
(Q.1-Q.5): The Centre credited the first 
installment of Rs 500 to over four 
crore Jan Dhan accounts of poor 
women on Friday as part of a relief 
package in view of the lockdown due 
to the coronavirus outbreak, the Rural 
Development Ministry said. 

 The amount is being released by the 
ministry and will be credited to more 
than 20.39 crore Jan Dhan accounts 
of women by the end of April first 
week, officials said. 

 Announcing the Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) in view of 
the ongoing 21-day countrywide 
lockdown due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had said on March 26 that 
ex-gratia payment of Rs 500 would be 
credited to women Jan Dhan account 
holders for the next three months, 
starting from April

 “Rural Development Ministry is 
releasing the lump sum amounts of 
Rs 500 per woman to Pradhan Mantri 
Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) account 
holders for April 2020 and the same 
have been credited to the designated 
accounts of individual banks on 
April 2, 2020,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

 Officials in the ministry said the 
amount was already credited to over 
4.07 crore women PMJDY account 
holders.

 In order to maintain social distancing 
and orderly withdrawal of money by 
the beneficiaries, the ministry said the 
government has prepared a schedule 
of payment withdrawal from banks 
on the basis of the last digit of the 
accounts.

 The officials further said many of these 
account holders are also entitled to 
monthly pensions and other benefits 
given to the poor.

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.
c om / i n du s t r y/ b a n k i n g / f i n a n c e /
b a n k i n g / c e n t r e - c r e d i t s - r s -
500-each-to-over-4-07-crore-
w o m e n - j a n - d h a n - a c c o u n t -

holders/art icleshow/74973340.
cms?from=mdr 

1. Who is the Rural Development Minister 
of India?

 (a) Shripad Naik

 (b) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (c) Prahlad Singh Patel

 (d) Jitendra Singh

2. What is the insurance cover for 
health workers affected by COVID-19 
provided under Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana?

 (a) 10 lakh (b) 20 lakh

 (c) 25 lakh (d) 50 lakh

3. The Finance Minister, Nirmala 
Sitharaman made an announcement 
on 26th March, 2020 to provide free 
cylinders to the BPL (Below Poverty 
Line) families for the next three 
months under the Ujjwala scheme. 
Which ministry is responsible for the 
implementation of Ujjwala Scheme?

 (a) Finance Ministry

 (b) Ministry of Women and Child 
Development

 (c) Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas

 (d) Ministry of Rural Development

4. Under PM Garib Kalyan Package, 
MNREGA wages would also be 
increased. What is the proposed 
increment in wages?

 (a) Rs. 10 (b) Rs. 15

 (c) Rs. 20 (d) Rs. 25

5. According to PM Jan Dhan Yojana, 
Account holders will be provided zero-
balance bank account, in addition to 
accidental insurance cover of –

 (a) Rs. 50,000 

 (b) Rs. 1 lakh

 (c) Rs. 2 lakh

 (d) None of the above

(Q.6-Q.10): The Union Cabinet on Monday 
approved an ordinance to cut salaries 
of the Prime Minister, all ministers and 
sitting MPs by 30% for one year in the 
wake of the Covid-19 crisis and also 
decided to suspend the MP Local Area 
Development Scheme (MPLADS) for 
two years. The twin moves will release 
Rs 7,900 crore to combat the disease. 

 Information and broadcasting minister 
Prakash Javadekar told the media 
that President Ram Nath Kovind, 
Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu 
and governors of states have also 
voluntarily offered to take the 30% 
pay cut as a social responsibility. 
The move, intended as an austerity 
measure, reflects the thinking in 
government that the political class 
should signal that it is not standing 
apart from the economic hardship 
caused to the common people. 

 The wage cuts will come into effect 
from April 1 for a year and the 
suspension of MPLADS fund will 
be for 2020-21 and 2021-22. The 
total amount will be transferred into 
the Consolidated Fund of India. 
Javadekar said the ordinance route 
was taken as a salary cut of MPs 
requires a change in law. He added 
the Salary, Allowances and Pension 
of Members of Parliament Act will be 
amended during the next Parliament 
session. The suspension of MPLADS, 
however, did not go down well with 
the opposition with several Congress 
functionaries protesting that this will 
impact ongoing development works in 
their constituencies and affect people 
directly. 

 The government said that most MPs 
would anyway set aside a substantial 
part of their constituency funds for 
Covid-19 mitigation. 

 Responding to a question on how 
much would be saved due to 30% 
salary cut, Javadekar said the amount 
was not important. “This is a landmark 
decision that sends the right signals. 
Many MPs have already announced 
donation of Rs 1 crore each from their 
MPLADS fund. Some felt the money 

under this scheme should be utilised 
to deal with the pandemic. This is our 
social responsibility,” he said. There 
has been concern in the government 
that if there are layoffs and wage 
cuts in non-government sectors, the 
perceived privileges of official jobs will 
stand out in contrast. 

 https://timesofindia. indiatimes.com/
india/30-pay-cut-for-mps-mplads-
suspended/articleshow/75018826.cms 

6. The Consolidated Fund of India 
is covered under which article of 
Constitution of India?

 (a) 264 (b) 266

 (c) 269 (d) 271

7. What is the amount of money per year 
allocated to each MP under MPLAD 
Scheme?

 (a) 2 crore (b) 3 crore

 (c) 4 crore  (d) 5 crore

8. Which ministry has been designated 
as the nodal agency to coordinate the 
work and to conduct Internal audit of 
the work carried out by MPs under 
MPLAD Scheme?

 (a) Finance Ministry

 (b) Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions

 (c) Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation

 (d) Ministry  of Social Justice and 
Empowerment

9. Under MPLAD Scheme, MPs can 
recommend development works not 
exceeding Rs. _______  to the District 
Authorities?

 (a) 20 lakh (b) 25 lakh

 (c) 30 lakh (d) 50 lakh

10. Which state has the highest 
utilisation-to-released fund ratio in 
MPLAD Scheme?

 (a) Sikkim (b) Chattisgarh

 (c) Telangana (d) Kerala
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1. (b)  Narendra Singh Tomar
 Narendra Singh Tomar is an Indian politician 

and a member of the 17th Lok Sabha. He 
is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare and Minister of Rural Development 
in the Second Modi ministry. Previously he 
was the Minister of Mines and Minister of 
Parliamentary Affair in the Government of 
India.

2. (d)  50 lakh
 Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman 

announced that an insurance cover of Rs 
50 lakhs per health worker affected by 
COVID-19 will be provided under Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana. 

3. (c)  Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was 
launched by Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi on 1 May 2016 to distribute 
50 million LPG connections to women of 

BPL families. Its implementation is done by 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

4. (c)  Rs. 20
 Under PM Garib Kalyan Package, MNREGA 

wages would be increased by Rs. 20 with 
effect from 1 April, 2020. Wage increase 
under MNREGA will provide an additional 
Rs. 2,000 benefit annually to a worker 
which will benefit approximately 13.62 
crore families.

5. (b)  1 lakh
 Account holders will be provided zero-

balance bank account, in addition to 
accidental insurance cover of Rs.1 lakh. 
The account holder gets Rs.30,000 
insurance coverage from LIC.

6. (b)  266
 The Consolidated Fund of India was created 

under Article 266 of the Constitution. 
The Consolidated Fund of India includes 
revenues, which are received by the 

government through taxes and expenses 
incurred in the form of borrowings and 
loans. 

7. (d)  5 crore
 Each MP is allocated Rs. 5 crore per year 

since 2011-12 which has been increased 
from Rs. 5 lakh in 1993-94 and Rs. 2 crore 
in 1998-99. MoSPI disburses funds to 
district authorities, not directly to MPs. This 
annual entitlement is released conditionally 
in two installments of Rs. 2.5 crore each. 
Funds are non-lapsable in nature i.e. in 
case of non-release of fund in a particular 
year it is carried forward to the next year.

8. (c)  Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation

 The ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation has been designated as 
the nodal agency to coordinate the work 
and to conduct internal audit of the work 
carried out by the public representatives. 

The ministry compiles the data of the 
utilization of the fund based upon the 
inputs provided by the concerned.

9. (b)  25 lakh
 In the MPLAD scheme, MPs can only 

recommend the work. The actual 
implementation is entirely in the hands 
of district authorities supervised by the 
district collector. Each MP can recommend 
to district collector the development works 
not exceeding Rs. 25 lakhs for each work.

10. (c)  Telangana
 Top-5 states with highest utilisation-

to-released fund ratio are Telangana 
(101.42%), Sikkim (100.89%), 
Chhattisgarh (99.6%), Kerala (99.3%) and 
West Bengal (98.65%). The Bottom-5 
states are Uttarakhand (87.22%), Tripura 
(88.46%), Jharkhand (88.93%), Rajasthan 
(90.16%) and Odisha (90.54%).
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(Q.11-Q.15) Indian Air Force (IAF) 
airlifts around 6.2 tonnes of 
essential medicines and hospital 
consumables onboard C-130 
aircraft from India to Male. Since 
there has been lockdown in India 

due to COVID-19, the medicines 
and the consumables procured by 
STO from eight different suppliers in 
India could not be sent directly to the 
Maldives. IAF launched `Operation 
Sanjeevani’ and with the help of 
the Indian Army medicines were 
lifted from different airports across 
the country including — New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai and Madurai and 
then were flown to the Maldives.

 Medicines including influenza 
vaccines, anti-viral drugs such as 
Lopinavir and Ritonavir (these two 
medicines are being used in other 
countries to treat COVID-19 ) have 
gone to the Maldives.

 Consumables including catheters, 
nebulisers, urine bags and 
infant feeding tubes and other 
medications for cardiac conditions, 
kidney ailments, hypertension, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, arthritis, 
allergies and cancer treatment, 
anticonvulsants have been delivered 
too.

 Last month India had gifted 5.5 
tonnes of essential medicines to 
the Maldives and has also sent 
a 14-member COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Team of doctors and 
specialists to help in helping the 
people of Maldives.

 The Maldives was the first country 
in the neighbourhood to receive 
essential medicines from India in its 
fight against COVID-19.

 The Indian Armed Forces have 
helped the government of the 
neighbouring Maldives in the 
neutralization of the 1988 coup 
attempt. It has also helped the 
country after the 2004 tsunami, and 
has also supplied drinking water 
when [x] was launched in 2014.

 The two Advanced Light Helicopters 

given by India to the armed forces 
of that country have been used in 
saving Maldivian lives.

 In the first-ever video conference 
with the SAARC leaders last 
month, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced $ 10 million for 
the SAARC COVID -19 Emergency 
Fund.

 Also the plan for setting up the 
electronic platform to help in 
exchange of information and 
knowledge and expertise was 
announced.

 https://www.financialexpress.com/
defence/operation-sanjeevani-
i a f - a i r l i f t s - m e d i c a l - a n d -
hospital-consumables-for-the-
maldives/1917317/ 

11. Which of the following is a joint 
military exercise between India and 
Maldives?

 (a) Sampriti

 (b) Tiger Triumph

 (c) Vajra Prahar

 (d) Ekuverin

12. Who is the current President of 
Maldives?

 (a) Abdulla Yameen

 (b) Mohamed Nashed

 (c) Ibrahim Mohamed Solih

 (d) Mohammed Waheed Hassan

13. Which operation is redacted as [x] in 
the above passage?

 (a) Operation Maitri

 (b) Operation Madad

 (c) Operation Sahayta

 (d) Operation Neer

14. Maldives rejoined the 
Commonwealth after its withdrawal 
in 2016. How many member nations 
are there in the Commonwealth 
currently?

 (a) 52 

 (b) 53

 (c) 54 

 (d) 55

15. Where is SAARC headquartered?

 (a) Dhaka 

 (b) New Delhi

 (c) Kathmandu 

 (d) Colombo

(Q.16-Q.20) The Philippines has 

expressed solidarity with Vietnam 
after Hanoi protested against what 
it said was the ramming and sinking 
of a Vietnamese fishing boat by a 
Chinese coastguard vessel in the 
disputed South China Sea.

 The Department of Foreign Affairs 
in Manila expressed deep concern 
over the reported April 3 sinking 
of the boat off the Paracel Islands. 
There were eight fishermen on 
board at the time.

 The incident happened at a time 
when a common approach was 
crucial in confronting the coronavirus 
pandemic, it said.

 “COVID-19 is a very real threat that 
demands unity and mutual trust. In 
the face of it, neither fish nor fictional 
historical claims are worth the fuse 
that’s lit by such incidents,” the 
unusually strong-worded statement 
from Manila said.

 China claims virtually the entire 
South China Sea and has built 
several islands equipped with 
military installations in the area, one 
of the world’s busiest shipping lanes. 
Vietnam has been a consistent 
and vocal  opponent of Beijing’s 
increasingly muscular territorial 
ambitions.

 The Philippines’ Department of 
Foreign Affairs recalled that 22 
Filipino fishermen were left floating 
in the high seas, after a Chinese 
vessel sank their boat at Reed Bank 
on June 9 last year. They were 
rescued by a Vietnamese fishing 
vessel.

 “Our own similar experience 
revealed how much trust in a 
friendship is lost by it and how much 
trust was created by Vietnam’s 
humanitarian act of directly saving 
the lives of our Filipino fishermen,” 
the department said.

 Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte, however, played down 
the incident within the Philippines’ 
exclusive economic zone, even as it 
sparked anger in the streets.

 The owner of the Chinese vessel 
later apologised for the incident and 
promised to compensate the Filipino 
fishermen for the damage to their 
fishing boat.

 There has been speculation that the 
Chinese vessel involved in the boat-
ramming was part of a “maritime 
militia” deployed by Beijing to 
intimidate vessels from other 
countries in the area.

 The United States has also 
expressed serious concern over the 
reported sinking of the Vietnamese 

vessel and called on China to 
remain focused on supporting 
efforts to combat the pandemic 
and “stop exploiting the distraction 
or vulnerability of other states to 
expand its unlawful claims in the 
South China Sea.”

 h t t p s : / / w w w. a l j a z e e r a . c o m /
news/2020/04/philippines-backs-
v ietnam-china-s inks-f ish ing-
boat-200409022328432.html 

16. The nine dash line asserted by China 
is at the heart of the South China Sea 
dispute as it violates the principle of 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). 
Which country has the largest EEZ 
in the world?

 (a) China 

 (b) USA

 (c) France 

 (d) Canada

17. When was United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
signed?

 (a) 1980 

 (b) 1982

 (c) 1984 

 (d) 1986

18. Which of the following is not a 
disputed island in the South China 
Sea?

 (a) Marshall Islands

 (b) Spratly Islands

 (c) Paracel Islands

 (d) Scarborough Shoal

19. “Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea” 
was concluded between ASEAN 
and China in November 2002. 
How many countries are currently 
members of the ASEAN? 

 (a) 9 

 (b) 10

 (c) 11 

 (d) 12

20. ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) has 
Oil and Hydrocarbon exploration 
projects in South China Sea. These 
projects are located in which 
country’s EEZ? 

 (a) Phillipines 

 (b) Indonesia

 (c) Laos

 (d) Vietnam

11. (d)  Ekuverin
 Ekuverin is a joint military exercise 

between India and Maldives. The 
Indian Army and the Maldives National 
Defence Forces have been conducting 
Exercise Ekuverin meaning ‘Friends’ in 
the Dhivehi language since 2009. Tenth 
edition of the Joint Military Exercise 
Ekuverin between the Indian Army and 
the Maldives National Defence Force 
was organised from 07 to 20 October 
2019 at Aundh Military Station in Pune, 
Maharashtra.

12. (c)  Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
 Ibrahim Mohamed Solih is a Maldivian 

politician who is the current President of 
the Maldives and assumed office on 17 
November 2018.

13. (d)  Operation Neer
 Operation Neer was initiated by Indian 

government in response to Maldives 
government’s request for help after 
major fire broke out at the Male Water and 

Sewerage Company. Under ‘Operation 
Neer’ India supplied drinking water to 
Maldives to deal with the drinking water 
crisis. Maldives don’t have its own water 
resources but is wholly dependent on 
desalination plants. 

