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(Q.1-Q.7): 

 Terming India’s winning of a non-
permanent seat of the UN Security 
Council one of its “best performances” 
ever, the Union government said the 
majority of votes it received in the 
General Assembly demonstrated the 
“goodwill” the country enjoyed. In 
the election decided overnight on 
Wednesday, India secured [1] of the 
192 votes, far in excess of the 128, or 
two-thirds minimum, it needed to be 
confirmed.

 India’s term on the [2]-member 
Council will be its eighth. India 
thanked the government of [3], 
which had allowed India to contest 
unopposed by giving up its bid for the 
seat in favour of India in 2013.

 Several countries, including the 
permanent Security Council 
members, the U.S., the U.K., France, 
Russia and China, congratulated 
India.

 Source: Edited and recreated from the 
news reporting of The Hindu

1. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [1] – the number of votes 
India has won to secure this place?

 (a) 182 (b) 184

 (c)  187 (d) 189

2. How many members are there in the 
UNSC - [2]?

 (a)  5 (b)  10

 (c)  15 (d)  20

3. Which of the following countries 
has been redacted by [3] – whose 
government gave up its bid for the 
seat in favour of India in 2013?

 (a) Sri Lanka (b) Bangladesh

 (c) Bhutan (d) Afghanistan

4. Who was the Chairman of the 74th 
session of the UN General Assembly?

 (a) Tijjani Muhammad-Bande

 (b) Lana Nusseibeh

 (c) Joanna Wronecka

 (d) Karen Pierce

5. Which of the following grouping 
represents the G4 nations which 
support each other’s bids for 
permanent seats on the United 
Nations Security Council?

 (a) Brazil, Canada, India, and Japan

 (b) Brazil, Germany, India, and 

Canada

 (c) Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan

 (d) Canada, Germany, India, and Japan

6. Which of the following groups reject 
the addition of any further countries 
in the UNSC permanent seats?

 (a)  P5

 (b)  Uniting for Consensus (UfC)

 (c)  Tea Club 

 (d)  Status Quoists (SQs)

7. The election for President of the 75th 
session of the UN General Assembly 
(UNGA) was also held along with the 

elections for the temporary seats of 
UNSC. Who has been elected as the 
President of the 75th session of the 
UN General Assembly (UNGA)?

 (a)  Abdullah Gul (b) Efkan Ala

 (c) Volkan Bozkir (d) Emrullah Isler

8. Consider the following statements – 

 1.  India belongs to the South Asia 
group in the United Nations 
Security Council grouping

 2.  India’s bid was unanimously 
endorsed by the 55-member 
grouping, including China and 
Pakistan, in June last year

 3.  Canada was not elected to its 
contested seat 

  Which of the above statements 
are correct?

 (a) Only 1 and 2 (b) Only 2 and 3

 (c) Only 1 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3

9. Mr. Jaishankar gave India’s overall 
objective during its forthcoming 
UNSC tenure as an acronym 
‘NORMS’. What does it stand for?

 (a)  New Orientation for a Reframed 
Mediation System

 (b) New Oriented Routine 
Multilateral System

 (c) New Orientation for a Routine 
Mediations System

 (d) New Orientation for a Reformed 
Multilateral System

10. The UNGA elects _______non-
permanent members ______ year/s.

 (a) 3, every (b) 5, every two

 (c) 3, every two (d) 5, every 

1. (b)  184

2. (c)  15

3. (d)  Afghanistan

4. (a)  Tijjani Muhammad-Bande

5. (c)  Brazil, Germany, India, and   
 Japan 

6. (b)  Uniting for Consensus (UfC)

7. (c)  Volkan Bozkir

8. (b)  Only 2 and 3

9. (d)  New Orientation for a Reformed  
 Multilateral System

10. (d)  5, every

Hint [Q.1-Q.10]: The United Nations Security 
Council is one of the six principal organs 
of the United Nations, charged with 
ensuring international peace and security, 
recommending the admission of new 

UN members to the General Assembly, 
and approving any changes to the UN 
Charter. It has five permanent and ten 
temporary members. In the election 
decided overnight on Wednesday, India 
secured 184 of the 192 votes, far in excess 
of the 128, or two-thirds minimum, it 
needed to be confirmed. Others that won 
were Mexico with 187 votes, Norway 130 
and Ireland 128, defeating Canada, which 
won 108. India’s term on the 15-member 
Council will be its eighth. The Indian 
government has thanked the government 
of Afghanistan, which had allowed India to 
contest unopposed by giving up its bid for 
the seat in favour of India in 2013.

 Earlier in June, Mr. Jaishankar gave India’s 
overall objective during its forthcoming 
UNSC tenure as an acronym ‘NORMS’ 
— New Orientation for a Reformed 
Multilateral System, making it clear 
that U.N. reforms, including the push 
for expanding the UNSC permanent 

membership, would be high on agenda 
when it assumes the UNSC seat.

 Each year the General Assembly elects 
five non-permanent members (out of 
10 in total) for a two-year term.The 10 
non-permanent seats are distributed on a 
regional basis - five for African and Asian 
States; one for Eastern European States; 
two for the Latin American and Caribbean 
States; and two for Western European and 
other States. Turkish diplomat Volkan 
Bozkir was elected President of the 
forthcoming session of the UN General 
Assembly in a vote held on Wednesday that 
was emblematic of its time. India has been 
elected from the Asia Pacific group, which 
has 55 nations. India has been elected 
unanimously within the group.

 The G4 nations comprising Brazil, 
Germany, India, and Japan are four 
countries which support each other’s 
bids for permanent seats on the United 
Nations Security Council. Each of these 

four countries have figured among the 
elected non-permanent members of the 
council since the UN’s establishment. 
Their economic and political influence 
has grown significantly in the last 
decades, reaching a scope comparable to 
the permanent members (P5). However, 
the G4’s bids are often opposed by the 
Uniting for Consensus movement, and 
particularly their economic competitors 
or political rivals. Uniting for Consensus 
(UfC) is a movement, nicknamed the 
Coffee Club, that developed in the 1990s 
in opposition to the possible expansion 
of permanent seats in the United Nations 
Security Council. Under the leadership 
of Italy, it aims to counter the bids for 
permanent seats proposed by G4 nations 
(Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan) and is 
calling for a consensus before any decision 
is reached on the form and size of the 
Security Council. 

Current  Affairs 
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(Q.11-Q.18):   

 Since the morning of May 27, natural 
gas has been continuously flowing 
out of a gas well in Assam following a 
blowout — or a sudden, uncontrolled 
release of gas/oil. With authorities 
unable to control it, experts from a 
Singapore firm reached Assam today. 
Meanwhile, people from surrounding 
villages have been evacuated, while 
a variety of fish and an endangered 
Gangetic dolphin have died.

 The [1] well is a purely gas-producing 
well in [2] district. It was drilled by 
Oil India Limited (OIL) in 2006. It 
produces around 80,000 standard 
cubic metres per day (SCMD) of gas 
from a depth of 3,870 metres. As 
per officials, the current discharge 
is at 90,000 SCMD at a pressure of 
4,200 PSI, far higher than the normal 
producing pressure of around 2,700 
PSI. “It’s a very good reservoir, one 
of the most prolific gas reservoirs 
owned by OIL,” said Tridiv Hazarika, 
spokesperson of OIL.

 In the recent past, two comparable 
blowouts have happened in Assam: 
at an OIL-owned oil well in Dikhom 
(Dibrugarh) in 2005 and an ONGC-
owned oil well in Rudrasagar in the 
1970s. The latter took three months to 
contain.

 Source: Edited and recreated from the 
news reporting of The Indian Express

11. Which of the following oil-wells has 
been redacted by [1]?

 (a) Naharkatiya 2 (b) Baghjan 3

 (c) Naharkatiya 4 (d) Baghjan 5

12. Which of the following districts has 
been redacted by [2]?

 (a) Udalguri (b) Tinsukia

 (c) Golaghat (d) Karimganj

13. The oil-leak has occurred close to a 
national park which has caused many 
environmental problems. Which 
national park is this? 

 (a) Manas National Park

 (b) Orang National Park

 (c) Nameri National Park

 (d) Dibru-Saikhowa National Park

 

14. What penalty has been slapped on 
OIL by the National Green Tribunal 
recently?

 (a) Rs. 10 crore (b) Rs. 15 crore

 (c) Rs. 20 crore (d) Rs. 25 crore

15. Consider the following statements – 

 1. Maguri Motapung Wetland is 
located near the oil-leak site

 2. It is a Ramasar site

 Which of the above statements is 
correct?

 (a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

16. Where is the operational headquarters 
of OIL situated? 

 (a) Hyderabad (b) Haldia

 (c) Digboi (d) Duliajan

17. Why is a blowout caused?

 (a)  Due to high temperature near the 
oil-field

 (b)  Due to increase of pressure in the 
oil-field

 (c) Due to presence of flammable 
object in the oil-field which 
causes the field to explode and 

blowout

 (d)  Both a and b

18. Which of the following places 
recently encountered a huge gas leak 
of styrene gas?

 (a) Vellore (b) Vishakapatnam 

 (c) Madurai (d) Mysuru

(Q.19-Q.23): 

 The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
raised objection in the Delhi High 
Court over maintainability of a plea 
seeking to declare PM CARES Fund 
as a ‘public authority’ under the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act. Justice 
Navin Chawla, who conducted the 
hearing through video conferencing, 
was told by Solicitor General [1], who 
represented PMO, that he will file a 
response explaining why this petition 
should not be entertained.

 The high court listed the matter for 
further hearing on August 28.

 The high court was hearing a plea 
by Samyak Gangwal challenging a 
June 2 order of the Central Public 
Information Officer (CPIO), PMO, 
refusing to provide documents sought 
by him on the ground that PM Cares 
Fund is not a public authority under 
the RTI Act.

 The plea sought direction to set aside 
the CPIO’s order and to provide the 
documents as sought by him in the 
RTI application.

 The petition, filed through advocates 
Debopriyo Moulik and Ayush 
Shrivastava, said as a measure to 
combat COVID 19 pandemic, the 
PMO on March 28, through a press 
note announced the creation of a 
public charitable trust by the name of 
Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance 
and Relief in Emergency Situations 
Fund (PM CARES Fund).

 In the press release, the PMO 
appealed to the citizens of the country 
to generously donate to the PM 
CARES Fund in light of severe health 
and economic ramifications of the 
COVID 19 pandemic, it said, adding 
that the donations in the fund would 
qualify as CSR and exemption from 
tax.

19. Which of the following has been 
replaced by [1] in the above Passage ?

 (a) Tushar Mehta (b) Rajiv Mehrishi 

 (c) Sanjay Jain  (d) Harish Salve

20. Which of the following is not in the 
composition of the PM CARE fund ?

 (a) Prime Minister 

 (b) Defence Minister 

 (c) Home Minister 

 (d) Agriculture Minister 

21. The Prime Minister’s National Relief 
Fund (PMNRF), was established in 
the year – 

 (a) 1950 (b) 1948

 (c) 1960 (d) 1962 

22. Section 2(h) of the RTI Act “Public 
authority” means any authority or 
body or institution of self government 
established or constituted –

 (a)  By or under the Constitution

 (b) By any other law made by 
Parliament/State Legislature

 (c)  Both a and b 

 (d)  None of the above

23. Consider the following statements

1. PMNRF has not been constituted by 
the Parliament.

2. PMNRF is exempt under Income Tax 
Act.

 Which of the following is correct 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only

 (c) Both 1 and 2  

 (d) None of the above

11. (d)  Baghjan 5

12. (b)  Tinsukia 

13. (d)  Dibru-Saikhowa National Park

14. (d)  Rs. 25 crore 

15. (a)  Only 1

16. (d)  Duliajan

17. (b)  Due to increase of pressure in the  
 oil-field

18. (b)  Vishakapatnam

Hint [Q.11-Q.18]: An oil well exploded in 
Baghjan 5, Assam, near the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park and the Maguri 
Motapung Wetland in the Tinsukia district, 
releasing a continuous stream of natural gas 

into the atmosphere. The Deepor Beel in 
Assam is a Ramasar site, but not the Maguri 
Motapung Wetland. Oil India Limited 
(OIL)’s gas well number 5 at Baghjan in 
Assam’s Tinsukia, where a blowout on 
May 27 triggered a continuing oil and 
gas leakage near the Maguri Motapung 
Wetland and Dibru Saikhowa Biosphere 
Reserve, was not assessed for its wildlife 
and biodiversity impact, according to 
Union environment ministry’s documents. 
The National Green Tribunal has imposed 
an interim penalty of Rs 25 crore on PSU 
major Oil India over its failure to stop fire 
in Assam’s Baghjan oil well that is damaging 
the environment. Oil India Limited is the 
second largest hydrocarbon exploration 
and production Indian public sector 
company with its operational headquarters 
in Duliajan, Assam, India. Sometimes, the 
pressure balance in a well may be disturbed 

leading to ‘kicks’ or changes in pressure. 
If these are not controlled in time, the 
‘kicks’ can turn into a sudden blowout. 
There are many possible reasons behind 
blowouts, “from simple lack of attention, 
poor workmanship, bad maintenance, old 
age, sabotage to morpho-tectonic factors”. 
Recently there was a huge styrene gas 
leak caused in the LG Polymers factory at 
Vishakapatnam.

19. (a)  Tushar Mehta 

20. (d)  Agriculture Minister 

21. (b)  1948

22. (c)  Both a and b

23. (c)  Both 1 and 2

Hint [Q.19-Q.23]: The government has set up 
the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance 
and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund 
(PM-CARES Fund) to deal with any kind 
of emergency or distress situation like 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Fund is a public charitable trust with the 
Prime Minister as its Chairman. Other 
Members include Defence Minister, Home 
Minister and Finance Minister. It is meant 
for supporting relief or assistance of any 
kind relating to a public health emergency 
or any other kind of emergency, calamity 
or distress, either man-made or natural. 
It includes the creation or upgradation of 
healthcare or pharmaceutical facilities, 
funding relevant research or any other type 
of support. PMNRF was instituted in 1948 
by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 
to assist displaced persons from Pakistan.
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(Q.24-Q.29): 

 In an effort to make India self-
reliant in the energy sector, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today 
launched the auction of [1] coal 
mines for commercial mining, via 
video conference. In his address, PM 
Modi said for decades, the country’s 
coal sector was entangled in a web 
of captive and non-captive and was 
excluded from the competition. 
Narendra Modi added that the 
commercial coal mining auction is an 
event in challenging times, which will 
increase transparency in the sector 
and make the country less reliant on 
imports. The Prime Minister further 
said that consumption and demand 
are rapidly approaching the pre-
COVID levels, hence, there cannot be 
a better time for a new beginning.

 India has the [2]-largest coal reserves 
and the country is the [3]-largest 
producer of coal. PM Modi underlined 
that India will get new resources 
from today’s step and the states will 
get higher revenue from coal sector 
liberalisation. Therefore, in line with 
the vision to build an ‘Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat’, a slew of reforms to promote 
commercial mining of coal in India, 
has been announced. Allowing 
commercial mining may help to 
address India’s coal production needs, 
provide investment opportunities and 
save precious foreign exchange.

 Source: Edited and recreated from the 
news articles of The Financial Express

24. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [1]? 

 

(a) 36 (b) 39

 (c) 41 (d) 47

25. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [2]? 

 (a) Second (b) Third

 (c) Fourth (d) Fifth

26. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [3]? 

 (a) Second (b) Third

 (c) Fourth (d) Fifth

27. In which year was the nationalization 
of coal done in India?

 (a) 1970 (b) 1971

 (c) 1972 (d) 1973

28. Consider the following statements – 

 1.  Coal India Limited is the largest  
 coal miner in the world

 2.  Revenue sharing model has been  
 fixed in this scheme

 Which of the above is/are correct?  

 (a) Only 1  (b) Only 2

 (c) Both 1 and 2

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

29. Consider the following statements – 

 1. The regulation requiring power 
plants to use “washed” coal has been 
done away with

 2. The “washing” requirement was 
introduced in 1997

 Which of the above is/are incorrect?  

 (a) Only 1  (b) Only 2

 (c) Both 1 and 2

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

 

(Q.30-Q.39): 

 As Nepal unveiled a new map of its 
territories this week, the country’s 
land management minister Padma 
Aryal called it ‘historically pleasant’ 
occasion. However, the move drew 
sharp criticism from India which 
said the map includes parts of 
Indian territory. “This unilateral 
act is not based on historical facts 
and evidence,” said the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA).

 This battle over the historical accuracy 
of a geographical territory is one that 
has been brewing between the two 
neighbouring countries for the past 
several decades now. The bone of 
contention is the Kalapani-[1]-[2] 
trijunction between Nepal-India 
and China (Tibet). Located on the 
banks of the river [3] at an altitude 
of 3600m, the Kalapani territory lies 
at the eastern border of Uttarakhand 
in India and Nepal’s Sudurpashchim 
Pradesh in the West.

 India claims the area is part of 
Uttarakhand’s [4] district, while 
Nepal believes it to be part of its [5] 
district. Matters came to a boil earlier 
this year, when India opened an 80-
km road linking Uttarakhand with 
[2], across the disputed piece of land.

 Source: Edited and recreated from 
news reporting of The Indian Express

 

30. Which of the following places has 
been redacted by [1]?

 (a) Limpiyadhura (b) Lipulekh

 (c) Burang (d) Sharda

31. Which of the following places has 
been redacted by [2]? 

 (a) Limpiyadhura (b) Lipulekh

 (c) Burang (d) Sharda

32. Which of the following rivers has 
been redacted by [3]?

 (a) Hindon river  (b) Dandeli river

 (c) Kali river (d) Barak river

33. Which district of Uttarakhand has 
been redacted by [4]?

 (a) Pithorgarh (b) Champawat

 (c) Bageshwar (d) Uttarkashi

34. Which of the following districts of 
Nepal has been redacted by [5]? 

 (a) Chitwan (b) Bardiya

 (c) Dharchula (d) Bhaktapur

35. In which year was the Sugauli Treaty 
signed?

 (a) 1814 (b) 1815

 (c) 1816 (d) 1817

36. In the newly released map of Nepal, 
[x] too has been shown as a Nepalese 
territory. Identify [x]?

 (a) Susta (b) Rauta

 (c) Bariahi (d) Phulaut

37. In which of the following districts of 
Bihar does [x] lie?

 (a) Madhepura

 (b) West Champaran 

 (c) East Champaran

 (d) Kaimur

38. On which of the following river’s 
banks is [x] situated? 

 (a) Son (b) Gandak

 (c) Koshi (d) Bagmati

39. In which year did Nepal officially 
bring up the issue of Kalapani before 
India?

 (a) 1962 (b) 1975

 (c) 1989 (d) 1998

24. (c)  41

25. (c)  Fourth

26. (a)  Second 

27. (d)  1973

28. (c)  Both 1 and 2

29. (d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Hint [Q.24-Q.29]: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has launched the auction of 41 
coal mines for commercial mining, via 
video conference. In his address, PM 
Modi said for decades, the country’s coal 
sector was entangled in a web of captive 
and non-captive and was excluded from 
the competition. India has the fourth-
largest coal reserves and the country is 
the second-largest producer of coal. The 
nationalisation of coal in 1973 meant that 
domestic coal could be mined only by 
public sector companies. In this pursuit, 
Coal India Limited (CIL), registered an 
unprecedented increase in coal production 

and became the world’s largest coal miner.

 Doing away with the regulation requiring 
power plants to use “washed” coal will 
have huge environmental and economic 
costs. The “washing” requirement was 
introduced in 1997 and promised the use 
of cleaner coal in power production. It 
was India’s only legitimate justification to 
extend the use of coal as a development 
fuel despite the climate crisis.

30. (a)  Limpiyadhura

31. (b)  Lipulekh

32. (c)  Kali river

33. (a)  Pithorgarh

34. (c)  Dharchula

35. (c)  1816

36. (a)  Susta

37. (b)  West Champaran

38. (b) Gandak

39. (d) 1998

Hint [Q.30-Q.39]: The trijunction of Kalapani-
Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh has been a bone 
of contention for India and Nepal since a 
long time. Matters came to a boil earlier 
this year, when India opened an 80-km 
road linking Uttarakhand with Lipulekh, 
across the disputed piece of land. This place 
is located on the banks of river Kali. India 
claims the area is part of Uttarakhand’s 
Pithorgarh district, while Nepal believes it 
to be part of its Dharchula district. 

 The Treaty of Sugauli, the treaty that 
established the boundary line of Nepal, was 
signed on 2 December 1815 and ratified 
by 4 March 1816 between the East India 
Company and Raj Guru Gajaraj Mishra 
with Chandra Shekhar Upadhaya for 
Nepal following the Anglo-Nepalese War 
of 1814-16.

 Susta is a disputed territory between Nepal 
and India. It is administered by India as 

part of West Champaran district of Bihar. 
It is claimed by Nepal as part of Susta rural 
municipality, under West Nawalparasi 
District in Province No. 5. The disputed 
territory is located on the eastern side of 
the Gandak river.

 Recently, Nepal has released a new political 
map that claims Kalapani, Limpiyadhura 
and Lipulekh of Uttarakhand as part of 
Nepal’s territory. The area of Susta (West 
Champaran district, Bihar) can also be 
noted in the new map. India rejected the 
new map of Nepal saying that Nepal’s new 
map involves artificial enlargement of 
territories, which is not based on historical 
facts and evidence. The change of course 
by the Gandak river is the main reason for 
disputes in the Susta area. Susta is located 
on the bank of the Gandak river.

 Officially, Nepal brought the issue of 
Kalapani before India in 1998. Both sides 
agreed to demarcate the outstanding areas 
(including Kalpani) by 2002 at the prime 
ministerial level talk held in 2000. But that 
has not happened yet.
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(Q.40-Q.44): 

 Racism has raised its ugly head in 
full public view once again. It was 
revolting to see an adult gasping for 
breath, writhing in pain as the knee 
of the white policeman crushed his 
neck, and, within minutes, dying — 
the umpteenth time that a black life 
has been barbarically taken away by 
police brutality in America. Despite 
the civil war over slavery, and the 
civil rights movement for dignity 
and equality, systemic discrimination 
and violence against blacks persists. 
Racism continues unabated.

 My sole focus here is coming to 
grips with what racism is. In a 
nutshell, and with slight, only slight 
oversimplification, it is this: one can 
tell everything important about a 
person, his group, its past and future, 
by noting the colour of his skin.

 Of course, noticing the physical 
characteristics of a person, say the 
colour of her skin, is not itself racist. 
Good writers are expected to provide 
a vivid description of a character’s 
physical features, including skin-
colour. This need not imply the idea of 
race, leave alone racism. For instance, 
Indian epics describe Krishna as 
having shyam varna, being the dark-
skinned one. This description has 
no evaluative connotation. Being 
conscious of the colour of a person, 
your own or that of the other may be 
pretty innocent.

40. Recently, killing of ________, judged 
the USA for discrimation among 
people.

 (a) Ronaldo De Nero (b) Al Pacino

 (c) George Floyd (d) Tom Hanks

41. Killing of the person took place in 
which city of USA?

 (a) Florida (b) Texas

 (c) Minnesota (d) Ohio

42. Systematized racial oppression 
first arose in the _____ along with 

capitalism in USA.

 (a) 1400s (b) 1600s

 (c) 1800s (d) 2000s

  

43. ______ became the first African-
American presidential candidate 
nominated by a major party

 (a)  Barack Obama 

 (b)  Colin Powell

 (c)  Andrew Pulley

 (d)  Lary Holmes

44. Which of the following countries 
does not have law against racial 
discrimination?

 (a) India (b) Australia

 (c) Bolivia (d) Canada

 

 (Q.45-Q.52): 

 The government has approved the 
creation of a new organisation to 
ensure greater private participation 
in India’s space activities, a decision 
which it described as “historic”, 
and which Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) chairman [1] 
said was part of an important set of 
reforms to open up the space sector 
and make space-based applications 
and services more widely accessible 
to everyone.

 The new IN-SPACe, which is expected 
to be functional within six months, 
will assess the needs and demands of 
private players, including educational 
and research institutions, and, 
explore ways to accommodate these 
requirements in consultation with 

ISRO. Existing ISRO infrastructure, 
both ground- and space-based, 
scientific and technical resources, 
and even data are planned to be made 
accessible to interested parties to 
enable them to carry out their space-
related activities.

 It is not that there is no private 
industry involvement in India’s 
space sector. In fact, a large part of 
manufacturing and fabrication of 
rockets and satellites now happens 
in the private sector. There is an 
increasing participation of research 
institutions as well.

