
(Q.1-Q.6): 

Nuclear fission has 
begun in one of four 
reactors at the Barakah 

plant, which uses South Korean 
technology.
The plant was due to open in 
2017 but start-up was delayed 
for what officials said were 
safety requirements.
The oil-rich country wants 
Barakah to meet a quarter of its 
energy needs, as it adopts more 
sustainable energy sources.
Just two weeks ago the country 
sent a probe on a mission to 
Mars - another high-profile 
scientific first for the nation.
The country is also investing 
heavily in solar power - a 
plentiful energy source in the 
nation. Some energy experts 
question the logic of Barakah, 
arguing that solar power is 
cleaner, cheaper and makes 
more sense in a region plagued 
by political tensions and 
terrorism.
Last year Qatar called the 
Barakah plant a “flagrant 
threat to regional peace and 
environment”.

1. What the raw material for 
the nuclear fission is as 

specified in the paragraph?
 a) U235 
 b) U238
 c) U240 
 d) P239

2. The Barakah nuclear power 

plant is the ________’s first 
nuclear power station.

 a) Syria 
 b) UAE
 c) Egypt 
 d) Ethopia

3. What is the name of the 
mission to Mars sent by the 
country as mentioned in 
the paragraph?

 a) Hope Probe
 b) Mars Navigation
 c) Move to Mars
 d) Mission Mars

4. ______ is the target set 
by the Indian government 
for installing solar energy 
plants by 2022.

 a) 175GW
 b) 150GW
 c) 100GW
 d) 75GW

5. Barakah Power Plant is 
near the _________.

 a) Gulf of Oman
 b) Persian Gulf
 c) Mediterranean Sea
 d) Red Sea

6. In which state India’s 
biggest nuclear power plant 
is situated?

 a) Andhra Pradesh
 b) Tamil Nadu
 c) Karnataka
 d) Maharashtra

1. a) U235
 The chemical element isotopes 

that can sustain a fission chain 
reaction are called nuclear 
fuels, and are said to be fissile. 
The most common nuclear 
fuels are 235U (the isotope of 
uranium with mass number 235 
and of use in nuclear reactors) 
and 239Pu (the isotope of 
plutonium with mass number 
239).

2. b) UAE
 The United Arab Emirates 

has launched operations at 
the Arab world’s first nuclear 
power plant, on the Gulf coast 

just east of Qatar.
3. (a)  Hope Probe
 The Emirates Mars Mission 

is a United Arab Emirates 
Space Agency uncrewed space 
exploration mission to Mars. 
The Hope orbiter was launched 
on 19 July 2020 at 21:58:14 
UTC. The mission design, 
development, and operations 
are led by the Mohammed bin 
Rashid Space Centre.

4. (c)  100GW
 The Government of India has 

set a target of installing of 
installing 175 GW of renewable 
energy capacity by the year 

2022, which includes 100 GW 
from solar, 60 GW from wind, 
10 GW from bio-power and 5 
GW from small hydro-power.

5. (b) Persian Gulf 
 The Barakah nuclear power 

plant is the United Arab 
Emirates’s first nuclear power 
station, the first nuclear 
power station in the Arabian 
Peninsula, and the first 
commercial nuclear power 
station in the Arab World. 
It consists of four APR-1400 
nuclear reactors. Total capacity 
is 5,600 MW which is intended 
to supply up to 25% of UAE’s 

energy needs. The site is in the 
Gharbiya region of Abu Dhabi, 
on the coastline between the 
Persian Gulf and the E11 
highway, 50 km west of Ruwais.

6. (b) Tamil Nadu
 Kudankulam Nuclear Power 

Plant is located in the Tamil 
Nadu, Southern India. It is 
the highest-capacity nuclear 
plant in India, with a total of 
2,000MW currently installed 
with a further 2,000MW under 
construction.
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(Q.7-Q.10):   
The Union Cabinet Wednesday 
approved the creation of 
National Recruitment Agency 
(NRA) for conducting a 
common eligibility test for 
central government jobs, 
initiating a “landmark reform” 
in the recruitment process. 
Briefing the media on the 
Cabinet meeting, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, I&B Minister Prakash 
Javadekar said it was a historic 
decision that will allow job-
seekers take one common test 
and save costs and time spent 
on writing multiple exams. This 
has been a major demand of the 
youths for many years which 
has been fulfilled, he said. 
Union minister Jitendra Singh 
termed it a revolutionary and 
landmark reform in the history 
of the country. It will lead to 
ease of selection, ease of job 
placement and ease of living, 
especially for those sections 
of society that are considered 
disadvantaged, he said. This 
will also help the poor and 
women who have to travel long 
distances for taking exams for 

various jobs, he said.
For now, the scores of the 
common test will be used by 
[1] major recruitment agencies, 
but other agencies would be 
included over a period of time.
The government has sanctioned 
a sum of Rs 1,517.57 crore 
for setting up the National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA), 
which will be headquartered 
in [2].

7. Which of the following 
department representatives 
will be the part of NRA?

 1. Railway Recruitment  
 Board

 2. IBPS
 3. SSC
 4. Ministry of Railways
 a) 1, 2 and 3
 b) 2, 3 and 4
 c) 1, 3 and 4
 d) 1,2,3 and 4

8. Which of the following are 
the incorrect statements 
regarding Group – B jobs?

 a)  Group – B officers can 
be  gazette as well as 

non-gazette officers
 b)  The officers in this 

group are appointed by 
the Department Heads 
of any government  
organization

 c)  JCO and SCS are the 
exams for Group B 
post

 d)  These are the public 
servants who are 
posted in various non-
supervisory roles

9. Fill [1] with a suitable 
option.

 a) 2
 b) 3
 c) 4 
 d) 5

10. Fill [2] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Mumbai
 b) Delhi
 c) Kolkata
 d) Chandigarh

7.  (d) 1,2,3 and 4  
 The NRA will have 

representatives from the 
Ministry of Railways, 
the Ministry of Finance/
Department of Financial 
Services, the Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC), the Railway 
Recruitment Board (RRB) 
and the Institute of Banking 
Personnel Selection (IBPS).

8. (d) These are the public 
servants who are posted in 
various non-supervisory roles

 Group - B (Gazetted Officers): 
The authority of a Group - B 
gazetted officer is similar to 
that of a Group A officer. In 
order to start one’s career as 
a Group - B gazetted officer, 
one has to clear an exam of 
UPSC but most of these seats 
are filled through promotions. 
The officers in this group are 
appointed by the Department 

Heads of any government 
organization. For instance: JCO 
(Junior Commissioned Officer) 
across The India Armed Forces 
and SCS (State Civil Services) 
to name a couple of positions 
under the Group - B.

 The basic pay scale of the 
officers selected under the 
Group - B can range between 
Rs 15,600 to Rs 39,100 or 
more depending upon the 
administration. The starting 
take-home salary of Group - 
B Gazetted employees is Rs 
56,100 to Rs 78,800

 Group - B (Non-Gazetted): 
The basic difference between 
the gazetted and non-
gazetted employees of the 
government is that the former 
can authorize the issuance of 
official government stamps 
whereas, the latter cannot. 
The Gazetted officers have 

a more administrative role. 
Employees working in Public 
Sector Undertakings (PSU) 
and National Banks fall under 
the category along with office 
supervisors, state inspectors, 
office executives, state police 
officers etc.

 The basic pay scale ranges 
between Rs 9,300 to Rs 34,800 
or more depending upon the 
pay band of the administration. 
The starting take-home income 
ranges between Rs 34,500 to Rs 
53,100.

 Group - C & D: These are the 
public servants who are posted 
in various non-supervisory 
roles. However, candidates 
working at these positions, just 
like most of the other positions 
in the government sector 
can be promoted to higher 
levels. Individuals working at 
these positions do not hold 

any critical administrative 
positions. These candidates are 
usually selected via the SSC 
(Staff Selection Commission) 
entrance examinations.

9. (b) 3
 For now, the scores of the 

common test will be used 
by three major recruitment 
agencies, but other agencies 
would be included over a 
period of time. 

10. (b) Delhi
 The government has sanctioned 

a sum of Rs 1,517.57 crore 
for setting up the National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA), 
which will be headquartered in 
Delhi. It will have a chairman 
of the rank of a Secretary to the 
government.



Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

3 The CLAT Post • August 2020
India’s Best Institute for CLAT  |  Other Law Entrances

(Q.11-Q.15):   
An African Cheetah was 
brought from South Africa 
via Singapore to the Sri 
Chamarajendra Zoological 
Gardens, August 18. This was 
the first international animal 
exchange amid COVID, the 
zoo officials informed. The 
African Cheetah will be made 
available for public display 
after the quarantine period 
ends.
Meanwhile, in the month 
of July, the Zoo Authority 
of Karnataka (ZAK) had 
launched a mobile phone 
application called the ‘Zoos of 
Karnataka’, to enable people 
to contribute for conservation 
education, rescue, relief and 
rehabilitation of wild animals.
The ‘Zoos of Karnataka’ app 
interface stated that the app 
helps make donations to 
Zoos in Karnataka and adopt 
animals. It helps users show 
support and care for wild 
animals by adopting their 
favorite animals. It also allows 
them to contribute towards 
the maintenance of the Zoos 
and lessen the burdens by 
making donations and book 
entrance and safari tickets 
hassle-free. The app also 
further enables one to share 
adoptions and donations with 
friends.

11. Fill [1] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Bengaluru

 b) Coorg
 c) Mysuru
 d) Thevara Koppa

12. What is the IUCN status of 
Cheetah?

 a) Critically endangered
 b) Endangered
 c) Vulnerable
 d) Least concern

13. What is the status of Asiatic 
Cheetah in India?

 a) Found only in Western 
Ghats

 b) Found only in dense 
forests of Madhya 
Pradesh

 c) Found only in 
evergreen forests of 
Arunachal Pradesh

 d) Became extinct from 
India

14. Where is the largest zoo of 
India located?

 a)  Andhra Pradesh
 b)  Gujarat
 c) Tamil Nadu
 d) Uttarakhand

15. What were the main 
causes of losing cheetah 
population from India?

 1. Hunting
 2. Population growth
 3. Loss of prime habitat
 a) 1 and 2 only
 b) 2 and 3 only
 c) 1 and 3 only
 d) 1,2 and 3

11. (c) Mysuru
 Recently, Mysuru zoo has 

become the second Indian zoo 
to house the African cheetah.

 One male and two females 
from a cheetah conservation 
centre in South Africa under an 
animal-exchange programme 
were brought to India.

 It was the country’s first 
international animal exchange 

post-COVID-19.
12.  (c) Vulnerable
 In Namibia, cheetahs are mostly 

found in farmlands.
 It is a vulnerable subspecies 

(IUCN status), due to poaching, 
habitat loss, and lack of prey.

13. (d)  Became extinct from India 
Asiatic cheetah became extinct 
in India in the 1950s, In the 
past, India’s last recorded 

cheetah in the wild was said to 
have been shot in the Rewa area 
of Madhya Pradesh in the late 
1940s.

14. (a)  Andhra Pradesh
 Sri Venkateswara Zoological 

Park is located in Tirupati, 
Andhra Pradesh, India.It was 
established on 29 September 
1987, and covers an area of 
5,532 acres (22.39 square 

kilometers). It is the largest 
zoological park in the Asia.

15. (d)   1,2 and 3
 “The main cause behind 

losing the cheetah has been 
historical hunting coupled with 
population growth with loss of 
the prime habitat of cheetahs 
to agriculture,” Jhala said at the 
session hosted by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society.
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(Q.16-Q.20):

Flood waters continued to 
recede in Assam improving 
the situation considerably, 
though 84,100 people across 
10 districts are still affected 
by the calamity, an official 
bulletin said on Thursday. At 
present, 177 villages and 15,964 
hectare of crop areas are under 
water, the Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(ASDMA) said in its bulletin.

[1] is the worst-hit district with 
over 54,300 people affected, 
while more than 8,000 and 
4,200 people are suffering from 
the calamity in Bongaigaon 
and Kokrajhar districts 
respectively, ASDMA said. The 
seven other districts hit by the 
deluge are Dhemaji, Baksa, 
Chirang, Kamrup, Kamrup 
Metropolitan, Morigaon and 
Nagaon, it said. ASDMA 
said that the authorities are 
running six relief camps and 

distribution centers across four 
districts, where 514 people are 
currently lodged.

16. When did Assam last 
faced the floods?

 a) 2019 
 b) 2018
 c) 2017 
 d) 2016

17. Assam flood 2020, have 
submerged 85% of 

_______ sanctuary.
 a) Bura Chapori
 b) Amchang
 c) Kaziranga
 d) Bornadi

18. Fill [1] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Darrang
 b) Goalpara
 c) Sibsagar
 d) Dhubri

19. Why floods are so 
common in Assam?

 a) Bank erosion
 b) Unplanned expansion 

of urban areas
 c) Unstable 

Brahmaputra
 d) All of the above

20. Brahmaputra enters the 
India from which state in 
India?

 a) Arunachal Pradesh
 b) Assam
 c) Meghalaya
 d) Nagaland

16.  (a) 2019
 Assam continues to be on the 

edge because of its flood disaster 
and this has become an annual 
calamity. Assam sees major 
floods every year and every time 
lives are lost, millions of people 
get displaced, villages, crops, 
infrastructure get destroyed.

17. (c)  Kaziranga  
 Kaziranga National Park is a 

protected area in the northeast 
Indian state of Assam. Spread 
across the floodplains of the 
Brahmaputra River, its forests, 
wetlands and grasslands are 
home to tigers, elephants and 
the world’s largest population of 
Indian one-horned rhinoceroses. 
Ganges River dolphins swim 
in the park’s waters. It’s visited 
by many rare migratory birds, 
and gray pelicans roost near 
Kaziranga village. 

18. (b) Goalpara
 Goalpara is the worst-hit district 

with over 54,300 people affected, 
while more than 8,000 and 4,200 
people are suffering from the 
calamity in Bongaigaon and 
Kokrajhar districts respectively, 
ASDMA said.

19. (d) All of the above
 Brahmaputra is braided and 

unstable in its entire reach in 
Assam except for a few places. 
The main reasons behind the 
instability of the river are high 
sedimentation and steep slopes.

 High percentage of flood prone 
region: 31.05 lakh hectares of the 
total 78.523 lakh hectares area 
of the state is prone to frequent 
floods. And the reasons behind 
this high flood prone area 
percentage are both man-made 
and natural.

 EARTHQUAKES/
LANDSLIDES: Assam and some 
other parts of the northeastern 
region are prone to frequent 
earthquakes, which causes 

landslides. The landslides and 
earthquakes send in a lot of 
debris in the rivers, causing the 
river bed to rise.

 BANK EROSION: Assam has 
also faced bank erosion around 
the Brahmaputra and Barak 
rivers as well as their tributaries. 
It is estimated that annually 
nearly 8000 hectares land is lost 
to erosion. Bank erosion has 
also affected the width of the 
Brahmaputra river, which has 
increased up to 15 km.

 DAMS: Among the man-made 
reasons, the key cause of floods 
in Assam region is releasing of 
water from dams situated uphill. 
Unregulated release of water 
floods the Assam plains, leaving 
thousands of people homeless 
every year.

 Guwahati’s topography — it’s 
shaped like a bowl — does make 
it susceptible to water logging.

 Unplanned expansion of the 

urban areas has led to severe 
encroachments in the wetlands, 
low lying areas, hills and 
shrinkage of forest cover.

 The river also changes course 
frequently and it’s virtually 
impossible to contain it within 
embankments. The pressure of 
the surging water takes a toll on 
these walls.

20. (a) Arunachal Pradesh 
 The river originates from the 

Kailash ranges of Himalayas 
at an elevation of 5300 M. 
After flowing through Tibet it 
enters India through Arunachal 
Pradesh and flows through 
Assam and Bangladesh before 
it joins Bay of Bengal. The 
catchments area of Brahmaputra 
in Tibet is 2, 93,000 Sq.
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(Q.21-Q.25):

Amid restricted judicial 
functioning owing to 
COVID-19 outbreak, the 
[1] Legal Services Authority 
organized its first e-Lok Adalat 
through video conference using 
different digital platforms.

This e-Lok Adalat was 
organized in all the districts 
of the state to achieve the goal 
of access to Justice for all and 
to help poor litigants tide over 
their financial problems and 
untold mental stress.

As per the information received 
from the districts:

5,757 cases were taken up by 
110 Benches in the day-long 
e-Lok Adalat at various courts:

4,273 cases were disposed of 

during the e-Lok Adalat.

An amount of Rs. 11,49,45,449 
was awarded as compensation/ 
settlement.

The cases taken up include civil 
cases, criminal cases, labor 
disputes, cases concerning 
electricity and water bills, land 
acquisition, family matters, 
cheque dishonour and bank 
recovery cases.

21. Fill [1] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Madhya Pradesh
 b) Rajasthan
 c) Himachal Pradesh
 d) Jammu and Kashmir

22. In the e-Lok Adalat, an 

online link would be sent 
byan Online Dispute 
Resolution platform  
recognized by Department 
of Justice for resolving 
disputes through video 
conferencing. What is its 
name?

 a) LAMA
 b) SAMA
 c) NAMA
 d) GAMA

23. Which of the fundamental 
rights enshrined in the 
constitution and make it 
compulsory for the State  
to guarantee equality 
before the law?

 a) Article 14 and 21

 b) Article 14 and 22(a)
 c) Article 14 and 23
 d) Article 14 and 24

24. Which of the following are 
the incorrect statements 
regarding lokadalats?

 a) Lok Adalats have 
been given statutory 
status

 b) Lok Adalat decision is 
not binding

 c) Litigants are free 
to initiate litigation 
by approaching the 
court of appropriate 
jurisdiction by filing a 
case

 d) There is no court 
fee payable when a 
matter is filed in a 
Lok Adalat

25. What are the nature of 
cases to be referred to Lok 
Adalat?

 1.  Any case pending 
before any court.

 2.  Any dispute which 
has not been brought 
before any court and 
is likely to be filed 
before the court.

 a) 1 only
 b) 2 only
 c) Both 1 and 2
 d) Neither 1 nor 2

21. (d) Jammu and Kashmir
 Amid restricted judicial 

functioning owing to COVID-19 
outbreak, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority organized its first 
e-Lok Adalat through video 
conference using different digital 
platforms.

22. (b) SAMA
 In the e-Lok Adalat, an 

online link would be sent by 
SAMA (an Online Dispute 
Resolution platform recognized 

by Department of Justice for 
resolving disputes through video 
conferencing) to the concerned 
parties and a judge would 
preside over the mediation 
process.

 Following the settlement, an 
OTP would be sent to them and 
on confirmation, the dispute 
would be settled.

23. (b) Article 14 and 22(a)
 Constitutional basis:
 Article 39A of the Constitution 

provides for free legal aid to the 

deprived and weaker sections 
of the society and to promote 
justice on the base of equal 
opportunity.

 Articles 14 and 22(1) of the 
Constitution also make it 
compulsory for the State to 
guarantee equality before the 
law. 

24. (b) Lok Adalat decision is not 
binding

 The decision made by the Lok 
Adalats is considered to be a 
verdict of a civil court and is 

ultimate and binding on all 
parties.

25. (c) Both 1 and 2 
 Nature of Cases to be referred to 

Lok Adalat:
 Any case pending before any 

court.
 Any dispute which has not been 

brought before any court and is 
likely to be filed before the court.

 Provided that any matter relating 
to an offence not compoundable 
under the law shall not be settled 
in Lok Adalat.
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(Q.26-Q.30):   

The Indian Ocean island of 
Mauritius declared a “state of 
environmental emergency” 
late Friday after a [1]-owned 
ship that ran aground offshore 
days ago began spilling tons 
of fuel. Prime Minister [2] 
announced the development as 
satellite images showed a dark 
slick spreading in the turquoise 
waters near environmental 
areas that the government 
called “very sensitive.” 
Mauritius has said the ship was 
carrying nearly 4,000 tons of 
fuel and cracks have appeared 
in its hull.

 [2] earlier in the day said his 
government was appealing to 
France for help, saying the spill 
“represents a danger” for the 
country of some 1.3 million 
people that relies heavily on 
tourism and has been hit hard 
by the effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Video posted online 
showed oily waters lapping at 
the shore as people murmured 
and peered at the ship in the 
distance. Online ship trackers 
showed the Panama-flagged 
bulk carrier had been en route 
from China to Brazil.

 Extracted with edits and 

revisions from the article of The 
Indian Express. 

26. Which of the following 
has been redacted by [1]?

 a) South Korean
 b) Chinese
 c) Japanese
 d) Brazilian

27. The Prime Minister’s 
name has been redacted 
by [2]. What is the name?

 a) Anerood Jugnauth
 b) Pravind Jugnauth
 c) Navin Ramgoolam
 d) Seewoosagur 

Ramgoolam

28. Near which of the 
following wetlands did the 
oil spill occur?

 a) Wasur National Park
 b) Kakadu Wetlands
 c) Blue Bay Marine Park 

Reserve
 d) Mekong Delta

29. Under the BUNKER 
Convention, the owners 
of vessels are responsible 
for damage caused by oil 
leaks. Since which year 
did this convention come 
into force?

 

a) 2005 
 b) 2006
 c) 2007 
 d) 2008

30. Which of the following 
is known as the largest 
known accidental oil spills 
in history?

 a) Persian Gulf War oil 
spill

 b) Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill

 c) Ambarnaya River oil 
spill

 d) The Ixtoc 1 Oil Spill

26.  (c)   Japanese
 The accident had been traced 

to a Japanese ship, anchored off 
the southern part of the island 
nation in the Indian Ocean. It 
had raised concerns over the 
ecological damage caused to 
the region. A Japanese ship 
named M V Wakashio, which is 
owned by Nagashiki Shipping 
and operated by Mitsui OSK 
Lines Ltd, struck a coral reef 
resulting in an oil spill of over 
1,000 tonnes into the Indian 
Ocean. The ship was carrying an 
estimated 4,000 tonnes of oil.

27. (b) Pravind Jugnauth
 Pravind Kumar Jugnauth is a 

Mauritian politician who is the 
Prime Minister of Mauritius. 
He has been the leader of the 

Militant Socialist Movement 
party since April 2003. He has 
held a number of ministerial 
portfolios and also been Leader 
of the Opposition.

28. (c) Blue Bay Marine Park 
Reserve

 The accident had taken place 
near two environmentally 
protected marine ecosystems 
and the Blue Bay Marine Park 
Reserve, which is a wetland of 
international importance. Blue 
Bay Marine park is essentially an 
underwater park which is home 
to many beautiful corals, fish and 
other underwater life. Located in 
the south-east of the island, Blue 
Bay was declared a national park 
in 1997 before being designated 
as a wetland site under the 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance in 
2008.

29. (d) 2008
 Under the International 

Convention on Civil Liability for 
Bunker Oil Pollution, 2001, the 
owners of vessels are responsible 
for damage caused by oil leaks. 
This convention, also known as 
BUNKER convention, came into 
force in 2008 and is administered 
by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO). The 
Convention was adopted to 
ensure that adequate, prompt, 
and effective compensation is 
available to persons who suffer 
damage caused by spills of oil, 
when carried as fuel in ships’ 
bunkers. 

30. (b) Deepwater Horizon oil spill
 The world’s largest known oil 

spill was not an accident. On 
August 2, 1990, Iraq’s leader, 
Saddam Hussein, ordered the 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait with the apparent aim 
of acquiring that nation’s large 
oil reserves, canceling a large 
debt Iraq owed Kuwait, and 
expanding Iraqi power in the 
region (see the Persian Gulf War 
article for more information).

 The largest accidental oil spill 
in history began in the Gulf of 
Mexico on April 20, 2010, after 
a surge of natural gas blasted 
through a cement well cap that 
had recently been installed 
to seal a well drilled by the 
Deepwater Horizon oil platform. 
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(Q.31-Q.35):   

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday 
demanded the Centre 
to include Chhattisgarhi 
language, mainly spoken in 
the state, in the [1] Schedule 
of the Constitution. In a letter 
addressed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Baghel made 
the demand and highlighted 
the significance of the 
language, a public relations 
department official said. It has 
been 20 years of the formation 
of Chhattisgarh as a state, but 
in terms of culture it has a 
separate identity in ancient 
history, the chief minister 
stated.

“Sub-dialects and some other 
languages are also prevalent 
in the state, but the majority 
of the people in the state use 
Chhattisgarhi as a language 
of communication along 
with other regional dialects,” 
Baghel said. Baghel further 
said that apart from Hindi, 
Chhattisgarhi has been 
adopted as the official language 
of the state. Chhattisgarhi 
RajbhashaDiwas is also 

observed on [2] every year 
in the state. Chhattisgarh 
Rajbhasha Aayog has also 
been constituted to promote 
and preserve the tradition 
and linguistic diversity of 
the state, he said. Baghel 
stated the Centre had earlier 
informed that the inclusion 
of Chhattisgarhi and other 
languages of the country in 
the Eighth Schedule is under 
consideration.

Extracted with edits and 
revisions from the article of 
The New Indian Express

31. Which of the following 
has been redacted by [1]?

 a) Sixth 
 b) Seventh
 c) Eighth
 d) Ninth

32. Jharkhand has also 
put forward its case to 
include 3 tribal languages 
in the 8th schedule. 
Which of the following 
are these 3? 

 a) Savara, Santali and 
Kuruk

 b) Ho, Mundari and 
Kuruk

 c) Ho, Santali and 
Kuruk

 d) Munndari, Savara 
and Ho

33. Recently the Delhi 
High Court had passed 
the judgment that the 
Government must 
translate the  [x]  
into all the 22 scheduled 
languages. What is [x]?

 a) Citizenship 
Amendment Act, 
2019

 b) Consumer Protection 
Act, 2019

 c) Draft Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
2020

 d) The Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights 
on Marriage) Act, 
2019

34. Which of the following 
articles of the Indian 
Constitution provides 
for the President to 
constitute a commission 
by order which shall 

consist of a Chairman 
and such other members 
representing the  different 
languages specified in 
the [1] Schedule as the 
President may appoint, 
and the order shall  
define the procedure 
to be followed by the 
Commission?

 a) Article 344(1)
 b) Article 347(1)
 c) Article 351
 d) Article 351(1)

35. Which of the following 
was the most recent 
addition to the [1] 
Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution?

 a) Urdu 
 b) Bodo
 c) Dogri 
 d) Nepali

31. (c) Eighth
 The Eighth Schedule to the 

Constitution of India lists 
the official languages of the 
Republic of India. At the time 
when the Constitution was 
enacted, inclusion in this list 
meant that the language was 
entitled to representation on the 
Official Languages Commission, 
and that the language would be 
one of the bases that would be 
drawn upon to enrich Hindi, 
the official language of the 
Union. There are 22 languages 
which are included in the 
Schedule.

32. (b) Ho, Mundari and Kuruk
 Chief minister Hemant Soren 

has written a letter to Union 
home minister Amit Shah 
demanding the inclusion 
of three tribal languages — 
Mundari, Ho and Kuruk — in 

the Eighth Schedule of the 
Constitution to the pave way for 
the promotion and development 
of these languages.

33. (c) Draft Environmental 
Impact Assessment 2020

 The Central government 
should consider amending 
the Official Languages Act of 
1963, to include scheduled 
languages other than Hindi 
and English as official language 
of the Government of India, 
the Supreme Court said. The 
court was hearing an appeal 
filed by the Centre against a 
judgment passed by the Delhi 
high court on June 30, directing 
the Centre to translate the 
draft Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Notification 
of 2020 into twenty-two 
scheduled languages.

34. (a) Article 344(1)

 Part XVII of the Indian 
constitution deals with the 
official languages in Articles 343 
to 351.

 Article 344(1) - The President 
shall, at the expiration of five 
years from the commencement 
of this Constitution and 
thereafter at the expiration 
of ten years from such 
commencement, by order 
constitute a Commission 
which shall consist of a 
Chairman and such other 
members representing the 
different languages specified 
in the English Schedule as 
the President may appoint, 
and the order shall define the 
procedure to be followed by the 
Commission

35. (c) Dogri
 The Eighth Schedule to the 

Constitution consists of the 

following 22 languages:(1) 
Assamese, (2) Bengali, (3) 
Gujarati, (4) Hindi, (5) 
Kannada, (6) Kashmiri, (7) 
Konkani, (8) Malayalam, 
(9) Manipuri, (10) Marathi, 
(11) Nepali, (12) Oriya, 
(13) Punjabi, (14) Sanskrit, 
(15) Sindhi, (16) Tamil, (17) 
Telugu, (18) Urdu (19) Bodo, 
(20) Santhali, (21) Maithili 
and (22) Dogri. Of these 
languages, 14 were initially 
included in the Constitution. 
Sindhi language was added by 
the 21st Amendment Act of 
1967.Konkani, Manipuri, and 
Nepali were included by the 
71st Amendment Act of 1992.
Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, and 
Santhali were added by 92nd 
Amendment Act of 2003.
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(Q.36-Q.40):   

In February, a government-
appointed committee had 
submitted its recommendations 
for implementation of [1] 
of the Assam Accord, a key 
provision that has been 
contentious for decades. Since 
then, the government has 
not made the report public. 
On Tuesday, with six months 
having passed, a few members 
of the panel — Arunachal 
Pradesh Advocate General 
Nilay Dutta and three members 
of All Assam Students’ Union 
(AASU)— released the report 
independently.