14. (c)  54
 Maldives officially re-joined the 

Commonwealth  on February 1 
2020, making it the 54th member 
of the Commonwealth group. On 19 
November, Ibrahim Solih announced 
that the Maldives is to return to the 
Commonwealth of Nations, a decision 
recommended by his Cabinet, 
considering that the Maldives was a 
Commonwealth republic from 1982 to 
2016.

15. (c)  Kathmandu
 The South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the 
regional intergovernmental organization 
and geopolitical union of states in South 

Asia. SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 
December 1985. Its secretariat is based 
in Kathmandu, Nepal.

16. (c)  France
 France has the world’s largest 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
because it possesses several overseas 
departments and territories, followed by 
USA and Australia.

17. (b)  1982
 The United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also called 
the Law of the Sea Convention or the 
Law of the Sea treaty, is the international 
agreement that resulted from the third 
United Nations Conference on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOSC). It was signed on 
10 December 1982.

18. (a)  Marshall Islands
 The Republic of the Marshall Islands 

is a sovereign state in free association 
with the United States, hence it is not 

a disputed territory. Spratly Islands, 
Paracel Islands and Scarborough Shoal 
are disputed islands claimed by many 
countries. 

19. (b)  10 
 ASEAN has currently ten member 

nations, namely, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Vietnam, Brunei, Laos, Cambodia, 
Myanmar (Burm(a). ASEAN also has two 
observer states – Timor Leste and Papua 
New Guine(a) 

20. (d)  Vietnam
 ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL), under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of 
Petroleum & Natural Gas, is the wholly 
owned subsidiary and overseas arm of 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited 
(ONGC). OVL made a foray into Vietnam 
as early as 1988, when it bagged the 
exploration licence for Block 6.1.
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(Q.21-Q.25) India  To step-up outreach 
to women facing domestic violence 
in their homes during the lockdown, 
the National Commission for Women 
in addition to its online complaint 
mechanism has now launched a 
dedicated whatsapp SOS alert 
number. Of the 370 complaints 
registered by NCW between 
March 23 to April 10, 123 pertain to 
domestic violence and of these 46 
have been received from April 6 to 
10. 

 To encourage more women to 
come forward and report and for 
those unable to reach out through 
the online mode, emails and 
social media, the Commission on 
Friday activated a WhatsApp alert 
number 7217735372 for the period 
of lockdown and for alerts only 
pertaining to domestic violence. The 
complainant can send a whatsapp 
message alert and the Commission 
will respond with assistance. It is 
clearly stated in the NCW public 
notice that this number is not meant 
for calls and SMS. 

 Since the lock down came into effect, 
off the streets, inside homes the ugly 
face of violence is threatening the 
safety of many more women caught 
in abusive relationships. 

 NCW chief [x] has been raising 
concerns over domestic violence 
since the lockdown came into 
force. On April 2 she had said that 
since the lock down “complaints of 
domestic violence were increasing 
by the day . However, she shared 
that due to the lock down fewer 
women were willing to report the 
crime to the police as they are living 
with abusive husbands and in-laws 
under one roof and fear they will be 
tortured further as they are restricted 
to the house.

21. Who is the current Chairperson of 
National Commission for Women, 
redacted as [x] in the above 
passage?

 (a) Mamta Sharma

 (b) Girija Vyas

 (c) Rekha Sharma

 (d) Jayanti Patnaik

22. How many members are there in 
NCW?

 (a) 3

 (b) 4

 (c) 5

 (d) 6

23. Who was the first and only male 
person appointed as a member of 
NCW?

 (a) Sudarshan Singh

 (b) Alok Rawat

 (c) Anmol Vyas

 (d) Daya Shankar Trivedi

24. When was National Commission for 
Women formed?

 (a) 1990

 (b) 1991

 (c) 1992

 (d) 1993

25. What is the name of the monthly 
newsletter released by National 
Commission for Women?

 (a) Nari Shakti

 (b) Rashtra Mahila

 (c) Mahila Bharti

 (d) Aadhi Aabadi

(Q.26-Q.30) As Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) has 
issued new testing guidelines for 
Covid-19 and has also allowed rapid 
antibody testing in India, experts 
believe that it will help the agencies 
to enhance screening and identifying 
capabilities. To ensure speedy 
detection of coronavirus cases, 
those residing in Covid-19 hotspots 
or areas which have reported large 
numbers of cases may have to 
undergo a rapid antibody testing. 
The ICMR in its interim advisory 
has recommended the use of the 
rapid antibody test in the country’s 
coronavirus hotspots.

 Reports suggest that after request 
from states, including Maharashtra, 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and 

few other states, ICMR sent its 
recommendation a few days back 
to start antibody rapid test in the 
country. These kits can be used 
from small clusters in the town upto 
village-level to find out the number 
of infections quickly, which is 
important in the present situation. 

 Experts say that antibody test 
doesn’t always pick up early viral 
infection but they can indicate if 
someone has any particular virus 
even if they are asymptomatic. 
This type of test is important 
for community surveillance and 
investigation purpose. As per 
reports, India has already started the 
process to buy these antibody rapid 
test kits for the country.

 A source from Health Ministry 
suggested that India already has 
purchased around 5 lakh testing kits 
from USA, China and South Korea. 
ICMR has already given approval 
to a dozen such kits for Covid-19, 
which are likely to be available in the 
market soon. One Bengaluru-based 
company is also working on this 
project and their rapid testing kits 
are likely to be available soon.

 These new testing kits are priced 
between Rs 2,000-3,000 
depending on their availability and 
supply.

 Under the existing PCR test, in 
private labs, the government has 
already put a cap of Rs 4,500 
for Covid-19 test. This includes 
Rs 1,500 for a screening test for 
suspect cases and an additional Rs 
3,000 as confirmation test charges.

26. Which of the following is the 
traditional method of taking nasal or 
throat swab to test Covid-19?

 (a) Rapid test

 (b) Antibody test

 (c) RT-PCR test

 (d) Screening test

27. Which country is the first to develop 
an antibody test to identify the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19)?

 (a) China

 (b) US

 (c) Singapore

 (d) South Korea

28. Which is the first Indian company 
to develop the testing kit for 
COVID-19?

 (a) My Lab

 (b) Cipla

 (c) Lubin

 (d) Sun Pharmaceutical

29. Which of the following is not true 
regarding Anti-body test?

 (a) It is not a confirmatory test. 
However, it is a test for the 
purpose of surveillance.

 (b) The RT-PCR (Reverse 
Transcription-PCR) test is to be 
conducted to check the presence 
of antibodies.

 (c) It requires nasal or throat swabs 
of infected. 

 (d) None of the above

30. Which start up has been funded 
by Department of Science and 
Technology to develop COVID-19 
testing kit?

 (a) Health Innovations

 (b) Module Innovations

 (c) Fit India

 (d) Healthy India  

20. (d)  Vietnam
 ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL), under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of 
Petroleum & Natural Gas, is the wholly 
owned subsidiary and overseas arm of 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited 
(ONGC). OVL made a foray into Vietnam 
as early as 1988, when it bagged the 
exploration licence for Block 6.1.

21. (c)  Rekha Sharma
 Rekha Sharma is the current Chairperson 

of the National Commission for Women 
in India. Prior to her appointment to 
the National Commission for Women 
(NCW) in August 2015, she was the BJP 
district secretary and media in-charge in 
Haryana, and a Member of the District 
Consumer & Redressal Forum in the 
Government of Haryana.

22. (c)  5
 The NCW is made up of a chairperson, 

five members and a member secretary. 
A person ‘committed to the cause of 
women” is nominated and appointed as 

Chairperson by the Central Government.

23. (b)  Alok Rawat
 Alok Rawat, a 1977 batch Sikkim cadre 

IAS officer, was the first and only male 
person ever appointed as a member of 
National Commission for Women.

24. (c)  1992
 The National Commission for Women 

(NCW) is the statutory body of 
the Government of India, generally 
concerned with advising the government 
on all policy matters affecting women. 
It was established in 31 January 1992 
under the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution, as defined in the 1990 
National Commission for Women Act.

25. (b)  Rashtra Mahila
 The  National  Commission  for  Women  

brings  out  a  Monthly  Newsletter  
“Rashtra Mahila”  in  English  and  Hindi. 
Currently, the Newsletter comprises  
four  pages. It  is  proposed  that  the  
content  and  the  size  of  the  Newsletter  

be increased to include information 
on a number of topics concerning 
empowerment of women.

26. (c)
 The present COVID-19 detection 

tests being carried out in the country 
are called PCR, which require nasal or 
throat swabs. It takes about five hours 
for the results to come out. RT-PCR is a 
laboratory technique combining reverse 
transcription of RNA into DNA and 
amplification of specific DNA targets 
using polymerase chain reaction. It is 
primarily used to measure the amount of 
a specific RNA.

27. (c)
 The Singapore Ministry of Health 

announced that an antibody test has 
been developed by the country’s 
medical school and it has successfully 
identified two people, who were infected 
by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 

28. (a)

 Pune-based molecular diagnostics 
company Mylab Discovery Solutions 
Pvt Ltd, which specialises in molecular 
diagnostic kits has developed first 
made-in-India test kit for COVID-19 in a 
record time of six weeks. The kit the first 
one to receive commercial approval from 
the Indian FDA/ Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organisation (CDSCO).

29. (c)
 They use blood samples of suspected 

patients and normally takes around 15-
30 minutes to give the result. Under 
this, one has to clean their finger with 
an alcohol swab and use the lancet 
provided for finger-pricks.

30. (b)
 The Department of Science and 

Technology has funded a health care 
start up called the “Module Innovations” 
in order to develop COVID-19 testing 
kit. The purpose of the kit is to make the 
testing quicker within 10 to 15 minutes.
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(Q.31-Q.35) As India’s Covid-19 cases 
count crossed 9,300 Monday, the 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) issued an advisory to begin 
[1] of samples to increase the 
number of tests.

 The process involves testing upto 
five samples in a single test. So far, 
one sample is being tested at a time.

 In just the last 24 hours, the number 

of cases in India has risen by around 
1,000.

 “Number of Covid-19 cases in India 
is rising exponentially. In view of this, 
it is critical to increase the numbers 
of tests conducted by laboratories. 
Positivity rate in cases is still low.,” 
said the advisory.

 The ICMR advisory added that the [1] 
algorithm involves the Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) screening 
of a specimen pool, comprising 
multiple samples. The RT-PCR test 
is used to determine whether an 
individual has contracted Covid-19, 
caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

 The test is only prescribed to be 
used in areas with low prevalence 
of the infection, i.e., with a positivity 
rate of less than 2 per cent.

 This means that of 1,000 samples in 
an area, if less than 20 have tested 
positive for Covid-19, the area is said 
to have a low positivity rate, and will 
qualify for [1].

 The objective of [1] is to increase the 
capacity of laboratories to screen 
more samples in the same amount of 
time without doubling the resources 
needed.

 A feasibility study was conducted at 
ICMR’s Virus Research & Diagnostic 
Laboratory (VRDL) at King George’s 
Medical University (KGMU), 
Lucknow.

 The study demonstrated that 
performing real-time PCR testing 
for Covid-19 with multiple samples 
(upto five) is feasible when the 
prevalence rates of infection are low.

 he study demonstrated that 
performing real-time PCR testing 
for Covid-19 with multiple samples 
(upto five) is feasible when the 

prevalence rates of infection are low.

31. Which of the following can be 
replaced by [1] in the above 
paragraph?

 (a) Mass Testing

 (b) Pool Testing

 (c) Enhanced Testing

 (d) Fast testing

32. In which year ICMR was founded?

 (a) 1987

 (b) 1955

 (c) 1980

 (d) 1911

33. Which of the following is not true 
regarding ICMR?

 (a) The ICMR is the apex body 
for the formulation, promotion 
and coordination of biomedical 
research in the country.

 (b) ICMR is the nodal agency that 
is looking after the control of 
Corona Virus and the guidelines 
to test the virus.

 (c) The ICMR functions under 
Ministry of Human Resource 
and Development

 (d) It is headquartered in Delhi.  

34. Which of the following drug has been 
approved by task force constituted 
by ICMR to contain COVID-19?

 (a) Paracetamol  

 (b) Aspirin 

 (c) Hydroxychloroquine 

 (d) Acetaminophen

35. According to ICMR, how many 
quasi-sub species of Covid-19 are 
in circulation in India?

 (a) 2

 (b) 3

 (c) 4

 (d) 5

(Q.36-Q.40) On March 24, 2020, the 
Union Finance Minister announced 
that the government is considering 
the suspension of Sections 7, 9 
and 10 of the [1], to prevent mass 
insolvency proceedings if disruption 
of economic life due to Covid-19 
continues beyond April 30. This 
would mean that no one would 
be allowed to trigger insolvency 
resolution proceedings in the 

country for a period of six months.

 Notwithstanding that such 
suspension may not be legally 
tenable, on the face of it, this seems to 
be aimed at stopping the Damocles 
sword of insolvency from hanging 
on the head of those companies that 
may default on their loans due to this 
pandemic. This is premised on the 
notion that insolvency proceedings 
are debt enforcement proceedings 
that companies would not want to 
resort to.

 However, the [1] is not just a debt 
enforcement tool, it is also the only 
formal and binding mechanism that 
a company can resort to in case it 
wants to restructure its debts and 
get a breathing period during which 
debt enforcement against it can 
stop. In fact, as on December 31, 
2019, more than 240 applications 
have been filed under Section 10 of 
the [3], which allows the company 
itself to file an application for the 
commencement of its insolvency 
resolution. By completely stopping 
recourse to the [1], one would deny 
companies the chance to access 
this mechanism for resolution, 
and may lead to piecemeal debt 
enforcement that could result in the 
closure of businesses.

 The government proposal also does 
not consider that some lenders, 
including operational creditors, may 
not be able to absorb the fallout 
of a high magnitude of bad debts. 
For instance, individual operational 
debtors may themselves go under 
if they are not paid for goods and 
services they provide to companies 
(most of which are organised, large-
scale enterprises) in a timely manner. 
Similarly, many financial institutions 
may already be facing stress on their 
balance sheets, which they cannot 
absorb)

 Indeed, by not mandating a 
moratorium on debt enforcement, 
even the RBI appears to have 

recognised that at least in some 
cases, financial institutions should 
be allowed to recover debts owed 
to them. Denying lenders the right 

to invoke the [1] will deny them 
the right to recourse to the most 
timely and efficient debt resolution 
mechanism present today. In fact, 
it will only prolong their struggle to 
enforce debt and may both increase 
the stress on the financial system 
that was already struggling with 
bad debt prior to the breakout of 
Covid-19, and on individual lenders 
themselves.

36. Which is the first financial service 
firm to be taken to NCLT for 
insolvency proceedings?

 (a) Bajaj Finance

 (b) IDFC First Bank Lt(d)

 (c) HDFC

 (d) DHFL

37. Which body regulates the process 
related to insolvency?

 (a) National Company Law Tribunal

 (b) RBI

 (c) Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India 

 (d) National Company Law 
Appellate   Tribunal

38. Who is the current chairman of the 
body regulating the process related 
to insolvency?

 (a) Krishnamurthy Subramanian

 (b) M.S. Sahoo

 (c) S. J. Mukhopadhaya

 (d) Mukulita Vijayawargiya

39. Which of the following law can be 
replaced by [3]?

 (a) Recovery of Debts Due to Banks 
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993

 (b) Securitization and 
Reconstruction of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of Security Interest 
Act

 (c) Companies Act, 2013

(d) Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 
2016

40. Which court/tribunal has jurisdiction 
over insolvency proceedings under 
the above mentioned act?

 (a) Debt Recovery Tribunal

 (b) Service tribunals

 (c) Company Law Board  

 (d) National Company Law Tribunal

31. (b)
 The Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR), in an advisory, has advised the 
feasibility of using pooled samples for 
molecular testing of COVID-19 citing the 
rise of cases in India.