 Source: Edited and recreated from 
news reporting of The Indian Express

45. Who out of the following has been 
redacted by [1]?

 (a)  A S Kiran Kumar

 (b)  K. Radhakrishnan

 (c)  K. Sivan

 (d)  T. S. Tirumurti

46. What is the full-form of IN-SPACe? 

 (a)  Indian National Space Promotion 
and Authorisation Centre

 (b) Indian National Space 
Privatisation and Approval 
Centre

 (c)  Indian National Space Promotion 
and Approval Centre

 (d) Indian National Space 
Privatisation and Authorisation 
Centre

47. According to [1], the global space 
market size is about -  

 

(a) $200 billion (b) $270 billion

 (c) $350 billion (d) $425 billion

48. Out of the global space market size, 
which of the following space-sector 
has the lowest share?

 (a)  Rocket launch service

 (b)  Satellite manufacturing

 (c)  Space application service

 (d)  Ground equipment

49. The main reason for trying to bring in 
private players in the space sector is 
to increase India’s share in the global 
space market. What is it currently? 

 (a) Just about 5% (b) Nearly 5.5%

 (c) Below 3% (d) Below 2.5%

50. [1] said that land acquisition for 
India’s second rocket launch centre 
is progressing. Where is it under 
progress?

 (a)  Sriharikota

 (b)  Kulashekhrapattinam

 (c)  Manapad

 (d)  Tiruchendur

51. Consider the following organizations 

 1. Antrix

 2. NSIL

 3. Earth2Orbit

 4. Dhruva

 Which of the above are not private 
space companies of India?

 (a) Only 1 and 2 (b) Only 2 and 3

 (c) Only 3 (d) Only 1, 2 and 3

52. Who is the Minister of State (IC) for  
the department of space?

 (a)  Jugal Kishore Sharma

 (b)  Jitendra Kumar

 (c)  Harsh Vardhan 

 (d)  Jitendra Singh

40. (c)  George Floyd

41. (c)  Minnesota

42. (b)  1600s

43. (a)  Barack Obama

44. (a)  India

Hint [Q.40-Q.44]: On May 25, 2020, George 
Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, was killed 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, during an 
arrest for allegedly using a counterfeit bill.

 Minneapolis is a major city in Minnesota 
that forms “Twin Cities” with the 
neighboring state capital of St. Paul. 
Bisected by the Mississippi River, it’s 
known for its parks and lakes. Minneapolis 
is also home to many cultural landmarks 
like the Walker Art Center, a contemporary 
art museum, and the adjacent Minneapolis 
Sculpture Garden, famed for Claes 
Oldenburg’s “Spoonbridge and Cherry” 
sculpture.

 Racism is a systematized form of oppression 
which is developed by members of one 
race in order to persecute members of 
another race. Prejudicial attitudes existed 
between races for thousands of years, but 

systematized racial oppression first arose 
in the 1600s along with capitalism; the 
confluence of the two, capitalism and racial 
oppression, was deemed racial capitalism. 
Before this period, racism did not exist and 
in many cultures, slaves were usually taken 
as a result of military conquest.

 In 2008, Barack Obama became the first 
African-American presidential candidate 
nominated by a major party, namely 
the Democrats. He is the first African-
American to be elected and re-elected 
President of the United States.

 Measures of the Union of India are not 
enough for two reasons: First, there is no law 
against racism and racial discrimination in 
India.

45. (c)  K. Sivan

46. (a)  Indian National Space Promotion  
 and Authorisation Centre

47. (c)  $350 billion

48. (a)  Rocket launch service

49. (c)  Below 3%

50. (b)  Kulashekhrapattinam

51. (a)  Only 1 and 2

52. (d)  Jitendra Singh

Hint [Q.45-Q.52]:  Kailasavadivoo Sivan is an 
Indian space scientist and the chairperson 
of the Indian Space Research Organization. 
He has previously served as the Director of 
the Vikram Sarabhai Space Center and the 
Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre.

 On the rationale for opening up the space 
sector for private sector, Sivan said the 
global space sector market size is about 
$350 billion and India’s share is less than 
three per cent and the share will not 
improve if the ISRO remains the sole player. 
According to Sivan, out of the $350 billion 
global market, the share of rocket launch 
service is two per cent, manufacturing of 
satellites is about five per cent, 45 per cent 
is accounted by space application services 
and 48 per cent by the ground equipment.

 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
has begun preparatory works for setting 
up a third rocket launchpad in the small 
coastal hamlet of Kulashekhrapattinam in 
the Thuthukudi district of Tamil Nadu. The 
land acquisition for India’s second rocket 

launch centre at Kulasekarapattinam is 
progressing and further work will progress 
after this is done, Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) chief K. Sivan. He 
said the government will be setting up 
Indian National Space Promotion and 
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) that will 
enable private sector participation in the 
space sector based their merits.

 Antrix Corporation Limited, Bengaluru 
is a wholly owned Government of India 
Company under the administrative control 
of the Department of Space. NewSpace 
India Limited (NSIL) is a Central Public 
Sector Enterprise of Government of India. 
It was established on 6 March 2019 under 
the administrative control of Department 
of Space, India. The main objective of 
NSIL is to scale up industry participation 
in Indian space programmes. The rest are 
private space companies in India.

 Jitendra Singh is an Indian physician and 
politician. He is the Minister of State for 
the Ministry of Development of North 
Eastern Region and Minister of State for 
Prime Minister’s Office; Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions; Department of 
Atomic Energy and Department of Space.
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(Q.53-Q.60):

 The ruling BJP now has 86 members 
in the Rajya Sabha after elections to 19 
seats across several States. This is the 
highest number for the party in the 
Upper House, though it is still short 
of the halfway mark. Of a total of 61 
vacancies, 42 were filled unopposed 
earlier and of the 19 contests, the BJP 
won eight while the Congress won 
four. Of the 61 outgoing members, 17 
were from the Congress and 15 from 
the BJP. With this round of elections, 
the BJP’s tally increased by 11, from 
75. The Congress now has 41. 

 The Opposition benches will now 
have veterans such as H.D. Deve 
Gowda, Mallikarjun Kharge (both 
from Karnataka) Digvijaya Singh 
(from Madhya Pradesh) and Shibu 
Soren (from Jharkhand) and K.C. 
Venugopal (from Rajasthan). A 
noticeable addition to the treasury 
benches is Jyotiraditya Scindia, 
whose defection from the Congress in 
March brought down the Kamal Nath 
government in Madhya Pradesh, and 
brought the BJP back to power there. 
Bhubaneswar Kalita, the Congress’s 
chief whip in the Rajya Sabha until 
August last year, is now returning as 
a BJP member from Assam. All this 
point to a pattern of the BJP’s frenzied 
approach to increasing its Rajya Sabha 
strength.

 After the elections were announced, 
eight Congress MLAs left the party 
in Gujarat, and enabled the victory 
of an extra BJP candidate to the Rajya 
Sabha.

53. Who announces elections of Rajya 
Sabha?

 (a)  Prime Minister

 (b)  Election Commission

 (c)  Speaker of Lok Sabha

 (d)  Chairman of Rajya Sabha

54. The Constitution provides that the 
Rajya Sabha shall consist of _____ 
members, of which _____ members 

shall be nominated by the President.

 (a) 155, 12 (b) 250, 12

 (c) 155, 10 (d) 250, 10

55. Which schedule was added in 
the constitution of India for Anti 
Defection Law?

 (a) 8th (b) 9th

 (c) 10th (d) 11th

56. A nominated member may join any 
political party within _______ of 
taking his seat in the House without 
inviting defection disqualification.

 (a) 3 months 

 (b) 6 months

 (c) 12 months 

 (d) 18 months

57. Which of the following states have the 
highest seats in the Rajya Sabha?

 (a) Maharashtra (b) Rajasthan

 (c) Uttar Pradesh (d)Madhya Pradesh

58. Houses of Lords is the name of the 
upper house of which of the following 
countries?

 (a) Britain 

 (b) Germany

 (c) USA 

 (d) Australia

59. Which type of voting is there in Rajya 
Sabha?

 (a)  First Past the post

 (b)  Borda Count

 (c)  Proportional representation

 (d)  Supplementary vote

60. The Rajya Sabha is not subject to 
dissolution; one-third of its members 
retire every _____ year.

 (a) Second (b) Third

 (c) Fourth (d) Sixth

 

(Q.61-Q.67): 

 First the facts – China’s GDP is about 
[1] times that of India’s according to 
the World Bank – US $ 13.2 trillion 
to $ 2.7 trillion. Its defence budget is 
about four times larger than India’s – 
$ 261 billion compared to India’s $ 71 
billion, according to SIPRI.

 We are the weaker nation in both 
dimensions. So how can India handle 
China’s recent belligerence in Ladakh 
that resulted in the death of 20 Indian 
soldiers and injuries to dozens of 
others, asks Gopi Rajagopal.

 The first approach should be through 
diplomacy, because China cannot be 
dislodged from positions that they 
have now occupied in the Galwan 
Valley or Pangong Tso using military 
means.

 The two armies try and dominate 
by patrol to the areas up to their 
respective perceptions of the LAC, 
often bringing them into conflict and 
leading to incidents such as those 
witnessed in Naku La in [2] earlier 
this month.

 The infrastructure on the Chinese 
side is better than that on the Indian 
side. China can introduce troops and 
heavy weapons faster than India. One 
of the reasons for China’s belligerence 
is the all-weather road that India is 
laying from Dabruk to Daulat Beg 
Oldie (DSDBO). China sees this 
as a threat to the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). China 
is also angry that India has steadfastly 
opposed the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI).

 

61. Fill [1] with a suitable option.

 (a) Equal (b) Two

 (c) Five (d) Fifty

62. India has emerged as the ______ 
largest military spender in the world.

 (a) First (b) Second

 (c) Third (d) Fourth

63. Fill [2] with a suitable option.

 (a) Sikkim (b) Uttarakhand

 (c) Ladakh

 (d) Jammu and Kashmir

64. Which of the following is the mouth 
of Galwan river?

 (a) Jhelum river (b) Beas river

 (c) Shyok river (d) Chambal river

65. Why India always opposed One Belt 
Road initiative?

 (a)  Because China is the mastermind 
of this project

 (b) China want to destroy India’s 
border infrastructure through 
this

 (c) One of the road passes through 
the PoK

 (d) India demanded removal of 
Pakistan from this plan

66. There are a few physical features 
called “Fingers” in the Pangong Tso 
Lake area. Which of the following 
fingers are disputed?

 (a) Fingers 2-6 

 (b) Fingers 3-7

 (c) Fingers 4-8 

 (d) Fingers 5-9

67. In which year did Delhi and Beijing 
sign a pact to resolve the boundary 
dispute, the “guiding principles”of 
which essentially suggested a quid 
pro quo — China would keep the 
Western Sector, meaning Aksai Chin, 
and India would keep the Eastern 
Sector, meaning Arunachal Pradesh 
(including Tawang)?

 (a) 2002 

 (b) 2003

 (c) 2004 

 (d) 2005

53. (b)  Election Commission

54. (b)  250, 12

55. (c)  10th

56. (b)  6 months

57. (c)  Uttar Pradesh

58. (a)  Britain

59. (c)  Proportional representation

60. (a)  Second

Hint [Q.53-Q.60]: The Constitution provides 
that the Rajya Sabha shall consist of 250 
members, of which 12 members shall be 
nominated by the President from amongst 
persons having special knowledge or 
practical experience in respect of such 
matters as literature, science, art and 
social service; and not more than 238 
representatives of the States and of the 
Union Territories. 52nd Amendment Act 
of 1985 provided for the disqualification 
of the members of Parliament and the state 
legislatures on the ground of defection 
from one political party to another. For 
this purpose, it made changes in four 
Articles1 of the Constitution and added 
a new Schedule (the Tenth Schedule) to 

the Constitution. This act is often referred 
to as the ‘antidefection law’. A nominated 
member of a House becomes disqualified 
for being a member of the House if he 
joins any political party after the expiry 
of six months from the date on which he 
takes his seat in the House. This means 
that he may join any political party within 
six months of taking his seat in the House 
without inviting this disqualification.

 National Capital Territory of Delhi and 
Puducherry are the only two union 
territories which has seats in the Rajya 
Sabha. Uttar Pradesh has the largest 
number of Rajya Sabha seats. Before the 
bifurcation Andhra Pradesh has 18 seats 
but from June 2014, 7 seats are allocated 
to the newly formed state Telangana.The 
business of Parliament takes place in two 
Houses: the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords. Their work is similar: 
making laws (legislation), checking the 
work of the government (scrutiny), and 
debating current issues. Elections to 
the Rajya Sabha are indirect. Members 
representing States are elected by elected 
members of legislative assemblies of the 
States in accordance with the system of 
proportional representation by means 

of the single transferable vote. Members 
representing Union Territories are chosen 
in such manner as Parliament may by law 
prescribe.

61. (c)  Five

62. (c)  Third

63. (a)  Sikkim

64. (c)  Shyok river

65. (c)  One of the road passes through the  
 PoK

66. (c)  Fingers 4-8

67. (d)  2005

Hint [Q.61-Q.67]: India’s military expenditure 
grew by 6.8% in 2019 as the country 
climbed up the rankings from fourth spot. 
New Delhi: With an expenditure of $71.1 
billion in 2019, India has emerged as the 
third largest military spender in the world, 
just behind the US and China.

 China is also angry that India has steadfastly 
opposed the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
from the beginning; for good reason, since 
one of the roads passes through Pakistan 

occupied Kashmir.

 The Galwan River flows from the disputed 
Aksai Chin region administered by China 
to Ladakh union territory of India. It 
originates in the area of Samzungling on 
the eastern side of the Karakoram range 
and flows west to join the Shyok River at 
34°45′33′N 78°10′13′E. It is one of the 
upstream tributaries of the Indus River.

 According to sources, during the Corps 
Commanders meeting, the Chinese army 
had pointed out that finger 4 to 8 area 
was under them and Indian patrols would 
not be allowed to move beyond finger 4. 
However, India objected to the attempts to 
alter the LAC through build-up of troops 
and construction of bunkers and posts at 
finger 4.

 In 2005, when Delhi and Beijing signed a 
pact to resolve the boundary dispute, the 
“guiding principles”essentially suggested 
a quid pro quo — China would keep the 
Western Sector, meaning Aksai Chin, 
and India would keep the Eastern Sector, 
meaning Arunachal Pradesh (including 
Tawang).
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(Q.68-Q.72):

 The US administration on Tuesday 
said it was extending the 60-day ban 
on immigration and non-immigrant 
worker visas till [1]. Popular work 
visas including the much-coveted 
H-1B and H-2B, and certain categories 
of H-4, J, and L visas shall also remain 
suspended until December 31, the 
White House said in a press note.

 In order to fill a vacuum of highly-
skilled low-cost employees in IT 
and other related domains, the 
US administration issues a certain 
number of visas each year which 
allows companies from outside the 
US to send employees to work on 
client sites.

 Of these work visas, the H-1B remains 
the most popular among Indian IT 
companies. The US government has 
a cap of 85,000 total H-1B visas for 
each year. Of this, 65,000 H-1B visas 
are issued to highly skilled foreign 
workers, while the rest 20,000 can be 
additionally allotted to highly skilled 
foreign workers who have a higher 
education or masters degree from an 
American university.

 Apart from the H-1B visas, the US 
government also issues L1 visas 
which allows companies to transfer 
highly skilled workers to US for a 
period of up to [2] years. H-2B visas 
allow food and agricultural workers 
to seek employment in the US.

68. Fill [1] with a suitable option.

 (a) End of September 2020

 (b) End of 2020

 (c) End of June 2021

 (d) End of December 2021

69. H4 visa mentioned in the paragraph 
is for:

 (a)  Immediate family members of  
H1B visa holders

 (b)  To extend the time period of H1B 
visa holders

 (c)  Tourists

 (d)  Senior foreign citizens 

70. Why has this move been taken by US 
authorities?

 (a) To protect environment

 (b)  To protect domestic workers

 (c)  To protect US for COVID   
 pandemic

 (d) All of the above

 

71. The U.S. unemployment rate jumped 
to 14.7 percent in April, the highest 
level since the Great Depression. 
What is the time period of the Great 
Depression?

 (a) 1929-1948 (b) 1929 - 1933

 (c) 1929 - 1950 (d) 1929 - 1942

72. Fill [2] with a suitable option.

 (a) 3 (b) 4

 (c) 7 (d) 10

 (Q.73-Q.76): 

 The Union Minister of Rural 
Development & Panchayati Raj has 
recently issued guidelines regarding 
the SVAMITVA scheme.The scheme 
will help in streamlining planning 
and revenue collection in rural areas 
and ensuring clarity on property 
rights.The scheme will enable creation 
of better-quality Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans (GPDPs), 
using the maps created under this 
programme.The Gram Panchayats 
are constitutionally mandated for 
preparation of Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans (GPDP) for 
economic development and social 
justice.The GPDP is based on a 
participatory process in convergence 
with schemes of all related Central 
Ministries/Line Departments related 
to 29 subjects.

73. Which of the following ministry/
deparrtment is not a part of the 
Swamitva scheme ?

 (a) Ministry of Sanitation

 (b) State Panchayati Raj Departments

 (c) State Revenue Departments 

 (d) Survey of India.

74. The Swamitva Scheme is cureently 
been implemented in Six states of the 
country. Which of the following state 

has been not covered in this scheme ?

 (a) Madhya Pradesh  (b)Uttar Pradesh

 (c) Haryana (d) Punjab

75. The National Panchayat Day is celebrated 
every year on -

 (a) 24th April (b) 26th April

 (c) 13th April  (d) 9th April

 

76. Who is the current Rural Development 
Minister of Panchayati Raj of India ?

 (a) Rajnath Singh

 (b) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (c) Arjun Munda

 (d) Thwar Chand Gehlot

 (Q.77-Q.84): 

 Taiwan this week found itself ensnared 
in a flareup of a long territorial dispute 
between itself, Japan, and China over a 
stretch of uninhabited islands – called 
[1] by Taiwan and [2] by Japan – after 
a Japanese local government moved 
to change the islands’ administrative 
designation. Japan’s [3] city assembly 
recently announced a plan to change 
the islands’ administrative zone and 
voted to change the administrative 
area’s name from Tonoshiro to 
Tonoshiro [2], drawing a backlash in 
Taiwan.

 The change of name though has been 
done in response to the increased 
Chinese presence in the waters close 
to the Senkakus. In a move to protect 
territorial integrity, Japan has decided 
to change the name. The United 
States has a mutual defense treaty 
with Japan. If Japanese territory is 
attacked by a foreign power, the 
United States is obligated to defend 
it. As per China, the Bill by Japan 
is a serious provocation to China’s 
territorial sovereignty. It urged Japan 
to abide by the spirit of the four-
principle consensus, avoid creating 
new incidents on the [1] Islands issue, 
and take practical actions to maintain 
the stability of the East China Sea 
situation.

 Source: Edited and recreated from 
news reporting of The Diplomat

77. Which of the following names has 

been redacted by [1]?

 (a) Senkaku (b) Tiaoyutai

 (c) Kiribati (d) Kuril

78. Which of the following names has 
been redacted by [2]?

 (a) Senkaku (b) Tiaoyutai

 (c) Kiribati (d) Kuril

79. Which of the following Japanese cities 
has been redacted by [3]? 

 (a) Yaeyama (b) Kohama

 (c) Ishigaki (d) Yonaguni

80. In which year was the four-point 
principle approved between China 
and Japan? 

 (a) 2010 (b) 2012

 (c) 2014 (d) 2016

81. Consider the following countries – 

 1. Brunei 2. Indonesia

 3. Malaysia

 With which of the above countries 
does China have territorial and 
maritime disputes? 

 (a) Only 1 and 2 (b) Only 2 and 3

 (c) Only 1 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3

82. Though the status of the [2] has 
remained disputed, since which year 
has Japan administered the islands?

 (a) 1968 (b) 1972

 (c) 1975 (d) 1981

83. What are these islands known as in 
China? 

 (a) Miyako-jima (b) Uotsuri-jeema

 (c) Okinotori (d) Diaoyu

 

84. In which of the following does the 
islands lie?

 (a) South China Sea

 (b) North China Sea

 (c) East China Sea

 (d) West China Sea

68. (b)  End of 2020

69. (a)  Immediate family members of H1B  
 visa holders

70. (b)  To protect domestic workers

71. (b)  1929 - 1933

72. (c)  7

Hint [Q.68-Q.72]: An H-4 visa is a visa issued 
by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) to immediate family 
members (spouse and children under 21 
years of age) of the H-1B visa holders.  

 The move, US President Donald Trump 
said, was to protect domestic workers who 
had been impacted due to a contraction in 
the economy in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

 The Great Depression was a severe 
worldwide economic depression that took 
place mostly during the 1930s, beginning 
in the United States. The timing of the 
Great Depression varied across the world; 

in most countries, it started in 1929 and 
lasted until the late 1930s.

73. (a) Ministry of Sanitation

74. (d) Punjab

75. (a) 24th April

76. (b) Narendra Singh Tomar

Hint [Q.73-Q.76]: The Prime Minister has 
launched the Swamitva Scheme and 
e-Gramswaraj Portal & mobile app as a 
portal to prepare and plan Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans.

 SWAMITVA stands for Survey of Villages 
and Mapping with Improvised Technology 
in Village Areas.

 Under the scheme, the latest surveying 
technology such as drones will be used for 
measuring the inhabited land in villages 
and rural areas.The mapping and survey 
will be conducted in collaboration with the 
Survey of India, State Revenue Department 
and State Panchayati Raj Department 

under the Ministry of Panchayati Raj.The 
drones will draw the digital map of every 
property falling in the geographical limit of 
each Indian village.

 It was launched launched on 24th April. 
Balwant Rai Mehta Committee was made 
for Pannchaytai Raj system in India. First 
Panchayati Raj system was established in 
Rajasthan on 2nd October 1959.

77. (b)  Tiaoyutai

78. (a)  Senkaku

79. (c)  Ishigaki

80. (c)  2014

81. (d)  1, 2 and 3

82. (b)  1972

83. (d)  Diaoyu

84. (c) East China Sea

Hint [Q.77-Q.84]: Japan is not the only 
territorial and maritime dispute that China 

has long had with many of its neighbours. 
It has island and maritime border disputes 
with Taiwan, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines and Vietnam in the South 
China Sea and its extension. A four-point 
principle on improving China-Japan ties 
was approved in 2014 to develop a mutually 
beneficial relationship based on common 
strategic interests.

 The Senkaku Islands dispute, or Diaoyu 
Islands dispute, concerns a territorial 
dispute over a group of uninhabited islands 
known as the Senkaku Islands in Japan, 
the Diaoyu Islands in China and Tiaoyutai 
Islands in Taiwan. The Senkakus island 
chain has been administered by Japan 
since 1972, but its legal status has remained 
disputed until now.

 Eight uninhabited islands lie in the East 
China Sea. They have a total area of about 7 
sq km and lie northeast of Taiwan.
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(Q.85-Q.93): 

 As the world struggles to flatten the 
curve of the novel coronavirus, a low-
cost drug is appearing to offer some 
medical respite from the Covid-19 
pandemic. Researchers in [1] say 
they have the first evidence that 
the widely available steroid called 
dexamethasone reduced deaths by up 
to one third in severely ill ventilated 
patients. 

 The observation was based on a 
clinical trial called [2] to test potential 
treatments for Covid 19, including 
a steroid treatment with low-dose 
dexamethasone. Significantly, 
Dexamethasone is also “the first drug 
to be shown to improve survival in 
COVID-19”. “This is an extremely 
welcome result. The survival benefit is 
clear and large in those patients who 
are sick enough to require oxygen 
treatment, so dexamethasone should 
now become standard of care in these 
patients. It is inexpensive, on the shelf, 
and can be used immediately to save 
lives worldwide,” said Peter Horby, 
a study leader and one of the Chief 
Investigators for the clinical trial.

 As part of the [2] trial, Dexamethasone 
was tested on 2104 patients who 
received 6 mg of the drug once per 
day for ten days and were compared 
with 4321 patients randomised to 
usual care alone.

 Source: Edited and recreated from the 
news reporting of The Indian Express

85. Which of the following countries has 
been redacted by [1]?

 (a) USA (b) France

 (c) England (d) Germany

86. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [2]? 

 (a) SAVIOR (b) SOLIDARITY

 (c) RECOVERY (d) VICTORY

87. Consider the following statements – 

 1.  Dexamethasone is actually a 
steroid drug

 2.  Usage of Dexamethasone is 
banned by WADA at all times

  Which of the above statements is/
are correct?