 Part of the Assam Accord that 
came at the culmination of a 
movement against immigration 
from Bangladesh, [1] reads: 
“Constitutional, legislative and 
administrative safeguards, as 
may be appropriate, shall be 
provided to protect, preserve 
and promote the cultural, 
social, linguistic identity and 
heritage of the Assamese 
people.” For recognition as 
citizens, the Accord sets [2] 
as the cutoff. Former Chief 
Minister Prafulla Mahanta, 
one of the signatories to the 
Assam Accord as then AASU 
president, explained to The 

Indian Express last year that 
immigrants up to the cutoff 
date would get all rights as 
Indian citizens. Therefore, 
he said, [1] was inserted to 
safeguard the socio-political 
rights and culture of the 
“indigenous people of Assam”.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Indian 
Express article

36. Which of the following 
has been redacted by [1]?

 a) Rule 6 
 b) Schedule 4
 c) Article 7 
 d) Clause 6

37. Which of the following 
dates has been redacted by 
[2]?

 a) 24 March 1971
 b) 24 April 1971
 c) 24 March 1972
 d) 24 April 1972

38. Who was the head of the 
committee on the [1] of 
the Assam Accord that 
submitted its report in  
February 2020?

 a) HimantaBiswaSarma
 b) Pijush Hazarika
 c) Rajdeep Roy
 d) Biplab Kumar Sarma

39. Which of the following 
was updated on the same 

cut-off date as the Assam 
Accord?

 a) NPR 
 b) Census
 c) CAA 
 d) NRC

40. As per the committee’s 
report what cut-off 
year has been taken for 
identifying people as the  
indigenous “Assamese 
people”?

 a) 1971 
 b) 1966
 c) 1957 
 d) 1951

36.  (d) Clause 6
 Clause 6 is one of the 

promises in the Assam 
Accord, a memorandum of 
settlement inked between 
the representatives of the All 
Assam Students Union, the 
Assam state government and 
the government of India. The 
accord brought to an end, six 
years of the Assam movement, 
an agitation in the state against 
undocumented immigrants. 
“Constitutional, legislative and 
administrative safeguards, as 
may be appropriate, shall be 
provided to protect, preserve 
and promote the cultural, social, 
linguistic identity and heritage of 
the Assamese people,” Clause 6 
reads.

37. (a) 24 March 1971
 Assam Accord arrived at the cut-

off of midnight March 24, 1971, 
to detect “illegal foreigners” — 
the NRC preparation in Assam 
uses the same cut-off — but the 
Accord did not define who all 
were eligible for the safeguards.

38. (d) Biplab Kumar Sarma
 Following widespread protests 

against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill, now an Act, 
in December and January, the 
government gave an urgent 
push to Clause 6 to pacify the 
Assamese community. Headed 
by retired High Court judge 
Biplab Kumar Sarma and 
including members of the legal 
fraternity, retired civil servants, 
scholars, journalists and AASU 

office-bearers, the committee 
was asked to fast-track its 
report. It submitted its report in 
February but the government 
did not make its contents public. 
Nilay Dutta and three AASU 
members independently made 
the contents public. 

39. (d) NRC
 During the Assam agitation, 

the demand was for detection 
and deportation of migrants 
who had illegally entered Assam 
after 1951. The Assam Accord, 
however, set the cutoff at March 
24, 1971. The National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) was updated 
based on this cutoff. 

40. (d) 1951
 The committee has proposed 

that the following be considered 

Assamese people for the purpose 
of Clause 6:

 All citizens of India who are part 
of:

 * Assamese community, residing 
in the Territory of Assam on or 
before January 1, 1951; or

 * Any indigenous tribal 
community of Assam residing 
in the territory of Assam on or 
before January 1, 1951; or

 * Any other indigenous 
community of Assam residing 
in the territory of Assam on or 
before January 1, 1951; or

 * All other citizens of India 
residing in the territory of Assam 
on or before January 1, 1951; and

 * Descendants of the above 
categories.
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(Q.41-Q.45): 

A recent study by [1] on 
the seizure and mortality of 
‘common leopards’ (Panthera 
pardusfusca) revealed that 
of the total of 747 leopard 
deaths between 2015-2019 
in India, 596 were linked 
to illegal wildlife trade and 
activities related to poaching. 
[1] is a leading wildlife trade 
monitoring network across the 
world and the paper has been 
authored by Saket Badola, 
head of the [1] office, and 
Astha Gautam.

The paper titled ‘‘SPOTTED’ 
in Illegal Wildlife Trade: A 
Peek into Ongoing Poaching 
and Illegal Trade of Leopards 
in India’ also said that the 
highest numbers of poaching 
incidents were reported from 
the States of [x] and [y]. 
During the period 2015 to 
2019, there were more than 
140 cases of seizures of leopard 
body parts in [x], and about 
19 incidents where the deaths 
of these cats could be directly 
linked to poaching. More than 
40 cases of seizure of leopard 
body parts and 16 cases of 
poaching were recorded from 
[y] between 2015 to 2019.

 Extracted with edits and 

revisions from The Hindu 
article.
 
41. Which of the following 

organizations has been 
redacted by [1]?

 a) WWF India
 b) Wildlife Trust of 

India
 c) TRAFFIC India
 d) Nature Conservation  

 Foundation 

42. What is the conservation 
status of the common 
leopards as recorded by 
the International Union 
of  Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN)?

 a) Least Concern
 b) Near Threatened
 c) Vulnerable
 d) Endangered

43. In which of the following 
years was the last formal 
of India’s leopards done?

 a) 2012 
 b) 2013
 c) 2014 
 d) 2015

 44. Which of the following 
states have been redacted 
by [x] and [y]?

 a) Uttarakhand and 
Maharashtra

 b) Maharashtra and 
Uttarakhand

 c) Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand

 d) Uttarakhand and 
Madhya Pradesh

45. India’s first snow leopard 
conservation centre is 
supposed to come up 
shortly. Where will the 
centre come up?

 a) Himachal Pradesh
 b) Uttarakhand
 c) Sikkim
 d) Assam

41. (c) TRAFFIC India  
 TRAFFIC came to India in 

1991, operating as a division of 
WWF-India. It has since worked 
closely with the National and 
the State Governments and 
various agencies to help study, 
monitor and influence action to 
curb illegal wildlife trade. After 
a brief hiatus in 2002, it resumed 
work once again in December 
2006. TRAFFIC is governed 
by the TRAFFIC Committee, 
a steering group composed of 
members of TRAFFIC’s partner 
organizations, WWF and IUCN. 
A central aim of TRAFFIC’s 
activities is to contribute to the 
wildlife trade-related priorities 

of these partners. TRAFFIC also 
works in close co-operation with 
the Secretariat of the Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES).

42. (c) Vulnerable
 Threatened by increasing habitat 

destruction and human-wildlife 
conflict around the country 
arising out of shrinking habitats 
and illegal trade, experts suggest 
that more emphasis should 
be given to the conservation 
of leopards. The conservation 
status of common leopards was 
elevated from ‘Near Threatened’ 
in 2008 to ‘Vulnerable’ in 2015 
by the International Union of 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
A vulnerable species is a species 
which has been categorized 
by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature as 
likely to become endangered 
unless the circumstances that 
are threatening its survival and 
reproduction improve.

43. (c) 2014
 The last formal census on India’s 

leopards was conducted in 2014, 
which estimated the population 
between 12,000 and 14,000. 
The results of a recent census of 
leopard sightings are likely to 
be released soon by the Wildlife 
Institute of India.

44. (a) Uttarakhand & Maharashtra

 Of the total of 747 leopard 
deaths between 2015-2019 in 
India, 596 were linked to illegal 
wildlife trade and activities 
related to poaching. The highest 
numbers of poaching incidents 
were reported from the States of 
Uttarakhand and Maharashtra.

45. (b) Uttarakhand
 Uttarakhand state forest 

department will open India’s first 
conversation centre for snow 
leopards in Uttarakashi district 
soon. The centre will come up 
at Lanka in Bhairoghhati area of 
Uttarkashi forest division. The 
decision will help to conserve the 
precious species.
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(Q.46-Q.50):   

In a move timed with the first 
anniversary of the abrogation 
of Article 370, which granted 
special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir, the Pakistan 
government on Tuesday 
unveiled its new official 
political map that included the 
whole of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Siachen, Sir Creek in Kutch, 
and surprisingly – Junagadh. 
The Government of India 
promptly dismissed Pakistan’s 
new political map as “an 
exercise in political absurdity”, 
adding that “ridiculous 
assertions have neither legal 
validity nor international 
credibility”.

Islamabad’s claim over Jammu 
and Kashmir is its proverbial 
raison d’etre, while the Sir 
Creek dispute has continued 
despite an international 
tribunal in [1] resolving the 
larger border claims in Kutch. 
In addition, India and Pakistan 
have also fought a war over 
the control of Siachen in 1984. 
The addition of Junagarh – a 
princely state in British India – 
and Sir Creek in the new map 
evoked a sharp reaction from 
the state government of [2].

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions of the Deccan 
Chronicle article.
 
46. Which of the following 

years has been redacted by 
[1]?

 a) 1965 
 b) 1966
 c) 1967 
 d) 1968

47. What is the original name 
of Sir Creek region?

 a) Ban Ganga
 b) Wain Ganga
 c) Saraswati
 d) Sihadri

 48. Which of the following 
states/UT has been 

redacted by [2]?
 a) Punjab
 b) Rajasthan
 c) Gujarat
 d) Jammu and Kashmir

49. Who out of the following 
was the last ruler of 
Junagadh?

 a) Muhammad Mahabat 
Khan III

 b) Muhammad 
DilawarKhanji

 c) Muhammad Rasul 

Khanji Babi
 d) Muhammad Bahadur 

Khanji III

50. Who out of the following 
was the Dewan of the last 
Nawab of Junagadh?

 a) Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
 b) Shah Nawaz Bhutto
 c) Bilawal Bhutto
 d) Benazir Bhutto

46.  (d)  1968  
 The Sir Creek Region is a 

highly contested region of India 
and Pakistan. The matter was 
referred to UNCLOS or the 
United Nations Convention on 
Law of the Sea. The verdict of the 
tribunal came in 1968 which saw 
Pakistan getting 10% of its claim 
of 9,000 km (3,500 sq. miles).

47. (a) Ban Ganga  
 Sir Creek is a 96-km strip of 

water disputed between India 
and Pakistan in the Rann of 
Kutch marshlands. Originally 
named Ban Ganga, Sir Creek 
is named after a British 
representative. The Creek 
opens up in the Arabian Sea 
and roughly divides the Kutch 
region of Gujarat from the Sindh 
Province of Pakistan.

48. (c) Gujarat
 Junagadh is in Gujarat.

49. (a) Muhammad Mahabat Khan 
III

 Sir Muhammad MahabatKhanji 
III Rasul Khanji, was the last 
ruling Nawab of Junagadh of 
the princely state of Junagadh in 
British India/India from 1911 to 
1948. 

50. (a) Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
 In May 1947, the Dewan-ship of 

the state changed hands through 
palace intrigue to a Muslim 

Leaguer from Karachi, Shah 
Nawaz Bhutto (his son Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto would become the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan). 
Under his influence, the Nawab 
decided to accede to Pakistan on 
August 15, though he had earlier 
given the impression that the 
future of his Kathiawari state lay 
in joining India. 
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(Q.51-Q.57): 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed Chief 
Secretaries states to periodically 
monitor the rejuvenation of the 
Ganga, while observing that 
it was a “pity” that pollutants 
were still being discharged 
into the river despite several 
directions of various courts.

A Bench headed by NGT 
chief Justice Adarsh Kumar 
Goel said, “We also feel that 
there should be periodic joint 
meetings of Chief Secretaries 
of the States concerned to 
consider vital issues like 
pooling of human resources 
and sharing best practices 
for rejuvenation of Ganga, 

particularly preventing 
discharge of sewage and other 
pollutants therein directly 
or in its tributaries or drains 
connected thereto.”

Stating that a holistic approach 
for rejuvenation of the river 
was required, the Bench said, 
“It is a pity that even after 
constant monitoring by the 
Supreme Court for 34 years and 
by this Tribunal for six years, 
46 years after enactment of the 
Water Act – making discharge 
of pollutants in waterbodies a 
criminal offence – pollutants 
continue to be discharged in 
the most holy river.”

51. What is the aim of 
NamamiGange?

 a) Pollution abetment of 
Ganga river only

 b) Ecology improvement 
of Ganga and its 
tributaries

 c) Pollution of Ganga 
and its tributaries

 d) Both b and c

52. Recently,which 
international institution 
has approved 5 year loan 
to NamamiGange Project?

 a) IMF 
 b) World Bank
 c) ADB 
 d) EU Bank

53. When did NamamiGange 
Project started?

 a) 2012 b) 2013
 c) 2014 d) 2015

54. In which of the following 
states Ganga does not 
flow?

 a) Himachal Pradesh
 b) Uttarakhand
 c) Bihar
 d) Jharkhand

55. ________ app ensures 
involvement of the public 
in monitoring of pollution 
entering into the river  
Ganga.

 a) Clean Ganga App
 b) Bhuvan -Ganga Web  

 App
 c) Ganga Action App
 d) Ganga Rejuvenation 

App

56. When was NGT 
established?

 a) 2010 b) 2013
 c) 2014 d) 2017

57. Where is the principle 
bench of NGT located?

 a) Chennai 
 b) Pune
 c) Kolkata 
 d) Delhi

51. (d) Both b and c
 NamamiGange mission is 

an integrated mission for 
pollution abatement as well as 
improvement in ecology and 
flow of Ganga and its tributaries. 
So, it is both Nirmal and 
AviralDhara we want to achieve.

52. (b) World Bank
 Recently, the World Bank has 

approved a five year loan (for the 
second phase) to the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG) or NamamiGange 
Project worth Rs.3,000 crore to 
help stem pollution in the Ganga 
river basin.

 So far, 313 projects worth 
Rs. 25,000 crore have been 
sanctioned under the mission.

53. (c) 2014
 NamamiGangeProgramme is 

an Integrated Conservation 
Mission, approved as a ‘Flagship 
Programme’ by the Union 
Government in June 2014 to 

accomplish the twin objectives 
of effective abatement of 
pollution and conservation and 
rejuvenation of National River 
Ganga

54. (a) Himachal Pradesh
 States where Ganga flows – 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal.

55. (b) Bhuvan -Ganga Web App
 Ganga Action Plan: It was the 

first River Action Plan that 
was taken up by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change in 1985, to 
improve the water quality by 
the interception, diversion, and 
treatment of domestic sewage.

 The National River Conservation 
Plan is an extension to the Ganga 
Action Plan. It aims at cleaning 
the Ganga river under Ganga 
Action Plan phase-2.

 National River Ganga Basin 
Authority (NRGBA): It was 
formed by the Government of 

India in the year 2009 under 
Section-3 of the Environment 
Protection Act, 1986.

 It declared the Ganga as the 
‘National River’ of India.

 Clean Ganga Fund: In 2014, 
it was formed for cleaning up 
of the Ganga, setting up of 
waste treatment plants, and 
conservation of biotic diversity 
of the river.

 Bhuvan-Ganga Web App: It 
ensures involvement of the 
public in monitoring of pollution 
entering into the river Ganga.

 Ban on Waste Disposal: In 2017, 
the National Green Tribunal 
banned the disposal of any waste 
in the Ganga

56. (a) 2010
 The legislate Act of Parliament 

defines the National Green 
Tribunal Act, 2010 as follows:

 An Act to provide for the 
establishment of a National 
Green Tribunal for the effective 

and expeditious disposal of 
cases relating to environmental 
protection and conservation 
of forests and other natural 
resources including enforcement 
of any legal right relating to 
environment and giving relief 
and compensation for damages 
to persons and property and for 
matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto

57. (d) Delhi
 The Principal Bench of the NGT 

is in New Delhi. It has regional 
benches in Pune (West), Bhopal 
(Central), Chennai (South) and 
Kolkata (East). Each Bench 
has a specified geographical 
jurisdiction in a region. Further, 
mechanism for circuit benches 
are also available. For example, 
the Southern Zone bench, which 
is based in Chennai, can decide 
to have sittings in other places 
like Bangalore or Hyderabad.
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(Q58-Q63): 

The Indian government will 
propose a World Solar Bank 
during the next assembly of 
International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) scheduled to be held in [x].

The proposed financing agency 
is aimed to pool resources from 
across the globe and use them 
to fund solar power projects in 
ISA member countries.

The proposed capital size of 
the World Solar Bank would be 
$10 billion. ISA officials said 
the country that would request 
to host the headquarters of the 
bank would have to contribute 
30 per cent of the proposed 
capital. “A global competition 
would be held among the 
member countries to decide 
who will have the bank’s 
headquarters,” said the ISA 
official.

They also said there was no 
decision on banning Chinese 
companies from participating 
in the tender floated by ISA for 
several renewable energy and 
energy-efficiency projects.

Upendra Tripathy, director 
general, ISA, said: “We 
follow the global tender 
norms stipulated by the 
United Nations. The rules 
do not prevent anyone from 
participating. The focus, 
however, would remain on 
lowering the cost.”
58. According to the recent 

amendment who all are 
eligible to be the members 
of ISA?

 a) Tropical and 
Temperate region 
countries

 b) Tropical and Polar 

region countries
 c) Countries which can 

generate half of their 
requirement through 
solar power

 d) Anyone can join it

59. During COP21 which 
country President along 
with India has launched 
ISA?

 a) Italy 
 b) UK
 c) France 
 d) Australia

60. Where is the headquarter 
of ISA is located?

 a) Gurugram 
 b) New York
 c) Venice 
 d) Geneva

61. Till now, ___________ 
countries have signed the 
Framework Agreement of 
the ISA.

 a) 32 b) 49
 c) 62 d) 87

62. Fill [x] with a suitable 
option.

 a) September 
 b) October
 c) November  
 d) December

63. First assembly of ISA took 
place in:

 a) 2016 
 b) 2017
 c) 2018 
 d) 2019

58.  (d)  Anyone can join it 
 All members of the United 

Nations can join the 
International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) under the recently 
amended ISA Framework 
Agreement, said the Ministry of 
External Affairs.

59. (c) France  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and French President Emmanuel 
Macron had launched the 
International Solar Alliance 

during COP21 in Paris aiming to 
contribute to the implementation 
of the Paris Climate Agreement 
through rapid and massive 
deployment of solar energy.

60. (a) Gurugram
 It is headquartered in India.In 

January 2016, Narendra Modi, 
and the then French President 
François Hollande jointly laid 
the foundation stone of the ISA 
Headquarters and inaugurated 
the interim Secretariat at the 

National Institute of Solar 
Energy (NISE) in Gwal Pahari, 
Gurugram, India.

61. (d)  87
 Till now, 87 countries have 

signed the Framework 
Agreement of the ISA and of 
these 67 have deposited their 
instruments of ratification. 

62. (b) October
 The Indian government will 

propose a World Solar Bank 
during the next assembly of 

International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) scheduled to be held in 
October. 

63. (c) 2018
 Since the first assembly on 3rd 

October 2018, ISA has initiated 
many activities and programmes.

 For building domestic capacity 
of the ISA member countries 
programmes such as STAR - C 
Programme, development of 
the Infopedia etc. have been 
launched.
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(Q64-Q69): 

The 1947 agreement among 
India, Nepal and the [x] that 
deals with the military service 
of Gorkha soldiers has become 
“redundant,” Foreign Minister 
of Nepal Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali said on Friday.

In an online interaction 
organised by the Nepal Institute 
of International Relations, the 
Minister dealt with various 
aspects of India-Nepal ties and 
said India should respond to 
Nepal’s request for talks on the 
Kalapani dispute to prevent the 
issue from impacting people-
to-people relations.

“Gorkha recruitment is a legacy 
of the past. It was on the one 
hand the first window that was 
opened to Nepali youth to go 
abroad. It helped create a lot of 
jobs for the society in the past. 
In the changed context some of 
those provisions have become 
questionable. At least tripartite 
agreement of 1947 has become 
redundant,” said Mr. Gyawali 
answering a question. He 
spoke of a possible “bilateral” 
arrangement with India 
regarding the Gorkha soldiers.

“During his official visit to the 
[x] last year, Prime Minister 

[y] had formally raised the 
question about the tripartite 
agreement and the bilateral 
deal with the [x] and India

64. Fill [1] with a suitable 
option.

 a) USA 
 b) Germany
 c) China 
 d) UK

65. Gurkha War was ended 
in:

 a) 1800 
 b) 1816
 c) 1850 

 d) 1910

66. What is Kalapani issue?
 a) China claimed the 

Kalapani territories 
from Nepal

 b) Nepal published 
a new map and 
included disputed 
territories of Kalapani 
region

 c) India and Nepal LoC 
is present in Kalapani 
region

 d) Many soldiers died 
in the rampage took 
place in Kalapani 
district

67. Lipulekh is a Himalayan 
pass on the border 
between India’s _______ 
state and the Tibet region 
of  China, near their 
trijunction with Nepal.

 a) Himachal Pradesh
 b) Uttarakhand
 c) Jammu and Kashmir
 d) Sikkim

68. In 2015, Gurkhas 
completed how many 
years of service in [x] 
army?

 a) 100 
 b) 150
 c) 200 
 d) 250

69. Fill [y] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Jhala Nath Kanal
 b) Madhav Kumar Nepal
 c) KP Sharma Oli
 d) Sher Bahadur Deoba

64. (d) UK
 Recently, the Nepal’s Foreign 

Minister has said that the 1947 
Tripartite Agreement between 
India, Nepal and the United 
Kingdom (that deals with the 
military service of Gurkha 
soldiers from Nepal) has become 
redundant.

 He also said that Nepal would 
prefer to handle the matter 
bilaterally with India and the 
United Kingdom.

65. (b) 1816
 In 1947, when India became 

independent, it was decided to 
split Gurkha regiments between 
the British and Indian armies.

 From the first quarter of the 
19th century, Gurkhas had 

served under the British, first 
in the armies of the East India 
Company, and then the British 
Indian Army.

 East India Company first 
recruited Gurkhas after suffering 
heavy casualties during the 
Anglo-Nepalese War also known 
as the Gurkha War. The war 
ended with the signing of the 
Treaty of Sugauli in 1816.

66. (b) Nepal published a new 
map and included disputed 
territories of Kalapani region

 The objection from Nepal 
regarding the Gurkhas serving in 
the Indian military has become 
prominent in the backdrop of 
Nepal-India territorial dispute 
over the Kalapani region of 

Pithoragarh district that Nepal 
claims as its own.

 Nepal has responded by 
publishing a new map that 
included the disputed territories 
of Kalapani region.

67. (b)Uttarakhand
 Lipulekh is a Himalayan pass 

on the border between India’s 
Uttarakhand state and the 
Tibet region of China, near 
their trijunction with Nepal. 
Nepal has ongoing claims to the 
southern side of the pass, called 
Kalapani territory, which is 
controlled by India

68. (c) 200
 After the 1947 Tripartite 

Agreement, the British Army 
amalgamated the Gurkha 

regiment into combined Royal 
Gurkha Rifles (RGR). Currently, 
the Gurkhas comprise up to 3% 
of the British Army. In 2015 they 
completed 200 years of service in 
British Army.

69. (c) KP Sharma Oli
 Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, 

more commonly known as K. 
P. Sharma Oli, is a Nepalese 
politician and the current Prime 
Minister of Nepal. Oli previously 
served as prime minister from 
11 October 2015 to 3 August 
2016 and was the first elected 
prime minister under the newly 
adopted Constitution of Nepal.
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(Q.70-Q.75):   

Five [x]-made jet fighters 
arrived in India on Wednesday, 
the first of 36 New Dehli 
ordered as it moves to upgrade 
its air force amid a spike in 
tensions with China.

“The Birds have landed safely 
in [y],” Indian Defense Minister 
Rajnath Singh tweeted. “The 
touchdown of Rafale combat 
aircrafts in India marks the 
beginning of a new era in our 
military history.”

Singh said the twin-engine, 
multirole fighters would 
“revolutionize” the Indian Air 
Force (IAF). Ordered in 2016, 
they come in one-seat or two-
seat versions and can be armed 
with air-to-air, air-to-ground 
and anti-ship missiles as well as 
a 30mm cannon.

“This aircraft has very good 
flying performance and its 
weapons, radar and other 
sensors and electronic warfare 
capabilities are among the 
best in the world. Its arrival in 
India will make the IAF much 
stronger to deter any threat that 
may be posed on our country,” 
Singh is quoted as saying in a 
government press release.

70. Fill [x] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Russian 
 b) South Korean
 c) American 
 d) French

71. Fill [y] with a suitable 
option.

 a) Ludhiana
 b) Ambala
 c) Bathinda
 d) Amritsar

72. The Rafales are India’s 
first major acquisition of 
fighter planes in 23 years 
after the Sukhoi jets were  
imported from:

 a) USA 
 b) Japan
 c) Russia 
 d) Germany

73. Who is the manufacturer 
of Rafale?

 a) Airbus Defense and  
 Space

 b) Lockheed Martin
 c) Boeing
 d) Dassault Aviation

74. First batch of Rafale 
jets contain how many 
aircrafts?

 a) 3 
 b) 5
 c) 10 
 d) 12

75. Which of the following 
are the fighter aircrafts of 
India?

 a) Dhruv 
 b) Rudra
 c) Shakti 
 d) Tejas

70.  (d)   French  
71. (b) Ambala  
 Recently, Indian Air Force (IAF) 

has received its first batch (5 out 
of 36) of French Rafale aviation 
combat aircraft at Ambala Air 
base (Haryana).

72. (c) Russia  
 The Rafales are India’s first major 

acquisition of fighter planes in 23 
years after the Sukhoi jets were 

imported from Russia.
73. (d) Dassault Aviation
 Introduced in 2001, the Rafale 

is a French twin-engine and 
multirole fighter aircraft 
designed and built by Dassault 
Aviation being produced for 
both the French Air Force and 
for carrier-based operations in 
the French Navy. 

74. (b) 5

 First batch consisted of 5 
aircrafts.

75. (d)  Tejas
 Dhruv — (in production) 

Advanced Light Helicopter 
(350+ built)

 Rudra — (in production) Attack 
helicopter (70+ built)

 The HAL Tejas is an Indian 
single-engine, fourth-generation, 
multirole light fighter 

designed by the Aeronautical 
Development Agency (ADA) 
in collaboration with Aircraft 
Research and Design Centre 
(ARDC)[10] of Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for 
the Indian Air Force and Indian 
Navy.
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(Q.76-Q.80):

The United Kingdom is 
considering minting a coin 
to commemorate Mahatma 
Gandhi’s contribution to India’s 
freedom struggle, Reuters 
reported on Sunday. “The Royal 
Mint Advisory Committee is 
currently considering a coin to 
commemorate Gandhi,” the UK 
Treasury said.

Finance Minister Rishi Sunak 
has asked the Royal Mint 
Advisory Committee to 
recognise the contributions 
of the Black, Asian and other 
minority ethnic communities.

76. Before Gandhiji, how 
many non- white persons 
were on British Currency?

 a) No one 
 b) One
 c) Two 
 d) Three

77. Fill [x] with a suitable 
option.

 a) 1820 
 b) 1850
 c) 1869 

 d) 1888

78. In UK, India Museum 
___________ is located 
in:

 a) Bristol 
 b) London
 c) Glasgow 
 d) Edinburgh

79. In which year, Gandhiji 

first time visited UK?
 a) 1850 
 b) 1888
 c) 1898 
 d) 1903

80. Recently Mahatma 
Gandhi’s gold rimmed 
spectacles were auctioned 
at what amount?

 

a) £250,000 
 b) £260,000
 c) £270,000 
 d) £280,000

76. (a)  No one
 Gandhi will be the first 

non-white person on British 
currency.

77. (c) 1869
 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 

was born on October 2, 1869, at 
Porbandar, in the present-day 
Indian state of Gujarat.

78. (b) London
 The India Museum was dissolved 

in 1879. Most of the collection 
went to the British Museum, 
Kew Gardens and the South 
Kensington Museum, where the 
Indian section was opened in 
1880; it was known as the India 
Museum until 1945.

79. (b) 1888
 On the afternoon of 27 October 

1888, Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, a shy 18-year-old, 
stepped foot on British soil for 
the first time, after a long sea 
voyage from Bombay.

80. (b) £260,000
 A pair of gold-rimmed 

spectacles believed to be once 
worn by Mahatma Gandhi were 
sold in an auction for £260,000 
(over Rs 2.5 crore) in the UK 
on Friday, four weeks after they 
were first discovered sticking 
out of a letter box outside the 
auction house, BBC reported.
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(Q.81-Q90): 

The draft EIA Notification 
2020 proposed by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change has met with 
massive opposition. The 2020 
draft offers no remedy for 
the political and bureaucratic 
stronghold on the EIA process, 
and thereby on industries. 
Instead, it proposes to bolster 
the government’s discretionary 
power while limiting public 
engagement in safeguarding the 
environment.