32. (d) 
 ICMR is India’s apex scientific body 

for the formulation, coordination and 
promotion of biomedical research. It was 
established in 1911 as Indian Research 
Fund Association (IRFA) making it one 
of oldest and largest medical research 
bodies in the world.

33. (c) 
 The ICMR functions under Department 

of Health Research, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare. Its Governing Body 
is presided over by Health Minister.

34. (c)
 The task force has recommended the 

use of Hydroxychloroquine to treat 
Corona Virus. According to the task 
force, the Hydroxychloroquine can be 
used to treat asymptomatic health care 
workers. It shall be used to treat health 
care worker.

35. (b)
 On April 1, 2020, the Indian Council of 

Medical Research reported that three 
quasi sub species of COVID-19 virus 
are in circulation in the country. ICMR 
confirms that the virus in India has 
taken its variant form due to external 
and biological factors of the country and 
people living in the country.

36. (d)
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBA) has 

referred Dewan Housing Finance Corp. 

Ltd (DHFL) to the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT) for insolvency 
proceedings, making it the first financial 
services player to go NCLT for a possible 
debt resolution.

37. (c) 
 IBBI or Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 

of India came into existence on 1st of Oct 
2016 to regulate and counter various bad 
loan cases reported by various creditors, 
which especially involved banks in India. 
The IBBI falls under Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and regulates 
the profession as well processes related 
to insolvency and bankruptcy.

38. (b)
 Dr. M. S. Sahoo, an acclaimed thought 

leader in the area of securities markets 
and a distinguished public servant, 
currently serves as Chairperson of the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 
India.

39. (d) 
 The Central government introduced the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code(IBC) 
in 2016 to resolve claims involving 
insolvent companies. This was intended 
to tackle the bad loan problems that 
were affecting the banking system. 

40. (d) 
 With regard to the issue of jurisdiction, 

the NCLAT held that in terms of Section 
408 of the Companies Act, 2013, the 
Central Government has notified and 
vested the power on the NCLT having 
the requisite territorial jurisdiction to deal 
with the matter where the registered 
offices of the Companies are situated.



5 The CLAT Post • April 2020India’s Best Institute for CLAT  |  Other Law Entrances

Bhopal  +91-9111555433   Indore  +91-9589613810, +91-731-4987379   Prayagraj  +91-8114000926, +91-8114000927
Kanpur  +91-8576066660, +91-8707605589    Raipur  +91-9425584840, +91-8602268880  Ranchi +91-9334969993  Lucknow  +91-6390576666

E: query@legaledge.in
W: www.legaledge.in

Gurugram  +91-8448444207

(Q.41-Q.45) The FIFA Under-17 Women’s 
World Cup to be held in November 
was on Saturday postponed by 
football’s governing body due to the 
worsening COVID-19 pandemic 
across the globe.

 The tournament was to be competed 
among 16 teams, with hosts [x] 
being automatic qualifiers. It was to 
be India’s maiden appearance in the 
U-17 Women’s World Cup.

 The decision was taken by the 
FIFA-Confederations working group 
which was recently established by 
the Bureau of the FIFA Council to 
address the consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The working 
group recommended the Bureau of 
FIFA Council to “postpone the FIFA 
Under-20 Women’s World Cup 
[y] 2020 - originally scheduled for 
August/September 2020 - and the 
FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup 
India 2020 - originally scheduled for 
November 2020.”

 “New dates will be identified,” FIFA 
said in a statement. It was also 
decided “to create a sub-working 
group on the women’s international 
match calendar to consider potential 
changes to the calendar and dates of 
postponed FIFA final tournaments”.

 The working group includes the 
FIFA administration and Secretary 
Generals and top executives 
from all confederations. It 
unanimously approved a series of 
recommendations following its first 
meeting, which was organised via 
conference late on Friday.

 While the tournament itself is five 
months away but only the qualifying 
event for Asia has been held so far 
from which from which Japan and 
North Korea have made the cut. 
Five remaining qualifying events 
-- that of Africa, Europe, Oceania, 
South America, and Central, North 
America and Caribbean -- have not 
been held due to the global health 
crisis which has affected more than 
a million people.

 Over 50,000 deaths have been 
caused by the deadly outbreak 
so far. The official schedule of the 
tournament was announced in 
February and Navi Mumbai was 
to host the final. FIFA thanked the 

Confederations’ representatives for 
their cooperation.

 FIFA also reiterated that health 
must always be the first priority and 
the main criteria in any decision-
making process, especially in 
these “challenging times”. In other 
decisions, the working group 
recommended “to postpone all 
international matches due to 
be played during the upcoming 
June 2020 window; and to 
organise bilateral discussions 
with confederations concerning 
2022 FIFA World Cup qualifiers in 
order to finalise a revised match 
schedule pending health and safety 
developments”.

 https://www.theweek.in/news/
s p o r t s / 2 0 2 0 / 0 4 / 0 4 / F I F A -
postpones-U-17-Womens-World-
Cup-in-India-due-to-COVID-19.html 

41. Who is the current FIFA Under-17 
Women’s World Cup champion?

 (a) Belgium

 (b) Uruguay

 (c) Spain

 (d) Germany

42. Where is FIFA U-17 Women’s World 
Cup 2020 championship to be held, 
redacted as [x]? 

 (a) China

 (b) South Korea

 (c) Japan

 (d) India

43. Where is FIFA Under-20 Women’s 
World Cup 2020 scheduled to take 
place, redacted as [y]?

 (a) Mexico

 (b) Nicaragua & Guatemala

 (c) Panama & Costa Rica

 (d) None of the above

44. Brazil has the most number of World 
Cup titles to its credit. How many 
times has it won the World Cup so 
far?

 (a) 4

 (b) 5

 (c) 6

 (d) 7

45. Where is FIFA headquartered?

 (a) London 

 (b) Paris 

 (c) Amsterdam

 (d) Zurich

(Q.46-Q.50) The National Health 
Authority (NHA) today announced 
its partnership with Uber India to 
provide “safe, reliable and efficient” 
transport for India’s frontline 
healthcare workers engaged in the 
treatment of COVID-19 patients. 
The NHA, which is the nodal agency 
for implementation of Ayushman 
Bharat-PMJAY, said in a statement 
that Uber will initially facilitate 
the provision of 150 cars “free of 
cost” to support medical facilities 
in New Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad, 
Kanpur, Lucknow, Prayagraj and 
Patna through its recently launched 
UberMedic service.

 All UberMedic cars supplied to 
NHA will be equipped with roof-to-
floor plastic sheeting enclosing the 
driver’s seat, thereby acting as a 
protective barrier between the rider 
and driver.

 The statement further said that 
the pilot scheme meets the goal of 
practising social distancing even 
within the confines of an UberMedic 
car. Additionally, each UberMedic 
car will be disinfected after every 
ride to ensure the highest possible 
safety and hygiene standards in line 
with government guidelines.

 Commenting on the partnership, 
[x], CEO, Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY 
and NHA said, “The partnership 
with Uber in this hour of need is a 
much-needed initiative to extend 
necessary support to the healthcare 
workers who are leading this fight 
against COVID-19. Limited mobility 
options had made it difficult for 
frontline workers to travel to their 
workplaces which is the hospital. 
This initiative will further strengthen 
India’s response to contain the 
spread of COVID-19.”

 Pradeep Parameswaran, President, 
Uber India and South Asia said, 
“Uber is proud to partner with the 
National Health Authority to offer 
free UberMedic rides to transport 
frontline healthcare workers in 
specific locations for helping 
contain the spread of COVID-19. 
All drivers will be specially trained 
in safety procedures and provided 
with personal protective equipment 
including masks, sanitizers and 
disinfectants to sanitize UberMedic 
cars after each ride. Uber salutes 
all our frontline healthcare workers 
and will continue supporting them 
and the government in the days and 

weeks ahea(d)”

 https://www.financialexpress.com/
l ifestyle/health/covid-19-nha-
uber-join-hands-to-provide-free-
dedicated-transport-service-to-
healthcare-workers/1918494/ 

46. Who chairs the governing body of 
National Health Authority (NHA)?

 (a) Prime Minister

 (b) Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare

 (c) CEO of National Health 
Authority

 (d) None of the above

47. Who is the current CEO of National 
Health Authority (NHA), redacted as 
[x] in the above passage?

 (a) Amitabh Kant

 (b) Sindhushree Khullar

 (c) Dr Rajiv Kumar

 (d) Dr Indu Bhushan

48. Uber has recently announced a 
partnership with e-retailer Flipkart 
to help provide essentials items to 
people in three Indian cities. Which 
of the following cities is NOT one of 
those?

 (a) Delhi

 (b) Mumbai

 (c) Hyderabad

 (d) Bengaluru

49. What is the insurance cover 
provided under Ayushman Bharat 
government-sponsored health 
insurance scheme? 

 (a) 2 lakh

 (b) 3 lakh

 (c) 5 lakh

 (d) 10 lakh

50. The Ayushman Bharat initiative has 
been designed on the lines as to 
meet UN-SDG and its underlining 
commitment, which is “leave no one 
behind”. Which UN-SDG focuses on 
Universal Health Care?

 (a) SDG – 2

 (b) SDG - 3

 (c) SDG - 4

 (d) SDG - 5

41. (c)  Spain
 The FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 

is an international association football 
tournament for female players under 
the age of 17. The current champion is 
Spain, which won its first title at the 2018 
tournament in Uruguay.

42. (d)  India
 The FIFA Under-17 Women’s World 

Cup 2020 is to be held in India. The 
tournament is to be competed among 16 
teams, with hosts India being automatic 
qualifiers. The women’s age group 
showpiece was to be held at five venues 
in the country --Kolkata, Guwahati, 
Bhubaneswar, Ahmedabad and Navi 
Mumbai -- from November 2-21, before 
it got postponed.

43. (c)  Panama & Costa Rica
 The 2020 FIFA U-20 Women’s World 

Cup is scheduled to be held in Costa 
Rica and Panama from August 2020. 

The working group recommended the 
Bureau of FIFA Council to postpone 
the FIFA Under-20 Women’s World 
Cup 2020 - originally scheduled for 
August/September 2020 - and the FIFA 
Under-17 Women’s World Cup India 
2020. 

44. (b)  5
 The national team of Brazil has won 

the most soccer World Cup titles of all 
time with five, winning the tournament 
in 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994 and, most 
recently, in 2002.

45. (d)  Zurich
 The headquarters of FIFA is a distinctive 

complex in Zürich Switzerland. The 
complex has served as the official 
headquarters of FIFA since its 
completion in 2006. It is located on the 
Zürichberg, a wooded hill in District 7.

46. (b)  Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare

 The NHA is governed by a Governing 
Board chaired by the Union Minister for 
Health and Family Welfare, Government 
of India; and is headed by a full-time 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) supported 
by Deputy CEO and Executive Directors.

47. (d)  Dr Indu Bhushan
 Dr. Indu Bhushan serves as the Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of Ayushman 
Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB - PMJAY) and the National 
Health Authority (NHA), Government 
of India. Dr. Bhushan is an ex-Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) officer of 
the Indian Civil Services, 1983 Rajasthan 
cadre.

48. (c)  Hyderabad
 Ride-hailing company Uber on Monday 

announced a partnership with Flipkart to 
help provide essentials items to people 
in Bengaluru, Mumbai and Delhi. The aim 
is to keep vital supply chains running and 

address the growing needs of Flipkart 
customers to receive essential goods at 
their doorsteps every day.

49. (c)  5 lakh
 The government-sponsored health 

insurance scheme under Ayushman 
Bharat will provide free coverage of up 
to Rs 5 lakh per family per year at any 
government or even empanelled private 
hospitals all over India for secondary and 
tertiary medical care facilities.

50. (b)  SDG – 3
 SDG 3 aspires to ensure health and 

well-being for all, including a bold 
commitment to end the epidemics of 
AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other 
communicable diseases by 2030. It 
also aims to achieve universal health 
coverage, and provide access to safe 
and effective medicines and vaccines 
for all.
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(Q.51-Q.55) The Ministry of Electronics 
and IT has notified three schemes 
to boost electronics manufacturing 
with incentives worth more than 
₹48,000 crore, which were cleared 
by the Cabinet last month. The three 
schemes are -

• The Production Linked Incentive 
Scheme (PLI) for large scale 
electronics manufacturing.

• The Scheme for Promotion of 
Manufacturing of Electronic 
Components and Semiconductors  
(SPECS).

• The modified Electronics 
Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) 
Scheme.

 The largest scheme -- with an 
outlay of ₹40,000 crore -- will give 
incentives of 4-6% on incremental 
sales on mobile phones and 
specified electronic components 
such as Printed Circuit Boards, 
photopolymer films and Assembly, 
Testing, Marking and Packaging 
units, among others. The Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme will 
be applicable from [x].

 According to the notification, 
companies that make phones priced 
at ₹15,000 and above and which 
make a cumulative investment 
of ₹1,000 crore over four years, 
starting with ₹250 crore in the first 
year, will qualify for an incentive of 
6% for the first two years, followed 
by 5% for the next two and 4% in the 
fifth year.

 Incremental sales of manufactured 
goods over the base year should be 
₹4,000 crore for these companies 
in the first year, with sales totalling 
₹25,000 crore by the fifth year. For 
domestic mobile phone companies, 
the investment threshold is ₹200 
crore over four years and sales 
criteria is ₹5,000 crore in 5 years. 
For components, it is ₹100 crore for 
4 years and ₹600 crore of sales in 
5 years. The applications will initially 
be open for four months.

 https://telecom.economictimes.
indiatimes.com/news/govt-notifies-
three-schemes-worth-48kcr-for-
electronic-makers/74941447 

51. Who is the current Minister of 
Electronics and IT?

 (a) Prakash Javadekar

 (b) Prahlad Joshi

 (c) DV Sadananda Gowda

 (d) Ravi Shankar Prasad

52. Under the ‘Scheme for Promotion 
of Manufacturing of Electronic 
Components and Semiconductors 
(SPECS)’ what percentage of capital 
expenditure has been approved as 
a financial incentive by the Union 
Cabinet for the manufacturing of 
goods that constitute the supply 
chain of an electronic product?

 (a) 20%

 (b) 25%

 (c) 30%

 (d) 35%

53. What is the financial assistance 
provided in terms of project cost in 
EMC 2.0 Scheme? 

 (a) 20% of project cost

 (b) 25% of project cost

 (c) 40% of project cost

 (d) 50% of project cost

54. On what date the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme is scheduled 
to be launched, redacted as [x] in 
the above passage?

 (a) 1st July 2020

 (b) 31st July 2020

 (c) 1st August 2020

 (d) 31st August 2020

55. South Korean multinational 
conglomerate Samsung has opened 
world’s biggest mobile factory in 
India. Where is this factory located?

 (a) Noida

 (b) Ghaziabad

 (c) Greater Noida

 (d) Gurgaon

(Q.56-Q.60) The National Cadet 
Corps has offered the services of 
its cadets to civilian authorities for 
tackling the coronavirus outbreak 
in India and has issued guidelines 
for their employment in tasks such 
as manning helplines, distributing 
medicines and relief material, 
community assistance and data 

management. Even the veteran 
community has been mobilised 
to help the government in contact 
tracing, management of quarantine 
facilities and in assisting the police. 

 The defence ministry has also 
mobilised the services of the 
veteran community to assist the 
government. 

 Rajya Sainik Boards and Zila Sainik 
Boards are identifying and mobilising 
maximum ex-servicemen volunteers 
to assist the state and district 
administration in performing public 
outreach activities such as contact 
tracing, community surveillance, 
management of quarantine facilities 
or any such tasks assigned to them. 

 In Punjab, an organisation called 
‘Guardians of Governance’, 
comprising 4,200 veterans, are 
assisting in data collection from 
all the villages. The Chhattisgarh 
government has employed some 
ex-servicemen to assist the police. 
Similarly in Andhra Pradesh all the 
District Collectors have asked for 
veteran volunteers. In Uttar Pradesh, 
all Zila Sainik Kalyan Adhikaris are in 
touch with District Control Rooms 
and retired Army Medical Corps 
personnels have been identified 
and kept ready. In addition, Sainik 
Rest Houses are being readied in 
Uttarakhand to act as isolation or 
quarantine centres if the need arises. 
In Goa, a control room has been 
established and ex-servicemen 
have been asked to remain on 
standby for any assistance to the 
local administration. 

