
(Q.1-Q.5): 

The defence ministry of 
the region said on Friday 
it had recorded another 

29 casualties among its military, 
pushing the military death toll 
to 633 since fighting with Azeri 
forces erupted on September 
27.
The fighting has surged to its 
worst level since the 1990s, 
when some 30,000 people were 
killed. Armenia accused Turkey 
of blocking flights carrying 
emergency aid from using its 
airspace, and Azerbaijan`s 
president warned of “new 
victims and new bloodshed” 
from fighting over the 
mountain enclave that broke 
out on September 27.
Azeri President Ilham Aliyev 
demanded that Armenia “halt 
attempts to capture liberated 
territories back” and said his 
country would take all regions  
if Armenia “acts negatively.”
Last Saturday`s ceasefire, 
aimed at letting the sides 
swap detainees and bodies 
of those killed in the clashes, 
has had little impact on the 
fighting around (i) , a mountain 
territory internationally 
recognised as part of Azerbaijan 
but populated and governed by 
ethnic Armenians.

In the deadliest flare-up since a 
1990s war killed about 30,000 
people, 604 defence personnel 
have been killed, ethnic 
Armenian authorities say.
On Thursday, three Azeri 
civilians were killed and three 
were wounded during a funeral 
in Azerbaijan`s Terter region 
when an artillery shell fell on 
a cemetery, presidential aid 
Hikmet Hajiyev said on Twitter.
Source:  https://zeenews.india.
com/world/armenia-azerbaijan-
war-death-toll-in-nagorno-

karabakh-rises-to-633-with-29-
new-deaths-2317831.html

1. Territorial dispute between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan 
over which region has re-
erupted with heavy clashes. 
Refer to point (i).

 (a) Armeno-Georgian
 (b) Murghaz- Armeno
 (c) Nagorno Karabakh
 (d) Bargushat- Georgian

2. The basis for the 
formulation of a peace 

treaty between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan was based 
on what principles?

 (a) Madrid 
 (b) Barcelona 
 (c) Lisbon 
 (d) Milan

3. What is the Capital of 
Azerbaijan?

 (a) Yerevan 
 (b) Baku 
 (c) Tbilisi 
 (d) Tashkent

4. The bilateral relation 
between India and 
Armenia has grown rapidly. 
In March 2020, Armenia 
bought India military radar 
system. What it is called?

 (a) Swathi 
 (b) Kiran 
 (c) Uma 
 (d) Swara

5. Which is the only country 
in the world that does not 
recognize Armenia as a 
state?

 (a) Pakistan  
 (b) Bangladesh 
 (c) Israel 
 (d) Afghanistan

1. (c) Nagorno-Karabakh 
Nagorno-Karabakh is 
a disputed territory, 
internationally recognized as 
part of Azerbaijan, but mostly 
governed by the Republic of 
Artsakh (formerly named 
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic 
[NKR]), a de facto independent 
state with an Armenian ethnic 
majority established on the 
basis of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Oblast of the 
Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist 
Republic. Azerbaijan has not 
exercised political authority 

over the region since the advent 
of the Karabakh movement 
in 1988. Since the end of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh War in 
1994, representatives of the 
governments of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan have been holding 
peace talks mediated by the 
OSCE Minsk Group on the 
region’s disputed status.

2. (a) Madrid
 the Madrid Principles 

envisaged the demilitarisation 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, the 
Armenian majority region 
that seceded from Azerbaijan 

towards the end of the Soviet 
Union, and the gradual 
liberation of Azerbaijani 
territory that Armenia had 
occupied in the 1991-94 war.

3. (b) Baku
 Azerbaijan, the nation and 

former Soviet republic, is 
bounded by the Caspian Sea 
and Caucasus Mountains, 
which span Asia and Europe. 
Its capital, Baku, is famed for its 
medieval walled Inner City.

4. (a) Swathi
 The bilateral relation between 

India and Armenia has 

grown rapidly. In March 
2020, Armenia bought India 
SWATHI military radar system. 
Armenia has recently witnessed 
increased flow of Indian labour 
migrants.

5. (a) Pakistan
 The international and bilateral 

relations between Armenia and 
Pakistan are poor. Pakistan 
is the only country in the 
world that does not recognize 
Armenia as a state.
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(Q.6-Q.10): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate a five-
day global virtual summit on 
artificial intelligence (AI) on 
Monday. Responsible AI for 
Social Empowerment is being 
organised by the government in 
partnership with the industry 
and academia. It will aim for 
the transformation of health, 
education and agricultural 
areas. In June, Australia, the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, France, 
Germany, New Zealand and 
others joined together to create 
the (GPAI) .“We firmly believe 
that AI can help transform 
lives. India is developing 
AI-based solutions for social 
empowerment across spheres 
like healthcare, education, 
finance, agriculture and 
governance. On the strength 
of its data and innovation 
prowess, India can become 
the AI laboratory of the world, 
delivering intuitive solutions 
to a wide range of societal 
issues,” Amitabh Kant, NITI 
Aayog CEO, said at the press 
conference. It will discuss 
vital topics such as data and 
AI-powered financial services, 
Atmanirbhar Bharat AI start-
up pitch fest, education and 
awareness for responsible AI, 
leveraging AI for pandemic 
preparedness, the impact of 
data and AI in smart cities 
and mobility, the role of 

government in AI enablement, 
role of data for responsible 
AI, building a future-ready 
agricultural supply chain with 
AI will be discussed.
Rishad Premji, the chairperson 
of Wipro Limited, Brad Smith, 
the president of Microsoft 
Corporation, J Satyanarayana, 
the chief advisor at Centre 
for 4th Industrial Revolution 
(India Centre) at World 
Economic Forum, Rahul 
Panicker, the chief innovation 
officer at Wadhwani Institute 
for Artificial Intelligence, and 
Shameek Kundu, the chief data 
officer at Standard Chartered 
Bank, will also be speaking 
during the five-day summit.

Source: https://www.
hindustantimes.com/india-
news/pm-modi-to-inaugurate-
global-ai-summit-raise-2020-
today-what-you-need-to-know/
story-2Jb9kVQYO4jNEa4yQsrA4M.
html.

6. What is the full form of 
GPAI?

 (a) Global Partnership on 
Artificial Intelligence

 (b) General Partnership on 
Artificial Intelligence

 (c) Global Parties on 
Artificial Intelligence

 (d) Global Alliance 
Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence

7. What is the summit called?
 (a) Uplift 2020 
 (b) Raise 2020 
 (c) AI 2020 
 (d) Boost 2020

8. The summit is organized 
by?

 (a) Centre for Development 
of Advanced 
Computing and NITI 
Aayog

 (b) National Informatics 
Centre and NITI Aayog

 (c) National Institute 
of Electronics & 
Information Technology 
and NITI Aayog

 (d) MeitY and NITI Aayog

9. Industry analysts predict 
that AI could add up to 
what billion to India’s 
economy by 2035.

  (a) $650 (b) $850 
(c) $957 (d) $ 900

10.  Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
correct one.

 i. India is a founding 
member if GPAIGPAI 
is an international and 
multi-stakeholder initiative 
to guide the responsible 
development and use of AI

 (a) Only I (b) Only ii
 (c) Both  (d) Neither 

6. (a) Global Partnership on 
Artificial Intelligence

 India has joined the ‘Global 
Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI)’ as a 
founding member to support 
the responsible and human-
centric development and use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

7. (b) Raise 2020 
 RAISE 2020 is a first of 

its kind, global meeting 
of minds on Artificial 
Intelligence to drive India’s 

vision and roadmap for social 
transformation, inclusion 
and empowerment through 
responsible AI.

8. (d) MeitY and NITI Aayog
 the Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology 
(MeitY) and NITI Aayog 
will organize a Mega Virtual 
Summit on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), RAISE 2020- 
‘Responsible AI for Social 
Empowerment 2020,’ from 
October 5-9, 2020.

9. (c) $957
 Industry analysts predict that 

AI could add up to 957 billion 
USD to India’s economy by 
2035.

 India can leverage AI for 
inclusive development, 
representing the country’s ‘AI 
for All’ strategy

10. (c) Both
 India has joined the ‘Global 

Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI)’ as a 
founding member to support 

the responsible and human-
centric development and use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

 Objective: GPAI is an 
international and multi-
stakeholder initiative to guide 
the responsible development 
and use of AI, based on human 
rights, inclusion, diversity, 
innovation, and economic 
growth.
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(Q.11-Q.15): 
The ministry of jal shakti on 
Friday launched a (1) campaign 
to ensure potable water supply 
in all schools and anganwadi 
centers across the country.
Union jal shakti minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
requested the states and Union 
territories to make it a ‘Jan 
Andolan’ (people’s movement). 
He said he has written to 
chief ministers and lieutenant 
governors, requesting them 
to lead the campaign in their 
respective regions.
“In this backdrop, we are 
launching a campaign to ensure 
the same. We are asking all the 
state governments to ensure 
piped drinking water in all 
schools and anganwadi centres 
in next  days, Shekhawat said.
The Jal Jeevan Mission  aims 
to provide tap water supply to 
households.
Ensuring safe water to children 
is a priority under JJM as they 
are most susceptible to water-
borne diseases like typhoid, 
dysentery, diarrhoea and 
cholera.
Repeated infections due to 
consumption of unsafe water 
in their formative years may 
have debilitating effects on 
children, resulting in stunting, 
the minister said.
The situation is much more 
complex in areas where 
water sources are found 

to be contaminated with 
arsenic, fluoride and other 
heavy metals, and prolonged 
consumption of water having 
these contaminants may lead 
to degenerating diseases like 
arsenicosis, fluorosis among 
others, resulting in serious 
health problems, he said.
Source: https://timesofindia.
indiatimes.com/india/
government-launches-100-day-
campaign-under-jal-jeevan-
mission-to-ensure-potable-
water-supply-in-schools/
articleshow/78445088.cms

11. How many days campaign 
is launched by Jal shakti 
Ministry?

 (a) 97 (b) 90 
 (c) 100 (d) 101

12. The Jal Jeevan Mission  

aims to provide tap water 
supply to households with 
special focus on women 
and children by what year?

 (a) 2022 (b) 2023 
(c) 2025 (d) 2024

13. Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
correct one?

 i. Jal Jeevan Mission’s motto 
is Har Ghar Jal.

 ii. The facilities will be 
operated and maintained 
by the Gram Panchayats 
and Village Water and their 

  Sanitation Committees.
 iii. Under the mission, 

special focus is on women 
and children.

 (a) Only I (b) ii & iii
 (c) i & ii (d) All

14. This mission was envisaged 
by the Prime Minister on 
29th September, 2020 while 
releasing the guidelines 
for Gram Panchayats 
and Paani Samitis for 
implementation of Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM). 
What it is called?

 (a) Margdarshika 
 (b) Jal Jeevan guidelines
 (c) Mission Jal   
 (d) Jal Shakti

15. As a tribute to whom is the 
campaign launched?

 (a) Mahatma Gandhi 
 (b) Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai 

Patel
 (c) Lal Bahadur Shastri
 (d) Jawaharlal Nehru

11. (c) 100 
 The Union Minister of Jal 

Shakti launched a special 
mission mode campaign to 
provide potable piped water 
supply in all schools and 
anganwadi centres across the 
nation within 100 days.

12. (d) 2024
 Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) aims 

at the universal coverage 
of provision of tap water 
connection to every rural 

home by 2024. Under the 
mission, special focus is on 
women and children.

13. (d) All
 National Jal Jeevan Mission 

has reached out to States/ 
UTs to ensure that during this 
campaign, Gram Sabhas are 
convened at the earliest to pass 
a resolution for providing safe 
water in all schools, anganwadi 
centres and other public 
institutions in the village in 

the next 100 days.
 These facilities will be 

operated and maintained by 
the Gram Panchayat and/ or 
its sub-committee i.e. Village 
Water & Sanitation Committee 
or Paani Samiti.

14. (a) Margdarshika
 On September 29, 2020, PM 

Modi released “Margdarshika” 
for Gram Panchayats and 
Paani Samitis to implement Jal 
Jeevan Mission. Margdarshika 

is operational guidelines for Jal 
Jeevan Mission.

15. (a) Mahatma Gandhi
 On October 2, 2020, the Union 

Minister of Jal Shakti Gajendra 
Singh launched 100-days of 
campaign to provide piped 
water supply to schools and 
Anganwadi centres. The 
mission was launched as a 
part of celebrations of 151st 
birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi.
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(Q.16-Q.20): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday inaugurated Atal 
Tunnel in Rohtang, which is 
the highest altitude tunnel in 
the world and has strategic 
significance. The historic 
decision to construct a strategic 
tunnel below the Rohtang Pass 
was taken on (1) when Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee was the Prime 
Minister.
The Union Cabinet decided 
in 2019 to name the Rohtang 
Tunnel as Atal Tunnel to 
honour the contribution made 
by Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
The feasibility study for the 
Atal Tunnel was first done in 
1990. The foundation stone 
for the access road to the 
south portal of the tunnel 
was laid on May 6, 2002. The 
first blast took place in 2010 
and the last blast in 2017. The 
tunnel was constructed using 
drill and blast NATM (New 
Austria Tunnelling Method) 
techniques. The long tunnel 
connects Manali to Lahaul-
Spiti valley  throughout the 
year. Earlier the road remained 
impacted for about six months 
every year owing to snowfall. 
The tunnel is built with ultra-
modern specifications in the Pir 
Panjal range of Himalayas at an 
altitude of 3000 metres (10,000 
feet) from the Mean Sea Level 
(MSL).
It reduces the road distance by 
46 km between Manali and Leh 
and the time by about four to 
five hours. The hard work put in 
by Border Roads Organisation 

in the last 10 years is reaching 
the final stage.
Officials said the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) worked 
relentlessly to overcome major 
geological, terrain and weather 
challenges that included the 
most difficult stretch of the 
587-metre Seri Nalah Fault 
Zone. The breakthrough from 
both ends was achieved on 
October 15, 2017.
Source: https://www.livemint.
com/news/india/atal-
tunnel-to-be-inaugurated-
today-by-pm-modi-5-
facts-about-engineering-
marvel-11601689838516.html

16. The historic decision to 
construct a strategic tunnel 

below the Rohtang Pass 
was taken in which year?

 (a) 2001 (b) 2005
 (c) 2000 (d) 2010

17. Rohtang in Persian means?
 (a) Handsome
 (b) Companion 
 (c) God hill 
 (d) Pile of Corpse

18. How long the tunnel is?
 (a) 9.02 (b) 9.05
 (c) 9.3 (d) 9.4

19. Atal Tunnel has been 
designed for traffic density 
of how many cars per day 
and trucks per day with 
max speed of 80 km/hr 

respectively?
 (a) 4000 cars and 2000 

trucks 
 (b) 3000 cars and 1000 

trucks
 (c) 3000 cars and 1500 

trucks 
 (d) 3500 cars and 1000 

trucks

20. Which one is not a pass 
situated in Himachal 
Pradesh?

 (a) Chang La Pass 
 (b) Hamta Pass 
 (c) Pin Parbati Pass 
 (d) Rohtang Pass

16. (c) 2000 
 The historic decision to 

construct a strategic tunnel 
below the Rohtang Pass was 
taken on June 03, 2000 when 
late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was the Prime Minister.

17. (d) Pile of Corpse
 Rohtang in Ladhaki language 

means Bhoti which translates 
to a “Pile of Corpse”. The pass 
got its name because of the 
numerous people who died 
trying to cross the pass.

18. (a) 9.02
 It is 9.02 Km long tunnel 

which connects Manali to 
Lahaul-Spiti valley throughout 

the year.
19. (c) 3000 cars and 1500 trucks
 Atal Tunnel has been designed 

for traffic density of 3000 cars 
per day and 1,500 trucks per 
day with max speed of 80 km/
hr. It has the state of the art 
electromechanical system 
including semi transverse 

ventilation system.
20. (a) Chang La Pass
 The Chang La is a high 

mountain pass in Ladakh at an 
elevation of 5,360 m or 17,590 
ft in the Indian Kashmir 
between India and Pakistan
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(Q.21-Q.25): 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
today gave away the Swachh 
Bharat Awards-2020 to States, 
Districts, Blocks and Village 
Panchayats.The awards were 
given particularly under the 
drinking water and cleanliness 
categories.
The Union Government 
had earlier launched three 
missions under Swachh Sundar 
Samudayik Shouchalaya, 
Samudayik Shouchalaya 
Abhiyan and Gandagi Mukth 
Bharat. 
Under the Swachh Sundar 
Samudayik Shouchalaya 
category (1) bagged the first 
position at state level whereas 
Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu got 
the Award for cleanliness at 
District Level. Khachrod block 
in Ujjain district in Madhya 
Pradesh was awarded the first 

position and Chinnanur Village 
in Tamil Nadu bagged the top 
slot at Gram Panchayat level. 
Under the Samudayik 
Shouchalaya Abhiyan, Gujarat 
and Uttar Pradesh were 
awarded as the best performing 
states whereas (2)  got it for 
being the best performing 
districts. Under the Gandagi 
Mukth Bharat Mission, 
Haryana and Telangana were 
awarded the top slot.
Speaking on the ocassion, Mr. 
Shekhawat said the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin) has 
transformed rural India into 
a Jan Andolan for  achieving 
Open Defecation Free (ODF). 
He said, taking forward the 
extraordinary success, Phase 
II of the SBM (G) has been 
launched early this year, which 
focuses on ODF sustainability 
and Solid and Liquid Waste 

Management (SLWM) aiming 
at comprehensive cleanliness in 
villages. 
He said the government is 
committed to maintain the 
status of Zero Open Defecation 
in the country. He said, special 
care will be taken towards 
maintaining swachhata at 
public places and to construct 
more community sanitary 
complexes to ensure access 
of safe sanitation for all. The 
award ceremony was also 
attended by Union Minister of 
State for Jal Shakti Rattan Lal 
Kataria.
Source: http://newsonair.com/
News?title=Jal-Shakti-Minister-
gives-away-Swachh-Bharat-
Awards-2020&id=401252

21. Under Swachh Sundar 
Samudayik Shouchalaya 
category which state 

bagged the first position?
 (a) Gujarat 
 (b) Uttar Pradesh 
 (c) Himachal Pradesh 
 (d) Assam

22. Under the Samudayik 
Shouchalaya Abhiyan, 
which were awarded as the 
best performing districts?

 (a) Aligarh and 
Varanasi 

 (b) Prayagraj and Bareilly
 (c) Aligarh and Jhansi 
 (d) Jhansi and Varanasi

23. The awards were given by -
 (a) Department of 

Drinking Water and 
Sanitation

 (b) NITI Ayog
 (c) AUSH
 (d) Parivar Kalyan 

organization

24. Swachh Bharat Mission was 
launched in which year?

 (a) 2015 
 (b) 2013
 (c) 2014 
 (d) 2016

25. What is the slogan of 
Swachh bharat mission?

 (a) Keep Cleanliness
 (b) One step towards 

cleanliness
 (c) Cleanliness key to 

healthiness 
 (d) Walk towards 

cleanliness

21. (a) Gujarat 
 Gujarat was felicitated with the 

first prize in the state category.
22. (b) Prayagraj and Bareilly
  Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh 

came out to be best performing 
states.

 Prayagraj and Bareilly were the 

best performing districts.
23. (a) Department of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation
 The awards were given by 

Department of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation (DDWS).

24. (c) 2014
 Swachh Bharat Mission, 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
or Clean India Mission is 
a country-wide campaign 
initiated by the Government 
of India in 2014 to eliminate 
open defecation and improve 
solid waste management.

25. (b) One step towards 
cleanliness

  the slogan is One step towards 
cleanliness. The  Phase 2 will 
be implemented between 2020-
21 and 2024-25.
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(Q.26-Q.30): 
(1) has been ranked third out 
of 65 departments/ministries 
based on its performance in 
the implementation of central 
schemes. It is in second place 
among 16 economic ministries/
departments.” with a score 
4.11 on a scale of 5 on Data 
Governance Quality Index 
(DGQI),” an official statement 
said on Friday.
A survey was conducted to 
assess different Ministries /
Departments’’ performance on 
the implementation of Central 
Sector Schemes (CS) and 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS).Chemicals and Fertilisers 
Minister DV Sadananda 
Gowda said, “The effort to 
bring out such a report card of 
the Ministries / Departments 
is highly appreciable. It will 
immensely help improve the 
implementation framework of 
government policies, schemes 
and programmes to achieve the 
desired goals”.
The undertaken DGQI exercise: 
self-assessment based review of 
data preparedness levels across 
ministries/departments to 
produce a DGQI scorecard, the 
statement said, explaining the 
process.Accordingly, a survey 
was initiated to assess the data 
preparedness of ministries/
departments on a standardised 
framework to drive healthy 

competition among them and 
promote cooperative peer 
learning from best practices.
In the survey, an online 
questionnaire was prepared 
under six major themes of 
DGQI --  data generation; data 
quality; use of technology; data 
analysis, use and dissemination; 
data security and HR capacity 
and case studies. Weightages 
were assigned to the themes 
and sub-weightages to each 
question within every theme 
to arrive at final DGQI scores 
ranging between 0 to 5 for 
every scheme.
To avoid straightforward 
irrelevant comparisons, 
ministries/departments were 
classified into six categories: . 
“Questionnaire was then shared 
with Ministries / Departments, 
which are implementing CS / 
CSS schemes. Inputs have been 
collected from 65 Ministries 
/ Departments implementing 

250 CS / CSS schemes and 
their scores were accordingly 
calculated,” the statement said.
Source : https://www.
businesstoday.in/current/
economy-politics/department-
of-fertilisers-ranked-3rd-
among-65-ministries-in-
implementing-central-schemes/
story/417624.html

26. Fill in the blank ( 1) which 
department has been 
ranked 3rd out of 65 
departments/ Ministries ?

 (a) Department of 
Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals

 (b) Department of 
Fertilizers

 (c) Department of 
Pharmaceuticals

 (d) Department of Science 
and Technology (DST)

27. Ministries/Departments 
were classified in six 
categories. Which one of 
them is not one of them? 
Refer to point 2.