While projects concerning 
national Defense and security 
are naturally considered 
strategic, the government gets 
to decide on the “strategic” tag 
for other projects. The 2020 
draft says no information 
on “such projects shall be 
placed in the public domain”. 
This opens a window for 
summary clearance for any 
project deemed strategic 
without having to explain why. 
Additionally, the new draft 
exempts a long list of projects 
from public consultation. For 
example, linear projects such as 
roads and pipelines in border 
areas will not require any public 
hearing. The ‘border area’ is 
defined as “area falling within 
100 kilometres aerial distance 
from the Line of Actual Control 
with bordering countries of 
India.” That would cover much 
of the Northeast, the repository 
of the country’s richest 
biodiversity.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Indian 
Express
 
81. The new EIA seeks to 

replace the existing EIA 
notification drafted in -

 a) 1996 
 b) 2001
 c) 2006 
 d) 2010

82. The concept of EIA is an 
outcome of -  

 a) The Paris Agreement
 b) Kyoto Protocol
 c) Earth Summit
 d) Montreal Protocol

83. The EIA 2020 drafts 
creates an ex-post-facto 
clearance route. What 
does that mean?

 a) Many projects 
won’t need any EIA 
clearence

 b) Clearence for projects 
can be awarded even 
if they have started 
construction

 c) Both a and b
 d) Neither a nor b

84. According to the new 
draft, which of the 
following constructions 
is/are not exempted from 
EIA?

 a) Inland waterways 
projects

 b) Expansion/widening 
of national highways

 c) Building construction 
projects of built-
up area exceeding 

1,50,000 sq m
 d) All of the above

85. The EIA 2020 draft defines 
‘border area’ as “area 
falling within [x] aerial 
distance from the Line 
of  Actual Control with 
bordering countries of 
India.” What is [x]?

 a) 50 km 
 b) 75 km
 c) 100 km 
 d) 150 km

86. Which of the following 
sections of the 
Environment Protection 
Act, 1986 provides for the 
issue of EIA notification?

 a) 1 
 b) 2
 c) 3 
 d) 4

87. For which of the 
following projects does 
the 2020 draft say that 
no information will be 
published to  the 
public for these projects?

 a) Strategic projects
 b) Exempted projects

 c) Both a and b
 d) Neither a nor b

88. The 2006 notification 
required that the project 
proponent submit a report 
every six months,  
showing that they 
are carrying out their 
activities as per the terms 
on which permission has 
been given. Which of the 
following requirements 
regarding this has been 
provided in the 2020 
Draft?

 a) The promoter will 
have to submit report 
twice every year

 b) The promoter will 
have to submit report 
once every year

 c) The promoter will 
have to submit report 
once every two years

 d) The promoter will 
have to submit report 
twice every three 
years

89. The public consultation 
time period was reduced 
from 30 days to 20 days 
for the 2020 draft till  June 
30. Which of the following 
courts extended the 
deadline to August 11?

 a) Supreme Court
 b) Delhi High Court
 c) Calcutta High Court
 d) Bombay High Court

90. In which of the following 
cases did the Delhi High 
Court considered EIAs as 
a part of participatory  
justice in which the voice 
is given to the voiceless 
and it is like a Jan Sunwai, 
where the community is 
the jury?

 a) Samarth Trust Case
 b) Sheela Barse Case
 c) Prem Singh Case
 d) T.M.A. Pai Case
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81. (c) 2006  
  The 1994 EIA notification was 

replaced with a modified draft 
in 2006. Earlier this year, the 
government redrafted it again 
to incorporate the amendments 
and relevant court orders issued 
since 2006, and to make the EIA 
“process more transparent and 
expedient.” The new EIA thus 
seeks to replace this.

82. (c) Earth Summit  
 The EIA process is an outcome 

of the 1992 Rio Declaration, 
which says that environmental 
issues are best handled through 
the participation of all concerned 
citizens and that states must 
provide an opportunity to 
citizens to participate in 
decision-making processes.

83. (b) Clearence for projects can 
be awarded even if they have 
started construction

 The new draft allows for post-
facto approval for projects. It 
means that the clearances for 
projects can be awarded even if 
they have started construction 
or have been running phase 
without securing environmental 
clearances. This also means 
that any environmental 
damage caused by the project 
is likely to be waived off as the 
violations get legitimised. As 
the only remedy would be to 
impose a fine or punishment; 
but that would not reverse the 
detrimental consequences on 
the environment. Post facto 
approval is the derogation of 
the fundamental principles of 
environmental jurisprudence 
and violation of the 
“precautionary principle,” which 
is a principle of environmental 
sustainability. In 2017, post-facto 
clearance given to projects in 
Tamil Nadu was struck down by 
the Madras high court. 

84. (c) Building construction 
projects of built-up area 
exceeding 1,50,000 sq m

 The new draft exempts a long 
list of projects from public 
consultation. For example, 
linear projects such as roads and 
pipelines in border areas will not 
require any public hearing. All 
inland waterways projects and 
expansion/widening of national 
highways — two focus areas of 
the government and championed 

by Nitin Gadkari, the minister in 
charge of the sectors concerned 
— will be exempt from prior 
clearance. These include roads 
that cut through forests and 
dredging of major rivers. The 
2020 draft also exempts most 
building construction projects 
of built-up area up to 1,50,000 
sq m. This is a reiteration of 
the Environment Ministry’s 
December 2016 notification that 
was set aside by the National 
Green Tribunal in December 
2017.

85. (c) 100 km
 The ‘border area’ is defined 

as “area falling within 100 
kilometres aerial distance from 
the Line of Actual Control with 
bordering countries of India.” 
That would cover much of the 
Northeast, the repository of the 
country’s richest biodiversity.

86. (c) 3
 An EIA notification is issued 

under Section 3 of the 
Environment Protection Act, 
1986, to impose restrictions 
on setting up new projects or 
expansion or modernisation of 
existing projects. The section 
stipulates that such measures 
must benefit the environment.

87. (a) Strategic projects
 While projects concerning 

national Defense and security 
are naturally considered 
strategic, the government gets to 
decide on the “strategic” tag for 
other projects. The 2020 draft 
says no information on “such 
projects shall be placed in the 
public domain”. This opens a 
window for summary clearance 
for any project deemed strategic 
without having to explain why.

88. (b) The promoter will have to 
submit report once every year 
The 2006 notification required 
that the project proponent 
submit a report every six 
months, showing that they are 
carrying out their activities 
as per the terms on which 
permission has been given.
However, the new draft requires 
the promoter to submit a report 
only once every year.During 
this period, certain irreversible 
environmental, social or health 
consequences of the project 
could go unnoticed because of 
the extended reporting time.

89. (a) Supreme Court
 Delhi High Court extended 

till August 11 the deadline 
for public feedback on the 

draft Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Notification 
2020. This was after the 
government had changed the 
deadline from August 10 to June 
30. The Covid-19 emergency 
had delayed the publication 
of the draft in the Gazette by 
19 days. So, when thousands 
emailed to seek an extension 
to the mandatory 60-day 
window for public feedback, 
the Environment Ministry top 
brass thought it fit to allow 
another 60 days until August 
10. But Environment Minister 
Prakash Javadekar set the new 
deadline on June 30, limiting 
the extension to only 20 days. 
This did not go down well with 
activists who have been pushing 
for the draft’s withdrawal 
altogether. Activists moved 
court, leading to the extension 
on Tuesday.

90. (a) Samarth Trust Case
 In the Samarth Trust Case, the 

Delhi high court had considered 
EIAs- a part of participatory 
justice in which the voice is 
given to the voiceless and it is 
like a Jan Sunwai, where the 
community is the jury.
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(Q91-Q95): 

Lasting peace in Nagaland 
remains as elusive as ever. 
There have been many twists 
and turns in the road to the 
Naga peace process, and one 
such twist was added by some 
influential Naga insurgent 
groups when they accused 
Nagaland governor [1] of 
creating tensions among the 
parties involved in the ongoing 
peace talks, asking for his 
removal as the interlocutor.

 Last month, six militants 
belonging to the National 
Socialist Council of Nagalim 
(Isak-Muivah), or NSCN-IM, 
were killed in a gun battle with 
security forces in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Longding district. A 
few days before this incident, 
[1] had written a strongly 
worded letter to Nagaland 
Chief Minister [2], asserting 
the governor’s constitutional 
powers under [x] of the Indian 
Constitution with respect 
to Nagaland. Expressing his 
annoyance over the culture of 
extortion and the collapse of 
law and order in Nagaland, 
Ravi had mentioned the 
“unrestrained depredations” 
by organised armed gangs 
who run their own parallel 
administrations and collect so-
called taxes from the people.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from articles of The 
Print.
91. Who out of the following 

has been redacted by [1]?
 a) Brig. (Dr.) B. D.   

 Mishra (Retd.)
 b) Shri Phagu Chauhan
 c) Shri R. N. Ravi
 d) Shri Ramesh Bais

92. Who out of the following 
has been redacted by [2]?

 a) Shri Pema Khandu
 b) Shri N. Biren Singh
 c) Shri Conrad    

 KongkalSangma
 d) Shri Neiphiu Rio

93.  [x] means the article of 
the Indian Constitution 
that provides for the 

special provisions for  
Nagaland. What is [x]?

 a) Article 371 A
 b) Article 371 B
 c) Article 371 C
 d) Article 371 D

 94. In which of the following 
years was the Naga Peace 
Accord signed?

 a) 2012 
 b) 2014
 c) 2015 
 d) 2018

95. In which of the following 

accords did the Naga 
National Council (NNC) 
leadership agreed to give 
up arms?

 a) Naga Agreement
 b) Shillong Agreement
 c) 1997 Ceasefire 

Agreement
 d) Nagalim Accord

91.  (c) Shri R. N. Ravi  
Shri R. N. Ravi is the Governor 
of Nagaland and also the 
interlocutor for the Naga Peace 
Talks.

92. (d) Shri Neiphiu Rio  
 Shri Neiphiu Rio is the Chief 

Minister of Nagaland.
93. (a) Article 371 A
 Article 371A of the Constitution 

mainly states that no act 
of Parliament would apply 
to the state of Nagaland in 
matter relating to religious 
or social practices of Nagas, 
Naga customary law and 
procedure, administration 
of civil or criminal justice 
involving decisions according 
to Naga customary law and 

ownership and transfer of land 
and its resources. The Legislative 
Assembly of Nagaland must 
pass a resolution for an act 
to be applicable to the state. 
The governor is given special 
responsibilities with respect to 
law and order in the state as well. 

94. (c) 2015
 The Naga Peace Accorde was 

signed in 2015.
95. (b) Shillong Agreement
 Shillong Accord (1975): A peace 

accord was signed in Shillong 
in which the NNC leadership 
agreed to give up arms. However, 
several leaders refused to accept 
the agreement, which led to the 
split of NNC.
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(Q.96-Q100): 

Several community-based 
organi-zations (CBOs) and 
student unions in Arunachal 
Prdesh urged the government 
to bring the entire state under 
the ambit of the [1]. The 
organizations also said that a 
high-level expert committee 
be formed to look into the 
demand for the [1]. The 
demands from the CBOs came 
during a consultative meeting 
held at the DorjeeKhandu State 
Convention Centre here, which 
was chaired by Deputy Chief 
Minister Chowna Mein.

The meeting was called to 
discuss and come out with 
a possible solution to the 
demand for creating Mon 
Autonomous Region (MAR) 
comprising Tawang and West 
Kameng districts and Patkai 
Autonomous Council (PAC) 
with TirapChanglang and 
Longding districts. Issues 
related to constitutional 
safeguards for the indigenous 
people of the state were also 
discussed in the meeting. The 
meeting witnessed several 
organizations opposing 
the demand for creation 
of autonomous councils 
while some supported the 
development.

[1] has [x] states included in 
itself.

Extracted with edits and 
revisions from the Arunachal 
Times

 96. Which of the following 
has been redacted by [1]?

 a) Sixth Schedule
 b) Seventh Schedule
 c) Ninth Schedule
 d) Tenth Schedule

97. The number of states 
included in the [1] has 
been redacted by [x]. 
What is [x]?

 a) 3 
 b) 4
 c) 5 

 d) 6
 98. Which of the following 

committees had 
recommended for the 
formation of [1]?

 a) Bordoloi Committee
 b) Sen Committee
 c) Abid Hussain   

 Committee
 d) Athreya Committee

99. How many autonomous 
districts are there in the 
[1]?

 a) 8 
 b) 9
 c) 10 
 d) 12

100. Which of the following 
deals with the formation 
of the Tribes Advisory 
Council?

 a) Second Schedule
 b) Third Schedule
 c) Fourth Schedule
 d) Fifth Schedule

96. (a) Sixth Schedule
 The Sixth Schedule consists of 

provisions for the administration 
of tribal areas in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and 
Mizoram, according to Article 
244 of the Indian Constitution.

97. (b) 4
98. (a) Bordoloi Committee
 Based on the reports of the 

Bordoloi Committee formed by 
the Constituent Assembly, the 

6th Schedule was formulated to 
provide limited autonomy to the 
tribal regions of North-East.

99. (c) 10
 The tribal areas in the 6th 

Schedule area have been 
constituted as autonomous 
districts. The autonomous 
districts have been given varying 
degrees of autonomy within the 
State Legislature. There are 10 
autonomous districts – three in 

Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram 
and one in Tripura. Each 
autonomous district can also 
have a separate regional council.

100. (d) Fifth Schedule
 Fifth schedule deals with 

provision for the constitution 
of a Tribes Advisory Council. 
President may by order declare 
an area to be ‘Scheduled area’. 
Currently Arunachal Pradesh 

is neither under 5th Schedule 
nor under 6th Schedule. It is 
under the Inner Line Permit 
(ILP) system. The 5th Schedule 
areas are declared in the States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha and Rajasthan.
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(Q.101-Q105):

Three organisations representing 
the Bru community displaced 
from [1] have rejected the 
sites proposed by the Joint 
Movement Committee (JMC), 
an umbrella group of non-Brus 
in [2], for their resettlement. 
The [1] Bru Displaced Peoples’ 
Forum, [1] Bru Displaced 
Peoples’ Coordination 
Committee and Bru Displaced 
Welfare Committee have 
also trashed the demand for 
inclusion of four JMC members 
in the monitoring team for the 
resettlement of the Brus.

On 21st July 2020, the JMC 
had submitted a memorandum 
to the [2] government 
specifying six places in [x] 
and [y] subdivisions of North 

[2] district for resettlement 
of Brus. The Bru Community 
representatives rejected the 
action of site selection by the 
JMC is completely unjustified 
as they were not a part of the 
quadrilateral agreement. Also 
the sites proposed by the JMC 
are unconnected by road and 
electricity and too far from 
hospitals, schools and other 
facilities.

Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Hindu.
 
101. Which of the following 

states has been redacted by 
[1]?

 a) Manipur 
 b) Mizoram
 c) Meghalaya 

 d) Tripura

102. Which of the following 
states has been redacted by 
[2]?

 a) Manipur 
 b) Mizoram
 c) Meghalaya 
 d) Tripura

103. In which year did the Brus 
had to flee [1] and escape 
to [2] following ethnic 
clashes in [1]?

 a) 1994 
 b) 1995
 c) 1996 
 d) 1997

104. The Brus are declared 
PVTGs in [2]. How many 
PVTGs are there in India?

 a) 65 
 b) 70
 c) 75 
 d) 80

105. Which of the following 
subdivisions have been 
redacted by [x] and [y]?

 a) Kanchanpur and 
Panisagar

 b) Kalacherra and 
Dharmanagar

 c) Laljuri and Dasda
 d) Jubrajnagar and 

Damcherra

101. (b) Mizoram
102. (d) Tripura
 Three organisations 

representing the Bru 
community displaced from 
Mizoram have rejected the 
sites proposed by the Joint 
Movement Committee (JMC), 
an umbrella group of non-
Brus in Tripura, for their 
resettlement.

103. (d) 1997
 In Mizoram, the Brus have been 

targeted by groups that do not 
consider them indigenous to the 
state. In 1997, following ethnic 
clashes, nearly 37,000 Brus fled 
Mamit, Kolasib and Lunglei 
districts of Mizoram and were 
accommodated in relief camps 
in Tripura

104. (c) 75

 Particularly vulnerable tribal 
group (PVTG) (earlier: Primitive 
tribal group) is a government 
of India classification created 
with the purpose of enabling 
improvement in the conditions 
of certain communities with 
particularly low development 
indices. There are 75 PVTGs in 
India.

105. (a) Kanchanpur and Panisagar

 On 21st July 2020, the JMC 
had submitted a memorandum 
to the Tripura government 
specifying six places in 
Kanchanpur and Panisagar 
subdivisions of North Tripura 
district for resettlement of 
Brus
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(Q106-Q110): 

NATO allies Turkey and 
Greece have locked horns 
twice over the past two weeks 
– first after Turkey converted 
the 1,500-year-old [1] from a 
museum into a mosque, and 
then over who gets to explore 
hydrocarbons in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Relations 
between the two nations have 
seen a marked downturn this 
year. In February, Turkey had 
allowed thousands of migrants 
to cross the border into Greece 
and the European Union, irking 
the latter.

 For 40 years, Turkey and 
Greece have disagreed 
over rights to the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the Aegean 
Sea, which covers significant 
oil and gas deposits. On July 
21, Turkey announced that the 
drilling ship Oruc Reis would 
be exploring a disputed part of 
the sea for oil and gas. Greece 
responded by placing its air 
force, navy and coastguard on 
high alert. Recently, [2] has 
deployed its military in the 
[x] Mediterranean Sea amid 
tensions between Greece and 
Turkey over recently-discovered 
gas reserves. According to [2] 
the military has been deployed 
to strengthen the autonomous 
assessment of the situation and 
to affirm [2]’s commitment to 
free movement, to the security 
of maritime navigation in the 

Mediterranean and respect for 
international law.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Indian 
Express.
 
106. Which of the following 

has been redacted by [1]?
 a) Topkai    

 Palace 
 b) Pera Museum
 c) Hagia Sophia
 d) Basilica Cistern

107. Which of the following 
countries has been 
redacted by [2]?

 
 a) UK 

 b) Germany
 c) France 
 d) Belgium

108. The Aegean Sea is in the 
[x] Mediterranean Sea. 
What is [x]?

 a) Eastern 
 b) Western
 c) Northern 
 d) Southern

109. The main reason for 
Turkey to take such a step 
was that the EU and its 
allies in West Asia and {x}  
Africa made plans to build 
a gas pipeline from the 
Mediterranean to Europe’s 
mainland, keeping  

Turkey out of it. What is 
{x}?

 a) Eastern 
 b) Western
 c) Northern 
 d) Southern

110. With which of the 
following countries 
has Turkey reached an 
agreement to form an 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ)?

 a) Egypt 
 b) Libya
 c) Palestine 
 d) Sudan

106. (c) Hagia Sophia  
 Hagia Sophia, officially the Hagia 

Sophia Grand Mosque and 
formerly the Church of Hagia 
Sophia, is a Late Antique place of 
worship in Istanbul.

107. (c) France  
 Recently, France has deployed 

its military in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea amid 
tensions between Greece and 
Turkey over recently-discovered 
gas reserves.

108. (a) Eastern
 The Aegean Sea is an 

elongated embayment of the 
Mediterranean Sea located 
between the Greek and 
Anatolian peninsulas. The sea 
has an area of some 215,000 
square kilometres. In the north, 
the Aegean is connected to the 
Marmara Sea and the Black Sea 
by the straits of the Dardanelles 
and Bosphorus. It is in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

109. (c) Northern
 The European Union (EU) and 

its allies in West Asia and North 
Africa made plans to build a gas 

pipeline from the Mediterranean 
to Europe’s mainland to 
transport the gas. However, they 
have kept Turkey out of it, which 
has infuriated Turkey. The gas 
transport would help reduce 
the EU’s dependency on Russia. 
Earlier in 2019, the EastMed Gas 
Forum was formed by Cyprus, 
Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, 
Jordan and Palestine, and Turkey 
was again excluded.

110. (b) Libya
 Turkey challenged the EU 

pipeline project and reached an 

agreement with Libya to form 
an Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) from its southern shores 
to Libya’s northern coast across 
the Mediterranean. However, 
Greece claimed the Turkish zone 
violated its maritime sovereignty 
and later announced its EEZ 
with Egypt, which clashed with 
Turkey’s zone. Reacting to the 
deal, Turkey sent its survey ship 
near the island of Kastellorizo 
area mentioned in the Greece-
Egypt agreement.
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(Q.111-Q115): 

The DPEPP-2020 is envisaged 
as overarching guiding 
document of Defense Ministry 
to provide a focused, structured 
and significant thrust to 
Defense production capabilities 
of the country for self-reliance 
and exports. 

DPEPP-2020 has marked out 
clear goals and objectives to 
be undertaken by the Defense 
Ministry.

First and foremost amongst 
all is to achieve a turnover 
of Rs. 1 lakh 75 thousand 
Crore including an export of 
Rs. 35 thousand Crore in the 
Aerospace and Defense goods 

and services by the year 2025. 

Developing a dynamic, robust 
and competitive Defense 
industry, including Aerospace 
and Naval Shipbuilding 
industry to cater to the needs 
of Armed forces with quality 
products has also been clearly 
laid out in the new draft policy.

The Ministry has also laid 
emphasis on reducing 
dependence on imports and 
taking forward the Make 
in India initiatives through 
domestic designs.

111. What does ‘E’ stands for 
in DPEPP-20?

 a) Exploration 

 b) Export
 c) Exchange 
 d) Evaluation

112. Fill [x] with a suitable 
option.

 a) 2022 
 b) 2025
 c) 2028 
 d) 2035

113. What is the India’s rank 
in importing Defense 
equipments?

 a) First 
 b) Second
 c) Third 
 d) Fourth

114. Where is the headquarter 
of DRDO?

 a) Bengaluru 
 b) Kolkata
 c) Delhi 
 d) Jaipur

115. NAGATGM is an 
indigenous-

 a) Anti tank missile
 b) Gun
 c) Multiple rocket 

launcher
 d) Advanced Light 

Aircraft

111. (b) Export
 Defense Ministry has formulated 

a draft Defense Production 
and Export Promotion Policy 
2020 (DPEPP-2020). The 
policy aims to provide impetus 
to self-reliance in Defense 
manufacturing under the 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Scheme.

112. (b) 2025
 First and foremost amongst 

all is to achieve a turnover of 
Rs. 1 lakh 75 thousand Crore 

including an export of Rs. 35 
thousand Crore in the Aerospace 
and Defense goods and services 
by the year 2025.

113. (b) Second
 India remained the world’s 

second largest arms importer 
during the period 2015-19, 
with Russia being the largest 
supplier though Moscow’s share 
of the Indian weapons market 
declined from 72% to 56%, a 
leading think tank that tracks 

arms transfers said in its annual 
report.

114. (c) Delhi
 With more than 500 Defense 

products in its kitty, DRDO 
is undoubtedly one of the 
top Defense equipment 
manufacturing companies in 
India. DRDO functions under 
the Defense Ministry, currently 
led by Union Defense Minister 
Rajnath Singh. The Delhi-
headquartered organization has 

501-1000 employees.
115. (a) Anti tank missile
 A third generation Fire and 

Forget Anti Tank Missile 
developed by DRDO as a part of 
IGMDP and produced by BDL 
, India ,provides India a missile 
which can destroy enemy tanks 
from land or air with modern 
Composite Armours.
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(Q116-Q120): 

After receiving the formal 
Government Sanction Letter 
(GSL) for grant of Permanent 
Commission (PC) to women 
officers in the Indian Army, 
the Army headquarters is in 
the process of convening a 
special selection board for 

screening women officers for 
grant of PC.

“Towards this end, detailed 
administrative instructions 
have been issued to all affected 
women officers giving out 
guidelines for submission of 
applications for consideration 
by the board,” the Army said 

in a statement on 
Tuesday.

Women officers 
who have joined 
the Indian Army 
through the 
Women Special 
Entry Scheme 
(WSES) and 
Short Service 
Commission 
Women (SSCW) 
are being 
considered and 
all of them have 
been instructed 
to submit their 
application forms, 
option certificate 
and other related 
documents 
to Army 
headquarters not 
later than August 
31, it stated.

116. Women 
officers in the 
Army be granted 
PC and command 
postings in:

 a) All services
 b) All Services other  

 than combat
 c) Combat services only
 d) None of the above

117. In how many streams PC 

is granted to SSC Women 
Officers?

 a) 5 
 b) 8
 c) 10 
 d) 12

118. The case was first filed in 
the Delhi High Court by 
women officers in which 
of the following years?

 a) 1990 
 b) 2000
 c) 2003 
 d) 2010

119. Who is the current 
minister of Ministry 
of Women and Child 
Development?

 a) Maneka Gandhi
 b) Smriti Irani
 c) Mayawati
 d) Vimala Sharma

120. This move will increase 
India’s ranking in:

 a) Gender Gap Index
 b) Ease of Doing 

Business
 c) SDG goal of 

Sustainable 
Development

 d) Human Development 
Index

116. (b) All Services other than 
combat

 The orders follow the Supreme 
Court verdict in February 
in which it directed the 
government that women officers 
in the Army be granted PC and 
command postings in all services 
other than combat.

117. (c) 10  
 The order specifies grant of PC 

to Short Service Commissioned 
(SSC) Women Officers in the 
remaining 8 streams of the 
Indian Army.

 These 10 streams include Army 
Air Defense (AAD), Signals, 

Engineers, Army Aviation, 
Electronics and Mechanical 
Engineers (EME), Army Service 
Corps (ASC), Army Ordnance 
Corps (AOC), Intelligence 
Corps, Judge and Advocate 
General (JAG) and Army 
Educational Corps (AEC).

 Before the order, women officers 
are allowed a PC in the JAG and 
AEC.

118. (c) 2003
 The case was first filed in the 

Delhi High Court by women 
officers in 2003 and had received 
a favourable order in 2010.

 However, the order was never 

implemented and was challenged 
in the Supreme Court by the 
government.

 In its appeal, the government 
cited “physical” and 
“physiological limitations” in 
granting command positions to 
women. 

119. (b) Smriti Irani
 The Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, a branch of 
the Government of India, is an 
apex body for formulation and 
administration of the rules and 
regulations and laws relating to 
women and child development 
in India. The current minister 

for the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development is Smriti 
Irani having held the portfolio 
since 31 May 2019.

120. (a) Gender Gap Index
 The Global Gender Gap Index 

benchmarks 153 countries on 
their progress towards gender 
parity in four dimensions: 
Economic Participation and 
Opportunity, Educational 
Attainment, Health and Survival 
and Political Empowerment.
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(Q.121-Q125): 

India announced a $500 million 
package to fund a project in the 
[1] to help it connect its capital 
to three nearby islands, stepping 
up New Delhi’s diplomatic 
efforts in a region China has 
also been focusing recently. The 
Indian Ocean island nation, 
popular with tourists for its 
beaches and turquoise waters, 
has become a focal point in 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
aimed at building trade and 
transport links across the 
region.

 External affairs minister 
[2] said that New Delhi will 
support the connectivity project 
with a grant of $100 million 
and a new line of credit of $400 
million. India has sought to 
regain diplomatic influence 
in the islands after a new 
administration led by President 
[x] took power in 2018.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Times of 
India.
 
121. Which of the following 

countries has been 
redacted by [1]?

 a) Sri Lanka
 b) Maldives
 c) Seychelles
 d) Mauritius

122. Who out of the following 
has been redacted by [2]?

 a) Ravishankar Prasad
 b) S Jaishankar
 c) Nirmala Sitharaman
 d) Ram Vilas Paswan

123. Who out of the following 
has been redacted by [x]?

 a) Mohamed Nasheed
 b) Ibrahim Solih

 c) Abdulla Yameen
 d) Maumoon Abdul 

Gayoom

124. In which of the following 
did India supply 6.2 
tonnes of essential 
medicines to [1] recently?

 a) Operation Vanilla
 b) Operation Sanjeevani
 c) Operation Star
 d) Operation Vidyut

 125. India and [1] has recently 
started a travel bubble. 
This is South Asia’s 
_______ air-bubble.

 (a) First 
 (b) Second
 (c) Third 
 (d) Fourth

121. (b) Maldives
 India announced a $500 million 

package to fund a project in the 
Maldives to connect the capital 
Male to three nearby islands.

122. (b) S Jaishankar
 Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 

is an Indian diplomat and 
politician who is the current 
Minister of External Affairs of 
the Government of India since 
31 May 2019. He is a member of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party and is 
a Member of Indian Parliament 

in the Rajya Sabha since 5 July 
2019, representing Gujarat.

123. (b) Ibrahim Solih
 Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, better 

known as Ibu, is a Maldivian 
politician and the current 
President of the Maldives who 
assumed office on 17 November 
2018. Solih was first elected to 
parliament in 1994, aged 30, as 
the MP from his home atoll of 
Faadhippolhu.

124. (b) Operation Sanjeevani
 Recently, India supplied 6.2 

tonnes of essential medicines 
to Maldives, under Operation 
Sanjeevani as assistance in the 
fight against COVID 19.

125. (a) First
 The concept of a travel bubble, 

or an air bridge, is reciprocal in 
nature, which means that both 
sides — the departure point 
and the arrival point — have 
to be on board. It also means 
that travel restrictions such 
as quarantining or testing of 
passengers have to be discarded 

among the countries in the 
bubble. After months of a 
pandemic shutdown, flights 
have resumed between India 
and Maldives. South Asia’s 
first air bubble is all set to start 
between the two countries 
after all flight operations were 
cancelled in March, announced 
Indian External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar during a virtual 
meeting with his Maldivian 
counterpart Abdullah Shahid.
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(Q126-Q130): 

 A 53-year-old man, injured 
in the Air India Express plane 
crash here on August 7, died at 
a hospital on Saturday, taking 
the toll in the mishap to 20.

V Ibrahim from Wayanad 
district died here this noon, a 
senior district official said.

Eighteen people, including the 
pilot and co-pilot, were killed 
and several others injured when 
the flight from Dubai with 190 
people onboard overshot the 
tabletop runway at the Karipur 
airport and fell into a valley.

It had broken into pieces in the 
impact. Days after the mishap, 
68-year-old Aravindakshan, 
under treatment for leg injuries, 
had died of cardiac arrest, 
taking the toll to 19.

