally at Basic School ground in Bemetara district, Baghel said the 
project will see involvement of villagers, women and youth, and was a step towards 
realizing Mahatma Gandhi's dream of 'Gram Swaraj' (village self rule). 

 "The entire world is worried over global warming. There is talk of green energy 
everywhere, so our government has decided to make electricity from cow dung. In every 
village, such a unit will be set up in gauthans (a place in rural areas where cattle are kept), 
where cow dung is procured under the Godhan Nyay Yojana scheme," he said. 

  
Alibag's famed white onion gets Geographical Indication Tag 

 The famed white onion of Alibag in Maharashtra's Raigad district has earned itself a 
'Geographical Indication', giving the crop a unique identity and wider markets, agriculture 
department. 

 They pointed out that Alibag's white onion, which has medicinal qualities and is used for 
the treatment of heart ailments, controlling cholesterol and creation of insulin, has been 
mentioned in the official gazette as long back as 1883. 

 "The agriculture department here and Konkan Agriculture University had jointly submitted 
the GI application on January 15, 2019. On September 29 this year, the proposal was 
scrutinised in the Mumbai office of the Registrar of Patents and it was decided to confer GI 
tag on Alibag's white onion. 

 
Maharashtra: Palghar's Famed Wada Kolam Rice Gets Geographical Indication Tag 

 A variety of rice widely grown in Wada in Palghar district in Maharashtra has been given a 
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'Geographical Indication' tag, which will give it a unique identity as well as wider markets. 
 Wada Kolam rice got the 'Geographical Indication' tag in a meeting held in Mumbai on 

September 29. 
 Wada Kolam, also known as Zini or Jhini rice, is a traditional variety grown in Wada tehsil of 

Palghar, with the grain being off white in colour. 
 
Prime Minister of India chaired 38th PRAGATI Meeting 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has chaired the 38th PRAGATI meeting to review multiple 
projects, grievances and programmes of central and state government. PRAGATI stands for 
Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation. In the meeting, eight projects were 
taken for review having a cumulative cost of around Rs 50,000 crore. 297 projects worth Rs. 
14.39 lakh crore has been reviewed so far in the previous 37 PRAGATI meetings. 

 PRAGATI is an ambitious multi-purpose and multi-modal platform, launched in March 2015, 
by PM Modi as a unique integrating and interactive platform, aimed at addressing common 
man’s grievances and simultaneously monitoring and reviewing important programmes and 
projects of the Government of India as well as projects flagged by State Governments. 

 
Amazon brings global computer science education initiative to India 

 E-commerce major Amazon India has announced the launch of Amazon Future Engineer, its 
global computer science education programme in India. The programme will enable access 
to quality computer science education and career opportunities for students from 
underrepresented and underserved communities. In the first year of its launch, Amazon 
aims to enable and deliver learning opportunities to more than 1 lakh students from 900 
government and aided schools across seven states in India. 

 Amazon Future Engineer aims to address the gap by bringing early exposure and access to 
computer science education to students through in-person, online and blended learning 
formats. 

 Amazon is working with its global knowledge partner Code.org, a global non-profit 
organization dedicated to computer science education. 

 
'Elder Line' rings in hope for senior citizens 

 Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has launched India’s first Pan-India helpline for 
senior citizens named ‘Elder Line’ for which the toll-free number is 14567. The platform will 
allow senior citizens to connect and share their concerns, get information and guidance on 
problems that they face on a day-to-day basis. 

 It will provide free information and guidance on pension issues, legal issues, extend 
emotional support, and even intervenes on the field in cases of abuse, and rescues the 
homeless elderly. Tata Trusts and NSE Foundation are the technical partners for “Elder 
Line”. 

 
Government increases the income limit of disabled dependents for family pension  

 Ministry of defence and union government has decided to increase the income limit of 
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disabled dependents for family pension to children/siblings suffering from mental or 
physical disability. The child/sibling will be eligible for family pension for life if his/her 
overall income from sources other than a family pension is less than 30% of the last pay 
drawn by the deceased government servant/pensioner concerned plus the dearness relief 
admissible thereon. 

 The financial benefit in such cases will accrue with effect from 08 February 2021. Presently, 
the disabled child/sibling is eligible for family pension if the overall monthly income of the 
disabled child/sibling from sources other than the family pension is not more than Rs 9,000, 
along with dearness relief. 

  
Hurun India Rich List 2021: Mukesh Ambani on tops 

 Reliance Industries Chairman, Mukesh Ambani has topped the IIFL Wealth Hurun India Rich 
List for the 10th consecutive year. In 2021, his total net worth was recorded at Rs 7,18,000 
crore. Meanwhile, Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani is in the second spot with a net 
worth of Rs. 5,05,900 crore. Shiv Nadar & the family of HCL technologies are third in the list 
with a net worth of Rs 2,36,600 crore. 

 The Hurun India Rich list 2021 has named the richest individuals in the country with a 
wealth of Rs 1,000 crore or more as on September 15, 2021. The Hurun India Rich List 2021, 
features as many as 1,007 individuals across 119 cities with a net worth of Rs 1,000 crore. 
As per the report, India has 237 billionaires, up 58 compared to last year. 

 

SPORTS 
Netherland’s All-rounder cricketer Ryan ten Doeschate announced retirement   

 Ryan ten Doeschate, the 41-year-old Cricket all-rounder from the Netherlands, announced 
retirement from International Cricket after Netherland failed to qualify for the Super 12 
stage of the International Cricket Council (ICC) T20 World Cup. During the qualifiers, 
Netherland lost to Namibia and failed to enter the Super 12 stage, which was his last 
international match. 

 Ryan ten Doeschate has scored 2074 runs from 57 international Test matches, 1541 runs 
from 33 One Day Internationals & 533 runs from 24 T20 internationals, since his debut in 
2006. 

 
Fabio Quartararo Becomes 2021 MotoGP World Champion 

 Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP’s Fabio Quartararo became the ‘’2021 MotoGP World 
Champion’’. Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati Lenovo Team) secured second and Joan Mir (Team 
Suzuki Ecstar), finished third. Fabio Quartararo is the sixth-youngest rider to clinch a 
premier class world title, aged 22 years, 187 days on race day of the Emilia Romagna GP. 

 Quartararo became the first French rider to clinch a premier class world title and the 
seventh overall in GP racing along with Johann Zarco (2 titles), Mike Di Meglio (1), Arnaud 
Vincent (1), Olivier Jacque (1), Christian Sarron (1) and Jean-Louis Tournadre (1). 
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FIFA Rankings: India gain one spot, now ranked 106th 
 India has ranked 106th in the FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association) 

Rankings 2021, the position of team India was increased to one spot. After the victory in 
the SAFF (South Asian Football Federation) Championship 2021 of team India led by Sunil 
Chhetri, it has secured the 106th position. 

 The team has defeated Nepal in the summit clash. Under the FIFA Rankings, Belgium is at 
1st position. Brazil holds 2nd position, France holds 3rd position. 

 
Ahmedabad and Lucknow will be the two new teams of IPL 

 Ahmedabad and Lucknow are the two new teams that will be part of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) from 2022. Hence taking the total number of teams in the competition to ten. 
RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group (RPSG) is the owner of the Lucknow team while CVC Capital 
Partners is the owner of the Ahmedabad team. 

 RPSG group has won the bid for Lucknow at Rs. 7090 crore, while CVC Capitals a.k.a Irelia 
has won the bid for Ahmedabad at Rs. 5625 crore. The IPL’s first season was played in 2008. 
There have been fourteen seasons of the IPL tournament. The 15th season will see 10 
teams competing for the IPL title. 

 
Australian fast bowler James Pattinson retires from international cricket 

 Australian fast bowler James Pattinson has retired from international cricket after realising 
that he won’t be in the reckoning for the Ashes series due to fitness issues. The 31-year-
old, who has played 21 Tests and 15 ODIs, though will continue to play domestic cricket. 

 Pattinson claimed 81 Test wickets and 16 ODI scalps in his career after making his Test 
debut in December 2011 alongside Mitchell Starc and David Warner against New Zealand in 
Brisbane. His last Test was against New Zealand in Sydney in January 2020 while he last 
played an ODI way back in September 2015 against England at Leeds. 

 
Tennis Overview of 2021 BNP Paribas Open held at Indian Wells-USA 

 The 2021 BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, also known as the 2021 Indian Wells 
Masters, was held from October 04 to 18, 2021 at Indian Wells, California, US. This marks 
the 47th edition of the men’s BNP Paribas Open (ATP Masters) and the 32nd Edition of the 
women’s BNP Paribas Open (WTA Masters). 

 Cameron Norrie won his maiden ATP Masters 1000 by winning the Men’s singles title at the 
2021 BNP Paribas Open. 

 Paula Badosa defeats Victoria Azarenka to win the Women’s Singles Title. 
 Elise Mertens and Su Wei Hsieh won the Women’s Doubles title. 
 John Peers and Filip Polasek won the Men’s Doubles title. 

 
China wins Uber Cup and Indonesia wins Thomas Cup 

 China beat Japan 3-1 in a thrilling Uber Cup final in Aarhus, Denmark, to reclaim the Uber 
Cup title. This is China’s 15th Uber Cup title win in 19 finals. The match pivoted on the 
longest match in the Uber Cup history when Chen Qing Chan and Jia Yi Fan won their 
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doubles match. Indonesia lifted the Thomas Cup trophy for the first time since 2002 after 
defeating the defending champions China 3-0 in the final match held in Aarhus, Denmark. 

 Uber and Thomas Cup are the biennial international badminton championship played by 
the women and men’s national teams of the members of the Badminton World Federation. 

 
Bhavani Devi wins fencing competition in France 

 Fencer Bhavani Devi, who made history at the Tokyo Olympics by becoming the first Indian 
to compete in the sport at the Games, has won the Charlellville National Competition in 
France in the individual women’s sabre event. 

 She is currently ranked 50th in the world and is the top-ranked fencer from India. She is 
eyeing a good show at the 2022 Asian Games and has started preparing for the multi-
discipline sporting extravaganza. 

 
15-year-old Divya Deshmukh became India's 21st Woman Grand Master (WGM) 

 15-year-old Divya Deshmukh became India’s 21st Woman Grand Master (WGM) after 
achieving her 2nd International Master (IM) at Grand Master (GM) in Budapest, Hungary. 
He scored five points in the nine rounds and ended up with a performance rating of 2452 to 
secure her final WGM norm. 

 Divya also secured her second IM-norm and is now a norm away from becoming an 
International Master. Apart from three wins, she played out four draws while losing two 
games in the tournament. 

  
SAFF Championship: India Beat Nepal 3-0 To Win 8th Title 

 India beat Nepal, 3-0, to win the 2021 SAFF Championship final title, held on October 16, 
2021, at the National Football Stadium in Male, Maldives. This is the eighth SAFF 
Championship title claimed by the Indian men’s national football team. Previously the team 
had won the title in 1993, 1997, 1999, 2005, 2009, 2011, 2015. 

 Sunil Chhetri , Suresh Singh Wangjam and Sahal Abdul Samad were the goal scorer for the 
Indian team in final. Top Scorer in the championship Sunil Chhetri (Captain) – 5 goals. 
Meanwhile, Sunil Chhetri scored his 80th international strike at the championship to equal 
his score with iconic Lionel Messi and became the second-highest goal-scorer in 
international football among active players. 

 
Chennai Super Kings wins IPL 2021 

 Chennai Super Kings (CSK) has defeated Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in the finals to win the 
2021 Indian Premier League (IPL) title. 

 This was the 14th edition of IPL which is an India-based Cricket league in 20-20 format. This 
was the 4th win of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in IPL, having previously won the tournament 
in 2010, 2011, and 2018. 

 
MS Dhoni becomes first in world cricket to captain in 300 T20 Games 

 Chennai Super Kings skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni on Friday became the first player in 
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world cricket to captain a team in 300 T20 games across various competitions, during his 
side's IPL summit clash against Kolkata Kight Riders here. 

 The 40-year-old former India captain, playing his 10th IPL final (ninth for CSK as captain), has 
led the 'Yellow Brigade' in 214 games across 12 editions that they have taken part out of the 
14 IPL seasons. 

 He has also led Rising Pune Supergiants during one IPL season apart from leading India in six 
T20 World Cups. His crowning glory would certainly be leading India to the T20 World Cup 
title in South Africa back in 2007. 

 
Ireland's Amy Hunter becomes world's youngest ODI centurion 

 Ireland’s Amy Hunter hit 121 not out on her 16th birthday against Zimbabwe, making her 
the youngest batter to score an ODI century in either men’s or women’s cricket.  

 The Belfast batter – who was playing in only her fourth ODI – broke the record previously 
held by India’s Mithali Raj, scorer of a century against Ireland in 1999 when she was 16 years 
205 days. 

 
ISSF Junior World Championship : Indian Shooters win 43 medals 

 The 2021 International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior World Championship 
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun was held at Lima in Peru. The Indian shooters claimed a historic win 
with 43 medals to stand atop in the medal table. These included 17 Gold, 16 Silver and 10 
Bronze medals. The USA finished second on the medal table with 21 medals including six 
gold, eight silver and six bronze. 

 Meanwhile, Manu Bhaker created a milestone record of becoming the first Indian shooter 
to win the highest number of medals in a single edition of the ISSF Junior World 
Championships, with as many as five medals. These included 4 gold medals and a bronze. 

 
FIFA unveils ‘Ibha’ - official mascot of U-17 2022 Women's World Cup 

 World football body, FIFA has unveiled the official mascot of the U-17 Women’s World Cup 
India 2022 “Ibha” an Asiatic lioness representing women power. The tournament will be 
held in India from October 11-30 next year. The announcement coincided with the 
International Day of the Girl Child. 

 According to a release issued by the global body, Ibha aims to inspire women and girls 
across India and around the world to realise their potential. Ibha is a strong, playful and 
charming Asiatic lioness that aims to inspire and encourage women and girls by using 
teamwork, resilience, kindness and empowering others. 

 
Valtteri Bottas Wins Turkish Grand Prix 2021 

Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) has won the F1 Turkish Grand Prix 2021, held on October 
10, 2021. This is his first title of this season. Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) came 
second while Sergio Perez (Mexico- Red Bull) finished third. Meanwhile, Lewis Hamilton 
finished fifth. 
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19-year-old Anshu becomes first Indian woman wrestler to win World Championships silver 

 At the 2021 World Wrestling Championships, Indian wrestler Anshu Malik created history as 
she became the first Indian women finalist at the World Championship, and also the first 
female player from India to claim a silver medal. The 19-year old Anshu settled for a silver 
medal after losing to 2016 Olympic champion Helen Lousie Maroulis of the United States in 
a 57kg freestyle bout. 