 (a) Efficiency  
 (b) Administrative 
 (c) Economic 
 (d)  Scientific

28. Consider the following 
statements on Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes. 
Choose the false 
statements?

 i. Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes are the schemes 
by the centre where there 
is financial participation by 
both the centre and states.

 ii. Currently, there are 8 
core of the core schemes 
while 22 core schemes.

 iii. National Ganga Plan is 
a of the examples of CSS

 (a) Only I 
 (b)  ii & iii 
 (c) Only ii 
 (d) None of the above 

29. The survey was conducted 
by - 

 (a) DMEO and Niti 
ayog 

 (b) Department of 
Evaluation

 (c) Department of 
Monitoring and 
assessment

 (d) Department of 
Monitoring and 
estimation

30. Which of the following 
is not matched correctly 
about NITI Aayog?

 (a) NITI Aayog head office: 
Mumbai

 (b) Narendra Modi: 
Chairman

 (c) Formed: 1 January 2015
 (d) NITI Aayog replaced: 

Planning Commission

26. (b) Department of Fertilizers
 The Department of Fertilizers 

(Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers) has been ranked 
3rd out of the 65 Ministries/
Departments with a score 
4.11 on a scale of 5 on Data 
Governance Quality Index 
(DGQI).It has been ranked 
2nd amongst the 16 Economic 
Ministries/Departments.

27. (a) Efficiency  
 Ministries/Departments were 

classified in six categories: 
Administrative, Strategic, 

Infrastructure, Social, 
Economic and Scientific.

28. (c) Only ii
 Central sector schemes:
 These schemes are 100% 

funded by the Central 
government.

 Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS) are again divided into 
Core of the Core Schemes, 
Core Schemes and Optional 
schemes. Currently, there are 6 
core of the core schemes while 
22 core schemes.

29. (a) DMEO and Niti ayog 

Data Governance Quality 
Index (DGQI) survey was 
conducted by Development 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Office (DMEO), Niti Aayog 
to assess different Ministries/
Departments’ performance on 
the implementation of Central 
Sector Schemes (CS) and 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS)

30. (a) NITI Aayog head office: 
Mumbai

 NITI Aayog replaced Planning 
Commission of India. The 

NITI Aayog is a policy think 
tank of the Government of 
India, established with the 
aim to achieve sustainable 
development goals with 
cooperative federalism by 
fostering the involvement of 
State Governments of India in 
the economic policy-making 
process using a bottom-up 
approach. Head office is in 
Delhi.
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(Q.31-Q.35): 
India ranked ( refer 1) among 
107 nations in the Global 
Hunger Index 2020 and is in 
the ‘serious’ hunger category 
with experts blaming poor 
implementation processes, 
lack of effective monitoring, 
siloed approach in tackling 
malnutrition and poor 
performance by large states 
behind the low ranking.
Last year, India’s rank was 102 
out of 117 countries.
The neighbouring Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and Pakistan too 
are in the ‘serious’ category 
but ranked higher than India 
in this year’s hunger index. 
While Bangladesh ranked 75, 
Myanmar and Pakistan are in 
the 78th and 88th position.
Nepal in 73rd and Sri Lanka in 
64th position are in ‘moderate’ 
hunger category, the report 
showed.
Seventeen nations, including 
China, Belarus, Ukraine, 
Turkey, Cuba and Kuwait, 
shared the top rank with GHI 
scores of less than five, the 
website of the Global Hunger 
Index, that tracks hunger and 
malnutrition, said on Friday.
According to the report, 14 per 
cent of India’s population is 
undernourished.
It also showed the country 
recorded a 37.4 per cent 
stunting rate among children 
under five and a wasting rate 
of 17.3 per cent. The under-five 

mortality rate stood at 3.7 per 
cent.
Wasting is children who have 
low weight for their height, 
reflecting acute undernutrition. 
Stunting is children under the 
age of five who have low height 
for their age, reflecting chronic 
undernutrition.
Data from 1991 through 2014 
for Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
and Pakistan showed that 
stunting is concentrated among 
children from households 
facing multiple forms of 
deprivation, including poor 
dietary diversity, low levels 
of maternal education, and 
household poverty.
During this period, India 
experienced a decline in under-
five mortality, driven largely by 
a decrease in deaths from birth 
asphyxia or trauma, neonatal 
infections, pneumonia, and 
diarrhoea, the report stated.
“However, child mortality, 
caused by prematurity and 
low birth weight, increased 
particularly in poorer states 
and rural areas. Prevention 
of prematurity and low 
birthweight is identified as a 
key factor with the potential to 
reduce under-five mortality in 
India, through actions such as 
better antenatal care, education, 
and nutrition as well as 
reductions in anaemia and oral 
tobacco use,” it said.
Experts think that poor 
implementation processes, lack 
of effective monitoring and 

siloed approaches to tackling 
malnutrition often result in 
poor nutrition indices.
Purnima Menon, a senior 
research fellow at the 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute, New Delhi, 
said the performance of large 
states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and Madhya Pradesh need to 
be improved to see an overall 
change of India’s ranking.
“The national average is 
affected a lot by the states like 
UP and Bihar... the states which 
actually have a combination 
of high levels of malnutrition 
and they contribute a lot to the 
population of the country.
“Every fifth child born in 
India is in Uttar Pradesh. 
So if you have a high level 
of malnutrition in a state 
that has a high population, 
it contributes a lot to India’s 
average. Obviously, then, India’s 
average will be slow to move,” 
she told PTI.
Source:  https://www.ndtv.com/
india-news/india-ranks-94-
out-of-107-nations-in-global-
hunger-index-categorised-
serious-2311582

31. What is the rank of India in 
Global hunger Index?

 (a) 93 (b) 94 
 (c) 91 (d) 90

32. The annual report is 
published by whom?

 (a) Concern Worldwide 
and Welthungerhilfe

 (b) UNICEF
 (c) Oxam
 (d) Action against hunger

33. Which from the below 
is not one of the four 
indicators to calculate the 
progress?

 (a) Undernourishment
 (b) Child stunting
 (c) Child mortality  
 (d) Inadequate Nutrients

34. Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
correct statements.

 i. The GHI determines 
hunger on a 100-point scale 
where 0 is the best possible 
score (no hunger) and 100 
is the worst.

 ii. It was first produced in 
2006. It is published every 
October. The 2020 edition 
marks the 15th edition.

 iii. only 13 countries fare 
worse than India.

 (a) i & ii 
 (b) Only ii 
 (c) Only I 
 (d) All of the above

35. The world is not on track 
to achieve the second 
Sustainable Development 
Goal - known as Zero 
Hunger for short - by what 
year?

 (a) 2025 (b) 2035 
(c) 2030 (d) 2040

31. (b) 94
 India has been ranked at 94 

among 107 countries in the 
Global Hunger Index (GHI) 
2020.

32. (a) Concern Worldwide and 
Welthungerhilfe

 Jointly published by 
Concern Worldwide and 
Welthungerhilfe.

 It was first produced in 2006. 
It is published every October. 
The 2020 edition marks the 
15th edition of the GHI.

33. (d) Inadequate Nutrients
 The GHI scores are calculated 

each year to assess progress 
and setbacks in combating 
hunger. It is calculated on the 
basis of four indicators:

 Undernourishment: Share 
of the population with 
insufficient caloric intake.

 Child Wasting: Share of 
children under age five who 
have low weight for their 
height, reflecting acute 

undernutrition.
 Child Stunting: Share of 

children under age five 
who have low height for 
their age, reflecting chronic 
undernutrition.

 Child Mortality: The mortality 
rate of children under the age 
of five.

34. (d) All of the above
 India features behind Nepal 

(73), Pakistan (88), Bangladesh 
(75), Indonesia (70) among 
others. Out of the total 107 

countries, only 13 countries 
fare worse than India including 
countries like Rwanda (97), 
Nigeria (98), Afghanistan (99), 
Liberia (102), Mozambique 
(103), Chad (107) among 
others.

35. (c) 2030 
 In 2015 the global community 

adopted the 17 Global Goals 
for Sustainable Development 
to improve people’s lives by 
2030.
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(Q.36-Q.40): 
India on Saturday successfully 
test-fired a new version of the 
nuclear-capable hypersonic 
Shaurya missile with a range of 
750 kilometres from a defence 
facility off the (1) coast on 
Saturday, officials said. The 
launch is the latest in a string 
of recent weapons tests amid 
military tensions with China in 
the Ladakh sector. The launch 
came three days after India 
test-fired an extended-range 
BrahMos surface-to-surface 
supersonic cruise missile from 
the Integrated Test . The cruise 
missile can hit targets 400 
kilometres away - its range 
increased from the existing 290 
kilometres.
The Shaurya missile, that can 
reach speeds of 7.5 Mach 
(seven and half times the 
speed of sound), blasted off 
from a canister  range off 
Dhamra at about 12.10 pm, the 
officials said, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity. There 
was no official word from the 
government on the successful 
launch.
The missile, equipped with 
multiple advanced computing 
technology and high accuracy 
navigation, efficient propulsion, 
sophisticated control and 
guidance systems, successfully 
followed its target, Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) officials 
said.

“This kind of demonstration of 
capability/power is extremely 
important to give a loud 
message to another nuclear-
powered country that they 
should not take us for granted. 
This will bring in inherent 
dissuasion that will further 
discourage our adversaries from 
using nuclear weapons (against 
us),” said former Northern 
Army commander Lieutenant 
General BS Jaswal (retd).
Source: https://www.
hindustantimes.com/
india-news/india-
successfully-tests-nuclear-
capable-shaurya-missile/story-

36. Shaurya was successfully 
test fired from coast of?

 (a) Gujarat 
 (b) Odisha

 (c) Karnataka 
 (d) Tamil Nadu

37. Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
false statement.

 i. The nuclear capable 
Shaurya missile is a 
land-based parallel of the 
submarine launched K-15 
missile.

 ii. These ballistic weapons 
belong to the K missile 
family.

 iii. They are named after 
late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, 
the centre figure in 
India’s missile and space 
programmes.

 (a) Only I 
 (b) ii & iii 
 (c) All of the above 

 (d) None of the above

38. When DRDO was founded?
 (a) 1952 (b) 1958
 (c) 1960 (d) 1962

39. What kind of missile 
Shaurya is?

 (a) Surface to surface  
 (b) Surface to air
 (c) Air to air   
 (d) Air to surface

40. Select the wrong option 
related to DRDO.

 (a) Headquarters: Delhi
 (b) Motto: Strength’s Origin 

is in Knowledge
 (c) Paent agency: Ministry 

of Defense
 (d) Founded in year: 

36. (b) Odisha 
 The test was carried out by 

the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) from a defence 
facility off Odisha coast

37. (d) None of the above
 The nuclear capable Shaurya 

missile is a land-based parallel 
of the submarine launched 
K-15 missile.These ballistic 
weapons belong to the K 

missile family.They are named 
after late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, 
the centre figure in India’s 
missile and space programmes. 
They are launched from 
Arihant class of nuclear 
submarines.

38. (b) 1958 
 The Defence Research and 

Development Organisation 
is an agency under the 
Department of Defence 

Research and Development 
in Ministry of Defence of the 
Government of India formed 
in 1958.

39. (a) Surface to surface  
 Shaurya is a land variant 

of short-range Submarine 
Launched Ballistic Missile 
(SLBM) K-15 Sagarika, which 
has a range of at least 750 
kilometers.

 It is capable of carrying 

payloads of 200 kg to 1000 kg.
 It is a surface-to-surface 

tactical missile
40. (d) Founded in year: 1960
 The Defence Research and 

Development Organisation 
is an agency under the 
Department of Defence 
Research and Development 
in Ministry of Defence of the 
Government of India formed 
in 1958.
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(Q.41-Q.45): 
Bangladesh is set to overtake 
India in terms of per capita 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
in 2020-21, according to the 
latest projection shared by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF).
According to the IMF’s (4) 
report, India’s per capita GDP 
is likely to slump 10.3 per 
cent to $1,877 — the lowest in 
four years — due to the sharp 
economic contraction following 
the strictest nationwide 
lockdown in the world.
Bangladesh, on the other hand, 
is expected to see its per capita 
GDP in dollar terms to grow by 
four per cent to $1,888. It may 
be noted that the GDP figure 
for both countries is at current 
prices.
Gloomy projection
The IMF’s de-growth projection 
for India comes as a big blow 
after the country reported an 
abysmal 23.9 per cent GDP 
contraction in the first quarter 
of the calendar year.
What makes the projection 
worse is the fact that India was 
one of the top performers in 
terms of per capita GDP growth 
a few years ago. However, If the 
IMF’s projection turns out to be 
accurate, it will become one of 
the worst performers in terms 
of growth in South Asia.
As far as India is concerned, 
the per capita GDP projection 

makes the country the third-
poorest in South Asia, just 
above Pakistan and Nepal who 
are set to report a lower per 
capita GDP.
While Bangladesh has seen its 
per capita GDP growth over the 
years due to rising exports, the 
country is now set to overtake 
India which had a significant 
lead over it a few years ago.
Not just Bangladesh but 
Bhutan, Maldives and Sri Lanka 
are also set to outpace India’s 
per capita GDP in 2020-21.
It may be noted that India’s 
economy will be hardest-hit 
by the pandemic in South Asia 
besides Sri Lanka which is 
expected to see a contraction of 
roughly 4 per cent.
On the contrary, Nepal and 
Bhutan are expected to witness 
economic growth this year.
The IMF’s growth forecast at 
10.5 per cent in 2020-21 is 
gloomier than the projections 
given by the Reserve Bank of 
India at 9.5 per cent and the 
World Bank at 9.6 per cent.
The IMF’s economic outlook 
also indicated that India’s per 
capita GDP contraction is the 
third sharpest fall in the world 
after Spain and Italy. It will also 
be the worst decline among 
all developing nations and 
emerging economies.
Source:  https://www.
indiatoday.in/business/story/
imf-world-economic-outlook-

database-india-bangladesh-
per-capita-gdp-economic-
growth-1731438-2020-10-14

41. India is set to drop below 
Bangladesh in terms of 
per capita gross domestic 
product (GDP) this 
year, according to the 
International Monetary 
Fund .Why? ( analytical 
based) 

 (a) Canada is Bangladesh’s 
largest trading 
partner, with annual 
bilateral trade valued 
at approximately $19 
billion.

 (b) Labour laws are very 
strict .

 (c) Due to contraction 
in Indian Economy 
during lockdown and 
Bangladesh’s continuing 
increase in the growth 
rate has managed its 
per capita to overtake 
India’s.

 (d) Since five years the 
Bangladesh’s per capita 
GDP is nearly 70% 
higher than India’s.

42. The value of which work is 
added in the calculation of 
GDP? ( analytical based) 

 (a) Construction of new 
house by an artisan

 (b) A teacher teaching his 
own child

 (c) The value of resale of 
old shares

 (d) None of the above

43. What is the name of the 
report?

 (a) World Economic 
Outlook

 (b) World GDP Assessment
 (c) Global GDP Output
 (d) GDP Assessment

44. Among the major 
economies, which is the 
only country to show a 
positive growth rate of 
1.9% in 2020?

 (a) Russia 
 (b) China 
 (c) Japan 
 (d) South Korea

45. Which of the following 
statement is not true about 
the International Monetary 
Fund?

 (a) IMF was established 
along with the word 
bank

 (b) IMF is the result of 
the Bretton Woods 
conference

 (c) Christine Lagarde is the 
current Chief economist 
of the IMF

 (d) Currently 189 countries 
are the members of the 
IMF

41. (c) Due to contraction in 
Indian Economy during 
lockdown and Bangladesh’s 
continuing increase in the 
growth rate has managed its 
per capita to overtake India’s.

 (d) Since five years the 
Bangladesh’s per capita GDP 
is nearly 70% higher than 
India’s.

 The absolute GDP of India 
is almost over 10 times the 
size of Bangladesh, and is 

growing faster every year. But 
due to contraction in Indian 
Economy during lockdown 
and Bangladesh’s continuing 
increase in the growth rate 
has managed its per capita to 
overtake India’s.

42. (a) Construction of new 
house by an artisan

 Explanation: The value of the 
construction of a new house 
is added in the calculation 
of the GDP because it is a 

new production work in the 
economy

43. (a) World Economic Outlook
 As per the World Economic 

Outlook 2020, India’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) will 
witness a contraction of over 
10%.

44. (b) China 
 China is the only country, 

among the major economies, 
to show a positive growth rate 
of 1.9 per cent in 2020, it said. 

IMF in its report said that 
revisions to the forecast are 
particularly large for India, 
where GDP contracted much 
more severely than expected in 
the second quarter.

45. (c) Christine Lagarde is the 
current Chief economist of 
the IMF

 Gita Gopinath is the Chief  
economist of IMF.
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(Q.46-Q.50): 
A state of emergency has come 
into force in Kyrgyzstan, as rival 
protesters continued to fight at 
rallies in the capital, Bishkek. 
Shots were fired at the car of 
former president Almazbek 
Atambayev at one rally on 
Friday. He was unharmed.
Unrest has gripped the Central 
Asian country since a disputed 
parliamentary election 
last Sunday.On Tuesday, 
demonstrators stormed 
the country’s parliament, 
demanding that a new vote be 
held.
President Sooronbay Jeenbekov 
ordered a state of emergency to 
come into effect at 20:00 local 
time (14:00GMT) on Friday 
and last until 21 October.
A curfew and strict military 
restrictions have been imposed, 
including controls on who can 
travel in and out of the capital.
The decree also gives 
permission to the army to set 
up security posts in Bishkek, 
deploying soldiers and military 
hardware.
Fist fights broke out at 
demonstrations on Friday 
among groups supporting 
rival politicians who are vying 
to become the country’s new 
prime minister.
The landlocked country, 

which borders China, was 
part of the Soviet Union until 
independence in 1991. It 
has a reputation for holding 
semi-free and fair elections in 
comparison with some of its 
neighbours, but uprisings in 
2005 and 2010 swept previous 
presidents from power.
Fear and uncertainty as 
Kyrgyzstan mob rule spread
The violence this week has left 
at least one person dead and 
1,000 injured.
Source: https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-54481063

46. Ex-prisoner Sadyr Japarov 
confirmed as Kyrgyzstan 
president. He was serving 

jail term on what charges? ( 
one liner)

 (a) Homicide  
 (b) Kidnapping 
 (c) Sexual assault  
 (d) Bribery 

47. Recently the president of 
Kyrgyzstan resign quoting 
which line ?

 (a) who shed blood and 
shot at his own citizens

 (b) This is a war to end all 
wars.

 (c) Never think that war, no 
matter how necessary, 
nor how justified, is not 
a crime

 (d) Only the dead have seen 

the end of war
48. What is the capital of 

Kyrgyzstan?
 (a) Bishkek
 (b) Dushanbe 
 (c) Ashgabat 
 (d) Tashkent
49. Kyrgyzstan is a member 

of the Russia-led (CSTO). 
What does CSTO stands 
for?

 (a) Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation

 (b) Collaboration  Security 
Treaty Organisation

 (c) Common Security 
Treaty Organisation

 (d) Collaborative Security 
Treaty Organisation

50. Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
correct one.

 i. Kyrgyzstan, often 
referred to as Central Asia’s 
only democracy, had seen 
violent anti-government 
protests in the past.

 ii. In 2005 and 2010, 
sitting presidents were 
forced out of office in 
popular protests-

   ‘Tulip’ and ‘Melon’ 
revolutions.

 (a) Only I (b) Only ii
 (c) Both  (d) None

46. (b) Kidnapping 
 Sadyr Japarov, a nationalist 

politician who until last 
week was serving an 11-
year jail term on kidnapping 
charges, has been confirmed 
as president of Kyrgyzstan 
after his predecessor resigned 
following protests.

47. (b) This is a war to end all 
wars.

 After more than a week in 
hiding following a disputed 
election, the president 
of Kyrgyzstan — Central 
Asia’s only democracy — on 

Thursday announced his plans 
to resign, saying that he did 
not want to go down in history 
as a leader “who shed blood 
and shot at his own citizens.”