126. When was Kozhikode 
airport opened?

 a) 1947 
 b) 1966
 c) 1988 
 d) 2000

127. What is the full form of 
RESA?

 a) Runway End Safety 
Area

 b) Runway Enter Surface 
Area

 c) Runway Enlarged 
Surface Area

 d) Runway Enter Signal 
Area

128. What is the another name 
of Black box?

 a) Crash Savior
 b) Flight Recorder
 c) GPS locator
 d) Flight Anteena

129. What is the color of Black 
Box?

 a) Red 
 b) Black
 c) Orange 
 d) Yellow

130. Which of the following 
are the busiest airport of 
India?

 a) Indira Gandhi 
International Airport

 b) Dum Dum Airport
 c) Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Airport
 d) Rajiv Gandhi 

126. (c) 1988
127. (a) Runway End Safety Area 

The Runway End Safety Area 
is the surface surrounding the 
runway that helps reduce the 
risk of damage to an aircraft in 
the event of an undershoot or 
overshoot from the runway.

128. (b) Flight Recorder  
 A flight recorder is an electronic 

recording device placed in 

an aircraft for the purpose of 
facilitating the investigation of 
aviation accidents and incidents. 
Flight recorders are also known 
by the misnomer black box—
they are in fact bright orange 
to aid in their recovery after 
accidents. 

129. (c) Orange
 A flight recorder is an electronic 

recording device placed in 

an aircraft for the purpose of 
facilitating the investigation of 
aviation accidents and incidents. 
Flight recorders are also known 
by the misnomer black box—
they are in fact bright orange 
to aid in their recovery after 
accidents.

130. (a) Indira Gandhi International 
Airport  

 Efficient and modern, Indira 
Gandhi International Airport 
(commonly known as Delhi 
airport) is the busiest airport 
in India and the 12th busiest 
in the world, according to the 
Airports Council International’s 
preliminary world traffic report 
released in March.
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(Q.131-Q135): 

India will send a tri-services 
contingent to take part in 
a multilateral war game in 
Russia next month, in first 
such participation in a mega 
military drill after the outbreak 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
official sources said. China, 
Pakistan and a number of other 
member nations of the [1] are 
expected to participate in the 
[2] strategic command-post 
exercise, they said.

 Around 150 Indian Army 
troops, 45 Indian Air Force 
personnel and a number of 
Navy officers will form the 
Indian contingent for the 
exercise scheduled to be held 
in the Astrakhan region in [x] 
Russia from September 15 to 
26, the sources said. The invite 
for the exercise comes at a 
time when India and China are 
locked in a bitter border row 
in eastern Ladakh. Both India 
and China are members of 
the [2], an influential regional 
grouping.

 Extracted with edits and 
revisions from The Financial 
Express
 
131. Which of the following has 

been redacted by [1]?
 a) Kavkaz 2020
 b) Tsentr 2020
 c) Zapad 2020
 d) Vostok 2020

132. Which of the following 
groups has been redacted 
by [2]?

 a) G20 
 b) ASEAN
 c) SCO 
 d) BRICS

133. Which of the following has 
been redacted by [x]?

 a) North western
 b) South eastern

 c) North western
 d) South western

 134. Where is the headquarters 
of [X] situated?

 a) Beijing 
 b) Durban
 c) New York 
 d) Moscow

135. The [1] is also known as -
 a) Balkans 2020
 b) Caucasus 2020
 c) Urals 2020
 d) Elbrus 2020

131. (a) Kavkaz 2020
 India’s tri-services contingent 

of around 200 personnel to 
take part in a multi-lateral 
Kavkaz-2020 exercise in 
Southern Russia in September 
along with troops of China 
and Pakistan and several other 

countries.
132. (c)  SCO
 This war-games will include 

countries of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation or the 
SCO..

133. (d) South western
 Astrakhan region is in the south 

western Russian region.
134. (a) Beijing  
 The headquarters of the SCO is 

situated in Beijing.
135. (b) Caucasus 2020
 The Kavkaz 2020 - also referred 

to as Caucasus-2020 - is an 
exercise aimed at assessing 

the ability of the armed forces 
to ensure military security in 
Russia’s southwest.
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(Q.136-Q140): 

Union Cabinet cleared a new 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) proposing sweeping 
changes in school and higher 
education. Among proposals, 
10+2 school format to become 
[1].

A new NEP usually comes 
along every few decades. India 
has had three to date. The first 
came in 1968 and the second 
in 1986, under Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi respectively; 
the NEP of 1986 was revised in 
1992 when P V Narasimha Rao 
was Prime Minister. 

The NEP proposes sweeping 
changes including opening 
up of Indian higher education 
to foreign universities, 
dismantling of [2], introduction 
of a four-year multidisciplinary 
undergraduate programme 
with multiple exit options, 
and discontinuation of the [3] 
programme.

136. Which of the following 
new format of the New 
Education Policy has been 
redacted as [1]?

 a) 11+4 
 b) 5 + 3 + 3 + 4
 c) 5+6+4 
 d) 5+4+3+3

137. In which of the following 
years the 1st National 
Educational Policy was 
framed?

 a) 1964 
 b) 1968
 c) 1986 
 d) 1992

138. Which of the following 
education has been 
redacted by [2]?

 a) University Grants 
Commission

 b) All India Council of 
Technical Education.

 c) University Grants 
Commission and 
All India Council of 

Technical Education
 d) University Grants 

Commission and 
Central Board of 
Secondary Education

139. Which of the following 
years has been set as the 
target year by which the 
entire NEP has to be  
implemented?

 a) 2022 
 b) 2027
 c) 2035 
 d) 2040

140. Which of the following 
academic program has 
been redacted by [3]?

 a) Ph. D
 b) M. Phil
 c) Both Ph. D and M. 

Phil
 d) Post Doctoral

136. (b) 5 + 3 + 3 + 4
137. (b) 1968n
138. (c) University Grants 

Commission and All India 
Council of Technical Education

139. (d) 2040
140. (b) M. Phil
 Among proposals, 10+2 school 

format to become 5 + 3 + 3 + 
4. An NEP is a comprehensive 
framework to guide the 
development of education in the 

country. Parliament passed the 
first education policy in 1968. 
The NEP proposes sweeping 
changes including opening up 
of Indian higher education to 
foreign universities, dismantling 
of the UGC and the All India 
Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE), introduction of a 
four-year multidisciplinary 
undergraduate programme 
with multiple exit options, and 

discontinuation of the M Phil 
programme. In a significant shift 
from the 1986 policy, which 
pushed for a 10+2 structure 
of school education, the new 
NEP pitches for a “5+3+3+4” 
design corresponding to the age 
groups 3-8 years (foundational 
stage), 8-11 (preparatory), 
11-14 (middle), and 14-18 
(secondary). The NEP only 
provides a broad direction and 

is not mandatory to follow. Since 
education is a concurrent subject 
(both the Centre and the state 
governments can make laws 
on it), the reforms proposed 
can only be implemented 
collaboratively by the Centre and 
the states. This will not happen 
immediately. The incumbent 
government has set a target of 
2040 to implement the entire 
policy
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(Q141-Q145): 

The governments of 
Madhya Pradesh and [1] 
are at loggerheads over the 
Geographical Indication (GI) 
tagging of basmati rice.

The Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
government sharply criticised 
this in a series of tweets on 
Wednesday, saying GI-tagging 
would boost exports and that 
the state has produced basmati 
for a long time.

 “Madhya Pradesh has a written 
recorded history since 1908 
of basmati production in 13 
districts. Records of supplying 
seeds to farmers in Madhya 
Pradesh in the year 1944 is 
recorded in the records of 
Scindia State,” said Chouhan.

The Punjab chief minister in 
his letter to the PM had said 
that Madhya Pradesh had 
earlier attempted to get the GI 
tag for basmati cultivation in 
[2]. The Intellectual Property 
Appellate Board, Government 
of India, had also discarded the 
claim of Madhya Pradesh in 
this regard, said Singh. Later, 
Madhya Pradesh challenged 
these decisions in Madras 
High Court, but did not get 
any relief. Further, to look into 
the claim of Madhya Pradesh 
to get GI tag for its basmati, 
the Government of India had 
also constituted a committee 
of eminent agricultural 

scientists, which after thorough 
deliberations, had also rejected 
the state’s claim, Singh pointed 
out.

141. Which of the following states 
has been redacted as [1]?

 a) Punjab 
 b) Haryana
 c) West Bengal 
 d) Uttarakhand

142. Which of the following 
states do not have GI 
tagging for basmati rice?

 a) West Bengal
 b) Uttarakhand
 c) Haryana
 d) Himachal Pradesh

143. Which of the following years 
has been redacted as [2]?

 a) 2014-15
 b) 2015-16
 c) 2016-17
 d) 2017-18

144. Registrar of Geographical 
Indications (RGI), was 
constituted under the 
geographical indications 
of  goods (Registrations 
and Protection) Act 1999. 
In which of the following 
cities is the Registry 
situated?

 a) Delhi
 b) Bengaluru
 c) Chennai

 d) Mumbai

145. How many states have 
received the GI tag for 
Basmati Rice?

 a) 5 b) 6
 c) 7 d) 9

(Q.146-Q150): 

If a growth rate of 4 per cent 
in 2019-20 put paid to a 14 per 
cent increase in tax revenues, 
slowing down collections and 
transfers, the pandemic has 
created a situation where an 
absolute drop in collections 
cannot be ruled out

The impact of the virus and 
lockdown on the economy 
can be clearly seen in the GST 
collections, with the first-
quarter revenues down [1]per 
cent over last year. This has 
impacted the Centre’s revenues 
as well as GST transfers to the 
States, which have fallen below 
the mandated [2] per cent 
annual growth rate as promised 
under the GST law for [3] 
(taking 2015-16 revenues of 
States as the base year). A 
growth rate of 4 per cent in 
2019-20 put paid to a [4] per 
cent increase in tax revenues.  

146. Which of the following 
figures representing the 
per cent fall in 1st quarter 
GST over last year has  
been redacted as [1]?

 a) 14 percent

 b) 41 percent
 c) 51 percent
 d) 31 percent

147. Which of the following 
figures represent the 
promised per cent annual 
growth rate of GST as  
redacted by [2]?

 a) 10  b) 12
 c) 14 d) 15

148. Which of the following 
figures represents the size 
of the annual budget for the 
financial year 2020-21?

 a) Rs. 25.0 lakh crores
 b) Rs. 30.4 lakh crores
 c) Rs. 35.4 lakh crores
 d) Rs. 40.2 lakh crores

149. Which of the following 
mandated periods of 
annual growth of GST has 
been redacted as [3]?

 a) 3 years     b) 4 years
 c) 5 years     d) 10 years

150. Which of the following 
figures representing 
increase in the GST 
collection in 2019-20 has 
been redacted as [4]?

 a) 8 percent
 b) 10 percent
 c) 13 percent
 d) 14 percent

141.  (a) Punjab 
142. (a) West Bengal  
143. (d) 2017-18
144. (c) Chennai
145. (c) 7
(141 - 145) Punjab’s Chief Minister 

Amrinder Singh has opposed 
the MP government’s push for 
a GI tag for the long-grained 
rice cultivated in 13 districts 
of the state. Chennai based 
Geographical Indications 
Registry will issue GI tag to 
Basmati Rice variety grown in 
7 states. Apart from Punjab, 
other states which already have 
GI tagging for Basmati are 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand,  Delhi, Western 
UP, and select districts of Jammu 
and Kashmir. The Punjab chief 
minister in his letter to the PM 
had said that Madhya Pradesh 
had earlier attempted to get the 
GI tag for basmati cultivation 
in 2017-18. However, Registrar 
of Geographical Indications 
(RGI), constituted under 
the geographical indications 
of goods (Registrations and 
Protection) Act 1999, rejected 
the demand of Madhya Pradesh 
after investigating the matter,”

146. (b) 41 percent
147. (c) 14
148. (b) Rs. 30.4 lakh crores
149. (c) 5 years 

150. (d) 14 percent
(146-150) The impact of the virus 

and lockdown on the economy 
can be clearly seen in the GST 
collections, with the first-quarter 
revenues down 41per cent over 
last year, despite signs of an 
improvement in June, when the 
lockdown was eased. This has 
impacted the Centre’s revenues 
as well as GST transfers to the 
States, which have fallen below 
the mandated 14 per cent annual 
growth rate as promised under 
the GST law for five years, or 
till 2021-22 (taking 2015-16 
revenues of States as the base 
year). The States’ combined 
annual expenditure can be 

expected to be higher than the 
Centre at ₹35-40 lakh crore, with 
the size of the Union Budget 
2020-21 placed at ₹30.4 lakh 
crore. The States get nearly half 
their revenues of over ₹30 lakh 
crore from SGST (20 per cent) 
and Central tax transfers (27 per 
cent), according to assessments 
made by experts as well as the 
RBI and India Ratings.). If a 
growth rate of 4 per cent in 
2019-20 put paid to a 14 per cent 
increase in tax revenues, slowing 
down collections and transfers, 
the pandemic has created a 
situation where an absolute drop 
in collections cannot be ruled 
out. 
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Contempt of Court

1947 Pact on Gurkha Soldiers
Redundant Nepal Minister

Barakah Nuclear Power PlantAssam Floods

8th Schedule and Recent Developments

Clause 6 of the Assam Accord and
Right to Know

African Cheetahs

Britain is Considering Minting a Coin
to Commemorate Mahatma Gandhi

Con�ict of Interest Between Turkey and Greece
Over Oil and Gas Field Overlapping of EEZ

FDI Norms Relaxation
Kerala Plane Crash and Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
India is Set to Take Part in the Russian Kavkaz 2020

Strategic Command-Post Exercise
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Naga Peace AccordMauritius Oil Spill and Coral Reefs

Shortfalls in GST Collection

National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) &
The National Health Policy (NHP) 2017

Supreme Court Observations Regarding
the Provisions of the Hindu

Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005Sir Creek Region

Child Marriage

Arunachal Pradesh and 6th

Schedule Demand
Army to Convene Selection

Board for Women Personnel

Cabinet has Approved the Creation of
A National Recruitment Agency (NRA)Brus Reject Agreement

Aravalli Mountain

GI Tag for Basmati Rice
Draft Environment Impact

Assessment (EIA) 2020
Defence Production & Export Promotion

Policy (DPEPP) 2020
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Loya Jirga

Rafel jets and SC's Judgement

The Recently Approved National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020

Lok Adalats

Pompeo Against Vote for Cuba on
Human Rights Council

The National Green Tribunal (NGT)
and Ganga Rejuvenation

Leopard Poaching Highest in Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra and TRAFFIC

Pakistan Prime Minister Announced a
New Political Map of Pakistan

The International Solar Alliance (ISA)

Next Generation Sequencing Machines (NGS) T Cells No Con�dence Motion and
Recent Developments

The Assam Accord (1985) & Recent Developments
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LEGAL CURRENT AFFAIRS
1. The Supreme Court (SC) has 

refused Rajasthan Assembly 

Speaker’s plea to stop the 
State’s High Court from 
deciding the validity of 
the anti-defection notices. 
Earlier, the Speaker had 
issued notice to the 19 
dissident Congress MLAs 
of the ruling Party on 
the ground of plotting 
conspiracy to bring down 
the government. The 19 
rebel MLAs of Rajasthan’s 
ruling party (Congress) 
have filed a petition before 
the High Court challenging 
the disqualification notices 
issued to them by the 
Assembly Speaker under 
Anti Defection Law.

2. The Supreme Court 
(SC) is set to commence 
the final hearing 

on the batch of Special 
Leave Petitions (SLPs-
Article 136) against Maratha 
reservation in Maharashtra 
on a daily basis through 
video-conferencing.The 
apex court will also hear 
a petition challenging 
admission to postgraduate 
medical and dental courses 
under the quota in the state.
The SLPs challenged the 
Bombay High Court (HC) 
decision, which upheld the 
constitutional validity of 
the Maratha quota under 
the state’s Socially and 
Educationally Backward 

Classes (SEBC) Act, 2018.
The SEBC Act provides 
for reservation of seats for 
admission in educational 
institutions in the state and 
for reservation of posts for 
appointments in public 
services and posts under the 
state.

3. Supreme Court of India 
suo-moto initiated 
the proceedings 

for criminal contempt 
of court against lawyer-
activist Prashant Bhushan 
for his tweet criticising the 
current Chief Justice of 
India and the role of some 
Chief Justices of India in 
the last six years.As per 
the Contempt of Courts 
Act 1971, contempt refers 
to the offence of showing 
disrespect to the dignity or 
authority of a court.

4. The Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) has issued 
a whip in Rajasthan 
Assembly and asked 

all its six Member of 
Legislative Assemblies 
(MLAs) to vote against 
Indian National Congress 
(INC) government on floor 
test.However all six BSP 
MLAs had joined the INC 
by announcing the merger 

in September 2019.The BSP 
is arguing that a state unit 
of a national party cannot 
be merged without the 
party being merged at the 
national level. It has termed 
the merger of six MLAs as 
illegal and unconstitutional.

5. The Union Cabinet has 
approved the new National 
Education Policy (NEP), 
2020 with an aim to 

introduce several changes in 
the Indian education system 
- from the school to college 
level.The NEP 2020 aims 
at making “India a global 
knowledge superpower”.
The Cabinet has also 
approved the renaming of 
the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development to 
the Ministry of Education.
The NEP cleared by the 
Cabinet is only the third 
major revamp of the 
framework of education in 
India since independence.
The two earlier education 
policies were brought in 
1968 and 1986.

6. The Dispute Settlement 
Body (DSB) of the World 
Trade Organisation 
(WTO) has set up two 
dispute settlement panels 
targeting import duties 
imposed by India on a 
number of Information 
and Communication 
Technology (ICT) products 
including mobile phones.
It was done on the request 
of Japan and Taiwan, taking 
up the number of panels 
constituted to examine the 

same tariff-related issue 

to three.In June 2020, the 
European Union (EU) had 
a panel established against 
India on the same issue.

7. The Supreme Court 
of India referred the 
petitions challenging 
the 103rd Constitutional 
Amendment Act, 2019 to

 
a five-judge constitution 
bench, saying it involves 
‘substantial questions of 
law’.According to Article 
145 (3) of the Constitution, 
at least five judges need to 
hear cases that involve ‘a 
substantial question of law 
as to the interpretation’ of 
the Constitution, or any 
reference under Article 143, 
which deals with the power 
of the President of India to 
consult the Supreme Court.
The amendment introduced 
an economic reservation 
(10% quota) in jobs and 
admissions in education 
institutes for Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS) by 
amending Articles 15 and 
16.It inserted Article 15 (6) 
and Article 16 (6).

8. China has called India’s 
move in Jammu and 
Kashmir (J&K) “illegal 
and invalid” and raised the 
issue at the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) in 
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New York (USA).On 5th 
August 2019, the President 
of India promulgated the 
Constitution (Application to 
Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 
2019 effectively abrogating 
the special status accorded 
to J&K under the provision 
of Article 370.5th August 
2020 marks the one year 
anniversary of that move. 
On its eve, Pakistan released 
a new political map that 
includes all of J&K, Ladakh, 
Sir Creek and Junagadh.

9. Girish Chandra 
Murmu has been 

appointed the Comptroller 
and Auditor General 
of India (CAG).He has 
replaced Rajiv Mehrishi and 
will have tenure up to 20th 
November, 2024.Article 148 
provides for an independent 
office of the CAG. It is the 
supreme audit institution 
of India.Head of the 
Indian Audit and Accounts 
Department - created in 
1753.Guardian of the public 
purse and controls the entire 
financial system of the 
country at both the levels–
the Centre and the state.

10. The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has set up a 
committee headed by K.V. 
Kamath on restructuring 
of loans impacted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.The 
Committee is tasked to 
recommend parameters 

for one-time restructuring 
of corporate loans.The 
Committee will formulate 
sector-specific resolution 
plans for all accounts 
with total loan exposure 
of Rs.1,500 crore and 
above.It will submit its 
recommendations to RBI in 
30 days.

11. The Supreme Court 
(SC) has expanded 
the Hindu women’s 

right to be the coparcener 
(joint legal heir) and inherit 
ancestral property on 
terms equal to male heirs.
The judgment pertains 
to the Hindu Succession 
(Amendment) Act, 2005.It 
ruled that a Hindu woman’s 
right to be a joint heir to 
the ancestral property 
is by birth and does not 
depend on whether her 
father is alive or not.The SC 
expanded and promoted 
the amendments done in 
2005 which removed the 
discrimination as contained 
in Section 6 of the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956 by 
giving equal rights to 
daughters.It also directed 
High Courts to dispose of 
cases involving this issue 
within six months since they 
would have been pending 
for years.

12. There is a recent demand for 
two autonomous councils in 
Arunachal Pradesh has led 

to the call for bringing the 
entire Arunachal Pradesh 
under the ambit of the 6th 
Schedule or Article 371 
(A) of the Constitution.

Currently Arunachal 
Pradesh is neither under 
5th Schedule nor under 6th 
Schedule. It is under the 
Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
system.The 6th Schedule 
is applied in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram and 
Tripura.The 5th Schedule 
areas are declared in the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha and Rajasthan.On 
the other hand, Article 371 
A is applied in Nagaland 
which provides special 
status to Nagaland.

13. Prime Minister, during his 
address to the nation on the 
74th Independence Day, 
announced that the central 
government has set up a 
committee to reconsider 
the minimum age of 
marriage for women, which 
is currently 18.The Union 
Ministry for Women and 
Child Development set up 

a committee to examine 
matters pertaining to age of 
motherhood, imperatives of 
lowering Maternal Mortality 
Ratio and the improvement 
of nutritional levels among 
women. The Committee is 
headed by Jaya Jaitely.The 
Committee was proposed in 
the Union Budget 2020-21.

14. Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh has announced that 

the government jobs 
will be reserved for the 
“children” of the state and 
legal provisions will be 
made for the same.Article 
16(3), allows for making 
provisions in government 
appointments with respect 
to residence (not place of 
birth).The Parliament (and 
not the legislature of a state) 
can prescribe residence 
within a state or union 
territory as a condition for 
certain employments or 
appointments in that state 
or union territory, or local 
authority or other authority 
within that state or union 
territory.

15. The Supreme Court 
said that being a public 
charitable trust, “there is 

no occasion for audit of 
Prime Minister’s Citizen 
Assistance and Relief in 
Emergency Situations Fund 
(PM-CARES Fund) by the 
Comptroller & Auditor 
General (CAG) of India”. 
It also refused to order 
transfer of funds from the 
PM CARES Fund to the 
National Disaster Response 
Fund (NDRF).The Fund 
will, however, be audited by 
an independent auditor.

16. Mali’s President Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita has resigned 
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after soldiers had arrested 
him and Prime Minister 
Boubou Cisse in the capital, 
Bamako as part of a coup.
It has prompted its West 
African neighbours to 
threaten border closures and 
sanctions against the coup 
leaders.

17. The Sri Lankan President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa (elected 
in 2019), while addressing 
the inaugural session of 
the Parliament, said that 

Sri Lanka will draft a new 
Constitution and abolish 
the 19th Amendment that 
curtailed the powers of the 
President and strengthened 
the role of Parliament.
Sri Lanka’s new Cabinet 

includes members from the 
Rajapaksa family.The 19th 
amendment was passed 
in 2015 during the former 
President Maithripala 
Sirisena-Prime Minister 

Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 
term (2015-19).It sought not 
only to clip the President’s 
executive powers, but also 
to strengthen independence 
of key pillars such as the 
judiciary, public service and 
elections.

1. The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and the 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
agreed to partner toward a 
green recovery for members 
confronting the harsh 
economic impact of the 
coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

2. Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has launched its

 
innovation contest„ Dare to 
Dream 2.0” on 27 July 2020, 
the 5th death anniversary of 
former President and noted 
scientist Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam.

3. NASA has planned to 
launch a new mission 
“ASTHROS”, 

to observe wavelengths of 
light invisible from the 
Earth, in a bid to find 
answers about formation of 
giant stars in the galaxy.

4. Tunisia’s interior minister, 
HichemMechichi has been 
appointed as the new Prime 
Minister of the country.

5. Somalia President 
Mohamed Abdullahi 
Farmajo has 

appointed country’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Mahdi 
Mohamed Gulaid as the 
interim Prime Minister 
following the removal of 
Hassan Ali Khaire from the 
position due to vote of no 
confidence against him.

6. The High Commissioner 
of India to Bangladesh 
Riva Ganguly Das 
jointly inaugurated 
the reconstructed 
SreeSreeJoykaliMatar temple 
at Natore with the State 
Minister of ICT Zunaid 
Ahmed Palak.

7. India and the United 
Kingdom virtually held the 
14th Joint Economic and 
Trade Committee meeting 
on 24 July 2020.

8. The Competition 
Commission it has approved 

Adani Power’s proposed 
purchase of 49 percent stake 
in Odisha Power Generation 
Corporation Ltd (OPGC).

9. India has been ranked third 
among the top 10 countries 
that have gained in forest 
areas in the last decade 
(2010-2020) as per the latest 

Global Forest Resources 
Assessment (FRA) released 
by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO).

10. Union Environment 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
released the All India Tiger 
Estimation Report-2018.
India has nearly 70 
percent of the global tiger 
population and it leads the 
world.

11. With a brand value of 
$241.2 billion (a 17%  

increase year-over-year), 
Apple has topped the 
Forbes’ annual list of the 
World’s Most Valuable 
Brands, which looked at the 
top 100 companies from the 
fiscal year 2019.

12. India & the European 
Union have renewed its 
Agreement on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation 
for the next five years, 2020-
2025, at the 15th India-EU 
Summit, held on 15 July 

ONE LINERS
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2020.

13. Guinness World Records 
honoured Indian math 
genius, Shakuntala Devi, 
with the long-overdue 

record title for ‘fastest 
human computation’, four 
decades after she achieved 
the feat.

14. Dubai-based Indian-origin 
author AvniDoshi is among 
the 13 authors longlisted 
for the prestigious 2020 
Booker Prize for her debut 
novel Burnt Sugar, alongside 
double Booker winner 
Hilary Mantel for The 
Mirror and The Light.

15. Liverpool captain Jordan 
Henderson has been named 
the Football Writers” 
Association (FWA) 
Footballer of the Year for 
the 2019-20 Premier League 
season.

16. India’s first solar-powered 
ferry Aditya, which started

 
its operations in 2017 has 
won the prestigious 
GustaveTrouve Award for 
Excellence in Electric Boats 
and Boating.

17. Sunil ydv SS, founder & 
CEO Of SS Motivation, 
which is the most 
Subscribed Motivational 
Channel on Telegram, 
has been honoured with 
“Karamveer Chakra Award” 
instituted by United 
Nations and International 
Confederation of NGO 
(iCONGO).

18. Vice Admiral MA 
Hampiholi, AVSM, NM 
has assumed charge as the 
Commandant, Indian Naval 
Academy (INA).

19. Indian climate activist, 

Archana Soreng along with 
six other young climate 
leaders has been named by 
UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres to his new 
advisory group comprising 
young leaders.

20. Bengal was named as the 
best performing state by 
the All India Football 
Federation under its 
performance assessment 
system based on various 
criteria like grassroot 
development, conduct 
of leagues and other 
competitions.

21. Haryana will host the 4th 
edition of the Khelo India 
Youth Games after the 2021 
Tokyo Olympics.

22. Sri Lankan woman 
medium-

pace bowler, Sripali 
Weerakkody has announced 
to retire from international 
cricket with immediate 
effect.

23. The silver medal which 
was won by the Indian 
4×400 mixed relay quartet 
of Mohammed Anas, M.R. 
Poovamma, Hima Das and 
Arokia Rajiv at the 2018 
Asian Games in Jakarta has 
been upgraded to gold.

24. The former diplomat, and 
current Minister of External 
Affairs in the Government 
of India, S Jaishankar, is 
releasing his new book “The 
India Way: Strategies for an 
Uncertain World”.

25. The book titled “Quest 
for Restoring Financial 
Stability in India” authored 
by former Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) deputy governor 
Viral V.Acharya.

26. The Lucknow Municipal 
Corporation has named a 
road and a crossing in the 
city after former Madhya 
Pradesh Governor Lalji 
Tandon.

27. Hetero group has launched 
the generic Favipiravir 
in India under the brand 
“Favivir”.

28. In Himachal Pradesh, 

Union Education Minister, 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
has laid the foundation 
stone of Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM) at 
Dhaula Kuan in Sirmour 
district.

29. Four additional states, 
namely Jammu & Kashmir, 
Manipur, Nagaland and 
Uttarakhand have been 
to the One Nation One 
Ration Card scheme have 
been integrated with the 
‘One Nation, One Ration 
Card’ plan of the Central 
government.

30. The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has made a

 
remarkable achievement by 
becoming the first country 
in the Arab World to 
produce nuclear energy, 
when the Unit 1 of the 
Barakah Nuclear Plant in 
Abu Dhabi, got operational 
on 31 July 2020.

31. Former Guyanese housing 

minister, Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali has been named as the 
President of the country.

32. The U.K. government 
has decided to issue a 
commemorative coin to 
mark the 150th birthday 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, said Britain’s 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
SajidJavid.

33. Reliance Industries has 
been ranked second biggest 
brand after Apple on the 
FutureBrand Index 2020.
The 2020 list is topped 
by Apple, while Samsung 
is ranked third, followed 
by Nvidia, Moutai, Nike, 
Microsoft, ASML, PayPal 
and Netflix.

34. The 2020 Prem Bhatia 

Awards, given for 
outstanding journalism, 
have been given to Dipankar 
Ghose, Special 
Correspondent of Indian 
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Express and non-profit 
journalism website People’s 
Archive of Rural India 
(PARI) for their coverage of 
COVID-19 and its impact 
across the country.

35. The Reserve Bank of 
India has announced 
the constitution of an 
Expert Committee to 
make recommendations 
on the required financial 
parameters to be factored in 
the Resolution Framework 
for Covid19-related 
Stress’. The committee will 
be headed by Shri K.V. 
Kamath. (President of New 
Development Bank)

36. President Ram Nath Kovind 
has appointed former Union 
minister Manoj Sinha as the 
next Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

37. The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has approved 
Sashidhar Jagdishan as the 
next chief executive officer 
of HDFC Bank.

