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Central Government Grants Approval to IIT Indore's Satellite Campus in Ujjain 

 Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav's announcement of approval for IIT Indore's satellite campus in Ujjain signals 
a significant milestone for education and skill development. 

 The approval of IIT Indore’s Ujjain satellite campus underscores the government’s commitment to enhancing 
educational opportunities. 

 
Tamil Nadu Sets New Milestone as India's Leader in Ramsar Sites 

 Tamil Nadu has raised the bar in environmental conservation and biodiversity protection by adding two 
additional Ramsar sites to its repertoire, solidifying its position with the highest number of such designated areas 
in the country. 

 The recent addition of the Longwood Shola Reserve Forest in The Nilgiris and the Karaivetti Bird Sanctuary in 
Ariyalur has propelled the state to the forefront of ecological conservation efforts in India. 

 
The MY Bharat portal achieves a milestone with over 1.45 crore youth registrations within three months 

 Within an impressive span of just three months, the Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) portal has amassed over 1.45 
crore youth registrations, underscoring its significant popularity. 

 Launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on October 31, 2023, the platform has swiftly become a crucial 
driver of youth development and engagement. 

 
Finance Minister Sitharaman announces free cervical cancer vaccine for girls aged 9-14 

 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, during her interim budget speech for 2024-25, expressed the 
government's commitment to actively "promote" vaccination as a strategy to combat cervical cancer. 

 Sitharaman stated, “Our government will encourage vaccination for girls aged 9 to 14 years as a preventive 
measure against cervical cancer” during her budget speech. 

 
Uttarakhand Police integrates self-balancing e-scooters for smarter patrols. 

 Director General Abhinav Kumar, responsible for police operations in Haridwar, introduced an innovative 
approach to law enforcement by deploying self-balancing electric scooters, graciously donated by Utkarsh Small 
Finance Bank. 

 The introduction of self-balancing electric scooters marks a significant leap forward in police patrol strategies in 
Haridwar. 

 
Karnataka secures the Nagesh Trophy by defeating Andhra Pradesh 

 Karnataka achieved victory in the Nagesh Trophy, representing a significant milestone in the Men’s National T20 
Cricket Tournament for the Blind 2023-24. 

 The thrilling final, held in Nagpur, saw Karnataka defeating Andhra Pradesh by nine wickets, ending a 20-year 
wait for a national title. 

 
Uttar Pradesh is launching its Annual Mass Drug Administration Campaign to eradicate filariasis 

 The Uttar Pradesh government is set to commence its annual Mass Drug Administration (MDA) campaign aimed 
at eliminating filariasis diseases from February 5 to 15. This initiative will target 17 districts as part of the state's 
mission to eradicate filariasis.  
About Uttar Pradesh: 
Capital:– Lucknow 
Chief Minister:– Yogi Adityanath 
Governor:– Anandiben Patel 

 
40,000 rail coaches are slated for conversion to Vande Bharat standards 

 The Indian government has unveiled an ambitious program to modernize Indian Railways by upgrading 40,000 
standard rail coaches to Vande Bharat standards. 
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 This initiative, announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in while presenting the interim budget for 

fiscal year 2024-25 (FY25), aims to elevate the safety, convenience, and comfort of rail travel while also providing 
a boost to private sector railway manufacturers through new refurbishment contracts. 

 
The Northeast celebrates the inauguration of its first Naturopathy Hospital in Assam 

 Union Minister of Ayush and Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal, alongside Assam's Chief 
Minister, inaugurated the Central Research Institute of Yoga & Naturopathy (CRIYN) and a 100-bed Naturopathy 
hospital at Dihing Khamtighat in Dibrugarh. 

 The institution, a pioneering force in Ayush, aims to blend traditional knowledge of Yoga and Naturopathy with 
modern technology. The investment of approximately Rs.100 crores signifies a significant step towards promoting 
holistic healthcare in the region.  

 
Uttarakhand's Cabinet has greenlit the Uniform Civil Code Bill, slated for presentation in the Assembly on 
February 6. 

 The Uttarakhand Cabinet, under Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami's leadership, has approved the Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) bill, representing a historic decision. 

 The bill, crafted based on recommendations from a government-appointed committee, will be presented in the 
Uttarakhand Assembly on February 6. The committee suggests banning polygamy and child marriage, advocating 
for uniform marriageable age and divorce procedures 

 
Nitin Gadkari inaugurates Rs 300 crore flyover in Uttar Pradesh 

 Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, inaugurates a 300 crore rupee flyover in Uttar 
Pradesh's Lakhimpur Kheri district via video conferencing. 

 The construction of ROB and flyover will bring more ease in traffic between Lakhimpur and Sitapur districts. 
 

Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar launches Digital India FutureLABS at IIIT, New Delhi 

 Union Minister of State for Electronics and IT, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, and Jal Shakti, Shri 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar launched the "Digital India FutureLABS” and delivered the keynote address at the ‘Digital 
India FutureLABS Summit 2024,’ focused on ‘Catalyzing the Next-generation Electronics System Design through 
Digital India FutureLABS.’ 

 
In 2024, the government introduced the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill. 

 The 2024 Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill establishes a robust legal framework to uphold 
the integrity and fairness of public exams nationwide. 

 The bill is introduced to address and prevent the use of unfair means in public examinations. It encompasses a 
wide range of definitions and stipulations that clarify the roles, responsibilities, and penalties associated with the 
conduct of public examinations. 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurates ONGC Sea Survival Centre In Goa 

 Prime Minister Modi inaugurated ONGC's integrated Sea Survival Training Centre during a one-day visit to Goa. 

 This state-of-the-art facility is expected to train thousands of personnel annually, enhancing their sea survival 
skills and ensuring their preparedness to face real-life disasters. 

 
The Telangana government plans to set up a help desk for youth in the USA and abroad 

 Responding to increasing safety concerns among Telangana citizens living overseas, Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy has declared the creation of a specialized assistance desk. 

 This program aims to cater to the diverse requirements of students and young professionals from Telangana who 
are studying or working abroad. 

 
Uttarakhand takes the lead in implementing the Uniform Civil Code nationwide 

 Uttarakhand has achieved a notable milestone in India's legislative history by becoming the first state to enact 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC). 

 The UCC aims to standardize laws governing personal matters like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and more 
across all citizens, irrespective of their religion. 

 
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi CM, launches free bus travel for transgender community 
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 Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi's Chief Minister, introduces free bus travel for the transgender community. 

 Focus on tackling societal neglect and advocating for equal rights among marginalized communities. 

 Swift Cabinet approval and implementation timeline, aiming to benefit transgender individuals within weeks. 

 Initiative builds on the success of the existing women's scheme, benefitting around 14 lakh women daily. 
 
Tata Trusts to open India’s first Small Animal Hospital in Mumbai 

 Tata Trusts, in partnership with philanthropist Ratan Tata, unveils India's premier Small Animal Hospital in 
Mahalaxmi, Mumbai, boasting over 200 beds and committed to providing 24/7 care for pets' welfare. 

 
Vividdhta Ka Amrit Mahotsav Inauguration at Rashtrapati Bhavan  

 President Smt. Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the ‘Vividdhta ka Amrit Mahotsav’ at Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
showcasing Northeast India’s cultural richness. 

 Organized by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region and Ministry of Culture, the event ran from 
February 8th to 11th, 2024.  

 
Uttar Pradesh’s Green Hydrogen Initiative Targets 1 Million Tonne Capacity & 1.2 Lakh Jobs  

 Uttar Pradesh aims to revolutionize its energy sector by constructing one million tonne per annum (mtpa) green 
hydrogen production capacity, generating an estimated 120,000 jobs. 

 Investment proposals worth Rs 2.73 trillion have been secured from 20 companies during the UP Global Investors 
Summit in February 2023.   

 
Telangana to Establish AI Hub, Make Internet a Basic Right  

 With a focus on ensuring universal access to the internet and positioning Hyderabad and Telangana as the 
nation’s AI capital, Governor Soundararajan’s vision sets a bold precedent for the state’s future development. 

 Governor Soundararajan’s commitment to making the internet a basic right for all citizens of Telangana 
underscores her dedication to bridging the digital divide and empowering every individual with the tools for 
success in the digital era.  

 
New Delhi Book Fair 2024: Feb 10-18, 2024 

 The New Delhi Book Fair, organized by the National Book Trust in collaboration with the India Trade Promotion 
Organization (ITPO), is set to enchant visitors at Pragati Maidan from February 10 to 18, 2024. 

 This year’s theme, “Multilingual India: A Living Tradition,” promises a celebration of linguistic diversity and 
cultural exchange.  

 
Sikkim Becomes First Northeast State to Reinstate Old Pension Scheme for Employees  

 Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang of Sikkim announced the revival of the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) for state 
government employees hired on or after April 1, 2006, during the State Level Temporary Employees’ Convention. 

 Under the provisions of the Sikkim Services Pension Rules, 1990, employees appointed on or before March 31, 
1990, are set to benefit from the reinstatement of the OPS.  

  
Parliament Passes Historic JK ST Quota Bill, Two Other Reservation Bills 

 The Rajya Sabha cleared three Bills related to Jammu and Kashmir, aiming to address issues of reservation for 
marginalized communities and modify existing lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Union 
territory. 
 

Important Bills- 
1.  Jammu and Kashmir Local Bodies Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024 
2.  Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2024 
3.  Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Castes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2024 
 
Underwater Harbour Defence and Surveillance System Inaugurated in Andaman and Nicobar command 

 In a significant move to bolster India’s maritime security and operational capabilities, Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) 
Admiral R. Hari Kumar recently concluded a pivotal visit to the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC). 
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Government to Include ASHA and Anganwadi Workers/Helpers in Ayushman Bharat Scheme 

 The government is preparing to extend the benefits of the Ayushman Bharat Scheme to Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHAs) and Anganwadi workers/helpers.  

 This initiative aims to provide free health coverage to these essential healthcare workers, aligning with the 
broader goals of the AB-PMJAY scheme. 

 The AB-PMJAY scheme offers health coverage up to ₹5 lakh per family annually to impoverished and vulnerable 
families. 

 Currently, 55 crore individuals from 12 crore families are covered under the Ayushman Bharat scheme. 
 
SWATI Portal Launched To Empower Women in STEMM 

 On the occasion of the International Day of Women and Girls in Science on 11 Feb, 2024, the Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA), New Delhi, witnessed the launch of the “Science for Women-A Technology & 
Innovation (SWATI)” Portal. Prof Ajay Kumar Sood, the Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India. 

 The portal is developed, hosted, and maintained by the National Institute of Plant Genome Research (NIPGR), 
New Delhi. 

  
PM Inaugurates Projects worth Rs. 7300 Crores in Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh 

 In a move towards growth, Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated development projects in Jhabua, Madhya 
Pradesh, focusing on uplifting the tribal population. 

 
PM Modi to Inaugurate Fourth Terminal at Cherlapally 

 Union Minister for Tourism, Culture and Development of Northeast Region, G. Kishan Reddy, revealed that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is set to inaugurate the upcoming fourth terminal at Cherlapally, Telangana. 

 
Hyderabad’s 36th National Book Fair: February 9-19 

 The NTR Stadium in Hyderabad hosts the 36th edition of the National Book Fair. 

 Organized by the Hyderabad Book Fair Society, the event kicked off on February 9. The book fair runs until 
February 19. 

 The venue is named after civil rights activist Gaddar. 
 