 Under its “Exercise Yogdan”, the 
NCC has offered a helping hand 
to civilian authorities to tackle the 
COVID-19 situation by extending 
the services of its cadets, the 
defence ministry said on Thursday. It 
has issued guidelines for temporary 
employment of its cadets to augment 
relief efforts and functioning of 
various agencies involved in battling 
the pandemic. 

 “The tasks envisaged for NCC 
cadets include, manning of helpline 
or call centres, distribution of relief 
materials, medicines, food and 
essential commodities, community 
assistance, data management and 
queue and traffic management,” the 
ministry said. 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.
c o m / n e w s / d e f e n c e / n c c -
offers-services-of-cadets-for-
manning-helplines-distributing-
rel ief-mater ia l-veterans-also-
m o b i l i s e d - f o r - a s s i s t a n c e /
a r t i c l e s h o w / 7 4 9 4 3 7 2 8 .
cms?from=mdr 

56. Who is the current Director General 
of NCC?

 (a) PP Malhotra

 (b) Vinod Vashisht

 (c) Arvind Hegde

 (d) Rajeev Chopra

57. When was National Cadet Corps 
formed?

 (a) 1946

 (b) 1948

 (c) 1950

 (d) 1952

58. What was the name of the first royal 
who died due to COVID-19?

 (a) Louise Marie (Belgium)

 (b) Maria Teresa (Spain)

 (c) Anne Catherine (Netherlands)

 (d) None of the above

59. The app ‘Aarogya Setu’ was 
developed by which of the following 
agencies?

 (a) National Informatics Centre 
(NIC)

 (b) Centre for Development of 
Advanced Computing (C-DAC)

 (c) National Institute of Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(NIELIT)

 (d) Unique Identification Authority 
of India (UIDAI)

60. Indian Army has recently launched 
an operation to fight the spread of 
COVID-19. What is this operation 
called?

 (a) Operation Madadgar

 (b) Operation Sahayta

 (c) Operation Sathi

 (d) Operation Namaste

51. (d)  Ravi Shankar Prasad
 The Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY) was 
previously known as “The Department of 
Information Technology”, it was renamed 
to The Department of Electronics and 
Information Technology in 2012. On 19 
July 2016, DeitY was made into full-
fledged ministry, which henceforth is 
known as the Ministry of Electronics and 
Technology. The current MeitY minister 
is Ravi Shankar Prasad. 

52. (b)  25%
 Under the Scheme for Promotion 

of Manufacturing of Electronic 
Components and Semiconductors 
(SPECS), a financial incentive of 
25% of capital expenditure has been 
approved by the Union Cabinet for the 
manufacturing of goods that constitute 
the supply chain of an electronic product.

53. (d)  50% of project cost

 The EMC 2.0 scheme will provide 
financial assistance up to 50% of the 
project cost subject to a ceiling of Rs 70 
crore per 100 acres of land for setting 
up of Electronics Manufacturing Cluster 
projects. Electronic manufacturing 
clusters to be set up under the scheme 
will be spread in an area of 200 acres 
across India and 100 acres in North East 
part of the country.

54. (c)  1st August
 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 

scheme is the largest of all three 
schemes, with an outlay of ₹40,000 
crores. The companies shall claim the 
incentives under this scheme from 
August 1, 2020.

55. (a)  Noida
 The Honourable Prime Minister of 

India, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated 
Samsung Electronics’ new mobile phone 
manufacturing facility in Noida, Uttar 

Pradesh, India. According to Samsung, 
this factory is the World’s Largest Mobile 
Factory based on production capacity.

56. (d)  Rajeev Chopra
 National Cadet Corps is a Tri-Services 

Organisation, comprising the Army, Navy 
and Air Wing, engaged in grooming the 
youth of the country into disciplined and 
patriotic citizens. Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra, 
AVSM is the current Director General of 
NCC. 

57. (b)  1948
 The NCC in India was formed by the 

National Cadet Corps Act of 1948. It can 
be traced back to the ‘University Corps’, 
which was created under the Indian 
Defence Act 1917, with the objective to 
make up for the shortage in the Army.

58. (b)  Maria Teresa (Spain)
 Spain’s Princess Maria Teresa of 

Bourbon-Parma has become the first 

royal in the world to die from coronavirus. 
The princess, a distant cousin of King 
Felipe VI of Spain, was 86 and died in 
Paris. 

59. (a)  National Informatics Centre (NIC)
 National Informatics Center (NIC) 

operating under Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology has 
developed an application “Arogya Setu”. 
The app alerts the person whenever 
he comes in contact within six feet of 
COVID-19 infected person.

60. (d)  Operation Namaste
 Operation Namaste is an Indian Army 

operation launched by Army Chief 
General Manoj Mukund Naravane. This 
Operation is started to fight COVID-19. 
Operation will cooperate in this operation 
and security forces have been started to 
avoid this epidemic.
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61. (c)  28 States and 9 Union Territories
 India is a federal union comprising 

28 states and 9 union territories. The 
states and union territories are further 
subdivided into districts and smaller 
administrative divisions. The last 
deletion being the State of J&K and the 
latest additions being the UT of J&K and 
Ladakh. Out of the nine union territories 
in India, Delhi, Puducherry (formerly 
Pondicherry) and J & K have their own 
legislatures. Each union territory has 
a capital of its own or the main area of 
administration.

62. (c)  15
 The central government in its latest 

gazette notification stated that any 
person who has resided in the UT of 
J&K for the period of 15 years or has 
studied for the period of seven years 
and appeared in secondary and higher 
secondary board examination would be 
considered as domicile of J&K and can 
be appointed in the services there.

63. (a)  1st
 Article 1(1) states that India, that is Bharat, 

shall be a Union of States. Article 1(2) 
states that the States and the territories 
will be specified in the First Schedule. 
The schedule contains the updated list 
of States and Union Territories in India. 

64. (b)   Habeus Corpus
 The Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety 

Act, 1978 (PSA) is a preventive detention 
law under which a person is taken into 
custody to prevent them from acting 
harmfully against “the security of the 
state or the maintenance of the public 
order” in the Indian state of Jammu and 
Kashmir (now a union territory). Habeus 
Corpus or ‘to have the body’ is a writ 
petition that can be filed before the High 
Court or the Supreme Court to produce 
the person detained or to release the 
said person.  

65. (b) Mehbooba Mufti
 Mufti was the first and the last woman 

to hold the office of Chief Minister in 

the state. She is the president of the 
PDP party and has been a member 
of the Indian parliament. On 5 August 
2019, she was detained by the Indian 
government and was further detained 
under the Public Safety Act. After this 
the state was under the Governor’s rule 
and then under President’s rule after 
which the State became a union territory 
making her the last CM of the State of 
J&K.

66. (a)
 On April 18, 2020, NASA announced 

that it will launch its flight of astronauts 
on May 27, 2020. The mission is to use 
Falcon-9 rocket. The astronauts are 
to be sent for an extended stay at the 
international space station. 

67. (d)
 The mission is to be launched by SpaceX. 

It is the first crewed launch of the Elon 
Musk space company. The Demo-1 
Mission of NASA was also launched by 
[2]. Demo-1 was the first uncrewed test 

flight to be launched to the International 
Space Station. 

68. (d)
 Iternational Space Station is the largest 

spacecraft ever built and is placed in 
Earth’s orbit. On 20 November, 1998, 
the first piece of ISS was launched by 
Russia. Two years later, the station was 
ready for people. 

69. (c)
 The Commercial Crew Programme 

was funded by the US Government. It 
was administered by NASA. Under the 
programme, the private vendors will 
operate crew vehicles to carry astronauts 
to the International Space Station. 

70. (a) 
 The NASA project Artemis aims at 

placing first woman and next man on 
the moon. The project aims to build a 
base camp on the moon’s south pole. he 
Artemis project aims to land humans on 
the moon by 2024.

(Q.61-Q.65) The Union government 
has issued a notification defining 
“domiciles” in the new Union 
Territory (UT) of Jammu & Kashmir 

for protecting jobs in the Group 
D category and entry¬ level non-
¬gazetted posts for the domiciles. 
The Centre withdrew J&K’s special 
status under Article 370 and 
Article 35A of the Constitution and 
bifurcated it into the UTs of J&K and 
Ladakh. Changes in PSA Tuesday’s 
notification of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) makes changes to the 
Public Safety Act (PSA) by removing 
a clause that prohibited J&K 
residents booked under the Act to 
be lodged in jails outside. The order 
defines a domicile as one “who has 
resided for a period of [x] years in 
the UT of J&K or has studied for a 
period of seven years and appeared 
in Class 10th /12th examination in 
an educational institution located in 
the UT of J&K or who is registered 
as a migrant by the Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner 
(Migrants).’’

 The two constitutional provisions 
that were withdrawn — Article 
370 and Article 35A — let the 
legislature decide the “permanent 
residents”, prohibiting a non J&K 
resident from buying property there 
and ensuring job reservation for its 
residents. On Tuesday, the MHA 
issued the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation (Adaptation of 
State Laws) Order, 2020, through 
which it amended 109 laws and 
repealed 29 laws of the erstwhile 

State and inserted the “domicile” 
clause in the Jammu and Kashmir 
Civil Services Decentralisation 
and Recruitment Act, 2010. The 
domicile status applies to “children 
of such residents of J&K who reside 
outside J&K in connection with their 
employment or business or other 
professional or vocational reasons 
but their parents should fulfil any of 
the conditions provided”. Another 
official said, “All posts that are up 
to the rank of junior assistant and 
below are open only to domiciles, 
the entire non-gazetted services has 
been reserved. Only a few positions 
such as police subinspectors are 
directly recruited at a higher level 
than junior assistants.”  The Jammu 
and Kashmir State Legislature 
Members’ Pension Act, 1984, has 
been amended by the MHA. It fixes 
the pension for former legislators 
and councillors at ₹75,000 a month.

61. Which of these would be the correct 
statement of number of States and 
Union Territories in India as on 1 
April, 2020?

          (a) 28 States and 7 Union Territories

 (b) 29 States and 8 Union Territories

 (c) 28 States and 9 Union Territories

 (d) 27 States and 9 Union Territories

62. What is the period of years redacted 
as [x] for a person to claim domicile 
in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir?

 (a) 12

 (b) 13

 (c) 15

 (d) 18

63. Which schedule of the Constitution 
of India provides the list of States 
and Union Territories?

 (a) 1st 

 (b) 5th 

 (c) 7th 

 (d) 12th 

64. Which writ is closely associated 
to the PSA referred to in the above 
passage?

 (a) Certiorari

 (b) Habeus Corpus

 (c) Mandamus

 (d) Quo Warranto

65. Who was the last chief minister of 
the State of J&K?

 (a) Mufti Mohammad Sayeed

 (b) Mehbooba Mufti

 (c) Omar Abdullah

 (d) Ghulam Nabi Azad

(Q.66-Q.70) A new era of human 
spaceflight is set to begin as 
American astronauts once again 
launch on an American rocket from 
American soil to the International 
Space Station as part of NASA’s 
Program. NASA astronauts Robert 
Behnken and Douglas Hurley will 
fly on [2]’s Crew Dragon spacecraft, 
lifting off on a [1] rocket at 4:32 p.m. 
EDT May 27, from Launch Complex 
39A in Florida, for an extended stay 
at the space station for the Demo-2 
mission. The specific duration of the 
mission is to be determined.

 As the final flight test for [2], 
this mission will validate the 
company’s crew transportation 
system, including the launch pad, 
rocket, spacecraft, and operational 
capabilities. This also will be the 
first time NASA astronauts will test 
the spacecraft systems in orbit. 
Behnken and Hurley were among 
the first astronauts to begin working 
and training on [2]’s next-generation 
human space vehicle and were 
selected for their extensive test 
pilot and flight experience, including 
several missions on the space 
shuttle.

 Lifting off from Launch Pad 39A 
atop a specially instrumented 
[1] rocket, Crew Dragon will 
accelerate its two passengers to 
approximately 17,000 mph and put 
it on an intercept course with the 
International Space Station. Once 
in orbit, the crew and [2] mission 
control will verify the spacecraft is 
performing as intended by testing 
the environmental control system, 
the displays and control system and 
the maneuvering thrusters, among 
other things.

66. Which of the following rocket can 
be replaced by [1] in the above 
passage?

 (a) Falcon 9

 (b) Long March

 (c) Ariana 5

 (d) Proton 

67. Which company is going to launch 
the mission?

 (a) Airbus 

 (b) Virgin Galactic

 (c) Blue Origin 

 (d) Space X

68. In which year International Space 
Station was launched?

 (a) 1995

 (b) 1996

 (c) 1997

 (d) 1998

69. What is the name of the NASA’s 
program under which astronauts are 
being sent to International Space 
Station?

 (a) Demo 1

 (b) Demo 2

 (c) Commercial Crew Program

 (d) Boeing 

70. Which of the following mission is 
aimed at placing first woman on the 
moon?

 (a) Artemis 

 (b) Juno

 (c) Sunrise

 (d) Lunar 
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(Q.71-Q.75) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday invoked “seven 

vows” that he asked people to take 
in their battle against coronavirus 
and the call came along with him 
announcing an extension of the 
nationwide lockdown till May 3. 
He concluded with the, the seven 
principles, that should guide people 
in dealing with the impact of Covid-19 
pandemic. The PM first referred to 
care of senior citizens and elderly 
at home, especially those with pre-
existing ailments. He also advocated 
a stringent practice of lockdown and 
social distancing norms, while also 
emphasising the need to use home-
made masks to protect oneself. He 
began his address with a cotton 
muffler around his face which he 
then removed. Modi said people 
across the country should boost 
their immunity through guidelines 
issued by the AYUSH ministry, 
which include drinking warm water 
throughout the day, practising Yoga, 
Pranayama and meditation for 30 
minutes daily, and using spices like 
turmeric, cumin, coriander and garlic 
in cooking. The AYUSH ministry’s 
immunity boosting measures advise 
people to consume Chyavanprash, 
drink herbal teas and decoctions 
made out of basil, cinnamon, black 
pepper, dry ginger and raisins, 
apart from consuming turmeric-
infused milk and following Ayurvedic 
procedures like application of 
coconut or sesame oil to the nose, 
and inhaling steam to rid oneself of 
dry cough. In his Tuesday message 
to the nation, the PM also urged 
more people to download the App 
to assist the government in tracing 
contacts of those who have tested 
positive for coronavirus, and said 
every person should assist the poor 
and needy families by providing 
them with food and shelter. Modi 
also said despite the difficulties 
faced by them, industries should 
be compassionate towards their 
colleagues and avoid job cuts and 
pay cuts at this time. The last of the 

seven vows, Modi said, should be 
for every Indian to show respect to 
corona warriors including

71. What is the name given to seven 
rules launched by Modi?

 (a) Sapt Niyam

 (b) Saat Vachan

 (c) Saat Upaay

 (d) Saptapdi

72. Which of the following app has been 
asked to download as part of seven 
rules?

 (a) Sahyog 

 (b) Assess karo na

 (c) Arogya Sethu 

 (d) Kavach

73. Which of the following application 
has been launched by the Survey 
of India collect information about 
COVID-19?

 (a) Sahyog

 (b) Assess karo na

 (c) Arogya Sethu 

 (d) Kavach

74. How many zones have been 
demarcated based on the spread of 
corona virus?

 (a) 2

 (b) 3

 (c) 4

 (d) 5

75. Which of the following application 
has been launched by Delhi 
government to conduct door to door 
survey?

 (a) Sahyog

 (b) Assess karo na

 (c) Arogyam 

 (d) Shield 

(Q.76-Q.80) After the massive response 
to the live fitness sessions under [1] 
programme launched by Fit India, 
the Government of India’s flagship 
fitness movement is yet again set to 
start a new series of fitness sessions. 
This time it will be organised in 
partnership with the [4] for school 
children from across the country. 
During the programme guidelines 
of Ministry of AYUSH to stay healthy 
will be shared with students.