38. Jammu and Kashmir Lt 
Governor Girish Chandra 

Murmu has been appointed 
as the new Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) of 
India.

39. Pradeep Kumar Joshi, an 
Educationist Professor, has 
been appointed as the new 
Chairman of the Union 
Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) on 7 August 2020.

40. News Air Marshal V. R. 
Chaudhari took over as 
Air Officer Commanding-
in-Chief of Western Air 
Command of Indian Air 

Force.

41. India has withdrawn from 
the women’s world team 
Squash championship 
scheduled in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia from 15th to 
20th December, due to 
lack of preparation, time 
and match-readiness of its 
players.

42. World Cup winner German 

footballer, Benedikt 
Howedes has retired from 
football.

43. IPL 2020 will be played 
from September 19 to 
November 10 in the UAE 
this year.

44. The legendary Spanish 
footballer Iker Casillas, 
who played as goalkeeper 
for Real Madrid, has 
announced his retirement 
from professional football.

45. A sports gaming platform, 
WTF Sports has appointed 
cricketers Harmanpreet 
Kaur and Suresh Raina as its 
global brand ambassadors.

46. International Cricket 
Council has confirmed 

that the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2020 that was 
postponed due to Covid-19 
will be held in Australia in 
2022.

47. Members of the Indian 
men’s and women’s hockey 
teams bound for Tokyo 
Olympics will join the 

National Camp at National 
Centre of Excellence 
(NCOE) in Bengaluru.

48. The book, titled “RAW: A 
History of India”s Covert 

Operations” has authored by 
investigative journalist and 
author YatishYadav.

49. The book, titled 
“Vishesh: Code To Win”, 
has been written by 
sportswoman-turned-
author NirupamaYadav and 
published by the publishing 
house Bluerose.

50. Kamal Rani Varun, the 
Indian politician and 
Cabinet Minister in the 
Government of Uttar 
Pradesh has passed away 
due to COVID-19. She was 
62.

51. William Kirk English, 

the American computer 
engineer who co-invented 
the world’s first computer 
mouse, has passed away. He 
was 91 years old.

52. A new species of pygmy 
grasshopper, discovered 
after 116 years by a group 
of foreign researchers in 
Sri Lanka, has been named 

after a 28-year-old Indian 
orthopterist (one who 
studies grasshoppers) and 
conservation biologist 
DhaneeshBhaskar of Kerala.

53. The National Film 
Development Corporation 
(NFDC) will be organizing 

a first of its kind, online 
patriotic film festival from 
August 7 to August 21, 
2020.

54.  Minister of Railways 
Piyush Goyal and Minister 
of Parliamentary Affairs 
Pralhad Joshi today 
dedicated a Railway 
Museum at Hubballi in 
Karnataka.

55. The Union Minister for 
Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari 
addressed 

the ‘India@75 Summit: 
Mission 2022’ on 8 August 
in New Delhi, via video-
conferencing.

56. Sri Lanka’s former President 
MahindaRajapaksa took 
oath as the country’s Prime 
Minister on 9 August 2020, 
after his party secured a 
landslide victory in the 
parliamentary elections on 5 
August, 2020.

57. The Prime Minister of 
Lebanon, Hassan Diab 
announced his resignation 
from the top post of the 
country following outrage 
over the catastrophic blast 
in the capital of the country, 
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Beirut.

58. President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko has 
won his sixth consecutive 
term with 80.23 per cent 
of the vote at the country’s 
presidential election.

59. Mohamed Ould Bilal has 

been appointed as the new 
Prime Minister of 
Mauritania.

60. Russia has decided to name 
its first COVID 19 vaccine 
as ‘Sputnik V’ for the foreign 
markets since this name is a 
reference to the first satellite 
of the world.

61. Reliance Industries, headed 
by the Indian Billionaire 
MukeshAmbani, has 
jumped 10 places to break 
into the world’s top 100 
companies on the Fortune 
Global 500 list.Reliance is 
ranked 96th in the 2020 
ranking released by Fortune.

62. Bollywood actor Akshay 

Kumar, is the only Indian 
star to be listed among the 
top 10 world’s highest paid 
actors of 2020, released by 
Forbes magazine.

63. According to a new report 
published by Purely 
Diamonds, Delhi and 

Chennai are the cheapest 
cities in the country to rent 
a house.As per the report, 
Ho Chi Minh city has been 
found to be the cheapest 
in the world whereas New 
York has been found to be 
the most expensive city to 
rent, in the entire world.

64. Journalists Nitin Sethi and 
Shiv Sahay Singh were 

declared winners of 
the Asian College of 
Journalism’s (ACJ) Award 
2019 for Investigative 
Journalism and the K. P. 
Narayana Kumar Memorial 
Award for Social Impact 
Journalism, respectively.

65. Indian-origin Senator 
Kamala Devi Harris has 
been nominated as the Vice-
Presidential candidate in the 
US Presidential Elections 
coming up in 2020.

66. Soma Mondal has been 
selected by the Public 
Enterprises Selection Board 
(PESB) as the next chairman 
of Steel Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL).

67. India will take part in 
the multilateral military 
“Russian Kavkaz 2020” 
strategic command-post 
exercise to be held in 
Astrakhan, Russia.

68. The Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh has 

announced that the 
Department of Military 
Affairs (DMA), Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) has 
prepared a list of 101 
defence items for which 
there would be restriction 
on the import, beyond the 
timeline indicated against 
them.

69. The Defence Minister 
of India will launch the 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Saptah’ 
on August 10 to focus 
more on the vision of the 
government to shift to local 
manufacturing and ‘Make in 
India’.

70. An Offshore Patrol Vessels 
(OPV) for the Indian Coast 
Guard has been launched 
and re-christened as Indian 
Coast Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’.

71. The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 

has suspended the title 
sponsorship deal with 
Chinese mobile phone 
company Vivo for the 
upcoming edition of the 
Indian Premier League.

72. The Union Minister 

for Information and 
Broadcasting, Shri Prakash 
Javadekar unveiled an 

e-version of the book 
titled ‘Connecting, 
Communicating, Changing’.

73. Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga has released” 
Corona Kavithakal”, a 
collection of poems, written 
by Governor PS Sreedharan 
Pillai during the lockdown

74. Veteran Congress leader 

and spokesperson Rajiv 
Tyagi has passed away after 
suffering a cardiac arrest. He 
was 52.

75. Apple Inc. has become the 
first publicly traded U.S. 
company to reach a market 
capitalization of over $2 
trillion.

76. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi launched the National 
Digital Health Mission on 
the 74th Independence Day.

77. India is working to 
achieve zero road accident 
fatalities by 2030, said 
Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
NitinGadkari.

78. Prime Minister 
NarendraModi on August 
15, 2020, announced 
that the centre has been 
planning to launch Project 
Lion and Project Dolphin 
to replicate the success of 
Project Tiger.
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79. President Ram NathKovind 

has given assent to the 
change in name of the 
Ministry of Human 
Resource Development as 
Ministry of Education.

80. The proposed Gwalior-
Chambal Expressway will 
be named Shri AtalBihari 
Vajpayee Chambal 
Progressway.

81. Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) constructed a 
180-

feet bailey bridge in the 
Jauljibi sector of Pithoragarh 
district, Uttarakhand.

82. The Union Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi approved the 
setting up of the National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA).

83. Shri Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, Minister of 
State (I/C) for Labour and 
Employment launched 
the official logo of Labour 
Bureau on 20 August 2020.

84. Odisha has topped in the 
implementation of the Atal 
Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) scheme.

85. The north-eastern states 
of the country, Nagaland 
and Manipur observed the 
74th Naga Independence 
Day on August 14, as per 
their custom and historical 
significance.

86. On the occasion of the 
74th Independence Day, 

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma said 
that a “Task Force” on the 
economy has been formed 
to suggest reforms for 
rejuvenating the economy 
in the short, medium and 
long-term.

87. Madhya Pradesh Chief 
minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan announced 
that the state will offer 
government jobs to youths 
on the basis of their score 
in the Common Eligibility 
Test (CET) conducted by 
the proposed National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA).

88. The President of Mali, 
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita has 

announced his resignation 
on 19 August 2020, three 
years before his final term 
was due to end.

89. Luis Rodolfo Abinader 

Corona has been sworn in 
as the 54th President of 
Dominican Republic.

90. The oil-rich United Arab 
Emirates announced that it 
has connected its Barakah 
nuclear power plant to the 
national grid in a first for 
the Arab world.

91. India ranks among the 
lowest in the world in 
terms of Internet quality, 
according to a global 
research released by online 
privacy solutions provider 
SurfShark.

92. Chief Scientist of World 

Health Organisation, 
Soumya Swaminathan 
conferred with the Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister’s 
special award, in recognition 
of her advisory role in 
combating the COVID-19 
pandemic in the state.

93. Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao 
honoured well-known poet 
Tirunagari Ramanujam with 

the Dasaradhi Award for 
2020 at PragathiBhavan.

94. Government of India has 
appointed Rakesh Asthana 
as the new director-general 
of the Border Security Force 
(BSF). Currently, DG Indo-

Tibet Border Police (ITBP) 
chief S SDeswal was holding 
the additional charge of BSF 
since March this year.

95. Rajiv Kumar was appointed 
as the new Election 
Commissioner by President 
RamNathKovind on August 
21, 2020.

96. Indian Cricketer Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni and Suresh 

Raina has announced 
retirement from all forms of 
international cricket.

97. Dream11, a fantasy sports 
platform, has won the title 
sponsorship rights for 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2020. Dream11 has 
signed aRs 222-crore deal 
with BCCI for this.

98. The book, titled “A Bend 
in Time: Writings by 
Children on the Covid-19 
pandemic”,written by 
awardwinning children’s 
author BijalVachharajani.

99. On the 70th birthday of 
award-winning author 
SudhaMurty, publishing 
house Penguin Random 
House India announced 
her latest collection of short 
stories, Grandparents’ Bag 
of Stories.

100. Former Indian cricketer 
and Uttar Pradesh minister 
Chetan Chauhan has passed 
away due to multiple organ 
failure. He was 73.
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ARTICLES YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS
Explained: Afghan citizenship, defined 
and redefined over decades of change

Unlike the Pakistan and Bangladesh Constitutions, the Afghanistan Constitution begins 
with praise of Allah and also blessings for the last Prophet and his followers.

The Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), 
2019 makes it easier 

for non-Muslim migrants 
from three countries to get 
Indian citizenship. This series 
has previously looked at the 
Constitutions of Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. The third country 
is Afghanistan:

Constitutional history

In a long history of conflict 
and multiple invasions, no 
empire or nation could control 
Afghanistan for long. Even 
the British, in spite of three 
wars since 1839, could not 
keep Afghanistan under their 
control and were defeated 
in the third of these wars in 
1919. Afghanistan was not 
part of British India and was 
not partitioned from India, 
which was cited among the 
reasons for enacting CAA. 
Under the Treaty of Rawalpindi, 
Afghanistan got independence 
in 1919. Simultaneously, a treaty 
of friendship was signed with 
Russia.

King Amanullah got a 
Constitution for Afghanistan in 
1921 and again in 1923 but the 
Tajiks removed him in 1929. A 
new Constitution was enacted 
in 1931. A coalition of rightist 
groups came to power in 1952 
and General Dawood Khan 
became PM in 1954.

A new Constitution was 
adopted in 1964 by the Grand 

Assembly, or Loya Jirga. Signed 
by King Zahir Shah, it provided 
for a constitutional monarchy 
and a bicameral legislature. 
Sovereignty was vested in the 
nation, not Allah. Article 2 
declared Islam the state religion 
and, unlike Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, mentioned that 
religious rites of the state shall 
be performed as per the Sunni 

Hanafi doctrine. Thus, other 
Muslim sects were in a way 
minorities. But the same Article 
also said non-Muslims shall 
be free to perform their rituals 
within limits determined by 
the laws for public decency and 
public peace.

Title Three of the Constitution 

talked about Rights and 
Duties (in India, Fundamental 
Duties were inserted in 1976). 
The first Article declared 
the people of Afghanistan, 
without discrimination or 
preference, have equal rights 
and obligations before law. 
Right to liberty under Article 26 
was said to have no limitations 
except liberty of others and 

public interest. It said the state 
has a duty to protect liberty 
and dignity of every human 
being. The Constitution did not 
mention freedom of religion of 
Muslims or others.

Soviet invasion

In a coup in 1978, the 
Communist Party took over 

power and introduced radical 
reforms. The United Nations 
condemned the invasion and 
the US supported the Afghan 
rebels in a decade-long war 
with the USSR. India supported 
the Soviet invasion. Eventually 
the Soviet army withdrew in 
1989 and Soviet Union-backed 
government collapsed in 1992. 
Thus until 1992, under the 

communist regime, no religious 
persecution of minorities could 
be alleged.

In 1995, the Islamic militia 
Taliban came to power 
and introduced regressive 
restrictions on female education 
and dated Islamic law and 
punishments. In 2001, they 
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destroyed Buddhist statues in 
Bamiyan. During their six-
year rule, even Muslims were 
persecuted. On December 22, 
2001, Hamid Karzai took over as 
head of an interim government. 
The current Constitution was 
adopted and ratified in January 
2004.

Religion & minority rights

Unlike the Pakistan and 
Bangladesh Constitutions, the 
Afghanistan Constitution begins 
with praise of Allah and also 
blessings for the last Prophet 
and his followers. The Preamble 
makes a categorical statement 
that Afghanistan belongs to all 
its tribes and peoples. Unlike the 
Indian Constitution, it mentions 
its commitment to the United 
Nations Charter as well as 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and thus broadens the 
ambit of non-Muslims’ rights 
and non-discrimination.

While it declares Islam the state 
religion, Article 2 says followers 
of other religions shall be free 
within the bounds of law in 
exercise and performance of 
their religious rituals. Article 3 
is problematic as it lays down 
that no law shall contravene 
tenets and provisions of Islam. 
Unlike Pakistan, sovereignty 
here (under Article 4) rests with 
the people, not Allah. Article 
35 prohibits formation of any 
party on the basis of religious 
sectarianism in addition 
to tribalism, parochialism 
and language. Article 80 
prohibits ministers on tour 
from using their position for 
religious purposes. Article 
149 prohibits amendment 
of principles of Islam and 
Islamic republicanism. It says 
fundamental rights can be 
amended only to improve and 
enlarge guarantees, not to 
diminish or restrict them.

The First Fundamental Right 
under Article 22 prohibits any 
discrimination and distinction 

between citizens and states that 
all citizens have equal rights and 
duties. India has given right to 
equality even to non-citizens. 
Article 57 of the Afghanistan 
Constitution does say foreigners 
will have rights and liberties in 
accordance with the law.

Unlike in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Article 29 of the 
Afghanistan Constitution 
specifically uses the term 
“persecution”. It forbids 
persecution of human beings. 
Thus the allegation of religious 
persecution in Afghanistan is 
not supported by the text of the 
Constitution; in practice, except 
during the short regime of the 
Taliban, no such case is made 
out. Unlike in India (only the 
SC, ST & OBC Commissions 
have constitutional status), 
Article 58 gives constitutional 
status to the independent 
Human Rights Commission.

Only a Muslim citizen born to 
Afghan parents can become 
President (in India, a naturalised 
citizen can become President) 
but the Afghanistan Chief 
Justice, judges and ministers can 
be naturalised citizens.

Citizenship

The original 1922 citizenship law 
of Afghanistan was handwritten. 
Article 8 of the 1923 
Constitution gave citizenship to 
all residents without religious 
discrimination. The main 
purpose was not citizenship but 
issuance of tazkira, or national 
identity cards. In India too, 
the National Register of Indian 
Citizens (NRIC) concept came 
with National Identity Card 
Rules, 2003. Afghanistan’s 
Article 8 gave citizenship just 
to males and was based on 
the narrower principle of jus 
sanguinis or blood relationship. 
But on November 7, 1936, a 
new citizenship law was made 
and, as per the 1930 Hague 
Convention on Nationality, 
jus soli or citizenship by birth 

was adopted. Article 2 said all 
children born to Afghan parents 
inside the country or abroad will 
be Afghan citizens.

The Indian Constitution and 
original Citizenship Act too was 
based on jus soli but the 1986 
and 2003 amendments have 
now adopted jus sanguinis; for 
children born after December 
31, 2003, both parents should be 
Indian citizens. Any foreigner 
who had resided for five years 
in Afghanistan could get 
Afghan citizenship. Following 
the “dependent principle”, 
any woman who married a 
foreigner lost citizenship but 
could get it back if her marriage 
subsequently ended in divorce. 
Non-Afghan women married 
to Afghan men were given 
citizenship.

The communist regime brought 
a few changes. On May 5, 1986, 
citizenship was defined as the 
legal and political relationship 
between a national and the 
state of Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan. India does 
not define citizenship. For the 
first time in Afghanistan, dual 
citizenship was abolished. The 
“independent principle” was 
adopted in respect of married 
women.

In 1979, citizenship of the king 
was withdrawn for supporting 
alien powers; it was restored in 
1992 by the new government. 
A new law of the Republic of 
Afghanistan came into force 
on March 15, 1992 but there 
was no major change except 
that renunciation of citizenship 
now required parliamentary 
approval and presidential assent. 
This law was replaced on June 
11, 2000 by the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan, without any 
substantive change. Under 
Article 28, an Afghan woman 
now retains her citizenship in 
spite of marrying a foreigner. 
Under Article 9(2), a child born 
in Afghanistan or outside to 

Afghan parents is a citizen. Even 
a child born in Afghanistan to 
foreigners can get citizenship on 
attaining age 18, if he decides 
to stay there, and if, within 
six more months, he does not 
apply for the same citizenship 
as his parents. In 2001, dual 
nationality was again accepted.

Article 12 says that if a child 
is born in Afghanistan and 
parents’ documents show that 
evidence of their citizenship 
is not available, the child will 
be considered an Afghan. 
Had India adopted this rule, 2 
lakh children would have got 
included in the Assam NRC. 
In accordance with the UN 
Convention on the Rights of 
Stateless Persons, 1954, all 
stateless persons are considered 
Afghan citizens. Citizenship by 
naturalisation is given to anyone 
who has resided there for five 
years.

After the Soviet invasion and 
subsequent conflict, Afghanistan 
has seen out-migration of 
millions. In 2017, 1,773 
applications of renunciation 
including of Hindus and Sikhs 
were received. Not every 
migration was due to religious 
persecution or well-founded 
fears.

Article 4 of the current 
Constitution declares that the 
Afghanistan nation is composed 
of all individuals who possess 
Afghan citizenship and the 
word Afghan shall apply to 
every citizen. In a bold and 
categorical statement, it says no 
individual shall be deprived of 
citizenship. Article 28 mentions 
it as a Fundamental Right and 
states no Afghan citizen shall 
be deprived of citizenship 
or sentenced to domestic or 
foreign exile. Like Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan neither 
confers nor denies citizenship 
on the basis of religion.
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Explained: In the Prashant Bhushan case, 
larger questions over contempt

The Supreme Court has deferred the hearing of a 2009 contempt case against lawyer Prashant Bhushan 
because ‘larger’ questions are involved. What are these questions that need to be examined by a new Bench?

On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court deferred the hearing 
in a 2009 contempt-of-court 
case against advocate Prashant 
Bhushan, and reserved its 
verdict on the quantum of 
sentencing in the contempt 
case initiated this year. The 
three-judge Bench led by 
Justice Arun Mishra directed 
that the case records of 2009 
be placed before the Chief 
Justice of India, who can list it 
before an appropriate Bench. 
The Bench deferred the hearing 
as the case involved “larger” 
questions, and since Justice 
Mishra retires on September 
2 and would not be able to 
conclude the hearing.

Prashant Bhushan: What are 
the cases against him about?

The 2009 case against Bhushan 
was filed by senior advocate 
Harish Salve in connection 
with an interview published in 
Tehelka magazine, in which he 
made allegations of corruption 
in the judiciary. Apart from 
Bhushan, then Tehelka editor 
Tarun Tejpal was also charged 
with contempt of court.

In 2010, a three-judge Bench 
headed by Justice Altamas 
Kabir had issued notices to 
Bhushan and Tejpal, but the 
case only came up for hearing 
when the SC recently initiated 
a fresh contempt case against 
Bhushan.

The fresh case involves two 
tweets by Bhushan about the 
Supreme Court’s functioning 
and the Chief Justice of India. 
On August 14, the Supreme 
Court found the two tweets 

amounting to “serious 
contempt of court”. In this 
case, Bhushan has refused to 
apologise and has stood his 
ground that the tweets reflected 
his “bonafide beliefs”, even as 
the Supreme Court gave him 
time to rethink and tender 
an unconditional apology 
or withdraw his statement. 
The court has now reserved 
its verdict on the quantum 
of punishment, if any, to be 
imposed on Bhushan. What are 
the “larger” questions in the 

2009 case?

Bhushan has argued that 
the 2009 case would involve 
questions that required 
interpretation of the 
Constitution and hence it must 
be referred to a larger Bench.

On August 24, through his 
lawyer Kamini Jaiswal, he 
submitted a list of 10 questions 
that needed to be addressed 
by a Constitution Bench. The 
most crucial of these questions 

is whether expressing “bonafide 
opinion about the extent of 
corruption in any section of 
the judiciary” would amount to 
contempt of court.

Bhushan also pointed out 
several conflicting rulings on 
the subjects of contempt of 
court, and bar against speaking 
in the public domain about 
complaints against a judge, and 
sought reference to a larger 
Bench to settle the law on 
these issues. In a 1995 ruling, 

Ravichandran Iyer v Justice A 
M Bhattacharjee, the Supreme 
Court had said that lawyers 
must inform the Chief Justice 
of that court about allegations 
against any judge, with prima 
facie evidence, so that the CJ 
can look into the matter.

Bhushan asked if this 
procedure is compatible with 
the “reasonable restrictions” 
imposed on free speech by the 
Constitution.

Although the 1971 Contempt 
of Courts Act recognises 
truth as a defence in cases, 
one of the questions that 
Bhushan has raised is whether 
the contemnor has to prove 
the allegation or remark on 
corruption. Although the 
1971 Contempt of Courts Act 
recognises truth as a defence 
in cases, one of the questions 
that Bhushan has raised is 
whether the contemnor has to 
prove the allegation or remark 
on corruption. What about the 

other case?

The Supreme Court has already 
held Bhushan guilty of “serious 
contempt of court” for his two 
tweets. Generally, a separate 
hearing for sentencing follows 
conviction, with the court 
hearing arguments again 
to decide the quantum of 
punishment.

On August 20, during the 
sentencing hearing, the 
Supreme Court gave Bhushan 
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more time to “think over” and 
tender an apology to the court. 
This extension was despite 
Bhushan’s stand that he had 
not tweeted in a “fit of absent-
mindedness” but had expressed 
what he termed a “bonafide 
belief ” he held on the state of 
the judiciary.

On August 24, he filed another 
affidavit, reiterating his stand 
and informing the court that 
tendering an insincere apology 
would in fact constitute 

contempt of court. The court 
once again heard arguments 
by Bhushan’s lawyer and 
Attorney General for India 
K K Venugopal on why the 
court must not award any 
punishment to Bhushan and 
concluded the hearing.

Venugopal also told the court 
that while Bhushan may be 
warned, he should not be 
awarded a punishment.

Why is the court repeatedly 

asking for an apology?

The Contempt of Courts Act 
1971 lays down the procedure 
to be followed in contempt 
cases. It also says that the 
offence is punishable with 
simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may 
extend to Rs 2,000, or both.

However, Section 12 of the 
Act also adds an exception to 
the punishment prescribed. 

“Provided that the accused 
may be discharged or the 
punishment awarded may be 
remitted on apology being 
made to the satisfaction of the 
court,” the law says.

Hence, a statement of apology 
to the court by Bhushan would 
allow the court to let him off 
without punishment even 
though the Supreme Court has 
found him guilty of contempt 
of court.

Rajapaksas win super majority in 
Sri Lanka parliamentary poll

Sri Lanka’s ruling party secured 
a two-thirds majority in the 
recent parliamentary election, 
Friday’s results showed, giving 
the Rajapaksa brothers the 
power they sought to amend 
the Constitution.

The Sri Lanka Podujana 
Peramuna (SLPP) obtained 
nearly 60% of the total votes 
polled, almost equalling the 
Rajapaksa-led front’s biggest 
mandate yet in 2010, when it 
peaked in popularity on the 
heels of ending the civil war.

Coming less than a year after 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s 
ascent to power, the huge 
victory heralds the brothers’ 
likely power consolidation, as 
they helm the country’s two 
most powerful offices.

The President’s elder brother 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, 74, polled 
over five lakh votes in his 
constituency — Kurunegala 
district in North Western 
Province — and will be sworn 
in as Prime Minister on Sunday 
at the Kelaniya Raja Maha 
Vihara, a famed Buddhist 
temple near Colombo.

The SLPP, one of Sri Lanka’s 

newest parties founded by the 
Rajapaksas, won 145 seats in the 
225-member legislature. With 
the assured support of at least 
five allies, the party can easily 
reach the 150-seat mark needed 
for two-thirds support, which 
is a political feat in Sri Lanka’s 
proportional representation 
system of election.

Super majority

However, the prospect of such 
a super majority has already 
sparked concern among 
sceptics and Opposition forces.

“2/3 majority! Expecting the 
worst — hoping for the best. 
Prove us wrong, Mr. President,” 
tweeted Mangala Samaraweera, 
a prominent Minister in the 
former government, who opted 

out of the political race, after his 
party suffered a split ahead of 
this election.

The “root causes” of the evils 
facing Sri Lanka, he said, could 
be traced to periods when 
governments held a two-thirds 
majority in the House, citing 
precedents in 1956, 1977 
and 2010, while urging the 
President to learn from “past 

mistakes”.

Likely casualties

Even before the poll, the 
Rajapaksas vowed to change 
the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution, a 2015 legislation 
— introduced when the former 
government was in power 
— that sought to trim the 

President’s executive powers 
and strengthen independent 
institutions.

The amendment is the 
likely “first casualty” of the 
Rajapaksa government’s two-
thirds majority, according to 
Harshana Rambukwella, a 
senior academic at the Open 
University of Sri Lanka.

“Despite its many flaws, it 
strengthened democratic 
institutions and acted as a 
moderating force on executive 
overreach,” he told The Hindu. 
“We might be in a paradoxical 
situation where democratic 
space shrinks, while the 
political stability generated by 
the two-thirds may translate 
into political dividends at least 
for certain segments.”

It is not just the 19th 
Amendment that is at stake. 
Politicians linked to the regime 
have also questioned the need 
for the 13th Amendment, 
that followed the Indo-Lanka 
Accord and remains the 
only legislative assurance on 
devolving substantive powers 
to provinces including those 
inhabited by minority Tamils.
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In a recent interview to the 
local Daily FT newspaper 
ahead of election, Basil 
Rajapaksa, another Rajapaksa 
sibling and the architect of 
their camp’s poll campaigns 
and victories, referred to the 
13th Amendment as “the first 
biggest blow” to the Sri Lankan 
Constitution. “A Constitution 
needs pillars and frameworks. 
Unfortunately in the current 
situation these have been 
changed from time to time… we 

are definitely dedicated to a new 
Constitution,” he said, tying it to 
the mandate their party might 
get.

Speaking of the SLPP’s future 
role, he said he would like 
to model it on the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) and 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in India, the “best two” 
examples, and “how they act”.

While Sri Lankans wait to 

see how the ambitious party 
fares while in power, rights 
and democratic freedoms 
have already come under 
greater focus after President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
assumed office. Recently, 10 
international human rights 
organisations — including 
Amnesty International, Forum 
Asia and South Asians for 
Human Rights — issued a 
joint statement urging the Sri 
Lankan government to end 

“targeted arrests, intimidation 
and threats” of lawyers, activists, 
human rights defenders and 
journalists.

Following his big win, PM 
Mahinda Rajapaksa on Friday 
thanked supporters for “placing 
their trust” on President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and 
himself. “We will ensure #lka 
will not stand disappointed 
during our tenure,” he said in a 
tweet.

Brexit’s done; now comes the hard part
Boris Johnson’s tough talk on 
exit terms has revived fears of a 
‘hard Brexit’ involving a no deal 
and a massive hit to the UK’s 
economy

“Get Brexit Done” was UK 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
punchy slogan, that won him 
an unexpectedly big election 
sweep; and at 11pm on January 
31, he finally took Britain out 
of the EU. The awkward hour 
was another reminder of the 
difficulties ahead.The EU sets 
its clocks one hour ahead of 
Britain, and Brussels insisted 
the divorce should take place 
at midnight their time. Britain’s 
out of the EU, but agreeing on 
exit terms will involve tortuous 
negotiations that must finish 
by December 31. During the 
11-month transition, Britain 
won’t be at the EU decision-
making high table but will be 
bound by its provisions on 
everything from travel to trade. 
Britain must decide by June 
whether it wants an extension 
of the transition period, to 
which Johnson’s already 
declaring, “Definitely no.”

For now, Johnson’s following a 
maximalist negotiating strategy 
and demanding huge EU 
concessions. His endgame is 
zero tariffs and zero quotas on 
British goods entering the EU. 