 Till date, Indian women wrestlers Alka Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat (2012), Babita Phogat 
(2012), Pooja Dhanda (2018) and Vinesh Phogat (2019) have been able to win a bronze each. 
Wrestler Sushil Kumar (2010) is the lone wrestler from India to win World Championship till 
date. Besides this, Sarita Mor claimed her maiden medal by winning bronze in the 59kg 
category at the 2021 World Wrestling Championships being held at Oslo, Norway from 
October 02 to 10, 2021. 

 Centre organises 'Buddhist Circuit Train FAM Tour and Conference' to promote religious 
tourism 

 
Union Minister of State for Tourism, Ajay Bhatt has flagged off the “Buddhist Circuit Train  

 FAM Tour” from Safdarjung railway station (part of Delhi Suburban Railways). Ministry of 
Tourism in association with the Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has 
organized the Buddhist Circuit Train FAM Tour as part of the Union government’s “Dekho 
Apna Desh” initiative. 

 The tour will cover the visit of prominent Buddhist sites and conferences at Bodhgaya and 
Varanasi. The event is likely to be attended by around 125 delegates including tour 
operators, hoteliers, media and officials of the Ministry of Tourism and state governments. 

 
Germany unveil logo for Euro 2024 at Berlin's Olympiastadion 

 Germany has unveiled the logo for soccer’s 2024 European Championship during a 
ceremony with a light show in the stadium that will hold the final. The logo features an 
outline of the Henri Delaunay Cup — the bulbous tournament trophy — set on a coloured 
oval outline that resembles the Olympiastadion’s roof. It features colours from the flags of 
UEFA’s 55 member nations, set in 24 slices around the trophy to represent the 24 teams 
that will ultimately qualify for the tournament in Germany. 

 Logos for each of the 10 host cities; Berlin, Cologne, Dortmund, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, 
Gelsenkirchen, Hamburg, Leipzig, Munich and Stuttgart were also presented. The 
tournament is due to be played in June and July 2024 with the match schedule to be 
confirmed next year. 

 
Asian Table Tennis Championship 2021: Indian men’s team wins bronze medal  

 The Indian men’s table tennis team claimed the bronze medal in the Asian Table Tennis 
Championships in Doha, Qatar, after losing to South Korea 0-3 in the semi-finals. The Indian 
team was assured of a medal after beating Iran 3-1 in the quarterfinals. Both the 
semifinalists secure a bronze. 

 This is the second medal for India at the Asian Championships since 1976. The bronze 
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medal-winning Indian team comprised of Sathiyan Gnanasekaran, Sharath Kamal, Harmeet 
Desai, Sanil Shetty, and Manav Thakkar. 

 
 
Durand Cup: FC Goa lift maiden title with 1-0 win against Mohammedan 

 FC Goa beat Mohammedan Sporting to win their maiden Durand Cup football title, 1-0, in 
the final, held at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Kolkata. FC Goa Captain Eduardo 
Bedia scored the all-important goal in the 105th minute after the final match went into the 
extra time. 

 The 2021 Durand Cup was the 130th edition of the Durand Cup, the oldest football 
tournament in Asia. The tournament was held from September 05 to October 03, 2021, in 
West Bengal. 

 
Indian star hockey player Birendra Lakra and SV Sunil announced retirement from International 
Hockey 

 S V Sunil, the veteran forward and star striker of India men’s field hockey team and Olympic 
bronze medal-winning Indian hockey star defender Birendra Lakra have announced their 
retirement from international hockey. 

 The 31-year-old Lakra was part of the bronze medal-winning Indian side in the Tokyo 
Olympics 2020 as vice-captain. He has represented India in 197 games with 10 goals. The 
32-year-old Sunil has scored 72 goals in 264 appearances for the national team. 

  
Italian Sonny colbrelli wins epic Paris- Roubaix classic 

 Sonny Colbrelli grew to become the primary Italian to win the Paris-Roubaix Monument 
basic in 22 years. 

 The European champion, of Staff Bahrain Victorious, pipped Belgian Florian Vermeersch 
(Lotto Soudal) and Dutchman Mathieu van der Poel (Alpecin-Fenix), who have been second 
and third respectively. 

 
India win first-ever medal, a silver at World Women's Team Chess Championship 

 India clinched a silver medal after going down 0-2 to Russia in the final of the FIDE World 
Women's Team Chess Championship on Saturday. 

 After losing the first match 1.2.-2-5 despite a brilliant win for D Harika on the board , the 
Indians were outclassed 3-1 in the second as a strong Russian team stormed to a title 
triumph. It was India's first ever medal in the world team chess championship. 

 
India win first-ever medal, a silver at World Women's Team Chess Championship 

 India clinched a silver medal after going down 0-2 to Russia in the final of the FIDE World 
Women's Team Chess Championship on Saturday. 

 After losing the first match 1.2.-2-5 despite a brilliant win for D Harika on the board , the 
Indians were outclassed 3-1 in the second as a strong Russian team stormed to a title 
triumph. It was India's first ever medal in the world team chess championship. 
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Indian hockey star Rupinder Pal Singh announces retirement 

 The Olympic bronze medal-winning Indian hockey player, Rupinder Pal Singh has announced 
his retirement from international hockey to make way for young and talented players.  

 The 30-year-old Rupinder represented the Indian hockey team in 223 matches in his 13 
years hockey career. Rupinder was part of the Indian hockey team that won the bronze 
medal in the 2020 Summer Tokyo Olympics, held in July – August 2021.  

 
Boxing great Manny Pacquiao announced retirement 

 After 26 years and 72 professional bouts, Former world champion Manny Pacquiao 
announced his retirement from professional boxing. He made his professional debut in 1995 
at age 16.  

 He became the first boxer to win the lineal championship in five different weight classes and 
is the only boxer to hold world championships across four different decades. He held the 
welterweight title as recently as 2019 at age 40.   

 
Queenslandon Test: Indian women team played their first-ever pink-ball test 

 The first pink-ball day and night Test match between India and Australian women team at 
the Carrara Oval in Queenslandon, Australia on 30th September. The BCCI and Cricket 
Australia wish to slot in a Test in the full series they play going forward. The Indian team 
lead by Mithali Raj. 

 Australia played the first pink-ball Test against England in 2017 in Sydney during the 
women’s Ashes.  The two teams last played a Test in Adelaide in 2006 when Australia won 
convincingly. Jhulan Goswami is one of two survivors from that Test along with Mithali Raj. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
India successfully tests nuclear-capable Agni-V ballistic missile 

 Recently, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has carried successful 
test-firing of surface-to-surface ballistic missile Agni-5. The test-firing was carried around 
7:50 PM from APJ Abdul Kalam Island in Odisha on October 27, 2021. Agni-5 is a nuclear-
capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), which uses a three-stage solid-fuelled 
engine. 

 The defence ministry of India said the successful test of Agni-5 is in line with India’s stated 
policy to have credible minimum deterrence that underpins the commitment to ‘No First 
Use’. The missile has been successfully tested five times and is in the process of induction 
into the Army. The successful test-firing of surface to surface ballistic missile Agni-5 has 
also come in the midst of a lingering border stand-off with China in Eastern Ladakh. 

 
Microsoft Launches Program To Support AI Startups In India 

 Microsoft recently announced the launch of Microsoft AI Innovate, a 10-week initiative that 
will support startups in India leveraging Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies, helping 
them scale operations, drive innovation, & build industry expertise. The program will also 
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enable startups to reach out to newer customers and geographies with Microsoft’s sales 
and partners. 

 To support the startup ecosystem in the country, the company has launched a programme, 
Microsoft AI Innovate, for nurturing and scaling startups that are leveraging Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). Microsoft AI Innovate was aimed at bringing together startups, 
corporates, industry bodies, governments, and venture capital firms, to create a shared 
platform for learning and innovation. The selected startups in each of the cohorts will have 
access to industry deep-dive sessions and AI masterclasses by industry experts, mentoring 
by unicorn founders, skilling and certification opportunities, among other benefits. 

 
NASA launches its Lucy spacecraft to study the Jupiter Trojan asteroids 

 The US space agency NASA has launched a first-of-its-kind mission called ‘Lucy Mission‘ to 
study Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids. The mission life of Lucy is 12-year, during which the 
spacecraft will fly by a total of eight ancient asteroids to study about solar system’s 
evolution. These will include one main-belt asteroid and seven Jupiter Trojan asteroids. 

 The Lucy mission will mark NASA’s first single spacecraft mission in history to explore so 
many different asteroids. 

 The Lucy probe was launched on a United Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V rocket from Space 
Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida on October 16, 2021. 

 Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids are two large clusters of space rocks that scientists believe are 
remnants of the primordial material that formed the solar system’s outer planets. 

 

OBITUARY 
Sunao Tsuboi: Campaigning Hiroshima survivor dies aged 96  

 Hiroshima nuclear bomb attack survivor, Sunao Tsuboi has passed away. A leading Japanese 
campaigner against nuclear weapons who survived the world’s first atomic bomb attack has 
died at the age of 96. Some 140,000 people were killed and Tsuboi dedicated his life to 
campaigning to eradicate nuclear arms. He met Barack Obama on his historic visit to 
Hiroshima as US president. 

 
Eminent Oncologist Padma Shri Dr Madhavan Krishnan Nair passed away 

 Padma Shri Dr Madhavan Krishnan Nair, an eminent Oncologist and the founding director of 
the Regional Cancer Centre (RCC), has passed away. He has served as a member of the 
expert group that prepared the National Cancer Control Plan of India. He has also served on 
the Expert Advisory Panel on Cancer of the World Health Organization (WHO). The GoI has 
honoured him with the Padma Shri for medicine in 2001.   

 
Former hockey player Saranjeet Singh passes away at 59 

 Former hockey international Saranjeet Singh has passed away. The former State Bank of 
India hockey player, who played for Coronation Club in the local league, represented 
Hyderabad juniors and seniors for many years in the late 70s and 80s and also played for 
India, which toured Germany in 1983. 
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Sri Lanka’s first Test captain Bandula Warnapura passed away at 68 

 Sri Lanka’s first-ever Test captain Bandula Warnapura passed away, following a brief illness. 
He was 68. A right-handed batsman, he led his country when it faced England in its first-
ever Test match in 1982 and played three more Tests, scoring 96 runs overall at an average 
of 12. 

 He also played 12 ODI matches, scoring 180 runs at an average of 15. 
 
Colin Powell, first Black US secretary of state, passed away due to C-19 

 Colin Powell, the trailblazing soldier and diplomat whose sterling reputation of service to 
Republican and Democratic presidents was stained by his faulty claims to justify the 2003 
US war in Iraq, died of C-19 complications. He was 84. He instead joined President George 
W. 

 Bush’s administration in 2001 as secretary of state. He was the first Black person to 
represent the US government on the world stage. 

 
Fertiliser major IFFCO's Chairman Balvinder Singh Nakai, 87, passed away 

 Fertiliser major IFFCO’s Chairman Balvinder Singh Nakai has passed away. He was an 
eminent farmer – cooperator and was deeply involved in providing strength to the Indian 
cooperative movement for the last three decades.  

 He made pioneering contributions towards empowering farmers. 
 
Renown actor Nedumudi Venu passed away 

 National Award-winning actor Nedumudi Venu has passed away. He won three National 
Film Awards, and six Kerala State Film Awards for his performances. Nedumudi Venu began 
his career as a theatre artist with the plays of Kavalam Narayana Panicker. 

 He made his debut in films with Thambu, directed by G Aravindan in 1978. Known for his 
work in Malayalam and Tamil movies, Venu acted in over 500 movies. 

 
85 year old, ‘Father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb’ Abdul Qadeer Khan passed away 

 Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, the man regarded as the “Father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb”, has 
passed away, He was 85. 

 The atomic scientist, Dr Khan was hailed as a national hero for transforming Pakistan into 
the world’s first Islamic nuclear power and for his contributions in enhancing the country’s 
defence capabilities. 

 
Veteran television actor Arvind Trivedi, passed away 

 Veteran television actor Arvind Trivedi, who is famously known for his iconic role of demon-
king Raavan in Ramanand Sagar’s TV serial Ramayan, has passed away. He was 82. 

 He was also part of the political field, as an MP from Sabarkatha constituency in Gujarat, 
and had served the Parliament from 1991-96. He served as the acting chairman of the 
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) from 2002 to 2003. 
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Shakti Sinha former bureaucrat, and academician passed away 

 Shakti Sinha, former bureaucrat, and academician who was private secretary to late prime 
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, passed away. Sinha, an IAS officer of the 1979 batch, was also 
former Director of Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML). 

 He worked closely with Vajpayee between 1996 and 1999 and had written a memoir titled 
Vajpayee: The Years That Changed India. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Justice Ashok Bhushan is new NCLAT chairperson 

 The Centre has appointed former Supreme Court Judge Justice Ashok Bhushan as the new 
Chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), for a period of four 
years or until he attains the age of 70 years, whichever is the earliest. He was the former 
Chief Justice of Kerala High Court. NCLAT was formed by the government under Section 410 
of the Companies Act, 2013. 

 Apart from this, Justice Ramalingam Sudhakar has been appointed as the new President of 
the quasi-judicial body, National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for five years or till he attains 
the age of 67 years. Justice Sudhakar was the former Chief Justice of Manipur High Court. 

 
Centre extends RBI Governor Das’s tenure for 3 more years 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the reappointment of 
Shaktikanta Das as the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India ( RBI) for a further period of 
three years with effect from December 10, 2021.  

 He assumed the charge as the 25th governor of RBI on December 12, 2018, for three years. 
Before his appointment at RBI, Das served as a member of the 15th Finance Commission. He 
is a 1980 batch Indian Administrative Services (IAS) officer from the Tamil Nadu cadre. 

 
Anita Anand is only the second woman to become Canada’s defence minister 

 Indo-Canadian Anita Anand became just the second woman to be appointed Canada’s 
minister of national defence as Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced his new cabinet. 
The ministers were sworn in by governor-general Mary May Simon in a ceremony at Rideau 
Hall in Ottawa. She is the first woman to serve as defence minister since Kim Campbell in 
the 1990s. 

 
SMB Neobank FloBiz ropes in Manoj Bajpayee as brand ambassador for myBillBook 

 FloBiz, a neobank for Indian Small to Medium-sized Businesses (SMBs), announced Padma 
Shri Awardee actor Manoj Bajpayee as the brand ambassador for its flagship product. He 
will promote the ‘’Business Ko Le Seriously’’ campaign to mark the importance of digital 
solutions. He has signed to accelerate myBillBook’s outreach to the SMB sector and 
promote the adoption of myBillBook– a simple to use GST (Good & Services Tax) billing and 
accounting software. 
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K V Kamath appointed as NaBFID chairperson 
 The government of India has appointed K V Kamath as chairperson of the National Bank for 

Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID). He is a well-known banker in India and 
is the first head of the New Development Bank (NDB). NaBFID is a newly set up 
development financial institution (DFIs) in India. It has been set up for infrastructure 
financing as per the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) 
Act 2021. The authorized share capital of the NaBFID is Rs one lakh crore. The initial paid-
up capital of NaBFID is Rs 20,000 crore. 