 (a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

88. Davinder Singh Kang was caught 
using Dexamethsone. Which sports is 
Davinder related to? 

 (a) Sprint  (b) Hockey

 (c) Discuss throw  (d) Javelin throw

89. What stance has India taken regarding 
the usage of Dexamethasone? 

 (a)  India is undergoing clinical trials 
for the same

 (b) India has not yet officially given 
any information about the same

 (c) India has approved the usage of 
the same

 (d) India has prohibited the usage of 
the same

90. Consider the following statements – 

 1.  Dexamethasone is successful in 
reducing deaths in COVID-19 
infected patients

 2.  The drug is however ineffective 
on mildly affected individuals

  Which of the above statements is/
are correct?

 (a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

91. WHO Chief has asked for increasing 
the production of Dexamethasone. 
Who out of the following is the WHO 
Chief?

 (a)  Antonio Gueterres

 (b)  Tedros Adhanom

 (c)  Filippo Grandi

 (d)  Margaret Chan

92. Consider the following diseases – 

 1. Allergies 2. Asthma

 3. Typhoid

 In treating which of the following 
diseases has dexamethasone proved 
useful? 

 (a) Only 1 and 2 (b) Only 2 and 3

 (c) Only 1 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3

93. What is the name of the medicine 
launched by the Patanjali,which they 
claimed to cure the Corona virus ?

 (a) CoroCure (b) Coronil

 (c) Covaxin (d) Astra

 (Q.94-Q.99): 

 In a landmark development for 
COVID-19 patients in India, [1] 
Pharmaceuticals, a research-led, 
integrated global pharmaceutical 
company, today announced the 
launch of antiviral drug [2] for the 
treatment of [3] COVID-19 patients. 
[1] has received manufacturing and 
marketing approval from India’s drug 
regulator, making [2] the first oral 
approved medication in India for the 
treatment of COVID-19.

 [x] is backed by strong clinical 
evidence showing encouraging results 
in patients with mild to moderate 
COVID-19. The antiviral offers broad 
spectrum RNA virus coverage with 
clinical improvement noted across 
age groups 20 to >90 years. It can be 
used in COVID-19 patients with co-
morbid conditions such as diabetes 
and heart disease with [3] COVID 19 
symptoms. It offers rapid reduction in 
viral load within 4 days and provides 
faster symptomatic and radiological 
improvement. Of most importance, it 
has shown clinical improvement of up 
to 88% in [3] COVID 19 cases.

 Source: Edited and recreated from 
news reporting of The Indian Express

94. Which of the following 
pharmaceutical companies has been 
redacted by [1]? 

 (a) Ranbaxy (b) Cipla

 (c) Glenmark (d) Wockhardt

 

95. Which of the following names has 
been redacted by [2]?

 (a) FabiFlu (b) Remicid

 (c) Tocilic (d) Domectin

 

96. The generic name of [2] has been 
redacted by [x]. What is it? 

 (a) Remdesivir

 (b) Tocilizumab

 (c) Favipiravir

 (d) Doxycycline + ivermectin

 

97. Which company other than [1] 
manufactures [x] in India?

 (a) Sun Pharma

 (b) Strides Pharma

 (c) Cadila Healthcare

 (d) Lupin Limited

 

98. Which of the following has been 
redacted by [3]? 

 (a) only mild

 (b) only mild to moderate

 (c) only moderate to critical

 (d) only critical

 

99. Which of the following tennis stars 
has recently courted controversy by 
getting infected with COVID19?

 (a) Novak Djokovic 

 (b) Roger Federer

 (c) Andy Murray

 (d) Rafale Nadal

85. (c)  England

86. (c)  RECOVERY

87. (a)  Only 1

88. (d)  Javelin throw

89. (c)  India has approved the usage of the  
 same

90. (c)  Both 1 and 2

91. (b)  Tedros Adhanom

92. (a)  Only 1 and 2

93. (a)  CoroCure

Hint [Q.85-Q.93]: Observation was based 
on a clinical trial called RECOVERY 
(Randomised Evaluation of COVid-19 
therapy) in England to test potential 
treatments for Covid 19, including a steroid 
treatment with low-dose dexamethasone.

 The drug is on the World Anti-Doping 
Agency’s (WADA’s) list of prohibited 
substances, and sportspersons from Spain 
and Real Madrid star Sergio Ramos to 
Malaysian badminton legend Lee Chong 
Wei and, most recently, Indian javelin 
thrower Davinder Singh Kang, have 
been caught using it. Dexamethasone is a 
corticosteroid, an easily available medicine 
that prevents the release of substances in the 
body that cause inflammation. Its effects 
are frequently seen within a day, and last 
for about three days. Athletes are, however, 
barred from using dexamethasone only 
during competition — meaning, if the 

substance is detected prior to a competition, 
it will not be considered a doping offence.

 The government on Saturday allowed 
the use of the low-cost steroid drug 
dexamethasone as an alternative to 
methylprednisolone to treat coronavirus 
patients with moderate and severe 
symptoms.

 The drug was given either orally or through 
an IV. After 28 days, it had reduced deaths 
by 35 per cent in patients who needed 
treatment with breathing machines and 
by 20 per cent in those only needing 
supplemental oxygen. It, however, did not 
appear to help less ill patients. The WHO 
emphasises that dexamethasone should 
only be used for patients with severe 
or critical disease, under close clinical 
supervision.

 Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is an 
Ethiopian public health researcher and 
official who has served since 2017 as 
Director-General of the World Health 
Organization.

 The chemical formula of dexamethasone is 
C22H29FO5.

 It is used in the treatment of many 
conditions, including rheumatic problems, 
a number of skin diseases, severe allergies, 
asthma, chronic obstructive lung disease, 
croup, brain swelling, eye pain following 
eye surgery, and along with antibiotics in 
tuberculosis.

94. (c)  Glenmark

95. (a)  FabiFlu

96. (c)  Favipiravir

97. (b) Strides Pharma

98. (b)  only mild to moderate

99. (a)  Novak Djokovic

Hint [Q.94-Q.99]: India’s top drug regulator 
granted emergency use approval to 
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals for its antiviral 
FabiFlu (favipiravir), a drug whose 
effectiveness in COVID-19 treatment is 
being tested by the firm. The oral medicine 
is to be administered only in mild to 
moderate COVID-19 patients and may 
cost around Rs 100 per 200 mg tablet.

 Drug firm Glenmark Pharmaceuticals, 
under the brand name FabiFlu, has 
launched an antiviral drug Favipiravir, 
to cure patients with mild to moderate 
coronavirus at a price tag of about Rs 103 
per tablet.

 According to Glenmark Pharmaceuticals, 
the medication will be available in the 
form of a 200 mg tablet and will be at a 
maximum retail price (MRP) of Rs 3,500 
for a strip of 34 tablets.

Favipiravir is an antiviral given to inhibit viral 
replication. It is used as an anti-influenza 
drug. First manufactured by Japan’s Fujifilm 
Toyama Chemical Ltd, it is manufactured 

in India by Glenmark Pharmaceutical 
and Strides Pharma. It is being used for 
moderately symptomatic to severely ill 
Covid patients, but access is not easy.

 Favipiravir is an antiviral given to inhibit 
viral replication. It is used as an anti-
influenza drug. First manufactured by 
Japan’s Fujifilm Toyama Chemical Ltd, it 
is manufactured in India by Glenmark 
Pharmaceutical and Strides Pharma. It is 
being used for moderately symptomatic to 
severely ill Covid patients, but access is not 
easy. Ten hospitals have been shortlisted for 
a phase III trial with mild and moderately 
ill Covid-19 patients. Another trial by 
Glenmark will test favipiravir with the drug 
umifenovir on 158 Covid patients.

 Favipiravir is backed by strong clinical 
evidence showing encouraging results in 
patients with mild to moderate COVID-19. 
The antiviral offers broad spectrum RNA 
virus coverage with clinical improvement 
noted across age groups 20 to >90 years.

 World number one tennis player Novak 
Djokovic says he has tested positive for 
coronavirus. The result makes him the 
sixth patient infected in an exhibition 
series that he organized. Bulgarian tennis 
player Grigor Dimitrov, Croatian athlete 
Borna Coric, and another Serbian tennis 
player, Viktor Troicki, have already tested 
positive after taking part in the competition 
organized by Djokovic. At least two of the 
coaches have also caught the virus.
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(Q.100-Q.104): 

 India’s distressed MSME sector got 
another push from the government 
today with the launch of a Credit 
Guarantee Scheme to help the 
country’s Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises. As Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi looks to make 
India self-reliant by bolstering 
manufacturing, Union Minister 
[X] on Wednesday rolled out a 
subordinate debt scheme to provide 
Rs 20,000 crore guarantee cover to 
two lakh micro, small and medium 
enterprises. This also entails a sub-
debt facility to the promoters of 
those operational MSMEs that are 
distressed or have become non-
performing assets (NPAs) as on 30 
April 2020. It also guarantees cover 
to the promoters who can take debt 
from the banks to further invest in 
their stressed MSME units as equity.

 Under the scheme, promoters of the 
MSMEs will be given credit equal to 
15% of their stake (equity plus debt) 
or Rs 75 lakh, whichever is lower. In 
turn, promoters are liable to infuse 
this amount into the MSME unit as 
equity. This is expected to enhance the 
liquidity and maintain debt-equity 
ratio. In this sub-debt scheme, 90% of 
the cover will be given while the rest 
10% falls on promoters concerned. 
The payment of the principal amount 
will be under moratorium for 
seven years. Maximum tenure for 
repayment will be 10 years. 

100. When is the World MSME day 

celebrated?

 (a) 1st June (b) 20th June

 (c) 27th June (d) 29th June 

 

101. Who is the current Union MSME 
Minister?

 (a)  Harsimrat Kaur Badal

 (b)  JP Nadda

 (c)  Nitin Gadkari

 (d)  Kiren Rijiju

 

102. Atmanirbhar Bharat Scheme 
mentioned in the above passage offers 
a collateral free loan to MSME. What 
is the amount of this loan?

 (a) 2 lakh crore (b) 3 lakh crore

 (c) 4 lakh crore (d) 5 lakh crore

  

103. Under the Scheme mentioned in the 
passage, Government has set aside an 
amount as subordinate debt for NPA/
stressed MSME. What is that amount?

 (a)  Rs. 10,000 crore

 (b)  Rs. 15,000 crore

 (c)  Rs. 20,000 crore

 (d)  Rs. 25,000 crore

104. What is the loan tenure and 
moratorium respectively under this 
scheme?

 (a) 4 years, 12 months

 (b) 3 years, 12 months

 (c) 5 years, 15 months

 (d) 4 years, 15 months

 

(Q.105-Q.110): 

 U.S. Forces Korea and South 
Korean military have delivered new 
interceptor missiles onto Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) base in Seongju despite 
local residents protests.

 South Korea and the United States 
military brought equipment and 
vehicles of THAAD missile defense 
system and other items into an 
American military base Friday in a 
surprise overnight operation aimed 
at skirting opposition from local 
residents.

 The U.S. has installed the THAAD 
system in Seongju, with a total of 
six launchers, since 2017 to counter 
North Korea’s missile threat. There 
are eight interceptor missiles for each 
launcher, putting the total number of 
missiles in South Korea at 48.

 The construction to improve 
residential facilities for the troops 
began in August last year.

 A ministry official said the ground 
transport was inevitable to move 
some hardware, and the government 
had discussions with local residents 
regarding the matter several times but 
failed to win their full consent.

 The THAAD deployment has been 
one of the most sensitive issues for 
South Korea, as China has taken 
economic retaliatory measures for 
Seoul’s hosting of the battery. Seoul 
and Washington have stressed that 
the system aims only to better cope 
with the growing missile threats 
posed by North Korea.

105. Which company developed the 

THAAD anti-missile system?

 (a) Raytheon (b) BAE Systems

 (c) Boeing (d) Lockheed Martin

  

106. Who is the current President of South 
Korea?

 (a)  Park Chung Hee

 (b)  Moon Jae In

 (c)  Park Guen Hye

 (d)  Roh Moo Hyun

  

107. THAAD anti-missiles system 
provides defence against which type 
of missiles?

 (a)  Ballistic Missiles

 (b)  Cruise Missiles 

 (c)  Both

 (d)  None of the above

 

108. What is the range of THAAD 
interceptors?

 (a) 100 km (b) 150 km

 (c) 200 km (d) 250 km 

 

109. Fill in the blanks :- 

 THAAD Interceptors use __________ 
to destroy an incoming missile. 

 (a) Warheads

 (b) Kinetic Energy 

 (c) Boosters

 (d) None of the above

 

110. In which of the following countries 
THAAD has been previously 
deployed ?

 (a) UAE (b) Romania

 (c) Israel (d) All of the above

100. (c)  27th June

101. (c)  Nitin Gadkari

102. (b)  3 lakh crore

103. (c)  Rs. 20,000 crore

104. (a)  4 years, 12 months

Hint [Q.100-Q.104]: June 27 is World MSME 
Day. The day was established in 2017 by 
the United Nations to put Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises in the spotlight 
for their contribution to inclusive and 
sustainable development both locally and 
globally.

 The Minister of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises is Nitin Gadkari and the 
Minister of State is Pratap Chandra Sarangi 
since 31 May 2019.

 The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 
package for MSME sector which is called 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 
(ECLGS), includes collateral free loan for 

small and medium enterprises of Rs 3 lakh 
crore without any additional processing 
fee.

 The government has set aside 20,000 crore 
as subordinate debt to help about two 
lakh MSMEs with stressed accounts or 
non-performing assets (NPA). Under this 
scheme, promoters of the MSME will be 
given debt, which will then be infused as 
equity in the unit. However, unlike credit 
guarantees, government support in this 
scheme is not full but partial.

 Under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Scheme 
MSME package, the loan will have 
4-year tenure and will have a 12-month 
moratorium.

105. (d)  Lockheed Martin

106. (b)  Moon Jae In

107. (a)  Ballistic Missiles

108. (c)  200 km

109. (b)  Kinetic Energy

110. (d)  All of the above

Hint [Q.105-Q.110]:  The THAAD anti-missile 
system is being designed, built, and 
integrated by Lockheed Martin Missiles 
and Fire Control. Lockheed Martin is one 
of the largest companies in the aerospace, 
military support, security, and technologies 
industry. It is the world’s largest defense 
contractor.

 Moon Jae-in is a South Korean politician 
and human rights lawyer serving as 
President of South Korea since 2017. Prior 
to this, he served as chief of staff to then-
president Roh Moo-hyun.

 THAAD is a transportable, ground-based 
anti-ballistic missile defense system. South 
Korea is not the only country with the 
THAAD missile defense system. It has 
been previously deployed in the UAE, 
Guam, Israel and Romania.

 THAAD interceptors have a range of 
200 kilometers and can reach up to 150 
kilometers in altitude; this is higher than 
any other missile defense system. The 
radar, on the other hand, can identify 
missile threats up to 1,000 kilometers in 
range.

 The THAAD interceptor carries no 
warhead, but relies on its kinetic energy 
of impact to destroy the incoming missile. 
A kinetic energy hit minimizes the risk of 
exploding conventional-warhead ballistic 
missiles, and the warhead of nuclear-
tipped ballistic missiles will not detonate 
upon a kinetic-energy hit.

 In his address to the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) on June 2, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi tweaked his as 
yet half-baked concept of ‘atmanirbharta’ 
to say that it implies that goods ‘made in 
India’ should also be ‘made for the world’.
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(Q.111-Q.117): 

 ‘Make in India’ was first formulated 
in the report of the National 
Manufacturing Competitiveness 
Council, chaired by V Krishnamurthy, 
and was adopted through the 
National Manufacturing Policy 
(NMP) 2011, by the Manmohan 
Singh government. The objective of 
NMP 2011 was the same as Modi’s 
‘Make in India’ — to increase the 
share of the manufacturing sector in 
national income from a lowly 16% to 
25% ‘within a decade’, creating 100 
million jobs.

 Both governments have failed to 
deliver on this promise. The share of 
manufacturing in national income 
remains stubbornly stagnant. Several 
factors have contributed to this state 
of affairs, and almost all of them have 
to do with domestic policy. The main 
external challenge has been the non-
transparent competition from China 
that has now become a target of Indian 
trade policy. Any strategy of making in 
India for the world but with reduced 
import dependence, especially on 
China, will require improvements 
in domestic productivity across all 
factors of production and investment 
in innovation and technology 
development. 

111. How many sectors of Indian economy 
are covered under Make in India?

 (a) 10 (b) 15

 (c) 20 (d) 25

  

112. Which of the following is not the 
objective of the Make in India 
programme?

 (a) To increase the growth of 
manufacturing sector to 12-14% 
in order to increase the sector’s 

share in the economy.

 (b) To create 100 million additional 
manufacturing jobs in the 
economy by 2022

 (c) To make India a corruption-free 
country

 (d) To increase the share of the 
manufacturing sector in the GDP 
of the country

 

113. The Assam Gas Cracker project, 
under Make in India programme, is 
initiated to produce about 2.8 lakh 
MT polymers per annum. Which 
polymer is this?

 (a) Benzene (b) Ethylene

 (c) Acetylene (d) None of the above 

  

114. World’s largest solar power park has 
been created in India under the ‘Make 
in India’ initiative. Where is this solar 
power park located?

 (a) Tamil Nadu (b) Kerala

 (c) Karnataka (d) Telangana

115. Which European port has recently 
shown interest in investing in India’s 
Sagarmala project?

 (a)  Port of London

 (b)  Port of Antwerp

 (c)  Port of Rotterdam

 (d)  Port of Barcelona

116. When was Make in India programme 
launched ?

 (a)  September 25, 2014

 (b)  October 2, 2015

 (c)  October 11, 2016

 (d)  July 15, 2015

 

117. Make in India programme was 
launched to improve the _________
sector of the Indian economy.

 (a)  Agriculture sector

 (b)  Manufacturing sector

 (c)  Service sector

 (d)  None of the above

(Q.118-Q.123): 

 The People’s Republic of China has 
decided to join the UN Arms Trade 
Treaty which is a global pact to 
regulate arms sales in the world. While 
announcing the news, the Chinese 
government mentioned that it has 
been committed to efforts to enhance 
peace and stability in the world. The 
UN Arms Trade Treaty to regulate the 
arms sales was rejected by the United 
State’s President Donald Trump, who 
in 2019 had decided to pull the US 
out of the agreement. As per the study 
by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, after the United 
States, [x]is the second-largest arms 
producer in the world.

 The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) came 
into force on December 4, 2014. It is 
a multilateral treaty that regulates the 
international trade in conventional 
weapons with an aim of contributing 
to international and regional peace, 
responsible action by and among 
the states, promoting cooperation 
and transparency and reduce human 
suffering. As soon as the ATT process 
was started, India had maintained 
that such as treaty must make a 
real impact on illicit trafficking in 
conventional arms as well as in their 
illicit use by the terrorists and other 
unlawful and unauthorized non-state 
actors.

118. How many countries have ratified 
the UN Arms Trade treaty (as on 

September 2019)?

 (a) 96 (b) 105

 (c) 110 (d) 124

119. What is the name of the top legislative 
assembly of the Communist Party of 
China?

 (a)  National People’s Congress

 (b)  Assembly of the Union  

 (c)  The National Diet

 (d)  None of the above

 

120. Which country is the second largest 
arms producer of the world redacted 
to as [x] in the above passage? 

 (a) China (b) Russia

 (c) Japan (d) Israel

121. Name the US president during whose 
regime US had signed the above 
mentioned instrument previously ?

 (a)  Donald Trump

 (b)  George W. Bush

 (c)  Bill Clinton

 (d)  None of the above

 

122. Who was the then Secretary of State 
of US who signed this agreement 
previously but was not ratified by the 
US Senate? 

 (a)  John Kerry

 (b)  Mike Pompeo

 (c)  Madeleine K. Albright

 (d)  James A. Baker III

  

123. Which country has recently 
announced to exit the Open Skies 
treaty?

 (a) China (b) India

 (c) Canada (d) USA

111. (d)  25

112. (c) To make India a corruption-free  
 country

113. (b) Ethylene

114. (c)  Karnataka

115. (c)  Port of Rotterdam

116. (a)  September 25, 2014

117. (b)  Manufacturing sector

Hint [Q.111-Q.117]: The focus of Make in India 
programme is on 25 sectors. These include: 
automobiles, automobile components, 
aviation, biotechnology, chemicals, 
construction, defence manufacturing 
electrical machinery, electronic systems, 
food processing, IT & BPM, leather, media 
and entertainment, mining, oil and gas, 
pharmaceuticals, ports and shipping, 
railways, renewable energy, roads and 
highways, space, textile and garments, 
thermal power, tourism and hospitality 
and wellness.

 Corruption free India is not among the key 

objectives of the Make in India programme. 
Although the Indian government is 
trying hard to make India corruption-
free by other efforts like digital India and 
regulation of babudom etc.

 The Assam Gas Cracker Project involves 
setting up of facilities for the manufacture 
of two lakh tonnes of ethylene annually 
using gas as feedstock. The feedstock for 
the project is natural gas and naphtha. OIL 
and ONGC supply natural gas and naphtha 
is supplied by NRL.

 World’s largest solar park at Pavagada in 
Karnataka is operational, generating 2050 
MW of clean energy. The park is located 
on land leased from farmers, utilising the 
drought-hit area & adding to farmers’ 
income.

 The North European port of Rotterdam 
showed its interest to invest in Indian 
ports through Sagarmala project as well 
as to attract more shippers and freight 
forwarders to move their goods to Europe 
through their facilities in the Netherlands.

 Make in India programme was introduced 

on September 25, 2014 by Mr. Modi at 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

 Make in India Programme is like a 
Swadeshi movement in the country. 
This plan was launched to increase the 
manufacturing of many things in India 
only. Make in India was launched to 
boost up the manufacturing sector of the 
economy.

118. (b) 105

119. (a)  National People’s Congress

120. (a)  China

121. (d)  None of the above

122. (a)  John Kerry

123.  (d)  USA

Hint [Q.118-Q.123]: 105 states have ratified to 
the UN Arms Trade treaty, as of September 
2019.

 The National People’s Congress of the 
People’s Republic of China, normally 

referred to as the National People’s 
Congress (usually abbreviated NPC), is 
the highest organ of state power and the 
national legislature of the People’s Republic 
of China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it 
was the largest parliamentary body in the 
world.

 As per the study by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute, 
after the United States, China is the second-
largest arms producer in the world.

 The 2013 Arms Trade Treaty was not 
ratified by the US Senate after the former 
President Barack Obama had endorsed 
it. President Trump had clarified that he 
would revoke his predecessor’s signature.

Trump stating that the U.S. would pull out of the 
treaty, which was signed by then-Secretary 
of State John Kerry but never ratified by the 
U.S. Senate. It’s one of several international 
agreements reached under former 
President Barack Obama from which 
Trump has moved to withdraw, including 
the Paris Agreement on combating climate 
change and the Iran nuclear deal.
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(Q.124-Q.130): 

 The Union Cabinet  approved a six-
month extension to the commission 
appointed to examine sub-
categorisation of Other Backward 
Classes.

 Headed by retired Delhi High 
Court Chief Justice G. Rohini, the 
commission will now have till January 
31, 2021 to submit its report, the 
government said in a statement. The 
commission had been appointed in 
October 2017 with the initial deadline 
of 12 weeks. It has received several 
extensions since then.

 Union Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Prakash Javadekar said the 
Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, had decided to give 
the extension. He said the work of 
the commission was ongoing but 
had been affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 The statement said the commission 
was looking into the issues of 
communities that were not getting the 
benefits of reservation. Mr. Javadekar 
said, for instance, certain castes were 
left out of the ambit because of a 
difference in spelling in a State. He 
said the commission would address 
such ‘anomalies’.

124. The National Commission for 
Backward Classes(NCBC), the 
commission vested with the duty 
to safeguard the socially and 
educationally backward classes is 
headed by ?

 (a)  Dr Bhagwan Lal Sahni

 (b)  Kaushalendra Singh

 (c)  Acharya Talloju

 (d)  Pankaj Namdev

125. The chairperson of NCBC is 
appointed by whom?

 (a)  President

 (b)  Prime Minister

 (c)  Minister of the ministry of social 
justice and empowerment in 
consultation with the council of 
Ministers

 (d) President in consultation with 
Prime Minister and Chief Justice 

 

126. The NCBC was given constitutional 
status by which amendment to the 
constitution?

 (a)  101 (b) 102

 (c) 103 (d) 104

 

127. National Commission for 
Backward classes is the successor of 
the________.

 (a)  National Commission for Other 
Backward Classes

 (b)  National Commission for 
Socially and Educationally 
Backward Classes 

 (c)  Commission for Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classes

 (d)  Socially and Educationally 
Backward Classes Upliftment 
Committee

  

128. Which amongst the following articles 
of constitution does not deal with the 
socially and educationally backward 
classes?