Gupteswar Forest, Odisha’s New Biodiversity Heritage Site 

 Odisha has taken a significant step towards conservation by declaring the Gupteswar forest in Koraput district as 
its fourth Biodiversity Heritage Site (BHS). 

 
RCF Plans to Launch Vande Metro Prototype by April 

 The Rail Coach Factory (RCF) aims to roll out the first prototype of the Vande Metro coach by April. 

 A total of 16 such coaches are expected to be ready by the later part of the 2024-25 financial year. 
 
Defence Minister Unveils the Statue General Bipin Rawat in Dehradun 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Uttarakhand’s Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami unveiled a statue of 
General Bipin Rawat, who was India’s first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). 

 
National Conference on APAAR: One Nation One Student ID card Inaugurated by Dharmendra Pradhan 

 Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Education, Skill Development, and Entrepreneurship, inaugurated the 
National Conference on APAAR: One Nation One Student ID Card in New Delhi.  

 
NITI Aayog Unveils GROW Initiative for Agroforestry Development to Revitalize India’s Wastelands 

 NITI Aayog, the premier policy think tank of the Government of India, launched the Greening and Restoration 
of Wasteland with Agroforestry (GROW) report and portal. 
About Niti Aayog: 
Chairperson: Narendra Modi; 
Founder: National Democratic Alliance; 
Founded: 1 January 2015. 
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PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana 2024 

 The PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana aims to provide free electricity to one crore homes through rooftop solar 
systems. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the scheme with an allocated budget of over Rs 75,000 crore.  

 
Supreme Court Declares Electoral Bonds Scheme Unconstitutional 

 The Supreme Court ruled the electoral bonds scheme unconstitutional, citing it as arbitrary and violative of 
Article 14 of the Constitution. 

 A Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Dr D.Y. Chandrachud and also comprising Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna, B.R. Gavai, J.B. Pardiwala and Manoj Mishra has held that the non-disclosure of voluntary political 
contributions is violative of Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution. 

 
Ministry Of Social justice & Brahma kumaris Launched NMBA Vehicle for Delhi-NCR 

 On February 14th, 2024, a vehicle dedicated to NMBA was launched at the Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment (DAIC) in Delhi. 

 
Haryana Launches ‘Van Mitra’ Scheme to Boost Green Cover 

 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated the ‘Van Mitra’ scheme and its accompanying portal.  
About Haryana: 
Capital: Chandigarh; 
Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar; 
Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya; 
Formation: 1 November 1966. 

 
Tamil Nadu Assembly Rejects Delimitation and ‘One Nation, One Election’ Proposals 

 The Tamil Nadu Assembly made a significant political statement by unanimously adopting two resolutions that 
challenge the Union government’s proposals on ‘One Nation, One Election’ and the post-2026 delimitation 
process. 

 The first resolution openly criticizes the concept of ‘One Nation, One Election,’ arguing that it undermines the 
essence of federalism and democratic decentralization. 
About Tamil Nadu: 
Capital: Chennai; 
Governor: R. N. Ravi; 
Chief Minister: M. K. Stalin; 
Flower: Gloriosa Lily; 
Formation: 1 November 1956; 
High Court: Madras High Court. 

 
India Leads the Charge at the 62nd Session of the Commission for Social Development 

 India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ruchira Kamboj, recently chaired the 62nd Session of 
the Commission for Social Development. 

 The incoming Chair for the 63rd session scheduled for 2025. 

 India’s chairmanship of the 62nd Session of the Commission for Social Development marks a significant 
achievement, being the first time since 1975. 

 
Himachal Pradesh Leads as India’s Most Welcoming Region In 2024 

 Booking.com, the popular online travel agency, unveiled its 12th Annual Traveller Review Awards 2024, 
highlighting the Most Welcoming Regions and Cities in India.  

 Securing the top spot in the category of the ‘Most Welcoming Region in India’ is Himachal Pradesh, showcasing 
a remarkable jump from the 5th position in 2023. 

 The rankings further feature Goa, Kerala, Rajasthan, and Uttarakhand in the following positions. 

 In 2023, Puducherry held the prestigious position of the Most Welcoming Region in India, with Kerala, Rajasthan, 
Goa, and Himachal Pradesh following closely. 

 
Visakhapatnam to host 12th edition of MILAN naval exercise 

 The 12th edition of the MILAN naval exercise is poised to set sail in the strategic port city of Visakhapatnam from 
February 19 to 27. 
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ISRO Young Scientist Programme 2024 (YUVIKA): Empowering Future Space Explorers 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) introduces the “Young Scientist Programme” “YUva VIgyani 
KAryakram” (YUVIKA). 

 
India’s First Indigenous Spy Satellite by TASL Set for SpaceX Launch 

 India is preparing to launch its first spy satellite developed by Tata Advanced Systems Ltd (TASL) aboard a SpaceX 
rocket in April. 

 ISRO recently launched INSAT-3DS for meteorological studies, showcasing its diverse satellite capabilities.  
 
The 11th International Puppet Festival in Chandigarh 

 The vibrant city of Chandigarh became a melting pot of cultural heritage and artistic innovation as it hosted the 
11th International Puppet Festival at Tagore Theatre.  

 The event, inaugurated by Punjab Governor and Administrator of Union Territory Chandigarh, Banwarilal 
Purohit. 

 
Indian Air Force (IAF) Conducted ‘Exercise Vayu Shakti-24’ 

 Indian Air Force (IAF) conducted ‘Exercise Vayu Shakti-24’ at the Pokhran range near Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

 The event, attended by the Chief of Defence Staff, General Anil Chauhan. 

 Adhering to this year’s theme, ‘Lightning Strike from the Sky’, the exercise involved over 120 aircraft. 
 
Uttarakhand CM launches ‘Himalayan Basket’ to Empowering Local Economy 

 Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami unveiled the ‘Himalayan Basket’ initiative from his residence. 
 
Arunachal Pradesh Achieves Full Har Ghar Jal Saturation, First In Northeast 

 Arunachal Pradesh has made a significant achievement by reaching 100 percent saturation in the ‘Har Ghar Jal’ 
scheme under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), announced by Chief Minister Pema Khandu. 

 This milestone sets Arunachal Pradesh apart as the first state in the northeast and the tenth in India to fully 
embrace the central government’s initiative. 

 
Multinational military exercise ‘Shanti Prayas IV’ commences in Kathmandu 

 Kathmandu became the focal point of global peacekeeping efforts as it hosted the commencement of the 
multinational military exercise ‘Shanti Prayas IV’.  

 The exercise was inaugurated by Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda in a ceremony held at the Nepali 
Army Headquarters in Bhadrakali, Kathmandu. 
About Nepal: 
Capital: Kathmandu; 
Currency: Nepalese Rupee; 
Prime Minister: Pushpa Kamal Dahal; 
President: Mr Ram Chandra Paudel. 

 
Union Cabinet Expanded National Livelihood mission (NLM) 

 The Union Cabinet has approved modifications to the National Livelihood Mission (NLM), enhancing its scope 
with new subsidy provisions. 

 Individuals, FPOs, SHGs, JLGs, FCOs, and Section 8 companies can now receive a 50% capital subsidy, up to ₹50 
lakhs. 

 
Tribal Festival ‘Sammakka Saralamma Jatara’ Kicks off in Telangana 

 The Medaram Jatara, known as Sammakka Saralamma Jatara’, began this year on February 21 in Medaram, Mulugu 
district, showcasing Telangana’s rich tribal heritage. 

 Medaram Jatara is such that it was declared a state festival in 1998. 
 
Bhopal Athletes Conquer the World’s Highest Frozen Lake Marathon 

 Bhagwan Singh and Mahesh Khurana from Bhopal have completed the Pangong Frozen Lake Marathon 2024, 
held in Leh-Ladakh.  

 This marathon is celebrated as the ‘World’s Highest Frozen Lake Marathon.’ The event unfolded on February 20. 
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Logo for 7th North East Youth Festival 2024 Unveiled 

 The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has officially unveiled the logo for the highly anticipated 7th North East 
Youth Festival 2024. 

 Scheduled to take place in Tripura from February 26 to 29, this four-day cultural gala promises to be a spectacular 
convergence of youth, art, and tradition.  

 The festival is set to bring together youth representatives from across the eight states in the North Eastern region, 
including participants from the National Service Scheme (NSS) and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS). 

 
Inauguration of Rashtriya Udyamita Vikas Pariyojana: Empowering PM SVANidhi Beneficiaries 

 Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated 
the Rashtriya Udyamita Vikas Pariyojana in Sambalpur, Odisha.  

 
AYUSH and Tribal Affairs Ministries Launch Joint Initiative for Tribal Student Health 

 The Ministry of AYUSH and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs have unveiled a collaborative effort aimed at improving 
the public health of tribal students. 

 Union Minister for AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal and Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda jointly declared the 
initiative. 

 
IIT Guwahati Launches India’s Largest Drone Pilot Training Organisation 

 The Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, in collaboration with EduRade, has inaugurated India’s largest 
Remote Pilot Training Organisation (RPTO). 

 
PM Narendra Modi Inaugurates India’s Longest Cable-Stayed Bridge, Sudarshan Setu 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India’s longest cable-stayed bridge, Sudarshan Setu, in Gujarat’s 
Dwarka.  

 This monumental infrastructure project, connecting Okha and Beyt Dwarka island, stands as a testament to the 
nation’s commitment to progress and connectivity. 

 Sudarshan Setu, formerly known as the Signature Bridge, has been constructed at a cost of ₹979 crore. 

 Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stone of this project in October 2017. 
 
Govt Speeds Up Electricity & Rooftop Installation 

 The Indian government has recently approved crucial amendments to the Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 
2020, aimed at streamlining processes, ensuring faster new electricity connections. 

 
Central University of Bihar (CUSB) Achieves Category-1 Status from UGC 

 The Central University of Bihar (CUSB) achieved a significant milestone as the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) granted it Category-1 status. 

 CUSB’s journey to Category-1 status began with its NAAC A++ rating in 2023. 
 
Surrogacy (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2024: MoHFW allows One Donor Gamete for undergoing 
Surrogacy 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) introduced the Surrogacy (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2024 
on 21-2-2024, altering the Surrogacy (Regulation) Rules, 2022.  

 
India Unveils Largest Solar-Battery Project, Pioneering Renewable Energy Innovation 

 Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has commissioned India’s largest solar-battery energy storage system 
(BESS) in Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh. 
About Projects: 
Capacity: 40 MW / 120 MWh BESS 
Solar PV Plant Capacity: 152.325 MW 
Dispatchable Capacity: 100 MW AC (155.02 MW peak DC) 
Beneficiary: State of Chhattisgarh 

 
PM Modi Inaugurates Sikkim’s First Railway Station in Rangpo 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi ceremonially laid the foundation stone for Sikkim’s inaugural railway station in 

Rangpo. 

 Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya, present at the ceremony, emphasized the pivotal role of the railway station 
in Sikkim’s journey towards progress. He highlighted its alignment with the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat@2047’ 

 Initially awarded to IRCON International in May 2010 at a cost of Rs 4,084.69 crore. 
 
Uttarakhand to Become Third State Enacting Law Holding Rioters Liable For Damages 
Source: News18 

 The Uttarakhand government will introduce a bill to hold rioters responsible for damage to both government 
and private property. In the upcoming budget session, they intend to present the Uttarakhand Public and Private 
Property Damage Recovery Bill. 