 
Siddharth Lal appointed Eicher Motors MD for 5 years starting May 1 

 Eicher Motors Ltd passed the resolution to reappoint Siddhartha Lal as the Managing 
Director of the company for five years, starting May 1, 2021. 

 The board also approved a revised remuneration structure for the Managing Director, with 
a maximum cap of 1.5 per cent of profits as per Section 198 of the Companies Act. The 
proposal for reappointment was cleared with almost 93.8 per cent of the total 226 million 
votes casted going in favour of the resolution. 

 
Adidas India ropes in Deepika Padukone as Global brand ambassador 

 German sportswear brand Adidas has roped in Bollywood actress Deepika Padukone as 
global ambassador for women sports. 

 She will represent Adidas women globally. She joins the elite list of female brand 
ambassadors of Adidas in India, including Mirabai Chanu; boxers Lovlina Borgohain, Nikhat 
Zareen and Simranjeet Kaur; sprinter Hima Das, and squash player Dipika Pallikal. 

 
ICRA appoints Ramnath Krishnan MD and group CEO 

 Ramnath Krishnan has been appointed as the new Managing Director and Group Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of rating agency ICRA. He replaces N Sivaraman, who resigned with 
immediate effect citing personal reasons on October 23, 2021. Gurgaon based ICRA is a unit 
owned by global rating agency Moody’s Corporation. 

 
SAI appoints Arjuna Awardee Commodore PK Garg as new CEO of TOPS 

 The Sports Authority of India (SAI) appointed Commodore PK Garg as the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) at the Mission Olympic Cell 
meeting. He joined the Indian Navy in 1984 and was in charge of many important and 
prestigious assignments over 34 years of service. Commodore Garg, who was the High-
Performance Director with Sports Authority of India till June 2021, is also an Arjuna Awardee 
recipient (1990) in Sailing and has also won the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Awardee in 
1993-94. 

 As an ex-athlete, Garg represented India in five Asian Games from 1986 to 2002 in the 
Enterprise Class Sailing Event and has been a National Champion five times. He also won the 
Gold and Silver at the Enterprise Class Sailing World Championships in 1993 in Zimbabwe 
and 1997 in Goa. He also won a couple of Bronze medals at the 1990 and 1994 Asian Games. 
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He served as Secretary of Services Sports Control Board (Indian Armed Forces) from 2014-17 
and has served as the Joint Secretary of the Yachting Association of India for four years. He 
will be assuming the charge of CEO TOPS on Monday, October 25, 2021. 

 
Indian-American economist Gita Gopinath set to leave IMF in January 2022 

 The International Monetary Fund’s Chief Economist and Director of the Research 
Department, Gita Gopinath will leave the organisation in January 2022. She will return to 
Harvard University’s economics department. She was on public service leave during her 
tenure at the organisation, and the leave will end in January 2022. Gopinath, during her 
tenure, co-authored the “Pandemic Paper”, a document that set globally endorsed targets 
for vaccinating the world against Covid-19, the IMF said. 

 Harvard had extended Gopinath’s leave by one year as an exceptional case, which allowed 
her to serve as the chief economist at the IMF for three years. IMF Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said Gopinath’s contribution to the fund was “truly remarkable”. 

 
Retired commodore Amit Rastogi new CMD of National Research Development Corporation 

 Commodore Amit Rastogi (Retd) has been appointed as the new Chairman & Managing 
Director of the National Research Development Corporation (NRDC). Prior to this, he was 
the Director of Electrical Engineering at Integrated Headquarters, Ministry of Defence for 5 
years and Additional General Manager Tech Services at Naval Dockyard for 2 years. 

 NRDC was established in India in 1953 to help develop and promote technologies 
developed at various national R&D institutions. 

 
Sahdev Yadav elected new President of Indian Weightlifting Federation 

 Sahdev Yadav, former Secretary-General of IWLF, was unanimously elected as the President 
of the Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF). The election also saw the appointment of 
S.H. Anande Gowda and Naresh Sharma as the new Secretary-General & Treasurer of IWLF. 

 10 new Vice Presidents, 4 Joint Secretaries & 7 executive committee members were also 
elected, in the election conducted by Returning Officer Narinder Paul Kaushik, Delhi District 
Court. 

 
AMFI appoints Balasubramanian as new Chairman 

 A Balasubramanian has been elected as the new Chairman of the Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (AMFI). He replaces Nilesh Shah, the Managing Director of Kotak Mutual 
Fund. 

 Balasubramanian is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Aditya Birla Sun Life Asset 
Management. Meanwhile, Radhika Gupta, the MD and CEO of Edelweiss AMC, has been 
appointed as vice-chair of AMFI. 

 
CoinDCX onboards Ayushmann Khurrana for its ‘Future Yahi Hai’ campaign 

 Ayushmann Khurrana has become the latest celebrity to venture into the cryptocurrency 
space through his association with CoinDCX’s ‘Future Yahi Hai’ campaign. The CoinDCX 
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‘Future Yahi Hai’ Megadrive is directed towards addressing major questions and doubts and 
dispelling myths when it comes to crypto investments from the perspective of young India. 
CoinDCX is India’s largest cryptocurrency exchange valued at $1.1 billion. 

 The campaign, which eventually plans to rope in popular personalities from various 
spheres, aims to drive home a simple but engaging narrative that breaks through 
misconceptions surrounding crypto for both new and old investors and, consequently, 
increases participation in crypto-enabled financial services. 

 Khurrana joins A-listers like Amitabh Bachchan, Ranveer Singh and Salman Khan to be 
associated with various crypto exchanges and crypto trade platforms like Chingari and Coin 
SwitchKuber. 

 
RBI approves re-appointment of Amitabh Chaudhry as MD & CEO of Axis Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the re-appointment of Amitabh Chaudhry as 
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of private lender Axis Bank for a period of 
three years. 

 Amitabh had taken charge as Axis Bank’s new MD and CEO in January 2019 after as 
outgoing MD and CEO Shikha Sharma retired, effective December 31, 2018. The extended 
three-year term will be effective from January 1, 2022. 

 
Rahul Dravid Will be the new head coach of Team India 

 Former Indian batter, Rahul Dravid has been appointed as Team India’s head coach and he 
will be succeeding Ravi Shastri, whose tenure at the helm ends after the 2021 edition of the 
T20 World Cup in the UAE. As per reports, BCCI president Sourav Ganguly and honorary 
secretary Jay Shah had a meeting with Dravid in Dubai and pleaded with him to take charge 
of the national team. As per reports, Dravid, also known as ‘The Wall’ of Indian cricket, has 
been roped in on a two-year contract and he will draw a salary of INR 10 crores. 

 Team India has also appointed lieutenant Paras Mhambrey as their bowling coach, 
replacing Bharat Arun. Even as Vikram Rathour has been persisted with as the batting 
coach, the decision on who should replace fielding coach R Sridhar hasn’t been made just 
yet. 

 
Imtiaz Ali appointed as ambassador of Russian Film Festival in India 

 Director-producer Imtiaz Ali has been roped in as the ambassador of the Russian Film 
Festival in India. As part of the festival, ten notable Russian films of various genres will be 
premiered for Indian audiences on Disney+ Hotstar from October 16 to November 27. Ali 
said the festival will act as a ground for many future cinematic collaborations between the 
India and Russia. 

 “Russia and India have cultural ties that go back a long way. Film stars like Raj Kapoor and 
Mithun Chakraborty have been very popular in Russia and at the same time, Russian music 
and cinema have been a part of popular culture in India. 
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Navrang Saini gets additional charge as Chairperson of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India  
 Navrang Saini has been given the additional charge as the Chairperson of the Insolvency 

and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). The post fell vacant after M.S. Sahoo retired after a 
five-year tenure on September 30. Saini is a Whole Time Member of IBBI. 

 The government has assigned additional charge of Chairperson to Mr Saini in addition to his 
existing duties. This will be for three months or till the joining of a new incumbent to the 
post or until further orders, whichever is earlier, it said in a release on October 13. 

 
RBI appointed Pradeep Kumar Panja as the Chairman of Karnataka Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Pradeep Kumar Panja as 
the Chairman of Karnataka Bank Ltd. He will begin his role as the part-time non-executive 
Chairman with effect from November 14, 2021, for a period of three years. He will succeed 
P Jayarama Bhat, who will retire on November 13, 2021. 

 
Ritesh Chauhan appointed as the CEO of PM Fasal Bima Yojana 

 Senior bureaucrat Ritesh Chauhan has been appointed as the chief executive officer (CEO) of 
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) and Joint Secretary, Agriculture under the 
Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.  

 Chauhan will have a combined tenure of seven years up to September 22, 2023. He is a 
2005-batch IAS officer of the Himachal Pradesh cadre. He will succeed Ashish Kumar 
Bhutani, who was appointed in 2018. 

 
UCO Bank chief A K Goel is new IBA chairman, succeeds Union Bank MD 

 A K Goel, managing director and chief executive (MD & CEO) of UCO Bank has been elected 
as the chairman of Indian Bank’s Association (IBA) for 2021-22. He has replaced Rajkiran Rai 
G, MD & CEO, Union Bank of India.  

 IBA is a representative body of management of banking in India operating in India and is 
headquartered in Mumbai. 

 
World Steel Association elects JSW Steel's Sajjan Jindal as Chairman; becomes first Indian to hold 
the post 

 World Steel Association (WSA) has elected Sajjan Jindal, Chairman and Managing Director of 
JSW Steel Ltd, as Chairman for the year 2021-22. Jindal is the first representative from India 
to serve as Chairman of the WSA.  JSW Steel is the flagship business of the diversified $13 
billion JSW Group and engaged in the manufacturing of iron and steel products in India and 
across the globe. 

 Worldsteel acts as the focal point for the steel industry, providing global leadership on all 
major strategic issues impacting the industry, particularly focusing on economic, 
environmental and social sustainability. Worldsteel members represent approximately 85% 
of the world’s steel production, including more than 160 steel producers, national and 
regional steel industry associations and steel research institutes. 
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OYO names silver-medallist Paralympian Deepa Malik as independent director 

 Hospitality firm Oravel Stays Ltd (OYO) has appointed Deepa Malik, an Indian athlete and a 
silver-medalist at the 2016 Paralympic Games, as an independent director on the company’s 
board of directors.  

 Malik’s experience and her passion for travel and adventure would be invaluable for OYO for 
years to come. Malik joins the board of OYO that has three other independent directors and 
one nominee director, besides Ritesh Agarwal being the chairman. 

 
Arun Kumar Mishra appointed EESL's chief executive officer 

 Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a joint venture of Public Sector Undertakings 
under the Ministry of Power has announced the appointment of Arun Kumar Mishra as 
chief executive officer (CEO) on deputation. He will be responsible for EESL’s operations 
across the nation. 

 EESL, an energy service company (ESCO), is among the earliest entrants in India’s energy 
efficiency market estimated at around Rs.74,000 crores and is presently running the 
world’s largest domestic lighting programme. With India rolling out the world’s largest 
electricity smart metering programme, EESL and IntelliSmart, its joint venture with India’s 
quasi-sovereign wealth fund National Investments and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), have 
been present in India’s smart meter programme space. 

 
Former IAS Amit Khare appointed as advisor to Prime Minister 

 Former bureaucrat Amit Khare, who last month retired as higher education secretary, has 
been appointed as advisor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for two years on contract 
basis. Mr Khare, a 1985 batch (retired) IAS officer of Jharkhand cadre, had superannuated 
on September 30. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Khare as 
advisor to the prime minister in Prime Minister’s Office, in the rank and scale of secretary 
to government of India. 

BharatPe appointed Rajnish Kumar as Chairman of board 
 The fintech startup, BharatPe has appointed former State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman 

Rajnish Kumar as the Chairman of its board. 
 The former SBI chairman will work closely with the top officials of the company on key 

business and regulatory initiatives. He will also take part in defining BharatPe’s long-term 
and short-term strategy. 

 
Alexander Schellenberg appointed as Austria’s new Chancellor 

 Alexander Schellenberg was elected as Austrian Chancellor after the resignation of 
Sebastian Kurz. Sebastian Kurz resigned because of his involvement in a corruption scandal. 
Apart from Alexander, Michael Linhardt joined in for the role of foreign minister. He was 
the former ambassador to France. The appointment of both persons helped in ending the 
crisis within the Austrian government, the Austrian People’s Party and Green Party 
Coalition. 
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 Alexander Schellenberg is a graduate from the College of Europe. He was a career diplomat 
& became a mentor to Sebastian Kurz when he became a foreign minister. Kurz selected 
him as the director of strategic foreign policy planning as well as the head of the European 
department. 

 
Chief Economic Adviser KV Subramanian Resigns 

 The Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) KV Subramanian has decided to return to academia after 
the completion of his three-year term in the Finance Ministry of India. KV Subramanian had 
taken over the charge of Chief Economic Adviser on December 7, 2018. The appointment 
was made nearly five months after his predecessor Arvind Subramanian had stepped down. 

 KV Subramanian, earlier in his career, had been part of the expert committees for the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Subramanian 
has also been well-versed with the private sector, with brief stints in top corporates 
including ICICI Bank, JPMorgan Chase, and Tata Consultancy Services. 

 
President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the appointment of chief justices to eight high courts 
in the country 

 The Government notified the appointments of eight and transfer of five chief justices of 
high courts. Eight High Courts will get new Chief Justices, and five Chief Justices have been 
transferred. The clearance in the 13 High Courts was considered crucial as some of them 
have been making do with Acting Chief Justices. 
Five Chief Justices have been transferred: 

 The government cleared the transfer of Tripura High Court Chief Justice A.A. Kureshi to the 
Rajasthan High Court. 

 Justice Indrajit Mahanty, Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, would take over as 
Tripura Chief Justice. 

 Chief Justice Mohammad Rafiq of Madhya Pradesh has been appointed as the Chief Justice 
of the Himachal Pradesh High Court. 

 Chief Justice Biswanath Somadder of the Meghalaya High Court has been transferred as the 
Chief Justice of the Sikkim High Court. 

 Justice A.K. Goswami has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Chhattisgarh High 
Court. He is presently the Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court. 
Newly appointed Chief Justice: 

 Justice Rajesh Bindal, Acting Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court, was appointed as the 
Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court. 

 Justice Ranjit V. More has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High Court. 
 Justice Satish Chandra Sharma, Acting Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court, has been 

appointed as the Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court. 
 Justice Prakash Srivastava, a Madhya Pradesh High Court judge, has been appointed as the 

Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
 Justice R.V. Malimath has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High 

Court. 
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 Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High 
Court. 

 Justice Aravind Kumar has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court. 
 Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra would take over as the Chief Justice of the Andhra Pradesh 

High Court. 
 