 Union Minister of Youth Affairs and 
Sports Shri Kiren Rijiju feels that the 
online sessions are the need of the 
hour. He said, “Children are all at 
home with limited physical activity. 
These sessions by fitness experts 
will ensure that children practice 
fitness even when at home. It is also 
imperative at these times to ensure 
that everyone, especially children 
remain healthy and have strong 
immunity. In these sessions, besides 
fitness-related topics, the guidelines 
of the Ministry of Ayush, with regard 
to following simple steps to increase 
immunity will also be discussed. I am 
sure children and parents will benefit 
greatly from these rich sessions.”

 Owing to the nation-wide lockdown 
due to Covid19 up to May 3rd and 
following Prime Minister’s call to all 
citizens to increase immunity and 
stay healthy, Fit India and [4] have 
taken this unique initiative to ensure 
fitness of all school children. Besides 
sessions on fitness-related issues, 
guidelines of the Ministry of Ayush 
on ways to build immunity and stay 
healthy during this time will also be 
shared with students.

 Commencing from 15th April 2020 
at 9:30 am, students can easily get 
access to these live sessions on the 
Facebook and Instagram handles 
of Fit India Movement and [4]. All 
the sessions will also be available 
on YouTube so that students can 
access it at their convenience as 
well.

 The live sessions will cover all 
aspects of children’s fitness from 
daily workouts to yoga, nutrition to 
emotional well-being. Distinguished 
fitness experts like Aliya Imran, 
nutritionist Puja Makhija, emotional 
wellness expert Dr. Jitendra Nagpal, 
yoga professional Heena Bhimani 
and several others would be a part 
of the sessions.

76. Which online fitness program can 
be replaced by [1] in the above 

passage?

 (a) Online fitness program

 (b) Health is wealth

 (c) Healthy quarantine 

 (d) Fit India Active Day Programme

77. On which day Fit India Movement 
was launched?

 (a) 29th August

 (b) 2nd October

 (c) 15th August

 (d)  26th January 

78. Who was named as the Plogging 
Ambassador of India under Fit India 
Mission?

 (a) Ripu Daman Bevli

 (b) Milkha Singh

 (c) Milind Soman

 (d) Hima Das

79. Who heads the AYUSH Ministry?

 (a) Babul Supriyo

 (b) Shripad Naik

 (c) Rao Inderjit Singh

 (d)  Pramod Sawant 

80. Which of the following can be 
replaced with [4] in the above 
passage?

 (a) National Council of Educational 
Research and Training

 (b) Central Board of Secondary 
Education

 (c) Indian Certificate of Secondary 
Education

 (d) University Grant Commission

71. (d)
 On April 14, 2020, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi launched “Saptapdi” to 
fight against COVID-19. Saptapadi is 
seven mantras to fight against the virus.

72. (c) 
 It has been suggested to download 

“Arogya Sethu” mobile application. The 
mobile application recently launched by 
the Government of India to combat the 
coronavirus spread in the country named 
‘has become the fastest application 
in the world to be downloaded by 50 
million users.

73. (a) 
 The Survey of India has launched a 

mobile application called “Sahyog” to 
collect information about COVID-19 
specific data sets through community 
engagement. The application will help 
to increase response activities of the GoI 

towards the pandemic. 

74. (b) 
 The country has been demarcated into 

red, orange and green zones based 
on the spread of the virus. Red Zones’ 
comprise of places with major outbreaks 
of the coronavirus while orange include 
places where new cases are emerging or 
showing a sign of decline. Green zones 
are areas with no cases.

75. (b) 
 On April 17, 2020, the Delhi Government 

launched “Assess Koro Na” application 
to conduct door to door survey. The 
application has been launched in 
COVID-19 containment zones. The 
surveyors will ask questions like travel 
history, shortness of breath, flu-like 
symptoms. 

76. (d) 

 On April 14, 2020, Government of 
India launched Fit India Active Day 
Programme. The programme is 
launched to make sure children practice 
fitness even when they stay home. 
The programme also intends to create 
immunity against COVID-19.

77. (a) 
 The Fit India Movement was launched 

to encouraged to make sure the citizens 
stay healthy through sports and physical 
activities. The movement was launched 
by PM Modi during National Sports Day, 
2019.

78. (a) 
 Union Minister for Youth Affairs & 

Sports (MYAS) Kiren Rijiju felicitated 
Ripu Daman Bevli, popularly known 
as Plogman of India and named him 
as Plogging Ambassador of India. it is 
a unique way of picking up garbage 

while jogging. It was added to Fit India 
Movement as a unique way of combining 
cleanliness and fitness.

79. (b)
 The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & 

Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homoeopathy is purposed with 
developing education, research and 
propagation of indigenous alternative 
medicine systems in India. The Ministry 
is headed by a Minister of State, which is 
currently held by Shripad Yesso Naik. 

80. (b)
 Live sessions are to be conducted 

under the programme. These live 
sessions shall be accessed by students 
through Instagram and Facebook. The 
programme has been launched under 
the partnership of CBSE (Central Board 
of Secondary Education).
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(Q.81-Q.85) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah 
celebrated the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) on [1] in tweets. 
The CRPF marks this day every year 
as Shaurya Diwas (Valour Day). 
President Ram Nath Kovind also 
honoured the force and said it had 
written a “golden history” on this 
day with their extraordinary bravery, 
patriotism and sacrifice.

 In his address to the force, CRPF 
Director-General [2] said: “We 
are and will always be proud of 
their valour and sacrifice for the 
motherland”. The CRPF chief 
also urged his fellow soldiers 
to remember: “When the going 
gets tough... the tough get going. 
Toughness is our trademark”.

 [2] is currently in self-isolation after 
indirect contact with a top CRPF 
medical officer who has tested 
positive for the novel coronavirus. 
As many as 20 senior officers of 
the security force have been placed 
under home quarantine.

81. On which day – [1] CRPF Shaurya 
Diwas is celebrated?

 (a) 7 April

 (b) 8 April

 (c) 9 April 

 (d) 10 April

82. Why CRPF Shaurya Diwas is 
celebrated?

 (a) A small contingent of the CRPF 
in, 1965 fought against Pakistan 
in Rann of Kutch eliminating 34 
Pakistan soldiers.

 (b) In 1965, the CRPF were 
deployed in Sri Lanka for peace 

 keeping actions.

 (c) In 1965, a CRPF wing called 
Commando Batallion for 
Resolute Action was created to 
counter Naxalite movement in 
the country.

 (d) To celebrate the establishment 
of CRPF.

83. In which year CRPF first came into 
existence as Crown Representative’s 
Police?

 (a) 1939

 (b) 1942

 (c) 1944

 (d) 1931

84. Under which of the following CRPF 
operates? 

 (a) Ministry of Defence 

 (b) Ministry of Home Affairs

 (c) Army

 (d) Border Security Force

85. Who is the current Director General 
of CRPF – [2]?

 (a) Anand Prakash Maheshwari

 (b) R.R. Bhatnagar

 (c) Rajeev Chopra

 (d) K F Rustamji

(Q.86-Q.90) Health is central to human 
happiness and well-being. It also 
makes an important contribution 
to economic progress, as healthy 
populations live longer, are more 
productive, and save more. Now 
at a time when the whole world is 
facing a health crisis as we fight the 

coronavirus pandemic, healthcare 
professionals are the frontline 
soldiers in this war and the World 
Health Day 2020 carries more 
importance than ever.

 Put “quite simply”, without the aid of 
nurses there would have been “no 
response” to COVID-19 emergency 
or any other public health 
emergency. The World Health Day 
is observed to celebrate the efforts 
put in by nurses and midwives, and 
“remind world leaders of the critical 
role [that] they play in keeping the 
world healthy”.

 The WHO also released a ‘State of 
the World’s Nursing Report 2020’ 
which provides the “most up-to-
date evidence on and policy options 
for the global nursing workforce”. 
The report also makes the case 
for higher investment in nursing 
education, jobs and leadership.

 On the occasion of the World 
Health Day, several leaders took to 
Twitter to greet their followers. Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu took to 
Twitter and asked the people of India 
to respect the selfless work being 
done by the medical community. He 
also emphasised that any assault 
or attack on doctors and nurses is 
unacceptable.

86. On which day World Health Day is 
celebrated?

 (a) 5th April 

 (b) 6th April

 (c) 7th April 

 (d) 8th April

87. In which year First Health Assembly 
was held?

 (a) 1947

 (b) 1948

 (c) 1950

 (d) 1949

88. What is the theme of World Health 
Day 2020?

 (a) Year of Nurse and Midwife

 (b) Support Nurses and Midwives

 (c) Universal health coverage: 
everyone

 (d) A global fight against COVID19

89. Which organization started 
celebrating World Health Day?

 (a) Amnesty International

 (b) United Nations

 (c) Red Cross International 

 (d) World Health Organization 

90. Which of the following designation 
has been given to year 2020?

(a) International Year of Nurse and 
Midwife

(b) International Year of global fight 
against COVID19

(c) International Year of Universal health 
coverage

(d) International Year of Doctors and 
Health workers

81. (c) 
 Every year, April 9 is being marked as 

CRPF Valour Day all over India. The day 
is also called “CRPF Shaurya Diwas”.

82. (a) 
 On this day in 1965, four companies of 

CRPF’s second battalion were deployed 
to protect the Sardar and Tank Post 
located on the international border of 
Western Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch 
(Gujarat). Since then April 9 is celebrated 
as Shaurya Diwas across the country.

83. (a) 
 The Central Reserve Police Force came 

into existence as Crown Representative’s 
Police on 27th July 1939. It became 
the Central Reserve Police Force on 
enactment of the CRPF Act on 28th 
December 1949.

84. (b) 
 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 

is India’s largest Central Armed Police 
Force. It functions under the authority of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) of 
the Government of India.

85. (a) 
 Dr. Anand Prakesh Maheshwari is 

currently working as the Director General 
of the Central Reserve Police Force. He 
is an IPS officer of 1984 batch, Uttar 
Pradesh cadre.

86. (c)
 Every year on April 7, World Health 

Day is celebrated to spread awareness 
regarding health all over the world. It is 
held under the sponsorship of the World 
Health Organization (WHO). This year, 
the day holds additional significance as 

it has fallen between the global health 
emergency caused by the outbreak of 
COVID-19.

87. (b)
 According to the WHO website, the First 

World Health Assembly, held in 1948, 
asked to create a World Health Day 
to raise global awareness on specific 
themes related to health in order to 
highlight an area of importance for the 
WHO. Therefore, since 1950, the World 
Health Day has been marked on April 7 
every year.

88. (b)
 This year the day is to be marked 

under the theme Support Nurses and 
Midwives. This year, the day celebrates 
the work of nurses and midwives and 
reminds world leaders of the critical role 

they play in keeping the world healthy.

89. (d)
 Every year on April 7, World Health 

Day is celebrated to spread awareness 
regarding health all over the world. WHO 
started the World Health Day campaign 
in 1950 with the motive of promoting 
awareness about physical and mental 
health and offer the necessary support. 

90. (a) 
 This year, 2020, has added significance 

of marking the World Health Day for the 
year being celebrated as International 
Year of Nurse and Midwife. WHO 
and its partners will make a series of 
recommendations to strengthen the 
nursing and midwifery workforce.
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(Q.91-Q.95)  [1] will host a virtual meeting 
Friday of energy ministers from the 
Group of 20 major economies in a 
bid to ensure “market stability” amid 
a coronavirus-led slump in crude 
prices. The video call will follow an 
emergency meeting on Thursday 
of OPEC and other oil producers to 
address the virus-sapped demand 
for crude and a price war between 
Saudi Arabia and Russia.

 The main focus of the G20 Energy 
Ministers was on the ways and 
means to ensure stable energy 

markets, which have been affected 
due to decrease in demand as a 
result of COVID-19 pandemic. They 
were also focussed on the ongoing 
surplus production-relatedd matters

 Crude oil prices collapsed to 18-year 
lows last week owing to a price war 
between Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
which have ramped up output 
despite weak demand. The global 
markets will closely watch whether 
OPEC and other major producers 
led by Russia reach an agreement 
to reduce oversupply in talks on 
Thursday.

 Ten oil producing nations from 
outside the wider OPEC+ alliance 
have been invited to the meeting, 
Russian news agency TASS 
reported Tuesday. The meeting will 
come a week after US President 
Donald Trump claimed that leading 
producers Russia and Saudi Arabia 
will slash output to boost tumbling 
prices.

91. Which country hosted the G-20 
Energy Ministers meet?

 (a) Saudi Arab

 (b) Qatar 

 (c) Russia

 (d) US

92. In which of the following year G-20 
was established?

 (a) 1999

 (b) 2000

 (c) 2001

 (d) 2002

93. Which of the following is the member 
of G-20?

 (a) Qatar 

 (b) Iraq 

 (c) Belgium 

 (d) European Union

94. Which of the following statement is 
true?

 (a) The G20 was foreshadowed at 
the Cologne summit of the G7  
and formally established at the 
G7 Finance Ministers.

 (b) The G20 is an informal group of 
19 countries and the European 
Union, with representatives 
of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank.

 (c) The G20 was conceived , while 
the repercussions of the Asian 
financial crisis still lasted.

 (d) All the above

95. Who wail chair G-20 in 2021?

 (a) India 

 (b) Argentina

 (c) Italy 

 (d) Qatar

(Q.96-Q.100) The Indian Railways has 
developed a low-cost ventilator 
named [1] at its coach factory as the 
country faces ventilator’s shortage 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
ventilator will cost around Rs 10,000 
without the compressor.

 According to the Railway Ministry 
officials, [1] is awaiting the Indian 
Council of Medical Research’s 
(ICMR) nod before start of mass 
production.

 On the development, Railway 

Minister Piyush Goyal tweeted, 
“In fight against coronavirus, the 
engineers at the Rail Coach Factory 
have developed a prototype of 
a ventilator named [1]’, which 
is extremely inexpensive. This 
ventilator made with indigenous 
technology will be a great relief 
for our comrades fighting the the 
corona epidemic.” The RCF has 
built the ventilator from materials 
available at the factory.

 The officials said the portable 
compressor had been made from 
an air-cooling machine, body from 
coach components, argon flow 
from a laser welding machine, and 
microprocessor from the coach 
information system.

 On March 24, after the 
announcement of suspension 
of passenger, mail and express 
trains and stoppage of works at its 
production units, the Ministry said 
they would develop medical cots, 
beds, IV stands, masks, sanitisers, 
ventilators and other medical 
equipments required for the medical 
team across the country. The 
railways has also converted over 
2,500 coaches with 40,000 beds 
into isolation wards for the Covid-19 
patients in just 10 days.

96. Which is the following can be 
replaced by [1]?

 (a) Vayu 

 (b) Jeevan

 (c) Prana 

 (d) Vayu Yantra

97. Where the rail coach factory 
manufacturing the ventilators is 
istuated?

 (a) Kapurthala

 (b) Bhopal

 (c) Vishakhapatnam

 (d) Kolkata

98. Which of the following has also 
developed the low cost ventilators?

 (a) IIT Delhi

 (b) IIT Mumbai

 (c) IIT Roorkee

 (d)  IIT Kharagpur

99. Which of the following has made 
ventilators under “Project 
Prana”?

 (a) Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore 

 (b) AIIMS, Delhi

 (c) Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research  

 (d) Navy Dockyard

100. Which of the following has 
developed the Bio Suits for doctors 
to fight against COVID19?

 (a) Defence Research and 
Development Organization

 (b) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

 (c) Navy Dockyard

 (d) AIIMS, Delhi

91. (a) 
 G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers’ 

Meeting was held on April 10, 2020 
through video conferencing. The 
meeting was called by Saudi Arabia, the 
current G20 chair, and it was chaired 
by Saudi Arabia Energy Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz.