 Uttarakhand is poised to become the third state, after Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, to enact such a law. 
 
PM Narendra Modi Inaugurates ISRO’s Second Spaceport in Tamil Nadu 
Source: India Today 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for the Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) 
second spaceport in Kulasekarapattinam, Tamil Nadu. 

 Government Launches ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye’ Campaign in Higher Educational Institutions 

 The government has announced the initiation of the ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye’ campaign in higher 
educational institutions nationwide starting from February 27, 2024. 

 
Government Forms Expert Committee, chaired by Finance Secretary T V Somanathan, for Uniform KYC 
Norms 
 
Source: Business Standard  

 The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) regarding the need for uniform Know Your Customer 
(KYC) norms, the government has taken action by establishing an expert committee. Headed by Finance Secretary 
T V Somanathan. 

 
Government declares Muslim Conference Jammu & Kashmir (Sumji faction) and Muslim Conference Jammu 
& Kashmir (Bhat faction) as Unlawful Associations 

 The central government, under Section 3 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, has declared two factions 
of the Muslim Conference in Jammu & Kashmir as unlawful associations. 

 Numerous criminal cases, including those under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, registered against the 
Sumji faction and its members. 
 
Amit Shah Inaugurates Swaminarayan Institute of Medical Science and Research in Gujarat 

 Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah, along with Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel and other dignitaries, 
inaugurated the ‘Swaminarayan Institute of Medical Science and Research’ at the Shri Swaminarayan Vishwamangal 
Gurukul in Kalol, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  
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BRICS Embraces Fresh Faces: Saudi Arabia, Egypt, UAE, Iran, and Ethiopia Granted Membership 

 On January 1, a momentous occasion unfolded as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, and 
Ethiopia formally became members of the BRICS group, thereby enlarging its membership to ten nations. 
The expansion, initially set to occur during the 15th BRICS summit in August 2023 in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
aims to enhance the group’s influence on the global stage. Argentina, initially invited, opted out in December. 

 
The WHO recognizes nations for their strides in eliminating industrially produced trans fats for the 
inaugural time 

 Five countries have been granted the first-ever certificates by World Health Organization, validating their 
advancements in eliminating industrially produced trans fatty acids. 

 Denmark, Lithuania, Poland, Saudi Arabia, and Thailand have each demonstrated they have a best practice policy 
for industrially produced trans-fatty acids (iTFA) elimination in effect, supported by adequate monitoring and 
enforcement systems. 

 
India introduces UPI payments at the Eiffel Tower in Paris 

 India has ceremonially launched the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) at the iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
symbolizing a momentous stride towards fulfilling Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of globalizing UPI. 

 NPCI International Payments (NIPL) has partnered with French e-commerce and proximity payments company, 
Lyra, to facilitate the acceptance of UPI payments in France. 

 
India and Oman have signed an agreement to collaborate in the defense sector 

 India and Oman have entered into an agreement aimed at establishing a framework for collaboration in various 
aspects of defense engagement, including the procurement of military equipment. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was firmed up at a meeting of India-Oman joint military cooperation 
committee (JMCC) in Muscat. 

 
India has recently entered into Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with various countries 

 India and Oman signed MoU on defence sector. 

 India and Oman signed MoU on IT Cooperation. 

 India and Cuba signed an MoU on digital public infrastructure collaboration. 

 India and France to jointly fund science research projects. 

 India and Mauritius collaborate on Rs.20 crore small satellite project. 
 
Michelle O’Neill has assumed the role of Northern Ireland’s First Minister 

 In a groundbreaking development, Michelle O’Neill, an Irish nationalist affiliated with Sinn Fein, has been named 
Northern Ireland’s First Minister. 

 O’Neill’s appointment reflects Sinn Fein’s (Political party) aspiration for a United Ireland, a vision they believe is 
now within grasp. Her elevation to the position of First Minister signifies the party’s growing influence and 
political clout in Northern Ireland.  

 
Israeli researchers discover underwater canyon near Cyprus 

 The Geological Institute of Israel uncovers an underwater canyon near Cyprus, marking a groundbreaking 
discovery of unparalleled scale. 

 Named Eratosthenes after the nearby underwater mountain, this canyon sheds new light on the geological history 
of the Mediterranean region. 

 
Iran has introduced visa-free travel for Indian nationals. 

 To promote cultural exchanges and enhance tourism, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a visa-free 
policy for Indian citizens starting February 4, 2024. 

 If reports are to go by, the visa exemption, part of a broader initiative, has been extended to 33 countries, including 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Brazil, and Mexico. It was 

https://www.toprankers.com|/
http://www.toprankers.com


             

Head Office: 127, Zone II, MP Nagar, Bhopal |+91-7676564400| https://www.toprankers.com|  Page | 11 

                                                                    

11 
approved by Iranian authorities in December. Ezzatollah Zarghami, Iranian Culture Minister, stated that the 
objective is to boost tourism. 

 
By 2025, Microsoft aims to provide generative AI training to over 2 million individuals in India 

 Satya Nadella, Microsoft's Chairman and CEO, declared the company's intention to train more than 2 million 
individuals in India in generative Artificial Intelligence skills by 2025. 

 At an event organised by the company in Mumbai, Mr. Nadella talked about the cooperation between the United 
States and India on AI. 

 
NITI Aayog and the Netherlands release report on LNG for commercial vehicles. 

 NITI Aayog and the Kingdom of the Netherlands jointly unveil a report on integrating LNG into Medium and 
Heavy Commercial Vehicles (MHCVs) during India Energy Week. 

 Report addresses challenges like infrastructure limitations and regulatory frameworks for LNG adoption in 
MHCVs in India. 

 
Former PM Alexander Stubb Wins Finland Presidential Election 

 Former Prime Minister Alexander Stubb secured victory in Finland’s presidential runoff against ex-Foreign 
Minister Pekka Haavisto.  

 This win places Stubb in charge of navigating Finland’s foreign and security policies, particularly significant given 
Finland’s recent NATO membership following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

 
7th Indian Ocean Conference Held in Perth, Australia 

 The 7th Indian Ocean Conference recently convened in Perth, Australia, drawing together leaders, ministers, and 
officials from Indian Ocean rim countries. 

 Organized by India Foundation in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs and Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, the conference aimed to address diverse issues under the theme “Towards a Stable and 
Sustainable Indian Ocean.“ 

 
Dubai Launches World’s First Air Taxi Service at World Government Summit 2024 

 At the World Government Summit 2024, Dubai has unveiled groundbreaking agreements to introduce the world’s 
inaugural air taxi service, setting a new standard in urban transportation. 

 This initiative, centered around the innovative Joby Aviation S4 aircraft. 

 It is Second renewal agreement for payable advisory services with the World Bank Group. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago Declares National Emergency after Offshore Oil Spill 

 The Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago Rowley has officially declared a state of “national emergency”. 

 The spill, originating from an overturned vessel near Tobago. 
 
Greece Legalizes Same-Sex Marriage: A Landmark Decision 

 Greece has made history by legalizing same-sex marriage and granting equal parental rights to same-sex couples. 

 Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, following his re-election, reaffirmed his commitment to equality by vowing 
to enact measures for same-sex marriage and parental rights. 

 
NASA and JAXA Set to Launch World’s First Wooden Satellite 

 NASA and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), the world’s first wooden satellite, dubbed the 
LignoSat probe, is poised for imminent launch.  

 Developed by Kyoto University scientists in partnership with Sumitomo Forestry. 
 
Japan’s 1,000-Year-Old Sominsai Festival comes To an End 

 The Sominsai festival, an ancient tradition deeply rooted in Japanese culture, has recently concluded its final 
celebration after a millennium-long legacy. 

 Dating back a thousand years, the Sominsai festival was a revered event held at the Kokuseki Temple. 

 At the heart of the festival was a display of fervor and tradition as hundreds of nude men engaged in spirited 
wrestling matches over wooden talismans. 
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U Tirot Sing’s Bust Unveiled in Dhaka 

 U Tirot Sing Syiem was commemorated for his indomitable spirit and sacrifice as the Meghalaya government 
unveiled his life-size bust at the Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC) in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

 Meghalaya government unveiled his life-size bust at the Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC) in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 

 Meghalaya’s Deputy Chief Minister, Sniawbhalang Dhar, led a delegation including State Tourism Minister Paul 
Lyngdoh and government officials. 

 
PM Modi Launches 100,000sqm Bharat Mart in Dubai for Exports 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UAE Vice President Mohamed bin Rashid Al Maktoum laid the foundation 
stone of Bharat Mart. 

 
Japan Commits to Long-Term Engagement in Ukraine’s Reconstruction 

 As the two-year anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine approaches, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
has affirmed Japan’s commitment to Ukraine’s long-term reconstruction. 

 Prime Minister Kishida framed the support for Ukraine as an investment not only in the future of the war-torn 
country but also as a contribution to global stability including Japan. 

 
Malta Becomes 119th Country to Join International Solar Alliance 

 Malta, recently took a remarkable step towards sustainable energy by joining the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA). 

 The International Solar Alliance originated from a joint effort by India and France. 
About International Solar Alliance: 
President: R. K. Singh; 
Founders: Narendra Modi, François Hollande; 
Founded: 30 November 2015. 

 
India-Greece Bilateral Cooperation: Strengthening Ties across Multiple Fronts 

 During a two-day visit to India, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis engaged in extensive discussions with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to bolster cooperation between the two nations. 

 Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Mitsotakis aim to double bilateral trade by 2030, exploring opportunities 
in defense, pharmaceuticals, space, and shipping sectors. 

 
Trilateral Exercise ‘Dosti-16’ Kicks Off In Maldives 

 Indian and Sri Lankan coast guard ships joined the Dosti 16 exercise held in the Maldives from February 22-25. 

 This year marked a significant development with Bangladesh participating as an observer. 

 Dosti exercises began in 1991 between India and Maldives. 
 
Sri Lanka to Host Geeta Mahotsav’s 5th edition From March 1 

 The International Gita Mahotsav (IGM), a celebration deeply rooted in the spiritual and cultural heritage of India, 
is set to embark on a new journey as it finds its foreign soil in Sri Lanka.  

 Scheduled from March 1 to 3, the fifth edition of the IGM promises to be a grand affair. 
 
The Indo-Japan “Dharma Guardian” Military Exercise Begins 

 5th edition of the Joint Military Exercise ‘Dharma Guardian’ commenced today at the Mahajan Field Firing Ranges 
in Rajasthan, India.  

 The exercise, scheduled to run from February 25th to March 9th, 2024, brings together the Indian Army and the 
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF). 

 
Vietnam’s National Hydrogen Strategy: Targets 500,000T of clean H2 by 2030 

 Vietnam has set forth an ambitious national hydrogen strategy, aiming to become a significant player in the global 
hydrogen market. With targets ranging from 100,000 to 500,000 tons of clean hydrogen production annually by 
2030, escalating to 10-20 million tons by 2050. 

 Produce 100,000-500,000 tons of clean hydrogen annually by 2030. 
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UAE Removed from FATF Gray List 

 Less than two years after being demoted to the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) “gray list,” the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has been swiftly removed. 

 Namibia and Kenya have been placed on the gray list following the latest FATF review. 

 UAE’s addition to the increased monitoring list in March 2022 marked a swift transformation. 
 
Dubai Introduces 5-Year Multiple-Entry Visa for Indian Travelers 

 Dubai’s Department of Economy and Tourism (DET) has announced the introduction of a five-year multiple-
entry visa aimed at enhancing travel between India and the UAE. 