Harpreet Kochhar Appointed President of Public Health Agency of Canada 

 A senior Indo-Canadian scientist has been appointed president of the Public Health Agency 
of Canada or PHAC, replacing an incumbent who has had a controversial tenure which 
included being censured by the speaker of the House of Commons. 

 Dr Harpreet S Kochhar, currently a senior bureaucrat with Health Canada, the country’s 
health ministry, with the designation of associate deputy minister of health, will assume 
charge later this month, replacing Iain Stewart. 

 
E.R. Sheikh assumed charge as first Director General of the Ordnance Directorate (Co-ordination 
and Services). 

 E.R. Sheikh has assumed charge as first Director-General of the Ordnance Directorate (Co-
ordination and Services). It is the successor organization of the Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB).  

 He has contributed to the establishment of the modern production line system for the 
manufacture of small arms ammunition at the Ordnance Factory Varangaon. He led the 
successful development of the Bi-Modular Charge System for artillery ammunition. 

 
Haier''s Eric Braganza appointed as CEAMA president 

 The Consumer Electronics and Appliances Manufacturers Association (CEAMA) has 
appointed Eric Braganza as its president for a two-year term. He succeeds Godrej 
Appliances Business Head and Executive Vice-President Kamal Nandi for the CEAMA chair. 
Braganza, an alumnus of Sri Ram College of Commerce, Delhi, has over 35 years and has 
held senior management positions in the consumer electronics and appliances industry in 
various companies. 

 Established in 1978, CEAMA represents the consumer electronics and home appliances 
industry and aims to enhance the development of the industry and its components 
manufacturing. 

 
CoinDCX ropes in Amitabh Bachchan as brand ambassador to raise crypto awareness 

 Crypto exchange CoinDCX has roped in Amitabh Bachchan as a brand ambassador to spread 
awareness about cryptocurrencies. Through this collaboration, CoinDCX wants to increase 
awareness around crypto and popularise it as an emerging asset class. CoinDCX wants to 
ensure that crypto is accessible to everyone. 

 The crypto industry in India is on an exponential climb, rising gradually over the previous 
few years, with millions of Indians emerging as early adopters of the crypto asset class. 
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C. Patnaik takes charge as Managing Director of LIC 
 BC Patnaik has taken charge as Managing Director of Life Insurance Corporation of India. 

He was appointed as Managing Director by the Government of India notification dated July 
5, 2021. 

 Prior to taking charge as Managing Director of LIC, Patnaik was Secretary-General, Council 
for Insurance Ombudsmen, (CIO) Mumbai. He joined LIC of India in March 1986 as a Direct 
Recruit Officer. 

 
Kangana Ranaut becomes brand ambassador of UP govt's 'one district-one product' scheme 

 The Uttar Pradesh government led by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has named veteran 
Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut as the brand ambassador of the ambitious “One District 
One Product (ODOP) scheme” of the state. CM Yogi also presented Kangana with a silver 
coin which was used for ‘Ram Janm Bhumi Pujan’. 

 The UP government has launched the one district-one product (ODOP) programme with the 
aim to create product-specific traditional industrial hubs across 75 districts of the state. 

 The scheme encourages such indigenous and specialized products and crafts of UP that are 
not found anywhere else. 

 
CRISIL appointed Amish Mehta as new MD & CEO 

 Amish Mehta has been appointed as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer (MD & CEO) of rating agency Crisil with effect from October 01, 2021. He has 
replaced Ashu Suyash. Crisil is owned by S&P. 

 Mehta has more than two decades of leadership experience across industries and joined 
Crisil in October 2014 as President and Chief Financial Officer. In July 2017, he was elevated 
as the President and Chief Operating Officer, responsible for the global analytical centre, 
India research and SME, the global innovation and excellence hub and corporate strategy. 
 

Padmaja Chunduru Takes Over As MD And CEO, NSDL 

 Padmaja Chunduru has been appointed as the managing director and chief executive officer 
(MD & CEO) of National Securities Depositories (NSDL). She has replaced GV Nageswara Rao 
as the MD & CEO of NSDL. In India, there are two depositories namely National Securities 
Depositories Ltd (NSDL) and Central Securities Depositories Ltd (CDSL). Both the depositories 
hold our financial securities. 

 Padmaja Chunduru is a Post Graduate in Commerce from Andhra University. She has around 
37 years of experience in the banking domain. She has served as MD & CEO of the Indian 
Bank from September 2018 to August 2021. She has extensive experience in stakeholder 
management, digital transformation, regulatory affairs, international experience and driving 
innovation with a focus on delivering growth and enhancing value. 

 
Vinod Aggarwal has been appointed president of ASDC 

 The Automotive Skills Development Council (ASDC) has appointed automobile industry 
veteran Vinod Aggarwal as its president. Aggarwal, who is currently the managing director 
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and CEO of VE Commercial Vehicles Ltd (VECV), replaces Nikunj Sanghi, who will leave ASDC 
after serving it for four years. 

 ASDC was set up a decade ago and is promoted by the top industry associations — SIAM, 
ACMA and FADA — along with the central government and the National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC). It is a sector skills council for the auto industry, which aims to make the 
country self-sufficient to sustain the growth and competitiveness of the automotive 
industry. 

 
Sunil Kataria appointed as new chairman of ISA 

 The newly elected Executive Council of the Indian Society of Advertisers (ISA) has elected 
Sunil Kataria, Chief Executive Officer, India and SAARC, Godrej Consumer Products Limited 
as the Chairman of the ISA. Sunil has led the Society over the past five years to greater 
heights garnering support from the fellow Executive Council members, the ISA members and 
other industry bodies. 

 ISA is the apex national body as a strong voice to advertisers over the last 69 years. Its cross-
sector advertiser members contribute to more than half of the annual national non-
governmental ad spends. ISA, which is a founder member of the World Federation of 
Advertisers (WFA) and one of the founders of ASCI, continues to partner with other industry 
bodies that connect to the advertisers. The ISA played a significant role in the formation of 
BARC and is closely partnering with it towards advertisers getting robust and credible data. 

 
NBA signs Bollywood star Ranveer Singh as brand ambassador for India 

 The National Basketball Association (NBA) has named Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh as its 
brand ambassador for India. He will work with the NBA to help grow the league’s profile in 
India throughout its landmark 75th anniversary season in 2021-22. For the 2021-22 season, 
Singh will participate in a number of league initiatives that will be featured on NBA India’s 
and his personal social media accounts. 

 The NBA is a global sports and media business built around four professional sports 
leagues: the National Basketball Association, Women’s National Basketball Association, the 
NBA G League and the NBA 2K League. The NBA games and programming is available in 215 
countries and territories and merchandise for sale in more than 100,000 stores in 100 
countries. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day 2021: 31st October 

 In India, the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day is observed every year on October 
31 since 2014, to commemorate the birth anniversary of the Iron Man of India, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel.  

 This year marks the 146th anniversary of the great leader who played an instrumental role 
in India’s struggle for independence, and later during the integration of the country. 

  
 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 
 www.toprankers.com   

 

 
 
 

World Cities Day 2021:31st October 

 The United Nations General Assembly has designated the 31st of October as World Cities 
Day. The Day is celebrated to promote the international community’s interest in global 
urbanization, push forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and 
addressing challenges of urbanization, and contribute to sustainable urban development 
around the world. 

 The global theme of World Cities Day 2021 is “Adapting cities for climate resilience”, 
acknowledging that integrated climate resilience policies and action plans will greatly reduce 
climate-related risks for urban populations. 

 
World Vegan Day 2021: 01st November 

 World Vegan Day is observed globally on 1st November every year. This day is celebrated to 
spread the benefits of veganism for humans, non-human animals, and the natural 
environment. Vegan Day is an opportunity to promote the benefits of a vegan diet and 
veganism in general. 

 The day was established in 1994 by Louise Wallis, then Chair of The Vegan Society in the 
United Kingdom, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the organisation 
and the coining of the terms “vegan” and “veganism”. The President of the Vegan Society 
decided to elect the date of the 1st of November. This is now recognised as the date on 
which the Vegan Society was founded and on which Vegan Day would be observed.  

 
World Thrift Day 2021: 31st October 

 World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on October 31, across the world, but in India, the 
day is celebrated annually on October 30. This day is celebrated to promote the importance 
of savings and how saving money is important in today’s world. It is an important day to be 
remembered for individuals as well as the country’s economy. Savings, as we all know, is a 
necessity for every depositor who contributes to economic development. 

 World Savings Day was first introduced in 1924 as World Thrift Day at the first International 
Thrift Congress held in Milan, Italy. It was decided that the day will be marked across the 
globe to encourage the idea of saving money and restore the public’s confidence in banks. 

 
World Psoriasis Day 2021: 29th October 

 World Psoriasis Day is observed every year on 29 October by the International Federation 
of Psoriasis Associations (IFPA) to promote awareness, empowerment, and action for 
improving the quality of life for people with psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis. The theme for 
2021 World Psoriasis Day is “Uniting for action”. 

 Psoriasis is a kind of skin disorder that reasons skin cells to multiply up to ten times faster. 
Psoriasis causes the skin to build up into bumpy red patches embraced with white scales. 

 
International Internet Day 2021: 29th October 

 International Internet Day is celebrated on October 29 every year across the world to 
celebrate the usage of the internet for the first time. The day marks the sending of the first 
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electronic message which was transferred from one computer to another in 1969. At that 
time the Internet was known as ARPANET (Advanced Research Projects Agency Network). 

 Charley Kline, a student programmer at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 
transmitted the first-ever electronic message ‘LO’ on October 29, 1969. 

 The first International Internet Day was celebrated on October 29, 2005, to celebrate this 
momentous event in the history of telecommunications and technology. 

 
International Animation Day 2021: 28th October 

 International Animation Day is observed every year on October 28 to celebrate the art of 
animation and also recognise the artists, scientists and technicians behind animation. This 
year marks the 20th International Animation Day. The day was created in 2002 by 
International Animated Film Association (ASIFA), an International Animated Film 
Association, a member of UNESCO. 

 ASIFA created the International Animation Day (IAD) in 2002, honouring the birth of 
animation, recognized as the first public performance of projected moving images: Emile 
Reynaud’s Theatre Optique in Paris, on the 28th October 1892. 

 
Indian Army 75th Infantry Day: 27th  October 2021 

 The Indian Army celebrates October 27 every year as the ‘Infantry Day’. This year nation 
celebrates its 75th Infantry Day on October 27, 2021. On this day that the 1st Battalion of 
the Sikh Regiment landed at Srinagar airbase and displayed resoluteness and extraordinary 
courage and became ‘The Wall’ to thwart the evil designs of the Pakistan Army, who had 
invaded Kashmir with the help of tribal raiders in 1947. 

 Infantry Day is celebrated as a remembrance of the first military event of independent 
India, when the First Battalion of the Sikh Regiment of Indian Army fought battle to 
accomplish victory over the first attack on the Indian soil by the Pakistan Army and Lashkar 
invader on October 27, 1947, in the Kashmir valley, who tried to grab J&K. 

 
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 2021: 27th October 

 The World Day for Audiovisual Heritage is observed every year on 27 October. The World 
Day for Audiovisual Heritage is a key initiative for both UNESCO and the Coordinating 
Council of Audiovisual Archives Associations (CCAAA) to honour audiovisual preservation 
professionals and institutions that safeguard our heritage for future generations. The day 
was chosen to raise awareness of the significance and preservation risks of recorded sound 
and audiovisual documents. 

 The theme of the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 2021: “Your Window to the World”. 
 
Vigilance Awareness Week 2021: October 26 to November 01 

 The Vigilance Awareness Week 2021 has been organised by the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) from 26 October to 01 November 2021. The annual event is celebrated 
during the week in which the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel falls, which is held on 
October 31. The theme of Vigilance Awareness Week 2021: ‘Independent India @75: Self 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 
 www.toprankers.com   

 

 
 
 

Reliance with Integrity‘. 
 The week-long celebration aims to promote integrity, transparency and accountability 

amongst public servants and create awareness about the existence, causes and gravity of 
corruption and the threat posed by it to society as a whole. 

 
World Polio Day 2021: 24th October 

 World Polio Day is celebrated annually on October 24, to raise awareness for polio 
vaccination and eradication of polio. The Day was established by Rotary International to 
commemorate the birth of Jonas Salk, who led the first team to develop a vaccine against 
poliomyelitis. 2021 theme for World Polio Day is “Delivering on a Promise.” 

 Polio is a crippling and potentially fatal infectious disease. There is no cure, but there are 
safe and effective vaccines. Polio can be prevented through immunization. The Polio 
vaccine, given multiple times, almost always protects a child for life. The strategy to 
eradicate polio is, therefore based on preventing infection by immunizing every child until 
transmission stops, and the world is polio-free. 

 
International Stuttering Awareness Day 2021: 22nd October 

 Every year October 22 is observed as International Stuttering Awareness Day, since 1998. 
The day is intended to raise public awareness of the millions of people who have a speech 
disorder of stuttering or stammering. Theme 2021: “Speak the change you wish to see”. 

 The International Stuttering Awareness Day, ISAD, (October 22) began in 1998, spear-
headed by Michael Sugarman, Oakland, California. ISAD recognizes the growing alliance 
between SLPs and consumers, who are learning from each other and working together to 
share, give support, and educate one another and the general public on the impact that 
stuttering has on individuals’ lives. Online Conferences, organized by Judy Kuster, have 
been an integral part of International Stuttering Awareness Day since its inception. 

 
World Development Information Day 2021: 24th October 

 The United Nations’ World Development Information Day is held on October 24 every year. 
The day aims to draw the attention of world public opinion to development problems and 
the need to strengthen international cooperation to solve them for overall growth and 
development. The World Development Information Day was established by the UN General 
Assembly in 1972, to coincide with the United Nations Day. 

 The General Assembly in 1972 established World Development Information Day to draw 
the attention of the world to development problems and the need to strengthen 
international cooperation to solve them. The Assembly decided that the date for the Day 
should coincide with United Nations Day, 24 October, which was also the date of the 
adoption, in 1970, of the International Development Strategy for the Second United 
Nations Development Decade. 

 
International Day of Diplomats 2021: 24th October 

 The International Day of Diplomats is celebrated on 24 October every year. The day aims to 
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commemorate the contributions made by diplomats in shaping the world since ancient 
times and in making our planet a better place. It also aims to bridge the gap in perception 
and reality of diplomats’ lives among the general public. 

 The first International Day of Diplomats was celebrated in Brasília on 24 October 2017. The 
day was proposed by Indian poet-diplomat Abhay K and saw participation from the 
diplomats of Bangladesh, France, Ghana, Israel, Italy, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey. 