48. (a) Bishkek 
 Kyrgyzstan, officially the 

Kyrgyz Republic and also 
known as Kirghizia, is 
a landlocked country in 
Central Asia. It is bordered 
by Kazakhstan to the north, 
Uzbekistan to the west, 
Tajikistan to the southwest and 
China to the east. Its capital 

and largest city is Bishkek.
49. (a) Collective Security Treaty 

Organisation
 Kyrgyzstan is a member of the 

Russia-led Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation (CSTO).

 CSTO is a Russia-led military 
alliance of six former Soviet 
states that was created in 2002.

 Its aim is to ensure the 
collective defence of any 
member that faces external 
aggression.

 Members of CSTO: Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russian 

Federation and Tajikistan
50. (c) Both  
 Kyrgyzstan, often referred 

to as Central Asia’s only 
democracy, had seen violent 
anti-government protests in 
the past.

 In 2005 and 2010, sitting 
presidents were forced out 
of office in popular protests- 
‘Tulip’ and ‘Melon’ revolutions.

 The current protests began 
after early results of the 
parliamentary election were 
announced
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(Q.51-Q.55): 
India’s first ‘saviour sibling’ 
experiment is a success, reports 
The Hindu.
Previously, the blood cells from 
umbilical cord of a compatible 
sibling have been used to cure 
Thalassemia. However, this was 
the first time that a ‘saviour-
sibling’ was conceived through 
(ART) using pre-genetic 
diagnosis and screening test.
the one-year old ‘saviour 
sibling’ was conceived in-vitro 
by her parents to save her 
elder brother, Abhijeet, who 
was born with Thalassemia in 
November 2013.
When Abhijeet, unlike normal 
babies, did not achieve the 
growth milestones, the parents 
took him to doctor’s. The 
parents then learned that 
Abhijeet had Thalassemia 
major.
The “genetically engineered” 
baby girl, , was free from the 
family’s hereditary disease as 
well as transplant-compatible 
with his older brother.
However, girl had to grow up 
and weigh 10 kg before she 
could donate cord blood or 
hematopoietic stem cells for 
transplantation to save her 
critically ill sibling
Prior to the transplant, 
the patients receive special 
radiation (chemotherapy) 
and medicines to destroy the 
abnormal stem and temporarily 
suppress the immune system 

so that it won’t reject the donor 
cells after the transplant.
After the transplant, the doctor 
checks blood counts every day 
to see if new blood cells have 
started to grow in the bone 
marrow.
Abhijeet’s transplant took place 
in March this year, and since, 
Abhijeet hasn’t received blood 
transfusion, indicating that 
he is cured of Thalassemia. 
His haemoglobin count was 
reportedly 11.3.
Source:  https://swarajyamag.
com/news-brief/
explained-how-indias-
first-ever-saviour-sibling-
born-through-art-saved-life-of-
brother-with-thalassemia.

51. What does ART  means?

 (a) Assisted Reproductive 
Technology

 (b) Antiretroviral Therapy
 (c) Analysis, Research and 

Technology
 (d) Advanced research 

technology 

52. What are the two major 
types of Thalassemia?

 (a) Alpha & Beta
 (b) Alpha & Omega
 (c) Beta & Theta
 (d) Beta & Omega

53.  The world’s first saviour 
sibling was born in 2000 in 
US. What is the name?

 (a) Louise Joy Brown 
 (b) Adam Nash
 (c) Melissa Stern  

 (d) Abel Keith

54. Consider the following 
statements and select the 
false statements.

 i. Frequent blood 
transfusions can result in 
too much iron in the blood

 ii. Thalassemia is contagious
 iii. Symptoms include 

fatigue and bleeding.
 (a)  i & ii    
 (b) i & iii
 (c) ii & iii   
 (d) All of the above

55.  What is the name of the 
baby Girl?

 (a) Kriti (b) Kajal 
(c) Kavya (d) kiara

51. (a) Assisted Reproductive 
Technology

 IVF is one of the more widely 
known types of Assisted 
Reproductive Technology 
(ART).

52. (a) Alpha & Beta
 Alpha thalassemia: a condition 

in which the body does not 
produce enough alpha globin 
(a component of hemoglobin). 
Beta thalassemia: a condition 

in which the body does not 
produce enough beta globin 
(another component of 
hemoglobin).

53. (b) Adam Nash
 Adam’s parents conceived him 

through in-vitro fertilization 
and preimplantation genetic 
diagnosis (PGD) so he could 
donate cord blood to his 
sister, Molly, who was born 
with Fanconi Anaemia and 

be free of the disease himself.
Adam was born on August 29, 
2000 by Caesarean section.In 
October 2000, the blood from 
Adam’s umbilical cord was 
transplanted to his sister.

54. (c) ii & iii  
 The only radical cure for 

homozygous thalassemia is to 
transplant bone marrow from 
an HLA-identical donor who 
is normal or heterozygous for 

thalassemia, which is capable 
of producing and maintaining 
a normal hemoglobin level in 
the recipient.

55. (c) Kavya 
 The Saviour Sibling named 

Kavya saved her 6-year-
old brother (suffering from 
Thalassemia).
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(Q.56-Q.60): 
The Supreme Court (SC) 
October 14, 2020 upheld a 
order of the Madras High Court 
(HC) on the Nilgiris elephant 
corridor, affirming the right of 
passage of the animals and the 
closure of resorts in the area.
The Madras HC had 
declared that the Tamil 
Nadu government was fully 
empowered under the ‘Project 
Elephant’ of the Union 
government as well as  article 
(-) of the Constitution to notify 
the elephant corridor in the 
state’s Nilgiris district.The 
elephant corridor is situated in 
the Masinagudi area near the  
National Park in the Nilgris 
district. 
“The Supreme Court Bench 
of S Abdul Nazeer and Sanjiv 
Khanna dismissed the special 
leave petition filed by the 
Hospitality Association  and 
Others against the 2011 
Judgment of the Madras HC,” 
Vishal Sinha, an advocate in 
the case, told Down To Earth 
(DTE).
The court also allowed the 
formation of a committee led 
by a retired HC judge and 
two other persons to hear the 
individual objections of resort 
owners and private land owners 
within the corridor space.
“Many petitioners argued 
they had due permissions to 
operate their resorts and were 
inhabitants of the area living 

in residential spaces. The SC 
then expressed its inclination 
to appoint a three-member 
enquiry committee to look at 
the grievances of all petitioners 
and take a call as to which 
establishments should be 
demolished or relocated,” Sinha 
told DTE.
Chief Justice of India Sharad 
Bobde had stated “the area 
was a fragile ecosystem, where 
the will of men must give way 
to elephants,” during the last 
hearings in the case in January 
2020.
The Supreme Court, in August 
2018, had directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to seal or 
close 11 hotels and resorts 
constructed on the elephant 
corridor in the Nilgiri Hills in 
violation of the law, within the 
next 48 hours. The court had 
taken the decision after hearing 
another petition on the same 
issue.
A bench headed by Justice 

Madan B Lokur had also 
directed that resorts and hotels 
with valid permits would have 
to produce their papers to the 
district collector within 24 
hours. 
The collector would verify the 
documents and if s / he arrived 
at the conclusion that a resort 
or hotel had been constructed 
without prior approval, the 
same was to be closed down 
within 48 hours.
Source : https://www.
downtoearth.org.in/news/
wildlife-biodiversity/
nilgiris-elephant-corridor-sc-
upholds-madras-hc-order-
affirming-animals-right-of-
passage-73791#:~:text=The%20
Supreme%20Court%20
(SC)%20October,of%-
20resorts%20in%20
the%20area.&text=The%20
court%20had%20taken%20
the,petition%20on%20the%20
same%20issue.

56. 56. ‘Right of Passage’, an 

800-page study released in 
August 2017, published by?

 (a) WWF-India  
 (b) Nature Conservation 

Foundation
 (c) Traffic  
 (d) Wildlife Trust of India

57. Project Elephant launched 
by the Government of 
India in which year?

 (a) 1992 (b) 1998 
(c) 1993 (d) 2000

58. Supreme Court (SC) upheld 
an order of the Madras 
High Court (HC) on the 
Nilgiris elephant corridor, 
affirming the right of 
passage of the animals. The 
order is of what year?

 (a) 2010 (b) 2011 
(c) 2012 (d) 2013

59. Elephant census is 
conducted once in how 
many years?  

 (a) 2 (b) 4 
 (c) 5 (d) 6

60. To protect and improve 
the natural environment 
including forests, lakes, 
rivers and wild life, and 
to have compassion for 
living creatures is which 
fundamental duty?

 (a) 51 A (e) 
 (b) 51 A (c) 
 (c) 51 A (d) 
 (d) 51 A (g)

56. (d) Wildlife Trust of India
 ‘Right of Passage’, an 800-

page study released in August 
2017, authored by experts and 
published by the Wildlife Trust 
of India (WTI) identifies and 
records details pertaining to 
101 elephant corridors across 
India.

57. (a) 1992
 Project Elephant was launched 

in 1992 by the Government of 
India Ministry of Environment 

and Forests to provide 
financial and technical support 
to wildlife management efforts 
by states for their free-ranging 
populations of wild Asian 
Elephants.

58. (b) 2011
 Supreme Court (SC) upheld 

the 2011 order of the Madras 
High Court (HC) on the 
Nilgiris elephant corridor, 
affirming the right of passage 
of the animals and the closure 

of resorts in the area
59. (c) 5
 World Elephant Day is an 

international annual event on 
August 12, dedicated to the 
preservation and protection of 
the world’s elephants. Elephant 
census is conducted once in 
5 years under the aegis of 
Project elephant.

60. (d) 51 A( g)
 It said that the government 

is fully empowered under the 

‘Project Elephant’ of the Union 
government as well as Article 
51 A(g) of the Constitution to 
notify the elephant corridor in 
the state’s Nilgiris district.

 Article 51 A(g): It shall be 
the duty of every citizen of 
India to protect and improve 
the natural environment 
including forests, lakes, 
rivers and wildlife and to 
have compassion for living 
creatures.
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(Q.61-Q.65): 
India and France were re-
elected as the president and 
co- president respectively of 
the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) for a two-year term at 
its third assembly that began 
Wednesday.
According to an ISA statement, 
representatives of (2) were 
chosen as the vice-presidents 
for Asia Pacific Region of the 
first treaty-based international 
government organization 
headquartered in India. While 

Mauritius and Niger will be 
the vice-presidents for Africa 
Region; UK and Netherlands 
will hold this responsibility for 
Europe. Also, Cuba and Guyana 
assumed the vice presidency for 
Latin America and Caribbean 
region.
ISA has been viewed as a 
counterweight against China’s 
ambitious One Belt One 
Road initiative that seeks 
to invest billions of dollars 
in infrastructure projects 
including railways, ports and 

power grids across Asia, Africa 
and Europe. Indian state-run 
firms on their part have been 
trying to leverage ISA to land 
projects in its member nations 
under the (CSCA) initiative.
“The Assembly also approved 
the initiatives of the ISA 
Secretariat in institutionalizing 
ISA’s engagement with the 
private and public corporate 
sector through the (CSCA). 
Ten public sector organisations 
in India presented a cheque 
for 1 million USD each at the 

assembly,” the statement added.
Source : https://www.livemint.
com/

61. The first two assemblies 
were held in India in which 
years?

 (a) 2019 and 2020 
 (b) 2018 and 2019 
 (c) 2014 and 2016 
 (d) 2013 and 2017

62. Fill in the blank (2)
 (a) Fiji and Nauru  
 (b) Tuvalu and Marshall 

Island
 (c) Tonga and Niue  
 (d) Samoa and Niue

63.  International Solar Alliance 
was founded by India in 
which year it was launched ?

 (a) 2014 (b) 2015 
(c) 2016 (d) 2018

64. Dr. Bhim Singh and  Dr. 
Aaesha Alnuaimi were 
awarded which award? 

 (a) Kalpana Chawla award 
 (b) Visvesvaraya award
 (c) Diwakar Award
 (d) Von karman award

65. Nicaragua the latest country 
to sign the agreement ISA 
is the ____ country to do 
so.

 (a) 85th  (b) 90th 
(c) 87th (d) 77th 

61. (b) 2018 and 2019 
 The first two assemblies were 

held in India in 2018 and 
2019The first Assembly of 
the ISA was held from 2nd to 
5th October 2018 in Greater 
Noida, National Capital 
Region, India.The event was 
held in collaboration with 
Second Global REINVEST, ISA 
India partnership, Renewable 
Energy and Investors Meet & 
Expo and was hosted by GOI

62. (a) Fiji and Nauru 
According to an ISA statement, 
representatives of Fiji and 
Nauru were chosen as the 
vice-presidents for Asia Pacific 
Region of the first treaty-based 
international government 
organization headquartered in 
India.

63. (b) 2015
 The launch of the International 

Solar Alliance (ISA) was 
announced by H.E. Mr. 

Narendra Modi, the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of India and 
H.E. Mr. Francois Hollande, 
former Hon’ble President of 
France on 30th November 
2015

64. (a) Kalpana Chawla award 
 the Kalpana Chawla award, 

named after the American 
astronaut of Indian origin. The 
award recognizes outstanding 
contribution of scientists and 
engineers working in the field 

of solar energy. The inaugural 
award in this category was 
conferred to Dr. Bhim Singh 
from IIT Delhi (India), and Dr. 
Aaesha Alnuaimi (UAE) from 
Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority (DEWA).

65. (c) 87th
 Nicaragua, a Central American 

country is the 87th and the 
latest country to sign the 
agreement.
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(Q.66-Q.70): 
The archipelago voted to 
remain French with 53.26% of 
votes, according to final results 
reported by AFP news agency. 
Turnout - at 85.6% - was high.
In a similar vote two years 
ago, the margin was slightly 
wider, with 56.7% voting to 
stayFrench.
New Caledonia has been a 
French territory for nearly 170 
years.
French President Emmanuel 
Macron welcomed the result 
as a “sign of confidence in 
the republic”, adding he also 
felt “humility” in view of the 
results. The referendum was 
part of a series of votes agreed 
two decades ago, following 
bouts of violence in the 1980s 
over the issue of independence 
between the islands’ indigenous 
Kanak people and descendants 
of European settlers.

Kanaks represent around 
40% of the population, while 
Europeans, mostly born in 
the territory, make up about a 
third. Others come from other 
Pacific islands or are of mixed 
heritage. Several agreements 
were signed including the 
1998, which set out a roadmap 
for greater autonomy for the 
territory.
Under this agreement, New 
Caledonia is allowed up to three 
referendums on independence. 
A third referendum can take 
place by (3) , if requested by a 
third of the local assembly.
New Caledonia has large 
deposits of nickel, a vital 
component in manufacturing 
electronics, and is seen by 
France as a strategic political 
and economic asset in the 
region.
It enjoys a large degree of 
autonomy but depends heavily 

on France for matters like 
defence and education and still 
receives large subsidies from 
Paris.
Source: https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-54410059

66. New Caledonia was 
discovered in 1774 by?

 (a) James Cook
 (b) Marco Polo 
 (c) Matthew flinders 
 (d) Christopher Columbus

67. What is the capital of New 
Caledonia?

 (a) Kuto 
 (b) Noumea 
 (c) Nang 
 (d) Kone

68. A third referendum can 
take place by what year, if 
requested by a third of the 
local assembly?

 (a) 2021 (b) 2023 
(c) 2022 (d) 2024

69. The referendum was a part 
of a decolonisation plan 
agreed in 1998, known as 
the?

 (a) Honda Accord 
 (b) Paris Accord 
 (c) Noumea Accord. 
 (d) Kone Accord

70. Where is New Caledonia 
located?

 (a) Southwest Pacific 
Ocean. 

 (b) Northwest Pacific 
Ocean.

 (c) Northeast Pacific 
Ocean. 

 (d) Southeast Pacific Ocean.

66. (a) James Cook 
 The Island was discovered by a 

British Navigator James Cook 
in 1774. It was annexed by 
France in 1853.

67. (b) Noumea
 The capital, Nouméa, is 

home to French-influenced 

restaurants and luxury 
boutiques selling Parisian 
fashions

68. (b) 2023
 Since the 2020 referendum 

resulted in New Caledonia 
remaining French, there 
will be a third, and final, 

referendum in 2022 if one 
third of the Congress of 
New Caledonia, the local 
legislature, agrees to allow the 
vote to be held.

69. (c) Noumea Accord. 
 The referendum was a part of 

a decolonisation plan agreed 

in 1998, known as the Noumea 
Accord.

70. (a) Southwest Pacific Ocean. 
The New Caledonia is a French 
territory located in southwest 
Pacific Ocean
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(Q.71-Q.75): 
CRIMES AGAINST women 
increased 7.3 per cent from 
2018 to 2019, and crimes 
against Scheduled Castes also 
went up 7.3 per cent in the 
same period, according to the 
annual National Crime Record 
Bureau’s “Crime in India” 2019 
report released on Tuesday.
In terms of absolute numbers, 
Uttar Pradesh reported the 
highest number of cases in both 
these categories. But Assam 
reported the highest rate of 
crimes against women (per lakh 
population), while Rajasthan 
had the highest rate of crimes 
against Scheduled Castes.

“A total of 4,05,861 cases of 
crime against women were 
registered during 2019, 
showing an increase of 7.3% 

over 2018 (3,78,236 cases). 
Majority of cases under crime 
against women under IPC 
were registered under ‘cruelty 
by husband or his relatives’ 
(30.9%), followed by ‘assault 
on women with intent to 
outrage her modesty’ (21.8%), 
‘kidnapping & abduction 
of women’ (17.9%) and 
‘rape’ (7.9%). The crime rate 
registered per lakh women 
population is 62.4 in 2019 in 
comparison with 58.8 in 2018,” 
says the NCRB report.
UP reported the highest 
number of crimes against 
women (59,853), accounting 
for 14.7 per cent of such cases 
across the country. It was 
followed by Rajasthan (41,550 
cases; 10.2 per cent) and 
Maharashtra (37,144 cases; 
9.2 per cent). Assam reported 

the highest rate of crime 
against women at 177.8 (per 
lakh population), followed by 
Rajasthan (110.4) and Haryana 
(108.5).
Rajasthan reported the highest 
number of rapes with 5,997 
cases, followed by UP (3,065) 
and Madhya Pradesh (2,485). 
In terms of rate of rape cases, 
Rajasthan was the highest at 
15.9 (per lakh population), 
followed by Kerala (11.1) and 
Haryana (10.9).
UP also had the highest 
number of crimes against girl 
children under the POCSO 
Act with 7,444 cases, followed 
by Maharashtra (6,402) and 
MP (6,053). The highest rate 
of these crimes were in Sikkim 
(27.1 per lakh population), MP 
(15.1), and Haryana (14.6).
Source : https://indianexpress.

com/article/india/ncrb-data-
7-rise-in-crimes-against-
women-6636529/

71. Which state has highest 
cases booked under IPC as 
per NCRB?

 (a) Tamil Nadu 
 (b) Uttar Pradesh 
 (c) Madhya Pradesh 
 (d) Maharashtra

72. Data for the report is 
collected by?

 (a) National Data Bank for 
Crimes

 (b) National  Crime Data 
collecting Statistics 

 (c) Indian Crime Bureau
 (d) State Crime Records 

Bureaux    

73. The NCRB released Crime 
report 2019 recently after 
how many years of delay?

 (a) 1 (b) 2 
 (c) 3 (d) 4

74. National Crime Records 
Bureau’s headquarter is in 
where?

 (a) Mumbai 
 (b) Delhi 
 (c) Karnataka 
 (d) Tamil Nadu

75. The first edition of ‘Crime 
in India’ pertains to which 
year ?

 (a) 1953 (b) 1964 
(c) 1977 (d) 1968

71. (b) Uttar Pradesh
 Uttar Pradesh reported the 

highest number of cases under 
IPC in 2019. Around 56% of 
the cases in UP, i.e. 3.53 lakh 
cases were registered under 
IPC.  In Maharashtra, two-
thirds of the cases registered 
are under IPC (3.41 lakh 
cases), closely followed by 
Delhi

72. (d) State Crime Records 

Bureaux     
 The data for the report is 

collected by State Crime 
Records Bureaux (SCRBx) 
from the District Crime 
Records Bureaux (DCRBx) 
and sent to NCRB at the end of 
every calendar year under the 
reference.

73. (b) 2
 National Crime Records 

Bureau has released the annual 

“Crime in India Report 2017”. 
The report has been released 
after a delay of 2 years.