 
Maryam Nawaz Becomes First Woman Chief Minister of Punjab 

 Maryam Nawaz, the daughter of Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and a senior leader of the 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party, has achieved a significant political milestone by becoming the 
first woman Chief Minister of Punjab province. 

 
Algeria Inaugurates World’s Third-Largest Mosque 

 Algeria celebrated the grand opening of what has been acclaimed as “Africa’s largest mosque” and the third-
largest mosque in the world. President Abdelmadjid Tebboune presided over the ceremony, officially revealing 
the Great Mosque of Algiers as the world’s third-largest mosque. 

 Originally proposed by former President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the mosque’s inauguration is a culmination of his 
vision for a monumental legacy akin to Morocco’s Mosque Hassan II. 

 
New Zealand to Repeal Anti-Tobacco Law 
Source: India.com 

 New Zealand, under Prime Minister Christopher Luxon's coalition government, is repealing the law banning 
tobacco sales to future generations, originally enacted during Jacinda Arden's tenure. 

 
NATO Launches Steadfast Defender 2024 Military Exercise 
 
Source: Times of India  

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) launched its largest military exercise in Europe in decades, Steadfast 
Defender 2024, in late January 2024. 

 This large-scale operation, conducted against the backdrop of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
About NATO: 
Secretary-General: Jens Stoltenberg; 
Founded: 4 April 1949, Washington, D.C., United States; 
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium. 

 
Peru declares dengue health emergency 

 Peru has declared a health emergency in response to the escalating cases of dengue fever across the nation. Health 
Minister Cesar Vasquez announced on Monday that over 31,000 cases of dengue have been reported within the 
first eight weeks of 2024, resulting in 32 fatalities. 

 The emergency declaration will encompass 20 out of Peru’s 25 regions. 
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IIT Guwahati Unveils SWASTHA Project & ISO 5/6 Clean Room for Nanotech 

 Hon’ble Secretary of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India, Shri 
S. Krishnan, inaugurated the groundbreaking SWASTHA project and the state-of-the-art ISO 5 and 6 Clean Room 
Facilities at IIT Guwahati’s Centre for Nanotechnology on 9th February 2024. 

 Prof. Rajeev Ahuja, Officiating Director, IIT Guwahati, and other dignitaries were also present at the event. 
 
IIT Jammu Develops Sound-Based Anti-Drone System 

 Professor Karan Nathwani from IIT-Jammu has created a groundbreaking anti-drone system that relies on sound 
technology. 

 Capable of detecting drones, aircraft, and birds within a 300-meter range. 

 Dr. Nathwani’s team developed the system over six months to a year. 
 
 
SAMAR Air Defense Missile Debuts in Vayushakti Exercise at Jaisalmer 

 The SAMAR (Surface-to-Air Missile for Assured Retaliation) air defense missile system marked a significant 
milestone as it was fired for the first time during the Vayushakti Exercise in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer on Saturday, 
February 17th. 

 
Reliance Industries is set to launch ‘Hanooman’, a ChatGPT-style AI service 

 Reliance Industries, led by Mukesh Ambani, in collaboration with some of the country’s premier engineering 
institutions, is poised to unveil its pioneering ChatGPT-style service named ‘Hanooman’ next month. 

 The development of ‘Hanooman’ is a result of a concerted effort between Reliance Jio Infocomm, Centre, and 
several Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), including IIT Bombay. 
About Reliance Industries: 
Owner: Mukesh Ambani; 
Founder: Dhirubhai Ambani; 
President: Mukesh Ambani; 
Founded: 1957, Maharashtra; 
Headquarters: Mumbai. 

 
IAF Strengthens Air Defense with Indigenous SAMAR-2 Missile System 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) has taken a significant stride in bolstering the nation’s air defense capabilities with 
the development of the Surface to Air Missile for Assured Retaliation (SAMAR-2) missile system.  

 The IAF has rigorously tested the SAMAR system, conducting successful firing trials during the Astra Shakti 2023 
exercise held at Suryalanka Air Force Station in Andhra Pradesh.  

 
Vimarsh 2023 5G Hackathon 

 Vimarsh 2023 5G Hackathon, a collaborative effort between Telecom Centres of Excellence (TCoE) India under 
the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D).  

 In the final phase of screening, held at the IIT Madras 5G Testbed on 21st and 22nd February 2024, 22 out of 23 
startups and institutes showcased their Use Case Proof of Concepts (PoC).  

 
Gaganyaan Mission and ISRO Projects Inauguration by PM Modi 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi disclosed the identities of the four pilots currently undergoing training for India’s 
first human space flight mission, Gaganyaan, during his visit to the Vikram Sarabhai Space Center (VSSC) in 
Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram. 

 PM Modi inaugurated three key space infrastructure projects during his visit to Kerala, including the PSLV 
Integration Facility (PIF) at Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

 
NVIDIA & Indian govt Join Forces for Sovereign AI 

 Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Union IT Minister, recently met with Shanker Trivedi, senior vice president at NVIDIA, 
at the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 
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President Droupadi Murmu Names Four Members to 16th Finance Commission 

 President Droupadi Murmu has appointed three full-time members and a part-time member to the 16th Finance 
Commission.  

 The three full-time Members are Ajay Narayan Jha, former Member of the 15th Finance Commission and former 
Secretary, Department of Expenditure; Annie George Mathew; former Special Secretary, Department of 
Expenditure; and Niranjan Rajadhyaksha, Executive Director, Artha Global.  

 Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief Economic Advisor, State Bank of India, will be a part-time member. 
 
Anil Kumar Lahoti assumes the role of Chairman of TRAI 

 Following the vacancy left by PD Vaghela, former Railway Board Chief Anil Kumar Lahoti has been appointed as 
the chairman of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). 

 The appointment, approved by the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), marks a significant transition 
in India’s telecommunications sector. 

 
AU Small Finance Bank names HR Khan as its Non-Executive Chairman 

 Harun Rashid Khan, former deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), has been appointed as the Non-
Executive Chairman of AU Small Finance Bank, as announced by the bank. 

 The appointment, effective January 30, 2024, received approval from the Board of Directors, RBI, and 
shareholders. Harun Rashid Khan’s tenure begins on January 30, 2024. 

 
Shri Pawan Kumar takes charge as Chief Adviser (Cost) in the Ministry of Finance 

 Following approval from the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), Shri Pawan Kumar, ICoAS, has 
officially taken on the role of Chief Adviser (Cost) in the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, at 
Level-17 (Apex level) on 01/02/2024. 

 Shri Kumar is a 1992-batch officer of the Indian Cost Accounts Service under Department of Expenditure, Ministry 
of Finance. Prior to assuming the charge Shri Kumar was holding the charge of Additional Chief Adviser (Cost). 

 
Champai Soren has been sworn in as the Chief Minister of Jharkhand, succeeding Hemant Soren, who 
resigned 

 Champai Soren, a leader of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM), was sworn in as the twelfth Chief Minister of 
Jharkhand. This ceremony occurred on Friday, coinciding with his predecessor Hemant Soren's remand to five 
days in the custody of the Enforcement Directorate.  

 Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) MLA Satyanand Bhokta and Congress MLA Alamgir Alam also took oath as Cabinet 
Ministers in a swearing-in ceremony that came two days after Mr. Hemant Soren’s resignation and arrest in an 
alleged land scam case. 
About Jharkhand: 
Chief Minister: Champai Soren 
Governer: C.P. Radhakrishnan 
National Park: Betla National Park 
Wildlife Sanctuary: Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary, Lawalong Wildlife Sanctuary 

 
Apurva Chandra has assumed the role of Health Secretary 

 Apurva Chandra, formerly in charge of the Information and Broadcasting department, now assumes the role of 
Health Secretary. With a tenure in government service since 1988, he brings extensive experience to his new 
position. 

 Sanjay Jaju is going to take Apurva Chandra’s old job as the Information and Broadcasting Secretary. He used to 
work in Telangana and started his government job in 1992. 

 
Sultan Ibrahim officially takes on the role as Malaysia's 17th King 

 Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar, a billionaire from the southern state of Johor, was appointed Malaysia's 17th king. 

 He succeeded Al-Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah, who would return to lead his home state of Pahang at the 
end of his five-year tenure as king. 
About Malaysia: 
Prime Minister: Anwar Ibrahim 
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Capital: Kuala Lumpur 
Currency: Malaysian ringgit 

 
Mio Oka has been appointed as the new Country Director for India by ADB 

 ADB has appointed Mio Oka as the new Country Director for India, succeeding Takeo Konishi. 

 Ms. Oka brings nearly three decades of professional experience, including over 18 years with ADB, to her new 
role. Her appointment marks a significant milestone in ADB’s continued partnership with India in supporting its 
development goals and economic growth. 
About ADB: 
Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines. 
Founded: 19 December 1966. 
President: Masatsugu Asakawa (from 17 January 2020). 
Purpose: Social and Economic Development. 

 
Naveen Tahilyani is appointed as the new CEO & MD of Tata Digital 

 Tata Digital has revealed the selection of Naveen Tahilyani as the new Chief Executive Officer and Managing 
Director of Tata Group's e-commerce division. 

 Tahilyani, who presently holds the position of CEO and MD at Tata AIA Life Insurance, is set to transition into 
his new role on February 19, taking over from Pratik Pal. 

 
Ravi Kumar Jha appointed MD & CEO of LIC Mutual Fund 

 LIC Mutual Fund Asset Management appoints Ravi Kumar Jha as Managing Director and Chief Executive, 
leveraging his 30 years of experience at LIC to enrich the leadership team. 

 
Ajay Kumar Choudhary Appointed Non-Executive Chairman of NPCI  

 The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) recently announced the appointment of Ajay Kumar 
Choudhary as its new non-executive chairman and independent director, effective February 8, 2024.  

 
Southern Railway Appoints First Transwoman TTE, Breaks Barriers in Dindigul 

 Sindhu Ganapathy’s appointment as the first transwoman Travelling Ticket Examiner (TTE) of Southern Railway 
marks a significant milestone in the journey towards inclusivity and acceptance in the Indian workforce. 

 
Katrina Kaif Joins Chennai Super Kings as Brand Ambassador for IPL 2024 

 Chennai Super Kings (CSK) have officially announced the appointment of Katrina Kaif as their brand ambassador 
for the upcoming Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 season. 

 
ICAI elects new President, Vice President 

 The Council of ICAI elected CA. Ranjeet Kumar Agarwal as the President and CA. Charanjot Singh Nanda as the 
Vice-President for the term 2024-25, starting from February 12, 2024. 
About Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI): 
HQ: New Delhi. 
Established Year: 1949. 

 
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Jain Assumes the Charge of CMD/IRCTC 

 The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd (IRCTC), Mr Sanjay Kumar Jain, an accomplished 
Indian Railway Traffic Services (IRTS). 
About IRCTC: 
Headquarters: New Delhi; 
IRCTC Founder: Ministry of Railways; 
IRCTC Founded: 27 September 1999. 

 
SBICAPS Appoints virendra Bansal as the new MD and CEO 

 SBI Capital Markets (SBICAPS) has been appointed Virendra Bansal as the new Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer. 
About SBICAPS: 
Headquarters: Mumbai; 
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SBICAPS Parent organization: State Bank of India; 
SBICAPS Founded: August 1986. 