 (a) 340 (b) 338B

 (c) 342A (d) 328

 

129. Where is the Headquarter of NCBC is 
located?

 (a) Mumbai (b) New Delhi

 (c) Kolkata (d) Pune

130. National Commission for Backward 
Class was formed in the year -

 (a) 1990 (b) 1992

 (c) 1993 (d) 1997

(Q.131-Q.136): 

 The eye of the storm narrowly missed 
the city, while nearby coastal areas to 
the south bore the brunt. The extent 
of the damage is still being assessed. 
Officials moved tens of thousands 
of people along the coast to higher 
ground as the storm approached.

 Mobile phone footage of the storm 
in Raigad, about 50km (30 miles) 
south of Mumbai, showed huge waves 
crashing into the shore, with trees 
being whipped into a frenzy by the 
strong winds. There were warnings 
Nisarga may trigger big storm surges. 
Images showed it ripped tin roofs off 
buildings.

 Packing winds of more than 100km/h, 
Cyclone Nisarga intensified on its 
approach from the hot waters of the 
Arabian Sea. Gujarat state was also in 
Nisarga’s path as it proceeds north-
east. It will dump huge amounts of 
rainfall across a swathe of India before 
it reaches the Himalayas at Nepal.

 Early on Wednesday, the Indian 
Meteorological Department said the 
cyclone had intensified into a “[x]”.

 The fact the storm damage does not 
appear to be severe will come as 
a relief to Mumbai, the city worst 
affected by the coronavirus crisis in 
India.

 Unlike India’s eastern coast, cyclones 
are unusual on the country’s western 
shore. 

131. Nisarga has been categorised as [x]. 

Choose the best option.

 (a)  Cyclonic Storm

 (b)  Severe Cyclonic Storm

 (c)  Very Severe Cyclonic Storm

 (d)  Super Cyclonic Storm

 

132. Consider the following statements

 A.  Hurricanes are tropical storms 
that form over the North Atlantic 
Ocean and Northeast Pacific.

 B. Cyclones are formed over the 
South Pacific and Indian Ocean.

 C. Typhoons are formed over the 
Northwest Pacific Ocean.

 Which among the following 
statements are true?

 (a) Only B (b) A & B

 (c) B & C (d) Both II and III

 

133. Another cyclone hit the other part of 
the country in May 2020. Name it.

 (a) Bulbul (b) Amphan

 (c) Vayu (d) Phailin

134. What does the term Nisarga mean? 

 (a) In Nature 

 (b) In Situ 

 (c) In loco parentis

 (d) In Communicado

 

135. Which country suggested the name 
‘Nisarga’ for the World Meteorological 
Organization/Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Panel on Tropical Cyclones list of 
cyclone names?

 (a) Bangladesh (b) Thailand

 (c) Myanmar (d) Pakistan

 

136. India Meteorological Department 
was established in the year -

 (a) 1875 (b) 1880

 (c) 1890 (d) 1901

124. (a)  Dr Bhagwan Lal Sahni

125. (a)  President

126. (b)  102

127. (b)  National Commission for Socially  
 and Educationally Backward Classes

128. (d)  328

129. b)  New Delhi

130. (c)  1993

Hint [Q.124-Q.130]: Bhagwan Lal Sahni who 
hails from Bihar has been appointed as the 
Chairman of the National Commission for 
Backward Classes. Further Kaushalendra 
Singh and Acharya Talloju have been 
appointed as the members of the 
commission.

 The Commission consists of five members 
including a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson 
and three other Members appointed 
by the President by warrant under his 
hand and seal. The conditions of service 
and tenure of office of the Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson and other Members is 
determined by President.

 102nd Constitution Amendment Act, 
2018 provides constitutional status to 
the National Commission for Backward 

Classes (NCBC). It has the authority to 
examine complaints and welfare measures 
regarding socially and educationally 
backward classes. 

 Previously NCBC was a statutory body 
under the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment.

 National Commission for Backward 
classes is the successor of the National 
Commission for Socially and Educationally 
Backward Classes. Previously NCBC was a 
statutory body under the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment.

 Article 340 deals with the need to, inter alia, 
identify those “socially and educationally 
backward classes”, understand the 
conditions of their backwardness, and 
make recommendations to remove the 
difficulties they face.

 Article 338B provides authority to NCBC to 
examine complaints and welfare measures 
regarding socially and educationally 
backward classes.

 Article 342 A empowers President to specify 
socially and educationally backward classes 
in various states and union territories. He 
can do this in consultation with Governor 
of concerned State. However, law enacted 

by Parliament will be required if list of 
backward classes is to be amended.

 The headquarter of NCBC is located in 
New Delhi.

 India’s National Commission for Backward 
Classes is a constitutional body under 
India’s Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment established on 14 August 
1993.

131. (b)  Severe Cyclonic Storm

132. (d)  Both II and III

133. (b)  Amphan

134. (a)  In Nature

135. (a)  Bangladesh

136.  (a)  1875

Hint [Q.131-Q.136]: There are five categories of 
cyclones: 1 stands the lowest speed in the 
scale and 5 is the harshest in the scale, as 
per the department. The meteorological 
department has labeled the cyclone as 
category four. A category four cyclone can 
have the wind speed between 100 to 165 
km per hour, which can be varying when 
the cyclone makes landfall. The cyclone 

is considered as a ‘severe’ one as per the 
Indian Meteorological Department.

 All the three statements are correct 
(they are more or less the same) and the 
above three are named according to their 
locations.

 Super Cyclonic Storm Amphan was a 
powerful and deadly tropical cyclone that 
caused widespread damage in Eastern 
India, specifically West Bengal, Odisha and 
also Bangladesh in May 2020.

 The name Nisarga (also transliterated as 
Nisarga, Nisarg or Nisargaa) is one of the 
ancient Indian names and is derived from 
the Sanskrit roots “Ni” and “Sarga”. “Ni” 
means “in” and “Sarga” means “nature”. 
Together, they indicate in nature.

 The name of Nisarga cyclone was picked 
up from the list of 1 69 names released 
by IMD in April 2020. The name Nisarga 
was suggested by Bangladesh. Amphan 
was suggested by Thailand. Fani was also 
suggested by Bangladesh.

 IMD was established in 1875. It is an 
agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of 
the Government of India.
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(Q.137-Q.141):  

 India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has accepted an invitation from 
US President Donald Trump to attend 
the next Group of Seven (G7) summit, 
India’s foreign ministry officials said 
on Wednesday. In a telephone call with 
Modi on Tuesday evening, Trump 
spoke about the US presidency of G7 
and conveyed his desire to expand 
the ambit of the grouping beyond the 
existing membership to include other 
important countries, including India.

 On Sunday, Trump said he was 
postponing until September the G7 
summit that had been scheduled 
for late June at Camp David, the US 
president’s country retreat. Trump 
also proposed an expansion of the 
grouping and said he wanted to invite 
India, Australia, South Korea and 
Russia to the meeting.

 During their telephone conversation, 
the two leaders also exchanged views 
on the COVID-19 pandemic in their 
countries, India-China tensions over 
a recent border standoff, and a need 
for reforms in the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

 Trump told Modi the US would 
ship the first tranche of 100 donated 
ventilators to India next week.

137. When was G7 formed?

 (a) 1970 (b) 1972

 (c) 1975 (d) 1978

 

138. There is a proposal of expansion of 
G7 to G10 or G11 due to change in 
major economies of the world. Which 
among the following countries is nor 
proposed to be included?

 (a) Australia  (b) South Korea

 (c) China (d) Russia

 

139. India has attended the G8 summits 
previously _____ times as special 
guests by various hosts of the G8 
Summit in the past.

 (a) Two (b) Four

 (c) Five (d) Six 

  

140. Which summit of G20 will happen 
this year?

 (a) 42nd  (b) 46th

 (c) 47th  (d) 48th 

 

141. The groundwork for the Summit, 
including matters to be discussed 
and follow-up meetings, is done by 
the ______. They are the personal 
representatives of head of States and 
Governments. Name the specific term 
used for these officials.  

 (a)  Chargé d’affaires

 (b)  Sherpas

 (c)  Consul

 (d)  Papal Nuncio

(Q.142-Q.146): 

 Last month, President Trump 
announced that the United States 
would withdraw from the 1992 Open 
Skies Treaty (OST).  The Open Skies 
Treaty has 34 parties and builds on 
the original concept of “mutual aerial 
observation” proposed by President 
[x] in 1955. Flights per country are 
based on quotas, both active (those 
a country can conduct) and passive 
(those a country must accept). The 
types of aircraft and cameras used 
must pass specific certification 
requirements. The OST is pretty 
different from the Conventional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty — 

which outlined provisions aimed 
at establishing a military balance 
of conventional arms between 
NATO and the former Warsaw 
Pact countries, with detailed and 
complicated explanations for how 
to destroy each type of conventional 
weapon.

 Many former Warsaw Pact countries 
became even more interested in the 
negotiations after the pact dissolved, 
conducting their negotiations free 
from the Soviet Union’s presence and 
pressure. It was anticipated that the 
OST would assist in verifying treaties 
such as the CFE and the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, as well as 
provide additional information to 
decrease the likelihood of conflicts. 
And while the U.S. knew that they 
already had the national technical 
means to get information on other 
countries’ activities, they understood 
the value of the treaty to other 
countries. The breakup of the Soviet 
Union also created three new states 
with nuclear weapons, adding to the 
desire for transparency. Moreover, the 
OST highlighted the importance of 
science diplomacy. 

142. Name the President redacted as [x] in 
the above passage.

 (a) Dwight D. Eisenhower

 (b) Franklin D. Roosevelt

 (c) Harry S. Truman

 (d) John F. Kennedy 

 

143. What is the full form of NATO?

 (a)  Northern Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation

 (b)  North American Treaty 
Organisation

 (c)  Non- Aligned Treaty 
Organisation

 (d)  North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation

 

144. Which among the following 
statements is not true about OST?

 (a) The OST allows for members the 
United States, Canada, Russia, 
and various European countries 
to conduct unarmed surveillance 
flights in each others’ air space. 

 (b) The treaty was designed to 
enhance mutual understanding, 
build confidence, and promote 
openness and transparency of 
military forces and activities.

 (c) Under the treaty, a member 
state can spy on any part of the 
host nation, without the latter’s 
consent.

 (d) A country can undertake aerial 
imaging over the host state after 
giving notice 72 hours before, 
and sharing its exact flight path 
24 hours before.

  

145. The Warsaw Pact was formally 
declared to an end on 1 July 1991. 
The person accredited for the same 
is________.

 (a)  Vaclav Havel

 (b)  Gorbachev

 (c)  Nikita Khrushchev

 (d)  John F. Kennedy

146. Out of all the members there is only 
one State that has signed, but not 
ratified the OST. Name it.

 (a) USA (b) Kyrgyzstan

 (c) Russia (d) Pakistan

137. (c)  1975

138. (c)  China

139. (c)  Five

140. (b)  46th

141. (b)  Sherpas

Hint [Q.137-Q.141]: The G7 or ‘Group of Seven’ 
consists of Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. It is an intergovernmental 
organisation that was formed in 1975 as an 
informal forum to discuss pressing world 
issues

 The proposed expansion has suggested 
inclusion of India, Australia, South Korea 
and Russia in the grouping of the largest 
advanced economies. The existing G7 
group has been called an outdated group of 
countries as it does not include emerging 
economies of the world and thus it is 
believed that the group does not follow 
the current world order. It is unclear that 
the proposed expansion will be permanent 

or temporary. China is deliberately not 
included because of its low per capita 
capital.

 India has attended the G8 summits 
previously five times as special guests by 
various hosts of the G8 Summit in the past. 
The hosts can invite non-members of G7 to 
attend the meet.

 The G7 summit of the leaders of the Group 
of Seven was originally scheduled to be 
held on June 10 through June 12, 2020, at 
Camp David, United States. However, U.S. 
President Donald Trump postponed the 
summit until at least September 2020. This 
was the 46th session.

 A sherpa is the personal representative of a 
head of state or government who prepares 
an international summit, particularly the 
annual G7 and G20 summits. Between 
the G7 summits there are multiple sherpa 
conferences where possible agreements are 
laid out.

142. (a)  Dwight D. Eisenhower

143. (d)  North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

144. (c) Under the treaty, a member state 
can spy on any part of the host nation, 
without the latter’s consent.

145. (a)  Vaclav Havel 

146. (b)  Kyrgyzstan

Hint [Q.142-Q.146]: In 1955, the former 
US President Dwight Eisenhower first 
proposed OST, as a means to deescalate 
tensions during the Cold War.

 NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 
is an international alliance that consists of 
30 member states from North America and 
Europe. It was established at the signing 
of the North Atlantic Treaty on 4 April 
1949.North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), military alliance established by 
the North Atlantic Treaty (also called the 
Washington Treaty),  which sought to 
create a counterweight to Soviet armies 
stationed in central and eastern Europe 

after World War II.

 Under the OST treaty, a member state can 
spy on any part of the host nation, only with 
the latter’s consent and with appropriate 
notice of such spying.

 The Warsaw Pact was declared at an end 
on 25 February 1991 and the Czechoslovak 
President, Vaclav Havel, formally declared 
an end to it on 1 July 1991. Gorbachev’s 
policy of openness (Glasnost) and 
restructuring (Perestroika), together with 
other initiatives, opened the way for popular 
uprisings. The Berlin Wall fell in November 
1989 and communist governments in 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Romania and Bulgaria started to 
fall.

 The break-up of the Warsaw Pact was 
shortly followed by the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union in December 1991.

 The OST came into effect in 2002 and 
currently has 35 signatories along with one 
non-ratifying member (Kyrgyzstan).
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(Q.147-Q.150): 

 India banned [1] apps originating 
from China, including very popular 
ones like the short video platform 
TikTok, UC Browser, file sharing 
app ShareIt, and CamScanner, which 
allows iOS and Android devices to 
be used as image and document 
scanners.

 The Ministry of Information and 
Technology has said that it “has 
received many complaints from 
various sources including several 
reports about misuse of some 
mobile apps… for stealing and 
surreptitiously transmitting users’ 

data in an unauthorised manner to 
servers which have locations outside 
India”. Since this “ultimately impinges 
upon the sovereignty and integrity 
of India, is a matter of very deep and 
immediate concern which requires 
emergency measures”

 The notification is expected to be 
followed by instructions to Internet 
service providers to block these 
apps. Users are likely to soon see a 
message saying access to the apps has 
been restricted on the request of the 
government.

147. Which has been replaced by [1] in the 

above passage?

 (a) 50 (b) 55

 (c) 59 (d) 57

148. The ban on these Chinese App 
has been enforced by Information 
Technology act. IT act came in the 
year-

 (a) 2000 (b) 2002

 (c) 2005 (d) 2009

149. Who is the Cabinet minister for 
Communications,Electronics & 

Information Technology in India ?

 (a) Ravi Shankar Prasad

 (b) J P Nadda

 (c) Piyush Goyal

 (d) D V Sadananda Gowda

150. Under which section of the IT act, 
these chinese app are banned in 
India?

 (a)  Section 69(A)

 (b)  Section 72

 (c)  Section 65

 (d)  Section 71(b) 

147. (c)  59

148. (a)  2000

149. (a)  Ravi Shankar Prasad

150. (a)  Section 69(A) 

Hint [Q.147-Q.150]: The Government of India 
has blocked 59 apps under Section 69A 
of the IT Act. The Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology (MeitY) 
has banned the apps that are engaged 
in activities which are prejudicial to 
sovereignty and integrity of India. The 
Government of India has blocked these 

apps under Section 69A of the IT Act 2000. 
Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad is the Cabinet 
Minister for Communications, Electronics 
& Information Technology and Law & 
Justice in the Government of India.

#LearningUnlocked
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LEGAL CURRENT AFFAIRS
1. The Madras High Court has 

held that public servants and 

constitutional functionaries 
cannot be allowed to misuse the 
law of criminal defamation by 
using the State as a tool to initiate 
defamation proceedings against 
adversaries.The HC quashed 
criminal defamation proceedings 
launched by the Madras state 
government against a host of 
media houses and journalists. 
Moreover, the Supreme Court 
of India, in the Subramanian 
Swamy v. Union of India, 2014, 
upheld the constitutional validity 
of the criminal defamation law.

2. Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) has started looking 

into allegations against the 
Alphabet Inc’s Google.According 
to the allegations, Google is 
abusing its market position to 
unfairly promote its mobile 
payments app (Google Pay) 
in the country.This is Google’s 
third major antitrust challenge 
in India.In 2018, the CCI fined 
Google $21 million for ‘search 
bias’ and In 2019, the CCI started 
probing Google for allegedly 
misusing its dominant position to 
reduce the ability of smartphone 
manufacturers to opt for alternate 
versions of its Android mobile 
operating system. Moreover, the 
antitrust law, also referred to as 
Competition law, aims to protect 
trade and commerce from unfair 
restraints, monopolies and price-
fixing.The Competition Act, 2002 
is India’s antitrust law.

3. The United States House of 
Representatives approved a 
legislation calling for sanctions on 
Chinese officials responsible for 
oppression of Uighur Muslims.
The bill calls for sanctions against 
those responsible for repression 
of Uighurs and other Muslim 
groups in China’s Xinjiang 
province.According to the United 
Nations estimates, more than one 
million Uighurs Muslims and 
members of other largely Muslim 
minority groups have been 
detained in camps in Xinjiang in 
a crackdown.The bill also calls on 
USA companies or individuals 
operating in the Xinjiang region 

to take steps to ensure their 
products do not include parts 
using forced labour of Uighurs.
By passing the bill, the United 
States Congress has taken a firm 
step to counter China’s human 
rights abuses against the Uighurs.

4. A petition has been filed in the 
Supreme Court to challenge the 

new Section 3A incorporated into 
the Haryana Official Language 
(Amendment) Act, 2020, which 
seeks to enforce use of Hindi in 
all courts and tribunals across 
the state.Petitioners argue that 
the amendment was made with 
the assumption that everyone 
practising law in Haryana not 
only knows Hindi but is also 
fluent in it.

5. The Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) has clarified that the Prime 

Minister’s Citizen Assistance and 
Relief in Emergency Situations 
Fund (PM-CARES Fund) is not 
a public authority under the 
ambit of the Right To Act (RTI), 
2005.PM-CARES Fund was set 
to accept donations and provide 
relief during the Covid-19 
pandemic, and other similar 
emergencies.The PMO’s response 
came in the backdrop of the RTI 
query filed to know the Fund’s 
trust deed and all government 
orders, notifications and circulars 
relating to its creation and 
operation.PM-CARES was set 
up as a public charitable trust 
with the trust deed registered on 
March 27, 2020.

6. Supreme Court refused to 
stay the Adaptation of Laws 

(Amendment) Order, 2019, 
issued by the President to amend 
the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation (BEFR), 1873.The 

court said it will have to hear what 
the government has to say on the 
matter.The Presidential order 
was challenged in the Supreme 
Court by Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba 
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) and 
All Tai Ahom Students’ Union 
(ATASU).The petitioners claimed 
that the Presidential Order moved 
some of the districts of Assam 
away from the purview of BEFR 
just before the grant of assent to 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act 
(CAA), 2019.

7. All political parties from Tamil 
Nadu had filed a writ petition in the 
Supreme Court seeking direction 

to the Centre to implement 50% 
Other Backward Class (OBC) 
reservation in the all-India NEET 
seats surrendered by the state.
However, the Supreme Court 
pointed that a writ petition under 
Article 32 of the Constitution can 
be filed only in case of violation 
of fundamental rights. The 
Supreme Court of India has said 
that reservation of seats provided 
to certain communities is not a 
fundamental right.

8. Union Minister emphasised the 
need to include all reservation-
related laws in the Ninth Schedule 
of Constitution so that they are 
shielded from judicial review.The 
minister argued that reservation 
is not confined just to Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) and is available to 
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) 
and poor sections of the upper 
castes as well and have been 
attached to Fundamental Rights.

9. USA has authorised sanctions 
against International Criminal 
Court (ICC) officials involved in 

investigations into possible war 
crimes by USA troops and its 
allies.Under it, any individuals 
who have directly engaged in any 
effort by the ICC to investigate, 
arrest, detain, or prosecute any 
United States personnel without 
the consent of the United States or 
have attempted the same against 
the USA ally may be subject to 
sanctions.

10. Election for five non-permanent 
members of the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) is 
being held on 17th June, 2020.
India is standing unopposed as 
the nominee for the Asia-Pacific 
seat, for the 2021-22 term and 
needs the vote of two-thirds of 
UNGA members (129 votes) 
to be confirmed.This would 
be India’s eighth term in the 
UNSC which will begin from 
January 2021. For the other 
seats, Mexico is expected to be 
elected unopposed for the Latin 
American group.Canada, Ireland 
and Norway will contend for two 
seats of the West European and 
Others Group (WEOG).Kenya 
and Djibouti will contend for an 
African seat.

11. Nepal’s House of Representative 
unanimously passed Constitution 
Amendment Bill, which seeks to 

change the political map of the 
country in the Coat of Arms by 
incorporating Limpiyadhura, 
Lipulekh and Kalapani in Nepal’s 
map. Further, these parts are 
claimed by India to be a part of 
Indian Territory.

12. The Central Government has 

notified the establishment of a 
Central Administrative Tribunal 
(CAT) Bench in Jammu. The 
Bench will exercise jurisdiction 
over Union territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Union territory 
of Ladakh. Previously, the 
Supreme Court had issued notice 
in a plea seeking the setting up 
of a permanent Bench of CAT 
in the Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir for hearing service 
matters.
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ONE LINERS
1. US based tech-giant Apple Inc’s 

market capitalization surpassed 
$1.5 trillion, making it the first 
U.S. company to reach that mark

2. India’s forex reserves have now 
crossed the $ 500 billion mark, 

according to the data released by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

3. The Uttarakhand Governor 
Baby Rani Maurya assented to 
declare Gairsain as new summer 
capital. The Gairsain is also called 
Bhararisen.

4. The Uttarakhand forest 

department has opened state’s 
biggest biodiversity park in 
Haldwani on 5 June 2020, on the 
occasion of World Environment 
Day, to encourage conservation 
of flora, especially medicinal 
plants.

5. Hyderabad City Police along 
with Hyderabad City Security 
Council (HCSC) has launched a 
programme called “She Triumphs 
through Respect, Equality, and 
Empowerment” (STREE) to 
support and empower women 
victims of domestic violence and 
abuse.

6. The G20 countries pledged over 
21 billion USD to fight against 
COVID-19. The countries have 
so far injected 5 trillion USD in 
March 2020 to help fight global 
economic crisis.

7. The Health Ministry of South-

Pacific nation, New Zealand 
has declared that the nation has 
become free from “Coronavirus”.

8. China’s unmanned submersible 
‘Haidou-1’ has dived to a depth 

of 10, 907 meters at the world’s 
deepest ocean point.

9. Export-Import Bank of India 
(Exim Bank) has extended 

a line of credit (LOC) worth 
$215.68 million to the Malawi 
government for drinking water 
supply schemes and other 
development projects.

10. India’s financial capital Mumbai 
has emerged as the most 
expensive city in the country 
for expatriates in terms of cost 
of living, according to Mercer’s 
‘2020 Cost of Living Survey’ 
released on 9 June 2020.

11. Indian Institute of Technology, 

Madras is the best higher 
education institution in the 
country, according to the 
National Institutional Ranking 
Framework released by Human 
Resource Development Minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
today. Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore has bagged the second 
position and IIT Delhi is in the 
third position.

12. The Union Minister of Human 

Resource Development, Shri 
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, 
virtually released ‘India NIRF 
Rankings 2020’ of Institutions 
of Higher Education on 11 June 
2020 in New Delhi

13. India has been ranked 56th out of 
200 countries in a comprehensive 
report on safety and risk 
assessment of nations tackling 
Covid-19.

14. Facebook has joined hands with 

Microsoft, Google, Twitter and 
14 other tech giants for a new 
initiative called ‘Project Protect’ 
to help combat child sexual abuse 

and exploitation online.