74. (b) Delhi 
 NCRB, headquartered in 

New Delhi, was set-up in 
1986 under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to function as 
a repository of information 
on crime and criminals so 
as to assist the investigators 
in linking crime to the 

perpetrators.
75. (a) 1953
 This is the oldest and the 

most prestigious publication 
brought out by NCRB. The 
first edition of ‘Crime in India’ 
pertains to the year 1953 and 
the latest edition of the report 
pertains to the year 2019.
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(Q.76-Q.80): 
A Memorandum of 
Cooperation has been signed 
with Japan wherein mutual 
exchange of knowledge and 
technology on (1) and other 
cooperation will be done 
between the two nations, Union 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
informed mediapersons on 
Tuesday.  The ambitious 
agreement provides for 
cooperation in 5G technology, 
artificial intelligence and an 
array of other critical areas 
as the two strategic partners 
vowed to further broadbase 
their ties including in the Indo-
Pacific region
After a meeting between 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and his Japanese 
counterpart Toshimitsu Motegi 
in Tokyo on Wednesday, it 
was announced that Japan 
agreed to be the lead partner 
in the connectivity pillar of the 
Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative 
(IPOI).
The IPOI is an India-backed 
framework aimed at making 
meaningful efforts to create 
a safe and secure maritime 
domain in the Indo-Pacific, 
a region where China has 
been expanding its military 
assertiveness triggering global 
concerns.
Jaishankar, in a tweet, said 

further expansion of India-
Japan collaboration in third 
countries with focus on 
development projects also 
figured in the  India-Japan 
foreign ministers’ strategic 
dialogue.
Source: https://www.india.
com/news/india/india-
japan-sign-key-pact-for-
cooperation-in-5g-tech-ai-
and-critical-information-
infrastructure-4165768/

76. Both countries agreed to 
sign a Memorandum of 
Cooperation (MoC) in the 
field of what?

 (a) Cyber security
 (b) Digital Market
 (c) Healthcare 
 (d) Industry Goods

77. What edition of the 
dialogue was it?

 (a) 12th (b) 13th
 (c) 14th (d) 15th

78. Which country launched 
the Indo-Pacific Oceans 
Initiative (IPOI) at the East 
Asia Summit in November 
2019?

 (a) China 
 (b) Philippines 
 (c) India 
 (d) Sri Lanka

79. Consider the following 
statements and choose the 
correct ones.

 i.; MOC will attract 
stakeholders in the Indian 
5G sector as it gets ready to 

open up for international 
operators.

 ii It is possible that the 
Chinese companies are 
not allowed to participate 
in the 5G arena in India 
due to recent Indo-China 
tensions

 (a) only I (b) only ii 
(c) both (d) none

80. India and Japan defence 
forces organize a series of 
bilateral exercises. Which 
of the following is not one 
of them?

 (a) Jimex   
 (b) Shinyuu Maitri 
 (c) Dharma Guardian 
 (d) Shakti

76. (a) Cyber security 
 India and Japan recently 

held 13th India-Japan 
Foreign Ministers’ Strategic 
Dialogue in which inter-
alia both countries agreed 
to sign a Memorandum of 
Cooperation (MoC) in the 
field of cybersecurity that 
will promote cooperation 
in key areas such as 5G 
network, Critical Information 
Infrastructure, Internet of 
Things (IoT) and Artificial 
Intelligence.

77. (b) 13th

 India and Japan recently held 
13th India-Japan Foreign 
Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue 
in which inter-alia both 
countries agreed to sign a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
(MoC) in the field of 
cybersecurity.

78. (c) India
 India launched the Indo-

Pacific Oceans Initiative 
(IPOI) at the East Asia Summit 
in November 2019.

 It focuses on seven 
central pillars conceived 
around Maritime Security, 

Maritime Ecology, Maritime 
Resources, Capacity Building 
and Resource Sharing, 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management, Science, 
Technology and Academic 
Cooperation, and Trade 
Connectivity and Maritime 
Transport.

79. (c) both
 It will enhance cooperation 

in areas of mutual interest, 
which in clude capacity 
building in the area of 
cyberspace, protection of 
critical infrastructure, sharing 

information on cybersecurity, 
developing joint mechanisms 
for practical cooperation to 
mitigate cyber threats etc.

80. (d) Shakti
 The joint military exercise 

between the Indian and the 
French armies, ‘SHAKTI-2019’ 
concluded on 13 November 
2019. A biennial exercise 
conducted alternately in 
India and France, the series 
commenced in 2011.
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(Q.81-Q.85): 
Aiming zero preventable 
maternal and newborn 
deaths in India, the central 
government on Thursday 
launched the (SUMAN) 
scheme, under which pregnant 
women, mothers up to 6 
months after delivery, and all 
sick newborns will be able to 
avail free healthcare benefits.
“The scheme will largely help 
in bringing down maternal and 
infant mortality rates in the 
country. Under the scheme, 
the beneficiaries visiting public 
health facilities are entitled 
to several free services. These 
include at least four ante natal 

check-ups that also includes 
one checkup during the 1st 
trimester, at least one checkup 
under the scheme, Iron Folic 
Acid supplementation, Tetanus 
diptheria injection and other 
components of comprehensive 
ANC package and six home-
based newborn care visits,” said 
Union health minister Harsh 
Vardhan while launching the 
scheme.
Under the scheme there will 
be zero expense access to 
identification and management 
of complications during and 
after the pregnancy. The 
government will also provide 
free transport from home to 
health institutions. There will 

be assured referral services with 
scope of reaching health facility 
within one hour of any critical 
case emergency and Drop back 
from institution to home after 
due discharge (minimum 48 
hrs). Under the scheme, the 
pregnant women will have 
a zero expense delivery and 
C-section facility in case of 
complications at public health 
facilities,” an official statement 
said.
The government has said it 
will ensure respectful care 
with privacy and dignity, with 
early initiation and support 
for breastfeeding, zero dose 
vaccination and free and 
zero expense services for sick 
newborns and neonates.
Source: https://www.
livemint.com/news/india/
government-launches-
suman-scheme-assures-free-
medicines-for-pregnant-
women-11570704991082.html

81. In the conference, the 
emphasis was laid upon 
four pillars of healthcare, 
which one of them is not 
one of them?

 (a) Mission mode 
interventions,

 (b) Quality, accessible, and 
affordable healthcare 
services,

 (c) Universal health 
coverage, and

 (d) Women safety

82. CCHFW is an apex 

advisory body set up 
under which article of the 
Constitution?

 (a) 264 
 (b) 263
 (c) 262 
 (d) 261

83. What does Suman stands 
for?

 (a) Surakshit Matri 
Aashwasan

 (b) Surakshit Maitri 
Aashwasan

 (c) Surakshit Matreka 
Aashwasan

 (d) Surakshit Matritva 
Aashwasan

84. According to whose data, 
Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR) has dropped by 8% 
in India to 130 per 100,000 
live births?

 (a) Niti Ayog
 (b) NOWSA
 (c) Guria India
 (d) Action Aid

85. Suman was launched 
in 13th Conference of 
the Central Council of 
Health and Family Welfare 
(CCHFW) held in?

 (a) Mumbai 
 (b) Chennai 
 (c) New Delhi 
 (d) Kerala

81.  (d) Women safety
 four pillars of healthcare 

include
 Mission mode interventions,
 Quality, accessible, and 

affordable healthcare services,
 Universal health coverage, and
 Adequate health 

infrastructure.
82. (b) 263
 It is an apex advisory body 

set up under Article 263 of 

the Constitution to provide 
support and advice to the 
Department of Health, 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare on policy 
formulation and to consider 
and recommend broad lines 
of policy in regard to matters 
concerning health.

83. (d) Surakshit Matritva 
Aashwasan

 Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan 

(SUMAN): This initiative aims 
to achieve zero preventable 
Maternal and Newborn 
Deaths. On the occasion, its 
website and the grievance 
redressal portal was also 
launched.

84. (a) Niti Ayog
 According to the NITI Aayog 

data, Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR) has dropped by 8% 
in India to 130 per 100,000 

live births. The aim is to get 
it in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goal of 70 per 
100,000 live births by 2030.

85. (c) New Delhi
 the 13th Conference of the 

Central Council of Health and 
Family Welfare (CCHFW) was 
held in New Delhi.
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(Q.86-Q.90): 
Union Education Minister 
Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’ virtually launched the 
‘KAPILA’ Kalam Program for 
Intellectual Property Literacy 
and Awareness campaign on 
the 89th birth anniversary of 
former President and Scientist 
Late Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. 
Minister of State for Education 
Shri Sanjay Dhotre also graced 
the occasion. Secretary, Higher 
Education, Shri Amit Khare; 
Chairman of All India Council 
for Technical Education, 
Professor Anil Sahasrabuddhe, 
Vice-Chairman Dr. M.P. 
Poonia, and Member Secretary, 
Dr. Rajive Kumar were also 
present at the event.
Speaking on the occasion 
the Minister said that it is 
necessary not only to invent 
for the self-sufficiency of the 
country, but also to patent the 
inventions. Patent of inventions 
will lead India towards Self-
Reliance, he said. India has a 
proud history of Nalanda and 
Takshila Universities so we 
already had the intellectual 
property inherited within our 
culture. India has to again lead 
the world as Vishwaguru in 
the field of patents, he added. 
On ‘National Innovation Day’, 
this important initiative has 
been taken towards making 
India self-reliant, he said. 
Under this campaign, students 
pursuing education in higher 
educational institutions will get 
information about the correct 

system of application process 
for patenting their invention 
and they will be aware of their 
rights. He further said that we 
need to take a giant leap in the 
field of patents. The Minister 
said that we have to workt in 
a mission mode as we have 
ample resources that need to 
be tapped in the field of IP. He 
appealed to the youth of this 
country to come ahead with 
their inventions. He highlighted 
that there is sufficient talent 
in the country, now we have 
to blend it towards patent. 
We will facilitate the colleges 
and institutions to encourage 
more and more students to file 
patents. The Minister appealed 
the Indian students to stay 
in the country and study. he 
urge them to stay in India to 
showcase their talent in the 
‘New India’ of 21st Century.
Source: https://
indiaeducationdiary.in/
union-education-minister-
virtually-launches-kapila-
kalam-program-for-ip-literacy-
and-awareness-education-
campaign-will-bring-
awareness-towards-patenting-
of-inventions/

86. Patent filing in India is 
governed by which act?

 (a) Patents Act, 1970. 
 (b) Patents Act, 1972
 (c) The Designs Act, 2000
 (d) The copyright act, 1957

87. According to the World 
Intellectual Property 

Organisation (WIPO), 
India stands at what 
position on number of 
patents filed?

 (a) 10th (b) 7th
 (c) 5th (d) 2nd

88. APJ Abdul Kalam. What 
does APJ stands for?

 (a) Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen
 (b) Achit Pakir 

Jainulabdeen
 (c) Aakesh Pakir 

Jainulabdeen
 (d) Aalap Pakir 

Jainulabdeen

89. Consider the following 
statements and select the 
correct statements.

 i. Under this campaign, 
students pursuing 
education in higher 
educational institutions 
will get information about 
the correct system of 
application process for 
patenting their invention.

 ii. For India to become a 
USD 5 trillion economy 

by 2024-25, students 
and scientists have to be 
more aware of protecting 
intellectual property (IP).

 (a) Only I 
 (b) Only ii 
 (c) Both  
 (d) None 

90. Consider the following 
statements and select the 
false statements.

 i. The Institution Innovation 
Council (IIC 2.0) annual 
report was also presented 
on the occasion. 

 ii. The launch of IIC 3.0 
and its website were also 
announced. 

 iii. It has also been decided 
to celebrate the week of 
October 15th to 23rd 
as ‘Intellectual Property 
Literacy Week’. 

 (a) Only ii 
 (b) ii & iii 
 (c) All of the above  
 (d) None 

86. (a) Patents Act, 1970. 
Patent filing in India is 
governed by Patents Act, 1970.

87. (b) 7th
 Global Ranking: According to 

the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO), India 
stands at the 7th position on 
number of patents filed.

88. (a) Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen
 Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul 

Kalam was an Indian aerospace 
scientist and politician who 
served as the 11th President of 
India from 2002 to 2007.

89. (c) Both 
 The program will facilitate 

the colleges and institutions 
to encourage more and more 
students to file patents and 
everyone engaged in research 
and development must apply 

to preserve and safeguard their 
inventions.

90. (d) None 
 The Institution Innovation 

Council annual report (IIC 
2.0) was also presented and 
the launch of IIC 3.0 was 
announced.

 IIC was established by the 
Ministry of Education in 2018.

 IIC envisions to promote 

innovation in young students 
by encouraging, inspiring 
and nurturing them to work 
with new innovative ideas 
through periodic activities 
related to innovation and 
entrepreneurship.
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(Q.91-Q.95): 
The United Nations recently 
announced that around 50 
countries have ratified the UN 
Treaty to ban Nuclear Weapons. 
This has triggered the treaty 
into force. The treaty was 
opposed by the United States 
and other nuclear powers. 
The Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) 
includes a comprehensive set of 
prohibitions on participating in 
any nuclear weapon activities. 
These include undertakings 
not to develop, test, produce, 
acquire, possess, stockpile, 
use or threaten to use nuclear 
weapons. The Treaty also 
prohibits the deployment of 
nuclear weapons on national 
territory and the provision of 
assistance to any State in the 
conduct of prohibited activities. 
States parties will be obliged 
to prevent and suppress any 
activity prohibited under 
the TPNW undertaken by 
persons or on territory under 
its jurisdiction or control. The 
Treaty also obliges States parties 
to provide adequate assistance 
to individuals affected by 
the use or testing of nuclear 
weapons, as well as to take 
necessary and appropriate 
measure of environmental 
remediation in areas under 
its jurisdiction or control 
contaminated as a result of 
activities related to the testing 
or use of nuclear weapons.
The Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons was 

adopted by the Conference (by 
a vote of 122 States in favour 
(with one vote against and 
one abstention) at the United 
Nations on 7 July 2017, and 
opened for signature by the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations on 20 September 
2017. It will enter into force 90 
days after the [1] instrument 
of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession has been 
deposited.

91. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) 50th  
 (b) 60th
 (c) 100th  
 (d) 120th 

92. Which of the following 
Nation’s ratification made 
the treaty to come into 
effect? 

 (a) Costa Rica  
 (b) Honduras  
 (c) Belize  
 (d) El Salvador 

93. Which of the following 
were against the treaty? 

 (a) United States  
 (b) France  
 (c) China  
 (d) All of the above. 

94. Who is the executive 
director of the ICAN 
[International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapon]? 

 (a) Dimity Hawkins
 (b) Bill Williams
 (c) Tilman Ruff  
 (d) Beatrice Fihn 

95. Which of the following is 
the position India with 
regards to the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons? 

 (a) India voted in favour of 
the Treaty 

 (b) India voted against the 
Treaty 

 (c) India Abstained from 
voting 

 (d) India is not a part of 
the members of the 
organisation. 

91. (a) 50th 
92. (b) Honduras  
93. (d) All of the above. 
94. (d) Beatrice Fihn
95. (c) India Abstained from  

      voting
Solution : 
The United Nations announced 
Saturday that 50 countries have 
ratified a UN treaty to ban nuclear 

weapons triggering its entry into 
force in 90 days, a move hailed by 
anti-nuclear activists but strongly 
opposed by the United States and 
the other major nuclear powers.
As of Friday, the treaty had 49 
signatories, and UN officials 
said the 50th ratification from 
Honduras had been received.
This moment has been 75 years 

coming since the horrific attacks 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and 
the founding of the UN which 
made nuclear disarmament 
a cornerstone, said Beatrice 
Fihn, executive director of the 
International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons, the 2017 Nobel 
Peace Prize-winning coalition 
whose work helped spearhead the 

nuclear ban treaty.
India abstained from voting for 
the treaty. According to India, 
it recognises the Geneva based 
Conference on Disarmament as 
the only powerful multilateral 
disarmament negotiation forum.
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(Q.96-Q.100): 
The 20th Amendment to the 
Constitution of Sri Lanka was 
passed with a 91-vote majority 
as 156 legislators in the 
225-member parliament voted 
in favour. Sixty-five legislators 
voted against. With the change, 
Rajapaksa will be able to hold 
ministries as well as appoint 
and fire ministers. He will also 
be the appointing authority 
of the elections, public 
service, police, human rights, 
and bribery or corruption 
investigation commissions.
These commissions were 
perceived independent with 
a constitutional council 
comprising legislators from 
different political parties and 
civil personalities making 

the appointments. With the 
amendment, the constitutional 
council is abolished for a 
parliamentary council whose 
observations the president is 
not bound to implement.
The 20th Amendment’s passage 
comes at a time when the 
country is facing a new wave of 
COVID-19, with the number 
of cases rapidly increasing — 
after Sri Lanka contained the 
pandemic in the early months 
— to 6,028 cases and 14 deaths 
as of Thursday evening.

96. Which of the following is 
false regarding the 20Th 
amendment? 

 (a) The 20th Amendment 
allows the person with 
dual citizenship to 

assume political office. 
 (b) The 20th Amendment 

strengthens the powers 
of the President. 

 (c) The 20th Amendment 
strengthens the power 
of the Prime Minister. 

 (d) The 20 Amendment has 
rolled back the changes 
brought forth by the 
19th amendment. 

97. What is the objective of the 
20th amendment?

 (a) To expand the powers of 
the President 

 (b) To expand the powers of 
the Prime Minister

 (c) To expand make the 
parliament of the 
country stronger 

 (d) All of the above. 

98. The current president of 
the Sri Lanka, Rajapaksa 
renounced the citizenship 
of which country 
before standing for the 
Presidential election? 

 (a) India 
 (b) USA
 (c) Switzerland 
 (d) Australia 

99. Which of the following 
changes does the 20th 
amendment brings to the 
constitution? 

 (a) It allows the president 
to dissolve Parliament 
after two years and 
six months of it being 
elected.

 (b) The 20th Amendment 
allows the person with 
dual citizenship to 
assume political office.

 (c) The resident  will be 
able to hold ministries 
as well as appoint and 
fire ministers.

 (d) All of the above. 

100. What was the objective of 
the 19th amendment to the 
Sri Lanka’s constitution? 

 (a) To weaken the powers 
of the President 

 (b) To weaken the power of 
the Prime Minister

 (c) To restrict the people 
with dual citizenship to 
assume political office. 

 (d) None of the above. 

96.  (c) The 20th Amendment 
97. (a) To expand the powers of  

 the President 
98. (b) USA
99. (d) All of the above. 
100.(a) To weaken the powers of  

 the President  
Solution: 
Sri Lanka’s parliament approved 
20th constitutional amendment 

that will concentrate power with 
the president and allow duel 
citizens to hold political office, 
which could strengthen President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s familial 
political clout. While the 19th 
Amendment had weakened the 
powers of the President. 
With the change, Rajapaksa will 
be able to hold ministries as well 

as appoint and fire ministers. 
He will also be the appointing 
authority of the elections, public 
service, police, human rights, and 
bribery or corruption investigation 
commissions.
These commissions were perceived 
independent with a constitutional 
council comprising legislators 
from different political parties 

and civil personalities making 
the appointments. With the 
amendment, the constitutional 
council is abolished for a 
parliamentary council whose 
observations the president is not 
bound to implement.
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(Q.101-Q.105): 
[1] is observed as World Polio 
Day every year in order to call 
on countries to stay vigilant in 
their fight against the disease. 
As per the WHO, since 1980, 
the cases of wild poliovirus 
have decreased by over 99.9 per 
cent as a result of vaccination 
efforts made around the world.
World Polio Day was 
established by Rotary 
International over a decade ago 
to commemorate the birth of 
[2], who led the first team to 
develop the vaccine against the 
disease.
In the last three decades, the 
Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative (GPEI), led by 
national governments and the 
WHO, has been monitoring 
the disease situation globally. 
In 2019, polio outbreaks were 
recorded in the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Ghana, Myanmar, 
China, Cameroon, Indonesia 
and Iran, which were mostly 
vaccine-derived (a rare strain 
of the virus genetically mutated 
from the strain in the vaccine. 
According to the WHO, if the 
oral vaccine-virus is excreted 
and allowed to circulate in 
an un- or under-immunised 
population for at least 12 
months, it can mutate to cause 
infections).

101. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) 21 October
 (b) 22 October
 (c) 23 October
 (d) 24 October

102. Which of the following 
Country reported the 
transmission of polio in 
2020?

 (a) Afghanistan  
 (b) Pakistan  
 (c) Nigeria  
 (d) All of the above 

103. Which of the following will 
replace [2] in the above 

passage? 
 (a) Alexander Fleming 
 (b) Edward Jenner 
 (c) Jonas Salk    
 (d) Albert Sabin 

104. In which year India was 
declared as polio free? 

 (a) 2016  (b) 2015
 (c) 2014 (d) 2013

105. The world polio eradication 
initiative was launched in 
which year? 

 (a) 1980  (b) 1988
 (c) 1992  (d) 2000 

101.(d) 24 October
102.(d) All of the above 
103.(c) Jonas Salk   
104.(c) 2014 
105.(b) 1988 
Solution 
The world polio day is celebrated 
on 24 October every year on the 
birth of Jonas Edward Salk, who 

was an American virologist and 
medical researcher who developed 
one of the first successful polio 
vaccines.  According to WHO, 
the polio cases have decreased by 
99% since 1988. In 1988, there 
were 350,000 reported cases. This 
has reduced to 22 reported cases 
in 2017. In 2020, three countries 

reported transmission of polio in 
the world. They were Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Nigeria.
This year, the World Polio Day is 
celebrated under the theme
Theme: A win against Polio is a 
win for Global Health
The Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative was launched in 1988 

by the World Health Assembly 
to eradicate polio worldwide. 
India received polio free 
certification from the WHO in 
2014. Elimination of Polio refers 
to reduction to zero of new cases 
of polio.
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(Q.106-Q.110): 
The NITI Aayog recently 
constituted a 14-member panel 
to reform the urban planning 
education system. According 
to official sources, the panel 
is being formed considering 
the multiple challenges being 
faced in the cities and India’s 
commitment towards global 
agenda.
The Committee will review 
the current urban planning 
education system in India in 
terms of multi-disciplinary 
curriculum and related issues 
at graduate and post graduate 
levels in the context of rapid 
urbanisation and will suggest 
changes.
The committee will also 

examine the present availability, 
demand and supply of qualified 
urban planners in India. It will 
also strengthen the mechanisms 
of empowering States and 
local bodies with skilled and 
qualified human resources for 
planning and managing the 
settlements.