Simultaneously, he’s insisting 
the UK must be free from EU 
regulations. That’s a red line 
Brussels won’t cross. The EU 
fears Britain will introduce 
a low-cost regime, watering 
down rules in areas like the 
environment, workers’ rights 
and food safety. Britain wants a 
“Canada-style” free-trade pact 
with the EU, but Brussels notes 
Canada only got the deal by 
aligning its rules with the EU. 
All this tough talk has revived 
fears of a ‘hard Brexit’ involving 
a no deal and a massive hit 
to the UK’s economy — and 
that’s sent the British pound 
tumbling. Getting a trade deal 
done is vital for key industries 
like automobiles, where there’s 
two-way traffic of vehicles 
that sell all over Europe and 
components that go in both 

directions. Jaguar Land Rover, 
owned by the Tatas, is Britain’s 
largest auto company. Fisheries 
are emerging as a key sticking 
point, with countries like 
France determined to have 
access to British waters.

Simultaneously, the UK also 
aims to strike trade deals with 
countries globally, which UK 
Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab optimistically expects to 
be sewn up by mid-2021. While 
US President Donald Trump 
promised a “massive” trade 
deal, better than any EU pact, 
that’s looking less certain as 
Americans now are enraged by 
Johnson’s green light to Chinese 
telecom giant Huawei. The US 
also wants sizeable concessions, 
especially on farm exports like 
‘chlorinated chicken’ (chlorine-
washed chicken), which will 

be hard for Britons to swallow. 
The US pharma industry will 
pile on pressure for sweeter 
deals from Britain’s cherished 
National Health Service, which 
would mean higher drug 
prices and would elicit huge 
protests. For Indian companies, 
Brexit’s been a huge uncertainty 
factor for their British and 
EU operations. TCS, for 
instance, does 15 per cent of 
its business in the UK and has 
15,000 employees there. The 
company’s CEO says it might 
transfer 1,000 employees who 
deal with European customers 
from Britain. Other companies, 
too, must wait longer for clarity. 
In other words, Johnson’s got 
Brexit done, but there’s still an 
enormous amount of detailed 
work left undone.
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What is coparcenary property in Hindu law?
The story so far: On August 
11, the Supreme Court of 
India held that daughters, 
like sons, have an equal right 
to inherit ancestral property. 
The legislation that conferred 
coparcenary status on women 
dates back to 2005, when the 
Hindu Succession Act, 1956 was 
amended. The verdict answers 
the question whether the 
coparcenary right of daughters 
comes into effect only if the 
father — through whom the 
right is claimed — was alive on 
the day the amendment came 
into force. The top court ruled 
that a daughter’s right flows 
from her birth and not by any 
other factor.

What is coparcenary property 
in Hindu law?

A Hindu joint family consists of 
lineal descendants of a common 
ancestor. In other words, a 
male head and his descendants, 
including their wives and 
unmarried daughters. A 
coparcenary is a smaller unit 
of the family that jointly owns 
property. A coparcenary 
consists of a ‘propositus’, that 
is, a person at the top of a 
line of descent, and his three 
lineal descendants — sons, 
grandsons and great-grandsons. 
Coparcenary property is named 
thus because the co-ownership 
is marked by “unity of 
possession, title and interest”.

Editorial | Right by birth: 
On daughters and Hindu 
succession act

The English term itself is 
borrowed from common law, 
but the concept is found in 
Hindu law. In the Mitakshara 
school, which prevails in most 
parts of India, a male’s right to 
be a coparcener is by birth. But 
if a newborn male is the fifth 
lineal descendant — that is a 

great-great-grandson, while 
the common ancestor, his son, 
grandson and great-grandson 
are alive — the right to be 
included in the coparcenary 
will ripen only when the 
common ancestor dies. In 
other words, a coparcenary has 
succession up to four degrees 
of lineal descent. It is believed 
that this is based on the Hindu 
tenet that only males up to 
three degrees can offer spiritual 
ministration to ancestors. And 
only males can be coparceners.

What was the traditional 
position and how was it 
changed by codified law?

In Mitakshara law, on the death 
of a coparcener, his interest 
became merged with that of 
the surviving coparceners. 
Sons inherited property only 
by virtue of being or becoming 
coparceners. When the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956, was 
enacted, this position was 
largely preserved by Section 
6. It said that when a male 
Hindu died after the Act 
came into force, his interest 
in a Mitakshara coparcenary 
shall go to the surviving 
members of the coparcenary 
and not in accordance with 
the Act. However, a proviso 
was added to preserve the 
interest of female children. 
It said if the deceased left 
behind a Class I female 
relative (daughter, widow or 
mother, etc.) or a male relative 
claiming through such female 
kin, his interest would go to 
them by testamentary (by 
will) or intestate (without a 
will) succession, and not by 
survivorship.

This meant that even the 
codified law did not address the 
conventional discrimination 
against women. Although by 

separate colonial-era laws, some 
limited rights of inheritance 
were conferred on daughters 
(in respect of intestate, non-
coparcenary property in the 
Hindu Law of Inheritance 
(Amendment) Act, 1929) 
and widows (whose right to 
succeed to The story so far: On 
August 11, the Supreme Court 
of India held that daughters, 
like sons, have an equal right 
to inherit ancestral property. 
The legislation that conferred 
coparcenary status on women 
dates back to 2005, when the 
Hindu Succession Act, 1956 was 
amended. The verdict answers 
the question whether the 
coparcenary right of daughters 
comes into effect only if the 
father — through whom the 
right is claimed — was alive on 
the day the amendment came 
into force. The top court ruled 
that a daughter’s right flows 
from her birth and not by any 
other factor.

What is coparcenary property 
in Hindu law?

A Hindu joint family consists of 
lineal descendants of a common 
ancestor. In other words, a 
male head and his descendants, 
including their wives and 
unmarried daughters. A 
coparcenary is a smaller unit 
of the family that jointly owns 
property. A coparcenary 
consists of a ‘propositus’, that 

is, a person at the top of a 
line of descent, and his three 
lineal descendants — sons, 
grandsons and great-grandsons. 
Coparcenary property is named 
thus because the co-ownership 
is marked by “unity of 
possession, title and interest”.

Editorial | Right by birth: 
On daughters and Hindu 
succession act

The English term itself is 
borrowed from common law, 
but the concept is found in 
Hindu law. In the Mitakshara 
school, which prevails in most 
parts of India, a male’s right to 
be a coparcener is by birth. But 
if a newborn male is the fifth 
lineal descendant — that is a 
great-great-grandson, while 
the common ancestor, his son, 
grandson and great-grandson 
are alive — the right to be 
included in the coparcenary 
will ripen only when the 
common ancestor dies. In 
other words, a coparcenary has 
succession up to four degrees 
of lineal descent. It is believed 
that this is based on the Hindu 
tenet that only males up to 
three degrees can offer spiritual 
ministration to ancestors. And 
only males can be coparceners.

What was the traditional 
position and how was it 
changed by codified law?

In Mitakshara law, on the death 
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of a coparcener, his interest 
became merged with that of 
the surviving coparceners. 
Sons inherited property only 
by virtue of being or becoming 
coparceners. When the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956, was 
enacted, this position was 
largely preserved by Section 
6. It said that when a male 
Hindu died after the Act 
came into force, his interest 
in a Mitakshara coparcenary 
shall go to the surviving 
members of the coparcenary 
and not in accordance with 
the Act. However, a proviso 
was added to preserve the 
interest of female children. 
It said if the deceased left 
behind a Class I female 
relative (daughter, widow or 
mother, etc.) or a male relative 
claiming through such female 
kin, his interest would go to 
them by testamentary (by 
will) or intestate (without a 
will) succession, and not by 
survivorship.

This meant that even the 
codified law did not address the 
conventional discrimination 
against women. Although by 
separate colonial-era laws, some 
limited rights of inheritance 
were conferred on daughters 
(in respect of intestate, non-
coparcenary property in the 
Hindu Law of Inheritance 

(Amendment) Act, 1929) and 
widows (whose right to succeed 
to husband’s property was 
equated to that of the son in 
the Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property Act, 1937), women 
were denied coparcenary status. 
These laws were repealed by the 
Hindu Succession Act, 1956.

What changes did the 2005 
Amendment bring?

In its statement of objects and 
reasons for the amendment, 
the Union government said the 
recognition given in the 1956 
Act to the rule of devolution by 
survivorship and its retention 
of the Mitakshara coparcenary 
property without including 
women in it meant that women 
could not inherit ancestral 
property in the same way 
as men. It said: “The law by 
excluding the daughter from 
participating in the coparcenary 
ownership not only contributes 
to her discrimination on the 
ground of gender but also has 
led to oppression and negation 
of her fundamental right of 
equality guaranteed by the 
Constitution....”

Therefore, it amended Section 
6 to remove the discrimination 
and confer equal rights on 
daughters too. It declared that 
a coparcener’s daughter would 

become a coparcener in her 
own right by birth, in the same 
manner as a son; and would 
have the same rights that she 
would have, had she been a 
son. The amendment came 
into force on September 9, 
2005, but it contained a proviso 
that it would not invalidate 
any disposition of property by 
partition or will that had taken 
place prior to December 20, 
2004 — the day the amendment 
was introduced in the Rajya 
Sabha.

What is the verdict’s 
significance?

As laws are generally deemed 
prospective, civil cases relating 
to coparcenary property threw 
up questions such as whether it 
would apply only to daughters 
born after September 9, 2005, 
or whether, if they were born 
before that, it would be limited 
to those whose father — the 
coparcener through whom they 
will inherit the status — was 
also alive on that day.

Rights of daughters | Supreme 
Court ruling a wake-up call to 
family businesses

Many courts took the view 
that only a living coparcener’s 
daughter would get the benefit 
of the new law. It was argued 

that if a man had died before 
2005, his interest would not 
have passed on to his daughter, 
as the amendment was yet 
to come into force. Allowing 
coparcenary status to such 
women would imply that the 
amendment had retrospective 
effect.

The Supreme Court in Prakash 
and Others vs. Phulavati (2015) 
ruled on these lines, holding 
that it had no retrospective 
effect, and only living daughters 
of living coparceners (as on 
the date of its coming into 
effect) would get its benefit. 
As another judgment took a 
different view, this was posted 
before a three-judge Bench 
headed by Justice Arun Mishra.

Tuesday’s verdict has upheld 
the stand that coparcenary 
status of daughters is created 
by birth, and is not dependent 
on whether the father was 
alive or not on the date on 
which it came into force — a 
daughter has the same status 
as a son as soon as she is born. 
The significance of this verdict 
is that it has put an end to 
all doubts about when the 
amendment comes into force, 
and whether some women 
could be left out of it on the 
ground that it can only have 
prospective application.

Reproductive Human Rights In Light Of The Recent 
Judgment On Child Rape Victims

Reproductive rights is the one 
of the most talked about, yet 
ignored aspect of human rights 
in India. Reproductive rights 
with respect to abortion is 
still a grey area with respect to 
human rights and fundamental 
rights. They bring with it a lot 
of stigma and apprehensions 
regarding sexual health. Laws 
like Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act prioritise the 
consent of a woman for the 
termination of pregnancy over 
anybody else’s consent. There 

have been cases where minor 
girls or women with STDs have 
been denied abortion by the 
courts just because they had 
crossed 20 weeks of gestation 
period, which is the maximum 
for conduction of medical 
termination of pregnancy as 
per the Indian law. The Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy Act 
has by far, granted absolute 
rights of abortion only to 
married women. Under 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, minor 

sexual abuse victims are ought 
to reveal their conception 
to a guardian which at some 
instances, leads to hesitation 
in coming out regarding their 
pregnancy.

REPRODUCTIVE HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND ABORTION 
LAWS: POINTS OF 
CONCERN

As per the MTP act, a woman 
remains at the disposal 
of a registered medical 

practitioner’s judgment even in 
the early stages of pregnancy, 
violating the right of a woman 
to make reproductive choices 
about her own body. The 
Hon’ble Supreme Court in the 
case of Justice K S Puttaswamy 
v. Union of India[1] reiterated 
the judgment in Suchitra 
Srivastava’s case[2] in holding 
that the choice of a woman to 
carry a pregnancy to its full 
term, to deliver, and to raise 
children are inclusive of her 
right to privacy, health, and 
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dignity.

Every right has two elements- 
material element and formal 
element. When we say that we 
have an interest in reputation, 
it means we have an interest in 
enjoying a good name and the 
State is obliged to protect that 
interest. Similarly, when have 
an interest in our body and 
if a doctor obligated to give a 
safe medical treatment denies 
abortion, we would be denying 
her those rights guaranteed 
under article 21.

The gestational age limit 
of 20 weeks on abortions 
falls short in the present era 
because the gynaecologists and 
obstetricians believe that there 
are certain foetal abnormalities 
that can be detected only after 
20 weeks of conception.

So far, neither the Union not 
State Government-controlled 
hospitals have adequate 
equipment (such as suction 
apparatus) which is, at present, 
believed to be the most modern 
and simplest methods of 
abortion.

Section 28 of PCPNDT act 
further binds the hands of 
courts in taking cognizance of 
offences falling under the act if 
the notice has not been given 
within 15 days to appropriate 
authority. Such cumbersome 
procedure when a women 
might be forcibly deprived of 
her female foetus or would be 
threatened and tortured for 
the same, is violation of the 
principle of ex aequo et bono.

International treaties which 
India has been signatory to and 
has ratified subsequently have 
also often been juxtaposed with 
Indian laws and referred to by 
courts in various judgments. 
Article 12 of International 
Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights mandates 
that the States Parties must 
recognize the right of everyone 
to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical 
and mental health. A woman 
denied her right over her body 
when her life is threatened or 
the pregnancy is unwanted, it is 
a direct attack on her physical 
and mental health. The treaty 
also ensures that women with 

disabilities are also vested with 
rights pertaining to physical 
and mental health which 
obviously include reproductive 
human rights.

The Punjab High Court in the 
case of Suchita Srivastava v. 
Chandigarh Administration[3] 
had stated that international 
human rights law recognizes 
the rights of a person only 
after birth. It further observed 
that the right to control their 
body, fertility, and motherhood 
choices should be left to the 
women alone. This judgment is 
quite instrumental in outlining 
the essence of raging the 
worldwide debate commonly 
referred to as “pro-choice 
v. pro-life”. This debate is 
found to be in conflict with 
religious principles, and social 
and cultural beliefs of Indian 
society.

Further, a three-Judge Bench 
of the Supreme Court[4] 
while dealing with the rights 
of a woman over her body 
in a matter pertaining to the 
issue of abortion in the case 
of a mentally disabled and 
pregnant woman, incorporated 
the right of a woman to make 
reproductive choices in the 
ambit of personal liberty under 
Article 21 of the Constitution, 
saying, “It is important to 
recognise that reproductive 
choices can be exercised to 
procreate as well as to abstain 
from procreating.”[5]

STATE OF RAJASTHAN 
AND ORS. V. V.S. AND ANR.
[6]

The respondent was subject 
to a sexual assault after which 
she conceived. She moved 

an application through her 
mother seeking permission for 
termination of her pregnancy 
before the Special Judge, SC/
ST Act cases, Churu, Rajasthan 
who directed a medical 
examination to ascertain the 
physical and mental status of 
the girl and of the foetus to 
assess whether she was capable 
of safe child birth. It was found 
that there was no serious threat 
to her life in termination of 
pregnancy but there was a 
scope of medical or surgical 
complications.

Since the victim was a minor, 
the case was transferred to the 
Court of the Special Judge, 
POCSO Act Cases, Churu 
who held that the application 
was not maintainable because 
the length of gestation had 
gone beyond the threshold 
of 20 weeks prescribed by 

The Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act.

According to the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Act, a pregnant minor 
can legally receive an abortion 
only with the consent of a legal 
guardian. Under the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 2012, 
any sexual activity under the 
age of 18, even if consensual, 
comes under the legal scrutiny. 
Thus, if any adolescent goes to 
a doctor seeking any services 
related to reproductive health, 
including abortion, the doctor 
is mandatorily required to 
report that to the authorities. 
So while MTP Act regulations 
lay down a confidentiality 
procedure to protect the 
identity of the abortion-seeking 
girl, POCSO on the other 

hand necessitates disclosure 
to the authorities, which is an 
anomaly in connection to the 
right of privacy of such minor 
girl. This makes us ponder over 
the fact that only a handful of 
women make it to the courts, 
where they face additional 
trauma due to delay in legal 
proceedings, all this while 
their pregnancy is steadily 
advancing.

WHAT PREVAILS 
IN ADJUDGING 
COMPARATIVE AGONY?

Doctrinal research has settled 
beyond the pale of doubt that 
delivering a child below the age 
of 18 years is not conducive to 
the mental and physical well-
being of the mother and future 
complications are imminent.

In this case, the conception 
was a result of sexual assault 
being committed on the 
minor girl, which infringed 
her fundamental right to live 
as a normal person without 
undergoing the trauma of 
carrying the child of her rapist 
apart from the invariable 
trauma of conceiving at such 
a young age. This, should be 
given precedence over the 
fictional fundamental right of 
the child whose coming to the 
world hangs in the balance.

In contrast to the judgment 
by the Hon’ble High Court of 
Rajasthan which prioritized 
the right to life of the foetus 
over the right to life of the 
victim, the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court held that Explanation 
(1) of Section 6 of the MTP act 
clearly stipulates that where 
pregnancy is caused by rape, 
the anguish caused to the 
victim would be unbounded. 
Since the victim here was a 
child and had an entire life 
ahead of her, the situation was 
graver. The court had to strike 
a balance between the right to 
life of two “children.”

It needs to be noted here that a 
bill to increase the permissible 
limit for medical termination 
of pregnancy from 20 weeks to 
24 weeks in certain situations 
has already been approved by 
the Cabinet and is awaiting 
approval by the Parliament. 
[7] The then HRD Minister 
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Prakash Javadekar said that 
it was aimed to protect the 
reproductive rights of women, 
ensure safe termination 
of a pregnancy and most 
importantly help the victims of 
rape, girls with disabilities as 
well as minors, who may not 
realise they are pregnant until 
later.

The medical opinion on 
teenage pregnancies and its 
impact on the unborn child 
was dealt with by the Madras 
High Court in the case of V. 
Krishnan vs. G. Ranjan[8].

The Hon’ble bench took 
cognizance of the piquant 
situation that the victim’s right 

to seek abortion had been 
irretrievably frustrated because 
of the delay occurred at the 
initial stages. Apparently, the 
victim sought termination of 
her pregnancy well in time but 
the matter was unnecessarily 
delayed because of red-tapism 
and systemic indifference.

The rights of women pertaining 
to their reproductive health 
should be recognized without 
being subject to judicial and 
statutory control as upholding 
their right to life and personal 
liberty under Article 21 and 
this should be recognized much 
sooner than the proposed 
amendments.

Section 6, Again- But For A Different Reason
Section 6 of the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956, 
continues to flummox this 
author, notwithstanding 
the catena of judgments 
and numerous Articles. The 
amendment of Section 6 of 
the Hindu Succession Act, 
1956 (hereinafter referred to 
as ‘the Act’) by virtue of Hindu 
Succession (Amendment) Act, 
2005 (39 of 2005) (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘the Amendment 
Act’) and its interpretation, 
remains a constant topic for 
discussion, amongst the legal 
fraternity. Of course, there are 
many facets of the provision, 
which still lie in a grey area. 
One thing is clear; there can 
never be an exhaustive article 
on Section 6. Apart from the 
mandatory vacation presented 
by Covid-19, a perspicacious 
lawyer viz. Srinath Sridevan1, 
spurred the author to take 
another shot at Section 6 of the 
Act. Nevertheless, the author’s 
obsession with Section 6 of the 
Act, continues.

ISSUE: This article primarily 
deals with the effect of Proviso 
to un-amended Section 6 of the 
Act and Explanation 2 appended 
thereto, and the impact of their 
exclusion in amended Section 
6, brought out by Amendment 
Act, which came into effect from 
09.09.2005.

PRE AMENDMENT 
SCENARIO:

Legal Provisions (Extracted 
because it is expedient)

6. Devolution of interest in 
Coparcenary property — When 
a male Hindu dies after the 
commencement of this Act, 
having at the time of his death 
an interest in a Mitakshara 
Coparcenary property, his 
interest in the property shall 

devolve by survivorship upon 
the surviving members of 
the Coparcenary and not in 
accordance with this Act:

Provided that, if the deceased 
had left him surviving a female 
relative specified in Class I of 
the Schedule or a male relative 
specified in that class who 
claims through such female 
relative, the interest of the 
deceased in the Mitakshara 
Coparcenary property shall 
devolve by testamentary or 

intestate succession, as the case 
may be, under this Act and not 
by survivorship.

Explanation 1 — For the 
purposes of this Section, the 
interest of a Hindu Mitakshara 
coparcener shall be deemed to 
be the share in the property that 
would have been allotted to him 
if a partition of the property 
had taken place immediately 
before his death, irrespective of 
whether he was entitled to claim 
partition or not.

Explanation 2 — Nothing 
contained in the Proviso to 
this Section shall be construed 
as enabling a person who has 
separated himself from the 
Coparcenary before the death of 
the deceased or any of his heirs 
to claim on intestacy a share in 
the interest referred to therein.”

Section 8 – General Rules of 
Succession in the case of Males 
- The property of a male Hindu 
dying intestate shall devolve 
according to the provisions of 

this Chapter II:-

(a) firstly, upon the heirs, being 
the relatives specified in Class I 
of the Schedule;

• secondly, if there is no heir 
of Class I, then upon the heirs, 
being the relatives specified in 
Class II of the Schedule;

• thirdly, if there is no heir 
of any of the two classes, 
then upon the agnates of the 
deceased; and

• lastly, if there is no agnate, 
then upon the cognates of the 
deceased.

Before proceeding further, it is 
better to understand the purport 
of Section 6, as it stood, prior 
to amendment. The provisions 
of Hindu Law can be better 
appreciated by illustrations. The 
following illustrations, albeit 
not exhaustive, would clearly 
demonstrate the implication of 
the Proviso and Explanation 2:

Illustration 1 - A Coparcenary 

consisted of father A, sons 
B & C and daughter D. If 
son C (having 1/3rd share) 
had separated earlier, he was 
precluded from claiming any 
share on the death of father A.

The Proviso as well as 
Explanation 2, barred such a 
claim. On the death of father A, 
his 1/3rd share devolved on son 
B and daughter D, as per Section 
8 of the Act.

Illustration 2 – A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A and three 
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sons B, C & D. If son C (having 
1/4th share) had separated 
earlier, on the intestacy of father 
A, sons B and D succeeded to 
the 1/4th share of father A, by 
survivorship. In this illustration, 
the Proviso was not attracted 
due to absence of Class I 
female heir and consequently, 
Explanation 2 did not apply.

Illustration 3 – A Coparcenary 
consisted of four brothers 
A, B, C & D and brother C 
(having 1/4th share) had 
separated, earlier. On the 
intestacy of any of the remaining 
Coparceners viz. A or B or D, 
the property devolved on the 
surviving Coparceners. But 
in a case where the undivided 
Coparcener had left behind a 
Class I female heir, such heir 
succeeded in terms of Section 8 
of the Act.

Illustration 4 - A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A, sons B, C 
& D. Son C (having 1/4th share) 
had separated, earlier. Father A 
died leaving behind his wife and 
mother, as well. On the intestacy 
of father A, his widow, mother, 
sons B & D succeeded to the 
1/4th share of father A, in terms 
of Section 8 of the Act.

Illustration 5 – A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A, sons B and 
C. Son C (having 1/3rd share) 
got separated, earlier. Thereafter, 
father A died leaving behind his 
sons B & C and widow D. On 
father A’s death, his 1/3rd share 
in the Coparcenary property 
did not devolve by survivorship 
upon sons B and C, as there was 
a female relative specified in 
Class I. Though, the two sons B 
& C and the widow were heirs, 
Explanation 2, excluded the 
divided son C. Hence, son B and 
widow of the deceased alone 
were each entitled to ½ share 
in the property left behind by 
father A, as per Section 8 of the 
Act.

Illustration 6 – A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A, sons 
B, C, D and daughter E. All 
the sons were separated. The 
Coparcenary came to an end, as 
it could not consist of a single 
individual. Consequently, the 
provisions of Section 6 of the 
Act, were not applicable. On 
father A’s death, his three sons 
and daughter succeeded to the 

property, as per Section 8 of the 
Act.

AN EXAMEN: The above 
illustrations make obvious that 
if there was any Class I female 
heir, the divided coparcener 
would be disqualified from 
claiming any share in view 
of Explanation 2. On the 
contrary, even if there was no 
Class I female heir, the divided 
coparcener was disentitled 
from claiming any share, due 
to continuance of Coparcenary, 
by survivorship. It is needless 
to mention that the legal heirs 
of the divided coparcener, were 
also not entitled to claim any 
share. This was the rationale 
behind the Proviso and 
Explanation 2 to Section 6 of the 
un-amended Act.

A perusal of un-amended 
Section 6 of the Act, made it 
abundantly clear that it did not 
bring about any major change 
in the law relating to succession 
amongst Hindus, as it existed 
prior to 1956. In a Coparcenary, 
share enlarges on the death of a 
coparcener and diminishes on 
the birth of a coparcener. On the 
death of a coparcener, his share 
devolved upon the surviving 
Coparceners. The concept 
of survivorship, which is the 
fulcrum of Coparcenary, was 
preserved.

The effect of the Proviso read 
with Explanation 1 thereto, 
was that when there was an 
heir of the nature specified in 
the Proviso, the share of the 
deceased coparcener had to 
be determined on the deemed 
fiction that a partition of the 
property had taken place 
immediately before his death, 
irrespective of the fact, whether 
the deceased coparcener was 
entitled to claim partition or 
not.

An exception was carved out 
by the Proviso, enabling Class 
I female heir(s) mentioned 
therein to succeed to the estate 
of the deceased coparcener, 
along with male heir(s) in the 
same Class. If the deceased 
had left behind him a female 
relative, specified in Class I of 
the Schedule or a male relative 
specified in that Class, who 
claimed through such female 
relative, the interest of the 

deceased in the Coparcenary 
property was to devolve by 
testamentary or intestate 
succession as the case may 
be, under the Act and not by 
survivorship. At this juncture, 
the provisions of Section 8 of 
the Act, had to be applied. In 
case of intestate succession, 
devolution of shares took place 
as per Section 8 of the Act. This 
change was brought about with 
a view to improve the status of 
Class I female heirs in respect 
of Coparcenary property. But 
if a coparcener had previously 
separated from the Coparcenary, 
he was disentitled to claim 
any share on the death of any 
of the remaining coparceners. 
Consequently, even a Class I 
female heir of such a separated 
coparcener was disentitled from 
claiming any share on the death 
of the remaining coparceners.

It is pertinent to mention here 
that a Class I female heir was 
not conferred the status of a 
coparcener, at that point in time. 
Hence the separated coparcener 
only implied a male. In essence, 
Explanation 2 postulated that 
a male, who was separated 
from the Coparcenary was not 
entitled to claim a share in the 
Coparcenary property, if there 
were Class I female heirs. In 
cases where there was no Class 
I female heir, the share of the 
deceased coparcener went to 
the surviving coparceners. In 
such cases, Section 8 of the Act, 
was not applicable. In other 
words, Explanation 2 precluded 
a person, who had separated 
himself from the Coparcenary, 
before the death of the deceased 
or any his heirs, to claim on 
such intestacy.

The fundamental principle 
behind Explanation 2 was 
that the surviving coparceners 
were to be preferred in the 
matter of intestate succession 
to a person, who had gone 
out of the family, after taking 
away his share. Explanation 
2 was incorporated with a 
view to prevent the separated 
coparcener from seeking a 
share, again. The lawmakers 
felt that a coparcener having 
separated, should not be allowed 
to claim any further share. 
Hence by virtue of Explanation 
2, the surviving coparceners 
were not liable to part with any 

share in favour of the divided 
coparcener, in cases where 
the Proviso was applicable. 
Explanation 2 applied, where 
the claim was made on intestacy 
of a coparcener, as it barred 
a divided coparcener from 
claiming along with undivided 
coparceners. Had it not been 
for Explanation 2, the divided 
coparcener could again stake 
a claim in the Coparcenary 
property.

In the case of death of a 
coparcener, without a female 
Class I heir, no question of a 
deemed partition arose and the 
rule of survivorship operated, 
unimpeded. If a coparcener had 
died leaving behind his mother, 
wife and daughters, all Class I 
heirs, the Proviso was applicable, 
on the assumption of a deemed 
partition, whereby share of the 
deceased in the Coparcenary 
was ascertained. This did not, 
however, translate into an 
actual partition between the 
family or affect the continuity 
of the Coparcenary amongst 
the remaining male members 
of the family. The share of the 
deceased, was assessed as per 
Section 8 of the Act. The effect 
of the deemed partition, was 
limited to ascertaining the 
share of the deceased, which 
was claimed by his Class I heirs. 
The Proviso was limited, in 
that although the share of the 
deceased was removed from 
the Coparcenary and vested as 
an absolute share in the female 
relatives, the remaining share 
of the Coparcenary property 
remained intact, in the same 
state, as it existed before. 
Explanation 2 provided that the 
divided coparcener, could not 
claim as an heir. Section 8 of 
the Act applied to every case of 
a Hindu dying intestate leaving 
no one, on whom the property 
could devolve by survivorship. 
As such, Explanation 2 did not 
prevent a separated coparcener 
from claiming right on intestacy 
of the surviving coparcener, if 
there was no person on whom 
the property could devolve by 
survivorship.

POST AMENDMENT 
SCENARIO:

SECTION 6, AFTER 
AMENDMENT: The recent 
Supreme Court’s judgment in 
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Section 6 of the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956, continues 
to flummox this author, 
notwithstanding the catena 
of judgments and numerous 
Articles. The amendment 
of Section 6 of the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956 (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘the Act’) by 
virtue of Hindu Succession 
(Amendment) Act, 2005 (39 of 
2005) (hereinafter referred to 
as ‘the Amendment Act’) and 
its interpretation, remains a 
constant topic for discussion, 
amongst the legal fraternity. Of 
course, there are many facets of 
the provision, which still lie in 
a grey area. One thing is clear; 
there can never be an exhaustive 
article on Section 6. Apart 
from the mandatory vacation 
presented by Covid-19, a 
perspicacious lawyer viz. Srinath 
Sridevan1, spurred the author 
to take another shot at Section 
6 of the Act. Nevertheless, the 
author’s obsession with Section 6 
of the Act, continues.