15. Following the investment of Abu 
Dhabi’s Mubadala Investment 
Company in Reliance’s Jio 
Platforms, US(United States) 
private equity company Silver 
Lake partners announced an 
investment of Rs 4,546.80 crore 
for an additional 0.93 % stake 
in Jio Platforms, a subsidiary 
of Asia’s richest man Mukesh 
Ambani-controlled Reliance 
Industries Ltd (RIL).

16. Infrastructure Leasing & 
Financial Services Limited 

(IL&FS) has completed the 
sale of its 50% stake in Gujarat 
International Finance Tec-City 
(GIFT City).

17. The Rajiv Gandhi International 
Airport (RGIA), Hyderabad has 
received the Platinum award in 
the 15-35 Million Passengers Per 
Annum (MPPA) categories for its 
water management practices.

18. Popular writer-lyricist Javed 
Akhtar has become the first 

Indian to win Richard Dawkins 
Award 2020 for critical thinking, 
advancing human progress and 
humanist values.

19. A Manila, Philippines based 
foundation that gives out Ramon 
Magsaysay Award announced 
that the awards are being 
cancelled due to COVID-19.

20. Indian-American soil scientist 
Dr. Rattan Lal has won the 
prestigious 2020 World Food 
Prize, which is considered to be 
equivalent to a Nobel Prize in the 
field of agriculture.

21. Indian Musician & founder of 

Kalakruthi music organisation 
in Australia, Shobha Sekhar will 
be conferred the “Medal of the 
Order of Australia”.

22. Non-Banking finance company 
IIFL Finance has signed up 
India’s leading batsman, Rohit 
Sharma as its first-ever brand 
ambassador.

23. Athletics Integrity Unit(AIU) has 
banned Gomathi Marimuthu for 
4-years after testing positive for 
banned substances.

24. Madhya Pradesh is the first 
state in the country which has 
completed the survey of all 
migrant labourers and started to 
provide jobs according to their 
skill.

25. Ved Marwah who had served as 

the former Governor of Mizoram, 
Manipur and Jharkhand has 
passed away

26. The President of the Republic 
of Burundi, Pierre Nkurunziza 
has passed away after suffering a 
cardiac arrest.

27. Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways has mandated a strip of 
green colour for BS-VI vehicles of 
any fuel type.

28. United Kingdom oil major 
“British Petroleum” is going to 
set up Global Business Service 
Centre in Pune, Maharashtra to 
support its global businesses.

29. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will launch Garib Kalyan Rojgar 

Abhiyaan on 20 June 2020 from 
Beldaur of Khagaria District of 
Bihar.

30. India and 12 other countries 
have come together to lead 
United Nations initiative 
‘#VERIFIED’, which aims to 
counter misinformation on the 
coronavirus by spreading fact-
based content.

31. The private spaceflight company, 

SpaceX successfully launched 
its latest batch of 58 Starlink 
internet satellites into the orbit, 
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in a rideshare mission

32. Uttar Pradesh has become the top 
state in the country to provide 
employment to the workers under 
the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme MGNREGA.

33. The 19th Great June Uprising 
Day was observed on 18th June at 
Kekrupat, Manipur.

34. Former NASA astronaut Kathryn 
D. Sullivan, who became the first 

American woman to walk in 
space, has now created another 
record to become the first woman 
to reach the deepest point in the 
ocean.

35. Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan, 
Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev 
has resigned from the post.

36. WhatsApp has launched its 

‘WhatsApp Pay’ in Brazil, two 
years after it began testing the 
payments service in India

37. Violent clash broke out between 

the Indian and Chinese soldiers 
recently in the Galwan Valley of 
Ladakh region.

38. The United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
released its World Investment 
Report, 2020. According to the 
report, India is the 9th largest 
largest recipient of FDI in 2019.

39. The Institute of Management 
Development recently released 
the World Competitive Index. 
India ranked 43rd in the ranking.

40. The Ministry of Earth Science 
recently released its report 
“Assessment of Climate Change 
over Indian Region”.

41. India was second biggest 
growth driver of primary energy 
consumption in the world, 
according to the 69th annual 

edition of the BP Statistical 
Review of World Energy, released 
by BP, one of the world’s largest 
energy companies.

42. The Ministry of Earth Sciences’ 
(MoES) has released the report 
titled ‘Assessment of Climate 
Change over the Indian Region’, 
which is the first ever climate 
change assessment report for 
different paarts of India.

43. Mukesh Ambani with a recent 

soar in net worth has jumped 
into the exclusive club of the 
world’s top 10 richest people, as 
per Forbes Real-Time Billionaire 
list.

44. Jio Platforms and Reliance 
Industries on June 18 announced 
an investment of Rs. 11,367 
crore by Saudi Arabia’s Public 
Investment Fund.

45. The Competition Commission 
of India (CCI) has approved 
the acquisition of Metso Oyj’s 
(Metso) minerals business by 
Outotec Oyj (Outotec) under 
Section 31(1) of the Competition 
Act, 2002.

46. The recent massive fire at the 

Baghjan Oil field, Assam had 
caused serious environmental 
damages and led to migration of 
1000s of people in the region.

47. Chef Angad Singh Rana has won 
QualityNZ Culinary Cup 2020.

48. The All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) recommended former 
Indian football team captain IM 
Vijayan for Padma Shri, which 
is India’s fourth-highest civilian 
award.

49. India’s first solar-powered ferry, 

Aditya has been shortlisted for 
the Gustave Trouvé Award as the 

only entrant from Asia.

50. Bollywood actor Pankaj Tripathi 
has been appointed as the brand 
ambassador of Bihar Khadi by 
the state government.

51. Shambhu S. Kumaran has 
been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the 
Republic of the Philippines.

52. The current Attorney General of 

India, K. K. Venugopal, is all set 
to get one-year extension, after 
he accepted the government’s 
request to serve as the top law 
officer of the country for one 
more year.

53. Volkan Bozkır, a veteran Turkish 
diplomat and parliamentarian 
was elected as the President of 
the 75th Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on 
June 17.

54. India has been elected as a 
non-permanent member of the 
United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) for a two-year term 
during the 2020 UNSC elections 
held on 17 June 2020

55. JSW Cement has signed Sourav 

Ganguly and Sunil Chhetri as its 
brand ambassadors.

56. India would be sending a tri-
service military contingent to 
participate in the Russian Victory 
Day Parade on June 24, 2020.

57. Within 10 days of the Galwan 
Valley Clash, the Armed Forces 
of India and China are set to 
take part in the 75th Victory 
Anniversary of the Soviet Union 
over Nazi Germany at the Red 
Square in Moscow, Russia on 
24th June 2020.

58. Middle distance runner Gomathi 

Marimuthu, has been banned for 
four years and stripped off her 
2019 Asian Championships gold 
medal by the Athletics Integrity 
Unity (AIU), until May 2023 for 

doping charges

59. Grandmaster Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov of Azerbaijan has 
won the World Stars Sharjah 
Online International Chess 
Championship.

60. Bayern Munich have been 

crowned Bundesliga champions 
for an eighth successive season 
after a 1-0 win at Werder Bremen.

61. The All India Football 
Consideration (AIFF) has been 
granted the rights to host AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup 2022 by The 
Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC).

62. Union Minister for Coal, Mines 

and Parliamentary Affairs, 
Pralhad Joshi has launched R&D 
Portal “Science and Technology 
Yojana for Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat in Mining Advancement 
(SATYABHAMA)”

63. Historian Dinyar Patel’s 
biography of Dadabhai Naoroji, 
“Naoroji Pioneer of Indian 
Nationalism” was published by 
the Harvard University Press in 
May 2020.

64. India’s oldest First Class cricketer 

Vasant Raiji passed away at the 
age of 100.

65. The Archaeological Survey team 
has recently claimed that a 500 
year old temple that submerged 
in the waters of Mahanadi 
resurfaced.

66. Government of India will bring an 
ordinance to put all cooperative 
banks under the Reserve Bank of 
India supervision.

67. Moody’s Investors Service has 
sharply revised its forecast for 
India’s annual GDP growth 
and has projected the Indian 
economy to shrink 3.1 percent in 
the Calendar year 2020, caused 
by the disruptions due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

68. Prime Minister of India Shri 
Narendra Modi has launched a 
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dedicated Rs 50,000 crore Garib 
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan, via 
video conference, on 20 June 
2020 for Migrant workers

69. In a first-of-its-kind initiative by 

a metro rail system in northern 
India, the Noida-Greater Noida 
Metro has decided to convert 
the Sector 50 station into a “She-
Man” station that will have special 
facilities and employment for the 
transgender community.

70. India has announced contributing 
10 million US dollar to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) over the coming 
two years.

71. Union Cabinet has given 
International Airport status to 
Kushinagar Airport in Uttar 
Pradesh.

72. The state government of 

Jharkhand is likely to become the 
second state after Kerala in the 
country to launch a job guarantee 
scheme that will be on the lines 
of Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MNREGA).

73. Through the virtual platform, 

Jitendra Singh (Union Minister 
of State for Development of 
North Eastern Region I/C) 
had inaugurated Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) constructed 
bridgesDevika and Puneja on 
24th June 2020.

74. A Line of Credit (LOC) of USD 
20.10 million has been extended 
by the Export-Import Bank of 
India (Exim Bank) on behalf of 

the Government of India, to the 
Government of the Republic of 
Nicaragua.

75. The House of Representatives 
in Nepal on 18th June 2020 
had made a constitutional 
amendment under which the 
map of Nepal was revised.

76. Russian Company- S.P. Korolev 

Rocket and Space Corporation 
Energia (also known as RSC 
Energia) has announced that 
it will take the first tourist for a 
spacewalk in 2023.

77. In a setback for Pakistan, the 
global terror financing watchdog 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) has decided to keep 
Pakistan in the Grey List’ for 
terror financing.

78. The 45th annual meeting of the 
United States India Business 

Council (USIBC) will be marked 
with the 2020 India Ideas Summit.

79. India is participating at the 
Cannes Film Festival 2020.
The film festival began with the 
einauguration of the Virtual 
India Pavilion by Union Ministry 
of Information & Broadcasting 
Prakash Javadekar.

80. The 36th ASEAN Summit held 
via teleconference in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak

81. India becomes 12th Largest 
Holder of US Government 
Securities at April 2020 end

82. Swiss National Bank (SNB) 

has released ‘Annual banking 
statistics, 2019’. According to the 
latest SNB data, India has moved 
down three places to 77th rank 
in terms of money parked by its 
citizens.

83. Vijay Khanduja has been 
appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the 
Republic of Zimbabwe.

84. Dr. Panchanathan is the second 
Indian-American ever to be 
nominated to the prestigious 
science position

85. World Athletics on June 22 

announced that Laurent Boquillet 
has been appointed as the Head 
of Global Development.

86. Nobel-laureate Indian economist 
and philosopher Amartya Sen 
has been selected for the 2020 
Peace Prize of the German Book 
Trade for his decades-long work 
around issues of global justice.

87. Reliance Foundation chairperson 

Nita Ambani became the only 
Indian to feature in Town & 
Country magazine’s top global 
philanthropists of 2020 list

88. The Maharashtra government 
has declared the Vithabai 
Narayangaokar lifetime 
achievement award to folk artist 
Gulabbai Sangamnerkar.

89. Indian Weightlifting 
Federation(IWLF) Secretary 
Sahdev Yadav informed that 2 
time Commonwealth Games 
Gold Medalist, Weightlifter K. 
Sanjita Chanu will get the Arjuna 
award for 2018.

90. Vijay Khanduja has been 

appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the 
Republic of Zimbabwe.

91. Former India opener Wasim 
Jaffer has been appointed head 
coach of the Uttarakhand cricket 
team

92. Senior IAS officer Vini Mahajan 
assumed charge as Punjab’s first 
woman chief secretary on 26 June 
2020.

93. Indian Navy (IN) has inducted 

indigenously developed Torpedo 
Decoy System on 26 June 2020.

94. The Ministry of Sports has 

decided to establish 1,000 Khelo 
India Centers (KIC) at the district 
level across the country.

95. The football club Napoli has won 

the 2019-20 Coppa Italia cup 
after defeating Juventus with 4–2 
on shootout penalties in the final 
after a goalless draw.

96. Nagaland State Sports Academy 
at Indira Gandhi Stadium, 
Kohima has been selected to be 
established as Khelo India State 
Centre of Excellence, KISCE.

97. Novak Djokovic, the world’s no.1 

tennis player, has tested positive 
for COVID-19. Djokovic recently 
took part in an exhibition tennis 
tournament in the Balkans.

98. According to a poll conducted by 

Wisden India, Rahul Dravid is 
the greatest Indian Test batsman 
of all time.

99. The FIFA Women’s World Cup 
2023™ will be hosted by Australia 
and New Zealand.

100. Union Minister of Human 
Resource Development Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched an 
initiative ‘YUKTI 2.0’ on 23 June 
2020 in New Delhi.
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ARTICLES YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS

The Conundrum Of Forwarding 
E-Paper: Issues In Copyright

The outbreak of this pandemic 
accompanied a lot of problems 
in day to day life. This pandemic 

has brought us into a new normal. This 
‘new normal’ has its majority existence 
working through online platforms. One 
such area deeply affected by the present 
situation and hotly debated in recent 
times is the issues of e-newspaper. At 
various places, the disruption regarding 
the physical disruption of newspaper has 
seen an increase in the use of e-newspaper, 
mostly available on the official website 
of the newspaper. The free forwarding of 
e-paper has been met by stiff resistance 
by the newspaper companies. This 
resistance was displayed by a local Hindi 
newspaper, Dainik Bhaskar [i], in its 
report which clearly cautions the readers, 
more specifically the group administrator 
of Whatsapp, not to circulate the e-paper 
PDF in groups, to which stringent action 
can be taken. This claim came as a surprise, 
with different opinions on both the side 
of debate. Several other online platforms 
like free press journal [ii], came up with 
another piece that sharing in PDF or any 
other form of paper is not an illegal act. This 
double opinion created confusion among 
the readers. The central organization of the 
Indian Press, Indian Newspaper Society 
(INS), gave a clear explanation that there 
is no problem to circulate the PDF Files 
which are free but there can be concern 
over copying a PDF from a paid e-paper. 
Two aspect of copyright which becomes 
very important in this scenario is that of 
first sale doctrine and implied license.

Implied license and the First sale doctrine. 

There are instances where various practices 
on the internet are challenged, creating 
a conflicting interest between the user 
and creator. This conflict can generally 
be resolved through the mechanism of 
the implied license doctrine, permitting 
reasonable practices. This area of copyright 
has been consistently being put under 
challenge in the wake of the technological 
development. This development 
undoubtedly has increased the ambit of 
copying and transmitting the digital copies. 
Due to the nature of such infringement, it 
becomes impossible to have a just solution 
for such interest. Implied license doctrine, 
tries to give a just solution by allowing a 
reasonable exploitation of the work by one 
party providing an implicit consent for 
such use. Some arguments were also raised 
regarding the first sale doctrine application 
in the present context. First sale doctrine, 
more precisely, the exhaustion of right 
doctrine works after the lawful copies of 
the work have been distributed by sale 
or other transfer. But the stark difference 
arises out of the limitation in first sale 
doctrine which is generally limited only to 
dispose the original copies, not allowing 
any other manipulation. Implied license, 
on the other hand, gives the right to use 
the copies of the work in a manner feasible, 
the consent being implied [iii]. Can this 
implied license be taken as an exception 
for distribution the PDF files? The answer 
seems to be in both the sides. The aspect 
totally makes us agree on the point that 
the implied license is broader and much 
flexible, giving wider range of action over 
the copy. This wider range of action is 
subject to standard of reasonability. Will 
this standard of reasonability depends upon 
the contractual commitments between 

the parties? If yes, then one can conclude 
that implied license will only work when 
there is a contractual relation between the 
parties, which is not. Even if there is no 
contractual commitment between the two 
parties, implied license still persist. But 
this implied license will only work till the 
time there is no contractual commitment 
which clearly specifies the opposite. 
Therefore, if there is any contract which 
strictly specifies regarding not to transmit 
the digital copies further, the person ceases 
to have an implied license for forwarding 
the e-copy. Even if the implied license does 
provide an implicit consent to use the copy 
in a reasonable manner, it becomes limited 
as soon as there will be a contractual 
commitment clearly specifying not to 
forward [iv]. 

Copyright act and Information 
Technology act

Every newspaper has its own copyright over 
the content as it is their own expression, 
the idea remains the same. Giving the 
argument of free speech and the public 
dissemination of news, which is by default 
the primary aim of the newspaper, cannot 
take over the copyright issues under this 
condition. The relatable confusion does 
arise over the interplay of Copyright act 
1957 and Information Technology act 2000. 
Many platforms talked about the liability of 
the Whatsapp group administrator in case 
there is forwarding of content. There can 
be no dispute over such an aspect which is 
already been settled by the court. In Ashish 
Bhalla vs. Suresh Chawdhary[v], the Delhi 
High Court ruled that the Whatsapp 
group administrator is not responsible 
for the content posted on the group by 
others. It was a welcome move by the 
Delhi HC, stating that no one can be held 
liable for something to which he or she 
has no control. This is similar to making a 
manufacturer of the newsprint, on which 
defamatory statement are published, liable 
for defamation, even if he or she has no 

hand in making that defamatory statement. 
Hence, making group contender liable for 
this will not be a good idea, as contended 
by Dainik Bhaskar.

The arguments regarding the Information 
Technology (IT) act also does not hold 
good. The Section 79 of the act talks 
about the exemption from liability of 
intermediary in certain cases, for any third 
party information, data or communication. 
The intermediary in the present case 
is the social media platform on which 
the content is forwarded. If we read 
section 43, it talks about the penalty for 
damages which occur by accessing or even 
downloading data from computer. On the 
other side, if we read section 66B, it also 
talks about the punishment for dishonestly 
receiving computer resources. But both 
the act supplements itself with the word, 
like ‘without permission’ or ‘dishonestly’. 
In neither case, the liability of IT act will 
apply to any of the member of group, since 
even if the person downloads either freely 
or by accepting the terms, both instances 
can’t be termed as ‘dishonest practice’. But 
if we read proviso to section 81 of the act, 
it clearly specifies that this act will not 
restrict any person from exercising any 
right under the copyright act or patents 
act, which ultimately gives an ample scope 
to newspaper authorities to defend their 
arguments, leaving less scope for the IT act 
to interplay.

Talking about the copyright act, some 
section can be very important for this 
discussion. Reading section 52(1) (a) (ii) 
& (iii) provides us with the exemption 
from infringing copyright if there is a fair 
deal of work for the purpose of criticism 
and review or for reporting current events 
or current affairs. This way copyright 
does provide an exemption from the 
infringement process. The same section 
also provides other instances in favour 
of newspaper authority. Section 52(1)(c) 
says that transient and incidental storage 

or work for the purpose of providing 
electronic links, access or integration, 
where such links, access or integration 
‘has not been expressly prohibited by 
the right holder’, will be exempted from 
copyright infringement. This section 
expressly mentions that the storage of a 
work, for providing electronic link, access 
or integration will be exempted from the 
infringement unless there has been an 
express prohibition by the right holder. 
Hence, this become crystal clear that if 
the e-papers come up with a disclaimer, 
agreeing to which it will be downloaded; 
section 52(1) (c) ceases to apply. The 
user will not get benefit of section 52(1) 
(c). Nevertheless, the user can get benefit 
of section 52(1)(a)(ii) &(iii), if it can be 
proved that this forwarding is for the very 
purpose of criticism or review, which 
seems impossible in all instances. 

Conclusion

Some of the newspaper like The Statesman 
or The Hindu’s e-paper comes up with 
its terms of not sharing this paper with 
anyone. Well they also specified that 
this condition will not apply for purpose 
of initiating discussion and expressing 
opinion, thereby giving scope of Section 
52(1) (a) (iii) of the copyright act. As soon 
as the user downloads the e-paper of any 
newspaper which already has a term of 
use, the implied license ceases to apply. The 
user can do anything except circulating it. 
But on the other side, if it becomes freely 
downloadable copy, without any term 
of use, the implied license will act to the 
extent of even circulating it. This issue can 
be hotly debated as to what constitutes 
the ‘extent’ of implied license. However, 
in the present condition, this ‘extension’ is 
purely dependent upon the terms attached 
with the paper. It will be a mistake if we 
consider it as an implicit consent of the 
copyright holder.
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Domestic Violence: A Shadow Pandemic
INTRODUCTION

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive 
Director of UN Women has termed the 
gender-based violence running parallel to 
the COVID-19 crisis as a shadow pandemic 
. The deep rooted clutches of COVID-19 
is causing far grave consequences than 
estimated which engulfs not only the 
medicinal aspect, but also on the domestic 
front. Domestic violence inflicted upon 
women within their households unfolds 
many repercussions in its victims such as 
long term mental trauma, serious physical 
injuries in a time when medical facilities 
are focused in battling the virus, increased 
unplanned pregnancies due to no access 
to birth control interceptive, fear amongst 
children who had to witness such sight, 
etc. amongst many. National Commission 
of Women in its report has stated that there 
has been a 100% rise in domestic violence 
amid COVID-19. Not only have problems 
such as unpreparedness and poor health 
infrastructure of our country come to the 
fore, the age old vices including that of 
domestic violence, have resurfaced.

THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005 :-

An Act that aims to address the evil of 
domestic violence against women and 
provides different mechanisms/authorities 
for the purpose of reporting the incidents 
such as Service Providers, Magistrates, 
Protection Officers. One of the most 
notable contributions made by the Act is 
the wide array of violence as defined under 
Section 3: Definition of Domestic Violence 
which includes physical, sexual, emotional 
or verbal, and economic violence. This 
beneficial legislation aims at ensuring 
protection of women and placing the 
victims out of the vulnerable position. 
Nevertheless, it has not been much of use 
during the current dire times. Along the 
gates of the Courts, the cries of women 
have been closed shut. Only matters 
that demand urgency and are of great 
essence are being taken up by the Courts 
virtually with little or sometimes no access 
of e-proceedings to the litigants. Alas, 
domestic violence matters do not see the 
light of the day because apparently they are 
not urgent enough to be redressed during 
uncertain times like these. The DV Act has 
undeniably contributed much to address 
the plight of women leading strenuous 
lives, dependent upon the mercy of their 
abusers and has been given wide and 

beneficial interpretations such as in the 
case of Hiral P. Harsora & Ors. v. Kusum 
Narottamdas Harsora & Ors. (2016) 10 
SCC 165, wherein the SC quashed the term 
“adult male person” U/S 2(q) of the Act, 
thereby extending the remedies available 
to the aggrieved person not necessarily 
available against a male person, but also 
against the female relatives and underage 
family members. Notwithstanding the 
utility of this Act, the present contagion 
has brought to notice its ineffectiveness in 
the times of a pandemic. With the Courts 
functioning close to half of its capacity and 

the law enforcement agencies such as the 
police forces charged with the compliance 
of national lockdown, it makes one wonder 
how low the State and its machineries place 
the problem of violence against women in 
its priority list. Recognising the gravity of 
this shadow pandemic, an NGO named All 
India Council of Human Rights, Liberties 
& Social Justice recently moved the Delhi 
High Court to provide a mechanism for 
advancing a helping hand to the victims 
of domestic violence and child abuse. 
The petitioner has termed the uprise in 
abuse against women and children as 
“intimate terrorism”. A two Judge Bench 
while addressing the matter directed the 
Centre and the Delhi Government to hold 
a top level meeting to arrive at measures 
for placing a curb on the ill practices of 
domestic violence and for the same to be 
implement strictly forthwith. Similarly, 
Karnataka High Court entertaining 
several PILs on the subject in issue 
posed questions to the State Government 
whether necessary actions were being 

taken in view of the provisions and 
remedies envisaged in the Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005. 
The Karnataka Government answered in 
affirmative and informed the Court about 
the implementation of ‘Santhwana’ Scheme 
which aims at providing medical, mental 
and legal help to the victims. According to 
their submission, there are presently 193 
Santhwana Centres fully operating 24x7 at 
district and taluk levels.

A WAY FORWARD :-

Firstly, Protection Officers should 

be granted movement passes during 
lockdown to perform checks and carry 
out rescue drive at homes from where 
complaints have been received. 

Secondly, all-women Shelter Homes be 
established for placing victims of domestic 
violence adept with proper hygienic 
conditions and counselling facilities for 
the inhabitants.

Thirdly, arrangement of transportation 
meant exclusively for rescue operations 
and placement of victims at Shelter Homes 
or One Stop Centres.