 
Mole Day 2021: 23rd October 

 On 23rd October every year mole day is celebrated which is popular amongst all chemistry 
enthusiasts. This day is marked to commemorate and honour the Avogadro‘s number. The 
celebration of this day happens from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m commemorating the chemistry is 
measuring unit. This occasion aims to make the students interested in chemistry and its 
concepts. The theme for the occasion, inspired by the mascot – A Mole. This year the theme 
is DispicaMole Me.  

 Mole Day originated in 1980 when an article came into the hype in the science teacher 
which was about a high school chemistry teacher celebrating this day with her ideas. This 
day was internationally accepted when the National Mole Day Foundation was established 
on 15 May 1991. 

 
International Snow Leopard Day 2021: 23rd October 

 Every year, October 23 is observed as International Snow Leopard Day since 2014. The day 
commemorates the anniversary of the Bishkek Declaration and to celebrate this endangered 
cat and raise awareness for its conservation and protection. It was on October 23, 2013, 
when political leaders from 12 countries came together to endorse the ‘Bishkek Declaration 
on the conservation of snow leopards. 

 Snow Leopard is found in 12 countries. They are India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Mongolia, 
Russia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

 
National Police Commemoration Day 2021: 21st October 

 In India, the Police Commemoration Day is observed on October 21 every year. The day is 
marked to remember and honour the brave policemen who have laid down their lives in 
the line of duty. 

 Police Commemoration Day commemorates the day in 1959, when twenty Indian soldiers 
were attacked by Chinese troops in Ladakh’s Hot Spring area, in which, ten Indian 
policemen lost their lives and seven were imprisoned. Since that day, 21 October has been 
observed as Police Commemoration Day in honour of the martyrs. 

 
World Osteoporosis Day 2021: 20th October 

 World Osteoporosis Day (WOD) is observed annually on October 20. The day aims to raise 
global awareness of the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis and metabolic 
bone disease. WOD is organized by the International Osteoporosis Foundation (IOF), by 
launch of a year-long campaign with a specific theme. In 2021 the Global WOD Campaign 
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theme is “Serve Up Bone Strength”. 
 Osteoporosis causes bones to become weak and fragile so that they break easily – even as 

a result of a minor fall, a bump, a sneeze, or a sudden movement. Fractures caused by 
osteoporosis can be life-threatening and a major cause of pain and long-term disability. 
Osteoporosis is a growing global problem worldwide. It affects one in three women and 
one in five men over the age of 50. 

 
International Chef’s Day 2021: 20th October 

 International Chefs Day is observed every year on 20 October. The day aims to celebrate 
and honour the noble profession and educate people around the world about eating 
healthy. It is also the day for experienced chefs to pass on their knowledge and culinary 
skills to the next generation with a sense of pride and commitment. 

 The theme of the International Chefs Day 2021 campaign is Healthy Food for the Future. 
International Chefs Day was created by Dr Bill Gallagher, a renowned chef and the former 
president of the World Association of Chefs Societies (World Chefs), in 2004. 

 
World Menopause Day 2021 : 18th October 

 World Menopause Day is held every year on the 18th October. The purpose of the day is to 
raise awareness of the menopause and the support options available for improving health 
and wellbeing. We encourage professionals and women to participate in this global 
awareness raising campaign by printing and sharing these materials, organising events to 
engage their communities, and sharing World Menopause Day social media posts. 

 The theme for World Menopause Day 2021 is Bone Health. 
 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2021: 17th October 

 The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is observed every year on 17 October 
across the globe. The day aims to raise awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and 
destitution around the world, particularly in developing countries. 2021 Theme: Building 
Forward Together: Ending Persistent Poverty, Respecting all People and our Planet”. 

 This year marks the 27th anniversary of the declaration by the General Assembly, in its 
resolution 47/196 of 22 December 1992, of 17 October as the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty. This year also marks the 32nd anniversary of the Call to Action by 
Father Joseph Wresinski — which inspired the observance of October 17 as the World Day 
for Overcoming Extreme Poverty — and the recognition by the United Nations of the day as 
the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

  
37th Raising Day of National Security Guard 2021: 16th October 

 The National Security Guard (NSG) force, popularly known as Black Cats, observes its 
Raising Day on October 16, every year. The year 2021 marks the 37th anniversary of the 
establishment of the NSG. NSG is an elite counter-terrorism unit under the Indian Ministry 
of Home Affairs. 

 The NSG is a Federal Contingency force to deal with anti-terrorist activities. The NSG is a 
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force equipped and trained to deal with the specific situation and is therefore used in 
exceptional circumstances to thwart serious acts of terrorism. It was established in 1984, 
NSG is popularly known as the Black Cats. It is an elite striking force in the country trained 
and equipped to handle situations like a terrorist attack, hijacking, and hostage captivity. 

  
World Food Day 2021: 16th October 

 World Food Day (WFD) is celebrated every year on 16 October across the globe to eradicate 
worldwide hunger from our lifetime. WFD also commemorates the date of the founding of 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 1945. Theme 2021: “Safe 
food now for a healthy tomorrow”. 

 The main focus of this day is that food is a basic and fundamental human right. WFD 
commemorates the day in 1945 when the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) was founded. 

 
World Student’s Day is celebrated on October 15 

 World Student’s Day is celebrated every year on October 15. The day is celebrated in honour 
of the birth anniversary of the former president of India, Late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. Since 
2010, the United Nations Organisation (UNO) has marked October 15 as World Student’s 
Day in an attempt to acknowledge the efforts of Dr Kalam toward education and his 
students. The current year’s (2021) theme of World Students’ Day is “Learning for people, 
planet, prosperity and peace“. 

 A.P.J Abdul Kalam was born on 15 October 1931 at Dhanushkodi, Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. 
His full name was Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam. 

 In 2002, he was elected as the President of India and before becoming president he was 
working with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) as an aerospace engineer. 

 
International Day of Rural Women 2021: 15th October 

 The International Day of Rural Women is observed globally on 15 October each year. The 
day recognizes the crucial role of women and girls in ensuring the sustainability of rural 
households and communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall well-being. In India, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare observes the day as the Rashtriya Mahila 
Kisan Diwas since 2016, to increase the active participation of women in agriculture. 

 This International Day, under the theme “Rural women cultivating good food for all”, let’s 
recognize the work of these heroines in the food systems of the world, and let’s claim rural 
areas with equal opportunities for all. 

 
World Standards Day 2021: 14th October 

 World Standards Day or International Standards Day is observed globally on 14 October 
every year. The day aims to raise awareness about the importance of standardisation to the 
global economy among consumers, regulators and industry. 

 World Standards Day 2021 theme is “Standards for sustainable development goals – shared 
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vision for a better world”. 
 The date was chosen to mark the first gathering of delegates in 1956 from 25 countries in 

London who decided to create an international organisation for facilitating standardisation. 
The ISO was formed a year later in 1947. However, the first World Standards Day was 
celebrated in 1970. 

 
International E-Waste Day 2021: 14th October 

 The International E-Waste Day (IEWD) is celebrated on 14 October every year since 2018, 
to promote the correct disposal of e-waste throughout the world with the aim to increase 
re-use, recovery and recycling rates. 2021 is the fourth edition of the International E-Waste 
Day. This year’s International E-Waste Day will focus on the crucial part each of us has in 
making circularity a reality for e-products. 

 The theme for 2021 IEWD is “Consumer is the key to Circular Economy!”. The day was 
developed in 2018 by the WEEE Forum, an international association of e-waste collection 
schemes, with the support of its members. 

 
International Day for Disaster Reduction 2021: 13th October 

 The United Nations International Day for Disaster Reduction is held annually on 13 October 
since 1989. The day is celebrated to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and 
disaster reduction and also celebrates how people and communities around the world are 
reducing their exposure to disasters and raising awareness about the importance of reining 
in the risks that they face. 

 The theme of the 2021 International Day for Disaster Reduction is “International 
cooperation for developing countries to reduce their disaster risk and disaster losses”.  

 
World Arthritis Day 2021: 12th  October 

 The World Arthritis Day is observed every year on October 12 to raise awareness about 
arthritis, an inflammatory condition that causes pain and stiffness in joints that can worsen 
with age. This day was started by Arthritis and Rheumatism International (ARI) in 1996 in 
order to spread awareness about arthritis and encourage policymakers to help reduce the 
burden of arthritis. The World Arthritis Day theme 2021 is Don’t Delay, Connect Today: 
Time2Work.. 

 Arthritis is a disease that affects your joints (areas where your bones meet and move). 
Arthritis usually involves inflammation or degeneration (breakdown) of your joints. These 
changes can cause pain when you use the joint. Arthritis is most common in the following 
areas of the body: Feet. 

 
National Postal Day 2021: 10th October 

 In India, the National Postal Day is celebrated annually on 10 October, as an extension of 
World Post Day, which is celebrated on 9 October. The Day aims to commemorate the role 
played by the Indian postal department for the past 150 years, which was founded in 1854 
by Lord Dalhousie. Indian postal service is an integral part of India. The postal services in 
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India have given the best performance despite the diversity in culture, tradition and 
difficult geographical terrains. 

 PIN in Pincode stands for Postal Index Number. The 6-digit PIN system was introduced by 
Shriram Bhikaji Velankar, an additional secretary in the Union Ministry of Communications 
on 15 August 1972. The first digit of the PIN code marks the region. The second digit 
denotes the sub-region. The third digit marks the district. The last three digits show the 
post office under which a particular address falls. 

 
World Mental Health Day 2021: 10th October 

 World Mental Health Day is observed every year on 10 October globally for global mental 
health education, awareness and advocacy against social stigma. The overall objective of 
World Mental Health Day is to raise awareness of mental health issues around the world 
and to mobilize efforts in support of mental health. The theme for World Mental Health 
Day 2021 is ‘Mental health in an unequal world’. 

 World Mental Health Day was first observed on October 10, 1992, as an annual activity of 
the World Federation for Mental Health. The Day provides an opportunity for all 
stakeholders working on mental health issues to talk about their work, and what more 
needs to be done to make mental health care a reality for people worldwide. 

  
World Day Against the Death Penalty 2021: 10th October 

 The World Day Against the Death Penalty is observed every year on 10 October. It is a day 
to advocate for the abolition of the death penalty and to raise awareness of the conditions 
and the circumstances which affect prisoners with death sentences. The theme for 2021 is 
“Women Sentenced to Death: An Invisible Reality.” 

 The day was first organised by the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty in 2003. 2021 
marks the 19th World Day Against the Death Penalty.  

  
World Post Day 2021: 09th October 

 World Post Day is celebrated each year on October 9 globally. The purpose of World Post 
Day is to create awareness of the role of the postal sector in people’s and businesses’ 
everyday lives and its contribution to the social and economic development of countries. 
The theme of 2021 World Post Day is “Innovate to recover.” 

 World Post Day is celebrated each year on 9 October, the anniversary of the establishment 
of the Universal Postal Union in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. It was declared World Post 
Day by the UPU Congress held in Tokyo, Japan in 1969. Since then, countries across the 
world participate annually in the celebrations. Posts in many countries use the event to 
introduce or promote new postal products and services. 

 
World Migratory Bird Day Observed on 09 October 2021 

 Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is officially celebrated twice in a year since it 
started in 2006. Firstly it is held on the Second Saturday of May and again on the Second 
Saturday of October. In 2021, the WMBBD falls on May 08, 2021, and October 09, 2021. The 
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theme for 2021 WMBD is “Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!” 

 The day is observed to spread awareness for the need to conserve migratory birds and their 
habitats. The day is organized by a collaborative partnership among two UN treaties namely 
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird 
Agreement (AEWA) and the Colorado-based non-profit organization, Environment for the 
Americas (EFTA). 

 
World Egg Day: 2021 

 World Egg Day is celebrated worldwide on the ‘Second Friday of October’ month each year 
since 1996. This year’s World Egg Day will take place on Friday 8 October and will mark the 
25th anniversary of the event. The 2021 celebration will centre around the brilliant 
versatility of the egg and its multitude of benefits to people at every stage of life. The 
theme for 2021 World Egg Day is “Eggs for all: Nature’s perfect package”. 

 World Egg Day was established at Vienna 1996, when it was decided to celebrate the 
power of the egg on the second Friday in October each year. The day helps to raise 
awareness of the benefits of eggs and their importance in human nutrition. 
 

Indian Air Force Day 2021: 08th  October 
 Indian Air Force Day is celebrated every year by the Indian Air Force on the 8th of October. 

This year Indian Air Force celebrated its 89th anniversary. Indian Air Force was officially 
established on 8 October 1932 by the British Empire as the Royal Indian Air Force. The 
name was changed to Indian Air Force in 1950. 

 The IAF was founded on October 8, 1932, and the force has participated in several crucial 
wars and landmark missions. It was officially established as an auxiliary air force of the 
British Empire which honoured India’s aviation service during World War II with the prefix 
Royal. After India gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1947, the name Royal 
Indian Air Force was kept and served in the name of Dominion of India. With the 
government’s transition to a Republic in 1950, the prefix Royal was removed. 

 
World Investor Week: (04-10) October 2021 

 The International Organization of Securities Commissions (IOSCO) is preparing to launch its 
fifth annual World Investor Week (WIW) from 4 to 10 October 2021. The World Investor 
Week (WIW) is an initiative promoted by the IOSCO to raise awareness about the 
importance of investor education and protection and highlight the various initiatives of 
securities regulators in these two critical areas. 

 The key messages of the IOSCO WIW campaign in 2021 will be based on two themes: 1) 
sustainable finance and 2) frauds and scams prevention. The IOSCO WIW campaign 
continues to gain support among a growing number of jurisdictions, stakeholders and 
major international organizations. 

 
World Cotton Day 2021: 07th October 

 World Cotton Day (WCD) is observed globally on 7th October. The international day aims to 
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celebrate the advantages of cotton, ranging from its qualities as a natural fibre to the 
benefits people obtain from its production, transformation, trade and consumption. WCD 
Day was initiated by the Group of Cotton-4 countries namely Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and 
Mali to reflect the importance of cotton as a global commodity. 

 The initiative of World Cotton Day was born in 2019, when four cotton producers in sub-
Saharan Africa– Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali, known as the Cotton Four -proposed 
the World Trade Organization a World Cotton Day celebration on October 7. 

 
Ganga River Dolphin Day 2021: 5th   October 

 In India, the ‘Ganga River Dolphin Day’ is observed every year on October 5, to raise 
awareness and encourage conservation of Ganga River Dolphins. It was on this day in 2010, 
that Ganga Dolphins were declared national aquatic animals. Then, in 2012, the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Uttar Pradesh government jointly began the dolphin 
conservation campaign in the country. 