ISSUE: This article primarily 
deals with the effect of Proviso 
to un-amended Section 6 of the 
Act and Explanation 2 appended 

thereto, and the impact of their 
exclusion in amended Section 
6, brought out by Amendment 

Act, which came into effect from 
09.09.2005.

PRE AMENDMENT 

SCENARIO:

Legal Provisions (Extracted 

because it is expedient)

6. Devolution of interest in 
Coparcenary property — When 

a male Hindu dies after the 
commencement of this Act, 
having at the time of his death 

Centre for PIL (CPIL) vs Union 
of India on the legality of the 
PM Cares fund is legally flawed 
and disheartening. It epitomizes 
the hands-off approach of the 
Court in recent years in public 
interest cases, where it trusts the 
executive more and questions 
it less.

The current decade of 2011-
2020 has clearly been the most 
turbulent period in the history 
of the Supreme Court. This 
decade can be neatly divided 
into two starkly different 5-year 
periods. The country witnessed 
a powerful, assertive and highly 
respected Supreme Court 
from 2011 to 2015. However, 
the next 5 years from 2016 to 
2020 witnessed the Court cede 
its authority to a dominant 
executive, while it itself became 
mired in serious controversies.

In the initial part of the decade, 
the Court cracked the whip 
against arbitrary allocations of 
natural resources like spectrum 
and coal. It came down hard 
on illegal mining in several 
states. The Court struck down 
statutory appointment of the 
CVC because the appointee 

was facing a vigilance case. 
By the end of 2015, the 
judiciary’s respect in public 
eyes was so high that people 
cheered the Court for quashing 
Constitutional amendment 
creating the NJAC which 
had been passed almost 
unanimously by the Parliament 
and had been approved by 
legislative assemblies of over 20 
States.

From 2016 onwards, there was 
a noticeable shift in Court’s 
approach and it virtually 
stopped holding the executive to 
account on all important issues, 
be it false encounters, lynchings, 
citizenship amendment, NRC, 
electoral bonds, demonetization, 
Kashmir, arrests of activists 
in fabricated cases, draconian 
lockdown and the migrant 
crisis. This period also damaged 
Court’s reputation, since it 
brought huge controversies 
ranging from impeachment 
motion, judges’ press 
conference, medical college 
bribery case, sexual harassment 
case, Kalikho Pul suicide 
note, controversial collegium 
decisions and the Rajya Sabha 
appointment.

The judgment of the Court in 
CPIL case is part of the above 
trend of the last 5 years where 
the executive has had its way on 
an important public issue. The 
petitioner CPIL had pointed 
out that while the Government 
notified Covid-19 to be a 
disaster under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 (DMA) 
and exercised huge powers 
under that law, but it failed to 
discharge its statutory duties 
of formulating a National Plan 
to contain Covid-19 (Section 
11) or prescribing minimum 
standards of relief (Section 12). 
Most importantly, the petition 
asked for proper effectuation 
and utilization of the National 
Disaster Response Fund / NDRF 
(Section 46). CPIL argued that 
Government could not legally 
create a separate PM Cares Fund 
for Covid-19 disaster relief in 
derogation of the NDRF, and 
therefore, its receipts must be 
transferred to the NDRF.

The Court however on 20th 
August dismissed the petition. 
The Court held that there is 
no need for National Plan 
specifically for Covid-19 since 
the general Plan formulated 

in 2019 (before the virus 
outbreak) and the multiple 
guidelines being issued by 
various ministries, are adequate 
compliance with the DMA. The 
Court also held that there is no 
need to lay down enforceable 
minimum standards of relief for 
Covid-19.

Most disappointingly, the Court 
held that there is no illegality 
in constitution of PM Cares 
fund, and the receipts of it 
need not be transferred to the 
NDRF. As per Court, the money 
collected under the fund is not 
Government money, but funds 
belonging to a trust. Since the 
PM Cares trust was not funded 
through budgetary allocations 
but voluntary contributions, it 
could function like any other 
trust in the country.

The Court’s judgment essentially 
equates the PM Cares Trust with 
other charitable trusts like Tata 
Trust, Reliance Foundation or 
Azim Premji Foundation, which 
are run by private entities and 
do not need a CAG audit or RTI 
Act compliance.

Government Accountability & Transparency: SC Cares?
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an interest in a Mitakshara 
Coparcenary property, his 
interest in the property shall 
devolve by survivorship upon 
the surviving members of 
the Coparcenary and not in 
accordance with this Act:

Provided that, if the deceased 
had left him surviving a female 
relative specified in Class I of 
the Schedule or a male relative 
specified in that class who claims 
through such female relative, 
the interest of the deceased in 
the Mitakshara Coparcenary 
property shall devolve by 
testamentary or intestate 
succession, as the case may 
be, under this Act and not by 
survivorship.

Explanation 1 — For the 
purposes of this Section, the 

interest of a Hindu Mitakshara 
coparcener shall be deemed to 
be the share in the property that 
would have been allotted to him 
if a partition of the property 
had taken place immediately 
before his death, irrespective of 
whether he was entitled to claim 
partition or not.

Explanation 2 — Nothing 
contained in the Proviso to 
this Section shall be construed 
as enabling a person who has 
separated himself from the 
Coparcenary before the death of 
the deceased or any of his heirs 
to claim on intestacy a share in 
the interest referred to therein.”

Section 8 – General Rules of 
Succession in the case of Males 
- The property of a male Hindu 
dying intestate shall devolve 

according to the provisions of 
this Chapter II:-

(a) firstly, upon the heirs, being 
the relatives specified in Class I 
of the Schedule;

• secondly, if there is no heir 
of Class I, then upon the heirs, 
being the relatives specified in 
Class II of the Schedule;

• thirdly, if there is no heir of any 
of the two classes, then upon the 
agnates of the deceased; and

• lastly, if there is no agnate, 
then upon the cognates of the 
deceased.

Before proceeding further, it is 
better to understand the purport 
of Section 6, as it stood, prior 
to amendment. The provisions 

of Hindu Law can be better 
appreciated by illustrations. The 
following illustrations, albeit 
not exhaustive, would clearly 
demonstrate the implication of 
the Proviso and Explanation 2:

Illustration 1 - A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A, sons B & C 
and daughter D. If son C (having 
1/3rd share) had separated 
earlier, he was precluded from 
claiming any share on the death 
of father A.

The Proviso as well as 
Explanation 2, barred such a 
claim. On the death of father A, 
his 1/3rd share devolved on son 
B and daughter D, as per Section 
8 of the Act.

Illustration 2 – A Coparcenary 
consisted of father A and three 

When the Supreme Court adopted the government’s motto and 
forgot its own: The baffling verdict in the Rhea Chakraborty case

Compassion for the grieving, however famous and public, cannot be a criterion to throw the 
cherished principle of federalism and autonomy of states under the bus.

“I got up today and looked 
at myself through your eyes, 

and then looked back at you 
with everything I understood I 
was…”

- Sushant Singh Rajput, self 
described as “Photon in a 
double-slit”

No lawyer forgets his first 
appearance. Mine was too 

anti-climactic to forget. Nina 
Pillai, the Mumbai socialite 

whose husband, biscuit baron 
Rajan Pillai, had died in Tihar 
Prison under mysterious 
circumstances, was seeking an 
investigation into his death and 
that too by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI).

Nina’s case had passed through 
many hands and finally I was 

the junior lawyer on the team. It 
was then that I had propounded 

the doctrine that every visit 
to the Tis Hazari Court from 
leafy South Delhi Jangpura 
would take a day out of my life, 
notwithstanding the awesome 
chaat at the canteen.

I had just finished acting like 
a waiter for a year wearing a 
black tie. Tragically, the year 

I decided to enroll, the Bar 
Council had introduced the 

“apprenticeship rule” which 
sentenced all lawyers to shadow 
seniors for a year before they 
could wear a band and a gown - 
yes, even I was so excited at the 
idea of wearing these colonial 
appendages.

Finally, I was to appear before 
Prem Kumar, the Chief 



Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

51 The CLAT Post • August 2020
India’s Best Institute for CLAT  |  Other Law Entrances

Metropolitan Magistrate, 
and press an application for 
inspection of some documents. 
When I arrived all pumped up, 
I found the chair vacant. Was 
his Honour on leave? No he 
is inside his chamber, assured 
the ahlmad. Give me your 
application. He returned in 
minutes with news he thought 
would cheer me.

The judge had allowed it in 
chambers. My disappointed 
look must have puzzled him. 
I was not going to be robbed 
of my first court appearance. I 
waited until the judge returned 
to his dais after an hour. I do not 
remember what mumbo jumbo 
I may have said to Judge Kumar, 
but he must have excused my 
folly as I looked the bumbling 
Supreme Court type at sea in the 
world of the trial court!

I could go on for another 108 
pages and then abruptly share 
my final conclusion. However, 
I shall be kind and spare you 
further torture and tell you right 
away what this is about.

This is about Rhea Chakraborty 
v State of Bihar - the decision 
of the Apex Court where, in 
a transfer petition filed by the 
friend of Bollywood star Sushant 
Singh Rajput seeking transfer of 
the actor’s father’s complaint to 
Mumbai, it has transferred the 
entire investigation to the CBI.

It reminded me about Nina 
Pillai’s case as Judge Kumar had, 
in fact, boldly directed a CBI 
investigation into Rajan Pillai’s 
custodial death and CBI had 
challenged that order all the way 
to the Supreme Court.

The CBI had a point. When it 
had been set up as an exclusive 
and elite agency under the Delhi 
Special Police Establishment 
Act, 1946, no one could have 
imagined that a situation would 
come to pass when people would 
have more faith in this agency 
than the local police, which 
is inevitably compromised in 
sensitive cases. This was years 
before the CBI would have to 
swallow the epithet of “caged 
parrot” from the very court 
which had transferred to and 
entrusted this key agency 
with several sensitive cases of 
national importance.

CBI contended that it had 
manpower constraints and if 
every magistrate started to direct 
CBI investigations, it would 
simply have to fold up. The 
Supreme Court, in a batch of 
petitions, which included Nina’s, 
upheld CBI’s plea. However, it 
ruled that constitutional courts, 
namely the Supreme Court and 
the High Courts, could continue 
to direct the CBI to investigate.

Reams have been written about 
the SSR suicide that shook 
one and all. I shall assume all 
are aware of the nitty gritty 
which the media doesn’t tire 
sensationalizing with daily leaks. 
The controversy arose when 
the actor’s father accused Rhea 
of defalcating SSR’s funds and 
being involved, in some manner, 
in his unnatural death. He filed 
a criminal complaint in his 
home town Patna which spurred 
Rhea to move the Apex Court to 
seek its transfer to Mumbai, as 
the Mumbai Police was already 
investigating into the death of 
the actor.

Before Court, Team Rhea 
contended that the incidents 
alleged in the father’s complaints 
had happened entirely in 
Mumbai, and therefore, the 
Bandra cops were best suited to 
investigate into the complaint 
along with the existing inquiry it 
had initiated into the unnatural 
and untimely demise of the star.

Team Senior Rajput argued 
that, as evident from the way 
in which the Bihar Police team 
was quarantined in Mumbai, 
the “Mumbai police was trying 
to suppress the real facts and 
were not conducting a fair and 
professional inquiry”.

While this saga was unfolding 
publically, and I may say, 
politically, the Bihar government 
made a request for the matter to 
be entrusted to the CBI and the 
Central government was only 
too happy to oblige.

Maharashtra argued before 
the Court that its police was 
already in an advanced stage 
of investigation and statements 
of 56 persons had already 
been recorded. It argued that 
if registration of complaint in 
another state was permitted, it 
would enable a person to chose 

the investigating authority and 
“obstruct exercise of lawful 
jurisdiction by the local police”

The Central government, 
through the Solicitor General, 
submitted that while Bihar had 
registered an FIR, Maharashtra 
was only conducting an inquiry. 
He also pointed out that the 
serious allegations of external 
influence were sufficient to 
warrant a CBI investigation. 
He indicated that other Central 
agencies, such as the Directorate 
of Enforcement, were examining 
the issue, and therefore, the 
Centre had acceded to Bihar’s 
request to transfer the case to 
the CBI.

In its judgment, the Court 
concedes that under the 
“federal design”, the police was 
a state subject and “normally” 
investigation of a crime should 
be left to the state police. It also 
concedes that the records did 
not “prima facie” suggest any 
“wrong doing” by the Mumbai 
Police.However, it does note 
that the obstruction of the Bihar 
Police team in Mumbai “could 
have been avoided”. It concedes 
that a CBI investigation cannot 
be a “routine exercise”.

The Court notes that in 
the instant case, there were 
allegations of political 
interference against both the 
states. The Court then proceeds 
to conclude that:

• Only cases and appeals can be 
transferred under Section 406 
of the Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC), and not investigations.

• The Mumbai Police was only 
conducting an ‘inquiry’ into 
an unnatural death under 
Section 174, Cr PC and it was 
not an ‘investigation’ within the 
meaning of Section 157, CrPC.

• Patna Police committed no 
illegality in registering the 
complaint.

• While CBI cannot 
independently investigate 
into a compliant without the 
consent of the concerned state 
government under Section 6, 
DSPE Act, the Constitutional 
Court was fettered with no such 
limitation.

• CBI had already registered 

a case and commenced 
investigation on the basis of the 
Patna complaint, there would 
be “uncertainty and confusion” 
if Mumbai Police were to now 
register a case.

• There was a conflict between 
two state governments on who 
amongst the two is competent to 
investigate the case.

• As “stakeholders” had 
voiced “apprehensions “, the 
Court “must strive to ensure 
that search for the truth is 
undertaken by an independent 
agency, not controlled by either 
of the two state governments”.

• The CBI investigation is lawful. 
If in future, Mumbai Police 
decides to register a case, that 
too should be transferred to the 
CBI.

• As both states have made 
“acrimonious allegations of 
political interference against 
each other, the legitimacy of the 
investigation had come under a 
cloud.”

• SSR was a talented actor and 
his family and friends were 
“keenly waiting” for an outcome. 
“Therefore a fair, competent and 
impartial investigation is the 
need of the hour”.

• “The expected outcome then 
would be, a measure of justice 
for the Complainant, who lost 
his only son.” Rhea too had 
demanded a CBI investigation.

The Court parted with the 
mantra “Satyameva Jayate”. 
Interestingly, while that is the 
motto of the Government of 
India, the Court should have 
recalled its own motto which 
is “Yato Dharmastato Jayah” - 
where there is righteousness, 
there is victory.

The fundamental flaw with the 
simplistic logic of this decision 
is that it ignores the elephant in 
the room. It assumes that there 
are two combatants - Bihar and 
Maharashtra, and the maternally 
neutral Central government. It 
also assists the CBI to shed the 
“caged parrot” tag by repeatedly 
emphasizing the impartiality 
and neutrality of this agency.

In recent times, Centre-state 
relations have taken such a nose 
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dive that several opposition-
ruled states such as West 
Bengal and Maharashtra have 
withdrawn the general consent 
given earlier to the CBI to take 
up and investigate cases. The 
selective manner in which 
the agency has proceeded 
against politicians facing scam 
investigation by CBI and who 
have changed ships to embrace 
the ruling dispensation is also 
something that has been flagged 
by opposition parties. Yet the 
Court’s discourse is sanitized 
and it compromises federal 
autonomy by whitewashing the 
same with inane sentimentality 
such as the unfulfilled wish of a 
father to be cremated by his son.

The logic of the Court would 
permit the right of a state to 
investigate an offence occurring 
in its territory to be usurped by 
another state by simply rushing 
in and registering an FIR and 
transferring the investigation 
to the CBI with the blessings of 

a Central government presided 
over by a political ally.

The Court’s heart should grieve 
for the father of a famous actor 
as much as it should for the 
mother of an unknown fruit 
seller who loses her child in 
a riot. Compassion for the 
grieving, however famous and 
public, cannot be a criterion to 
throw the cherished principle 
of federalism and autonomy of 
states under the bus.

The Court, having concluded 
that there was nothing untoward 
about the Mumbai investigation, 
and having noted that the Bihar 
investigation was transferred 
to the CBI, invokes its inherent 
powers under Article 142 to 
justify a CBI investigation. 
The ground to sustain this 
admittedly out of normal action 
is the “acrimonious” allegations 
of the two states and the 
unsubstantiated “apprehension” 
of the complainant of external 

influence. Won’t any state be 
acrimonious if her federal 
right is infringed? Won’t any 
complainant have apprehensions 
when a complaint is lodged 
hundreds of kilometers from 
where the wrong is alleged to 
have been perpetrated?

It has no word to say about 
the post-haste efficiency 
demonstrated by the Central 
government in acceding 
to Bihar’s request without 
examining that as the 
entire offence pertained to 
Maharashtra, Bihar ought 
to have itself transferred the 
investigation to Maharashtra. 
Assuming a CBI investigation 
was warranted, the consent 
of Maharashtra ought to have 
been officially sought. Even if 
Maharashtra was recalcitrant, 
no doubt the Court itself 
had the power to direct CBI 
investigation as it has done 
earlier in cases:

• involving a scam involving 
powerful ministers or politicians

• offence having inter-state and 
inter-national dimensions

• where flawed or partisan 
investigation has shaken the 
conscience of the public

None of these grounds are met. 
The Court itself has concluded 
that there is no material to 
conclude that the Mumbai 
Police has been partisan.

Sadly, when the historian of the 
future will chronicle this era of 
the Court, this decision will also 
find its pride of place alongside 
the ones on restoration of 
internet services in Kashmir, 
provision of relief to migrant 
workers and finding Bhushan 
guilty of contempt!

Doctrine of proportionality finds 
its place in the Administrative 
Law and is used at the stage of 
Judicial Review. The doctrine 
assets that there must be a 
reasonable nexus between the 
desired result and the measures 
taken to reach that goal. The 
action taken must not be 
shockingly disproportionate to 
the consciousness of the court 
and the said action can then be 
challenged by way of judicial 
review.

It can be better understood 
with the help of an illustration. 
Let’s say, if in a workplace some 
workers remain absent from 
their duty then the punishment 
for it must be proportional, 
that is, the employer may treat 
it as leave without pay and may 
warn them or may even levy a 
fine but to dismiss them from 
service permanently would be 
disproportional.

Sir John Laws has described 
‘proportionality’ as a principle 
where the court is concerned 
with the way in which the 
decision maker has ordered his 
priority.

Lord Diplock in [R Vs Goldstein 
1983 (1) WLR 151] in a bit to 
explain proportionality said:

This would indeed be using 
a sledge-hammer to crack a 
nut ‘Proportionality’ involves 
a Balancing test which keeps 
a check on the excessive or 
arbitrary punishments or 
encroachment upon the rights 
and Necessity test which takes 
into account other less restrictive 
alternates.

Judicial Review of legislative 
and executive action has been 
one of the most important 
developments in the field of 
public law in the last century. 
Though the concept of Judicial 
Review was developed way 
back in 1803 in the famous case 
of [Marbury Vs. Madison, 5 
US 137 (1803)], it found wide 
application only in the later 
periods of the 20th Century, 
when in the aftermath of the 
World War II, democracy came 
to be the governing political 
principle in most parts of the 
world. Since then the scope and 
ambit of Judicial Review has 
been one of the Central themes 
of discussion in the branch of 

Administrative Law.

Among the two - Executive and 
Legislative actions - it is the 
Judicial Review of Executive 
action (Administrative action) 
that has assimilated much 
content enrichment, particularly 
in the last two decades. The 
growth of Modern Welfare State 
coupled with the technological 
advances has resulted in the 
legislature not only leaving 
wide areas of discretion to the 
administrative authority but 
also even delegating many of its 
powers and functions.

This has resulted in the modern 
day bureaucrat becoming 
extremely powerful. This often 
leads to misuse of discretion 
vested in him there by requiring 
frequent Judicial intervention. 
However this intervention 
should not result in the Judiciary 
encroaching into areas reserved 
for the Executive. Consequently, 
the scope and ambit of Judicial 
Review must be limited to the 
extent just necessary to prevent 
the abuse of the discretion 
conferred on the Executive.

To achieve this limiting function 

of Judicial Review, common 
law systems and civil law 
systems reacted differently and 
developed different processes. 
In common law jurisdictions 
the concept of secondary 
review was developed to 
achieve this limiting function 
of Judicial Review. Under the 
concept of Secondary Review 
the Courts would strike down 
Administrative Orders only if it 
suffers the vice of Wednesbury 
unreasonableness [Associated 
Provisional Picture Houses Vs. 
Wednesbury Corporation (1947) 
2 All ER 74 (CA)], which means 
that the order must be so absurd 
that no sensible person could 
ever dream that it lay within the 
powers of the administrative 
authority.

The civil law jurisdictions on 
the other hand developed the 
concept of proportionality based 
review (Primary Review) which 
is a much more intensive form of 
Judicial Review. The principle of 
proportionality ordains that the 
administrative measure must not 
be more drastic than is necessary 
for attaining the desired result. 
Though the common law 
countries prefer Secondary 

Critical Analysis of Doctrine Of Proportionality
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Review, it could not ignore 
proportionality based review for 
long. This was not only because 
of the advantages associated with 
proportionality based review but 
also because of the establishment 
of an European Court and 
the consequential growth 
of a separate pan European 
jurisprudence primarily based 
on civil law concepts.

India, a former colonial State of 
British Empire, inherited from 
British India, the common law 
system. After Independence, 
India chose to retain the 
common law system without 
much change. Indian Courts 
have always found it desirable to 
follow English precedents while 
deciding domestic cases. This 
has virtually been the case in the 
development of Administrative 
Law in India. Inspite of Article 
226 and Article 32 read with 
Article 13 of the Constitution of 
India giving the Constitutional 
Courts much wider scope to 
interfere with Executive Orders, 
the Indian Courts have chosen 
to follow the English concept of 
Wednesbury’s reasonableness.

However, with the doctrine of 
proportionality fast gaining 
currency across the world 
including common law 
countries, the Indian Legal 
System could not remain 
closed for long and in the 
case of Omkumar v Union of 
India 4 the Indian Supreme 
Court accepted the doctrine 
of proportionality as a part of 
Indian law.

Origin And Development; 
From Reasonableness to 
Proportionality

The doctrine of proportionality 
is a European origin. It is 
imbibed in European Droit 
Administratif and is one of the 
most important legal principles 
in the ‘European Administrative 
Law.’ In Britain, the Principle 
of Proportionality has, for so 
long, been treated as a part of 
the Wednesbury’s Principle 
of reasonableness which 
postulated the basic standard 
of reasonableness that ought to 
be followed by a public body in 
its decisions. It stated that if a 
choice is so unreasonable to the 
point that no sensible expert 
could ever take those actions or 

employ the methods adopted, 
then such activities are subject 
to be liable and quashed through 
Judicial Review.

Although the Doctrine of 
Proportionality has been 
dealt with as a part of the 
Wednesbury’s Principle, the 
Courts have adopted a different 
position when it comes to the 
Judicial intervention in terms of 
the Judicial Review. It has been 
held that the principle entails 
the reasonableness test with a 
heightened scrutiny.

On other words, to apply this 
doctrine, not only the decisions 
have to be within the limits of 
reasonableness, but only, there 
has to be a balance between the 
advantage and disadvantage 

in the outcome that has 
been achieved through the 
administrative action. Therefore, 
the extent of Judicial Review 
is more intense and greater on 
account of the ‘proportionality’ 
test than the ‘reasonableness’ 
test. Furthermore, the Court 
while applying the rule of 
proportionality will think about 
the public and individual interest 
in the matter which is not done 
while applying the Wednesbury’s 
principle of unresaonableness.

Indian Approach To The 
Doctrine Of Proportionality

The Indian Supreme Court 
consciously considered the 
application of the concept of 
proportionality for the first 

time in the case of [Union of 
India Vs. G. Ganayutham, 
(2006) 65 (1) C.L.J.174, p. 
175]. In that case the Supreme 
Court after extensively 
reviewing the law relating to 
Wednesbury unreasonableness 
and proportionality prevailing 
in England held that the 
‘wednesbury’ unreasonableness 
will be the guiding principle in 
India, so long as fundamental 
rights are not involved.

However the Court refrained 
from deciding whether the 
doctrine of proportionality is to 
be applied with respect to those 
cases involving infringement 
of fundamental rights. 
Subsequently came the historic 
decision of the Supreme Court 
in [Omkumar Vs. Union of 

India, AIR 2000 SC 3689].

It was in this case that the 
Supreme Court accepted the 
application of proportionality 
doctrine in India. However, 
strangely enough the Supreme 
Court in this case suddenly 
discovered that Indian courts 
had ever since 1950 regularly 
applied the doctrine of 
proportionality while dealing 
with the validity of legislative 
actions in relation to legislations 
infringing the fundamental 
freedom enumerated in Article 
19 (1) of the Constitution of 
India.

According to the Supreme Court 
the Indian Courts had in the 
past in numerous occasions 

the opportunity to consider 
whether the restrictions were 
disproportionate to the situation 
and were not the least restrictive 
of the choices. The same is 
the position with respect to 
legislations that impinge Article 
14 (as discriminatory), and 
Article 21 of the Constitution 
of India. With respect to the 
application of the doctrine of 
proportionality in administrative 
action in India, the Supreme 
Court after extensively reviewing 
the position in England came to 
a similar conclusion.

The Supreme Court found that 
administrative action in India 
affecting fundamental freedoms 
(Article 19 and Article 21) have 
always been tested on the anvil 
of proportionality, even though 

it has not been expressly stated 
that the principle that is applied 
is the proportionality principle. 
Thus the Court categorically 
held that the doctrine of 
proportionality is applicable to 
Judicial Review of administrative 
action that is violative of 
Article 19 & Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India.

With respect to Article 14 
of the Constitution of India, 
Supreme Court concluded 
that when an administrative 
action is challenged as 
discriminatory the Courts 
would carry out a Primary 
Review using the doctrine 
of proportionality. However 
when an administrative action 
is questioned as arbitrary the 
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principle of Secondary Review 
based on Wednesbury principle 
applies. The Supreme Court also 
held that punishment in service 
law is normally challenged as 
arbitrary under Article 14 of the 
Constitution of India, and hence 
only Secondary Review based 
on Wednesbury principle would 
apply.

This according to the Supreme 
Court is because in such 
matters relating to punishments 
in service law, no issue of 
fundamental freedom or of 
discrimination under Article 
14 of Constitution of India 
applies. However even after a 
decade since the decision in 
Omkumar’s case, no further 
progress has been made. The 
law regarding proportionality 
in India remains at what has 
been stated in Omkumar’s case. 
The only advancement could be 
the vague observation in a few 
subsequent Judgments that the 
doctrine of unreasonableness 
is giving way to the doctrine 
of proportionality. [see Indian 
Airlines Ltd. Vs. Praba D. Kanan 
AIR 2007 SC 548; State of U. P. 
Vs. Sheo Shankar Lal Srivastava 
(2006) 3 SCC 276 51].

Thus, in India, under the current 
state of law, as declared by the 
Supreme Court, proportionality 
review with respect to 
administrative action has only 
limited scope. This is because, in 
India much of the administrative 
action is challenged before the 
Courts primarily on the ground 
of arbitrariness and this can be 
challenged only on the ground of 
Wednesbury unreasonableness. 
Thus in reality the decision 
in Omkumar’s case has not 
significantly enhanced the scope 
of Judicial Review in India.

No reason as such is given by the 
Supreme Court in Omkumar’s 
case as to why doctrine of 
Wednesbury unreasonableness 
alone should be applied to 
challenges under the head of 
arbitrariness.

However there can be at least 
two reasons for this:

1. First of all, the Supreme Court 
was simply accepting a similar 
classification in England by 
which proportionality review 
was applicable only when 

convention rights were involved 
and Wednesbury principle 
alone was applicable when non 
convention rights were involved. 
[Brind Vs Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, (1991) 1 
All ER 720 P. 723].

2. Secondly, just like Lord 
Lowry the Supreme Court may 
have feared a docket explosion 
when the threshold of review is 
lowered.

The latter of these two reasons 
cannot and should never be the 
reason for not allowing a better 
and more intensive standard 
of review. Initially there may 
be a increase in the number 
of cases, but when it becomes 
clear to the decision makers 
that the Judiciary is adopting a 
much more intense standard of 
review, they would themselves 
reassess their decision making 
process and bring their 
decisions in tune with the new 
standard of review. As for the 
former reason, the distinction 
between convention and non 
convention rights as regards 
application of proportionality 
is fast disappearing [See R 
(AlConbury Developments 
Ltd.) Vs. Secretary of State for 
Environment, Transport & 
Regions, (2001) 2 All ER 929].

Furthermore, the Supreme 
Court’s distinction based 
on arbitrariness is not 
conceptually strong. First of 
all, the assumption behind 
this classification is that an 
Administrative Order which 
is arbitrary would seldom be 
violative of fundamental rights 
or is discriminatory. This is 
patently erroneous in most 
cases.

For e. g., suppose a government 
employee is dismissed from 
service under the service 
law for attending a religious 
congregation, then the order 
is not only arbitrary but also 
violative of at least two of his 
fundamental rights namely 
his freedom of religion under 
Article 25 of Constitution 
of India and his freedom to 
assemble under Article 19 (1)(b) 
of the Constitution of India.