Fourthly, functioning of 24x7 helplines 
that direct the aggrieved caller to 
appropriate help such as legal aid cells, 
professional counsellor. Further, such 
services be started up on other modes of 
communication including WhatsApp.

Fifthly, each State Commission for 
Women must carry out awareness drives 

in localities wherein the available helplines 
are publicised. 

Sixthly, relaxation of restrictions in the 
operations of Courts from only taking up 
matters of extreme urgency to slightly less 
urgency, nevertheless of crucial nature 
including those of domestic violence.

Seventhly, granting of Residence Order 
to the aggrieved woman as recognized in 
DV Act, and removal of the abuser from 
the house premises to appropriate shelter 
home in lieu of the victim, paying heed to 
the unhygienic, unsafe and congested state 
of shelter homes.

Eighthly, respectable members of the 
society pursuing noble professions such as 
the lawyers, psychiatrists, psychotherapists, 
professional counsellors, mediators be 
encouraged to lend their services to 
those in need via video-conferencing, 
telephoning, WhatsApp, etc.

Ninthly, designate certain informal spaces 
for reporting of such instances by women 
such as grocery shops, departmental 
stores, dairy shops. 

Tenthly, permitting women to move 
outdoors during lockdown to report 
incidents of domestic violence to the 
concerned authorities and sensitisation 
of police personnel towards this issue for 
smooth coordination.

CONCLUSION:-

The proportional rise in domestic violence 
cases along with those of Corona virus 
serves as a mirror to the society. The 
problem starts at home in exposing kids 
to differential behavior based upon their 
gender. This idea of suppressing women 
even in the subtlest forms make home in 
young boys that lead to abusive domestic 
cycle being repeated in future. Even 
after nth number of years of evolution, 
however educated or affluent a man is, in 
times of meagre restrictions, we find that 
his bottled up frustration is let out on a 
woman. Pandemic or no pandemic, every 
woman is accustomed to fight one since 
birth. Nonetheless, there exists a ray of 
hope that the State will play a proactive 
role in bringing long due justice and 
establish a society standing on the pillars 
of equality and liberty and that it does not 
take us another pandemic to extract the 
deep instilled patriarchal roots.

E-Courts: Can They Be The New Normal?
The COVID-19 pandemic has thrust 

E-courts upon us, without giving 
anyone a chance to consider the 

advantages or disadvantages of E-courts. 
The term ‘E-courts’ in this article includes 
electronic filing of pleadings/documents, 
courts convening by video conferencing, 
advocates advancing arguments remotely 
and judges delivering judgments by video 
conferencing.

The thinking today seems to be that 
‘E-courts’ enhance the justice delivery 
system. But do E-courts really enhance the 
justice delivery system?

The Justice Delivery System consists of 
different layers, from the outside to the 
inside, namely, (a) access, (b) engagement, 
(c) hearing, (d) analysis and (e) judgment. 
Let us consider how E-courts affect each of 
these layers, one at a time.

Access

E- filing of pleadings etc. vastly improves 
access to the Justice Delivery System 
because it makes it easy for the advocates/
litigants to file pleadings, documents 
in courts from anywhere any time. 
Electronic filing also obviates the need of 
advocates/litigants physically travelling 
to the courts and instructing advocates 
at the place where the courts are situated. 
Digital documents reduce the costs of 
printing/photocopying and digitisation is 
environment friendly. Thus, digitisation 
through methods such as electronic filing, 

etc. vastly enhances ‘access’ (the outer 
layer) to the justice delivery system. 

However, at the present time, there are 
practical, infrastructure related issues that 
plague E-courts, which seriously hamper 
access to justice. These range from the 
complicated maze of software systems used 
today for virtual courts, low and fluctaing 

bandwidth of internet connections used by 
the advocates, the compatibility of devices 
used for accessing the services etc which 
make it extremely difficult for parties to 
engage in a meaningful manner.

To elaborate, the Supreme Court uses 
‘Vidyo’ software for VC ( virtual courts). The 

Delhi High Court uses ‘Cisco Webex’, the 
Bombay High Court initially used ‘Vidyo’, 
then ‘Zoom’and now using ‘Cisco Webex’ 
software (some judges of the Bombay High 
Court use ‘Microsoft Teams’ for VC). In 
the Bombay High Court, sometimes the 
Advocates are asked to change from one 
software to another during the course of 
the day. There is no method to check the 

security of the various softwares that are 
being used. Another aspect is that Vidyo 
software does not run on certain operating 
systems (like ‘Mac OS Catalina’). As on 
date, there is no integrated platform to 
conduct hearings in different courts, and 
this hampers greatly the functioning of the 
Justice Delivery System.

Engagement

The way the litigants engage with advocates 
and the courts (but not the judges) is 
another area which needs attention. 
Digitisation improves the engagement 
between litigants and advocates. Litigants 
are able to hold virtual conferences with 
their Advocates for drafting pleadings, 
preparing evidence, etc. and this reduces 
costs and increases efficiency. Also, the 
quality of pleadings is also improved as 
advocates are able to access precedents 
available on e-libraries.

However, if one considers ‘recording 
evidence’ (which can be recorded by video 
conferencing) as part of engagement, then 
problems start to crop up. Firstly, when 
a witness deposes remotely, there is no 
way of knowing whether the witness is 
prompted, deposing without pressure, 
coercion or undue influence. It is also very 
difficult to exhibit documents, confront 
witnesses with documents, etc. during 
video conferencing. Also, it may be very 
difficult for courts/commissioners to 
record the demeanour of the witness. 
Justice Ravindra Bhat in a recent webinar ( 
organised by LiveLaw) has mentioned that 
the recording of evidence should not be 
left to Video Conferencing. 

Hearing

The main stakeholders in the Justice 
Delivery System are (a) Judges, (b) 
Advocates (c) Litigants and (d) the Public. 
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The ‘public’, however, as a stakeholder in 
the justice system, is a concept that needs 
greater elaboration. Legal systems in 
democracies have evolved to include ‘the 
public’ as an important check and balance. 
The role that they play is one of a critical 
observer. The exclusion of public from the 
administration of justice such as hearing, 
passing of open court orders, observations 
of the judges would generate lack the 
confidence and may give rise questions 
about the objectivity, impartiality and 
fairness. 

Subjecting to ‘public scrutiny’is an essential 
concomitant of judicial functions. The large 
number of PILs entertained and ‘suomotu’ 
proceedings initiated by the courts would 
show that there are several cases wherein 
the public is interested. They closely follow 
the hearings/orders passed in those matters, 
because the judgments in such cases affect 
them directly. Often, the decisions in these 
matters, shape government policies.

Section 153B of Code of Civil Procedure 
mandates that the place of trial shall be 
deemed to be an ‘open court’ to which the 
public has access. It is the prerogative of 
the presiding judge to decide that a trial of 
any particular case may not be accessible 
to the public generally, such cases must be 
an exception.Similarly, Section 327 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure provides that 
criminal courts generally, are deemed to 
be open courts to which the public have 
access. Only trials of offences relating to 

rape, etc.are required to be conducted in 
camera. Here too, proceedings are arean 
exception.

Further, in the case of Naresh Shridhar 
Mirajkar v. State of Maharashtra, (1966) 3 
SCR 744, a nine judge bench of the Supreme 
Court has laid down that all cases brought 
before the courts, whether civil, criminal, or 
others, must be heard in open court. As far 
back as 1966,the Supreme Court has upheld 
the concept of open courts as being vital to 
the process of justice. In fact, the Supreme 
Court states that the advantages of open 
courts are so significant that ‘there can be 
no two opinions’ on the matter. Though the 
digital courts were never envisaged then, 
the principle is still binding. 

Recently, in the case of Swapnil Tripathi 
v. Supreme Court of india, reported in 
(2018) 10 SCC 639, ( ‘the live streaming 
of court proceedings case’), a three-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court has said that 
the principle of open justice encompasses 
several aspects that are central to the fair 
administration of justice and the rule of 
law. Article 145(4) of the Constitution 
mandates that no judgment shall be 
delivered by the Supreme Court, save in 
open court. 

In Virtual Courts, the links are made 
available only to the Advocates appearing 
in that particular matter. In addition, 
some courts restrict the number of links 
that are forwarded to the advocates and 

litigants. The public has no access to the 
hearings. This also affects the several public 
interest litigations. Many court circulars 
say, recording of the hearing is strictly 
prohibited. 

Analysis

Judges analyse pleadings to arrive at a just 
judgment. Advocates play a major role in 
helping Judges to analyse thelaw and facts 
based on precedents. There are many short 
comings in this process. While during the 
course of arguments many a times the 
arguing counsel face difficulties to refer 
to pleadings and documents without the 
assistance of a colleague, and this is not 
possible in the current scenario of Covid. 

Finally, there is much to evolve to create 
a ‘feeling’ of being part of a hearing when 
one participates in hearings conducted 
by video conferencing.The Advocates 
cannot ‘feel’ the reaction of the Judges to 
a particular point advanced by them or to 
a particular point of law being advanced 
by them.Video conferencing makes 
the hearing very ‘transactional’, when 
it should be a dialogue seeking the best 
possible outcome. This is applicable to the 
judges too. A critical aspect of justice is 
meaningful and thoughtful dialogue and 
analysis between lawyers and judges, while 
marshalling the best possible arguments 
and evidence. This requires ‘full bandwidth 
communication’ (and not communication 
limited to the bandwidth of the telecom 

provider) – something which is possible 
only in the physical presence of judges.

Judgments

Judgments are products of co-creation 
between Advocates and Judges. the 
judgments reflect the thought process of 
Judges and the arguments of the Advocates. 
Also, judgments evolve out of ‘reflective 
thinking’ between Advocates and Judges. 

‘Reflective thinking’ by Judges is adversely 
affected in hearings conducted by video 
conferencing because the hearing itself 
is ‘transactional’. This in turn, is likely to 
adversely impact the quality of judgments. 

Therefore, E-Courts cannot be the new 
normal for ever. As the country opens up 
under a ‘new normal’ that consists of social 
distancing and protective attire amongst 
other measures, so too must courts resume 
open court hearings under this ‘new 
normal’. 

While some aspects of digitisation, carried 
out in a well thought out and uniform 
manner, such as e-filing, having hearings of 
procedural matters by video conferencing 
may benefit the justice delivery system in 
the long term, e-courts cannot substitute 
‘normal’ courts without much preparation, 
because they may provide increased access 
to justice, but may in the final analysis, 
impact the quality of justice in our system.

A tough road ahead: Balancing the environment 
and the economy amid the COVID-19 crisis

In the brutal race of economic growth, 
the unprecedented and existential 
threat of COVID-19 has led to various 

profound changes across the globe. The 
pandemic has brought a widespread loss 
of jobs and livelihoods of millions by 
stalling economic activities.

The pandemic has outlined the 
pernicious consequences of ignoring 
expert warnings, of political delay, the 
combination of population growth and 
reduction in ecosystems and biodiversity, 
habitat destruction by humans, toxic 
pollution, and sacrificing human health 
and natural landscapes for the economy.

Recently, the Chief of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) Inger 
Anderson stated that “nature is sending 
us a message that if we neglect the planet, 
we put our own well-being at risk”. In 
2016, the UNEP pointed out that 75 per 
cent of all emerging infectious diseases 
in humans are zoonotic and that these 
zoonotic diseases are closely interlinked 
with the health of ecosystems.

Environmental vicissitudes formed by 
the Coronavirus seen in India and across 
the world exhibited signs that nature is 
healing itself of the uninterrupted threats 
to its system by mankind. 

For instance, the decrease in the discharge 
of industrial effluents and minimised 
human activities like solid waste disposal, 
consumption of water for only residential 
purposes, improve in AQI (Air Quality 
Index), etc. due to the lockdown has had 
a positive impact on the ecology.

It is pertinent to raise the question 
as to what will happen when this 
lockdown is over. How well can we adopt 
sustainable development by balancing 
the environment, economy and social 
aspects? Harmonizing one or the other 
has been a tough challenge, as the damage 
to the environment increases with rising 
population, inadequate sewage facilities 
leading to polluted water, unregulated 
growth etc.

The World Economic Forum in 
March 2020 published a report which 
highlighted that six out of the ten most 
polluted cities of the world are in India. 
Currently, India is ranked as the fifth 
most polluted country in the world.

India is a signatory to numerous 
international environmental instruments 
and has an impressive number of 
environmental legislations including the 

Environmental Protection Act, 1986, 
Forest Conservation Act, 1980, Water 
Prevention and Control of Pollution 
Act, 1974, Biological Diversity Act, 2002, 
Public Liability Insurance Act 1889 and 
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 etc. 

Moreover, India has a sizeable network of 
government offices, both at the national 
and state levels, that are established to 
implement these regulations.

However, these regulations have been 
criticised for focusing on the protection 

of humans rather than the protection of 
the environment. The Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India, in a report 
titled ‘Performance Audit of Water 
Pollution in India’, had pointed out that 
the penalty for contravention of the Water 
Prevention and Control of Pollution Act, 
1974 is too low. It was further highlighted 
that “costs of defiance, non-adherence 
and violations are lower than the costs of 
compliance”.

These regulations impose costs on 
businesses and households by requiring 
them to dispose of pollution in a 
responsible way. The Supreme Court of 
India applied the ‘public trust doctrine’ in 
the case of MC Mehta v. Kamal Nath and 
held that the State must act as a trustee 
and is under a legal duty to protect 
natural resources. 

Therefore, it is inevitable to ask questions 
about how much of the India’s resources, 
wealth, energy and intellect are to be 
spent on this task of regulation and 

control. These resources meant for 
public use cannot be converted into 
private ownership. The public at large is 
the beneficiary of the natural resources. 
According to Article 48-A of the Indian 
Constitution, the State as a trustee 
has a duty to protect and improve the 
environment and safeguard the forests 
and wildlife of the country. There is a 
corresponding duty of the citizens under 
Article 51A(g).

The problem lies in India’s orientation 
towards environmental regulation. 

There has been no change in approach, 
ineffective infrastructure, policy hurdles 
causing time consumption, etc. The gaps 
in these ineffective rules, compliance and 
monitoring systems create vulnerability 
to the everyday effects of pollution, loss 
of access to resources, restrictions on 
mobility and fear of loss of property and 
livelihood.

A massive amount of over Rs. 4,800 crore 
has been spent on the rejuvenation of 
the river Ganga and its tributaries since 
1986 till June 30, 2017, by Ganga Action 
Plan,1984. Later, the Indian government 
in 2014 launched the Namami Gange 
programme. According to the revised 
estimates 2018-19 in the interim Union 
Budget for 2019-20, Namami Gange was 
allotted Rs. 2,300 crore. Out of this, only 
Rs. 700 crore hs been utilised. As many 
as 261 projects were announced, but 
only 76 have been concluded. The total 
expenditure till date is Rs. 5,979, crore, 
which is barely 23 per cent of the Rs. 
25,000-crore allocation.

The lack of institutional action along 
with time-consuming remedies results 
in increasing reliance on routes such 
as courts or street protests for seeking 
remedies. 

For instance, despite mass agitation and 
numerous environmental law violations, 
resorts were built on two backwater 
islands namely Vettila Thuruthu and 
Nediyathuruthu, located in Vembanad 
Lake, Kerala. It was done due to the 
silence and inaction of the authorities in 
position.

Taking note of this, the Supreme Court 
Bench of Justices RF Nariman, Aniruddha 
Bose and V Ramasubramanian came to 
the rescue and in the case of Kapico Kerala 
Resorts Pvt. Ltd v. State Of Kerala & Ors. 
It upheld the order of Kerala High Court 
and ordered the demolition of the seven-
star resort. This is a recent example which 
shows that judicial decisions are still 
creating and monitoring environmental 
regulations.

The present model of economic growth is 
unsustainable because the costs incurred 
to fulfil capacities are not added earlier, 
and they outweigh the perceived savings at 
the time of installing them. For example, 
cities are lacking in sufficient treatment 
capacity, but the sewage treatment plants 
that exist are not maintained properly 
and therefore operating under-capacity. 
According to the United Nations, over 
80% of the world’s wastewater and over 
95% in some least developed countries 
is released into the environment without 
treatment.

The present status of nature requires us 
to adopt a more realistic path to cut off 
endless resource consumption by both 
government and citizens and rethink 
about the implementation of the laws, 
improving compliance, and better 
outcomes of regulations. With a global 
population nearing 10 billion, the UNEP 
chief is categorical that 2020 is “a year 
when we will have to fundamentally re-
shape our relationship with nature.”

These trying times requires that a balance 
of two important aspects - economy 
and environment - be maintained. 
It will not be easy, but it is always 
better to equip ourselves with a sound 
environmental management system and 
a clear commitment to facilitating the 
transition to carbon-neutral economies. 
The resilience and sustainability of the 
environment depend upon the present 
actions we take.
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Redrafting commercial leases post COVID-19: 
Inspiration from New Zealand

COVID-19 has been a major setback to 
small and medium scale businesses around 
the world, especially in India. The epidemic 
has also laid bare the inadequacies of the 
law to deal with emergencies of this nature. 

While epidemics are undoubtedly tragic 
events that cause unimaginable loss of 
life and livelihood, they also present an 
opportunity to take a step back and review 
what was once inconceivable.

The impact of COVID-19 has been most 
noticeably felt by the commercial real estate 
sector, particularly commercial leasing 
operations. This author has in a previous 
article discussed the applicability of the 
doctrine of frustration in context of lease 
agreements and opined that the present 
pandemic does not satisfy the onerous 
conditions under Section 108(B)(e) of the 
Transfer of Property Act, 1882 (TPA), to 
permit a discharge of commercial rental 
obligations of the tenant by relying on the 
doctrine of frustration/force majeure.

Subsequent thereto, the Delhi High Court 
in Ramanand & Ors v. Dr. Girish Soni, 
rejected an application seeking suspension 
of rent for the duration of the lockdown 
period owing to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
a force majeure event. The Court held 
that Section 56 of the Indian Contract 
Act, 1872 has no applicability to lease 
agreements and could not come to the 
aid of the tenant. The Court further held 
that in order for the tenant to be able to 
claim protection under Sec. 108(B)(e) of 
the TPA, there had to be a complete and 
permanent destruction of the property, 
due to the force majeure event. 

Resultantly, the Court held that the 
temporary non-use of premises due 
to the lockdown imposed in view of 
the COVID-19 outbreak could not be 
construed to render the lease void under 
Section 108(B)(e) of the TPA.

The aforementioned view of the Court 
reflects the author’s opinions about the 
long standing law on commercial tenancy. 
However, this judgment has exposed the 
inadequacy of the 19th century tenancy 
laws and standard tenancy contracts in 
safeguarding the legitimate interest of 
commercial tenants. 

This article addresses why traditional force 
majeure clauses are incapable to address 
the plight of the commercial tenant and 
why we need to look to the Kiwis for 
inspiration.

Commercial Tenancy and its unique 
problems

Real estate prices in India, post 
liberalization, have been amongst the 
highest in Asia, especially in metropolitan 
cities like Delhi and Mumbai. Rentals, 
ironically called fixed costs, are amongst 
the highest costs incurred by a business 
to remain operational. The one and a half 
century old tenancy laws do not reflect the 
economic realities of the real estate in such 
metropolitan cities.

Businesses today associate a large amount 
of goodwill and brand value from the 
physical location of their business. Today, 
with soaring real estate prices, commercial 
tenancies have become the norm and 
outright ownership an exception. Often, 
large amounts are invested by these 
businesses into commercially leased 
properties to establish their brand and 
goodwill. In such a situation, businesses 
stand to lose out on a great deal of tangible 
and intangible value if they are suddenly 
ousted from a property which has become 
a part of its brand identity.

For businesses, there is often more 
economic value in continuing with an 
expensive and loss making lease than 
the potential economic loss due to the 
disruption in business and loss of brand 
identity. However, the economics of such 
tenancies comes under even greater strain 
when an unexpected force majeure event 

occurs.

What are the traditional options?

Traditionally, only two options are 
available for tenants in a force majeure 
situation, either to claim a frustration 
of the lease in terms of Sec. 108(B)(e) of 
the TPA or to claim a waiver of payment 
obligations under the rarely included force 
majeure clause of the lease agreement.

Frustration, under Sec. 108(B)(e) of the 
TPA as discussed previously, is available 
to tenants only in the rarest of situations, 
when the property in question has been 
completely and permanently destroyed. 
Even when Sec. 108(B)(e) is invoked 
successfully, the lease terminates and 
the property must be handed back to the 
lessor.

On the other hand, the traditional force 
majeure clause, rarely found in Indian 
lease agreements, is relatively easier to 
invoke. However, it too would not grant 
the tenant the right to continue possession. 
Moreover, even when lease agreements are 
found to contain force majeure clauses, 
they often specifically exclude payment 
obligations from their ambit.

Even the International Chamber of 
Commerce’s Force Majeure and Hardship 
Clause, updated in view of the COVID-19 
outbreak in March 2020, under Clause 
5, provides the other party the right 
to “suspend the performance of its 
obligations, if applicable, from the date of 
the notice.”

While a tenant seeking to avoid the entire 
lease can rely upon the force majeure 
clause, this clause may not come to the 
assistance of a tenant who merely seeks 
abatement of full or part rent.

Thus, it is clear that neither of the two 
alternatives is an efficacious remedy for 
a tenant today and both sound a possible 
death knell for a business that is tied to its 
leased property.

The Kiwi Twist - No access in Emergency 
Clause

Inspiration then can be taken from our 
common law cousins in the southern 
hemisphere, the Kiwis. Following the 
earthquake in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
the Auckland District Law Society (ADLS) 
published its 6th Edn. of a model lease 
deed. This newly updated model lease deed 
came in specific response to the tenants 
having no recourse to seek abatement of 
rent, despite having no physical access 
to the undamaged buildings for safety 
reasons.

This 2012 edition incorporated, inter 
alia, a ‘No access in emergency clause’ 
(NAE Clause), which provides that in an 
emergency, if a tenant is unable to gain 
access to the premises to fully conduct 
its business because of reasons of safety 
or in situations of emergency, then a fair 
proportion of the rent would cease to be 
payable for the period the tenant remains 
without access.

The NAE Clause further provided either 
party the right to terminate the lease 
after giving 10 days’ notice, if the tenant 
was unable to gain access to the property 
beyond a period specified under the 
contract, or if there was reasonable 
certainty that the tenant would not be 
able to gain access to the property for the 
specified period in the future.

The ADLS lease also defined emergency 
vide Clause 45.1 (d) to include a situation 
resulting from any event - including plague 
and epidemic - that may cause a loss of life, 
serious injury or serious endangerment 
to public safety and the said event had 
not been caused by either party. Thus, the 
ADLS lease specifically includes plague and 
epidemic within the ambit of emergency, 
while leaving open the possibility of other 
‘situations’ not expressly contemplated.

While terms such as ‘fully conduct 
business’ and ‘fair proportion of rent’ still 
remain vague and subject to interpretation, 
parties are always free to modify the clause 
to incorporate more precision to the 
contract. Even otherwise, if such clauses 
are adopted without explicit definitions, 
courts are provided a better context to 
adjudicate the claims of the parties in the 
event of a dispute.

Although there are no reported judgments 
on the NAE clause as yet, the New Zealand 
High Court in Zheng Li Trustee Ltd v. 
Henderson, has adjudicated an issue 
relating to the ‘partial destruction clause’. 
The Court, while adjudicating on what 
constituted a fair proportion of rent, ruled 
that in case the property was partially 
damaged in an earthquake, the business 
of the tenant was substantially affected 
due to the scaffolding placed outside the 
entrance. Thus a fair proportion in the 
facts of the case would amount to the entire 
rent for the period of repair. Presently, the 
COVID-19 outbreak has seen a number 
of tenants in NZ relying upon the NED 
clause in a number of instances.

Why we must consider the NAE Clause?

The COVID-19 lockdowns and the impact 
on businesses emphasise the need for a 
relook at how we draft our emergency 

clauses. As real estate inevitably becomes 
more expensive, commercial leases have 
to be drafted with much more precision 
to ensure that no future disputes arise 
due to socio-economic-political or 
environmental uncertainties. It is always 
in the best interest of the parties to ensure 
that all terms are ironed out in advance so 
as to avoid future litigation expenses and 
discords. While novel force majeure clauses 
may be tailored to fit lease agreements, 
NAE clauses provide an exhaustive and 
ready-made solution, subject to suitable 
modifications.

The NAE clause offers four primary 
advantages to both the lessors and lessees 
which should weigh with any contract 
drafter:

1. Firstly, under the NAE, the tenant is 
not forced to pay the full rent for the 
duration the premise remains inaccessible, 
the determination of rent payable, if at 
all, depends on the circumstances of the 
business and the facts of the case.