92. (a) 
 Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss 

policy pertaining to the promotion 
of international financial stability, 
the G20 is an international forum for 
the governments and central bank 
governors from 19 countries and the 
European Union (EU).  

93. (d) 
 The G20 is an informal group of 19 

countries and the European Union, with 
representatives of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

94. (d)

95. (c) 
 The current chair of is Saudi 

Arabia-2020, which will host the 2020 
G20 Riyadh summit. The 2021 summit 
will be held in Italy.

96. (b) 
 JEEVAN, is a low-cost energy efficient 

ventilator made by the Rail Coach 
Factory, Kapurthala. The cost of the 
machine is fraction of what the original 

designs cost. The cost of the machine is 
around Rs 10,000 without a compressor.

97. (a) 
 The Indian Railways has developed 

a low-cost ventilator, Jeevan at its 
Kapurthala Rail Coal Factory that could 
save thousands of lives at a time the 
country is grappling with a shortage 
of the medical equipment in its fight 
against coronavirus.

98. (c)
 With only limited ventilators in India, the 

demand for ventilators are increasing 
day by day as the number of cases of 
COVID-19 are increasing day by day. In 
order to fulfil the demands, IIT Roorkee 

has developed low cost portable 
ventilator called “Prana Vayu”.

99. (a)
 The students and scientists of IISc 

Bengaluru have developed indigenous 
ventilators under “Project Prana”. The 
ventilator was made using pressure 
sensor that widely finds its application in 
automobile industry.

100. (a)
 To ensure these front line workers have 

a strong line of defence against the 
contagious virus, Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) has 
developed a bio-suit to keep them safe.
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(Q.101-Q.105) The outlook for the 
Indian economy has been drastically 
altered by the coronavirus outbreak, 
the central bank said in its biannual 
monetary policy report, without 
specifying how fast it expects the 
country to grow, but added that 
its forecast would depend on the 
intensity, duration and spread of the 
pandemic. The pandemic is ravaging 
the world at a time the Indian 
economy was showing incipient 
signs of a recovery, but covid-19 
now “hangs over the future, like a 
spectre,” the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) said on Thursday.

 The covid-19 outbreak in India and 
the ensuing 21-day nationwide 
lockdown has ground economic 
activity to a near halt, and the 
second-order effects of the 
pandemic because of a drastic 
slowdown in global trade and growth 
could hurt the country further.

 According to the professional 
forecasters’ survey, conducted by 
RBI before the nationwide lockdown 
was announced, gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth was expected 
to quicken to 6.1% in the fourth 
quarter of fiscal year 2021 from 
4.6% in the year earlier.

 With covid-19 having spread to 
more than 200 countries, the global 
economy could slip into recession 
in 2020 from a growth of [1]% in the 
previous year.

 RBI said that its inflation outlook 
looks benign, with risks around 
inflation project being balanced. 
With softening of food prices, sharp 
fall in crude prices and normal 
monsoon, RBI expects inflation for 
fiscal year 2021 to be in the range of 
3.6-3.8%.

 However, the central bank warned 
that the impact of covid-19 on 
inflation is ambiguous, with a 
possible decline in food prices likely 
to be offset by potential cost-push 
increases in prices of non-food 
items due to supply disruptions.

 For its projections, the RBI’s baseline 
scenario assumed crude oil prices 
(Indian basket) to average around 
$35 per barrel during 2020-21, 
fiscal deficit as a percentage of 
GDP for the Centre at 3.5%, and 

the combined GDP deficit at 6.1%. 
Besides, an exchange rate of 75 
per dollar, a normal monsoon, but a 
global growth contraction in 2020.

101. Which of the following will replace 
[1]?

 (a) 4.8

 (b) 2.4

 (c) 2.9

 (d) 2.7

102. Which of the following is not true 
regarding Consumer Price Index?

 (a) It is weighted average of 
prices of consumer goods 
and services such as food, 
transportation and medical 
care.

 (b) It is used to determine inflation 
in market.

 (c) It is projected to 2.1% in Q3.

 (d) It is different from whole sale 
price index.

103. In which year RBI was nationalized?

 (a) 1934

 (b) 1935

 (c) 1941

 (d) 1949

104. Who was the first ever governor of 
RBI?

 (a) Osborn Smith

 (b) C.D Deshmukh

 (c) Hiralal J kania

 (d) John Matthai 

105. On which commission’s recomm-
endations Reserve Bank of India was 
established?

 (a) Chamberlain Commission 

 (b) Hilton Young Commission 

 (c) Keynes Commission

 (d) Hastings Commission 

(Q.106-Q.110) India’s GDP growth for 
the current fiscal is expected to slow 
down to [1] per cent, a UN report has 
said, warning that the COVID-19 
pandemic is expected to result 
in significant adverse economic 
impacts globally.

 The report noted that these are 
very preliminary forecasts based on 
the data and information available 
up to March 10. “As the COVID-19 
pandemic is still evolving rapidly 
and showing no signs of abating 

as of March 31, 2020, its negative 
impacts on economic performance 
of countries and territories in 
Asia and the Pacific will likely 
be very significant, a disclaimer 
accompanying the GDP chart for 
economies in the Asia and Pacific in 
the report says.

 “India’s economic growth declined 
considerably by more than the 
earlier estimate (5 per cent in 2019 
compared with previous estimate 
of 7 per cent), as uncertainties 
ahead of the general election and 
tighter credit conditions weighed 
on manufacturing activities and 
investments. Weakness in income 
growth and a rising unemployment 
rate also undermined consumer 
sentiment. Its exports were affected 
by global trade tensions as well, 
while extreme weather events 
-especially rainfall - disrupted 
agricultural activities, the report 
said.

 The report noted that COVID-19, first 
reported in China and subsequently 
globally, has significantly increased 
the downside risks to the Asia and 
Pacific region’s near-term economic 
outlook.

 “While the pandemic was initially 
expected to affect primarily China’s 
economy (mostly in the first quarter 
of 2020), its spread worldwide, 
including in the Asia-Pacific region, 
could result in significant adverse 
economic impacts.

 “High economic integration 
regionally and internationally could 
exacerbate the economic slowdown 
through multiple channels, such as 
trade, tourism and financial markets, 
it said.

 The report cautioned that despite 
measures to contain COVID-19, 
such as quarantines, suspension 
of productive activities and the 
lockdown of cities, the spread of 
the novel coronavirus has already 
adversely affected regional and 
global economies.

 The regional economic impact is 
anticipated to be greater than that 
experienced 17 years ago when 
the Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) broke out,” it said 
for the outlook for the Asia and the 

Pacific region adding that it is not 
only because of China’s growing 
economic importance but also 
because of increasingly globalised 
production structures.

 Preliminary estimates by the report 
suggest that the Asia-Pacific 
region’s GDP could experience 
declines of 0.6-0.8 per cent 
(valued at $132 billion to 172 
billion) as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic through 
trade links alone.

106. Which of the following can be 
replaced by [1] in the above 
passage?

 (a) 4.8%

 (b) 5.1%

 (c) 4.2%

 (d) 5.7%

107. What is the name of report released 
by the United Nations?

 (a) Economic Survey: Asia 2020

 (b) Global Economic Survey 2020

 (c) Economic and Social Survey of 
Asia and the Pacific 2020

 (d) International Economic Survey

108. What is the global economic growth 
forecasted by the report for the year 
2020? 

 (a) 2.3%

 (b) 2.0%

 (c) 3.0%

 (d) 2.9%

109. In which year the United Nations 
was established?

 (a) 1943

 (b) 1944

 (c) 1945

 (d) 1946

110. Which international financial 
organization predicted the GDP 
forecast of India for 2019-20 as 5.1 
%?

 (a) Asian Development Bank

 (b) BRICS Bank

 (c) International Monetary  Fund

 (d) World Bank

101. (c) 
 The previous year, the world economy 

struggled to grow at a rate of 2.9%.

102. (c) 
 CPI (consumer price index) inflation is 

tentatively projected to ease from 4.8% 
in Q1:2020-21 to 4.4% in Q2, 2.7% in Q3 
and 2.4% in Q4.

103. (d) 
 It is the Central Bank of the country. It was 

established on April 1, 1935 with a capital 
of Rupees 5 crore. It was nationalized on 
Jan 1, 1949 as the government acquired 
the private share holdings.

104. (a) 
 The first Governor of the Reserve Bank 

of India was British banker Osborn 

Smith, while C.D. Deshmukh was the 
first Indian Governor of Reserve Bank 
of India. At present, the Governor of 
Reserve Bank of India is Shashikant Das, 
who took charge on 12 Dec. 

105. (b) 
 The Reserve Bank of India was set up 

on the basis of the recommendations 
of the Hilton Young Commission. The 
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (II 
of 1934) provides the statutory basis 
of the functioning of the Bank, which 
commenced operations on April 1, 1935

106. (a) 
 India’s GDP growth for the fiscal year 

2019-2020 was estimated at 5 per 
cent and is forecast to slow down to 4.8 
per cent for the current fiscal 2020-21. 

Economic growth for the country could 
stand at 5.1 per cent for fiscal year 2021-
22, the report said.

107. (c) 
 On April 9, 2020, the United Nations 

released a report on Economic and 
Social Survey of Asia and Pacific 
(ESCAP), 2020. The report says that the 
impact of the virus is to be worse than 
that experienced during SARS (Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome), 17 years 
back. 

108. (b)
 In 2019, global economic growth is 

estimated to have expanded at its 
slowest pace since 2008, at 2.3 per 
cent, a sharp deceleration from 3 per 
cent growth in 2018. Growth is forecast 

to slow to 2.0 per cent in 2020 before 
experiencing a modest pick up in 2021,

109. (c)
 The United Nations (UN) is an 

organization between countries 
established on 24 October 1945 to 
promote international cooperation. It 
was founded to replace the League of 
Nations following World War II and to 
prevent another conflict.

110. (a) 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

trimmed its forecast for India’s economic 
growth in 2019-20 to 5.1 per cent saying 
consumption was affected by slow job 
growth and rural distress aggravated by 
poor harvest.
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(Q.111-Q.115) The Bengaluru-
based Defence PSU (BHEL) in 
collaboration with a medical institute 
has developed a health monitoring 

system to remotely assess the 
health of Corona virus patients 
quarantined in homes and hospitals. 
Besides aiming at significantly 
reducing the risk of exposure to 
healthcare workers, the solution 
is also expected to reduce the 
increasing demand of PPE and other 
logistics.

 Based on the inputs given, BHEL 
developed the Proof of Concept 
(PoC) model of a system integrating 
non-invasive health monitoring 
sensors to measure critical 
parameters such as temperature, 
pulse rate, SPO2 (Saturated Oxygen 
level) and respiration rate.

 BHEL, which has proven expertise 
in Network Centric and IoT systems, 
has also networked these sensors 
for remotely monitoring the critical 
parameters.

 A mobile app/web browser has 
been developed for people to get 
enrolled once they show symptoms 
of Corona virus. Then will study 
patient complaints and based on the 
assessment by clinical experts, 

 Patient health metrics, along with 
patient location, are uploaded on 
a regular basis on to a centralised 
Command & Control Centre (CCC) 
on Cloud using either the patient’s 
mobile phone or integral GSM 
SIM. The use of Cloud will facilitate 
seamless scaling of the database of 
Covid-19 suspects/patients.

 The software will give out alerts in 
the form of messages to medical 
officers and healthcare workers 
when the health parameters exceed 
the threshol(d) It will also record the 
severity of the patient’s condition in 
different colour codes.

 Data analytics software of the 
CCC will also graphically map 
the geo-distribution of Corona 

virus suspects/patients in the 
State. This would help the hospital 
administration in visualising the hot 
spots and taking necessary action to 
isolate and cordon off these areas to 
check the spread the virus.

111. Which medical institute in 
collaboration with BHEL has set up 
India’s first remote health monitoring 
system?

 (a) AIIMS, Rishikesh

 (b) AIIMS, Delhi

 (c) Christian Medical college, Vellore 

 (d) Institute of Medical Science 

112. What does BHEL stands for?

 (a) Bharat High Electronics Limited

 (b) Bharat Heavy Electronics 
Limited

 (c) Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited

 (d) Bharatiya Heavy Electronics 
Limited

113. What is the one of the purpose of 
remote health monitoring system?

 (a) If the patient is suspicious of the 
corona infection, then he will be 
provided with a monitoring kit 
from the institute.

 (b) It aims to locate and help 
medical teams reach the patient

 (c) To help hospitalise and isolate 
the patient with mildest of 
symptoms

 (d) To help people by diagnosing all 
the disease 

114. In which state does this system is 
expected to be used?

 (a) Delhi

 (b) Maharashtra

 (c) Uttarakhand

 (d) Tamil Nadu

115. Which of the following diseases 
outbreak was not classified as a 
pandemic?

 (a) HIV

 (b) Spanish Flu 

 (c) H1N1

 (d) Nipah

(Q.116-Q.120)The group, known as 
OPEC+, said it had agreed to reduce 
output by 9.7 million barrels per day 
(bpd) for May and June, after four 
days of talks and following pressure 
from U.S. President Donald Trump 
to arrest the price decline. OPEC+ 
sources said they expected total 
global oil cuts to amount to more 
than 20 million bpd, or 20 percent of 
global supply, effective 1 May. OPEC 
had the same figure in its draft 
statement but removed it from the 
final version.

 The biggest oil cut ever is more than 
four times deeper than the previous 
record cut in 2008. Producers 
will slowly relax curbs after June, 
although reductions in production 
will stay in place until April 2022. 
The deal was brokered by the US 
President and also by G20. The 
United States had a major role as it 
intended to protect its energy sector.  
In a statement from the White House, 
Trump welcomed the commitment 
by Saudi Arabia and Russia.

 Total global cuts will include 
contributions from non-members, 
steeper voluntary cuts by some 
OPEC+ members and strategic 
stocks purchases by the world’s 
largest consumers. Saudi Energy 
Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 
told Reuters that real effective cuts 
by OPEC+ would total 12.5 million 
bpd because Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and Kuwait 
would cut supplies steeper given 
higher output in April. 

 Three OPEC+ sources said non-
members Brazil, Canada, Indonesia, 
Norway and the United States would 
contribute 4 million to 5 million 
bp(d) Three OPEC+ sources said 
the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), the energy watchdog for the 
world’s most industrialised nations, 
would announce purchases into 
stocks by its members to the tune 
of 3 million bpd in the next couple 
of months. The IEA said it would 
provide an update on Wednesday 
when it releases its monthly report. 
The United States, India, Japan and 
South Korea have said they could 
buy oil to replenish reserves.

 Canada and Norway had signalled 
a willingness to cut and the United 
States, where legislation makes it 
hard to act in tandem with cartels 

such as OPEC, said its output would 
fall steeply by itself this year because 
of low prices.

116. What does OPEC stands for?

 (a) Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries

 (b) Organization of the Petrol 
Exporting Countries

 (c) Organization by the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries

 (d) Organization of the Petroleum 
and Oil Exporting Countries

117. Why there is a cut oil output in the 
world right now?

 (a) Because of the environmental 
concerns

 (b) Availability of cheaper fuel 
alternatives 

 (c) Lack of demand due to 
Covid-19

 (d) To stop the spread of Covid-19

118. Which country is the biggest 
producer of oil?

 (a) Saudi Arabia

 (b) USA

 (c) Russia

 (d) Canada

119. What was the purpose behind to 
reduce the oil supply internationally?

 (a) To put a cap on decreasing oil 
prices

 (b) To reduce dependency on oil

 (c) To give alternative energy 
sources a chance

 (d) To stop the spread of the 
Covid-19 in peoples working in 
oil rigs and refineries.

120. How many nations are party to 
OPEC?

 (a) 11

 (b) 12

 (c) 13

 (d) 14

111. (a) 
 The All India Institute of Medical 

Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh along with 
BHEL (Bharat Heavy Electronics Limited. 
has set up India’s first remote health 
monitoring system. The system is to be 
widely used in the state of Uttarakhand 
to monitor COVID-19 patients

112. (b) 
 Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited owned 

and founded by the Government of India, 
is an engineering and manufacturing 
company based in New Delhi, India. 
Established in 1964, BHEL is India’s 
largest power generation equipment 
manufacturer.