 
Nand Kishore Yadav Elected as Bihar Legislative Assembly Speaker 

 Veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Nand Kishore Yadav has been elected as the Speaker of the Bihar 
Legislative Assembly. 
About Bihar: 
Capital: Patna; 
Formation: 22 March 1912; 
CM: Nitish Kumar; 
Governor: Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar. 

 
Pradeep Kumar Sinha Appointed as Non-Executive Part-time Chairman of ICICI Bank 

 ICICI Bank announced the appointment of Mr. Pradeep Kumar Sinha as the Non-Executive Part-time Chairman 
at its recent board meeting.  

 This decision follows the retirement of Mr. G. C. Chaturvedi, the current Chairman, effective June 30, 2024. 
 
KVS Manian Appointed As Kotak Mahindra Bank’s New JMD 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank has re-designated KVS Manian, a seasoned professional with nearly three decades of 
experience within the institution, as the joint managing director. 

 
Shubman Gill designated as Punjab ‘state icon’ for Lok Sabha polls 

 The Punjab Chief Electoral Officer’s office has announced Indian cricketer Shubman Gill as the new “state icon” 
for Punjab. 

 This initiative follows the previous voter turnout of 65.96 per cent during the 2019 Lok Sabha elections across the 
13 seats in Punjab. 
About Punjab:  
Capital: Chandigarh 
Chief Minister: Bhagwant Mann 
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit 

 
Ashish Vijayakar Appointed as MD & CEO of SBM Bank India 

 SBM Bank India, a subsidiary of the State Bank of Mauritius, has announced the appointment of Ashish Vijayakar 
as the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of the Bank. 
About SBM Bank India:  
Founded: 1st December 2018; 
Headquarters: Mumbai, India. 

 
New Chairmen Appointed for BOI, IOB, and UCO Bank 

 In another noteworthy appointment, Srinivasan Sridhar has been selected as the part-time non-official Director 
and non-executive Chairman of the Board of Indian Overseas Bank (IOB). 

 
Appointment of Salil Parekh to the USISPF Board of Directors 

 The deepening ties between the technology sectors of India and the United States, Salil Parekh, the Chief 
Executive Officer and Managing Director of Infosys, has been appointed to the Board of Directors of the US India 
Strategic and Partnership Forum (USISPF). 

 
Government Appoints A S Rajeev, former MD and CEO of Bank of Maharashtra, as Vigilance Commissioner 

 The government has appointed A S Rajeev, former Managing Director and CEO of Bank of Maharashtra, as the 
Vigilance Commissioner of the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). 

 
Geeta Batra’s Historic Appointment to the World Bank’s GEF 

 Geeta Batra, a distinguished Indian economist, has been appointed as the Director of the Independent Evaluation 
Office (IEO) of the World Bank’s Global Environment Facility (GEF).  

 This appointment marks a significant milestone, as Batra becomes the first woman from a developing country to 
assume this prestigious role. 
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Vijay Shekhar Sharma Steps Down from Paytm Payments Bank Board 

 Vijay Shekhar Sharma, the Founder and CEO of Paytm, has resigned from his role as part-time non-executive 
chairman and board member of Paytm Payments Bank. 

 Vijay Shekhar Sharma, representing One97 Communications Ltd (OCL), has stepped down from his position as 
part-time non-executive chairman and board member of Paytm Payments Bank. 

 
World Gold Council appoints De Beers’ Sachin Jain as chief executive officer 
 
Source: BNN Breaking  

 The World Gold Council (WGC), representing global gold miners, has named Sachin Jain as its new CEO for 
India, effective from March. 
About World Gold Council: 
CEO: David Tait; 
President: Kelvin Dushnisky; 
Founded: 1987; 
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom. 

 
Justice A M Khanwilkar Appointed Lokpal Chairperson 
 
Source: Hindustan Times  

 Justice Ajay Manikrao Khanwilkar has been appointed as the chairperson of the Lokpal, the anti-corruption 
ombudsman of India. 

 
Ravindra Kumar assumes charge as Director (Operations) of NTPC 

 Ravindra Kumar, the newly appointed Director-Operations at NTPC Ltd, brings over three decades of rich 
experience and expertise in the power sector. 

 
PayU names Renu Sud Karnad as chairperson and independent director 

 PayU Payments Private Ltd, a prominent fintech arm of the global consumer internet group Prosus, has 
announced the appointment of Renu Sud Karnad as the chairperson and independent director. 
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 Three Indian Scientists Set to Receive Prestigious UK Prize in London 

 The esteemed Blavatnik Awards will acknowledge the outstanding contributions of Rahul R Nair, Mehul Malik, 
Tanmay Bharat, and other early-career scientists during a black-tie gala scheduled in London on February 27. 

 These awards, totaling 480,000 pounds in grants, underscore the importance of recognition and research funding 
in propelling scientific breakthroughs. 

 Rahul R Nair, has been honored as the Laureate in Physical Sciences & Engineering for his pioneering work in 
developing innovative membranes using two-dimensional (2D) materials. 

 
The winners of the 2024 Filmfare Awards have been unveiled 

 Bollywood's award season commenced with the 69th edition of the Filmfare Awards, held over the weekend in 
Gujarat. Celebrated couple Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor clinched top acting honors at the prestigious event.  

 Alia Bhatt took home the Best Actress award for her role in Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani while her husband 
Ranbir Kapoor won Best Actor award for his stellar performance in Animal. Sandeep Reddy Vanga's Animal led 
the pack with a total of 6 trophies while Vidhu Vino Chopra's 12th Fail won some of the biggest awards for the 
night including Best Film and Best Director.  

 
PM Modi announces LK Advani's Bharat Ratna award 

 The Indian government has declared that LK Advani, a distinguished figure in Indian politics, will receive the 
Bharat Ratna, the nation’s highest civilian honor. 

 The Bharat Ratna is a fitting recognition of LK Advani’s legacy as a statesman who has dedicated his life to the 
nation. The award celebrates his immense contributions and his role as a catalyst for political and social change 
in India. 
About LK Advani: 
Born: 8 November 1927 (age 96 years), Karachi, Pakistan 
Party: Bharatiya Janata Party 
Spouse: Kamla Advani 
Children: Pratibha Advani, Jayant Advani 

 
Bina Modi, Chairperson of Modi Enterprises, named 'Outstanding Business Woman of 2023'. 
 

 Dr. Bina Modi, Chairperson of Modi Enterprises, was honoured with the 'Outstanding Business Woman of the 
Year - 2023' Award. The award, presented to her at a prestigious conference by Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce (IACC) on 'Strengthening Indo-US Relationship in Amritkal-Aatmanirbhar Bharat', recognizes her 
remarkable contributions to the industry that place her among the distinguished few women chairpersons of 
Fortune500 and ET500 India companies. 

 
Grammy Awards 2024 

 The 66th Annual Grammy Awards commemorated notable recordings, compositions, and artists from October 1, 
2022, to September 30, 2023, signifying a significant milestone in the music industry. 

 Hosting for the fourth consecutive time, Trevor Noah brought his charismatic presence and sharp wit to the stage, 
making the night unforgettable for both the winners and the worldwide viewers. 

 
PT Usha is honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award by SJFI and DSJA 

 Legendary sprinter and current President of the Indian Olympic Association (IOA), PT Usha, receives the 
prestigious 'Lifetime Achievement' award in recognition of her remarkable contributions. 

 This accolade was presented to her by the Sports Journalists Federation of India (SJFI) and Delhi Sports Journalists 
Association (DSJA), recognizing her extraordinary contributions to Indian athletics. 

 
REC Limited won the Best Green Bond - Corporate Award at The Asset Triple A Awards for Sustainable 
Finance 2024 

 It won the award for issuance of $750 million USD Green Bonds in April 2023. 

 This was the first USD Green Bond issuance from India after India assumed G20 Presidency. 
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 It was also the largest-ever Senior Green Bond Tranche by a South or South-East Asian issuer. 

 The award underscores REC Limited's commitment to sophisticated capital market instruments. 

 The Asset Triple A Awards recognize those organizations that have excelled in their respective industry. The 
awards are adjudicated by The Asset’s board of editors. 

 
Neeraj Chopra Honoured at Jungfrau’s Ice Palace in Switzerland 
India’s Olympic gold medalist and world champion javelin thrower, Neeraj Chopra, was honoured with a 
commemorative plaque at the renowned Ice Palace. 
 
Govt Introduces National Creator’s Awards for Modern Influencers 

 The government of India has recently unveiled the prestigious ‘National Creators Award’. 

 According to the Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY), this initiative seeks to recognize those individuals who 
have not only fostered innovation and creativity 

 
K.P.P. Nambiar Award for ISRO Chairman S. Somanath 

 The field of space exploration and technology in India witnessed a momentous occasion as the IEEE Kerala 
Section announced the recipient of the prestigious K.P.P. Nambiar Award. 

 This year, the accolade was bestowed upon ISRO Chairman S. Somanath. 
About ISRO: 
Location: Bengaluru, Karnataka, India; 
Current Chair: Sreedhara Somanath (as of February 12, 2024); 
Year: 1969.   
 
National Film Awards: Indira Gandhi and Nargis Dutt Names Removed from Categories 

 The National Film Awards, one of India’s most prestigious film award ceremonies, is set to see significant changes 
in its 70th iteration in 2022. 

 Previously known as the Indira Gandhi Award for Best Debut Film, this category will now be simply referred to 
as the “Best Debut Film of a Director.” 

 This change marks a significant departure from the tradition established in 1984. 

 The Nargis Dutt Award, introduced in 1965 at the 13th National Film Awards, was named after the iconic Indian 
actress Nargis Dutt. 

 
City Union Bank Sweeps 7 Awards at 19th Banking Tech Conference 

 City Union Bank, under the stewardship of Dr. N Kamakodi, claimed an impressive seven awards at the 19th 
Banking Technology Conference, Expo & Citations in 2023. 

 
BAFTA Awards 2024 

 The British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) Awards 2024, hosted by the illustrious David Tennant, 
best known for his role in “Doctor Who,” was a celebration of cinematic excellence that unfolded at London’s 
Royal Festival Hall.  

 Leading the charge with an impressive 13 nominations, “Oppenheimer” emerged as the night’s biggest winner, 
securing seven BAFTAs, including Best Film. 

 
President Awards ‘Jeevan Raksha Padak’ To RPSF Constable 

 The Hon’ble President of India, in a momentous ceremony on Republic Day 2024, bestowed the prestigious 
‘Jeevan Raksha Padak’ upon Sh. Shashikant Kumar, a constable of the Railway Protection Special Force (RPSF). 

 Jeevan Raksha Padak awards, stemming from the Ashoka Chakra series of Gallantry awards, were established in 
1961.  

 
Alex Dawson Captures the Underwater Photographer of the Year 2024 Award 

 Swedish photographer Alex Dawson has clinched the prestigious title of Underwater Photographer of the Year 
2024. 

 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2024 Announced, Check Complete Winners List 

 The Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival Awards 2024 took place in Mumbai. 

 The Indian film industry, these awardees were recognized at the 70th edition of DPIFF. 
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 Best Actor- Shah Rukh Khan (Jawan) 

 Best Actress- Rani Mukerji(Mrs Chatterjee vs Norway) 

 Best Film- Jawan 

 Outstanding Contribution to the Film Industry: Moushumi Chatterjee 

 Outstanding Contribution to the Music Industry: KJ Yesudas  
 
Dr. Aditi Sen De Receives 2023 GD Birla Award 

 In a world propelled by technological advancements, quantum computing emerges as a frontier of innovation. At 
its forefront stands Dr. Aditi Sen De, a distinguished physicist from the Harish Chandra Research Institute in 
Prayagraj. Recently honored with the 2023 GD Birla Award for Scientific Excellence. 