2. Secondly, the NAE Clause avoids the 
unpleasantness of having to negotiate with 
the lessor at a time when the tenant will be 
in an inordinately weaker position. Thus, 
such a clause pre-empts force majeure 
circumstances and secures an equal 
bargaining power for the tenant.

3. Thirdly, the NAE Clause provides 
certainty, convenience and security to the 
lessor. The lessor is no longer obliged to 
negotiate at every step of the force majeure 
event, nor is the lessor obliged to enter into 
additional agreements in order to secure 
the understanding of the parties, nor is the 
lessor forced to indefinitely wait for the 
emergency to abate to be able to rid herself 
of the tenant.

4. Fourthly, the concept of a fair rent 
makes it possible for both parties to have 
space to negotiate an understanding at 
the time of the occurrence of the event. 
However, parties may also explicitly define 
conditions relating to fair rent in advance, 
to bring about more clarity and avoid any 
subjectivity.

Thus, an incorporation of the NAE Clause 
in Indian lease agreements will provide 
much needed security to commercial 
tenants in times of emergencies and will 
help streamline the real estate sector, 
which would be a boon for both lessor and 
tenant, and the industry as a whole.
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Pakistan to remain on FATF grey list

Nepal passes amendment on new map

Pakistan is likely to remain on the grey 
list of the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) for failing to comply with 

the global terrorist financing watchdog’s 
deadline to prosecute and penalise terrorist 
financing in the country.

Source said the decision, taken at the third 
and final plenary meeting on Wednesday 
under the Chinese Presidency of Xiangmin 
Liu, will be announced soon.

At the FATF meeting chaired by China in 

Paris in February this year, Islamabad had 
been told that “all deadlines” had expired 
and if they didn’t prosecute and penalise 
terrorist financing by June 2020, the 
watchdog would take action with financial 
consequences.

At the Paris plenary, the FATF had 

expressed serious concerns over Pakistan’s 
failure to complete its 27-point action plan 
in line with the agreed timelines – which 
ended in September 2019.

Wednesday’s development came on 
a day when Pakistan expressed its 
disappointment over the US blocking a 
proposal to designate an Indian national in 
Afghanistan as a global terrorist.

“We are disappointed that Pakistan’s 
proposal to designate Venumadhav 

Dongara as a terrorist has been objected 
to,” Pakistan’s Foreign ministry said on 
Wednesday.

But Pakistan expressed hope that the listing 
requests of other three Indian nationals 
would be given due consideration by the 
UNSC 1267 Sanctions Committee in an 

objective and transparent manner. Sources 
said they would mount a diplomatic 
campaign, with China’s help, to convince 
members of the UNSC.

In Islamabad, the foreign ministry said 
Pakistan had proposed the designation 
of four Indian nationals in 2019 under 
the United Nations 1267 Sanctions List 
— namely Venumadhav Dongara, Ajoy 
Mistry, Gobinda Patnaik, and Angara 
Appaji. It alleged that these individuals 

were financing, sponsoring and organising 
terrorism inside Pakistan by providing 
financial, technical and material support 
to terrorist groups including TTP, Jamaat-
ul-Ahrar and others.

As a result of travel restrictions caused by 
Covid-19, the FATF is meeting virtually. 
Germany takes over presidency of the 
FATF in July for a year.

The Lower House of Nepal’s Parliament 
on Saturday unanimously passed 
the historic Second Constitution 

Amendment Bill guaranteeing legal status 
for the updated political map of Nepal which 
includes India’s territories in Uttarakhand’s 
Pithoragarh district.

The voting in the Pratinidhi Sabha (House 
of Representatives) came after day-long 
discussions, which included praise from co-
chair of the Nepal Communist Party Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal “Prachanda” for the Nepalese 
democracy, which, he said, is reversing 
centuries of diplomatic humiliation.

Not tenable: India

Responding to the development, the Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said it 
had “noted” the legislative process.

“The artificial enlargement of claims is not 
based on historical fact or evidence and is 
not tenable. It is also violative of our current 
understanding to hold talks on outstanding 
boundary issues,” said MEA spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava. 

The territorial dispute stems from the fact 
that Nepal claims the land to the east of river 
Kali, which forms the country’s western 
border. As per Kathmandu’s understanding, 
the river originates from Limpiyadhura 
in the higher Himalayas, giving it access 
to a triangular-shaped land defined by 
Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh and Kalapani. India 
opposes the notion and says the origin of the 
river is much further down, which reduces 
Nepal’s territorial demand.

Saturday’s amendment was approved 
through a voice vote, following which all 
the members of the Pratinidhi Sabha gave 
individual signatures to the Bill which 
completed the voting process.

The voting showed that members from all 
the political parties of the Pratinidhi Sabha 

voted in favour of the motion moved by the 
government of Prime Minister K.P. Sharma 
Oli.

Apart from the ruling Nepal Communist 

Party, the amendment received support of 
the Nepali Congress and the newly formed 
Janata Samajvadi Party-Nepal.

Also read | Why are India and Nepal fighting 
over Kalapani?

The total votes cast in favour were 258 and no 
one voted against the bill though 11 members 
remained absent or abstained. It is not clear 
yet why they did not vote. Four members 
including Bijaya Kumar Gachchhadar, 
the leading figure of indigenous Tharu 
community, have been suspended and could 
not participate in the proceedings.

“I hearby declare the Second Constitution 
Amendment passed with two-thirds 
majority,” Speaker of the Pratinidhi Sabha 
Agni Sapkota announced amidst celebrations.

Immediately after the passing of the bill, 
Nepal’s senior officials began sending out 
social media messages which indicated the 
diplomatic angle of the territorial dispute.

“The House of Representatives (Pratinidhi 
Sabha) unanimously adopted the 
Constitution Amendment Bill, paving 
the way for accommodating the updated 
political-administrative map in the national 
emblem,” said Foreign Minister Pradeep 
Gyawali, who also attached an image of 

the Coat of Arms showing the new map, 
including Indian territories.

The concluding session witnessed passionate 
speeches by the members of the parliament. 
The most important intervention of the day 
came from Prachanda, who described the 
day as a historic moment for Nepal.

“We are working to ensure territorial integrity 
national sovereignty and freedom of our 
people. The kings of Nepal lost our territory, 
but today we republicans are restoring it,” he 
said to applause from the other members. 
The unanimous voting was made possible by 
the cross party support ensured by Mr Oli’s 
government.

Nepal unveiled the new map on May 20 
after Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
inaugurated Darchula-Lipulekh link road on 
May 8. Nepal had earlier strongly protested 
when the updated Indian map published in 
November last year showed the region as 
part of Uttarakhand.

Nepal claims right to the region and says India 
was allowed to station troops there in the 
1950s and that Delhi has refused to remove 
forces from the region ever since. Nepal’s 
Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary 
Affairs Shiva Maya Tumbahangphe tabled the 
amendment bill on May 31 and the necessary 

month long discussion was fast tracked.

During the debates, Prime Minister Oli, 
Foreign Minister Gyawali, Nepali Congress 
leader Sher Bahadur Deuba and Madhesi 
leaders like Mahanta Thakur and Rajendra 
Mahato addressed the house. 

The diplomatic fallout of the territorial 
dispute, is likely to be serious, said former 
foreign minister and Nepalese commentator 
Ramesh Nath Pandey, who warned of 
difficult days ahead for Nepal-India relations 
as well as for South Asian region.

“Now, Indo-Nepal border negotiations will 
be all the more complicated as secretaries 
have no right to negotiate on the provisions 
of our Constitution,” said Mr. Pandey. He 
argued that the territorial dispute of Kalapani, 
Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh cannot be 
resolved at talks led by Foreign Secretaries or 
senior envoys as the disputed territories are 
now part of Nepal’s constitution and public 
imagination.

At an FATF meeting in February, Islamabad had 
been told that ‘all deadlines’ had expired and if 

they didn’t prosecute and penalise terrorist financ-
ing by June, the watchdog would take action.

Unanimous vote by Pratinidhi Sabha gives legal 
stamp to inclusion of Indian territory. 
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The Union Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved a six-month extension to the 

commission appointed to examine sub-
categorisation of Other Backward Classes.

Headed by retired Delhi High Court Chief 
Justice G. Rohini, the commission will 
now have till January 31, 2021 to submit its 
report, the government said in a statement. 
The commission had been appointed in 
October 2017 with the initial deadline of 
12 weeks. It has received several extensions 
since then.

Union Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Prakash Javadekar said the 
Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, had decided to give 
the extension. He said the work of the 
commission was ongoing but had been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The statement said the commission was 
looking into the issues of communities that 
were not getting the benefits of reservation. 
Mr. Javadekar said, for instance, certain 

castes were left out of the ambit because 
of a difference in spelling in a State. He 
said the commission would address such 
‘anomalies’.

“The commission has come to the view 
that it would require some more time to 
submit its report since the repetitions, 

ambiguities, inconsistencies and errors of 
spelling or transcription etc. appearing in 
the existing Central List of OBCs need to 
be cleared.

“Hence it had sought extension up to July 
31, 2020. However, due to the nationwide 
lockdown and restrictions on travel 
imposed on account of the pandemic, the 
commission was not able to perform the 
task assigned to it,” the statement read.

Earlier this week, NASA announced 
that a giant asteroid is expected to 
pass Earth (at a safe distance) on June 

6. The asteroid is estimated to be between 
250-570 meters in diameter, according to 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). A 
Near-Earth Object (NEO), the asteroid is 
called 163348 (2002 NN4) and is classified 
as a Potentially Hazardous Asteroid (PHA).

What are Near-Earth Objects (NEOs), why 
are they studied?

NEOs occasionally approach close to the 
Earth as they orbit the Sun, NASA’s Center 
for Near-Earth Object Study (CNEOS) 
determines the times and distances of 
these objects as and when their approach 
to the Earth is close.

NASA defines NEOs as comets and 
asteroids nudged by the gravitational 
attraction of nearby planets into orbits 
which allows them to enter the Earth’s 
neighbourhood. These objects are 
composed mostly of water ice with 
embedded dust particles.

The scientific interest in comets and 
asteroids is largely due to their status as 
relatively unchanged remnant debris from 
the solar system formation process over 4.6 
billion years ago. Therefore, these NEOs 
offer scientists clues about the chemical 
mixture from the planets formed.

Don’t miss from Explained | Why an oil 
spill in Russia’s Arctic region has become 
a cause for worry

Significantly, among all the causes that 

will eventually cause the extinction of 
life on Earth, an asteroid hit is widely 
acknowledged as one of the likeliest. 
Over the years, scientists have suggested 
different ways to ward off such a hit, such 

as blowing up the asteroid before it reaches 
Earth, or deflecting it off its Earth-bound 
course by hitting it with a spacecraft. 
NASA’s Near-Earth Object Observations 
Program finds, tracks and characterises 

over 90 per cent of the predicted number 
of NEOs that are 140 metre or larger in size 
(larger than a small football stadium).

NASA maintains that objects of this 
size and larger pose a risk to Earth of 
“the greatest concern” due to the level of 
devastation that the impact is capable of 
causing. Further, no asteroid larger than 
140 metre has a “significant” chance of 
hitting the Earth for the next 100 years, less 
than half of the estimated 25,000 NEOs 
that are 140 metres or larger in size have 
been found to date.

What is 163348 (2002 NN4)?

This asteroid is classified as a PHA, which 
means the asteroid has the potential to 

make threatening close approaches to the 
Earth. Asteroids with a minimum orbit 
intersection distance (MOID) of about 
0.05 (AU is the distance between the Earth 
and the Sun and is roughly 150 million 
km), which is about 7,480,000 km or less 
and an absolute magnitude (H) of 22 
(smaller than about 150 m or 500 feet in 
diameter) or less are considered PHAs.

Even so, it is not necessary that asteroids 
classified as PHAs will impact the Earth. 
“It only means there is a possibility for such 
a threat. By monitoring these PHAs and 
updating their orbits as new observations 
become available, we can better predict 
the close-approach statistics and thus their 
Earth-impact threat,” NASA says.

It needs more time as its work has been affected 
by the pandemic, says Javadekar 

A Near-Earth Object (NEO), the asteroid is called 
163348 (2002 NN4) and is classified as a Potential-

ly Hazardous Asteroid (PHA).

OBC sub-categorisation commission gets 
six-month extension

Explained: What is 163348 (2002 NN4), the 
Asteroid that made a close approach to Earth?

Explained: Non-permanent seats in the UNSC, 
and how they are filled

Early on Thursday (June 18), the official 
handle of the Permanent Mission of India 
to the United Nations in New York tweeted: 
“Member States elect India to the non-
permanent seat of the Security Council 
for the term 2021-22 with overwhelming 
support. India gets 184 out of the 192 valid 
votes polled.”

In a video message, T S Tirumurti, 
Permanent Representative of India to 
the United Nations, said he was “deeply 
humbled by the tremendous confidence 

which the member states of the United 
Nations have reposed in India”.

What are ‘non-permanent seats’ at the 
UNSC?

The UNSC is composed of 15 members: 
five permanent members — China, France, 
Russian Federation, the United States, 
and the United Kingdom — and 10 non-
permanent members who are elected by 
the General Assembly. The non-permanent 
members are elected for two-year terms — 

so every year, the General Assembly elects 
five non-permanent members out of the 
total 10.

These 10 seats are distributed among 
the regions of the world: five seats for 
African and Asian countries; one for 
Eastern European countries; two for Latin 
American and Caribbean countries; and 
two for Western European and Other 
Countries.

Of the five seats for Africa and Asia, three 

are for Africa and two for Asia. Also, there 
is an informal understanding between the 
two groups to reserve one seat for an Arab 
country. The Africa and Asia Pacific group 
takes turns every two years to put up an 
Arab candidate.

Elections for terms beginning in even-
numbered years select two African 
members, and one each within Eastern 
Europe, the Asia Pacific, and Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Terms beginning 
in odd-numbered years consist of two 
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Western European and Other members, 
and one each from Asia Pacific, Africa, and 
Latin America and the Caribbean.

The current non-permanent members 
of the Security Council are Belgium, 
Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia, 
and South Africa, all of whose terms end 
this year; and Estonia, Niger, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Tunisia, and Vietnam, 
whose terms end in 2021.

India begins its term in the beginning of 
2021, and will hold the position until the 
end of 2022.

What happened at the election that India 
won?

India was the only candidate for the vacancy 
from the Asia Pacific. Its candidature for 
the seat was endorsed unanimously by the 

Asia Pacific group, which comprises 55 
countries, including Pakistan and China, 
last year.

“A unanimous step. Asia-Pacific Group 
@UN unanimously endorses India’s 
candidature for a non-permanent seat 

of the Security Council for a 2-year term 
in 2021/22. Thanks to all 55 members 
for their support,” Syed Akbaruddin, 
Permanent Representative of India to the 
United Nations at the time, had tweeted on 
June 26, 2019.

That endorsement meant that India would 
be a “clean slate” candidate for the elections, 
with an assured victory.

Besides India, China, and Pakistan the 
55-country Asia Pacific group includes 
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Brunei, Cambodia, Cyprus, North Korea, 
South Korea, Fiji, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, 
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, 
Nepal, Oman, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Qatar, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, 

Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, 
Tonga, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, 
UAE, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Vietnam, and 
Yemen.

Has India been in the UNSC earlier?

India has earlier been a non-permanent 
member of the Security Council in 1950-
51, 1967-68, 1972-73, 1977-78, 1984-85, 
1991-92 and 2011-12. For the 2011-12 
term, India won 187 of 190 votes after 
Kazakhstan stood down from its candidacy.

Unlike Africa, which has formalised a 
system of rotation of its three seats, the Asia 
Pacific grouping has often seen contests 
for seats. In 2018, there was a contest 
between the Maldives and Indonesia. On 
the occasions when there is a contest, the 
elections for non-permanent seats can go 
on for several rounds. Back in 1975, there 
was a contest between India and Pakistan, 
which went into eight rounds, with Pakistan 
finally winning the seat. And in 1996, India 
lost a contest to Japan.

Even if a country is a “clean slate” candidate 
and has been endorsed by its group, it still 
needs to secure the votes of two-thirds of 
the members present and voting at the 
General Assembly session — which is a 
minimum of 129 votes, if all 193 member 
states participate.

After India won 184 of the 192 votes cast, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked 
the nations of the world. “Deeply grateful 
for the overwhelming support shown 
by the global community for India’s 
membership of the @UN Security Council. 
India will work with all member countries 
to promote global peace, security, resilience 
and equity,” the Prime Minister said on 
Twitter.

The non-permanent members are elected for two-year 
terms — so every year, the General Assembly elects five 

non-permanent members out of the total 10.

Some useful techniques to find squares of Numbers
SECTION ON QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES

1. Squaring of a Number whose unit digit is 5
 152 = (1 x 2) /25 = 225
 252 = (2 x 3) /25 = 625
 352 = (3 x 4) /25 = 1225

2. Squaring of a Number whose unit digit is 1
 112

 11 = 10 + 1
 So, 112 = 102 + (10 + 11) = 100 + 21 = 121

 212 = 202 + (20 + 21) = 400 + 41 = 441
 712 = 702 + (70 + 71) = 4900 + 141 = 5041

3. Squaring of a Number whose unit digit is 9
 92

 9 = 10 – 1 
 So, 92 = 102 – (10 + 9) = 100 – 19 = 81

 192 = 202 – (20 + 19) = 400 – 39 = 361
 692 = 702 – (70 + 69) = 4900 – 139 = 4761

4. Squaring of a Number whose unit digit is 2
 122

 12 = 10 + 2
 So, 122 = 102 + 2(10 + 12) = 100 + 44 = 144

 222 = 202 + 2(20 + 22) = 400 + 84 = 484
 922 = 902 + 2(90 + 92) = 8100 + 364 = 8464

5. Squaring of a Number whose unit digit is 2
 82

 8 = 10 – 2 
 So, 82 = 102 – 2(10 + 8) = 100 – 36 = 64

 182 = 202 – 2(20 + 18) = 400 – 76 = 324
 582 = 602 – 2(60 + 58) = 3600 – 236 = 3364

6. Squaring of a Number near about to 50
 512

 51 = 50 + 1
 512 = 502 + 1 x 100 + 12 = 2500 + 100 + 1 = 2601
 522 = 502 + 2 x 100 + 22 = 2500 + 200 + 4 = 2704
 582 = 502 + 8 x 100 + 82 = 2500 + 800 + 64 = 3364
 492

 49 = 50 – 1
 492 = 502 – 1 x 100 + 12 = 2500 – 100 + 1 = 2401
 482 = 502 – 2 x 100 + 22 = 2500 – 200 + 4 = 2304
 422 = 502 – 8 x 100 + 82 = 2500 – 800 + 64 = 1764

7. Squaring of a Number near about to 100
 1012

 101 = 100 + 1
 1012 = 1002 + 2 x 100 + 12 = 10000 + 200 + 1 = 10201
 1022= 1002 + 4 x 100 + 22 = 10000 + 400 + 4 = 10404
 1042 = 1002 + 8 x 100 + 42 = 10000 + 800 + 16 = 10816

 992

 99 = 100 – 1
 992= 1002 – 2 x 100 + 12 = 10000 – 200 + 1 = 9801
 982= 1002 – 4 x 100 + 22 = 10000 – 400 + 4 = 9604
 932= 1002 – 14 x 100 + 72 = 10000 – 1400 + 49 = 8649
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SECTION ON GRAMMAR I

Definition

A preposition is a word that indicates 
the relationship between a noun and 
the other words of a sentence. They 
explain relationships of sequence, 
space, and logic between the object 
of the sentence and the rest of the 
sentence. They help us understand 
order, time connections, and 
positions. 

Prepositions via story «How I got 
that job» 

In this story will find a lot of 
expressions with Prepositions. 
It is best for you to learn these 
phrases within a context so you will 
memorize them more quickly. Each 
preposition can be used in a lot of 
different combinations forming 
many different meanings. Take a 
look at these examples with the 
prepostionabout: 

• «I think it’s about time for us to 
leave.»

• «Our new boss is probably about 
40.»

• «May I ask you a question about 
your family?»

• «What’s this noise all about?»

• «How about going to the cinema 
tonight?»

• «What are you going to do about 
this situation?»

As you can see the preposition 
about doesn’t make any sense 
without the context it is used in. 
That’s why you should always learn 
complete expressions instead of 
separate words. Now read the short 
story and try to work out what the 
expressions in italics mean. (There 
are a 147 prepositions in the text 
and only a part of them is in Italics 
to make the story easier to read.)

«How I got that Job» 

At the timeI was living in a small 
village about 25 miles from 
London. That was the advantage of 
livingthere because you could get to 
London in under half an hour. That 
was by trainof course. If you went 
by carit would take about three 
timesas long and you would sit in 
your stationary car for agesbefore 
you got anywhere especially if you 
travelled in the morning rush hour. 
The reason why I am giving you 
this travel information in detailis 
because I had to make a choice 
between the car and the train. I had 

seen an advertisement in a national 
newspaper, which had asked for 
someone who had some knowledge 
ofcomputing, had worked at leastfor 
two years in car sales and finally 
was not afraid oftravelling up and 
downthe motorway to London every 
day from a place not far from where 
I lived. It seemed interesting work 
and was quite different fromthe job 
I had at the time. The interview was 
to take place at 10 am on a Monday 
morning inJanuary. Throughoutthe 
weekend I could not make up my 
mind whether to travel by car or by 
train. At the end of Sunday I had 
decided it was going to be the car. In 
the endI had convinced myself that 
this was the best choice because after 
all the job was to do with cars. On 
the day of the interview I got up at 
6 a.m. as I was terrifiedof being late. 
I usually woke up early because the 
noise of the traffic as it rattled past 
my bedroom window was very loud 
first thing inthe morning. Onthis 
particular morning everything 
seemed strangely silent. I looked 
out ofthe window and realized 
why: There was a thick blanket of 
snow on the road and it was still 
snowing heavily. I panicked. All 
my resolution had disappeared. 
Clearly now I would have to go 
by train. I telephoned the station 
and asked what time the next train 
down to London would be. I was 
informed that all services had been 
cancelled. I asked by whomthey had 
been cancelled. I never knew the 
answer to that questionbecause I 
had been cut off. Obviously I would 
have to think overmy plans for the 
day. From my bedroom window I 
looked downatmy snow-covered 
car. That was my last hope. After 
breakfast I managed to brush offall 
the snow from the car and by a 
good stroke of fortuneI managed 
to get it started at the third attempt. 
I drove along the road that led 
up to the motorway with a light 
heartbecause everything seemed 
to be going well. It was almost fun 
with the sunshining through the 
clouds and the snow gently falling 
down on to the car. But that feeling 
did not last long. As I reached the 
slip road that joined the motorway I 
saw an enormous queue of cars one 
behind the other. I realized I was 
stuck right in the middle ofa huge 
traffic jam. In my mindI started 
to go through the qualities that 
were needed for the job. Among 
the requirements were: ability to 
work under pressure, calmness in 

the face of difficult circumstances 
and a determination to see a job 
throughto the end. I reviewed the 
situation. It was 9 a.m. by nowand 
on a normal day the drive would 
take about forty-five minutes. On a 
day like this it would be impossible 
to gauge. I decided to relax. After 
allnobody else could travel so why 
should I worry aboutit? Within 
five minutes the traffic was moving 
again and for the next two miles I 
was driving along the motorway 
at quite a good speed. And then it 
happened. I skidded offthe road and 
into the bank by the hard shoulder. 
There was a loud bang and steam 
started to pour from out of the car 
bonnet. I glanced atmy watch. It 
was fifteen minutes to tenand there 
were still about 10 miles to go. 
Fortunately I had my mobile phone 
with meand called the car assistance 
firm, who promised to come as 
soon as possible. I also phoned the 
firm I was supposed tobe having 
an interview with, apologized 
and said I might be a little late. 
They didn’t sound very friendly. 
One hour later the repair people 
arrived but they couldn’t start the 
car. They towed it away to a garage 
and dropped me off atthe nearest 
railway station. I think I must have 
got the only train that was running 
that day. Eventually I reached my 
destination at 11.30 a.m. just one 
and a half hours late. The interview 
panel asked me some really difficult 
questions and as I left to go home, I 
thought that I had failed miserably. 
Two days later I received a letter. 
They offered me the job because I 
had shown presence of mind and 
determination». I was feeling very 
pleased with myself. Apparently 
I had shown ability above the 
averageand had scored well overany 
other candidate. It wasn’t until I 
had been there for three weeksthat 
I found out the truth. I had been the 
only candidate who had managed to 
get to the interview on that snowy 
day ten years ago. 