113. (a) 
 The main purpose is to The patients can 

inform the doctors about their illness and 
the doctors will give proper counseling 
after seeing the symptoms stated by 
the patient. If the patient is suspicious 
of the corona infection, then he will be 
provided with a monitoring kit from the 
institute. The patient can sit at his home 
and consult the doctor.

114. (c) 

 The has been set up in India by All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) in Rishikesh along with Bharat 
Heavy Electronics Limited (BHEL), a 
Government of India Navratna company 
in the defense sector. The system is 
expected to be used in Uttarakhand 
state to monitor COVID-19 patients.

115. (d) 
 With vast improvements in treatment, 

information, diagnostic capabilities, and 
surveillance in Western countries, it is 
easy to forget that experts still class HIV 
as a pandemic. Since the early 1980s, 
HIV has claimed the lives of more than 32 
million people. At the end of 2018, around 
37.9 million people were living with HIV.
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), between 
April 2009 and April 2010, the swine flu 
pandemic affected an estimated 60.8 
million people. There were also around 
274,304 hospitalizations and 12,469 
deaths.

 In the spring of 1918, health professionals 
detected an H1N1 virus in United States 
military personnel. From January 1918 
to December 1920, this virus — which 
appears to have moved from birds to 

humans — infected an estimated 500 
million people. This equates to 1 in 3 
people on Earth. The virus killed around 
675,000 people in the U.S. alone and 
approximately 50 million worldwide.

 As of May 2018 about 700 human cases 
of Nipah virus are estimated to have 
occurred and 50 to 75 percent of those 
who were infected died. In May 2018, 
an outbreak of the disease resulted in 
17 deaths in the Indian state of Kerala. 
It has however, not been classified as a 
pandemic.

116. (a) 
 The Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries is an 
intergovernmental organization of 
nations, founded on 14 September 1960 
in Baghdad by the first five members, 
and headquartered since 1965 in 
Vienna, Austria.

117. (c) 
 Global oil demand is estimated to have 

fallen by around 30 million bpd as more 
than 3 billion people are locked down in 
their homes due to the outbreak. This is 
being done to control the falling oil prices 
amidst lock down all over the world due 

to COVID-19.

118. (b) 
 According to the EIA (U.S. Energy 

Information Administration), the United 
States, Saudi Arabia, and Russia are the 
world’s top three crude oil producers. 
The United States accounted for 18% of 
global oil production in 2018

119. (a) 
 This is being done to control the falling 

oil prices amidst lock down all over the 
world due to COVID-19. Measures to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus have 
destroyed demand for fuel and driven 
down oil prices, straining budgets of 
oil producers and hammering the U.S. 
shale industry, which is more vulnerable 
to low prices due to its higher costs.

120. (c) 
 The Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries is an 
intergovernmental organization of 13 
nations, founded on 14 September 1960 
in Baghdad by the first five members, 
and headquartered since 1965 in 
Vienna, Austria.
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(Q.121-Q.125) Union Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal “Nishank” on Sunday 
launched a web-portal ‘YUKTI’ — 
“YUKTI is a portal to monitor and 
record the efforts and initiatives of 

[1] which have been taken in the 
wake of coronavirus outbreak. The 
portal intends to cover the different 
dimensions of challenges in a very 
holistic and comprehensive way,” 
said Pokhriyal.

 This portal will help in critical issues 
related to student promotion policies, 
placements related challenges and 
physical and mental well-being of 
students in these challenging times. 
The web platform will epitomise 
its name and prove to be a great 
enabler in taking the research to the 
ultimate stakeholders, the citizens of 
our country.

 The Minister said, “At present, 
our primary aim is to keep our 
academic community healthy, both 
physically and mentally, and to 
enable a continuous high-quality 
learning environment for learners. 
The portal is an effort of the [1] to 
achieve this goal in these difficult 
times.” “The portal will include the 
various initiatives and efforts of the 
institutions in academics, research 
especially related to the viruse, 
social initiatives by institutions 
and the measures taken for the 
betterment of the total well being of 
the students,” he added.

121. YUKTI portal was launched by [1], 
which is -

 (a) The Ministry of Human 
Resource Development

 (b) The Ministry of Science

 (c) The Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare

 (d) The Ministry of Education

122. What does YUKTI stand for?

 (a) Young India Combating corona 
with Knowledge, Technology 
and Innovation

 (b) Young India Combating COVID 
with Knowledge, Technology 
and Innovation

 (c) Young India Combating illiteracy 
with Knowledge, Technology 
and Innovation

 (d) Young Indians Combating 
COVID with Knowledge, 
Technology and Innovation

123. Which of the following platforms was 
launched by the Union Government 
for online education?

 (a) SIKSHA

 (b) SWAYAM

 (c) STUDY

 (d) PadhoIndia

124. With respect to COVID-19, which 
state became the first in India to rid 
itself of the disease?

 (a) Goa

 (b) Manipur

 (c) Kerala

 (d) Tripura 

125. Which of the following ministries has 
launched the CORONA KAVACH?

 (a) MHRD

 (b) MoHFW

 (c) AYUSH

 (d) MEITY

(Q.126-Q.130) Union Agriculture 
Minister [x] participated in an 
virtual meeting of G-20 Agriculture 
Ministers on Tuesday to address the 
issue of Covid-19 impacts on food 
security, safety and nutrition. Sharing 
the measures taken to contain the 
spread of Coronavirus in India, he 
informed his counterparts that India 
has decided to exempt all agriculture 
operations during lockdown period 
and ensuring continued availability 
of essential agriculture produce and 
supply, while adhering to protocol 
of social distancing, health and 
hygiene.

 The G-20 Agriculture Ministers 
virtual meeting was organized 
through video conferencing by the 

Saudi Presidency to deliberate on 
the ways and means of ensuring 
continuity of the food supply value 
chain including livelihood of farmers. 
Agriculture Ministers of all G-20 
members and the representatives 
of some guest countries and 
International organizations attended 
the meeting.

 The G-20 nations resolved to have 
international cooperation in the 
backdrop of Covid-19 pandemic, 
to avoid food wastage and losses, 
and maintain the continuity of food 
supply value chain across borders.

 “We agree that emergency 
measures in the context of the 
Covid-19 pandemic must be 
targeted, proportionate, transparent, 
and temporary and that they do not 
create unnecessary barriers to trade 
or disruption to global food supply 
chains, and are consistent with 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
rules,” the joint statement read.

 The leaders also agreed “not 
to impose export restrictions or 
extraordinary taxes on food and 
agricultural products purchased 
for non-commercial humanitarian 
purposes by the World Food 
Programme (WFP) and other 
humanitarian agencies.”

126. Who is India’s current Agriculture 
Minister, redacted as [x] in the 
passage?

 (a) Arjun Ram Meghwal

 (b) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (c) Jitendra Singh

 (d) Santosh Gangwar

127. Which of the following is NOT a UN 
based Food agency?

 (a) Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO)

 (b) World Food Programme (WFP)

 (c) Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)

 (d) International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)

128. The Agricultural Market Information 
System (AMIS) is an inter-agency 
platform to enhance food market 
transparency and encourage 
international policy coordination in 
times of crisis. It was established at 
the request of the Group of Twenty 
(G20) in 2011. Where is AMIS 
headquartered?

 (a) Brussels, Belgium

 (b) Rome, Italy

 (c) Madrid, Spain

 (d) Amsterdam, The Netherlands

129. Which country currently holds G-20 
rotating presidency?

 (a) France

 (b) Australia

 (c) India

 (d) Saudi Arabia

130. Food Safety and Standards Authority 
of India (FSSA). works under which 
ministry of Government of India?

 (a) Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries

 (b) Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare

 (c) Ministry of Consumers Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution

 (d) Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare

121. (a)
 Union Minister for HRD Shri Ramesh 

Pokhriyal “Nishank” has launched 
a web-portal YUKTI (Young India 
Combating COVID with Knowledge, 
Technology and Innovation) today 
in New Delhi. It’s a unique portal and 
dashboard  to monitor and record the 
efforts and initiatives of MHRD. The 
portal intends to cover the different 
dimensions of COVID-19 challenges in a 
very holistic and comprehensive way.

122. (b) 
 YUKTI (Young India Combating COVID 

with Knowledge, Technology and 
Innovation) today in New Delhi. It’s a 
unique portal and dashboard to monitor 
and record the efforts and initiatives of 
MHRD

123. (b) 
 SWAYAM is a programme initiated by 

Government of India and designed to 
achieve the three cardinal principles 
of Education Policy viz., access, equity 
and quality. The objective of this effort 
is to take the best teaching learning 

resources to all, including the most 
disadvantaged. SWAYAM seeks to 
bridge the digital divide for students 
who have hitherto remained untouched 
by the digital revolution and have not 
been able to join the mainstream of the 
knowledge economy.

124. (a) 
 Days after Goa and Manipur became 

India’s first two states to have zero 
covid-19 cases, Tripura Chief Minister 
on Thursday announced that the state 
has become coronavirus- free after 
its second Covid-19 patient tested 
negative.

125. (d) 
 A COVID-19 tracker application, this 

was created by the Union Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology 
in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare. This 
application provides users with real-
time location of infected users who have 
activated the ‘Kavach’ feature.

126. (b)  Narendra Singh Tomar
 Narendra Singh Tomar is an Indian 

politician and a member of the 17th Lok 
Sabha. He is the Minister of Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare and Minister of 
Rural Development in the Second Modi 
ministry. Previously he was the Minister 
of Mines and Minister of Parliamentary 
Affair in the Government of India.

127. (c)  Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)

 The Food and Drug Administration is 
a federal agency of the United States 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, one of the United States 
federal executive departments. FAO, 
WFP and IFAD are all UN based food 
agencies.

128. (b)  Rome, Italy
 The Agricultural Market Information 

System (AMIS) is a G20 initiative hosted 
by FAO that monitors world supply 
and price developments. Countries 
participating in AMIS encompass 
the main producing and consuming 
countries of major food crops covered 
by the initiative: wheat, maize, rice and 
soybeans. AMIS is hosted by the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) in Rome/Italy.

129. (d)  Saudi Arabia
 The G20 is made up of 19 countries 

and the European Union. The 19 
countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Germany, France, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the 
Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the UK and 
the US. Saudi Arabia currently holds the 
presidency of the group.

130. (d)  Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) is an autonomous body 
established under the Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare, Government of India. 
The FSSAI has been established under 
the Food Safety and Standards Act, 
2006 which is a consolidating statute 
related to food safety and regulation in 
India. FSSAI is responsible for protecting 
and promoting public health through 
the regulation and supervision of food 
safety.
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(Q.131-Q.135) India has dropped two 
places on the 2020 World Press 
Freedom Index by Reporters Without 
Borders and is now ranked [x] out of 
a total 180 countries. 

 India’s position in this year’s index, 
the report said, is heavily affected 
by the situation in Kashmir. The 
Narendra Modi government 
abrogated Article 370 of the 
Constitution in August last year and 
imposed a communication blackout 
for several months. The government 
made it “virtually impossible for 
journalists to cover what was 
happening in what has become a 
vast open prison,” the report added.

 Ironically, the report was released 
just a day after the J&K Police was 
accused of targeting two journalists 
in Kashmir. 

 Masrat Zahra, a photojournalist from 
Kashmir, has been booked under 
the stringent Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA), an anti-
terror law that carries a jail term of 
up to seven years. The FIR read 
that the police received information 
“through reliable sources that one 
Facebook user namely Masrat Zahra 
is uploading anti-national posts 
with criminal intention to induce 
the youth and to promote offences 
against public tranquillity”.

 Talking to Shafaq Shah on Monday 
for HuffPost India, Zahra said she 
was just uploading her professional 
work. “I don’t know what is going 
to happen. They can arrest me, do 
anything. I am clueless, I don’t know 
what to say, how to react.” 

 The J&K Police also registered an 
FIR against a story published in 
The Hindu last week, and called its 
Srinagar reporter, Peerzada Ashiq, in 
for questioning at least twice.

 The [y] report went on to say that 
“there have been constant press 
freedom violations, including 
police violence against journalists, 
ambushes by political activists, 
and reprisals instigated by criminal 
groups or corrupt local officials.” 
It also said that the pressure on 
media to toe the government line 
has increased since Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi won the 
2019 general elections with an 
overwhelming majority.  

 “Those who espouse Hindutva, the 
ideology that gave rise to Hindu 
nationalism, are trying to purge all 

manifestations of “anti-national” 
thought from the national debate,” 
the report said.

 The New York Times had noted 
in a report earlier in April that the 
Modi government has imposed 
the strictest restrictions on foreign 
journalists in decades. “Visas 
have been tightened, and foreign 
journalists have been banned from 
hotbeds of unrest such as northeast 
India and Jammu and Kashmir,” the 
report said.

 The Press Freedom Index report 
also said that the “coordinated 
hate campaigns waged on social 
networks against journalists 
who dare to speak or write about 
subjects that annoy Hindutva 
followers are alarming and include 
calls for the journalists concerned 
to be murdered” and that these 
campaigns are particularly virulent 
when the targets are women.

131. Which country topped the 2020 
World Press Freedom Index?

 (a) Sweden

 (b) Norway

 (c) Denmark

 (d) Finland

132. What is India’s ranking in The Press 
Freedom Index 2020, redacted as 
[x] in the passage?

 (a) 140

 (b) 142

 (c) 145

 (d) 148

133. Which organization publishes World 
Press Freedom Index, redacted as 
[y] in the passage?

 (a) Oxfam

 (b) German watch

 (c) Quacquarelli Symonds

 (d) Reporters without borders

134. Which country is ranked last in The 
Press Freedom Index 2020?

 (a) Djibouti 

 (b) Yemen

 (c) North Korea

 (d) Libya

135. Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) mentioned in the passage, 

empowers the Parliament to impose, 
by law, reasonable restrictions in the 
interests of sovereignty and integrity 
of India, on which of the following?

 (a) Freedom of Speech and 
Expression

 (b) Right to Assemble peaceably 
and without arms

 (c) Right to Form Associations or 
Unions

 (d) All of the above

(Q.136-Q.140) Nineteen asteroids that 
once belonged to a distant star 
system have been found orbiting the 
sun between Jupiter and Neptune. 
They have been circling the sun for 
more than 4.5billion years, since the 
very inception of the solar system. 
Astronomers believe the space 
rocks were ripped from their original 
location as the universe expanded 
and the sun grew rapidly, creating its 
own gravitational pull.  The enormous 
force of the burgeoning star sucked 
the rocks into the formative solar 
system and they have remained here 
ever since, astronomers believe. The 
findings come more than two years 
after astronomers spotted the first 
interstellar visitor, the asteroid known 
as ‘[x]. The asteroids belong to a 
group of objects called Centaurs.

 Fathi Namouni, of Observatoire de 
la Cote d’Azur in France and lead 
author of the study, said: ‘The close 
proximity of the stars meant that 
they felt each other’s gravity much 
more strongly in those early days 
than they do today.’This enabled 
asteroids to be pulled from one star 
system to another.’

 Dr Namouni and co-author Maria 
Helena Morais, of the Universidade 
Estadual Paulista in Brazil, ran 
computer simulations dating back 
billions of years. They revealed the 
asteroids were orbiting the Sun on 
a plane perpendicular to planetary 
motion at that time. At the time, 
matter was scattered around the 
infantile sun and gravity was turning 
the detritus into rocky planets, what 
would eventually take the form of 
Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. 
However, these interstellar asteroids 
were far enough away from the 
sun that the avoiding this disc of 
debris and therefore survived the 
tumultuous early stages of the solar 
system.  

 The discovery of a whole population 
of asteroids of interstellar origin is an 

important step in understanding the 
physical and chemical similarities 
and differences between Solar 
System-born and interstellar 
asteroids. This population will give 
us clues about the Sun’s early birth 
cluster, how interstellar asteroid 
capture occurred, and the role that 
interstellar matter had in chemically 
enriching the Solar System and 
shaping its evolution.