 As the first woman recipient of the GD Birla Award for Scientific Excellence, Dr. De’s achievements transcend 
individual recognition. 

 

 

A book titled “Maha Swaapnikudu” launched by former Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 

 ‘Maha Swaapnikudu’ (A Great Visionary) marks a significant moment in the political discourse of India, 
celebrating the illustrious career of former Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu. Authored by journalist P. 
Vikram and published by NRI Koduri Venkat, this book was unveiled by former Supreme Court judge V. Gopala 
Gowda. 

 
Unveiling a Book Titled “Dabbling in Diplomacy” by professor S.D. Muni 

 “Dabbling in Diplomacy: Authorised & Otherwise, Recollections of a Non-Career Diplomat,” Professor S.D. Muni 
offers an unparalleled glimpse into the intricate web of South Asian geopolitics through the lens of an academic 
deeply entrenched in the region’s affairs. 

 The book unfolds against the backdrop of Prof. Muni’s extensive career at prestigious institutions like Jawaharlal 
Nehru University and the National University of Singapore. 

 
A New book titled “Sculpted Stones: Mysteries of Mamallapuram” Authored by Ashwin Prabhu 

 A new book titled “Sculpted Stones: Mysteries of Mamallapuram” has emerged as a beacon guiding readers 
through the rich tapestry of history and artistry that defines the ancient town of Mamallapuram.  

 Authored by Ashwin Prabhu and published by Tulika Books. 
 
A book title “Basic Structure and Republic” Released by Governor P. S. Sreedharan Pillai 

 Governor Shri P. S. Sreedharan Pillai unveiled his latest literary contribution, “Basic Structure and Republic,” 
marking his 212th publication.  

 The ceremony was adorned by the gracious presence of His Gracious H. G. Mar Joseph Perumthottam, 
Archbishop of Changanacherry, Kerala, and Shri.  

 Subhash Shirodkar, Minister for Water Resource Development, Co-Operation, and Provedoria, highlighting the 
significance of the occasion. 

 

 

 
Indian Coast Guard Day 2024 

 Annually on February 1st, India commemorates Indian Coast Guard Day, honoring the valor, dedication, and 
service of personnel safeguarding the nation's maritime interests. 

 The day honours the relentless efforts of the Coast Guard officers and personnel in maintaining maritime security 
and responding to emergencies at sea. 

 
World Wetlands Day 2024 

 February 2, 2024, marks the global celebration of World Wetlands Day, symbolizing the collective recognition of 
the indispensable role wetlands play in preserving the environment and enhancing human wellbeing. 
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 The theme for World Wetlands Day 2024, “Wetlands and Human Wellbeing,” highlights the intricate connection 

between wetland ecosystems and the health, safety, and prosperity of human communities. 
 
February 4th marks the observance of the International Day of Human Fraternity 

 Every year on February 4th, the International Day of Human Fraternity is observed. 

 The day serves as a powerful reminder of the beauty of unity and the strength found in diversity. 

 On December 21, 2020, International Day of Human Fraternity was established by the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

 
Safer Internet Day 2024: 6th February 

 Safer Internet Day, observed annually on February 6th, encourages individuals, families, and communities 
worldwide to collaborate in creating a safer digital environment for everyone. 

 The theme for Safer Internet Day 2024, “Inspiring Change, Making a difference, managing influence and 
navigating change online,” reflects a proactive approach towards fostering a positive and secure online 
experience. 

International Day Against Female Genital Mutilation: 6th February 

 International Day Against Female Genital Mutilation is commemorated on February 6th, 2024, advocating for the 
abolition of this harmful practice. 

 
International Day of Women & Girls in Science 2024 

 Every year on February 11th, the world celebrates the International Day of Women and Girls in Science (IDWGIS). 

 This day serves as a crucial reminder of the immense contributions women and girls have made, and continue to 
make, in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 

 This year’s theme, “Closing the Gender Gap in Science: Accelerating Action”.  
 
World Unani Day 2024:11th Feb 

 World Unani Day is celebrated annually on February 11, marking the birth anniversary of Hakim Ajmal Khan, a 
renowned Unani practitioner and visionary who made significant contributions to the field of Unani medicine. 

 
International Day for the Prevention of Violent Extremism as and when Conducive to Terrorism 2024 

 Every year on February 12th, the world observes the International Day for the Prevention of Violent Extremism 
as and when Conducive to Terrorism (PVE Day). 

 This year’s theme: “Living Together: Fostering Community Resilience to Prevent Violent Extremism as and when 
Conducive to Terrorism” underscores the collective responsibility. 

 The United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) Established: 2004; 
 
200th Birth Anniversary of Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati 

 In a momentous commemoration of the 200th birth anniversary of Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi delivered a profound address via video message at the birthplace of the revered Swami, 
Tankara in Morbi, Gujarat. 

 Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati, born Mool Shankar Tiwari on February 12, 1824, in Tankara, Gujarat. 

 In 1875, Maharishi Dayanand established the Arya Samaj in Bombay. 
 
National Productivity Day 2024:12 Feb 

 Every year, India marks February 12 as National Productivity Day, launching the beginning of the Indian 
Productivity Week, which lasts until February 18.  

 Theme, “Artificial Intelligence (AI) – Productivity Engine for Economic Growth,”  

 National Productivity Council (NPC) was established as an autonomous entity by the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry in 1958. 

 
145th Birth Anniversary of Sarojini Naidu, National Women’s Day 

 February 13, 2024 marks the 145th birth anniversary of Sarojini Naidu, a distinguished figure in India’s struggle 
for independence and a celebrated poet known as the “Nightingale of India.”  

 This day is also recognized as the National Women’s Day as she played a pivotal role in advocating for women’s 
rights. 
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Pulwama Terror Attack 5th anniversary 

 Five years ago, on February day, India faced one of its darkest moments in recent history. The Pulwama attack, a 
horrific act of terrorism. 

 
World Hippo Day 2024: February 15th 

 World Hippo Day is celebrated on 15 February every year to raise awareness about the plight of hippos. 

 The “American Hippo Bill”, raised in 1910, proposed introducing hippo ranching in Louisiana. 
 
International Childhood Cancer Day 2024 

 Every year on February 15th, the world comes together to observe International Childhood Cancer Day. 

 Established in 2002 by Childhood Cancer International, International Childhood Cancer Day aims to shed light 
on the impacts of childhood cancer on young patients, their families, and society. 

 
World Pangolin Day 2024 Observed On February 17th 

 The Andhra Pradesh Forest Department, in collaboration with environmentalists, has launched an awareness 
campaign to commemorate World Pangolin Day on February 17, 2024.  

 Despite being protected under Schedule-I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
 
World Whale Day 2024 

 World Whale Day, initiated in 1980 by Greg Kauffman, founder of the Maui Pacific Whale Foundation (PWF). 

 World Whale Day, observed on the third Sunday of February. 
 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti 2024: Date, History and Significance 

 February 19th, marks the celebration of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti, the 394th birth anniversary of one 
of the most revered figures in Indian history.  

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, originally named Shivaji Bhosale, hailed from the Bhonsle Maratha clan and was 
born in 1630 at Shivneri Fort, following the Marathi Shalivahana calendar. 

 
Mizoram Foundation Day 2024: 20 February 

 Mizoram Foundation Day, celebrated annually on February 20th, holds profound significance for the people of 
Mizoram, marking the establishment of the state as the 23rd state of India in 1987. 

 
Arunachal Pradesh Foundation Day 2024: 20 February 

 Formerly a part of the larger state of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh emerged as a distinct entity following its 
rechristening from NEFA to Arunachal Pradesh on January 20, 1972. The journey towards statehood culminated 
on February 20, 1987. 

 
Vishwakarma Jayanti 2024: Date, History, Significance and Rituals 

 Vishwakarma Jayanti 2024, celebrated on Thursday, February 22nd, marks the auspicious occasion of Lord 
Vishwakarma’s birth.  

 
World Peace and Understanding Day 2024, Date, History and Significance 

 World Peace and Understanding Day, observed globally on February 23, stands as a testament to the enduring 
spirit of harmony, compassion, and cooperation among diverse cultures, religions, and regions. 

 
National Science Day 2024:28th February 
Source: India Times  

 National Science Day is celebrated annually on 28th February in India to commemorate the discovery of the 
‘Raman Effect’ by Indian physicist Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman. 

 The theme for National Science Day 2024 is ‘Indigenous Technologies for Viksit Bharat’, emphasizing the 
importance of promoting scientific, technological, and innovation skills.  

 National Science Day traces its origins to the discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’ by Sir C.V. Raman on 28th February 
1928. 

 This groundbreaking discovery marked a significant contribution to the field of physics, earning Sir C.V. Raman 
the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.  
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Former Union Minister Harmohan Dhawan Succumbs to Illness 

 Former Union minister Harmohan Dhawan died following a prolonged illness at a private hospital in Mohali. He 
was 83 years old. 

 Dhawan is survived by his wife and two sons and a daughter. 
 
Namibia mourns the passing of President Hage Geingob at 82, who was undergoing cancer treatment 

 Namibia mourns the passing of President Hage Geingob at 82, who succumbed to cancer after undergoing 
treatment, leaving the nation in transition. 

 Born in 1941, Geingob played a pivotal role in Namibia’s political landscape. He chaired the drafting of Namibia’s 
constitution and served as the first prime minister after the country gained independence in 1990. 

 
Sadhu Meher, veteran Odia actor and National Award winner, has passed away    

 Renowned actor and director Sadhu Meher, known for his contributions to both Hindi and Odia film industries, 
passes away in Mumbai at the age of 84. 

About Sadhu Meher: 

 Sadhu Meher hailing from Manamunda in Odisha's Boudh district. 

 He initiated his career in 1969 with notable Hindi films such as "Bhuvan Shome", "Ankur", and "Mrigayaa", later 
transitioning his focus to Odia cinema. 

 In the Hindi film industry, Sadhu Meher made his debut in Mrinal Sen's "Bhuvan Shome" (1969), portraying the 
character of a junior railway official. 

 
Poet Farooq Nazki, Sahitya Akademi winner, passes at 83 

 His passing signifies the conclusion of an era in Kashmiri literature, leaving a lasting legacy of cultural 
preservation and poetic brilliance. 

 Born in Kashmir, Nazki's deep love for his culture and language influenced his remarkable career in poetry and 
broadcasting. 

 
Veteran artist A Ramachandran Passes Away in Delhi 

 On February 10, 2024, the art world lost one of its most distinctive voices when Ramachandran passed away in 
Delhi at the age of 88. 

 
Renowned Litterateur & Padma Shri Awardee Usha Kiran Khan Passes Away 

 Usha Kiran Khan was celebrated for her versatile contributions to literature, penning several influential novels in 
Hindi and Maithili. 

 She was bestowed with the Padma Shri in 2015 
 
Nation’s Oldest Test Cricketer, Passed Away 

 Dattajirao Gaekwad, the nation’s oldest Test cricketer, passed away recently at the age of 95. 