Exercise on preposition. : Spot the 
preposition

They are only small in most cases 
but we would be lost without 
them! I am referring of course to 
prepositions and as you can see 
I’ve already used four of them - and 
there goes number five. Literally 
they are words that go before other 
words, usually nouns. The problem 
is deciding which one to use and 
which one not to use. To help show 

how some of them are used I have 
written this short story. As with all 
new words it is always best to try to 
remember them in phrases like: by 
the sea/outside the house/by car/
at the table and so on. Hope you 
enjoy the story: Our learner was in 
a terrible state. He knew he wanted 
to go somewhere but he didn’t 
know how. At this moment he was 
standing near a bridge. Should he 
go by bus, by train, by car, by boat 
or possibly quite simply on foot? 
He could walk across the bridge, 
under the bridge but he couldn’t 
possibly jump over the bridge. He 
just knew he wanted to get out of 
town. Once he had arrived there by 
car he could obviously get out of the 
car or the train or the bus but he’d 
have to get off the boat. And now he 
had arrived in the town centre and 
was sitting inside the tourist office 
looking out of the window. Well, 
he couldn’t actually see through 
the window because the glass was 
very dirty. He left the tourist office 
and stood outside for a few minutes 
thinking what to do next. He saw 
a policeman coming towards him 
and he thought he’d ask him where 
to go. But the policeman walked 
past him and went along the street 
taking no notice of him. Anyhow 
when he thought about it, what 
could a police officer do for him? 
The trouble was that he didn’t speak 
the language although he had learnt 
a few phrases by heart. He knew 
how to say: On what day is there a 
festival? At what time do the shops 
shut? Can I put my bike against 
the wall? None of these questions 
would be of use to him. What he 
really wanted to know was: Where is 
there a hotel? He was on the point of 
giving up when he saw a wonderful 
hotel in front of him. He walked 
up to the reception and within 
minutes he was sitting in a beautiful 
bedroom that looked over the sea. 
He had a fabulous meal in the 
restaurant and then went back to his 
room. He got into bed and fell into 
a deep sleep. It was in the middle of 
the night that he suddenly realised 
he wouldn’t have enough money 
to pay for the accommodation. He 
decided to continue with his sleep 
and when he woke up he got ready 
and went down to the restaurant for 
his breakfast. He didn’t leave that 
hotel for three weeks. That was how 
long it took for him to pay for that 
overnight stay by working in the 
kitchen as a washer up.

PREPOSITION
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Identifying  Premises and 
Conclusions

SECTION ON CRITICAL REASONING

A premises can be defined as:  “A fact, 
proposition, or statement from which a 
conclusion is made . “ Premises support 
and explain the conclusion .literally, 
the premises give the reasons why the 
conclusion should be accepted. To identify 
premises, ask yourself, “ What reasons 
has the author used to persuade me? Why 
should I believe this argument? What  
evidence exists?”

A premise givers a reason  why something 
should be believed.

A conclusion can be defined as : “A 
statement or judgment that follows from 
one or more reasons.” “Conclusion, as 
summary statements, are supposed to be 
drawn from and rest on the premises. To 
identify conclusions, ask yourself, “ What 
is the author driving at? What does the 
author want me to believe? What point 
follows from the others?’

A conclusion is the point the author tries 
to prove by using another statement.

Because Language is the test maker’s 
weapon of choice, you must learn to 
recognize the words that indicate when 
a premise or conclusion is present. In 
expressing arguments, authors often use 
the following words or phrases to introduce 
premises and conclusions:

Premise Indicators : Because , since, for, for 
example, for the reason that, in that , given 
that, as indicated by, due to, owing to, this 
can be seen from, we know this by

Conclusion Indicators: thus, therefore, 
hence, consequently, as a result, so, 
accordingly, clearly, must be that, shows 
that, conclude that , follows that, for this 
reason

1.Humans cannot live on Venus because 
the surface temperature is too high.

2.The economy is in tatters. Therefore, we 
must end this war.

3.We must reduce our budget due to the 
significant cost overruns we experienced 
during production.

4.Fraud has cost the insurance industry 
millions of dollars in lost revenue. Thus, 
congress will pass a

    stricter fraud control bill since the 
insurance industry has one of the most 
powerful lobbies.

Premise and Conclusion Recognition 
Mini-Drill 

Each of the following problems contains 
a short argument. For each argument, 
identify the conclusion and the premise 
(s).

1.Given that the price of steel is rising, we 
will no longer be able to offer discounts on 
our car parts.

2.The political situation in Somalia is 
unstable owing to the ability of individual 
warlords to maintain powerful armed 
forces.

3.Since we need to have many different 
interests to sustain us, the scientists’ belief 
must be incorrect.

4.So, as indicated by the newly released 
data , we should push forward with our 

efforts to recolonize the forest with snowy 
tree crickets.

5.Television has a harmful effect on society. 
This can be seen from the poor school 
performances  of children   who watch 
significant amounts of television and from 
that children who watch more than six 
hours of television a day tend to read less 
than non-television watching children.

6.The rapid diminishment of the ecosystem 
of the Amazon threatens the entire planet. 
Consequently, we must take immediate 
steps convince the Brazilian government 
that planned development projects need 
to be curtailed for the simple reason that 
these development projects will greatly 
accelerated the loss of currently protected 
land.

Premise and Conclusion Recognition 
Mini-Drill Answer Key

1.Premise “Given that the price of steel is 
rising. “Conclusion : “we  will no longer be 
able to offer discounts on our car parts.”

2.Premise: “owing to the ability of 
individual warlords to maintain powerful 
armed forces. 

 “Conclusion “The political situation in 
Somalia is unstable”

3.Premise:“ Since we need to have many 
different interest to sustain us, “Conclusion: 
“The scientist’ belief must be incorrect.”

4.Premise : “as indicated by the newly 
released data” Conclusion “ we should 
push forward with our efforts to recolonize 
the forest with snowy tree crickets.”

5.Premise 1: “This can be seen from the 
poor school performance of children who 
watch significant amounts of     television 
“ Premise 2:” and from fact that children 
who watch more than six hours of 
television a day tend to read less than non-
television watching children.” Conclusion: 
“Television has a harmful effect on society.”

6. Premise  1: “ The rapid diminishment of 
the ecosystem of the Amazon threatens the 
entire planet.” Premise

2: “for the simple reason that these 
development projects will greatly accelerate 
the loss of currently protected land.” 
Conclusion: “we must take immediate 
steps to convince the Brazilian government 
that planned development projects need to 
be curtailed.”

Additional Premise Indicators: 
Furthermore, Moreover, Besides, In 
addition, What ‘s more etc.

Following are two examples of additional 
premise indicators in use:

“Every Professor at Fillmore University 
teaches exactly one class per semester. 
Fillmore’s professor Jackson’ therefore, is 
teaching exactly one class this semester. 
Moreover, I heard Professor  Jackson say 
she was Teaching only a single Class.

The first sentence is a premise. The 
second sentence contains the conclusion 
indicator” therefore” and is the conclusion 
of the argument. The first sentence is the 
main proof offered by the author for the 
conclusion. The third sentence begins 
with the additional premise indicator 
“moreover”. The premise in this sentence 
is non –essential to the argument, 

but provides additional proof for the 
conclusion and could be, if needed, used to 
help prove the conclusion separately( this 
would occur if an objection was raised to 
the first premise).

“The city council ought to ease restrictions 
advertising because the city’s economy is 
currently in a  Slump. Furthermore, the 
city should not place restrictions on forms 
of speech such as advertising.”

The first sentence contains both the 
conclusion of the argument and the main 
premise of the argument(introduced by 
the premise indicator “because”). The last 
sentence contains the additional premise 
indicator ”furthermore.” As with the 
previous example, the additional premise 
in this sentence is non-essential to the 
argument but provides additional proof for 
the conclusion.

Counter-premise Indicators:

When creating an argument, an author will 
sometimes bring up a counter-premise-a 
premise that actually contains an idea 
that is counter to the argument. At first 
glance, this might seem like an odd thing 
for an author to do. But by raising the 
counter –premise and then addressing the 
complaint in a direct fashion, the author 
can minimize the damage that would be 
done by the objection if it were raised 
elsewhere. Counter-premises, also called 
adversatives, bring up points of opposition 
or comparison. Counter-premises can also 
be ideas that compare and contrast with the 
arguments, or work against a previously 
raised point. In this sense, the general 
counter –premise concept discusses an 
idea that is in some way different from 
another part of the argument.

Counter-premise Indicators: But, yet, 
however, On the other hand, Admittedly, 
In contrast , Although, Even though, Still, 
Whereas, In spite of, despite, After all

Following is an example of a counter-
premise indicator in use:

“The United States prison population is the 
world’s largest and consequently we must 
take steps to reduce crime in this country. 
Although other countries have higher rates 
of incarceration, their statistics have no 
bearing on the dilemma we currently face.”

The first sentence contains a premise and 
the conclusion( which is introduced by the 
conclusion indicator” consequently”). The 
third sentence offers up a counter-premise 
as indicated by the word” although”.

Additional Premise and Counter-Premise 
Recognition Mini-Drill

Each of the following problems contains 
a short argument. For each argument, 
identify the conclusion, the premise(s), 
and any additional premises or counter –
premises.

1.Wine is made by crushing grapes and 
eventually separating the juice from the 
grape skins. However, the separated juice 
contains impurities and many wineries do 
not filter the juice. These wineries claim 
the unfiltered juice ultimately produces 
a more flavorful  and intense wine. Since 
these wine makers are experts , we should 
trust their judgment and not shy away 
from unfiltered wine.

REASONING
CRITICAL
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2.Phenylketonurics are people who cannot 
metabolize the amino acid phenylalaine. 
There are  dangers associated with 
phenylketonuria, and products containing  
phenylalanine must carry a warning 
label that states,”Phenylketonurics: 
contains phenylalanine.” In addition, all 
children in developed societies receive a 
phenyrketonuria test at birth. Hence, at the 
moment, we are doing as much as possible 
to protect against this condition.

3.During last night’s robbery, the thief was 
unable to open the safe..thus , last night’s 
robbery was unsuccessful despite the fact 
that the thief stole several documents. 
After all, nothing in those documents was 
as valuable as the money in the safe.

Additional Premise and Counter-premise 
Recognition Mini-Drill  Answer Key

1.Premise:“Wine is made by crushing 
grapes and eventually separating the juice 
from the grape skins.”Counter premise: 
However, the separated juice contains 
impurities and many wineries do not filter 
the juice.”Premise: “These wine makers are 
experts ,”Conclusion: ”we should trust their 
judgment and not shy away from unfiltered 
wine.”

2.Premise: “Phenylketonurics are people 
who cannot metabolize the amino  acid 
phenylalanine.”Premise:”There are 
dangers associated with phenylketonuria, 
and products containing phenylalanine 
must carry a warning label that states. 
Phenylketonurics contains phenylalanine 
“Additional Premise: ‘In addition, all 
children in  developed societies received a 
phenylketonuria test a  birth.”Conclusion: 
“Hence at the movement, we are doing as 
much as possible to protect against this 
condition.”

3.Premise: “During last night’s robbery, the 
thief was unable to open the safe.”Counter-
premise:”despite the fact that the thief stole 
several documents.”Additional Premise: 
After all, nothing In those documents 
was as valuable as the money in the 
safe.”Conclusion: “Thus, last night’s robbery 
as unsuccessful”

Recognizing Conclusion without Indicators

Read the following and Identify the premise 
and conclusion:

The best way of eliminating traffic 
congestion will not be easily found. There 
are so many competing possibilities that 
it will take millions of dollars to study 
every option, and implementation of most 
options carries an exorbitant price tag.

Because the best way of eliminating traffic 
congestion will not be easily found, we can 
conclude that there are so many competing 
possibilities that it will take million 
of dollars to study every option, and 
implementation of most options carries an 
exorbitant price tag.

OR.

Because there are so many  competing 
possibilities that it will take millions 
of dollars to study every option, and 
implementation of most options carries 
an exorbitant price tag, we can conclude 
that the best way of eliminating traffic 
congestion will not be easily found.

Clearly, the second arrangements is far 
superior because it makes sense. In most 
cases when you have the conclusion and 
premise backward, the arrangement will be 
confusing. The correct arrangement always 
sounds more logical.

Important Tip: If the stimulus contains 
an argument, determine whether the 
argument is strong or weak.

To better understand this concept we 
will examine two sample arguments. 
The following arguments uses the fact 
set we used before, with the addition of a 
conclusion:

1.”The Jacksonville area has just over one 
million residents. Cincinnati has almost 

two million residents. 

     The New York area has almost twenty 
million residents. Therefore, we should 
move to Jacksonville.”

2.”All birds can fly. An Ostrich is a bird. 
Therefore, an ostrich can fly.”

3.”Trees that shed their foliage annually are 
deciduous trees. Black Oak  trees shed their 
leaves every year. Therefore, Black Oak 
trees are deciduous.”

Complex Arguments 

Premise and Conclusion Analysis Drill

For each stimulus , identify the 
conclusion(s) and supporting premise(s), 
if any. The answer key will identify the 
conclusion and premises of each argument, 
the logical validity of each argument, and 
also comment on how to identify argument 
structure.

1.Every year, new reports appear 
concerning the health risks posed by 
certain substances, such as coffee and 
sugar. One year an article claimed that 
coffee is dangerous to one’s health. The next 
year, another article argued that coffee has 
some benefits for one’s health. From these 
contradictory opinions, we see that experts 
are useless for  guiding one’s decision about 
one’s health.

2.Some teachers claim that students would 
not learn curricular contents without the 
incentive of grades. But students with 
intense interest in the material would learn 
it without this incentive, while the behavior 
of students lacking all interest in the 
material is unaffected by such an incentive. 
The incentive of  grades, therefore , serves 
no essential academic purpose.

3.Daming the Merv River would provide 
irrigation for the dry land in its upstream 
areas; unfortunately, a dam would 
reduce agricultural productivity in the 
fertile land downstream by reducing the 
availability and quality of water there. The 
productivity loss in the downstream area 
would be greater than the productivity gain 
upstream, so building a  dam would yield 
no overall gain in agricultural productivity 
in the region as a whole.

4.In a study, infant monkeys given a choice 
between two surrogate mothers-a bare wire 
structure equipped with a milk-bottle or a 
soft, suede-covered wire structure equipped 
with a milk bottle-unhesitatingly chose the 
latter. When given  a choice between a bare 
wire structure equipped with a milk bottle 
and a soft, suede-covered wire structure 
lacking a milk bottle, they unhesitatingly 
chose the former.

5.While it was once believed that the 
sort of psychotherapy appropriate for 
the treatment of neuroses caused by 
environmental factors is also appropriate 
for schizophrenia and other psychoses, it is 
now known that these latter, more serious 
forms of mental disturbances are best 
treated by biochemical-that is, medicinal-
means. This is conclusive evidence that 
psychoses, unlike neuroses, have nothing  
to do with the environmental factors but 
rather are  caused by some sort of purely 
organic condition, such as abnormal brain 
chemistry or brain malformations.

6.If relativity theory is correct, no object 
can travel forward in time at a speed 
greater than the speed of light. Yet quantum 
mechanics predicts that the tachyon, a 
hypothetical subatomic particle, travels 
faster  than light. Thus, if relativity theory 
is correct, either quantum mechanics’ 
prediction about tachyons is erroneous or 
tachyons travel backwards in time.

7.Any course that teachers  students how to 
write is one that will serve them well later 
in life. Therefore, since some philosophy 
courses teach students how to write, any 
student, whatever his or her major, will 
be served well in later life by taking any 
philosophy course.

8.It is well known that many species adapt 

to their environment, but it is usually 
assumed that only the most highly evolved 
species alter their environment in ways 
that aid their own survival. however, this 
characteristic is actually quite common. 
Certain species of plankton, for example, 
generate a gas that is converted in the 
atmosphere into particles of sulfate. These 
particles cause water vapor to condense, 
thus forming clouds. Indeed, the formation 
of clouds over the ocean largely depends 
on t presence of these particles. More 
cloud cover means more sunlight reflected, 
and so the  Earth absorbs less heat. Thus 
plankton cause the surface of the Earth to 
be cooler and this benefits the plankton.

Premise and Conclusion Analysis Drill 
Answer Key

1.Conclusion : From these contradictory 
opinions, we see that experts are useless for 
guiding one decision

about one’s health. Premise: every year, new 
reports appear concerning the health risks 
posed by certain substances such as coffee 
and sugar. Premise :One year an article 
claimed that coffee is dangerous to one’s 
health. Premise: The next year, another 
article argued that coffee has some benefits 
for one’s health. The arguments is weak. 
The conclusion is far too strong in saying 
that”experts are useless.”Just  because the 
different articles about substances disagree 
does not prove that experts cannot help 
you with your health ( a much broader filed 
than the substances cover) .In additions, 
the articles about coffee could have covered 
differing aspects of coffee, some of which 
are beneficial and some of which are 
detrimental.

2.Conclusion: The incentive of grades, 
therefore, serves no essential academic 
purpose. Premise: Some teachers claim 
that students would not learn curricular 
without the incentive of grades. Premise: 
But students with intense interest in 
the material would learn it without this 
incentive, while the behavior of students 
lacking interest in the material is unaffected 
by such an incentive. The argument is 
weak. When the author makes a mistake 
of discussing  only the extremes-those with 
intense interest and those lacking interest. 
No effort is made to address the students 
who fall between these extremes.

3.Conclusion:Building a dam would yield 
no overall gain in agricultural productivity 
in the  region as a whole. Premise: Damming 
the Merv River would provide irrigation for 
the dry land in its upstream areas. Premise: 
Unfortunately, a dam would reduce 
agricultural productivity in the fertile land 
downstream by reducing the availability 
and quality of water there. Premise :The 
productivity loss in the downstream area 
would be greater than the productivity 
gain upstream. The argument is strong. 
The author discuss both the upstream 
and downstream areas, showing that the 
gain from the dam in the upstream area 
would not offset the loss of productivity 
in the downstream area. In fact, it appears 
an even stronger conclusion would be 
warranted, such as ”building a  dam would 
yield an overall loss of productivity. Since 
the  author directly addresses overall 
productivity, possible objections about 
acreage and volume produced are rendered 
moot. The author  even goes so far as to 
indicate that the downstream land is fertile, 
deflecting another possible objection about 
the work involved in making the land 
productive.

4.Premise: Ina study, infant monkeys 
given a choice between two surrogate 
mothers-a bare wire structure equipped 
with a milk bottle or a soft, suede-covered 
wire structure equipped with a milk bottle-
unhesitatingly chose the latter. Premise: 
When given a choice between a bare wire 
structured equipped with a milk bottle and 
a soft, suede covered wire structure lacking 
a milk bottle, they unhesitatingly chose the 
former. Careful!! The stimulus is only a 
fact   set and does not contain a conclusion. 
Therefore,  there is no argument present 
and no evaluation of argument validity can 

be made?

5.Conclusion :This is conclusive evidence 
that psychoses, unlike neuroses, have 
nothing to do with environmental factors 
but rather are caused by some sort of 
purely organic condition, such as abnormal 
brain chemistry or brain malformations. 
Premise: While it was once believed that 
the sort of psychotherapy appropriate 
for the treatment of neuroses caused by 
environmental factors is also appropriate 
for schizophrenia and other psychoses, it, is 
now known that these  latter, more serious 
forms of mental disturbances are best 
treated by biochemical-that is, medicinal 
means. The argument is weak. Again , 
the language used by the author is too 
strong-“nothing to do with environmental 
factors”- for the evidence provided by the 
premises. Nowhere in the argument has the  
author proven beyond a shadow of doubt 
that environmental factors do not play role 
in neuroses.

6.Conclusion: Thus, if relativity theory 
is correct, either quantum mechanic’s 
prediction about tachyons is erroneous or 
tachyons travel backwards in time. Premise: 
If relativity  theory is correct, no objection 
can travel forward in time at a speed 
greater than the speed of light. Premise: 
Yet quantum mechanic’s predicts that the 
tachyon, a hypothetical subatomic particle, 
travels faster than light. The argument is 
strong. Note how the author qualifies the 
conclusion, using the phrase” if relatively 
theory is correct.”Thisqualifying  phrases 
makes the argument easier to defend 
because it protect against ”the possibility 
that relativity theory is wrong( if relativity 
theory is wrong, the author’s conclusion 
does not apply).note the conclusion 
concerning traveling backwards in time at  
a speed greater than the speed of light. If an 
object cannot travel forward in time, then it 
must travel backwards (time does not stop, 
of course, so those are the only two options.

7.Conclusion : any student, whatever his or 
her major, will be served well in later life 
by taking nay philosophy course. Premise: 
Any course that teaches students how to 
write is one that will serve them well later 
in life. Premise:Some  philosophy courses 
teach students how to write. The argument 
is weak. Although the premise indicates 
the  some philosophy course teach students 
how to write, the conclusion goes too far in 
saying students will be served well in later 
life by taking any philosophy course.

8.Conclusion: This characteristic( altering 
the environment) is actually quite common. 
Premise: It is well known that many species 
adapt to their environment, but it is usually 
assumed that only the most highly evolved 
species alter their environment in ways that 
aid their own survival. Premise:  Certain 
species of plankton, for example, generate a 
gas that is converted in the atmosphere into 
particles of sulfate .Premise: These particles 
cause water vapor to condense, thus 
forming clouds. Premise: More cloud cover 
means more sunlight is reflected, and so 
the earth absorbs less heat. Premise: Thus 
plankton cause the surface of the earth to 
be cooler and this benefits the plankton. 
This argument is hard to absorb because 
the subject matter is challenging andthe 
structure is complex. The main conclusion 
is actually the second sentence. There is 
another conclusion in the argument, in the 
last sentence, but this is a sub-conclusion. 
This sub-conclusion appears in the 
plankton example, and like all examples, 
it is used to illustrate the main conclusion. 
The argument is strong. A viewpoint is 
presented( that it is thought that only highly 
evolved species alter their environment) 
and then this viewpoint is disputed with 
the example of a simple organism that 
changes its environment. Although the 
author has not proven undeniably that 
the characteristic is “quite common” (this 
would require more examples), the author 
has successfully shown that non-highly 
evolved species exhibit that characteristic, 
making it likely that the characteristic 
appears in other species

Remember, “Infer means “ must be true”.
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Vertical
1. Evidence of which a witness does not have direct knowledge from 
his own senses but which is based on what others have said
2. Person who owes a third party a debt which is attached by court 
order for the benefit of a judgment creditor.
3. Person who receives a gift under a will
4. Wages, benefits or profits received as compensation for holding 
office or employment.
7. Carelessness
9. Money ordered to be paid by the defendant to the victim to 
reimburse the victim for the costs of the crime
11. Not doing something that one is bound to do by law
13. The penalty imposed by a judge after the defendant is convicted 
of a crime
14. Document or object shown to a judge or jury as evidence in a trial
15. Person who swears an affidavit or deposition
16. the exclusion of employees by their employer from their place of 
work until certain terms are agreed to

Horizontal
5. Reduction or rebate of an amount owed
6. Someone without enough money to either support himself or herself 
or his or her family
8. Forfeiture of a right of redemption on a property
10. A court order declaring that a marriage is invalid.
12. Power of a judge or court to act, limited by a defined territory
17. A court order deciding the amount of time a non-custodial parent 
may spend with his or her child, also called parenting time
18. The legal expenses of an action
19. Half of anything
20. Person appointed by a testator to administer a will
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LEGAL TERMS CROSSWORD
complete the crossword puzzle below

1. Hearsay  Evidence of which a witness does not have direct knowledge from his own senses  
  but which is based on what others have said

  of a judgment creditor.

  employment.
5. Abatement Reduction or rebate of an amount owed
6. Indigent  Someone without enough money to either support himself or herself or his or her  
  family
7. Negligence Carelessness
8.Foreclosure Forfeiture of a right of redemption on a property
9.Restitution Money ordered to be paid by the defendant to the victim to reimburse the victim for  
  the costs of the crime

10.Annulment A court order declaring that a marriage is invalid.
11.Nonfeasance Not doing something that one is bound to do by law

14.Exhibit  Document or object shown to a judge or jury as evidence in a trial

  terms are agreed to
17.Visitation A court order deciding the amount of time a non-custodial parent may spend with  
  his or her child, also called parenting time

19.Moiety  Half of anything
20.Executor Person appointed by a testator to administer a will