106. Who is the head of the 
committee mentioned in 
the above passage? 

 (a) Rajiv Kumar  
 (b) Amitabh Kant  
 (c) Ashok Lavasa 
 (d) Arvind Panagariya 

107. Which of the following 
statement is correct about 
the NITI Aayog?

 (a) NITI Aayog was 
Formed 25 January 2016

 (b) NITI Aayog comes 
under the Ministry 
of Commerce and 
Industry

 (c) The full form of 
NITI Aayog is 
National Institute for 
Transforming India

 (d) The NITI Aayog is a 
policy think tank of the 
Government of India

108. Which of the following 
statement is/are correct 
about the NITI Aayog?

  I.  The aim of NITI Aayog 
is to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals and to 
enhance cooperative 

  federalism in the country.
 II. The Prime Minister 

of India is the ex officio 
Chairperson of the NITI 
Aayog

 III.  There are 8 full time 
members in the NITI 
Aayog

 (a) Only II & III 
 (b) Only II 
 (c) Only I 
 (d) Only I & II

109. Who of the following is the 
part of Governing Council 
of NITI Aayog?

 (a) All Chief Ministers of 
the states

 (b) Chief Ministers of Delhi 
and Puducherry

 (c) Lieutenant Governor 
of Andaman & Nicobar 
Island

 (d) All of the above

110. Which of the following 
is not the function of the 
NITI Aayog?

(a) To evolve a shared vision 
of national development 
priorities sectors and 
strategies

 (b) To foster cooperative 
federalism

 (c) To give final approval to 
the Five Year Plans of India

 (d) To create a knowledge, 
innovation and 
entrepreneurial support 
system

106. (a) Rajiv Kumar  
107. (d) The NITI Aayog is a  

 policy think tank of the  
 Government of India

108. (d) Only I & II
109. (d) All of the above
110. (c) To give final approval to  

 the Five Year Plans of  
 India

Solution: 
The NITI Aayog is a policy 

think tank of the Government of 
India. It replaced the Planning 
Commission. All Chief Ministers 
of States (Delhi and Puducherry), 
Lieutenant Governor of Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands, and Special 
Invites are part of Governing 
Council of NITI Aayog.
Full-time organizational 
framework composed of a Vice-
Chairperson, 5 full-time members, 

2 part-time members (from 
leading universities, research 
organizations and other relevant 
institutions in an ex-officio 
capacity). There are 4 ex-officio 
members of the Union Council 
of Ministers, a Chief Executive 
Officer (with the rank of Secretary 
to the Government of India) who 
looks after administration, and a 
secretariat.

The panel stated in the above 
passage is to be headed by Rajiv 
Kumar, Vice Chairman of NITI 
Aayog. The other members of the 
panel are Amitabh Kant, CEO 
of NITI Aayog, secretaries of 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
and Ministry of Education. As of 
now NITI Aayog don’t have any 
role in five year plans.
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(Q.111-Q.115): 
On October 23, 2020, the 
Union Ministry of Labour 
announced that India has 
assumed the chairmanship 
of International Labour 
Organization after 35 years. 
The current Labour Secretary 
[1]  has been elected as the 
chairperson of the Governing 
Body of ILO. He is to preside 
over the upcoming meeting 
of the Governing body in 
November 2020.
The governing body is the 
executive body of the ILO. It 
meets thrice a year, in March, 
June and November. It takes 
decisions on ILO policy, decides 

the agenda of the International 
Labour Conference, adopts the 
draft programme and budget of 
the organisation for submission 
to the conference, and elects the 
Director-General. At present, 
ILO has [2] members. [1] will 
be presiding over the upcoming 
meeting of the governing body 
to be held in November 2020.

111. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Apurva Chandra  
 (b) Ishwar Chandra 
 (c) Joginder Singh   
 (d) Ramesh Verma 

112. Which of the following 
treaties founded the 
International Labour 
Organisation? 

 (a) Treaty of Versailles 
 (b) Geneva Convention 
 (c) Hague Convention 
 (d) None of the above 

113. Which of the following will 
replace [2] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) 197  
 (b) 193 
 (c) 187  
 (d) 120 

114. Who is the head of the 

International Labour 
Organisation? 

 (a) Juan Somavia   
 (b) Audrey Azoulay  
 (c) Guy Ryder    
 (d) Tedros Adhanom 

115. In which year does the 
International Labour 
Organisation Won the 
Nobel Peace Prize? 

 (a) 1949  
 (b) 1969  
 (c) 1989 
 (d) 2011 

111. (a) Apurva Chandra
112. (a) Treaty of Versailles  
113. (c) 187 
114. (c) Guy Ryder   
115. (b) 1969 
Solution: 
On October 23, 2020, the Union 
Ministry of Labour announced 

that India has assumed the 
chairmanship of International 
Labour Organization after 
35 years. The current Labour 
Secretary Apurva Chandra has 
been elected as the chairperson of 
the Governing Body of ILO. He 
is to preside over the upcoming 

meeting of the Governing body 
in November 2020. India is one 
of the founding members of ILO, 
which has 187 member as of 
today. It was created in 1919 under 
Treaty of Versailles and became a 
specialized agency in 1946. Guy 
Ryder is the head of the ILO and 

it won the Nobel Prize in the year 
1969 for improving peace among 
classes, Pursuing decent work and 
justice for workers and Providing 
technical assistance to other 
developing nations. 
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(Q.116-Q.120): 
The decision by the Paris-
based watchdog, the FATF, last 
week to retain Pakistan on its 
greylist has clearly disappointed 
the Imran Khan government. 
His cabinet had projected 
confidence that the country 
would be taken off the greylist 
— monitored jurisdictions 
on terror financing and 
money laundering activities 
— having been cleared on 21 
of the 27 mandated action 
points. Pakistan will now face 
international strictures on its 
markets and on its ability to 
procure loans until the next 
FATF plenary in February 2021, 
by which time it is expected to 
complete the six pending issues.
The Khan government has been 
forced to make a real legislative 
push to bring Pakistani 
anti-terror laws in line with 
international standards, while, 

at least for the interim, also 
ensuring sufficient pressure 
on groups such as the LeT and 
the JeM that target India, to 
refrain from public comments 
and publicly raising funds. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s support 
to the U.S.-led Afghan process 
and talks with the Taliban are 
crucial to the peace process, 
and the FATF process has made 
Islamabad more amenable to 
helping Afghanistan. It remains 
to be seen if the actions it 
takes will permanently change 
Pakistan’s course in supporting 
and sheltering  cross-border 
terror groups. India’s eventual 
goal is not just in stopping 
attacks by these groups, but 
for Pakistan to fully dismantle 
the infrastructure of terror 
in the understanding that it 
is in Pakistan’s own interests 
to do so. It is hoped that the 
prolonged FATF process 
will enable this realisation in 

Islamabad.

116. What is the full form of 
FATF? 

 (a) Financial Activities Task 
Force  

 (b) Finance Action Task 
Force 

 (c) Finance Activities Task 
Force 

 (d) Financial Action Task 
Force 

117. Which of the following are 
the objectives of the FATF? 

 I. legal, regulatory and 
operational measures 
for combating money 
laundering.

 II. The FATF works to 
identify national-level 
vulnerabilities with the 
aim of protecting the 
international financial 
system from misuse.

 III.  The FATF fights the 
terrorism by boycotting 
the nations which aid 
terrorism. 

 (a) I and II  
 (b) I and III  
 (c) II and III  
 (d) All of the above 

118. What are the Consequences 
of being on the greylist of 
FATF? 

 I. Economic sanctions from 
IMF, World Bank, ADB 

 II.  Problem in getting loans 
from IMF, World Bank, 
ADB and other countries

 III.  Reduction in 
international trade

 IV.  International boycott
 (a) Only I and II  
 (b) I, II and III  
 (c) I and IV 
 (d)  All of the above. 

119. Which of the following 
country is on the blacklist 
of FATF? 

 (a) Iraq 
 (b) Iran  
 (c) Turkey  
 (d) Israel 

120. Which of the following 
organisations established 
the FATF? 

 (a) G7 
 (b) G20  
 (c) G4 Nations  
 (d) BRICS 

116. (d) Financial Action Task  
 Force 

117. (a) I and II 
118. (d) All of the above. 
119. (b) Iran  
120. (a) G7
Solution:
The Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) is an inter-governmental 
body decision-making body. It 
was established in 1989 during 

the G7 Summit in Paris to develop 
policies against money laundering. 
It is a “policy-making body” which 
works to generate the political will 
to bring about national legislative 
and regulatory reforms in money 
laundering. It has also started 
dealing with virtual currencies. 
The FATF Secretariat is located in 
Paris. 
FATF sets standards and promotes 

effective implementation of: 
a. legal, regulatory and operational 
measures for combating money 
laundering.
b. The FATF works to identify 
national-level vulnerabilities 
with the aim of protecting the 
international financial system 
from misuse.
Consequences of being in the 
FATF grey list:

1. Economic sanctions from IMF, 
World Bank, ADB 
2. Problem in getting loans from 
IMF, World Bank, ADB and other 
countries
3. Reduction in international trade
4. International boycott
Currently North Korea and Iran 
are under the black list of FATF.
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(Q.121-Q.125): 
Peruvian archaeologists have 
uncovered a 37-metre-long 
(120-foot-long) cat etching 
in a little-explored area of the 
country’s celebrated Nazca 
Lines UNESCO heritage site 
which is home to hundreds of 
gigantic drawings dating back 
more than 2,000 years.
The figure, made up of a long 
body, striped tail and head 
with distinctive pointed ears, 
predates some of the area’s 
better known-figures that 
include a hummingbird, spider 
and a human, the country’s 
Culture Ministry said.
It is one of a number 

discovered in recent years 
by drone exploration of the 
protected 400-square-kilometre 
(250-square-mile) region that 
lies some 450 km south of the 
capital [1] between the towns of 
Nazca and Palpa.
Johny Isla, the ministry’s 
specialist for the Nazca-Pampa 
region, said it was estimated to 
be around 2,000 years old and 
made up of grooves carved into 
the mountain coupled with 
groupings of stones.

121. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Lima  

 (b) Bagota  
 (c) Cusco 
 (d) None of the above

122. When was the first 
geoglyph found in the 
Nazca lines? 

 (a) 1927 
 (b)  1937  
 (c) 1947 
 (d) 1967 

123. Who is the Director-
General of UNESCO? 

 (a) Juan Somavia   
 (b) Audrey Azoulay  
 (c) Guy Ryder    
 (d) Tedros Adhanom 

124. When were the Nazca 
lines declared as the World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO? 

 (a) 1990  
 (b) 1991 
 (c) 1993 
 (d) 1994

125. The old people (800 BC) 
of the Nazca line are 
believed to have extensive 
knowledge in? 

 (a) Agricultural   
 (b) Writing system  
 (c) Irrigation and Water  

 management  
 (d) Dam building 

121. (a) Lima  
122. (a) 1927
123. (b) Audrey Azoulay  
124. (d) 1994
125. (c) Irrigation and Water  

 management 
Solution:

Recently, a giant cat geoglyph was 
discovered on a hill at the famous 
Nazca Lines site in Peru. The 
site is around 450 km away from 
capital Lima. The Paracas culture 
was an Andean society existing 
between approximately 800 BCE 

and 100 BCE, with an extensive 
knowledge of irrigation and water 
management. It was in present day 
Peru in the Paracas Desert region. 
The Lines were first discovered in 
1927, and were declared a World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1994. 

The 39th session of UNESCO’s 
General Conference elected 
Audrey Azoulay as Director-
General of UNESCO, succeeding 
Irina Bokova.
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(Q.126-Q.130): 
On October 21, 2020, Election 
Commission constituted a 
committee under [1], the 
former director general 
investigation and the election 
commission Secretary 
General Umesh Sinha. The 
two- member committee will 
examine the expenditure limit 
of candidates contesting in Lok 
Sabha and Assembly Elections.
The committee has been set up 
in the wake of Government of 
India measure to enhance the 
expenditure limit by [2] as per 
the suggestion of the election 
commission for bigger States 
such as a Gujarat Andhra 
Pradesh Haryana and Bihar. 
This is because the candidates 
face difficulty in campaigning 
amidst covid-19 times. On 
October 19, 2020, the Ministry 
of Law and Justice notified an 
amendment to the conduct of 
election rules 1961. According 
to the amendment the 
expenditure limit of candidates 
contesting in elections of Bihar 
and other states was increased 
by [2]. 

126. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Harish Kumar  
 (b) Sushil Chandra  
 (c) Rajiv Kumar  
 (d) Amitabh Bhatt 

127. The Election Commission 
of India is a constitutional 
body under which article of 

the Constitution of India? 
 (a) Article 321  
 (b) Article 322  
 (c) Article 323  
 (d) Article 324 

128. Which of the following is 
not true with regards to 
Election commissioners of 
India? 

 (a) Each of them holds 
their offices for a 
period of 5 years or up 
to the age of 65 years, 
whichever comes first.

 (b) They receive the same 

perks and pay as 
Supreme Court Judges.

 (c) The only way a Chief 
Election Commissioner 
can be removed from 
office is upon an 
order of the President 
supported by the 
Parliament.

 (d) The Chief Election 
Commissioner and the 
Election Commissioner 
are appointed by the 
President of India.

129. Which of the following will 
replace [2] in the above 

passage? 
 (a) 5% 
 (b) 10% 
 (c) 15% 
 (d) 20% 

130. The election commission of 
India is 

 (a) Statutory body   
 (b) Legal body  
 (c) Intergovernmental 

body  
 (d) Constitutional body 

126. (a) Harish Kumar  
127. (d) Article 324 
128. (a) Each of them holds their  

offices for a period of 5 years 
or up to the age of 65 years, 
whichever comes first.

129. (b) 10%
130. (d) Constitutional body
Solution: 
Each of election commissioners 

holds their offices for a period 
of 6 years or up to the age of 65 
years, whichever comes first.  
On October 21, 2020, Election 
Commission constituted a 
committee under Harish Kumar, 
the former director general 
investigation and the election 
commission Secretary General 
Umesh Sinha. The two- member 

committee will examine the 
expenditure limit of candidates 
contesting in Lok Sabha and 
Assembly Elections. The 
committee has been set up in the 
wake of GoI measure to enhance 
the expenditure limit by 10% as 
per the suggestion of the election 
commission for bigger States 
such as a Gujarat Andhra Pradesh 

Haryana and Bihar. As per Article 
324 of the Indian ConstItution, 
ECI has the supervisory and 
directional control of the complete 
process election to Parliament 
and Legislature of every State and 
to the office of the President and 
the Vice-President of India. It is a 
constitutional body.
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(Q.131-Q.135): 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
organisation is to setup a new 
Space Centre in [1]. The centre 
is to serve as a co-ordination 
Centre for space observation. 
The new Centre will gather 
information about possible 
threats to satellites. The centre 
is to be developed into a 
command centre of defensive 
measures in near future. The 
centre is being setup based on 
Article [2] of the North Atlantic 
Treaty organisation
The article empowers the 
organisation to take collective 
defence action. It provides 
criteria under which NATO 
can take defensive measures. 
Article [2] has been invoked 
by NATO in situations such as 
Syrian crisis, Russia-Ukraine 

crisis and 26/11 attack on 
US. The article says that an 
armed attack against one or 
more of the NATO countries 
in North America or Europe 
is considered as an attack 
against all of them. Under this 
scenario based on Article 51 of 
the United Nations, article [2] 
can be invoked. Article 51 of 
the charter of United Nations 
says that a member has right 
to act in self-defence and shall 
assist parties so attacked by 
taking forthwith. The article 
also allows the member 
countries to use armed forces 
in such situations. However, 
this shall be carried on only 
on the interest of restoring and 
maintaining security of North 
Atlantic area.

131. Which of the following will 

replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Ramstein, 
Germany. 

 (b) Istres-Le Tubé Air Base, 
France

 (c) Avord Air, France  
 (d) Rhein-Main, Germany 

132. How many member 
countries does NATO has? 

 (a) 30 
 (b) 27  
 (c) 37  
 (d) 40 

133. Which of the following will 
be replace [2] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Article 1 
 (b) Article 3 
 (c) Article 5  

 (d) Article 7 

134. NATO was officially 
founded on which of the 
following Treaty?

 (a) Washington Treaty  
 (b) Treat of Versailles 
 (c) Paris Peace Accord 
 (d) Geneva Convention. 

135. Which of the following 
is the latest member of 
NATO? 

 (a) Montenegro   
 (b) New Macedonia 
 (c) Georgia    
 (d) Ukraine 

131. (a) Ramstein, Germany.
132. (a) 30
133. (c) Article 5 
134. (a) Washington Treaty  
135. (b) New Macedonia 
Solution: 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
organisation is to setup a new 

Space Centre in Ramstein, 
Germany. The centre is to serve 
as a co-ordination Centre for 
space observation. The centre 
is being setup based on Article 
5 of the North Atlantic Treaty 
organisation.
The foundations of the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) were officially laid down 
on 4 April 1949 with the signing 
of the North Atlantic Treaty, 
more popularly known as the 
Washington Treaty. The most 
recent member states to be added 
to NATO are Montenegro on 5 

June 2017 and North Macedonia 
on 27 March 2020. As of 2020, 
NATO officially recognizes 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as an 
official candidate and two aspiring 
members: Georgia and Ukraine. It 
has a total of 30 members now.
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(Q.136-Q.140): 
The Global Hunger Index is a 
measure of tracking hunger at 
global, regional and national 
level. It is calculated each year 
in order to assess progress 
and setbacks in combating 
the global hunger. Measuring 
hunger is a complex task 
and in order to achieve it the 
GHI calculates score using 
a three-step process that 
draws on available data from 
various sources to capture the 
multidimensional nature of 
hunger. For all the involved 
counties, the scores is given 
on four indicators including 
Undernourishment, Child 

Wasting, Child Stunting and 
Child Mortality. Each of 
these indicator are scored out 
of 100 and then at last the 
aggregate score is given to each 
participating country. 
The GHI report for this year 
was released on 16th October, 
and it is jointly prepared by 
global NGOs namely, Concern 
Worldwide (Ireland) and 
Welthungerhilfe (Germany).  
The report points to the high 
child stunting rates in the South 
Asia, which has improved since 
2000.  

136. The UN goal of Zero 
Hunger is set to be 
achieved in which year?

 (a) 2025  
 (b) 2030 
 (c) 2035 
 (d) 2040 

137. What is the rank of India in 
GHI 2020? 

 (a) 90 
 (b) 94 
 (c) 103 
 (d) 118 

138. How many countries have 
topped the GHI Index? 

 (a) 5  
 (b) 10  
 (c) 12 

 (d) 17

139. Which of the following 
countries are ahead of 
India the GHI rank? 

 (a) Bangladesh  
 (b) Pakistan  
 (c) Nepal  
 (d) All of the above 

140. India is under which 
category of GHI? 

 (a) 3Alarming  
 (b) Serious  
 (c) Moderate  
 (d) Low 

136. (b) 2030
137. (b) 94
138. (d) 17
139. (d) All of the above 
140. (b) Serious 
Solution:
The Global hunger index was 
launched on October 16 2020. 

It has been jointly prepared by 
Welhunger life and Concern 
Worldwide.  This year,  India 
has been ranked 94th Out of 107 
countries.  In 2018 was  India 
ranked 103 while in 2019  India 
was ranked 102. The report points 
to the high child stunting rates 

in the South Asia, which has 
improved since 2000. The reports 
also notes that the United Nations 
goal on the Zero Hunger by 2030 
cannot be achieved if we go by the 
current trends. 
India has ranked 94 out of 107 
Countries with a score of 27.2, 

which puts India in the category 
of serious level of Hunger. 
Continuing the trend, India’s 
neighbouring countries have 
performed better with Nepal at 
73rd rank, Bangladesh at 75th  and 
Pakistan at 87th rank.
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(Q.141-Q.145): 
The Uttar Pradesh government 
under the Chief Minister has 
launched the [1] to Strengthen 
women safety and security 
in the state. Launch of the 
mission in a ceremony held 
in Balrampur, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath reiterated his 
government’s commitment 
towards the empowerment of 
women and girls in the state. 
The government is currently 
facing flak over series of rapes 
happening the state. 
[1] is a campaign with the 
motto of zero tolerance for 
the crime against women. 
Under the first phase of the 
campaign, which will run 
for six months till the Basant 
Navratri the government will 
spread awareness related to 
ensuring safety and dignity 
to women and girl child. The 
Second phase which is termed 
as “Operation Shakti”, will 
target eve-teasers and with 
the program such as publicly 
boycotting the perpetrator 
of crime against women and 
displaying their pictures 
in public, as per the Chief 
Minister himself. 

141. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) Mission Bhakti  
 (b) Mission Shakti  
 (c) Mission Agni  
 (d) Mission Pink Panther 

142. According to the data of 
National Crime Record 
bureau which state 
registered the most number 

of rape cases in India?
 (a) Uttar Pradesh   
 (b) Delhi  
 (c) Madhya Pradesh  
 (d) Rajasthan 

143. Which of the following 
city is safest Indian city for 
Women in India, according 
to the NCRB data? 

 (a) Kolkata  
 (b) Coimbatore  

 (c) Patna  
 (d) Indore 

144. What is the name of the 
all women patrolling 
team powered to take 
immediate action on the 
cases of molestation and 
crime against women in 
Lucknow? 

 (a) Shakti Patrolling Unit 
 (b) Pink Patrol 
 (c) The Naari Shakti  

 (d) None of the above 

145. Which state recording the 
highest number of cases 
for overall crime against 
Women? 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh   
 (b) Madhya Pradesh 
 (c) Rajasthan    
 (d) Bihar

141. (b) Mission Shakti  
142. (d) Rajasthan 
143. (a) Kolkata 
144. (b) Pink Patrol 
145. (a) Uttar Pradesh
Solution: 

The Uttar Pradesh government 
under the Chief Minister has 
launched the “Mission Shakti” 
to Strengthen women safety and 
security in the state. On the other 
hand, in the capital city Lucknow, 

a team of all women police officers 
has been flagged off by the Uttar 
Pradesh Governor Anandiben 
Patel to curb crime against girls. 
According to the latest NCRB data, 
Rajasthan tops the list of most 

rapes in a state, followed by Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 
While Uttar Pradesh tops the list 
of overall crime against Women on 
any State followed by Rajasthan.
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(Q.146-Q.150): 
The Union Education 
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank recently launched 
KAPILA campaign.  It is 
Kalam Programme for 
Intellectual Property Literacy 
and Awareness campaign. 
The campaign was launched 
to celebrate the 89 birth 
anniversary of former President 
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. His birth 
anniversary is celebrated as [1] 
all over the world.
Under the campaign, the 
Government of India will 
spread awareness about the 
importance of patenting and 

invention. This will help to lead 
India towards self-Reliance. The 
ministry of education will also 
celebrate intellectual property 
literacy week between October 
15 and October 23 to promote 
awareness in patenting. Also, 
the ministry will conduct 
awareness programmes about 
the system and the process 
involved in applying for a 
patent.  

146. Which of the following will 
replace [1] in the above 
passage? 

 (a) World Teachers Day
 (b) World Students Day 

 (c) World Scientist day 
 (d) World Missile day

147. India’s rank on the world 
innovation index 2020 is 

 (a) 52  
 (b) 58  
 (c) 48  
 (d) 35 

148. Which is the world’s 
most innovative country 
according to the GII 2020 
rankings? 

 (a) Switzerland  
 (b) Sweden  
 (c) USA 

 (d) US 

149. Who releases the Global 
Innovative Index? 

 (a) UN  
 (b) WIPO  
 (c) ELSA  (d) ILO 

150. What was the theme of GII 
2020? 

 (a) Who will finance 
innovation  

 (b) Making innovation 
inclusive 

 (c) Innovation driven 
economy  

 (d) The future of Medical 
Innovation

146. (b) World Students Day 
147. (c) 48 
148. (a) Switzerland
149. (b) WIPO 
150. (a) Who will finance   

 innovation
Solution:
KAPILA is an acronym for Kalam 
Program for IP (Intellectual 
Property) Literacy and Awareness. 
Under this campaign, students 

pursuing education in higher 
educational institutions will get 
information about the correct 
system of the application process 
for patenting their invention and 
they will be aware of their rights.  
The campaign was launched to 
celebrate the 89 birth anniversary 
of former President Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam. His birth anniversary is 
celebrated as World Students Day 

all over the world.
The Global Innovation Index 
2020 was released by the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO). India is at the 48th 
position in the list of top 50 
innovative countries.  The 2020 
edition of the Global Innovation 
Index (GII) presents the latest 
global innovation trends and the 
annual innovation ranking of 131 

economies. The theme of this 
year’s GII - Who Will Finance 
Innovation? - is timely given 
the human and global economic 
damage wreaked by the COVID-19 
global pandemic. Switzerland, 
Sweden, the USA, the UK and 
Netherlands are the top five 
countries.
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1. The ShiromaniAkali Dal 
(SAD), the oldest ally of 
BharatiyaJanata Party-
led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA), has 
quit the coalition due to 
the differences over the 
three farm bills which 
were recently passed by 
Parliament.

2. Prime Minister of India 
Shri. NarendraModi

    
opened World’s longest 
highway tunnel ‘Atal Tunnel’ 
on 3 October 2020.

3. Union Ministry of Power 
released the Draft Electricity 
Rules 2020.

4. Uttar Pradesh’s first 
vulture conservation and 
breeding centre is set to be 
established at BhariBaisi 
village in Farenda range of 
Gorakhpur forest division.

5. President Ram NathKovind  
gave assent to the Jammu  

   

     

      and Kashmir Official 
Languages Bill, 2020, which 
was recently passed by the 
parliament.

6. Prime Minister 
NarendraModi on 
September 29, 2020, 
inaugurated 6 mega projects 
in Uttarakhand under the 
NamamiGange Mission 
through video conference.

7. The Prime Minister-
designate of Lebanon,

    

  Mustapha Adib has 
announced his resignation 
following his failure to form 
a new cabinet.

8. The city of Tel Aviv in Israel, 
is working on creating 
wireless electric roads to 
charge and power public 
transportation in the city.

9. India, Sri Lanka Bilateral 
Summit held – PM Modi 
announces 15 million 
dollars grant assistance for 
promoting Buddhist ties.

10. The Amnesty International 
India has stopped its 

operations in the country, after 
the government of India 
froze the bank accounts 
of the organisation on 
September 10, for allegedly 
breaking rules on foreign 
funding laws.

11. The interim President of 
Mali, Bah Ndaw, has named 
former Malian Foreign 
Minister MoctarOuane as 
the prime minister West 
African nation.

12. India will build a 
100-bedded cancer hospital 

and a 22,000-seater cricket 
stadium in Hulhumale, 
Maldives, under the USD 
800 million Line of Credit 
(LoC) that was extended to 
the country last year.

13. A private company, Origin 
Space in Beijing (China) is 
set to send out the world’s 
first asteroid mining robot 
into space in November 
2020.

14.  RAISE 2020- ‘Responsible 
AI for Social Empowerment

    

     2020’ will be inaugurated 
by Prime Minister 
NarendraModi on October 
05.

15. United Nations General 
Assembly held Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women 2020.

16. India has been ranked at 
89th position among 181 
countries on the World 
Risk Index (WRI) 2020 
which describes the natural 
disaster risk for various 
countries and regions.

17. IIM Ahmedabad and IIM 
Bangalore, country’s top 
management institutions,

  

     have been ranked in the top 
50 management institutes 
in the world for the MBA 

programme as per the QS 
Global MBA Rankings 2021.

18. The Reliance Industries’ 
Chairman, and Asia’s richest 
man MukeshAmbani has 
topped the IIFL Wealth 
Hurun India Rich List 2020 
for the ninth consecutive 
year.

19. The Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) 

   
under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
its Denmark counterpart 
in the field of Intellectual 
Property Cooperation.

20. India and Sri Lanka 
have agreed to enhance 
cooperation to combat 
terrorism and drug 
trafficking.

21. The Prime Minister of 
India, NarendraModi and 
the Prime Minister of 
Denmark, MetteFrederiksen 
participated in a virtual 
India-Denmark Bilateral 
Summit on 28 September 
2020.

22. Filmmaker 
SreehariDharman’s 
“Aavruthi” (Fence) won 
the best film trophy at 
the closing ceremony of 
IFFTOrange Short and 
Documentary Film Festival 
which is jointly organised by 
the Orange Academy 

ONE LINERS
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23. Assam’s Srimanta 
Sankaradeva Award 2017 
was conferred on eminent 
Vaishnavite scholar, writer 
and ‘Satradhikar of Barpeta’ 
Sattra Basishta Deva Sarma.

24. The Maharashtra 
government announced

 
the Gan Samragni Lata 
Mangeshkar award for the 
year 2020-21 to veteran 
female playback singer Usha 
Mangeshkar.

25. The Kerala Tourism has 
bagged the prestigious 
PATA Grand Award 2020 in 
Marketing category for its 
internationally-acclaimed 
‘Human by Nature’ 
campaign.

26. The Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh

 
Shekhawat and the Minister 
of State for Jal Shakti, Shri 
Rattan Lal Kataria virtually 
conferred the Swachh 
Bharat 2020 Awards to the 
best performing States/
UTs, districts, blocks, GPs 
in various categories on 2nd 
October 2020.

27. Flight Lieutenant Shivangi 
Singh is set to become the 
first woman fighter pilot 
of India to fly the Rafale 
combat aircraft.

28. Bollywood actor, Aamir 
Khan has been appointed 
as the brand ambassador 

of online live tutoring 
company Vedantu.

29. Senior bureaucrat P D 
Vaghela was on Monday 
appointed as chairman of 
the Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI), 
according to a Personnel 
Ministry order.

30. Noted Filmmaker Shekhar 
Kapur has been named as 
the President of Film and 
Television Institute of India, 
FTII Society and Chairman 
of Governing Council of 
FTII.

31. Kuwait’s Crown Prince 

Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah became the oil-rich 
nation’s new ruling emir, 
after the death of his half-
brother Sheikh Sabah al- 
AhmadAl- Sabah at the age 
of 91.

32. Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-
Finland) has won the 
Formula One Russian 
Grand Prix 2020 held on 27 
September 2020.

33. The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
appointed Neetu David, one 
of finest woman cricketers 
of India in the late ’90s and 
early 2000, as the Chairman 
of the 5 member women’s 
national selection panel. 

34. In Football, the Indian men’s 
team Goalkeeper Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu has won the 
2019-’20 AIFF Player of 

the year awards in men’s 
category. 

35. Australia wicketkeeper 

Alyssa Healy has broken 
MS Dhoni’s record for the 
most number of dismissals 
by a wicketkeeper in T20 
internationals.

36. The former Union Minister 
Jaswant Singh has passed 
away after a prolonged 
illness. He was 82.

37. Singer Helen Reddy, whose 
1972 song ‘I Am Woman’ 
became a global feminist 
anthem, died in Los Angeles 
aged 78.

38. Sittwe port in the Rakhine 
state of Myanmar to 
be operational in the 
first quarter of 2021 as 
India and Myanmar 
is working towards its 
operationalization.

39. Bishr al-Khasawneh has 

been appointed as New 
Prime Minister of Jordan 
which is a Western Asia.

40. Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated 
RAISE 2020, a Mega Virtual 
Summit on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) on 5th 
October 2020.

41. On 6th October, the Foreign 
ministers of four Quad 
countries (the United States, 

Japan, India and Australia) 
held in Tokyo, Japan.

42. Russia will host 12th BRICS 
Summit virtually on 17 
November.

43. The Colombia-born 
American actress Sofia 
Vergara, who came to fame 
with an American TV 
Show ‘Modern Family’ is 
the highest paid actresses 
in the annual list of Forbes’ 
Highest-Paid Actresses 
2020.

44. Ravi Santhanam, Chief

 
Marketing Officer (CMO), 
HDFC Bank has been 
recognised in the Forbes 
list of ’The World’s Most 
Influential CMOs’.

45. India and France have 
collaborated to jointly 
launch the constellation 
of maritime surveillance 
satellites for the Indian 
Ocean Region, to trace 
illegal spillage of oil by 
ships.

46. India has signed agreements 
of cooperation in Artificial 
Intelligence, 5G technology 
with Japan.

47. India and France will jointly 
launch the constellation 
of maritime surveillance 
satellites that will be able to 
trace illegal spillage of oil by 
ships in the Indian Ocean 
Region.

48. Rajya Sabha MP and Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) 
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leader Sanjay Singh has 
been chosen for ‘Gandhi’ 
Award instituted by the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Foundation.

49. Nasrin Sotoudeh of Iran, 

Bryan Stevenson of the 
United States (US), Lottie 
Cunningham Wren of 
Nicaragua and Ales 
Bialiatski of Belarus, have 
won the Right Livelihood 
Award 2020.

50. The Nobel Assembly at 
Karolinska Instituted 
announced the 2020 Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine on 5th October 
2020.

51. The Norwegian Nobel 
Committee has awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 
to World Food Programme 
(WFP) on 9th October 
2020

52. Indian business icon

 
Ratan Tata has been 
bestowed with the Indo-
American Chamber of 
Commerce (IACC) lifetime 
achievement award

53. Nityanand Nayak, Odia 
Poet will be conferred 
the prestigious Sarala 
Puraskar for his poetry 
work ‘Setebelaku Nathiba’, 
published in 2017.

54. The Indian Navy has 
partnered with Greater 
Visakhapatnam Municipal 
Corporation (GVMC) to 
undertake Aerial Seeding at 
Visakhapatnam

55. Dinesh Kumar Khara

 
appointed as the new 
Chairman of State Bank of 
India for a period of three 
years

56. M Rajeshwar Rao has 
been appointed as the new 
deputy governor of RBI by 
the Government of India

57. Omar al Razzaz, the 
Prime Minister of Jordon 
submitted his resignation to 
Jordan’s King Abdullah.

58. Pradeep Kumar Rawat has

 
been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the 
Kingdom of Netherlands.

59. The Indian Navy conducted 
a two-day coastal security 
exercise called “Sagar 
Kavach”.

60. In Shooting, India’s Visnu 
Shivaraj Pandian has won 
the 10m air rifle event 
at the fifth edition of the 
International Online 
Shooting Championship 
held on 3rd October 2020

61. The Indian women’s 

cricket team has overtaken 
New Zealand to rise to 
the third spot in the T20 
International standings 
and retained the second 
position in the ODI chart of 
the latest ICC rankings.

62. The Union Minister 
of State (Independent 
Charge) Development 
of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER), Dr Jitendra 
Singh released a Coffee 
Table Book on “Discovering 
the Heritage of Assam”, 
written by Padampani Bora 
and having foreword by 
Amitabh Bachchan.

63. The Deputy Chief Minister 

of Delhi, Manish Sisodia 
released the book named 
“Bapu-The Unforgettable”.

64. Haji Hussain Ansari, 
the Minister of Minority 
Welfare and Registration 
Department in the 
Government of Jharkhand, 
has passed away.

65. Bollywood actress 
Mishti Mukherjee, who 
has featured in many 
Hindi,Bengali and Telugu 
films, and music videos has 
passed away due to kidney 
failure.

66. Ram Vilas Paswan, Union 
minister of consumer 
affairs, food and public 
distribution passed away

67. The second edition 
of Indian Navy (IN) 
– Bangladesh Navy 
(BN) Bilateral Exercise 
Bongosagar commenced in 
Northern Bay of Bengal on 
03 October 2020.

68. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will release a 

commemorative coin of 100 
rupees in honour of Vijaya 
Raje Scindia.

69. National Philately Day is 
celebrated on October 13.

70. To mark the 75th 

Anniversary of FAO (The 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization), our 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi releases the 
commemorative coin of Rs 
75 denomination.

71. The Union Education 
Minister Shri Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has 
virtually launched the 
campaign ‘KAPILA’, which 
stands for Kalam Program 
for Intellectual Property 
Literacy and Awareness 
campaign on 15th October 
2020.

72. Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh inaugurated 44 
bridges and laid the 
foundation stone of 
Nechiphu tunnel in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

73. Argentina has approved 
HB4 drought-resistant 
GMO wheat, making it the 
first country in the world 
to approve a strain of GMO 
wheat.

74. North Korea unveiled what 
analysts believe to be one of 
the world’s largest ballistic 
missiles at a military 
parade celebrating the 75th 
anniversary in Pyongyang.

75. Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) Asia Pacific group 
has kept Pakistan in its 
‘Enhanced Follow Up’ list.

76. Russia has given regulatory 
approval to a second 
Covid-19 vaccine, named 
‘EpiVacCorona’ which 
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was developed by the 
Vector State Research 
Centre of Virology and 
Biotechnology

77. India has been re-elected 
as the President of the 
International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) and France as the 
CoPresident for tenure of 
two years.

78. The Annual Meeting 2021 

of the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) will be 
scheduled to be held 
on from May 18 to 21, 
2021 instead of the usual 
January-end each year in 
in Lucerne-Burgenstock, 
Switzerland.

79. The international 
charitable organisation 
‘Oxfam International’ 
released a report on 2020 
Commitment to Reducing 
Inequality (CRI) Index.

80. The State of Climate 
Services Report 
2020 is released by 
the United Nations 
World Meteorological 
Organization (UN WMO).

81. As per the latest Arton

 
Capital’s World’s Most 
Powerful Passport Index 
for the year 2020, Indian 
passport ranked at 58th 
and the US passport ranked 
21st

82. Sarah Hall has become 
the first writer to win the 
BBC national short story 
award twice, with judges 

describing her as a virtuoso 
of the form.

83. The 2020 Nobel Prize in 

Economic Sciences has 
been awarded jointly to 
Paul R. Milgrom and 
Robert B. Wilson “for 
improvements to auction 
theory and inventions of 
new auction formats.

84. Delhi girl Chaitanya 
Venkateswaran recently 
became the British high 
commissioner to India for a 
day.

85. Romania’s 2008 Olympic 
champion Constantina 
Dita has been named an 
ambassador for the World 
Athletics Half Marathon 
Championships to be held 
in Gdynia.

86. Lewis Hamilton has won 

the 2020 Eifel Grand Prix, 
held on 11 October 2020.

87. All India Football 
Federation, the apex body 
for the sport of football in 
the country, announced the 
launch of their new motto 
‘Indian Football. Forward 
Together’, defining the new 
brand direction.

88. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi released the 
autobiography of former 
Union Minister Dr 
Balasaheb Vikhe Patil 

through video conferencing 
on 13 October 2020.

89. Renowned Indian-origin 

South African human 
rights lawyer Priscilla Jana 
has passed away at the age 
of 76.

90. The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
approved the first drug for 
the treatment of Ebola on 
October 14, 2020.

91. Prime Minister of India, 
Shri Narendra Modi has 
been awarded the Ig Nobel 
Prize 2020 for Medical 
Education.

92. Kerala Tourism’s 
internationally-acclaimed 
‘Human by Nature’ 
campaign has bagged one 
of the three PATA Grand 
Awards 2020.

93. Agriculture Minister 

Narendra Singh Tomar has 
been given the additional 
charge of Food Processing 
Industries Ministry.

94. The successful flight test 
of ABHYAS - High-speed 
Expendable Aerial Target 
was today conducted by 
Defence Research and 
Development Organisation, 
DRDO from the Interim 
Test Range, Balasore in 

Odisha.

95. The 4th edition of Maritime 

bilateral exercise between 
India and Japan “JIMEX 
20” has been scheduled 
to be held from 26 to 28 
September 2020.

96. Former US President 
Barack Obama has 
announced his first 
presidential memoir titled 
“A Promised Land.”

97. Noted Indian Historian and 
author Romila Thapar has 
written a new book titled 
“Voices of Dissent”.

98. Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur on the birth 
anniversary of Pandit Deen 
Dayal Upadhayay released 
a book ‘Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhayay Ka Jeevan 
Darshan’ written by Dr. 
Inder Singh Thakur.

99. Former Australia cricket 
commentator, coach and 
legendary batsman Dean 
Jones has passed away on 
24 September 2020 after 
suffering a heart attack.

100. Music composer, 

singer, lyricist and actor 
Bibhuranjan Choudhury 
passed away at the age of 71 
years due to cancer
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1. The Supreme Court has 
held that the length of 

a prison sentence or 
the gravity of the crime 
cannot be the sole basis 
for denying a convict 
premature release from 
jail. The three-judge bench 
held that an assessment of 
the tendency to commit a 
crime upon release “must 
be based on antecedents 
as well as the conduct of 
the prisoner while in jail, 
and not merely on his age 
or apprehensions of the 
victims and witnesses”. The 
judgment came in a plea 
made by two prisoners 
who have been imprisoned 
for a botched kidnapping 
for ransom case in Uttar 
Pradesh. They are in their 
early middle age with a 
record of good conduct 
in jail. The court held that 
“their action of kidnapping 
was nothing but a fanciful 
attempt to procure easy 
money, for which they have 
learnt a painful life lesson” 
and ordered their release.

2. Uttar Pradesh 
government decided to 
conduct polygraph and 
narcoanalysis tests of the 
accused and all involved 
police personnel as part 
of the investigation into 
the alleged gangrape and 
murder of a 19-year old 
in Hathras last month. 

Polygraph or Lie Detector

 
Test: It is a procedure that 
measures and records 
several physiological 
indicators such as blood 
pressure, pulse, respiration, 
and skin conductivity 
while a person is asked 
and answers a series of 
questions. Narcoanalysis 
Test: It involves the 
injection of a drug, sodium 
pentothal, which induces 
a hypnotic or sedated 
state in which the subject’s 
imagination is neutralized, 
and they are expected to 
divulge information that is 
true.