 Gaekwad’s Test debut for India came during the team’s tour of England in 1952.  
 
Renowned Jain Monk Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj Passed Away At 77 

 Renowned Jain monk Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj, aged 77, breathed his last on Sunday, February 18 at 
Chandragiri Teerth in Chhattisgarh’s Rajnandgaon district. 

 Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj attained the revered status of Acharya in 1972. 
 
Anupamaa’ actor Rituraj Singh Passes Away at 59 

 Rituraj Singh, a versatile actor passed away at the age of 59. 

 He was featured in iconic shows such as “Banegi Apni Baat,” “Kahani Ghar Ghar Kii,” and “Kutumb.” His role in 
“Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai”. 
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Ameen Sayani, Renowned Radio Presenter & Voice of Geetmala, Passes Away 

 Ameen Sayani (Known for his iconic program Binaca Geetmala) the legendary voice that defined radio for 
generations of Indians, passed away at the age of 91. 

 
Former Lok Sabha Speaker Manohar Joshi Passes Away at 86 

 Former Lok Sabha Speaker and ex-Maharashtra Chief Minister, Manohar Joshi, passed away at the age of 86. 

 Joshi was the first from the party to hold the top post in Maharashtra, serving as Chief Minister from 1995 to 1999. 
His tenure as Lok Sabha Speaker from 2002 to 2004. 

 
Karnataka Cricketer K Hoysala, 34, Passed Away From Cardiac Arrest 

 The Aegis South Zone tournament, a platform for cricket battles, turned into a scene of sorrow as Karnataka 
cricketer Hoysala K, aged 34, passed away due to a cardiac arrest.  

 
Legendary Ghazal Singer Pankaj Udhas Passes Away 

 Legendary ghazal singer Pankaj Udhas, died at the age of 72. 

 Udhas’ exceptional talent was acknowledged through numerous prestigious awards, including the Filmfare 
Award, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for Ghazal Singing, and the Padma Shri, India’s fourth-highest civilian 
honor. 

 
Renowned Filmmaker Kumar Shahani Passes Away at 83 

 The Indian film industry is mourning the loss of acclaimed director Kumar Shahani, who passed away at the age 
of 83 in Kolkata. 

 
Shafiqur Rahman Barq, India’s Oldest MP & Samajwadi Party Leader, Dies at 94 

 Shafiqur Rahman Barq, a senior leader of the Samajwadi Party and MP representing Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh 
passed away. 

 
Karnataka Congress MLA Raja Venkatappa Naik Passes Away 

 Raja Venkatappa Naik, a revered figure in Surapur’s political landscape in Karnataka passed away at the age of 
66. 

 

 
Serum Institute of India Tops as the Most Valuable Unlisted Firm in India 

 Serum Institute of India (SII), led by Adar Poonawalla, has recently secured the prestigious title of India’s most 
valuable unlisted company, boasting a valuation of Rs 1.92 lakh crore, as per the esteemed Burgundy Private 
Hurun India 500 list. 

 
Henley Passport Index 2024 

 This year, France leads the pack, with its passport holders enjoying visa-free access to 194 countries. 

 France, along with Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and Spain, stands at the pinnacle of passport power, each 
providing their citizens visa-free access to 194 countries. 

 India slips one rank down to 85th place, despite an increase in visa-free access for its citizens to 62 countries. 
 
UP Leads in Vehicle Sales Oct-Dec 2023; Maharashtra Follows: SIAM Report 

 The latest data from the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) for October-December 2023 reveals 
intriguing trends.  

 Uttar Pradesh emerges as the frontrunner in vehicle sales during this period, with Maharashtra closely trailing 
behind. 

 
Cybercrime Report: India Ranks 80th Worldwide 

 In 2023, India ranked as the 80th most targeted country for cybercrime globally. Local threats affected 
approximately 34% of users, resulting in the blocking of 74,385,324 incidents by Kaspersky products.  
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Abhinav Bindra chosen as torchbearer for 2024 Paris Olympics 

 The timeless tradition of the Olympic Torch Relay progresses towards Paris 2024, as the flame prepares to traverse 
the Mediterranean and embark on a 68-day journey across France. 

 Abhinav Bindra, India’s first individual Olympic gold medalist and an IOC Athletes’ Commission member, is 
among the 11,000 torchbearers chosen to carry the iconic symbol. 

 
The 2026 FIFA World Cup final is set to take place in New Jersey 

 The 2026 World Cup final will be played at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, U.S., on July 19. 

 FIFA announced a Miami television studio, allocating the opener of the 39-day tournament spread across three 
North American nations to Mexico City’s Estadio Azteca on June 11 and the finale to the home of the NFL's New 
York Jets and Giants. 

 
Wei Yi wins 2024 Tata Steel Chess Tournament 

 Grand Master Wei Yi secures victory in the 2024 Tata Steel Chess Tournament. 

 Triumphs in a four-player tiebreak with Anish Giri, Gukesh Dommaraju, and Nodirbek Abdusattorov. 

 This win elevates Wei Yi into the world's top 10 chess players. 

 Wei Yi achieved the grandmaster title at 13, becoming the 9th youngest grandmaster ever. 
 
Shamar Joseph and Amy Hunter Crowned ICC Players of the Month for January 2024 

 International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced the winners of the ICC Men’s and Women’s Player of the 
Month for January 2024.  

 West Indies’ Shamar Joseph and Ireland’s Amy Hunter have been bestowed with this honour, marking their 
remarkable contributions to their respective teams in the past month. 
About ICC:  
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Founded: 15 June 1909 
CEO: Geoff Allardice 
Chairman: Greg Barclay 

 
Union Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur Hands Over Chess Olympiad Torch to Budapest 

 Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh Thakur handed over the Chess Olympiad Torch to 
Budapest, Hungary, the host city for the 45th edition of the Chess Olympiad. 

 The ceremony, held at the Major Dhyanchand National Stadium in New Delhi. 
 
Indian Hammer Thrower Rachna kumari Banned For 12 Years for Doping 

 Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) and the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) have imposed significant 
suspensions on two athletes for anti-doping rule violations.  

 Hammer thrower Rachna Kumari faces a 12-year suspension for her second anti-doping rule violation. 

 Quarter-miler Nirmala Sheoran, another athlete with a history of doping violations, has been handed an eight-
year suspension by NADA. 

 
Ravichandran Ashwin Joins Elite 500 Test Wickets Club 

 Ravichandran Ashwin has etched his name in the annals of cricket history by becoming the second Indian bowler 
to take 500 wickets in Test matches.  

 
Indian Football Hits a Seven-Year Low, Slides to 117th in FIFA Rankings 

 Indian football, the national team has fallen 15 places to the 117th position in the latest FIFA rankings, registering 
its lowest position in the past seven years. 

 This current ranking is a stark contrast to the 102nd position India held in the rankings issued on December 21, 
2023. 
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 Current President of FIFA is Gianni Infantino; 

 The Headquarters of FIFA is located in Zurich, Switzerland. 
 
ICC Bans UK Cricketer Rizwan Javed for Over 17 Years for Match-Fixing 

 UK-based club cricketer Rizwan Javed has been handed a severe ban from all cricketing activities for a period of 
17 ½ years. 

 Rizwan Javed was one among eight individuals charged by the International Cricket Council (ICC) on behalf of 
the ECB for their involvement in corruption attempts during the 2021 Abu Dhabi T10 Cricket League. 

 
MS Dhoni Named Captain of IPL’s Greatest All-Time Team 

 The Indian Premier League (IPL), since its inception in 2008, has been a powerhouse of talent and excitement in 
the cricketing world. 

 
Badminton Asia Team Championships 2024: India women win title 

 At Shah Alam, Malaysia, The Indian women’s badminton team etched their names into history by clinching a 
historic gold medal at the Badminton Asia Team Championships 2024.  

 
Faiz Fazal Retires From Professional Cricket 

 Faiz Fazal, the esteemed Vidarbha cricketer, has decided to retire from all forms of the game.  
 
Pakistan’s Babar Azam becomes quickest to 10,000 runs in T20s 

 Former Pakistan captain and batting maestro Babar Azam showcased his unparalleled prowess once again as he 
etched his name in the annals of cricket history by becoming the quickest batter to surpass the milestone of 
10,000 runs in T20 cricket. 

 Babar Azam achieved the monumental feat in his 271st innings, surpassing cricketing stalwarts like Virat Kohli, 
Chris Gayle, and David Warner in an elite list.  

 
Jacintha Kalyan Makes History as India’s First Female Pitch Curator 

 Jacintha Kalyan has etched her name in the annals of sports history as the country’s first female pitch curator. 
With the highly anticipated 2nd edition of the Women’s Premier League (WPL)2024. 

 
South Africa’s Tristan Stubbs Hits First-Class Triple Century 

 Tristan Stubbs has etched his name in the annals of South African cricket history, becoming the 11th batter to 
achieve a first-class triple-century in the nation, and notably the eighth since readmission.  

  
Anurag Singh Thakur to Set Up Film Certification Facilitation Office in Chandigarh 

 Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, revealed plans for a new office of 
the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) in Chandigarh. 

 The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) operates as a statutory body under the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, Government of India. 

 
Ashwin Surpasses Kumble to Become India’s Leading Wicket-Taker in Tests at Home 

 Indian off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin etched his name in cricketing history, surpassing legendary leg-spinner 
Anil Kumble to become the leading wicket-taker in Test matches played on Indian soil. 

 Ashwin tally to 351 wickets in Tests played in India. This eclipsed Kumble’s previous record of 350 wickets 
achieved in 63 matches. 

 Earlier in the same Test match, Ashwin became the first Indian bowler to reach the landmark of 100 wickets 
against England in Test cricket. 

 
Namibia’s Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton Smashes Fastest T20I Hundred 
Source: Times of India  

 Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton, the dynamic Namibian batter, etched his name in cricketing history by scoring the fastest 
T20 International (T20I) century in a blistering innings against Nepal in 33 Deliveries. 

About ICC:  
Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates; 
Founded: 15 June 1909; 
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CEO: Geoff Allardice; 
Chairman: Greg Barclay. 
 

 
Karnataka introduces 'Digital Detox' to promote mindful social media use 

 The Karnataka government and the All India Game Developers Forum (AIGDF) have collaborated to introduce a 
'Digital Detox' initiative. 

 The initiative aims to raise awareness about the dangers of spending excessive time in the digital world. 

 Digital Detox initiative encourages people to cut back on using digital devices like smartphones, computers, 
tablets, and social media platforms through structured programs or campaigns. 

 It also aims to establish an environment of responsible gaming. 
 
ADIA from the UAE plans a $4-5 billion investment in India through GIFT City 

 The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) is creating a significant investment fund of $4-5 billion via India's 
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City), located in Prime Minister Modi's home state. 

 The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) is the largest sovereign wealth fund in the UAE The regulatory 
authority overseeing financial services at GIFT City has granted in-principle approval to ADIA for setting up the 
fund. 

 

 
GST Revenue Surges by 10% in January, Reaching Record ₹1.72 Lakh Crore 

 In a remarkable financial achievement, the Centre disclosed a notable 10.4% upsurge in Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) revenue for January, culminating in an impressive ₹1,72,129 crore. 

 This milestone represents the second-highest GST collection ever recorded, with the ₹1.7 lakh crore benchmark 
surpassed for the third time in the fiscal year 2023-24. 