 The Gangetic Dolphins are included under the First Schedule of Indian Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972. They have been declared “Endangered” under IUCN (International Union for 
Conservation of Nature). They are listed under Appendix I as most endangered under the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). They are listed under 
Appendix II of Conservation on Migratory Species. The Vikramshila Ganges Dolphin 
Sanctuary was established in Bihar under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

  
World Teachers’ Day 2021: 5th   October 

 World Teachers’ Day, also known as International Teachers Day, is held annually on 
October 5 since 1994. The Day aims to focus on appreciating, assessing and improving the 
educators of the world and to provide an opportunity to consider issues related to teachers 
and teaching. The Theme for 2021 International Teachers Day is “Teachers at the heart of 
education recovery”. 

 The day was established in 1994, to commemorate the signing of the 1966 UNESCO/ILO 
Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, which is a standard-setting 
instrument that addresses the status and situations of teachers around the world. 

 
World Day for Farmed Animals 2021: 02nd October 

 World Day for Farmed Animals (WDFA) is observed on October 02, which marks the birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The day is organised by the International animals’ welfare 
organization, World Animal Protection along with Asia for Animals coalition to show the 
importance and urgency of farm animal welfare. The day is dedicated to exposing the 
needless suffering and death of farmed animals who are raised and slaughtered for food. 

 World Day for Farmed Animals has been organized each year since 1983 by the Farm 
Animal Rights Movement (FARM), this year with the participation of Animal Justice, the 
Animal Law Firm, the Animal Activism Mentorship Program, Jewish Veg, Switch4Good, and 
Their Turn. 
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67th National Wildlife Week 2021: 02nd  to 08th October 
 National Wildlife Week is annually celebrated across India between 2nd to 8th October 

with an aim to protect and preserve the flora and fauna of India. The Wildlife Week 2021 is 
celebrated from 2nd October to 8th October. In 2021, we are celebrating 67th Wildlife 
Week. This year National Wildlife Week theme 2021: “Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining 
People and Planet”. 

 The Indian Board of Wildlife was constituted and the idea of Wildlife Week was 
conceptualised in 1952 to raise awareness about the long term goals of protecting the 
wildlife of India. Initially, in 1955 the Wildlife day was celebrated which was later upgraded 
as Wildlife Week in 1957. 

 
Gandhi Jayanti 2021: 2nd  October 

 Every year 2nd October is celebrated as a Gandhi Jayanti to remember the birth anniversary 
of the father of our nation Mahatma Gandhi. The year 2021 marks the 152nd birth 
anniversary of the global peace icon who was born on 2 October 1869, in Porbandar in 
Gujarat. This day is referred to as Gandhi Jayanti in India. 

 On 15 June 2007, the United Nations General Assembly voted to establish 2 October as the 
International Day of Non-Violence. The International Day of Non-Violence is observed on 2 
October, the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement 
and pioneer of the philosophy and strategy of non-violence. The International Day is an 
occasion to “disseminate the message of non-violence, including through education and 
public awareness”. 

 
International Day of Older Persons 2021: 01st October 

 International Day of Older Persons is observed globally on 1st October every year. The day 
aims to raise awareness about issues affecting the elderly, such as senescence and elder 
abuse, and appreciate the contributions that older people make to society. The theme of 
International Day of Older Persons 2021: Digital Equity for All Ages. 

 On 14 December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly designated October 1 as the 
International Day of Older Persons (resolution 45/106). This was preceded by initiatives 
such as the Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing, which was adopted by the 1982 
World Assembly on Ageing and endorsed later that year by the UN General Assembly. 

  
World Vegetarian Day2021: 01st October 

 World Vegetarian Day is observed annually on October 1 globally to raise awareness about 
the ethical, environmental, health, and humanitarian benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle. 
World Vegetarian Day is celebrated to emphasize environmental considerations, animal 
welfare and rights issues and personal health benefits to encourage people into ditching 
animal products. The full week between October 1–7 is observed as the International 
Vegetarian Week (IVW). 

 Vegetarianism was frequently referred to as a Pythagorean Diet, before the popularization 
of the term ‘vegetarian’ in the mid-1800s. Ancient Greek philosopher and mathematician 
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Pythagoras was an early advocate for the diet hence, it was named after him. Established 
by the North American Vegetarian Society in 1977 and endorsed by the International 
Vegetarian Union in 1978, World Vegetarian Day is observed annually around the globe on 
October 1. 

 
International Coffee Day 2021: 01st October 

 Every year, International Coffee Day is observed on October 1, to celebrate and promote 
the use of coffee. There are many who believe that coffee might pose ill effects on their 
health, therefore, on this day people are educated about the various benefits of this 
beverage. On International Coffee Day, the hard work and efforts of these workers and 
people who are associated with the coffee industry are also recognised. 

 Considering the number of sectors and workers involved, the day is not only observed to 
cherish the beverage but also to voice out for the injustices suffered by the sector and the 
people associated with it. The day also aims to promote the fair trade of coffee and bring 
the plight of coffee growers across the globe to the limelight. 

 

SUMMITS AND MOU’S  
ICC and UNICEF partner to help break stigma around mental health 

 Ahead of the 2021 men’s T20 World Cup in the UAE and Oman, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) and UNICEF have that they would partner to help break the stigma around 
mental health by raising awareness about the issue amongst children and adolescents. 

 The ICC and UNICEF are aiming to raise awareness of mental health and wellbeing amongst 
children and adolescents and encourage greater conversation and understanding of it 
throughout the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 beginning. 

  
FSSAI inks MoU with meals processing ministry to assist micro enterprises in sector 

 There will likely be two areas of collaboration between FSSAI and Ministry of Meals 
Processing Industries — meals security coaching and registration of micro enterprises. 

 FSSAI has signed an MoU with meals processing ministry to assist micro-level meals 
entrepreneurs and Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs). 

 The MoU, signed on Friday, additionally goals to assist Self Assist Teams (SHGs) and 
producers cooperatives to enhance the usual of their meals companies. 

 “As a part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, this step will help make micro enterprises 
enhance the standard of their meals merchandise and develop into aggressive,” Meals 
Security and Requirements Authority of India (FSSAI) mentioned in an announcement. 

 
 
KRIBHCO, CSC e-Governance Services India tie up to market agri-input products 

 CSC e-Governance Services India has collaborated with Krishak Bharati Cooperative 
(KRIBHCO) to provide access to fertilisers and agricultural inputs to farmers via four lakh 
village level entrepreneurs. 

 Common Services Centres (CSCs) will facilitate the sale and distribution of KRIBHCO 
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products which include fertilisers like imported urea, DAP, NPK/NPS, bio-fertiliser, city 
compost, zinc sulphate, certified seeds, hybrid seeds and potash derived from molasses. 

 
FSSAI inks MoU with meals processing ministry to assist micro enterprises in sector  

 There will likely be two areas of collaboration between FSSAI and Ministry of Meals 
Processing Industries — meals security coaching and registration of micro enterprises. 

 FSSAI has signed an MoU with meals processing ministry to assist micro-level meals 
entrepreneurs and Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs). 

 The MoU, signed on Friday, additionally goals to assist Self Assist Teams (SHGs) and 
producers cooperatives to enhance the usual of their meals companies. 

 “As a part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, this step will help make micro enterprises 
enhance the standard of their meals merchandise and develop into aggressive,” Meals 
Security and Requirements Authority of India (FSSAI) mentioned in an announcement. 

 
KRIBHCO, CSC e-Governance Services India tie up to market agri-input products 

 CSC e-Governance Services India has collaborated with Krishak Bharati Cooperative 
(KRIBHCO) to provide access to fertilisers and agricultural inputs to farmers via four lakh 
village level entrepreneurs. 

 Common Services Centres (CSCs) will facilitate the sale and distribution of KRIBHCO 
products which include fertilisers like imported urea, DAP, NPK/NPS, bio-fertiliser, city 
compost, zinc sulphate, certified seeds, hybrid seeds and potash derived from molasses. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
TVS Motor Company Wins India Green Energy Award 2020 

 TVS Motor Company has been awarded the ‘Outstanding Renewable Energy User’ at the 
third Edition of India Green Energy Award 2020 by the Indian Federation of Green Energy 
(IFGE).  

 The award was presented by Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Nitin 
Gadkari. IFGE has recognized the efforts of TVS Motor in researching and implementing the 
use of alternative power sources in the renewable energy domain while ensuring their 
longevity and stability. 

 
Tsitsi Dangarembga received the German Book Trade Peace Prize 2021 at a ceremony in 
Frankfurt 

 The Peace Prize of the German Book Trade 2021 has been awarded to the Zimbabwean 
author and a filmmaker Tsitsi Dangarembga for a “new Enlightenment”, a work on violence 
in her country and all over the world by Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels, an 
association of German book publishers and booksellers. 

 Dangarembga is the first black woman to win the German Peace Prize. She has won the 
PEN Pinter prize 2021. Her debut novel, Nervous conditions were the first to be published 
in English by black women from Zimbabwe. 
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Rajinikanth received  Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
 Actor Rajinikanth was honoured with the prestigious 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award at the 

67th National Film Awards ceremony, for his contribution as an actor, producer and 
screenwriter. He received the prestigious award from Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu for 
his stupendous contribution to Indian cinema. 

 Instituted in 1969, the award is the highest honour for an artiste in Indian cinema. The 
award was decided by a jury consisting of five members: Asha Bhonsle, director Subhash 
Ghai, Mohanlal, Shankar Mahadevan and actor Biswajeet Chatterjee. The Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award for 2019 was to be announced last year but was postponed because of the C-
19 pandemic, as were the National Film Awards for 2019. 

 
Former NIO Scientist Dr. Rajiv Nigam Selected for 2022 Joseph A. Cushman Award 

 Former Chief Scientist at CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Dr. Rajiv Nigam 
has been selected for the 2022 Joseph A. Cushman Award for Excellence in Foraminiferal 
Research. Dr. Nigam is the first Indian Citizen to be selected for the prestigious award. He 
has been chosen for his outstanding lifetime contributions to the field of foraminifera 
(microfossil) research. 

 Dr. Nigam will receive the award at the Cushman Reception during the 2022 Geological 
Society of America meeting in Denver, Colorado, USA, from October 9-12-2022. The Joseph 
A. Cushman Award was established by USA based Cushman foundation for foraminiferal 
research in 1979. 

 
Parambikulam Tiger Conservation Foundation wins Earth Heroes Awards 2021 

 The Parambikulam Tiger Conservation Foundation has bagged the Earth Guardian Award 
instituted by the NatWest Group. The eight winners of the award were felicitated by the 
UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
secretary-general Ivonne Higuero through a virtual ceremony. 

 These awards were instituted by NatWest Group India. They are part of an initiative which 
recognises the efforts of individuals and institutions that are working to subvert climate 
change by conserving & preserving biodiversity in India. 

 
Martin Scorsese, Szabo to get Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement award 

 Hollywood veteran Martin Scorsese and celebrated Hungarian filmmaker Istevan Szabo will 
be honoured with the Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement award at this year’s International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI). The 52nd edition of the film festival will be held from November 
20 to 28 in Goa. 

 While Szabo is known for his masterpieces like 1966’s “Father” and 1981 movie 
“Mephisto”, Scorsese is one of the major figures of the New Hollywood era, widely 
regarded as one of the greatest and most influential directors in film history. 

 The opening film of this edition of IFFI will be “The King of all the World”, directed by Carlos 
Saura. Around 30 titles have been shortlisted for screening at 52nd IFFI from prominent 
International Film Festivals in the Festival Kaleidoscope and World Panorama Section. The 
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festival will also pay a special tribute to Sean Connery, the first actor to portray fictional 
British spy James Bond on the big screen. 

  
Alexei Navalny wins Sakharov Prize, the EU's highest award for human rights work 

 The European Parliament has awarded the European Union’s top human rights prize, 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought for 2021, to the imprisoned Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny. The 45-year-old activist has been awarded for his immense personal 
bravery to fight tirelessly against the corruption of Vladimir Putin’s regime. 

 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, commonly known as Sakharov Prize, is European 
Parliament’s top human rights prize. The prize honours individuals and groups of people 
who have dedicated their lives to the defence of human rights and freedom of thought. 

 
World-renowned Kung Fu nuns win UNESCO prize for Martial Arts education 

 The well known Kung Fu Nuns of the Drukpa order of Buddhism has won the inaugural 
UNESCO’s Martial Arts Education Prize 2021, for their brave and heroic acts of service and 
championing of gender equality across the Himalayas. The Nuns empower young girls 
through martial arts, to defend themselves, build confidence, and take on leadership roles 
in their communities. 

 The award has been launched by UNESCO ICM (International Centre of Martial Arts for 
Youth Development and Engagement), to collect and promote good practices of martial 
arts education(MA Edu.) 

 
The Great Indian Kitchen wins the best Film award at the 51st KSFA 

 Jeo Baby-directed "The Great Indian Kitchen", which revolves around the story of a newly-
wed couple in a traditional middle class family, bagged the titles for the best film and 
screenplay in the 51st Kerala State Film Awards announced on Saturday. 

 The small-budget movie, which shattered the myth of domesticity and raised some 
disturbing questions against patriarchy, was a huge hit. 

 Popular actors Jayasurya and Anna Ben were adjudged the the best actor and actress titles 
for their stellar performances in the movies "Vellam" and "Kappela" respectively, while 
Siddharth Siva bagged the recognition for the best director through his movie "Ennivar. 

 
India's project Takachar wins Prince William's Earthshot Prize 

 A Delhi-based entrepreneur's agricultural waste recycling project was named among the 
winners of Prince William's inaugural Earthshot Prize, dubbed the "Eco Oscars", at a gala 
ceremony in London on Sunday evening. 

 Vidyut Mohan led Takachar was named the winner of the GBP 1 million prize for its cheap 
technology innovation to convert crop residues into sellable bio-products in the "clean our 
air" category. 

 It was among five worldwide winners of the prize, created by William, the Duke of 
Cambridge, to reward people trying to save the planet. 
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Veteran artist Veer Munshi to get Harmony India Award 
 Veteran artist Veer Munshi, Kashmiri singer Prof Kailash Mehra and Sahitya Akademi 

awardee Zareef Ahmad Zareef are among 16 eminent personalities of various fields in 
Jammu and Kashmir to get this year's Harmony India Awards at a ceremony on Sunday. 

 This is the 7th edition of the Harmony India Awards to be held on Sunday at Teacher's 
Bhawan. 

 Creative personalities, artists, musicians, writers, social activists, theatre and visual artists, 
journalists has felicitated for their outstanding contribution in the growth and development 
of the nation. 

 
Satya Nadella-led Microsoft team wins C.K. Prahalad Award 

 Indian American Microsoft CEO, Satya Nadella has won the prestigious C K Prahlad award for 
Global Business Sustainability Leadership for the year 2021, along with three other top 
leaders of Microsoft. The four top Microsoft leaders have received the Award for their 
collaborative leadership to transform Microsoft into a carbon negative company by 2030 
and remove all its historical emissions by 2050. 