3. The Delhi High Court has 
ruled that the presumption

 
of guilt engrafted in Section 
29 of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012 gets triggered and 
applies only once the trial 
begins, that is after charges 
are framed against the 
accused. The Section 29 
of the POCSO Act says 
that when a person is 
prosecuted for committing 
an offence of sexual assault 
against a minor, the special 
court trying the case “shall 

presume” the accused to be 
guilty. The Court held that 
an accused cannot be asked 
to disprove their guilt even 
before the foundational 
allegations with supporting 
evidence that suggests 
guilt are placed by the 
prosecution before the 
court.

4. The Centre will determine 
the jurisdictions of the 

Krishna and Godavari 
river management boards 
(KRMB and GRMB), 
Union Jal Shakti Ministry 
(MoJS) announced at the 
Apex Council Meeting. 
The apex council was 
constituted by the Central 
Government under the 
provisions of Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganisation Act 
(APRA), 2014. This was the 
2nd meeting of the council, 
since 2016. It comprises the 
Union Jal Shakti Minister 
and the Chief Ministers 
of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh.

5. The Supreme Court (SC) 
has upheld the right to 

peaceful protest against 
the law but also cleared 
that public ways and 
public spaces cannot be 
occupied and that too 

indefinitely. The ruling 
came after a petition was 
filed in the SC highlighting 
problems caused by the 
protests which led to the 
roadblock and traffic 
problems. SC appreciated 
the existence of the right 
to peaceful protest against 
the legislation and held that 
“democracy and dissent go 
hand in hand, but then the 
demonstrations expressing 
dissent have to be in 
designated places alone”.

6. The Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (Regulation) 
Bill, 2020 has been 
introduced in the Lok 
Sabha. ART is used to 
treat infertility. It includes 
fertility treatments that 
handle both a woman’s egg 
and a man’s sperm. It works 
by removing eggs from a 
woman’s body and mixing 
them with sperm to make 
embryos. The embryos 
are then put back in the 
woman’s body. In Vitro 
fertilization (IVF) is the 
most common and effective 
type of ART. The Aim of 
the Bill is to regulate ART 
banks and clinics, allow the 
safe and ethical practice 
of ARTs and protect 
women and children from 
exploitation. Further, it was 
introduced to supplement 
the Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Bill, (SRB) 2019, 
which aims to prohibit 
commercial surrogacy in 
India.

7. A US House of 
Representatives panel 
submitted the report of a 
bipartisan investigation 
into the working of big 
technology companies like 

Legal Current Affairs
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Amazon, Apple, Google 
and Facebook. It called 

for the big technology 
companies to be broken up 
and also for a “presumptive 
prohibition against future 
mergers and acquisitions 
by the dominant platform”. 
These companies have been 
on the government radar in 
many countries for being 
big spenders and trying 
to steamroll competition 
by either buying out their 
rivals or pushing vendors 
to avoid working with 
their competitors. As part 
of reviewing the state of 
competition online, the US 
House panel probed these 
companies and looked into 
how they controlled the 
flow of data for themselves 
as well as their competition.

8. The Supreme Court has 
sought a response from 

the National Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR), to its 
request to eight States for 
immediate repatriation 
of children living in care 
homes with their families. 
The NCPCR requested 
to Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, 
Mizoram, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Maharashtra and 
Meghalaya for repatriation. 

These States combinedly 
have 1.84 lakh children in 
care homes. This accounts 
for over 70% of the children 
in care homes. 

9. The President has given 
his assent to a Bill passed 

by the Gujarat Assembly 
in 2019, which made some 
amendments to the ‘Gujarat 
Prohibition of Transfer of 
Immovable Property and 
Provisions of Tenants from 
Eviction from Premises 
in Disturbed Areas Act, 
1991’ - popularly known 
as the ‘Disturbed Areas 
(DA) Act’. The Act was first 
introduced in Ahmedabad 
in 1986. At that time, due to 
large scale and continuous 
riots in Ahmedabad city, 
a number of areas started 
witnessing distress sale of 
properties mainly by people 
of a particular community. 
To check that, the then 
Gujarat government had 
brought in an ordinance. 
Later, it was converted into 
the DA Act in 1991.

10. The Gurkha community in 
Assam has sought gazette 
notification ensuring that 
the safeguards according 
to Clause 6 of the 1985 
Assam Accord are also 
extended to Gurkha 
people of Assam. The 
demand for the safeguards 
by Gurkha community 
further intensified with 
the recommendations of 
the high-level committee 
formed under the 
Chairmanship of Biplab 
Kumar Sharma by the 

Union Home Ministry 
on Clause 6 of Assam 
Accord. The committee 
recommended that all 
Gurkhas of Assam are 
not indegenous Assamese 
people as per the definition 
of Assamese people. Clause 
6 of the Accord envisages 
constitutional, legislative 
and administrative 
safeguards for protecting, 
preserving and promoting 
the culture, social, linguistic 
identity and heritage of the 
Assamese people.

11. The Supreme Court (SC) 
upheld the 2011 order of

 
the Madras High Court 
(HC) on the Nilgiris 
elephant corridor, affirming 
the right of passage of the 
animals and the closure 
of resorts in the area. The 
Madras HC had said that 
the government is fully 
empowered under the 
‘Project Elephant’ of the 
Union government as well 
as Article 51 A(g) of the 
Constitution to notify the 
elephant corridor in the 
state’s Nilgiris district. 
The SC held that it’s the 
State’s duty to protect a 
“keystone species” like 
elephants, which are 
immensely important to the 
environment.

12. After the Galwan (India-
China) clash in Ladakh in 
June 2020, the International 
Committee for the Red 
Cross (ICRC) urged both 
the Indian and Chinese 
governments that they 
observe the Geneva 
Conventions to which both 
countries are signatories. 

The Geneva Conventions 
(1949) and their Additional 
Protocols are international 
treaties that contain the 
most important rules 
limiting the barbarity of 
war. They protect people 
who do not take part in 
the fighting (civilians, 
medics, aid workers) and 
those who can no longer 
fight (wounded, sick 
and shipwrecked troops, 
prisoners of war).

13. The US Justice Department 
has sued Google, accusing

 
the company of illegally 
abusing its dominance in 
internet search in ways 
that harm competitors and 
consumers. The lawsuit 
(or antitrust action against 
the company) comes after 
a report by the US House 
of Representatives panel 
that found Google and 
three other tech giants 
-- Facebook Inc, Apple 
Inc and Amazon.com 
Inc — all abused their 
power as gatekeepers in 
the digital economy to 
thwart competitive threats. 
According to the US 
Govt, Google is illegally 
protecting its dominant 
position in the market 
for search and search 
advertising with the deals it 
has struck with companies 
like Apple.

14. Facebook India’s policy 
head has appeared before 
the 30-member Joint 
Committee of Parliament 
which is examining the 
draft Personal Data 
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Protection Bill, 2019. However, 
Amazon has declined to 
appear on the ground 
of risky travel amidst 
the pandemic. Amazon, 
Twitter, Facebook, Google 
and Paytm are among the 
companies from whom 
the committee has sought 
views on data security and 
protection amid concerns 
that the privacy of users is 
being “compromised” for 
commercial interest.

15. Recently, in a letter to the 
Chief Justice of India (CJI),

 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister has accused the 
Supreme Court judge, 
Justice N.V. Ramana and 
some judges of Andhra 
Pradesh (AP) High Court 
of misconduct, corruption 
and political bias. The 
allegation against the judges 
is unprecedented since it 

has been made publicly.

16. The Gujarat High Court 
has become the first Court

 
to live stream judicial 
proceedings on YouTube 
channel. The High Court 
allowed the open court 
proceedings through the 

video conferencing, except 
the proceedings to be 
conducted in camera. In 
camera means in private 
chambers of a judge, 
with the press and public 
excluded. It observed that 
the initiative of live telecast 
is on an experimental 
basis and the aspect of 
continuing with or adapting 
the modality of live court 
proceedings will be decided 
based on the outcome of 
this trial.
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ARTICLES YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS
Explained: What are defence offsets?
Here’ everything you need to know

Effective today, the new 
Defence Acquisition Procedure 
removes the clause for offsets 
for certain kinds of defence 
contracts. How does the offset 
policy work, and why has this 
step been taken?

The Defence Ministry came 
up with its latest Defence 
Acquisition Procedure 2020 
(DAP 2020) on Monday, 
which comes into effect from 
Thursday, October 1. Changing 
a 15-year old policy, the 
government has decided to 
remove the clause for offsets 
if the equipment is being 
bought either through deals 
or agreements between two 
countries, or through an ab 
initio single-vendor deal.

What are defence offsets?

In simplest terms, the 
offset is an obligation by an 
international player to boost 
India’s domestic defence 
industry if India is buying 
defence equipment from it. 
Since defence contracts are 
costly, the government wants 
part of that money either to 
benefit the Indian industry, or 
to allow the country to gain in 
terms of technology.

The Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG), in a report 
submitted on September 23, 
defined offsets as a “mechanism 
generally established with the 
triple objectives of: (a) partially 
compensating for a significant 
outflow of a buyer country’s 
resources in a large purchase 
of foreign goods (b) facilitating 
induction of technology 
and (c) adding capacities 
and capabilities of domestic 
industry”.

An offset provision in a contract 
makes it obligatory on the 
supplier to either “reverse 
purchase, execute export orders 
or invest in local industry or in 
research and development” in 
the buyer’s domestic industry, 

according to CAG.

When was the policy 
introduced?

Amit Cowshish, a former 
Financial Advisor to the 
Defence Ministry, who 
retired in 2012 and continues 
to be part of the Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analysis, said the 
policy was adopted on the 
recommendations of the Vijay 
Kelkar Committee in 2005.

“The idea was that since we 
have been buying a lot of 
defence equipment from 
foreign countries, so that we 
can leverage our buying power 
by making them discharge 
offset obligations, which is the 
norm world over,” Cowshish 

said. “The first policy said 
that all defence procurements 
exceeding Rs 300 crore, 
estimated cost, will entail 
offset obligations of at least 
30%, which could be increased 
or decreased by the DAC 

(Defence Acquisition Council),” 
Cowshish said.

The Sixth Standing Committee 
on Defence (2005-06) had 
recommended in December 
2005 in its report on Defence 
Procurement Policy and 
Procedure that modalities 
for implementation of offset 
contracts should be worked out.

The first offset contract was 
signed in 2007.

The government stated the 
“objective for defence offsets” 
for the first time on August 
1, 2012: “The key objective of 
the Defence Offset Policy is to 
leverage capital acquisitions to 
develop Indian defence industry 
by (i) fostering development 
of internationally competitive 

enterprises, (ii) augmenting 
capacity for Research, Design 
and Development related 
to defence products and 
services and (iii) encouraging 
development of synergistic 
sectors like civil aerospace, and 

internal security”.

How can a foreign vendor fulfil 
its offset obligations?

There are multiple routes. Until 
2016, the vendor had to declare 
around the time of signing the 
contract the details about how 
it will go about it. In April 2016, 
the new policy amended it to 
allow it to provide it “either at 
the time of seeking offset credits 
or one year prior to discharge of 
offset obligations”.

The August 2012 Defence 
Ministry note mentioned these 
avenues

* Direct purchase of, or 
executing export orders for, 
eligible products manufactured 
by, or services provided by 
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Indian enterprises

* Foreign Direct Investment 
in joint ventures with Indian 
enterprises (equity investment) 
for eligible products and 
services

* Investment in ‘kind’ in terms 
of transfer of technology (TOT) 
to Indian enterprises, through 
joint ventures or through the 
non-equity route for eligible 
products and services

* Investment in ‘kind’ in Indian 
enterprises in terms of provision 
of equipment through the non-
equity route for manufacture 
and/or maintenance of products 
and services

* Provision of equipment 
and/or TOT to government 
institutions and establishments 
engaged in the manufacture 
and/or maintenance of eligible 
products, and provision of 
eligible services, including 
DRDO (as distinct from Indian 
enterprises).

* Technology acquisition 
by DRDO in areas of high 
technology.

Cowshish said the 2012 note 
also introduced offset banking 
and multipliers. “Banking means 
that in anticipation of getting 
a contract from the Defence 

Ministry, a vendor could 
discharge offsets and earn the 
credit which could be banked. 
Later on, if you got the contract, 
you could use the banked 
credits, subject to certain 
conditions.” He said.

For multipliers, Cowshish 
said, “if you discharge offset 
obligation by taking an MSME 
unit as an IOP (Indian Offset 
Partner for the foreign vendor), 
you get the multiplier of 1.5, 
which is to say if you discharge 
an offset obligation of Rs 100, 
but your IOP is an MSME unit, 
you will get an offset credit of 
Rs 150”.

The DAP 2020 has given 
transfer of critical technology 
to DRDO the highest multiplier 
of 4.

Will no defence contracts have 
offset clauses now?

Only government-to-
government agreements 
(G2G), ab initio single vendor 
contracts or inter-governmental 
agreements (IGA) will not 
have offset clauses anymore. 
For example, the deal to buy 
36 Rafale fighter jets, signed 
between the Indian and French 
governments in 2016, was an 
IGA.

“Ab initio single vendor means 

that when you start the process 
you have only one vendor… 
There can be a situation when 
you start with two or three 
vendors and issue Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to them, and 
are left with a single vendor, 
which is called a resultant single 
vendor situation,” Cowshish 
said. The Defence Ministry 
issues the RFP to only one 
vendor.

IGA is an agreement between 
two countries, and could be an 
umbrella contract, under which 
you can go on signing individual 
contracts, Cowshish said. G2G 
is transaction specific, or an 
acquisition specific agreement, 
he said.

According to DAP 2020, all 
other international deals that are 
competitive, and have multiple 
vendors vying for it, will 
continue to have a 30% offset 
clause.

Why was the clause removed?

Apurva Chandra, Director 
General of Acquisitions, said 
Monday that vendors would 
“load” extra cost in the contract 
to balance the costs, and doing 
away with the offsets can 
bring down the costs in such 
contracts.

Sources explained that there are 

“administrative costs” involved 
in discharging offset obligations, 
which the vendors pay.

Chandra had also mentioned 
recent CAG criticism.

What has the CAG said?

The CAG has been critical of 
the entire policy. From the first 
contract signed in 2007 until 
March 2018, CAG said, 46 offset 
contracts have been signed for 
Rs 66,427 crore. “On the whole, 
from 2007 till December 2018. 
Rs 19,223 crore worth of offsets 
should have been discharged. 
However, the claimed discharge 
of the offset obligation by the 
vendors till December 2018 was 
Rs 11,396 crore. This was only 
59 per cent of the offsets which 
were due by December 2018.”

It said the relevant authority had 
accepted claims of only Rs 5,457 
crore out of the Rs 11,396 crore 
and rest are either pending or 
rejected. “The remaining offset 
obligation of about Rs 55,000 
crore is due to be completed 
by 2024”. The CAG is not very 
hopeful of the obligations 
being met by 2024. It said the 
audit “found that the foreign 
vendors made various offset 
commitments to qualify for the 
main supply contract but later, 
were not earnest about fulfilling 
these commitments”.

The World Food Programme, 
a United Nations body, is the 
world’s largest humanitarian 
organisation addressing hunger 
and promoting food security

The Nobel Peace Prize was 
Friday awarded to the World 
Food Programme for feeding 
millions of people from Yemen 
to North Korea, with the 
coronavirus pandemic seen 
pushing millions more into 
hunger.

The WFP was honoured for 
“its efforts to combat hunger, 
for its contribution to bettering 
conditions for peace in conflict-

affected areas and for acting 
as a driving force in efforts to 
prevent the use of hunger as a 
weapon of war and conflict,” 
Nobel committee chairwoman 
Berit Reiss-Andersen said on 
unveiling the winner in Oslo.

Whether delivering food by 
helicopter or on the back of 
an elephant or a camel, the 
WFP prides itself on being 
“the leading humanitarian 
organisation” in a world where, 
by its own estimates, some 690 
million people  -- one in 11 -- go 
to bed on an empty stomach.

“With this year’s award, the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee 
wishes to turn the eyes of the 
world towards the millions of 
people who suffer from or face 
the threat of hunger,”  Reiss-
Andersen said.

Full list of Nobel prize 2020

Founded in 1961, the UN 
organisation helped 97 million 
people last year, distributing 15 
billion rations to people in 88 
countries last year.

The numbers are dizzying but 
only a fraction of the total 
number in need.

Despite making progress over 

the past three decades, the UN’s 
goal to eradicate hunger by 2030 
appears out of reach if current 
trends continue, according to 
experts.

Women and children are usually 
those most at risk.

War can be caused by 
hunger, but hunger is also 
a consequence of war, with 
people living in areas of conflict 
three times more likely to be 
undernourished than those 
living in countries at peace, the 
WFP says.

“There’s no two ways about it 
— we can’t end hunger unless 

World Food Programme wins Nobel Peace Prize 2020
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we put an end to conflict,” WFP 
executive director David Beasley 
said on September 21.

‘Famines of biblical proportions’

Yemen, which is living through 
what the UN has described as 
the “largest humanitarian crisis 
in the world”, is a stark example 
of this.

Both the UN and aid agencies 
have repeatedly raised the 
alarm over the disastrous 
consequences of the conflict 
which has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives since 2015, 
when a powerful military 

coalition led by Saudi Arabia 
joined the government’s fight 
against Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels.

The conflict has displaced three 
million people and pushed the 
country to the verge of famine.

Two-thirds of Yemen’s 30 
million people don’t know 
where their next meal will come 
from, WFP figures show.

The outlook for the world has 
grown even bleaker this year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which has led to earnings losses, 
made food more expensive and 
disrupted supply chains.

“The coronavirus pandemic has 
contributed to a strong upsurge 
in the number of victims of 
hunger in the world,” the Nobel 

committee said.

“In countries such as Yemen, 
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Nigeria, South 
Sudan and Burkina Faso, the 
combination of violent conflict 
and the pandemic has led to a 
dramatic rise in the number of 
people living on the brink of 
starvation,” it said.

In April, Beasley raised the 
alarm, saying: “We could be 
facing multiple famines of 

biblical proportions within a 
short few months.”

The global recession caused 
by the virus risks pushing an 
additional 83 to 132 million 
people into hunger, the UN said 
in a report published in mid-
July.

This is the 12th time the Peace 
Prize has gone to the UN, one of 
its agencies or personalities — 
more than any other laureate.

The virus will also affect the 
Nobel Peace Prize ceremony on 
December 10 in Oslo, which has 
been scaled back due to corona 
restrictions.

The award consists of a gold 
medal, a diploma and a cheque 
for 10 million Swedish kronor 
(950,000 euros, $1.1 million).

On Monday, the Nobel 
Committee awarded the prize 
for physiology and medicine for 
discovering the liver-ravaging 
hepatitis C virus. Tuesday’s 
prize for physics honoured 
breakthroughs in understanding 
the mysteries of cosmic black 
holes, and the chemistry prize 
on Wednesday went to scientists 
behind a powerful gene-editing 
tool. American poet Louise 
Glück won the 2020 Nobel Prize 
in Literature on Thursday.

The Nobel Memorial Prize 
in Economic Science will be 
announced on October 12 in 
Sweden.

Mumbai police are looking 
at alleged manipulation of 
Television Rating Points. 
How do channels score TRPs? 
What are the ways in which 
manipulation is possible, and 
how often has it been alleged in 
the past?

Mumbai Police Commissioner 
Param Bir Singh said on 

Thursday that police are looking 
into a scam about manipulation 
of TRPs (Television Rating 
Points) by rigging the devices 
used by the Broadcast Audience 
Research Council (BARC) 
India, which has the mandate to 
measure television audience in 
India.

What is TRP?

In simple terms, TRPs represent 
how many people, from which 
socio-economic categories, 
watched which channels for how 
much time during a particular 
period. This could be for an 
hour, a day, or even a week; 
India follows the international 
standard of one minute. The 
data is usually made public 
every week.

A consultation paper 
about television audience 
measurement and ratings in 
India floated by the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI) in 2018 defined its 
importance as: “On the basis 
of audience measurement 
data, ratings are assigned 
to various programmes on 
television. Television ratings 

The Manipulation of Television Rating Points: 
How TRPs work, the scam
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in turn influence programmes 
produced for the viewers. 
Better ratings would promote a 
programme while poor ratings 
will discourage a programme. 
Incorrect ratings will lead to 
production of programmes 
which may not be really popular 
while good programmes may be 
left out.”

A FICCI-EY report on India’s 
media and entertainment 
industry for last year said the 
size of the TV industry was 
Rs 78,700 crore last year, and 
TRPs are the main currency 
for advertisers to decide which 
channel to advertise on by 
calculating the cost-per-rating-
point (CPRP).

What is BARC?

It is an industry body jointly 
owned by advertisers, ad 
agencies, and broadcasting 
companies, represented by The 
Indian Society of Advertisers, 
the Indian Broadcasting 
Foundation and the Advertising 
Agencies Association of India. 
Though it was created in 2010, 
the I&B Ministry notified the 
Policy Guidelines for Television 
Rating Agencies in India on 
January 10, 2014 and registered 
BARC in July 2015 under 
these guidelines, to carry out 
television ratings in India.

How is TRP calculated?