 
RBI Enforces Significant Restrictions on Paytm Payments Bank: Operations Curtailed After February 29 

 In a significant development, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has implemented substantial business restrictions 
on Paytm Payments Bank, effective starting February 29. 

 The RBI directive prohibits Paytm Payments Bank from accepting fresh deposits, credit transactions, or top-ups 
in customer accounts, including prepaid instruments such as wallets and FASTags, after February 29. 

 
As of September 2023, the RBI-DPI surged to 418.77, reflecting a significant increase 

 In September 2023, the Reserve Bank of India's Digital Payments Index (RBI-DPI) soared to 418.77, demonstrating 
a strong growth trend compared to 395.57 in March 2023 and 377.46 in September 2022.  

 This remarkable uptick aligns with a 10.94% annual rise in digital payments by the end of March 2023, 
underscoring the increasing adoption of online transactions. 

 
RBI declares: 97.50% of Rs.2,000 notes returned to the system 

 On February 1st, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) disclosed that 97.50% of the Rs.2,000 currency notes circulating 
as of May 19, 2023, have been effectively reintegrated into the banking system. 

 The introduction of Rs.2,000 banknotes in November 2016 aimed to meet urgent currency demands following the 
withdrawal of Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 notes. Printing of Rs.2,000 notes ceased in 2018-19 when an adequate supply of 
other denominations became available. Despite this, Rs.2,000 notes remain legal tender, as confirmed by the RBI. 

 
ESAF Small Finance Bank collaborates with Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance to provide life insurance 

 In a strategic maneuver aimed at enhancing financial solutions for its customers, ESAF Small Finance Bank has 
formally established a bancassurance partnership with Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance. 

 This collaboration aligns the two organizations in their dedication to prioritizing customer needs, fostering a 
culture of growth, and promoting innovation in the financial sector. 
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IRDAI issues AYUSH treatment inclusion guidelines for insurers. 

 The insurance regulator has instructed general insurers to treat Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, 
and Homeopathy (AYUSH) on par with other medical treatments in their health insurance policies, citing their 
"increased popularity." 
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) asked general insurance companies to 
have board-approved policy guidelines for AYUSH coverage and give policyholders an option to choose a 
treatment of their choice. The guidelines will be effective from April 1, 2024. 

 
IOB Puts MSME Bad Loans on the Block, Eyes 60% Debt Recovery 

 Banks are selling bad loans in micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), with Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) 
deciding to sell loans in the segment comprising 41 accounts worth Rs.208 crore. The bank is looking to recover 
60% of the debt. It has invited potential buyers to submit offers, with 20% in cash and 80% in security receipts 
(SR). 

 The last date for submitting expressions of interest is February 9 and e-bidding will take place on February 21. 
 
Pension Fund Regulatory Authority seeks bids for PFRDA-TRACE RFP in tech project 

 The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) begins the tendering process, inviting bids 
for participation in the PFRDA-TRACE RFP under the Technology Architecture (TARCH) project. 
About PFRDA:  
Established: 2003 
Headquarters: New Delhi, Delhi 
Chairman: Deepak Mohanty 
PFRDA is the regulatory body for the overall supervision and regulation of pensions in India. 
It operates under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance in the Government of India. 

 
Fitch: Achieving 4.5% GDP fiscal deficit target by FY26 challenging 

 Fitch warns that achieving a fiscal deficit target of 4.5% of GDP in FY26 will be challenging due to the 
government's focus on capital expenditure to stimulate growth. Fitch forecasts a 6.5% growth in the Indian 
economy in FY25, driven by an 11% increase in government capital expenditure. 

 
SBI's Q3 net profit drops by 35% due to pension provision 

 SBI's standalone net profit in Q3FY24 fell by 5% YoY to ₹9,164 crore, marking its first decline in 12 quarters, 
attributed to one-time provisions for pension liabilities and dearness relief neutralization. 
About SBI: 
Established: 1 July 1955 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 
Chairman: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
CFO: Kameshwar Rao Kodavanti 

 
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) has launched its latest insurance-cum-savings plan: the LIC Index Plus 
Policy 

 Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has announced the release of its latest unit-linked life insurance 
product, LIC Index Plus. 

 LIC’s Index fund is a unit linked, non-participating, individual life insurance plan. 
About LIC: 
Established: 1st September 1956 
Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
Chairperson: Siddharth Mohanty 

 
The government allocates Rs.9,000 Crore to Exim Bank due to rising NPAs from foreign loans 

 Loans from Exim Bank of India to certain countries, especially African nations, classified as "doubtful debt" in FY 
2023-24. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has provided Rs.9,013.72 crore to Exim Bank after invoking Government 
of India (GoI) guarantees on these loans. 
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About Ministry of External Affairs: 
Cabinet Minister: Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 
Minister of State: V. Muraleedharan, Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Meenakshi Lekhi 
About Exim Bank: 
Established: 1982 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
Managing Director: Harsha Bangari 

  
RBI to add offline capability for e-Rupee transactions 

 The RBI introduces offline functionality for e-rupee transactions to aid payments in regions with poor internet 
connectivity. 

 Offline functionality is to be added to CBDC-R (Retail) for transactions in areas with poor internet connectivity. 
Testing of multiple offline solutions, including proximity and non-proximity based, will also be conducted in 
various geographic locations. 

 
RBI maintains repo rate at 6.5% in monetary policy 

 RBI's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) keeps repo rate unchanged at 6.5% for the sixth consecutive period. 

 Decision aligns with the RBI's focus on balancing inflation control and economic growth. 

 RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das emphasizes the importance of a disinflationary stance in monetary policy. 
About RBI: 
Founded: 1 April 1935 
Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
Currency: Indian rupee (₹); INR (ISO 4217) 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. 

 
Paytm E-commerce Rebrands as Pai Platforms, Acquires Bitsila 

 Paytm E-commerce has undergone a significant transformation, renaming itself as Pai Platforms. Alongside this 
rebranding, it has acquired Bitsila, a prominent seller platform operating within the Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC). 

 Paytm E-commerce Private Limited officially becomes Pai Platforms Private Limited, following approval from the 
Registrar of Companies on February 8. 

 Pai Platforms’ acquisition of Bitsila, established in 2020, solidifies its position within the ONDC ecosystem. 
 
EPFO Raises Interest Rate on PF Deposits to 8.25%, A Three Year High 

 During a meeting of the Central Board of Trustees (CBT), the apex decision-making body of the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organization (EPFO). 

 It was decided to increase the interest rate on employees’ provident fund (EPF) deposits to 8.25% for the fiscal 
year 2023-24.  

 This marks a three-year high for the interest rate on EPF deposits. 
 
Reliance Industries Hits ₹20-Lakh Crore Market Cap Milestone 

 Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) achieved a significant milestone on Indian stock exchanges by surpassing a 
market capitalization of ₹20-lakh crore. 

 RIL shares reached a record high of ₹2,958 on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), registering a 1.8% increase 
intraday. 

 
LIC Increases Stake in SBI Cards & Payments Services Limited 

 Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has augmented its shareholding in SBI Cards & Payments Services 
Limited from 4.99% to 5.02% of the paid-up capital through open market purchases. 

 
SBI Launches Digital Enrolment for PMJJBY and PMSBY Schemes 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has introduced a convenient self-subscribing journey for its customers to enrol under 
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY). 

 
SIDBI Releases Impact Study ‘Prabhaav’ on Fund of Funds for Startups 
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 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has released the impact assessment report of the Fund of 

Funds for Startups (FFS). 

 As of November 30, 2023, 129 Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs) have received commitments from the FFS 
across various segments. 

 The scheme has facilitated investments totaling approximately ₹17,534 crore in 938 distinct startups. 
 
Sikkim INSPIRES: World Bank’s Support for Skill Development 

 The World Bank has approved a new project aimed at supporting the state of Sikkim in India.  

 The project focuses on training, upskilling, and providing jobs for 300,500 women and youth in high-growth and 
priority sectors. 

 
India Approves Acquisition of Defence Equipment worth Rs 84,560 Cr 

 Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, has approved various capital 
acquisition proposals amounting to Rs 84,560 crore on February 16, 2024. 

 
India’s Outward FDI in January 2024 Rises 25.7% to $2.1 billion 

 According to recent data released by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), In January 2024, India’s outward foreign 
direct investment (FDI) commitments surged by 25.7% year-on-year to $2.09 billion. 

 On a year-on-year (Y-o-Y) basis, India’s outward FDI commitments in January 2024 rose by 25.7% to $2.09 billion, 
compared to $1.66 billion in January 2023. 

 
HDFC Bank Leads Profitability Rankings from April to December 

 HDFC Bank emerges as the most profitable company in the first nine months of the current fiscal year, with a net 
profit of Rs 44,300 crore. State Bank of India (SBI) and Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)  follow closely, reporting 
profits of Rs 40,378 crore and Rs 34,781 crore, respectively. 

 
PayPal Registers with Finance Ministry’s Financial Intelligence Unit- India (FIU- IND) under anti-money 
laundering law 

 Since 2018, PayPal and FIU-IND engaged in a legal battle over PMLA compliance. PayPal's recent registration 
mandates reporting large transactions, stringent customer verifications. 

 This penalty was initially overturned in July 2023, but the court ruled that PayPal must adhere to reporting 
obligations under the PMLA as a payments system operator. 

 
ADB Funds $23 Million for Fintech Advancement in Gujarat 

 Asian Development Bank (ADB) has sanctioned a USD 23 million loan aimed at bolstering fintech education, 
research, and innovation within the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT) in India. 

 ADB, founded in 1966. 
 
RBI Approves HDFC Bank’s 90% Stake Sale in HDFC Credila 

 HDFC Bank has secured approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for the divestment of a 90% stake in HDFC 
Credila, its education loan subsidiary. 

 HDFC Bank confirmed RBI’s approval via an exchange filing, dated February 23, 2024. 
 
NSSO Survey Shows Poverty Down to 5%: NITI Aayog CEO 

 NITI Aayog CEO B V R Subrahmanyam highlights key findings from the latest NSSO consumer expenditure 
survey, revealing a significant reduction in poverty levels to below 5% in India. 

 The gap between urban and rural consumption has decreased from 84% in 2011-12 to 71% in 2022-23. 
 
Defence Minister Approves Financial Incentive Scheme for Armed Forces Personnel Excelling in Asian 
Games 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has demonstrated unwavering support for Armed Forces personnel who 
excelled in the 19th Asian Games and 4th Asian Para Games, held in Hangzhou, China, during September-October 
2023. 

 
Jana Small Finance Bank, Dvara Money partner for digital banking 
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 Dvara Money, a leading fintech company, has announced a strategic partnership with Jana Small Finance Bank 

Limited (Jana SFB).  
 
India’s Weightage Surges on MSCI Global Standard Index 

 India’s weightage in the MSCI Global Standard (Emerging Markets) index has reached a historic high of 18.2% 
following MSCI’s February review. This surge, nearly doubling since November 2020. 

 
RIL signs deal with Disney to merge Viacom18 and Star India 

 Reliance Industries (RIL) has unveiled a significant merger deal with Viacom18 Media and The Walt Disney 
Company, aimed at forming a joint venture (JV) that will integrate the operations of Viacom18 and Star India. 

 Nita M. Ambani appointed as Chairperson of the JV, bringing her visionary leadership to the forefront. 
 
Amazon Pay Receives Final RBI Approval as Payment Aggregator 

 Amazon Pay, the fintech arm of Amazon India, has secured a payment aggregator license from the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI). 
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