 Apart from Nadella, Microsoft’s President and Vice-Chair Brad Smith, Chief financial officer 
Amy Hood and chief environment officer Lucas Joppa have shared the award for Global 
Business Sustainability Leadership. 

 
Dr Randeep Guleria bags Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award for Excellence 

 The Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu presented the 22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri National 
Award for Excellence to the eminent pulmonologist and Director of the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Dr Randeep Guleria at Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas. He lauded Dr 
Guleria’s devotion to duty and in nurturing the Department of Pulmonary Medicine and 
Sleep Disorders in AIIMS. 

 Dr Randeep Guleria’s stellar role in creating awareness about the pandemic in recent times 
has not only been reassuring for all of us but has also soothed the frayed nerves of every 
person who has met, seen, or heard him speak on multiple forums on various aspects 
related to COVID 19. Dr Guleria is widely respected for his ground-breaking work in his 
chosen field and is known to be a highly efficient and dedicated hospital administrator, as 
well. 

 
Telugu Filmmaker B Gopal Chosen for Satyajit Ray Award 

 Well-known Telugu filmmaker B Gopal, alias Bejawada Gopal, has been chosen for the 
fourth Satyajit Ray Award for his overall contribution to Indian cinema. Gopal has directed 
30 films Telugu films and two Hindi movies. He was selected by a panel comprising 
Malayalam filmmaker Balu Kiriyath, music director Perumbavoor G Raveendranath and 
others. 

 The award is instituted by the Satyajit Ray Film Society Kerala, a state-based organisation, 
the award comprises Rs 10,000 cash prize, a memento, and a plaque. 
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Benyamin chosen for Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial literary Award 
 Writer Benyamin has been chosen for the coveted Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial Literary 

Award. His Manthalirile 20 Communist Varshangal fetched Benyamin the honour, which 
comprises a purse of `1 lakh and a bronze statue designed by Kanayi Kunjiraman. The 
award function will be held at the Nishagandhi auditorium at 5.30 pm on October 27, the 
death anniversary of Vayalar. 

 The jury chaired by Perumbadavam Sreedharan had K R Meera, George Onakkoor and C 
Unnikrishnan as its members. Works, including prose, poetry and literary criticism, 
published in the previous five years till 2020 were considered for the award. As a 
preliminary step before deciding on the final choice, 550 people were asked to submit their 
suggestions. Of them, 169 people responded and they suggested 197 works. 

 
Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank bags two PFRDA awards  

 Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank (KVGB), sponsored by Canara Bank, has bagged two 
national awards (‘APY Big Believers’ and ‘Leadership capital’) for significant enrolment under 
the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) from the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority (PFRDA). KVGB Chairman P. Gopi Krishna received awards from PFRDA Chairman 
Supratim Bandopadhyay. 

 KVGB is playing a pivotal role in implementing all three social security schemes (PMJJBY, 
PMSBY and APY) launched by the Central government. KVGB has a business turnover of 
₹28,410 crores with a clientele base of nearly 90 lakh in nine districts – Dharwad, Gadag, 
Haveri, Belagavi, Vijayapura, Bagalkot, Uttara Kannada, Udupi and Dakshina Kannada – of 
Karnataka. 

 
Fédération Internationale de Hockey Stars Awards 2021  

 Indian hockey players swept the 2020-21 edition of the FIH Stars Awards, the international 
hockey federation (FIH) announced. The winners were decided based on an online poll 
conducted from August 23 to September 15 which saw national associations, represented 
by their respective national captains and coaches, players, media and hockey fans cast their 
votes. 

 Votes from national associations counted for 50 per cent of the overall result, while fans and 
players (25 per cent) as well as media (25 per cent), accounted for the other half. 
FIH Stars Awards 2020-21 Winners 
• Player of the Year: Harmanpreet Singh (men) and Gurjit Kaur (women) 
• Goalkeeper of the Year: PR Sreejesh (men) and Savita Punia (women) 
• Rising Star of the Year: Vivek Sagar Prasad (men) and Sharmila Devi (women) 
• Coach of the Year: Graham Reid (men) and Sjoerd Marijne (women) 

 
Nobel Literature Prize 2021: Abdulrazak Gurnah named winner 

 The Nobel Prize in Literature 2021 was awarded to Abdulrazak Gurnah born in Zanzibar and 
active in England, “for his uncompromising and compassionate penetration of the effects of 
colonialism and the fate of the refugee in the gulf between cultures and continents.” The 
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Nobel Prize in literature is awarded by the Swedish Academy, Stockholm, Sweden. 
 The Tanzanian novelist was born in Zanzibar in 1948 and has since lived in the UK and 

Nigeria. He writes in English, and his most famous novel is Paradise, which was shortlisted 
for the Booker prize in 1994. Gurnah currently lives in the UK and taught English Literature 
at the University of Kent. Until recently, he was Professor of English and Postcolonial 
Literatures at the University of Kent, Canterbury and has published ten novels and a 
number of short stories. 

 
Pratham's Rukmini Banerji And Eric Hanushek Get Yidan Prize 2021 

 Professor Eric A. Hanushek and Dr Rukmini Banerji have been awarded the 2021 Yidan Prize 
for Education Development for improving learning outcomes in schools at scale. Yidan Prize 
is the world’s highest education accolade, in recognition of their ground-breaking work 
addressing a crucial piece of the education puzzle: improving quality of education and 
outcomes for learners at scale. 

 The Yidan Prize was founded by Charles Chen Yidan in 2016 to create a better world 
through education. Yidan Prize Laureate receives a gold medal and a sum of $3.9 million. 

 
Indian organisation LIFE shares Alternative Nobel with three others 

 The Delhi-based environmental organisation “Legal Initiative for Forest and Environment 
(LIFE)” has been felicitated with the 2021 Right Livelihood Award, an international honour, 
also known as Sweden’s alternative Nobel Prize. LIFE has been selected for the award for its 
“grassroots approach of empowering vulnerable communities to protect their livelihoods 
and claim their right to a clean environment.” 

 The Award was established in 1980 by German-Swedish philanthropist Jakob von Uexkull to 
“honour and support those who offer a practical and exemplary contribution in such fields 
as environmental protection, human rights, sustainable development, health, education, 
which are not included in Nobel Prize list. The Right Livelihood Award comes with a cash 
prize of 1 million Swedish crowns ($115,000) and long-term support to highlight and 
expand Laureates’. 

 
USIBC to present Global Leadership Award to Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan  

 The US India Business Council (USIBC) has chosen Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan as the 
recipient of its 2021 Global Leadership Award. Shiv Nadar is the founder and chairman 
emeritus of HCL Technologies Limited. Mallika Srinivasan is the chair and managing 
director, Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited (TAFE). Both will be honoured at the 2021 
India Ideas Summit to be held on October 6-7, 2021. 

 The Global Leadership Awards which are given annually since 2007, honour top corporate 
executives from the United States and India. According to the statement, they have 
demonstrated exemplary leadership and played a significant role in advancing the strategic 
and economic partnership between the two countries. Nisha Desai Biswal is the President 
of USIBC. 
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RANKING 
 State Energy Efficiency Index 2020: Karnataka on Top 

 Karnataka has topped the State Energy Efficiency Index 2020 (SEEI), scoring 70 points out of 
100 on the back of several initiatives to improve energy efficiency in the state. Rajasthan is 
on second rank followed by Haryana on third. Last year i.e in SEEI 2019 ranking, Rajasthan 
was on top. The State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI) 2020 was released under the Ministry of 
Power. 

 State Energy Efficiency Index is released by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and 
Alliance for an Energy-Efficient Economy (AEEE). 

 The SEE index, assesses the states in four categories of Aspirant with a score below 30 
points, Contenders with a score between 30-50, Achievers with a score of 50-60 and the 
Frontrunners with above 60 points score. 

 SEEI 2020 has assessed the performance of 36 states and Union territories in energy 
efficiency (EE) using 68 qualitative, quantitative, and outcome-based indicators aggregating 
to a maximum score of 100 across six sectors. 

 
India ranks 40th out of 43 global pension systems, as per survey 

 Mercer Consulting, a leading global management consulting firm, has released the 13th 
edition of the Mercer Global Pension Index (2021 MCGPI). India has been ranked at 40th 
position out of 43 countries in the 2021 Mercer CFS Global Pension Index survey. In 2020, 
India was ranked at 34th position out of 39 pension systems. 

 Iceland has topped this ranking with an index value of 84.2 followed by the Netherlands 
with 83.5 and Norway with 82.0. India had an overall index value of 43.3. Thailand had the 
lowest overall index value at 40.6. The 2021 MCGPI, has added 4 new retirement systems: 
Iceland, Taiwan, UAE and Uruguay. 

 
Global Hunger Index 2021: India ranks on 101st  

 India’s rank has dropped to the 101st position among 116 countries in the Global Hunger 
Index (GHI) 2021. In 2020, India was placed at 94th spot, out of 107 countries. The 2021 GHI 
score of India is recorded at 27.5 out of 50, which comes under the serious category. 
Neighbouring countries like Nepal (76), Bangladesh (76), Myanmar (71) and Pakistan (92) 
are also in the ‘alarming’ hunger category but have fared better at feeding its citizens than 
India, according to the report. 

 A total of 18 countries, including China, Kuwait and Brazil, shares the top rank. The GHI 
score of these 18 nations is less than 5. This means that these countries suffer very less from 
hunger and malnutrition. 

 
Forbes World’s Best Employer 2021 Ranking: Reliance Industries is on tops  

 Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries has topped the Indian corporates in the World’s 
Best Employers 2021 rankings published by Forbes. Globally, Reliance is placed at 52nd 
position among 750 global corporates. South Korean giant Samsung Electronics has topped 
the overall ranking as World’s Best Employers 2021, followed by US giants IBM, Microsoft, 
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Amazon, Apple, Alphabet and Dell Technologies. 

 The World’s Best Employers 2021 has been prepared by Forbes in partnership with market 
research company Statista. 

 The ranking is based upon surveying 1,50,000 full-time and part-time workers from 58 
countries working for multinational companies and institutions, where employees rated 
their employers on numerous points. 

 Parameters used during the survey for the ranking include the image, economic footprint, 
talent development, gender equality and social responsibility. 

 
India retains 3rd position in renewable energy investment attractiveness index 

 India has retained the third position in the 58th Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness 
Index (RECAI) released by the consultancy firm Ernst & Young (EY). According to the report, 
the US, mainland China and India continue to retain the top three rankings and Indonesia is 
a new entrant to the RECAI. 

 The 2021 RECAI ranks the world’s top 40 global markets (nations) on the attractiveness of 
their renewable energy investment and deployment opportunities. With the environment, 
social and governance (ESG) measures soaring to the top of the agenda for companies and 
investors, RECAI also highlights that corporate power purchase agreements (PPAs) are 
emerging as a key driver of clean energy growth. 

 
Mukesh Ambani tops Forbes India rich list with $92 billion net worth 

 The Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) Chairman Mukesh Ambani has topped the Forbes India 
Rich list for 2021, released. The list ranks India’s 100 richest Indians. He has retained his 
position as the wealthiest Indian for the 14th consecutive year on the Forbes India list, since 
2008. 

 The tycoon added $4 billion to his net worth in 2021, to bring his total fortune to $92.7 
billion. The total fortune of Forbes India 100 Richest Indian in 2021 is recorded at US$775 
billion. India’s 100 richest are now worth $775 billion. The second spot has been retained by 
Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani, with a net worth of $74.8 billion. Tech tycoon Shiv 
Nadar acquired the third spot with net worth of $31 billion. 

  

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Former Union minister Nishank gifts his book to PM Modi 

 The former Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has gifted a copy of his 
book titled ‘AIIMS Mein Ek Jang Ladte Hue’ to Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi in Delhi. 
The book was written by Pokhriyal while he was battling C-19 at AIIMS in Delhi. The book 
was published by Prabhat Prakashan Pvt. Ltd. 

 
The biography titled “Kamala Harris: Phenomenal Woman” written by Chidanand Rajghatta 

 Renowned journalist and writer Chidanand Rajghatta have authored a new book “Kamala 
Harris: Phenomenal Woman”, a biography of Kamala Harris, the first women Vice President 
of the United States of America (USA). 
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 The book features the life incidents of Kamala Harris, a woman of mixed race (India and 
Jamaica) who has become the first Indian descent, the first woman to become the vice 
president of the USA. 

 
Ruskin Bond's new anthology released 

 “Writing for My Life”, an anthology of author Ruskin Bond has been released. It contains 
some of the most exemplary stories, essays, poems and memories of Ruskin Bond. This 
anthology has been released 25 years after the first anthology of Bond titled, “The Best of 
Ruskin Bond”. The selections for this anthology have been made by Bond himself and his 
editor Premanka Goswami. Ruskin Bond is an Indian author of British descent. His first 
novel is The Room on the Roof. 

 An anthology is a collection of literary works chosen by the compiler; it may be a collection 
of plays, poems, short stories, songs or excerpts by different authors.  

 
Vice President releases 100th book of Vanguri Foundation of America 

 Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu emphasized the need to preserve our rich cultural 
and linguistic heritage and urged everyone to make efforts, individually and collectively, for 
this. 

 The Vice President made these remarks at the virtual release of the 100th book of the 
Vanguri Foundation of America. The book titled as ‘7va Prapancha Sahiti Sadassu Sabha 
Vishesha Sanchika’ is based on the 7th World Telugu Literary Summit organised by the 
Vanguri Foundation of America in collaboration with other Telugu cultural organisations in 
October last year. 

 
Book “The Origin Story of India’s States” by VS Srinivasan 

 The book titled ‘The Origin Story of India’s States’ is written by Venkataraghavan Subha 
Srinivasan and published by Penguin Random House India (PRHI). It is a story about the 
birth of India’s 28 states and 8 union territories. Also, their continuous changes. 

 Venkataraghavan Subha Srinivasan is a writer, actor and strategy consultant from 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. This is his first non-fiction book. 

 
Book ‘Sir Syed Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion And Nation’ by Prof Shafey Kidwai 

 Sahitya Akademi awardee Professor Shafey Kidwai has authored a new book titled “Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion And Nation”. The objective of the book is to analyse Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan the founder of Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College that grew into Aligarh 
Muslim University. 

 The book is published by Routledge India. The foreword of the book is written by professor 
Irfan Habib. The book was released ahead of the 204th birth anniversary (17th October 
2021) of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan. 

 
Book titled “Actually… I Met Them: A Memoir” by Gulzar 

 Legendary Indian poet-lyricist-director Gulzar has come out with his new book title 

https://www.toprankers.com/subscription-plans


 
 www.toprankers.com   

 

 
 
 

“Actually… I Met Them: A Memoir”. In a memoir published by the publishing group Penguin 
Random House India. 

 In this book, Gulzar has shared many interesting unknown facts about legends like Kishore 
Kumar, Bimal Roy, Ritwik Ghatak, Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Mahasweta Devi, among 
others. 