BARC has installed “BAR-
O-meters” in over 45,000 
empanelled households. These 
households are classified into 
12 categories under the New 
Consumer Classification System 
(NCCS), the so-called “new 
SEC” adopted by BARC in 2015, 
based on the education level of 
the main wage earner and the 
ownership of consumer durables 
from a list of 11 items ranging 
from an electricity connection 
to a car.

While watching a show, 
members of the household 
register their presence by 
pressing their viewer ID button 
— every person in household 

has a separate ID — thus 
capturing the duration for 
which the channel was watched 
and by whom, and providing 
data on viewership habits across 
age and socio-economic groups. 
The panel chosen to capture 
TRPs must be representative 
of the country’s population, 
and the methodology must 
be economically viable for the 
industry.

How can TRP data be rigged?

If broadcasters can find the 
households where devices are 

installed, they can either bribe 
them to watch their channels, or 
ask cable operators or multi-
system operators to ensure 
their channel is available as the 
“landing page” when the TV is 
switched on.

For TRPs, it does not matter 
what the entire country is 
watching, but essentially what 
the 45,000-odd households 
supposed to represent TV 
viewership of the country have 
watched. Broadcasters can target 
these households to fudge actual 
viewership data.

In the 2018 consultation paper, 
TRAI said: “One of the biggest 
challenges has been the absence 
of any specific law through 
which the agents/ suspects 
involved in panel tampering/
infiltration could be penalised”. 
It noted that BARC “has filed 
FIRs in various police stations 
against the agents/ suspects 
involved in panel tampering/
infiltration” but its efforts “to 
mitigate panel tampering/ 
infiltration have been hampered 

due to absence of any legal 
framework”.

How does panel tampering 
affect TRPs?

TRAI mentioned “panel 
infiltration has a significant 
impact when the panel size is 
smaller” and “with the increase 
in panel size, infiltration 
of panel homes becomes 
challenging”.

A senior industry insider said 
BARC has filed multiple FIRs 
in the past “as it tracks unusual 

viewership behaviour and takes 
action”. In the current case, the 
insider said an FIR was filed 
against employees of Hansa 
Research, which BARC hires for 
certain field jobs like going to 
panel households. BARC hires 
multiple agencies so that no 
single agency has the entire map 
of panel households across the 
country.

The source cited the example 
of English TV news, which has 
a small share of the national 
viewership pie at around 1.5%, 
which means that for around 
45,000 panel households, 
around 700 households will 
contribute to the viewership. 
“What actually happens is that 
while your sample is around 
700, not all of them are watching 
English TV news every day. 
Actual watching will be around 
350 homes.” In such a scenario, 
the source said, “if you manage 
to rig 10 among the heavy 
viewing homes, then you can 
swing the needle big time”.

When the sample is smaller, 
“manipulation becomes easier”. 
In a genre like English news, 
“because fewer homes will 
have larger weightage, change 
in behaviour of one home gets 
amplified at a much larger scale 
nationwide”.

Additionally, as each channel 
tries to project itself as a 
market leader in a particular 
segment, it slices the data into 
socio-economic brackets on 
the basis of NCCS, age, gender, 
time slots (primetime) etc to 
find the perfect data slice. This 
too increases relative error in 
the data, because of the small 
sample size.

How often have allegations 
been made?

For over a decade, questions 
have been raised by people 
from within the industry. In a 
letter to the BARC chairman 
in July, News Broadcasters 
Association president Rajat 
Sharma, who owns India TV 
News, complained against the 
ratings of TV9 Bharatvarsh, and 
said “several news broadcasters 
have written to BARC drawing 
their attention that every week’s 
ratings are not in correlation 
to the basics of television” 
and “the manipulated data is 
being released week after week 
without taking any remedial 
action”. Sharma had said that 
“these are corrupt practices, 
which are being done with 
complete connivance with 
BARC and the broadcaster”.

Two years ago, the I&B Ministry 
had raised concerns that BARC 
was under-reporting viewership 
of Doordarshan, and floated the 
idea of chip-based activity logs 
through all set-top boxes. The 
idea was finally rejected.

In 2017, the editor of one of the 
top five English news channels 
had written to BARC about how 
a few households from Gujarat 
were contributing heavily 
to a rival channel’s overall 
viewership.
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Explained: The three farm Bills introduced by 
Rajasthan, what they seek to achieve

As the issue became increasingly 
political, Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi directed party-
ruled states to explore the 
possibility of passing Bills to 
“bypass” and “negate” provisions 
of the contentious farm laws.

The Rajasthan Assembly on 
Saturday tabled three Bills to 
negate the impact of Centre’s 
new farm laws cleared by the 
Parliament in September.

Parliamentary Affairs minister 
Shanti Kumar Dhariwal 
introduced The Farmers 
Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) 
(Rajasthan Amendment) 
Bill, 2020, The Farmers 
(Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services (Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020, and The 
Essential Commodities (Special 
Provisions and Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020.

The three Bills introduced in 
Rajasthan are similar to the 
amendment Bills passed by 
Punjab, another Congress ruled 
state, on October 20. The Bills 
are expected to be taken up for 
discussion, and passed, when 
the Assembly re-convenes on 
Monday.

What is the rationale given by 
the state to amend the three 
central farm laws?

For the first two Bills, the state 
government cites “extraordinary 
outrage amongst the farmers, 
farm labourers and all others 
engaged in incidental and 
ancillary agricultural activities, 
including those engaged in 
production, handling and sale of 
agricultural produce including 
vegetables, fruits etc” due to the 
central laws.

It says that “the direct 
consequence of the Central 
Act(s) would be to nullify 

the minimum support price 
mechanism that has stood 
the test of time and introduce 
several other infirmities and 
distortions operating to the 
grave detriment and prejudice of 
agriculture and the communities 
associated with it”.

The state government says the 
central laws “are vulnerable to 
encroachment and manipulation 

by vested corporate interests 
through provisions contained 
therein and leaving the farmer 
open to the vagaries of market 
forces for getting remunerative 
price for agriculture produce, 
including fruits and vegetables. 
No check has been provided 
against exploitation of farmer”.

Citing the Agriculture Census 
2015-16, the government 
further says that 86.2 per cent 
of farmers own less than five 

acres of land and a majority of 
them own less than two acres of 
land, thus falling in the category 
of small and marginal farmers 
“and consequently have limited 
or no access to multiple markets 
with an inherent handicap of 
bargaining power to negotiate 
fair price contracts”.

For the third Bill — The 
Essential Commodities (Special 

Provisions and Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020, the 
state says that the amendment 
passed by the Centre 
empowers the government to 
control production, supply 
and distribution of essential 
commodities. “Newly 
inserted sub-section (1A) 
broadly provides that Central 
Government may regulate 
the supply of food stuff under 
extra ordinary circumstances 
and stock limit of agricultural 

produce subject certain 
conditions,” it says.

The Ashok Gehlot government 
states that as per the 
Constitution, the “production, 
supply and distribution of 
goods” – baring certain 
exceptions in the Concurrent 
list – is a state subject. It, 
however, ignores entry 33 (b) 
of the Concurrent list, which 

covers “the trade and commerce 
in, and the production, supply 
and distribution of foodstuffs, 
including edible oilseeds and 
oils”.

What are the key features of 
the Farmers’ Produce Trade 
and Commerce (Promotion 
and Facilitation) (Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020?

The Bill, which relates to the 
Centre’s Farmers’ Produce Trade 
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and Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Act, 2020, seeks to 
penalise traders, if they harass 
farmers, with a punishment of 
3-7 years or a minimum fine of 
Rs 5 lakh, or both. As per the 
Bill, harassment will be treated 
as committed when the trader 
does not accept the delivery of 
the farm produce agreed upon 
or, having accepted the delivery, 
does not make the payment to 
the farmer in accordance with 
the terms of the agreement or 
within three days from the date 
of receipt of delivery of goods, 
whichever is earlier.

The Central law prohibited 
imposition of any “market fee 
or cess or levy” on any farmer 
or trader or electronic trading 
in a farmers’ produce trade area. 
The Rajasthan Bill allows the 
state to impose a fee/cess, etc on 
agricultural produce brought or 
bought or sold “by a corporate 
or trader” and then credit it 
back to farmers, through various 
means, for their welfare.

It also states that a dispute may 
be resolved through the State 

APMC Act rather than through 
a sub-divisional Magistrate, as 
given in the Central Act.

What are the key features of 
the Farmers (Empowerment 
and Protection) Agreement 
on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services (Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020?

This Bill, which deals 
with the Centre’s Farmers 
(Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services Act, 2020, 
has a key clause stating that 
“no Farming Agreement for the 
sale or purchase of a crop shall 
be valid unless the price paid 
for such agricultural produce 
is equal to, or greater than, the 
prevailing MSPs, announced by 
the Central Government for that 
crop”.

The Central Act states that 
following a farming agreement, 
the said agriculture produce is 
exempt from any state act. The 
Rajasthan government, however, 
seeks to impose a fee or cess to 
the produce under APMC Act 

and utilise it for the welfare of 
farmers. Crucially, the burden 
of the fee or cess “shall not be 
transferred on the farmer,” states 
the Bill.

What are the key features of the 
Essential Commodities (Special 
Provisions and Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2020?

The Bill, which mainly 
deals with Centre’s Farmers 
(Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services Act, 2020, 
empowers the state “to order 
for regulating or prohibiting the 
production, supply, distribution, 
imposing stock limits under 
extraordinary circumstances, 
which may include famine, price 
rise, natural calamity or any 
other situation”. It essentially 
seeks to protect consumers from 
hoarding and black-marketing 
of agricultural produce, 
including vegetables, fruits, etc.

Will the Bills become an Act?

The introduction of the Bills 
come in the backdrop of fierce 
protests by farmers, especially 

in Punjab and Haryana, after 
the Central government passed 
the legislations hurriedly in 
the Parliament. The President 
gave his assent to Centre’s three 
farm Bills in September, even 
as Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), 
one of the oldest allies of the BJP 
and a founding member of the 
NDA, parted ways with the BJP.

As the issue became increasingly 
political, Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi directed party-
ruled states to explore the 
possibility of passing Bills to 
“bypass” and “negate” provisions 
of the contentious farm laws, 
with the party high command 
circulating a draft a Bill to the 
states. Article 254(2) of the 
Constitution allows a state 
to make changes to central 
legislation on a subject on the 
concurrent list only if it gets 
Presidential assent.

While the party does not expect 
President Ram Nath Kovind to 
clear any move to circumvent 
the new farm laws, its leadership 
believes it would be “a strong 
political statement”.

Pakistan failed to deliver on 
action against organisations 
linked to terror groups banned 
by the UN Security Council, 
and delays in prosecution of 
banned individuals and entities 
like Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz 
Saeed and LeT operations chief 
Zaki Ur Rahman Lakhvi as well 
as Jaish-e- Mohammad chief 
Masood Azhar.

The Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) on Friday 
decided to keep Pakistan 
on the “greylist” till the next 
review of its compliance to the 
recommendations in February 
next year.

“Pakistan has made progress 
across all action plan items and 
has now largely addressed 21 

of 27 action items. As all action 
plan deadlines have expired, the 
FATF strongly urges Pakistan to 
swiftly complete its full action 
plan by February 2021,” said an 
FATF statement issued in Paris 
at the end of the Plenary session, 
on the decision to keep Pakistan 
in the list of “Jurisdictions 
under increased monitoring” or 
greylist. 

At the FATF Plenary, sources 
said, Turkey proposed 
that the members should 
consider Pakistan’s good work 
and instead of waiting for 
completion of the remaining 
six of the 27 parameters, an 
FATF on-site team should 
visit Pakistan to finalise its 
assessment.

On-site teams are permitted 
only after jurisdictions complete 
their Action Plans. Normally 

such a visit is a signal for exit 
from the grey or black list. 
When the proposal was placed 

before the 38-member Plenary, 
no other member seconded the 
move. It was not supported by 

even China, Malaysia and Saudi 
Arabia, according to the sources.

FATF keeps Pakistan on grey list till next review 
in February 2021
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The Bench held that while 
the right to protest is a 
constitutionally protected 
right, it cannot be exercised 
in a manner so as to cause 
obstruction to other citizens.

Pronouncing its verdict on 
the balance between the right 
to protest and other rights in 
relation to the protests that took 
place at Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh 
this year, the Supreme Court has 
held that public spaces cannot 
be occupied indefinitely.

It was noted that the a seven-
judge Bench of the Supreme 
Court in the PA Inamdar 
case had held that a provision 
for 15% NRI quota was not 
compulsory.

The Supreme Court today 
ruled that private medical 
colleges are not compulsorily 
required to provide a quota for 
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs).

Shaheen Bagh protests: “Public spaces cannot 
be occupied indefinitely”, Supreme Court

NRI quota neither sacrosanct nor inviolable: 
Supreme Court on right of private medical and 

dental colleges to scrap NRI quota

The FATF finally decided to 
keep Pakistan in the “greylist”, 
as was earlier reported by The 
Hindu. Pakistan has now almost 
four months to comply with 
the recommendations as its 
performance will now be put to 
scrutiny in the next Plenary in 
February 2021.

The points on which Pakistan 
failed to deliver included its lack 
of action against the charitable 
organisations or non-profit 
organisations linked to the 
terror groups banned by the UN 

Security Council; and delays 
in the prosecution of banned 
individuals and entities like 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief 
Hafiz Saeed and LeT operations 
chief, Zaki Ur Rahman Lakhvi, 
as well as Jaish-e- Mohammad 
chief Masood Azhar.

While Saeed was sentenced in 
February this year to 11 years 
in prison for terror financing, 
and he remains behind bars, the 
Pakistan government claims the 
others are “untraceable”. Queries 
have been raised on each of the 

missing persons and about the 
efforts made to trace them.

The FATF has also noted that 
there were few convictions of 
terror commanders of UN-
designated entities affiliated 
to the Al Qaeda and the 
Haqqani network. Pakistan 
was found non-compliant 
in cracking down on terror 
financing through narcotics and 
smuggling of mining products 
including precious stones.

The FATF process also showed 

concern about the 4,000 
names that were on Pakistan’s 
Schedule-IV list under the Anti-
Terrorism Act up to January, 
but went missing in September 
2020. Pakistan has been asked as 
to how this happened.

The FATF “greylist” refers to 
countries that are “monitored 
jurisdictions”, while the 
“blacklist” refers to those facing 
a “call to action” or severe 
banking strictures, sanctions 
and difficulties in accessing 
loans.
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It cited a 2012 Supreme Court 
verdict which declared such 
detainees could not be deprived 
of basic rights and dignity.

On October 7, the Gauhati 
High Court declared foreigners 
detention centres had to be 
moved out of jail premises in 
Assam. The court was hearing 
a petition asking how detention 

centres, used to hold persons 
identified as “foreigners” 
and awaiting deportation/ 
repatriation or persons waiting 
for their citizenship claims to be 
settled, should be operated.

The high court cited a 2012 
Supreme Court verdict in a 
case concerning 37 Pakistani 
prisoners who had completed 
their sentence but could not be 
repatriated as their nationality 
had not been confirmed.

The Supreme Court had said 
that even though the prisoners’ 
nationality had not been 
determined, they could not be 
deprived of basic human rights 
and dignity. It had ordered that 
the 37 prisoners be released 
from jail immediately and 
kept at appropriate places with 
restricted movement, pending 
their deportation.

The Gauhati High Court also 
cited the 2014 guidelines sent 
out by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to the states and Union 
Territories in compliance with 
the 2012 verdict, asking them to 
set up detention centres outside 
jail premises. The centres 
should ensure that detainees 
had basic amenities, a hygienic 
environment and space to 

move around in a compound, 
the home ministry instructed. 
These buildings were to have 
round-the-clock security; male 
and female detainees were to be 
segregated.

The home ministry said that the 
maintenance of such detention 
centres should be entrusted to 
the Social Welfare Department. 
It added that if there were 
no suitable buildings, or if 
acquiring land and constructing 
such centres were to take time, 
the state government could hire 
buildings for detention centres. 
The home ministry had also 
compiled a model manual for 
detention centres.

No temporary measure

Assam failed to comply with 
the Supreme Court order and 
the Centre’s instructions, the 

Gauhati High Court pointed 
out, as a part of the existing 
jail premises in Goalpara, 
Kokrajhar, Jorhat, Silchar, 
Dibrugarh and Tezpur still 
served as detention centres

The Assam government had 
argued that a 2018 notification 
by the Centre allows a part of 
jail premises to be converted 

into detention centres as a 
temporary measure if no other 
buildings are available. The 
Gauhati High Court observed 
that 10 years have passed since 
jail premises in Goalpara, 
Kokrajhar and Silchar were 
declared detention centres, 
which cannot be said to be a 
temporary arrangement. “Even 
in respect of Jorhat, Dibrugarh 
and Tezpur a period of 5 years 
is almost over which also again 
cannot be strictly said to be a 
temporary arrangement,” the 
court observed.

The High Court ordered the 
state government to submit an 
“action taken” report on steps to 
set up detention centre outside 
jail premises. The report is listed 
for hearing on October 16.

Assam had published a National 
Register of Citizens in August 

2019. The stated aim of the 
National Register of Citizens 
is to separate genuine Indian 
citizens from undocumented 
immigrants living in the state. 
According to its terms, anyone 
who cannot prove that they or 
their ancestors entered Assam 
before midnight on March 24, 
1971, cannot be considered a 
citizen.

Over 19 lakh people were 
excluded from the final citizens’ 
list. Foreigners’ Tribunals, quasi 
judicial bodies tasked with 
deciding on matters of disputed 
nationality, were supposed 
hear appeals against their 
exclusion. Should their claims to 
citizenship be rejected, they face 
detention.

In March, the Centre revealed 
there were 3,331 people in six 
detention centres across Assam, 
although several hundred have 
been released since then. Many 
of the detainees claim to be 
Indian citizens who were locked 
up because they were held 
suspect by Assam’s foreigner 
detection mechanisms or could 
not furnish adequate documents 
to prove citizenship.

Gauhati High Court says foreigners detention 
centres cannot be part of jail premises
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The Supreme Court recently 
delivered a judgement in which 
it held that the relief granting 
right to residence to a married 
woman under the domestic 
violence law by a criminal 
court is “relevant” and can 
be considered even in civil 
proceedings seeking her eviction 
from the matrimonial home.

1. Alongside, the Court termed 
the 2005 law on protection of 
women from domestic violence 
as a “milestone”

Important observations made 
by the Court:

Despite the 2005 law, offences 

against women is “rampant” 
in this country and they face 
“violence in some form or the 
other on almost every day”.

A woman resigns her fate to the 
never ending cycle of enduring 
violence and discrimination 
as a daughter, a sister, a wife, 
a mother, a partner or a single 
woman in her lifetime.

Non-retaliation by women 
against violence, coupled with 
the absence of laws addressing 
women’s issues, ignorance of the 
existing laws enacted for them 
and societal attitude makes 
them vulnerable.

What is Protection of Women 
from Domestic Violence Act 
2005?

It is an act to provide for more 
effective protection of the rights 
of Women guaranteed under the 
Constitution who are victims of 
violence of any kind occurring 
within the family and for 
matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto.

1. It is the first significant 
attempt in India to recognise 
domestic abuse as a punishable 
offence, to extend its provisions 
to those in live-in relationships, 
and to provide for emergency 
relief for the victims, in addition 
to legal recourse.

Conclusion:

The progress of any society 
depends on its ability to protect 
and promote the rights of its 
women. Guaranteeing equal 
rights and privileges to women 
by the Constitution of India had 
marked the step towards the 
transformation of the status of 
the women in this Country.

All India Judges Association 
resolution condemns missive 
to CJI.

The All India Judges Association 
has passed a resolution 
condemning Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s letter against Supreme 
Court judge, Justice N.V. 
Ramana, as a “deliberate attempt 
to scandalise and coerce the 
judiciary”. The Association said 
the “tone, tenor and timing of 
the letter portrays malafide and 
appears to be orchestrated for 
hidden agendas”.

“The Executive Committee of 
All India Judges Association 
considers this act to be a 
deliberate attempt to scandalise 
and coerce the judiciary and 
legal fraternity. Moreover, such 
a scandalous letter interferes 
with the sovereignty of the 
judges conferred under our 
Constitution,” the resolution 
passed on October 18 said. The resolution also condemned “all such attacks on the judicial 

institution by vested interests, 
who are bent upon to destroy 
judicial dignity and the 
independence of the judiciary 
and try to intimidate judges for 
favourable orders”.

The letter and its release to 
the media has created a furore 
among the legal fraternity, with 
many similar resolutions passed 
by several Bar bodies objecting 
to Mr. Reddy’s actions as an 
affront to the judiciary.

Sinister: Bar Council

The Bar Council of India (BCI), 
the apex lawyers’ body in the 
country, called the release of 
the letter a “sinister act” and a 
“manifestation of the conspiracy 
to scandalise and malign judges”.

BCI linked Mr. Reddy’s move 
to a PIL being heard by a 
Bench led by Justice Ramana to 
decriminalise politics and speed 
up the prosecution of corrupt 
politicians across the country.

Supreme Court Terms 2005 Law On 
Domestic Violence As ”Milestone”

Jagan letter aims to ‘coerce judiciary’,
says judges body
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