Similarly an administrative 
act denying promotion for 
a sufficiently experienced 

government employee and 
at the same time promoting 
similarly placed persons will be 
per se not just arbitrary but also 
discriminatory.

Secondly, when a Petitioner 
having sufficient locus standi 
challenges an administrative 
act as arbitrary, he is doing so 
only because one or other of his 
rights - fundamental, statutory 
or common law - has been 
violated. If the classification 
made by the Supreme Court is 
adopted then the first task before 
the Court is to determine which 
type of right has been affected.

This is not an easy task for there 
can be no clear cut boundaries 
between fundamental rights 
and non fundamental rights 
particularly when the Supreme 
Court has itself given a very 
broad meaning to Article 21 
of the Constitution of India. 
This task becomes even more 
difficult, when one considers 
the fact that usually an 
administrative act is violative 
of more than one right. Hence 
much of Judicial time would be 
wasted in deciding the nature of 
the right.

In the alternative, the Judicial 
time could be effectively used in 
evaluating whether the decision 
maker has properly balanced 
the priorities while taking the 
decision. Obviously a variable 
intensity of proportionality 
review - based on the concept of 
Judicial deference and Judicial 
restraint - can be adopted 
depending upon the subject 
matter and the nature of the 
rights involved.

Equally important is the 
consideration whether 
the administrative action 
challenged as arbitrary should 
remain within the purview 
of Wednesbury principle. For 
this, it is pertinent to look 
at the meaning of the word 
arbitrariness. It is never an easy 
term to define with precision 
and hence the Supreme Court in 
the case of [Shrillekha Vidyarthi 
Vs. State of U. P, AIR 1991 SC 
537] equated arbitrariness with 
reasonableness.

By equating arbitrariness with 
Wednesbury unreasonableness, 
the decision maker escapes 

serious Judicial Review. But this 
is fast changing. Proportionality 
is fast replacing Wednesbury 
reasonableness which the 
Supreme Court itself has 
observed in a large number of 
recent cases. After all there is 
nothing wrong in a modern 
democratic society if the Court 
examines whether the decision 
maker has fairly balanced 
the priorities while coming 
to a decision. At any rate, the 
intensity of proportionality 
review is variable depending 
upon the subject matter and the 
nature of rights involved.

After the conscious adoption of 
the doctrine of proportionality 
into Indian law in the 
Omkumar’s case the only case 
where the Supreme Court has 
expressly adopted the doctrine 
of proportionality is the case of 
[Sandeep Subhash Parate Vs. 
State of Maharastra (2006) 1 
SCC 501].

In that case a student 
obtained admission to 
Engineering Course based on 
a Caste Certificate, which was 
subsequent to the admission, 
invalidated. However, he 
completed the course based on 
an interim order of the High 
Court. Yet the University refused 
to grant him the degree. This 
action of the University was held 
to be correct by the High Court.

The Supreme Court in appeal 
directed the University to 
grant him degree subject 
to the appellant making a 
payment of Rupees One lakh, 
to re-compensate the State 
for the amount spend on 
imparting education to him as 
a reservation candidate. This, 
the Supreme Court claimed 
was done having regard to the 
doctrine of proportionality.

But the Supreme Court did 
not come to a finding that the 
University had failed to balance 
the various considerations 
before refusing to grant the 
appellant the degree. Also, the 
Supreme Court apart from 
mentioning the facts of the case 
failed to explain how it came 
to the conclusion regarding 
proportionality. At any rate the 
Supreme Court itself admitted 
that it was taking the decision 
under Article 142 of the 
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Constitution of India.

Hence the choice between the 
European model and the British 
model in the Indian context will 
be a purely academic exercise. 
As suggested by Julian Rivers the 
choice would be in favour of the 
European model. Further such 
a selection gets some Judicial 
backing from the decision of the 
Supreme Court in Omkumar’s 
case wherein the Court while 
defining proportionality 
held that the legislative and 
administrative authority must 
be given a range of choice, but 
the courts can decide whether 
the choice infringes the rights 
excessively or not.

This would indicate that the 
Supreme Court does intent that 
the fair balance stage (last stage) 
of the European model must be 
part of proportionality review. 
Hence the conclusive argument 
would be that the European 
conception of proportionality 
review should be the appropriate 
test that should be applied in the 
Indian context.

The principle of proportionality 
evaluates two aspects of a 
decision:

1. Whether the relative merits of 
differing objectives or interests 
were appropriately weighed or 
fairly balanced?

2. Whether the measure 
in question was in the 
circumstances excessively 
restrictive or inflicted an 
unnecessary burden on affected 
persons?

The Court in such a case will 
not be concerned with the 
correctness of the decision 
rather the method to reach such 
decision. [Maharashtra Law 
Development Corporation Vs. 
State of Maharashtra, (2011) 15 
SSC 616. The decision making 
process involves attributing 
relative importance to various 
aspects in the case and there 
the doctrine of proportionality 
enters.

In [Ranjit Thakur Vs Union 
of India, (1987) 4 SCC 611], 
wherein, an Army Officer 
disobeyed the lawful command 
of his superior officer by not 
eating food offered to him. 

Court Martial proceedings were 
initiated and a sentence of one 
year rigorous punishment was 
imposed. He was also dismissed 
from service, with added 
disqualification that he would be 
unfit for future employments.

It was held that Judicial Review 
generally speaking, is not 
directed against a decision, but 
is directed against the decision 
making process. The question 
of the choice and quantum 
of punishment is within the 
jurisdiction and discretion 
of the Court-Martial. But the 
sentence has to suit the offence 
and the offender. It should not 
be vindictive or unduly harsh. It 
shouldn’t be so disproportionate 
to the offence as to shock the 
conscience and amount in itself 
to conclusive evidence of bias.

The doctrine of proportionality, 
as part of the concept of judicial 
review, would ensure that even 
on an aspect which is, otherwise, 
within the exclusive province 
of the Court-Martial, if the 
decision of the Court even as 
to sentence is an outrageous 
defiance of logic, then the 
sentence would not be immune 
from correction. Irrationality 
and perversity are recognized 
grounds of Judicial Review. All 
powers have legal limits.

In [Coimbatore Distt. Central 
Co-operative Bank Vs. 
Employees Association, (2007) 
4 SCC 669] Certain Employees 
went on illegal strike. They 
also prevented others from 
discharging their duty. It was 
held that the acts amounted to 
Serious misconduct. Punishment 
imposed on the employees of 
stoppage of increment could not 
be said to be disproportionate to 
the charges levelled and proved 
against employees.

In [K. S. Puttaswamy Vs. Union 
of India, 2017 (10) SCC 1] - Test 
of proportionality was upheld 
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court. 
It was held that in the case of 
proportionality of a measure 
must be determined while 
looking at the restrictions being 
imposed by the State on the 
fundamental rights of citizens. It 
is not just the legal and physical 
restrictions that must be looked 
at, but also the fear that these 
sorts of restrictions engender in 

the minds of the populace, while 
looking at the proportionality of 
measures.

Most recently, in [Anuradha 
Bhasin Vs. Union of India 2019 
SCC Online SC 1725], wherein, 
the validity of internet shutdown 
and movement restrictions 
in J&K was challenged in the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court. It 
was held - To summarize the 
requirements of the doctrine 
of proportionality which 
must be followed by the 
authorities before passing any 
order intending on restricting 
fundamental rights of 
individuals.

In the first stage itself, the 
possible goal of such a measure 
intended at imposing restrictions 
must be determined. It ought 
to be noted that such goal 
must be legitimate. However, 
before settling on the aforesaid 
measure, the authorities must 
assess the existence of any 
alternative mechanism in 
furtherance of the aforesaid 
goal. The appropriateness 
of such a measure depends 
on its implication upon the 
fundamental rights and the 
necessity of such measure.

It is undeniable from the 
aforesaid holding that only the 
least restrictive measure can be 
resorted to by the State, taking 
into consideration the facts and 
circumstances. Lastly, since the 
order has serious implications 
on the fundamental rights of 
affected parties, the same should 
be supported by sufficient 
material and should be amenable 
to judicial review.

Conclusion

From the above analysis it 
is patently clear that at the 
international level Wednesbury 
unreasonableness is on a 
terminal decline. It is fast being 
replaced by the doctrine of 
proportionality which is a much 
more intense form of review 
which seeks to see whether the 
decision maker has properly 
balanced the various factors that 
he has to take into consideration 
before rendering a decision. 
Further there are two competing 
models of proportionality, 
namely, European model and 
the British model. Of the two 

the European model is more 
efficient and objective.

In the Indian context it is 
amply clear that even though 
proportionality was made part of 
the Indian law as early as 2000, 
there is hardly any significant 
use of doctrine in India. Not 
only has the doctrine as adopted 
by the Supreme Court, limited 
application, but even within that 
applicable range, it has hardly 
been used.

Indian Courts were given 
regulated power in the name 
of this doctrine. And the 
doctrine took a very narrow 
approach in its existence. 
But it is highly required that 
the doctrine should establish 
itself in its proper manner and 
should be applied in order 
to curb the actions of the 
administrative bodies in the 
chains of proportionality in the 
cases when they outreach the 
requirement of the reasonability 
and come in the frame of 
arbitrariness.

Though it the duty of the Court 
to respect the position of the 
administrative body, but it is 
important to analyse that the 
doctrine is not to undermine 
the position of any such 
administrative body but to 
regulate every action so that no 
action of administrative body 
should be beyond the purview 
of the principles of law that are 
existing. This is not only for the 
development of the legal system 
of the country but also for the 
Protection of Rights of the 
citizens of the country.

However sooner or later Courts 
in India will have to actively 
consider implementing the 
doctrine of proportionality 
in all cases coming before 
it irrespective of whether 
fundamental or ordinary rights 
of citizens / persons are involved. 
This is because of the fact that 
human rights jurisprudence 
that has come to dominate the 
legal system includes not just 
fundamental rights but other 
rights also. Hence the urgency 
of adopting the doctrine of 
proportionality cannot be 
overlooked for otherwise steam 
hammers would increasingly be 
used to crack nuts even if nut 
crackers are sufficient.
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SECTION ON CRITICAL REASONING

Argument Structure

Here is an example of an 
argument.

The expansion of the runways at 
the Bay City Airport will allow 
for larger planes to travel to and 
from Bay City. These new planes 
will create a large amount of 
noise, a nuisance for residents 
who live near the airport. 
However, many of the residents 
in this neighbourhood work in 
construction, and the contract 
to expand the runways has been 
awarded to a local construction 
company. Thus, the expansion 
of the runways will lead to an 
increased quality of life for the 
residents of this neighbourhood. 

There are two broad things we 
need to study in order to answer 
Critical Reasoning questions 
effectively and efficiently. We 
need to understand the specific 
information given for that 
question, and we also need 
to know how to conduct the 
necessary reasoning to answer a 
question of that type.

Lets begin first by understanding 
what we are given. What are the 
pieces of an argument, how do 
they fit together, and how do 
we categorize them properly? In 
later chapters, we’ll talk about 
what we need to do with that 
information.

(1) All arguments contain at 
least one premise. A premise 
is information used by the 
author to support some claim 
or conclusion. That information 
may be a fact or an opinion. In 
the above example, sentence 3 
is a premise because it helps to 
support the authors conclusion.

(2) Most (though not all) 
arguments contain a conclusion, 
the primary claim the author 
is trying to prove. In the 
above example, sentence 4 is a 
conclusion.

(3) Many arguments (though 
not all) contain background 
information, which provides 
context to allow us to 
understand the basic situation. 
In the above example, sentence 1 
provides background.

(4) Some arguments 
contain a counterpoint or 
counterpremise— a piece of 
information that goes against 
the author s conclusion. In 
the above example, sentence 
2 represents a counterpoint 
because it goes against the 
authors conclusion.

Collectively, these categories 
represent the building blocks of 
an argument. How do we know 
which sentences fall into which 
categories? Try to articulate your 
own thought process for the 
above argument, and then take 
a look at this example “decision 
process” of a fictional student:

Argument

The expansion of the runways at 
the Bay City Airport will allow 
for larger planes to travel to and 
from Bay City.

These new planes will create 
a large amount of noise, a 
nuisance for residents who live 
near the airport.

However, many of the residents 
in this neighborhoodwork in 
construction, and the contract 
to expand the runways has been 
awarded to a local construction 
company.

Thus, the expansion of the 
runways will lead to an 
increased quality of life for the 
residents of thisneighbourhood.

Reader’s Thoughts

Hmm. This is a fact. It could 
be premise or it could just be 
background I’m not sure yet.

Now were moving into claim 
territory. Something negative 
will come from this project. 
Why are they telling me this? I 
can’t figure that out until I know 
the conclusion.

The word ahowever * indicates a 
contrast between sentences two 
and three. What’s the contrast?

The noise is a negative 
consequence o f the expansion, 
while winning a work contract 
is a positive consequence. 
Looks like Fve got a premise 
and a counterpoint in these 
two sentences, but I don’t know 
which one is which yet.

The word c<thus>y usually 
indicates a conclusion. And, 
yes, this does seem like a 
conclusion— this project 
will have a certain outcome 
(better quality of life in this 
neighborhood), and I can 
now see how the previous 
two sentences f i t into this 
conclusion. Sentence 3 is a 
premise because it tells me one 
way in which the quality o f life 
might be better for these people 
(they might make more money), 
and sentence 2 is a counter 
premise because it tells me a 
negative consequence.

REASONING
CRITICAL



Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

Gurugram  +91-8448444207 E: query@legaledge.i n
W: www.legaledge.in

57 The CLAT Post • August 2020
India’s Best Institute for CLAT  |  Other Law Entrances

Argument Structure

Notice how many times the 
reader thought “I’m not sure yet” 
(or something along those lines). 
That will happen frequently 
while reading an argument. 
Were gathering information and 
trying to understand what each 
piece might be, but we won’t 
really know how everything fits 
together until we know what the 
conclusion is— and that might 
not be until the end.

The Core

The premise (or premises) and 
conclusion represent the core 
of the argument. Remember 
that not all arguments will have 
a conclusion, but all will have 
at least one premise, so we will 
always have at least a partial 
core. The core represents what 
the author is trying to tell me or 
prove to me.

It’s important for us to be 
able to identify what specific 
information in an argument falls 
into which category, because 
that helps us to take our next 
step: conducting the necessary 
reasoning in order to answer 
the question. It turns out that 
different question types require 
us to perform different kinds of 
reasoning; we’ll discuss this in 
much more detail in subsequent 
chapters. Let’s take one step 
now, though, just to whet our 
appetites: how do the premises 
support the conclusion? In 
other words, how does the 
“core” actually function in this 
particular argument?

In this problem, our core consists 
of these two pieces:

The conclusion, on the right, 
claims that the runway 
expansion project will have a 
good outcome (better quality 
of life for certain people). The 
premise, on the left, provides one 
piece of information to support 
this claim: the people in question 
may make money as a result of 
this project.

The premise provides one piece 
of evidence toward a positive 
outcome, but the argument is not 
airtight.

For example, do we know for 
sure that the residents of the 
neighbourhood are the ones who 
work for the local construction 
company that won the contract? 
We don’t. As we’ll see, that kind 
of thinking will help us when we 
get to the question-answering 
stage. For now, remember this: 
when we have both a premise 
and a conclusion, it’s critically 
important to understand how the 
premise supports the conclusion.

Building Blocks of an Argument

Let’s fully define all of the 
building blocks weve discussed 
so far.

Premise

• Part of the core of the 
argument; present in every 
argument

• Supports the authors 
conclusion

• Can be a fact or an opinion; 
can be a description, historical 
information, statistical or 
numerical data, or a comparison 
of things

• Often signaled by words or 
phrases such as because o f since, 
due to, and as a result of

Conclusion

• Part of the core of an argument; 
present in most arguments

• Represents the authors main 
opinion or claim; can be in 
the form of a prediction, a 
judgmentof quality or merit, or a 
statement of causality

• Is supported by at least one 
premise

• Often signalled by words 
such as therefore, thus, so, and 
consequently (though note 
thatharder arguments might 
use such a word elsewhere in 
the argument in an attempt 
toconfuse us)

Background

• Not part of the core; often 
present, but not always

• Provides context to help 
understand the core

• Almost always fact-based; can 
be in almost any form: historical 
information, numerical orother 
data, descriptions of plans or 
ideas, definitions of words or 
concepts, and so on

Counterpoint

• Not part of the core; only 
present occasionally

• Opposes or goes against the 
authors conclusion in some way

• Introduces multiple 
opportunities for traps: believing 
that the conclusion is the 
oppositeof what it is, mistakenly 
labelling a counterpoint the 
premise (and vice versa), and so 
on

• Often signalled by transition 
words such as however, yet, and 
but\ typically, the transitionword 
will be found somewhere 
between the counter premise and 
the conclusion (thoughthe two 
sentences may not be right next 
to each other)

Argument Structure

The argument above used all 
four of our building blocks; its 
“structure” looks like this:

Background - Counterpoint - 
Premise - Conclusion

We call that the structure 
because it shows the building 
blocks used and the order in 
which each appeared.

The simplest possible argument 
will contain only premises; its 
structure might look like this:

Premise - Premise

The type of building blocks 
used in a particular argument 
can vary also the order of those 
building blocks. If we can label 
the building blocks given in any 
particular argument, that helps 
us to understand the purpose 
of each step in the chain of 
information, and we’ll be one 
good step closer to answering the 
question correctly.

Lets try some sample arguments. 
You have two tasks. First, read 
the argument and try to identify 
the role of each sentence or 
major piece of information 
(note that one sentence could 
contain two different pieces 
of information). Use that 
information to write out the 
structure as we just did above. 
Second, try to articulate in your 
own words how the premises 
support the conclusion.

Questions for decoding of 
arguments:-

1. Budget Fitness will grow its 
membership base by 10% in the 
next six months. Budget Fitness 
has recently crafted a clever ad 
campaign that it plans to air on 
several local radio stations.

2. Last year, the Hudson Family 
Farm was not profitable. 
However, the farm will be 
profitable this year. The farm 
operators have planted cotton, 
rather than corn, in several 
fields. Because cotton prices are 
expected to rise dramatically this 
year, the farm can expect larger 
revenues from cotton sales than 
it previously earned from corn.

Answers  for decoding of 
arguments:-

Answer 1

Budget Fitness will grow its 
membership base by 10% in the 
next six months.

This is a prediction about the 
future, so it is a claim, not a fact. 
This is a good candidate to be 
the conclusion.

However, 
many of the 

residents 
in this 

ghbourhood 
work in 

construction, 
and the 

contract to 
expand the 

runways has 
been awarded 

to a local 
construction 

company.
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Budget Fitness has recently 
crafted a clever ad campaign 
that it plans to air on several 
local radio stations.

Budget Fitness already crafted 
the campaign— this is a fact. It 
is also a fact that the company 
currently “plans” to air the 
campaign (though whether it 
will actually air is uncertain, 
since that is a future event). 
This information supports the 
claim in the first sentence, so it 
is a premise.

(Task 1) The structure is 
Counterpoint - Conclusion 
- Premise - Premise. (Task 2) 
The argument predicts that an 

unprofitable farm will become 
profitable because a change 
in crops will result in higher 
revenues.

(Task 1) The structure is 
Conclusion - Premise. (Task 2) 
The author claims that the gym 
will increase its membership in 

the future because the company 
will implement a strategy 
(ad campaign) that may help 
attract new customers.

Answer 2

Last year, the Hudson Family 
Farm was not profitable.

This is a fact; it already 
occurred in the past. This may 
be background info, though 
it may also be premise or 
counterpoint.

However, the farm will be 
profitable this year. 

The farm operators have planted 
cotton, rather than corn, in 
several fields.

Because cotton prices are 
expected to rise dramatically this 
year, the farm can expect larger 
revenues from cotton sales than 
it previously earned from corn.

The word “however” indicates 
a change in direction. This 
prediction is the opposite o f 
what happened last year. This 
future prediction is a good 
candidate to be the conclusion, in 
which case the previous sentence 
would be a counterpoint.

Hmm, why do we care which 
crop the farm is planting!

Okay, now we can see that 
planting cotton will lead to 
more revenue than last year. The 
author is using this information 
to support his conclusion.

SECTION ON GRAMMAR
Definitions

A modifier is a word or a word 
group that makes the meaning 
of another word or word group 
clearer, more specific. Yawning 
sleepily, my puppy curled up in 
my lap to take a nap. (“Yawning 
sleepily” modifies [clarifies/
specifies the meaning of] the 
word “puppy.”) A dangling 
modifier is a word or a word 
group that does not clearly 
and sensibly modifier a word 
or a word group. A misplaced 
modifier is a word or a word 
group that is placed far from the 
word(s) it modifies, muddling 
the meaning of the sentence.

Dangling Modifiers

*Incorrect sentences are 
marked with * 

Two of the most often misused 
constructs, as far as modifiers 
are concerned, are the verbal 
phrase and the elliptical clauses 
(Butler et al. 205).  A verbal 
phrase is a group of words in 
which the verb dominates. 
playing the piano, to count to 
ten, by altering the landscape, 
etc. An elliptical phrase is a 
group of words from which 
one or more words have been 
removed because it (they) is 
(are) understood from the 
meaning of the sentence. When 

growing up, Sarah loved ice 
cream. (“she was” or “Sarah 
was” is omitted from the first 
part of the sentence because it 
is understood from the second 
part). The missing words often 
result in some rather amusing, 
albeit incorrect, sentences: 
*Reading the newspaper, the 
sleepy puppy curled up in my 
lap. (According to this sentence, 
the sleepy puppy was reading 
the newspaper.) Possible 
correction: As I was reading the 
newspaper, the sleepy puppy 
curled up in my lap. (Now it is 
clear who was doing what.) *To 
read with ease, the letter size 
must be increased. (According 
to this sentence, the letter size 
is trying to read with ease.) 
Possible solution: To read 
with ease, Dana must increase 
the letter size. *By singing 
loudly, the beavers got scared. 
(According to this sentence, the 
beavers were singing loudly.) 
Possible solution: By singing 
loudly, Dave scared the beavers. 
*Wrapped around the fence 
post, the farmer removed the 
encroaching ivy. (According to 
this sentence, the farmer was 
wrapped around the fence post.) 
Possible solution: The farmer 
removed the encroaching ivy 
that was wrapped around the 
fence post.

Misplaced Modifiers

Misplaced relative clauses 
(clauses that begin with relative 
pronouns, such as who, which, 
and that). *The proposal was 
passed into law that restricted 
the distribution of plastic bags in 
grocery stores. Possible solution: 
The proposal that restricted 
the distribution of plastic bags 
in grocery stores was passed 
into law. *Students were asked 
multiple questions who were 
waiting for their instructors. 
Possible solution: Students who 
were waiting for their instructor 
were asked multiple questions. 
Sometimes modifiers happen to 
fall in a position where they can 
modify two sentence elements, 
making the sentence ambiguous. 
The singer mastered the difficult 
aria that Verdi composed in the 
later years of his life. (Because 
the modifier can refer to both 
“mastered” and “composed,” 
it is unclear which action 
was undertaken in the later 
years of life.) Possible solution 
(depending on what we are 
trying to say): In the later years 
of his life, the singer mastered 
the aria that Verdi composed. 
A few students were told that 
they had been suspended by the 
principal. (Were the students 
told or suspended by the 
principal?) Possible solution 
(depending on  what we are 
trying to say):

A few students were told by the 
principal that they had been 
suspended. A few students 
were told that the principal had 
suspended them.

Some modifiers are especially 
prone to be misplaced:

Only    almost     even       hardly
  just     merely    simply    nearly

Sue only ate vegetables for six 
months. (The sentence means 
that Sue ate, but did not, for 
example, grew, vegetables for 
six months.) If you wish to say 
that Sue ate nothing else but 
vegetables, then say

Sue ate only vegetables for six 
months.

Even though we call this error 
“misplaced modifier,” is it 
really “misplaced”? The answer 
depends on what you are trying 
to express: (Always place the 
modifier next to or very close to 
the word(s) it modifies!)

1. Only I saw the debate between 
Adam and Chris. (I was the only 
one who saw the debate.)

2. I only saw the debate between 
Adam and Chris. (I saw but did 
not, for example, comprehend 
the debate.)
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3.I saw only the debate between 
Adam and Chris. (I saw nothing 
else but the debate. I did not see 

the ensuing fight, for example.)

4.I saw the debate only between 
Adam and Chris. (Others were 

debating as well, but the only 
one I saw was between Adam 
and Chris.)

5.I saw the debate between 
only Adam and Chris. (Same as 
above.)

SECTION ON QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES
Data Interpretation or DI refers to the implementation of 
procedures through which data is reviewed for the purpose of 
arriving at an inference. Data can be obtained from multiple 
sources e.g. data from running of industries, census population 
data etc. Interpreting data requires analyzing data to infer 
information from it in order to answer questions. 

Therefore, before one can talk about interpreting data, they need to 
be analyzed first. What then, is data analysis?

Data analysis is the process of ordering, categorizing, manipulating, 
and summarizing data to obtain answers to research questions. It is 
usually the first step taken towards data interpretation.

It is evident that the interpretation of data is very important, and 
as such needs to be done properly. Therefore, researchers have 
identified some data interpretation methods to aid this process.
Data can be provided in a number of formats viz: Bars, tables, line 
graphs, pie graphs.

Example: 

Direction (Q.1 – Q.4): The multi-layered pie- chart below shows 
the sales of LED television sets for a big retail electronics outlet 
during 2016 and 2017. The outer layer shows the monthly sales 
during this period, with each label showing the month followed 
by sales figure of that month. For some months, the sales figures 
are not given in the chart. The middle-layer shows quarter-wise 
aggregate sales figures(in some cases, aggregate quarter-wise sales 
numbers are not given next to the quarter). The innermost layer 
shows annual sales. It is known that the sales figures during the 
three months of the second quarter (April, May, June) of 2016 form 
an arithmetic progression, as do the three monthly sales figures in 
the fourth quarter (October, November, December) of that year.

1. What is the percentage increase in sales in December 2017 as 
compared to the  sales in December 2016?

(a) 22.22  (b) 28.57  (c) 38.46  (d) 50.00

2. In which quarter of 2017 was the percentage increase in sales 
from the same quarter of 2016 the highest?

(a) Q1  (b) Q2  (c) Q3  (d) Q4

3. During which quarter was the percentage decrease in sales from 
the previous quarter’s sales the highest?

(a) Q2 of 2016  (b) Q1 of 2017 

(c) Q2 of 2017   (d)Q4 of 2017

4. During which month was the percentage increase in sales from 
the previous month’s sales the highest?

(a) March of 2016  (b) October of 2016

(c) march of 2017  (d) October of 2017

Hint(Q.1-Q.4): Based on the information provided in the Pie chart, 
we can create the following table to show us the number of units 
sold in each month.

This table has been made based on the following deductions:

A. The numbers in the months of April, may and June 2016 are in 
an Arithmetic Progression. With April beingh 40, the only way this 
can happen it if May and June are 50 and 60 respectively to give a 
total of 150. 

B. Similar thinking gives us that the sales numbers for October, 
November and December would be 100,120 and 140 respectively.

C. For 2017, the only missing numbers are for August- which can 
be easily derived as : 220 – 60 – 70 = 90 & December – Which can 
be easily derived as 500- 150 – 170 = 180.

Based on the above table, the questions can be solved directly.

1. (b) The sales of December grows from 140 to 180 from 2016 to 
2017. That is an increase of 40 on 140, which 

corresponds to 28.57%. option (b) is correct.

2. (a) The higest percentage increase can be seen to occur in the 
first quarter (it grows from 240 in 2016 to 380 in 

2017 which is greater than th percentage increases in the second 
and the fourth quarters.) hence, option (a) is the correct.

3. (c) Q2 of 2016 drops from 240 to 150 – a drop of 30-40%. Q2 of 
2017 drops from 380 to 200, a drop of 40-50%. 

The quarters mentioned in the other options are actually showing 
an increase instead of a drop. Hence Q2 of 2017 shows the highest 
percentage decrease in sales when compared to the previous 
quarter. Hence option (c) is correct.
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4. (d) it can be clearly seen that the percentage increase in sales is 
the highest in October of 2017 (September 2017) as it is more than 
doubling when it goes from 70 to 150. All other months mentioned 

in the options have a smaller percentage increase in sales as 
compared to this. Hence, option (d) is the correct.

1 2

3 4

5 6 7

8

9

10

11 12 13

14

15 16

17

18

19

20

Down
1. a matter which is capable of being decided by a court
2. insolvent
7. postpone, suspend
8. Relationship by birth in the same family
10. To make known to the people by official announcement.
11. for the sake of an argument
13. Given or received without cost or obligation; free
14. An official order whereby trade with another country is 
forbidden
16. refuse to take responsibility

Across
3. acceptable
4. report a person to the authorities who has broken any law
5. A statute enacted by the executive when the parliament is not in 
session
6. an act of entering into somebody's house by force and stealing 
things
9. To formally exclude somebody from membership or participation 
in a group
12. belief that all people are equal and should have the same rights 
and opportunities
15. Loss of property due to a violation of law
17. prohibited goods
18. That cannot be perceived by the senses
19. mercy
20. Future interest in property retained by a transferor or his heirs

LEGAL CURRENT AFFAIRS
complete the crossword puzzle below

Crossword Answer April 2019
1. Justiciable  2. Bankrupt 3. Admissible 4. Denounce 5. Ordinance  6. Burglary  7. Adjourn 8. Consanguinity 9. Excommunicate 10. Promulgate 11. Arguendo 

12. Egalitarianism 13. Gratuitous 14. Embargo 15. Forfeiture 16. Abdicate  17. Contraband 18. Intangible 19. Clemency 20. Reversion