 
Book ‘The Custodian of Trust A Banker’s Memoir’ by Rajnish Kumar 

 Former Chairman of the State Bank of India (SBI) Rajnish Kumar has come out with his 
memoir titled ‘The Custodian of Trust – A Banker’s Memoir’. The book has been published 
by Penguin Random House India. 

 It gave a rare insight of how the financial system in our country works. The Custodian of 
Trust presents Kumar’s journey from a modest house in the old city of Meerut to being a 
probationary officer in SBI in 1980 and growing to the post of Chairman in 2017. 

 
The Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka’s First Novel Since 1973 

 A novel titled “Chronicles from the Land of the Happiest People on Earth” authored by Wole 
Soyinka has been released. Wole Soyinka is Africa’s first Nobel laureate in Literature. He 
wrote his last novel ”Season of Anomy” in 1973.  

 He returns with a new novel after nearly 50 years. His notable plays include ”The Jero Plays”, 
”The Road”, ”The Lion and the Jewel”, ”Madmen and Specialists” and ”From Zia, With Love”. 

 
Indra Nooyi memoir “The secrets to balancing work and family life” 

 In her book, My Life in Full: Work, Family and our Future, Indra Nooyi focuses on the 
importance that organisational support plays in working women’s lives. For instance, she 
lists the offer of three months of paid leave by BCG to take care of her father in India when 
he was diagnosed with cancer. 

 Indra Nooyi tells the story of that journey in her memoir, My Life in Full (published by 
Hachette India) in 313 pages that are packed with her experiences of settling in America, 
negotiating the boardroom, balancing work and family life and what the pandemic has 
meant for workplaces. 

 

BANKING AND ECONOMY 
SBI General Insurance ties up with Google Pay for health insurance 

 SBI General Insurance made a technological partnership with Google Pay to enable users to 
buy SBI General’s health insurance on the Google Pay app. This collaboration marks Google 
Pay’s 1st partnership with an insurer in India to offer health insurance.  

 The users were enabled to buy both individual and family plans under SBI General’s Arogya 
Sanjeevani policy through Google Pay Spot. 

 
CCI approves HDFC Bank's acquisition of 4.99% stake in HDFC ERGO 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the acquisition of 4.99 percent of 
the outstanding equity share capital in HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company by private 
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sector lender HDFC Bank. HDFC Bank will acquire 3.56 crore shares or 4.99% stake for Rs 
1,906 crore from the parent company Housing Development Finance Corporation (HDFC). 
HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company is a joint venture between HDFC and European 
insurer ERGO International AG. 

 The proposed combination will enable the lender to participate in the growth opportunity 
of HDFC ERGO General Insurance and create long-term value for its shareholders, as per a 
combination notice filed with the regulator. 

 
ICICI Bank overtakes HUL in m-cap to occupy 5th spot 

 Private sector lender ICICI Bank has crossed the market capitalisation of Hindustan Unilever 
to become the fifth-largest company by market value. According to BSE data, ICICI Bank’s 
market capitalisation (m-cap) stood at Rs.5.83 lakh crore, just above HUL’s Rs.5.76 lakh 
crore. This follows the bank posting its highest ever quarterly net profit in the July to 
September 2021 quarter. 

 The bank’s scrip touched a 52-week high of Rs.859.70 on the BSE before ending at 
Rs.841.05, registering a gain of 10.8 per cent over the previous day’s close. ICICI Bank 
becomes the second lender after HDFC Bank to break into the top five companies on the 
BSE in terms of m-cap. 

 
Bharti AXA Life Insurance signs bancassurance pact with Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 

 Bharti AXA Life Insurance Company Limited (Bharti AXA Life) has entered into a 
bancassurance partnership with Utkarsh Small Finance Bank to ensure distribution of life 
insurance products through the bank’s network across India. This partnership will enable 
the Bharti AXA life to reach Tier II and Tier III markets with insurance solutions and increase 
the reach of insurance in India. 

 Under this partnership, the Bharti AXA Life’s insurance comprehensive suite of life 
insurance plans including the protection, health, savings and investment plans will be made 
available for the customers of the bank across 202 districts of 19 states and 2 Union 
territories. 

 
Reliance to acquire 40% stake in designer Manish Malhotra's MM Styles Private Limited 

 Reliance Industries Ltd’s Reliance Brands Ltd (RBL) and famous designer Manish Malhotra 
have announced a strategic partnership to acquire a 40 per cent stake in Malhotra’s MM 
Styles Pvt Ltd. According to a Reliance Brands statement, this “strategic partnership” is the 
first “external investment” for MM Styles Pvt Ltd. 

 Launched in 2005, the Manish Malhotra luxury retail is spanned across four flagship stores in 
Mumbai, New Delhi, and Hyderabad. Manish Malhotra, the main architect behind the 16-
year-old couture house, will continue to be at the helm of affairs of MM Styles Pvt Ltd as 
managing and creative director. 

 
RBI slaps Rs 1 cr penalty on Paytm Payments Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on Paytm Payments 
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Bank Limited (PPBL) over certain specified violations, as referred in Section 26 (2) of the 
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. RBI observed that the information submitted 
during Paytm Payments Bank’s application for the issue of the final Certificate of 
Authorisation (CoA) did not reflect the factual position. 

 It has also penalised Western Union Financial Services by imposing a penalty of Rs 27.8 lakh 
for violating the prescribed limit of remittances per year. 

 
RBI imposes fine of Rs 1.95 crore on Standard Chartered Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a fine of Rs 1.95 crore on the Standard Chartered 
Bank for failing to report a cyber security incident within the prescribed time period, and 
failure to credit the amount involved in unauthorised electronic transactions, among other 
reasons. Standard Chartered Bank was penalised also for its non-compliance of RBI’s 
directions on customer protection. 

 Standard Chartered Bank had also allowed direct sales agents to conduct KYC verifications 
and failed to ensure the integrity of data submitted in the Central Repository of 
Information on Large Credits (CRILC).  

 
Reserve Bank of India has authorized Karur Vysya Bank to collect Direct Taxes on behalf of 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 

 The Reserve Bank of India has authorised Karur Vysya Bank (KVB) to collect direct taxes on 
behalf of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). After obtaining the approval, KVB has 
started the integration process with the CBDT to collect direct taxes. 

 The integration would enable the bank to allow its customers to remit the direct taxes 
through any branch/net banking/ mobile banking services (DLite Mobile application). 

 
SEBI Forms 4-member high powered advisory committee on settlement orders 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), has constituted a four-member “high 
powered advisory committee on settlement orders and compounding of offences”. 

 The Chairman of the committee will be Vijay C Daga, retired judge of the High Court of 
Bombay. The terms of reference of the Committee will be as per “Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Settlement Proceedings) Regulations, 2018”. 

 
Kotak Mahindra Bank launched Micro ATMs across the India 

 The private lender Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd has announced the launch of Micro ATMs 
across the country. Customers of all banks who possess a debit card can use a Kotak Micro 
ATM for key banking services such as cash withdrawals and checking account balances. A 
mini version of an ATM, micro ATMs are small handheld devices. The bank will use its 
extensive Business Correspondents (BC) network to launch micro ATMs. 

 The micro ATM is a simple, innovative and highly effective solution to deliver essential 
banking services such as cash withdrawals in a convenient manner to people residing in 
relatively remote locations. 

 It is a viable alternative to a regular ATM, allowing for faster expansion and increasing 
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banking touchpoints for consumers. Kotak’s network of micro ATMs across the country will 
help customers of all banks (Kotak and non-Kotak customers) get easy access to their bank 
accounts and promote financial inclusion.”     

 
RBI grants small finance bank licence to consortium of Centrum and BharatPe 

 The Reserve Bank of India has granted a banking licence to Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd 
(USFBL), which was established jointly by the Centrum Financial Services Ltd (CFSL) and 
Resilient Innovations Private Limited (BharatPe), to carry on a SFB business in India. It is the 
first time ever that two partners are uniting equally to build a Bank. The proposed business 
model is one of collaboration and open architecture, uniting all its stakeholders to deliver a 
seamless digital experience. 

 RBI had accorded “in-principle” approval to CFSL, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Centrum 
Capital, on June 18 to set up a small finance bank (SFB). Centrum’s MSME and Micro 
Finance businesses shall be merged into Unity Small Finance Bank. 

 
Retail inflation eases to 4.35% in September  

 Retail inflation declined to 4.35 per cent in September, mainly due to lower food prices, 
according to government data released. The Consumer Price Index-based (CPI) inflation 
was at 5.30 per cent in August and at 7.27 per cent in September 2020. As per the data 
released by the National Statistical Office (NSO), the inflation in the food basket eased to 
0.68 per cent in September 2021, significantly down from 3.11 per cent in the preceding 
month. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which mainly factors in CPI-based inflation while arriving at 
its bi-monthly monetary policy, has been tasked by the government to keep it at 4 per cent, 
with a tolerance band of 2 per cent on either side. 

 The CPI headline momentum is moderating, which combined with favourable base effects 
in the coming months could bring about a substantial softening in inflation in the near 
term.  

 
Reliance New Energy Solar acquires rec solar holdings for $771 million 

 Reliance New Energy Solar(RNESL) today said that it has acquired 100% shareholding of REC 
Solar Holdings AS (REC Group) from China National Bluestar (Group) Co Ltd., for a value of 
$771 million. 

 The purchase by Reliance New Energy Solar Ltd (RNESL) follows the June announcement by 
RIL - operator of the world's biggest refining complex - that it would invest $10.1 billion in 
clean energy over three years in a drive to become net carbon zero by 2035. 

 
PNB launches ‘6S Campaign’ under customer outreach programme 

 Punjab National Bank (PNB) has launched ‘6S Campaign’ under a customer outreach 
programme to extend financial services at a concessional rate during the festival season. 
The ‘6S Campaign’ encapsulates different schemes such as – Swabhiman, Samruddhi, 
Sampark and Shikhar, Sankalp and Swagat. The objective is to drive a special awareness 
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campaign for the development of financial services in the country and to accelerate credit 
growth, improve penetration of social security schemes and drive digital banking push. 

 Through Swabhimaan, the Bank aims to aggressively push the financial inclusion agenda by 
deepening penetration of the three Jan Suraksha or Social Security Schemes pertaining to 
the insurance and pension sector namely, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, and Atal Pension Yojana. 

 Under the Samruddhi scheme, Bank aims to drive credit outreach for the agricultural sector 
which is the cornerstone of the Indian economy.   

 
RBI Monetary Policy: Status Quo on rates 

 The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) kept the repo rate 
unchanged in the fourth bi-monthly policy meet for the financial year 2021-22 headed by 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has maintained the status quo. 

 The Monetary Policy Committee kept the repo rate unchanged at 4 per cent. The reverse 
repo rate will continue to be 3.35 per cent. The meeting was held between October (6 to 
8). The remaining will take place in December (6 to 8) and February (7 to 9, 2022). 

 
Bharatpe enters ‘Buy Now Pay Later’ segment 

 Fintech company BharatPe, announced its entry into the ‘Buy Now Pay Later’ (BNPL) 
category with the launch of ‘postpe’. The new platform provides credit to customers to buy 
now, but pay later from anywhere. Customers using the postpe platform can download the 
app from Play Store and avail interest-free credit limit of up to Rs 10 lakh. The company 
said that postpe is not only limited to big-ticket purchases but can also be used for micro-
purchases, making it the first of its kind. 

 BharatPe stated that it aims to facilitate a loan book of $300 million on postpe in the first 
12 months for its lending partners. The fintech company added that customers can shop 
across offline as well as online and repay easily through EMIs. 

 All a customer has to do is scan the QR code through the postpe app and pay using credit. 
Users can also pay through a postpe card that will be accepted across millions of offline as 
well as e-commerce platforms. Cashbacks and rewards are also on offer.  

 
Kotak Mahindra Bank becomes 1st scheduled private sector bank to collect direct, indirect taxes 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd (KMBL) has received approval from the government for the 
collection of direct & indirect taxes, such as income tax, Goods and Services Tax (GST) etc, 
through its banking network. With this, the bank becomes the first scheduled private sector 
bank to receive approval after the announcement by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
allowing all banks to participate in the government-related business. 

 After technical integration, KMBL customers will be able to pay their direct and indirect 
taxes straight from KMBL’s mobile banking or net banking platforms as well as through 
KMBL’s branch banking network, resulting in immense ease and convenience for 
customers. 
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Reserve Bank of India grants licence to NARCL under Sarfaesi Act 
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted the National Asset Reconstruction Company 

(NARCL) the licence to register as an asset reconstruction company (ARC). The Licence is 
given under Section 3 of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act 2002. 

 As per Section 3 of the SARFAESI Act, a company can carry the business of asset 
reconstruction only after obtaining a certificate of registration from RBI and, having the 
owned fund of not less than Rs 2 crore or such other amount not exceeding 15% of total 
financial assets acquired or to be acquired by the securitisation company or reconstruction 
company. The NARCL has been incorporated under the Companies Act, and public sector 
banks will hold 51 per cent in NARCL.  

 
SBI, Indian Navy Launch NAV-eCash Card For Online, Offline Transactions 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has announced the launch of SBI’s NAV-eCash card on INS 
Vikramaditya, the largest naval aircraft carrier of India. The new journey envisioned for the 
card is set to change the payment ecosystem, while the ship is sailing with no dependency 
on utilisation of any form of cash to avail any of the services on board. 

 The new NAV-eCash card will facilitate both online and offline transactions. The card will 
obviate the difficulties faced by personnel onboard in handling physical cash during 
deployment of the ship at high seas. The new journey envisioned in the form of a NAV-
eCash Card will change the payment ecosystem while the ship is sailing with no 
dependency on cash for utilization of any of the services on board.  

 
GST collection in September crosses Rs. 1.17 lakh crore 

 The gross GST revenue collected in the month of September was 1,17,010 crore rupees, 
which included a CGST component of 20,578 crores, SGST is 26,767 crore and IGST 
component of 60,911 crore rupees. 

 The revenue for September was 23% higher than the GST revenues in the same month last 
year. During the month, revenue from import of goods was 30% higher. 

 
RBI removes Indian Overseas Bank from Prompt Corrective Action framework 

 Reserve Bank of India has announced the removal of Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 
restrictions on Indian Overseas Bank (IOB). This decision gives the bank more freedom for 
lending, especially to corporations and grow the network, subject to prescribed norms. IOB 
was placed under PCA in 2015. 

 The bank has provided a written commitment that it would comply with the norms of 
Minimum Regulatory Capital, Net NPA and Leverage ratio on an ongoing basis and has 
apprised the RBI of the structural and systemic improvements that it has put in place which 
would help the bank in continuing to meet these commitments. IOB is being tipped as a 
privatisation candidate. In 2021, RBI has also removed PCA restrictions on IDBI Bank and 
UCO Bank. 
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