 Some believe they may have spent 
some time in the Kuiper Belt, a 
circumstellar disc in the outer Solar 
System, before moving inwards.

136. Name the first interstellar visitor of 
the year 2017 redacted as [x] in the 
above passage.

 (a) Oumuamua

 (b) Ceres

 (c) Vesta

 (d) Eros

137. These asteroids belong to the 
Centaurs family. Which amongst 
these was Centaur’s first identified 
member?

 (a) 1019 Chariklo

 (b) 904 Orcus

 (c) 2060 Chiron

 (d) 1052 Vesta

138. From which planet does the Kuiper 
Belt mentioned above begin?

 (a) Jupiter 

 (b) Saturn 

 (c) Uranus

 (d) Neptune

139. Which is the closest exoplanet found 
outside our solar system?

 (a) Proxima Centauri a

 (b) Proxima Centauri b

 (c) Proxima Centauri c

 (d) Proxima Centauri d

140. The first member of the Centaurs 
family was believed to come from 
the star called Vega, which is 
the brightest star of which of the 
following constellations?

 (a) Lyra

 (b) Orion

 (c) Bootes

 (d) Gemini

131. (b)  Norway
 The Press Freedom Index is an annual 

ranking of countries compiled and 
published based upon the assessment 
of the countries’ press freedom records 
in the previous year. Norway leads the 
list fourth year in a row, followed by 
Finland. 

132. (b)  142
 India has dropped two places on the 

2020 World Press Freedom Index and 
is now ranked 142 out of a total 180 
countries. India was ranked 140th in 
2019. 

133. (d)  Reporters without borders
 Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is a 

leading international non-profit and 
non-governmental organization that 
safeguards the right to freedom of 
information. Its mandate is to promote 
free, independent and pluralistic 
journalism and to defend media workers. 
Its head office is based in Paris. Reporters 
Without Borders compiles and publishes 
The Press Freedom Index based upon 
the organisation’s own assessment of 
the countries’ press freedom records in 
the previous year.

134. (c)  North Korea
 Out of 180 countries in the list, North 

Korea ranks last. According to the 
RSF official website, “North Korea’s 
totalitarian regime continues to keep 
its citizens in a state of ignorance. The 
widespread adoption of mobile phones, 
including smartphones, has been 
accompanied by technical measures 
that provide the regime with almost 
complete control over communications 
and files transmitted over the national 
intranet”.

135. (d)  All of the above
 The Committee on National Integration 

and Regionalism appointed by 
the National Integration Council 
recommended that article 19 of the 
Constitution be so amended that 
adequate powers become available 
for the preservation and maintenance 
of the integrity, and sovereignty of the 
Union. Pursuant to the acceptance of 
recommendations of the Committee, the 
Constitution (Sixteenth Amendment) 
Act, 1963 was enacted to impose, by law, 
reasonable restrictions in the interests 
of the sovereignty and integrity of India. 

In order to implement the provisions 
of 1963 Act, the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Bill was introduced in the 
Parliament.

136. (a)  Oumuamua
 ‘Oumuamua is the first known interstellar 

object detected passing through the 
Solar System. Formally designated 
1I/2017 U1, it was discovered by Robert 
Weryk using the Pan-STARRS telescope 
at Haleakala Observatory, Hawaii, on 19 
October 2017, 40 days after it passed its 
closest point to the Sun on 9 September.

137. (c)  2060 Chiron
 The origin of Centaurs remains a mystery 

to astronomers since the first member of 
the group, called Chiron, was recognized 
in 1977. 2060 Chiron is a small Solar 
System body in the outer Solar System, 
orbiting the Sun between Saturn and 
Uranus. Discovered in 1977 by Charles 
Kowal, it was the first-identified member 
of a new class of objects now known as 
centaurs—bodies orbiting between the 
asteroid belt and the Kuiper belt.

138. (d)  Neptune
 The Kuiper belt, occasionally called 

the Edgeworth–Kuiper belt, is a 
circumstellar disc in the outer Solar 
System, extending from the orbit of 
Neptune to approximately 50 AU from 
the Sun. It is similar to the asteroid belt, 
but is far larger—20 times as wide and 
20 to 200 times as massive.

139. (b)  Proxima Centauri b 
 Proxima Centauri b (also called Proxima 

b or Alpha Centauri Cb) is an exoplanet 
orbiting in the habitable zone of the red 
dwarf star Proxima Centauri, which is the 
closest star to the Sun and part of a triple 
star system. It is located approximately 
4.2 light-years (1.3 parsecs, 40 trillion 
km, 25 trillion miles, or 265,000 AU) 
from Earth in the constellation of 
Centaurus, making it the closest known 
exoplanet to the Solar System.

140. (a)  Lyra
 Vega is the brightest star in the Lyra 

constellation. With an apparent 
magnitude of 0.03, it is also the fifth 
brightest star in the night sky, after 
Sirius in Canis Major, Canopus in Carina, 
Arcturus in Boötes, and Alpha Centauri A 
in Centaurus constellation.
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(Q.141-Q.145) India has opened a new 
all-weather bridge, which can take 
40 tons of weight, in Arunachal 
Pradesh to enable faster movement 
of troops and artillery. The new 
bridge may become another 
potential irritant in relations between 

India and China. “That part of the 
border has always had a tendency 
to friction point between India and 
China. Lack of reliable and all weather 
connectivity was vulnerability,” said 
Nitin Gokhale, a New Delhi-based 
strategic affairs expert. “The new 
bridge and improved road overcomes 
that and ensures uninterrupted 
supply to troops.”

 The new access along the border 
with China comes amid heightened 
tensions between the two nations 
after Beijing accused India of 
blocking its companies in the 
South Asian nation after New Delhi 
tightened laws for foreign investors 
from acquiring local firms. The 
bridge is located in a region that 
witnessed a months-long military 
standoff in 2017 over the Doklam 
plateau, claimed by China and 
Bhutan, India’s ally. It was one of the 
most serious flare-ups since China 
won a border war with India in 1962.

 India claims the Chinese army 
violated the 3,488 kilometer (2,167 
miles) long un-demarcated border, 
parts of which are disputed, over 
600 times, the people said, asking 
not to be identified as the matter is 
not public. “India and China have 
different perceptions of the border,” 
Indian Army spokesman Aman 
Anand said on Thursday. “Perceived 
transgressions are result of the 
perceived boundary.”

 Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
India is ramping up its infrastructure 
along the border, which it says isn’t 
aimed at any particular country, but 
rather the development of remote 
border areas. It has completed 74 
strategic roads along the eastern 
border, with plans afoot to finish 20 
more by next year, the people said. 
It will reduce time taken to move and 
material by half and help 431 villages 
that lie across the region during the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

 India tweaked its law on foreign 
investment by making it mandatory 
for companies from countries that 
share a land border to acquire local 
firms only after seeking an approval 
from the government. The move, 
which cuts the risk of opportunistic 

takeovers as the coronavirus 
outbreak drives down valuations of 
Indian companies, had so far applied 
only to FDI from Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. India shares its land border 
with seven countries, including 
China.

 [https://timesofindia.indiatimes.
com/india/india-opens-bridge-
in-arunachal-pradesh-setting-
s t a g e - f o r - c h i n a - f a c e - o f f /
articleshow/75340188.cms]

141. After whom is the above mentioned 
bridge named?

 (a) Bhupen Hazarika

 (b) Hangpam Dada

 (c) Mary Kom

 (d) Ninchuk Nangdu

142. Above which river is this bridge 
constructed in Arunachal Pradesh?

 (a) Subansiri river

 (b) Brahmaputra river

 (c) Kameng river

 (d) Lohit river

143. The BRO(Border Roads 
Organisation) alongwith Project 
_______ took over the construction 
of the bridge from PWD authorities. 
Name the Project.

 (a) Aranyak

 (b) Sanrakshan

 (c) Suraksha

 (d) Arunank

144. Who is the Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh who inaugurated 
this revamped bridge via video 
conferencing?

 (a) Prem Khandu Thungan

 (b) Nabam Tuki

 (c) Pema Khandu

 (d) Jarbom Gamlin

145. What is the name of the longest rail-
road bridge of India ?

 (a) Bhupen Hazarika Setu 

 (b) New Saraighat Bridge

 (c) Kolia Bhomora Setu

 (d) Bogibeel Bridge

(Q.146-Q.150) The Electricity Act, 
[x] (hereinafter “Act”) has been 
the statutory paradigm which 
has governed the laws regarding 
the generation, distribution, 
transmission, trading and use of 
electricity, keeping in mind the 
interests of the state and central 
departments, producers and 
consumers of electricity, setting 
rules and regulations and regulatory 
authorities to govern a major 
component of the power sector. 
Experts around the country have 
opined that some of the provisions 
of the Act have become dated and 
archaic, needing an update. 

 In order to address some recurring 
issues, and to promote further 
commercial incentive for private 
players to enter the market in 
the generation, distribution and 
transmission of electricity, with some 
policy modifications, the Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 has been 
introduced by the Ministry of Power 
on April 17, 2020 (“Amendment”).

 This is the fourth draft of the 
Electricity (Amendment) Bill since 
2014, which seeks to set up an [y] 
having power of a civil court to settle 
disputes related to power purchase 
agreement between discoms and 
gencos. The draft provides that 
the [y] will have sole authority to 
adjudicate matters related to specific 
performance of contracts related to 
purchase or sale of power, between 
power generation companies 
(gencos) and distribution companies 
(discoms). The decision of the [y] 

can be challenged at the Appellate 
Tribunal For Electricity (APTEL) and, 
subsequently, at the Supreme Court.

 The Bill also provides that the 
Electricity Act would be applicable 
to [z].

146. Which of the following years will 
replace [x]?

 (a) 2001

 (b) 2002

 (c) 2003

 (d) 2004

147. Which of the following will replace 
[y]?

 (a)  Electricity Contract 
Enforcement Authority (ECEA)

 (b)  Electricity Companies  
Engagement Authority (ECEA)

 (c)  Department for Electricity 
Discoms Contract Managing  
(DeEDCoM)

 (d)  Department for Electricity 
Distributor Companies 
Management (DeEDCoM)

148. Which of the following will replace [z]?

 (a)  entire country without J&K and 
Ladakh

 (b)  entire country without J&K

 (c)  entire country without 
scheduled areas

 (d)  entire country

149. Which of the following has been 
pointed out by the Bill that needs to 
be set up by the Government?

 (a)  National Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) Policy

 (b)  National Discom Regulation 
Policy

 (c)  National Renewable Energy 
Policy

 (d)  National Energy Conservation 
Policy

150. Where is the National Load Despatch 
Centre located?

 (a) Mumbai

 (b) Delhi

 (c) Chennai

 (d) Jallandhar

141. (b)  Hangpan Dada
 The bridge has been named after martyr 

Hangpan Dada, who laid down his life 
fighting terrorists in Jammu & Kashmir 
and was posthumously awarded the 
Ashok Chakra.

142. (a) Subansiri river
 The BRO(Border Roads Organisation) 

constructed a 430 feet long bailey 
bridge at Daporijo over the Subansiri river 
in Arunachal Pradesh’s Upper Subansiri 
district. The BRO has upgraded the 
bridge, whose construction began in 
March, 2020 to class 40 tons, which 
means that it can bear the weight of 
heaviest loads such as artillery guns that 
can then be taken to forward areas along 
the LAC.

143. (d)  Arunank
 The BRO’s 23 Border Roads Task Force 

and Project Arunank (that is responsible 

for constructions in Arunachal Pradesh) 
took over the bridge from the PWD 
authorities. The BRO pitched this 
issue at the highest level, including 
the Military Operations branch and the 
defence ministry. Under the leadership 
of Lieutenant General Harpal Singh, 
Director General Border Roads, the 
bridge was accorded priority for 
construction.

144. (a) Pema Khandu
 Pema Khandu is an Indian politician 

and the Chief Minister of Arunachal 
Pradesh for the Bharatiya Janta Party. 
The revamped bridge was inaugurated 
by Pema Khandu via video conferencing.

145. (d)  Bogibeel Bridge
 Bogibeel bridge is a combined road and 

rail bridge over the Brahmaputra River in 
the northeastern Indian state of Assam 
between Dhemaji district and Dibrugarh 

district, which was started in the year 
2002(with origins from the Assam 
Accord. and took a total of 200 months 
to complete, Bogibeel river bridge is the 
longest rail-cum-road bridge in India, 
measuring 4.94 kilometres over the 
Brahmaputra river.

146. (c) 
 The Electricity Act, 2003 is an Act of the 

Parliament of India enacted to transform 
the power sector in India. The act covers 
major issues involving generation, 
distribution, transmission and trading in 
power. It is also the guiding document 
for the dealings between the gencos and 
the discoms.

147. (a) 
 The amendment seeks the formation 

of Electricity Contract Enforcement 
Authority (ECEA).

148. (d) 

 The Bill also provides that the Electricity 
Act would be applicable to the entire 
country, including the Union Territories 
of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

149. (c) 
 It also calls for creating National 

Renewable Energy Policy by the central 
government in consultation with state 
governments.

150. (b) 
 It is located in Delhi. By inserting 

fresh provisions, the Amendment has 
enumerated some responsibilities of 
the National Load Despatch Centre. 
Including overall authority for carrying 
out real time operations and monitoring 
of national grid, supervision and control 
of the inter-regional and inter-state 
transmission of network and grid 
security, and optimum scheduling and 
despatch of electricity.
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ONE LINERS
1. Union Minister for Human 

Resource Development Shri 
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ 
has launched the ‘Bharat Padhe 
Online’ campaign on 10 April in 
New Delhi. 

2.  Chief Executive Officer of 
Twitter, Jack Dorsey has pledged 
to donate $1 billion to charities 
working towards combatting the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. 

3.  Dharmendra Pradhan, Union 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas and Steel, participated in 
the G20 Extraordinary Energy 
Ministers’ virtual Meeting on 10 
April 2020. 

4.  Senior diplomat Anurag 
Srivastava took charge as the 
Spokesman of the Ministry of 
External Affairs, succeeding Mr 
Raveesh Kumar. 

5. Beverage Major PepsiCo has 

named Shafali Verma, 16 years 
old, Indian Women Cricketer, as 
one of its brand ambassadors 
for one year. 

6. The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) announced 
that 29 June 2021 has been 
set as the new deadline for the 
qualification period of the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

7.   FIFA Under-17 Women’s World 
Cup was scheduled to be played 
in India between November 2nd 
and 21st postponed due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 

8.  England’s all-rounder Ben 

Stokes has been named as the 
leading cricketer in the world 
2020 by Wisden. 

9. The Indian Air Force (IAF) 
has launched ‘Operation 
Sanjeevani’ and air-lifted 6.2 
tonnes of essential medical 
supplies to the Maldives via 
transport aircraft C-130J as 
assistance in the fight against 
the COVID 19. 

10.  The book ‘The Wizenard Series: 
Season One’ is created by 
American Basket baller Kobe 
Bryant & authored by Wesley 
King tops the New York Times’ 
middle-grade hardcover list .

11.  Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen 

Patnaik has been conferred with 
‘Hero to Animals Award’ by 
animal rights body PETA India. 

12. American songwriter, soulful 
singer, guitarist & 3 time 
Grammy award winner Bill 
Withers passed away. 

13. Former Libya Prime Minister 

Mahmoud Jibril passed away 
due to COVID-19. 

14.  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
stated that the schemes for the 
merger of 10 state-run banks 
into four lenders will come into 
force from 1 April. 

15.  The Central Government 
approved the launch of 
insurance scheme for health 
workers, who are fighting the 
COVID-19 outbreak, under the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
package. 

16.  The Government of India 

launched “AarogyaSetu”, a 
mobile app developed in public-
private partnership (PPP) on 2 
April. 

17.  National Health Authority (NHA)
inked a pact with ride-hailing 
app Uber to provide transport 
services for frontline healthcare 
workers involved in the 
treatment of COVID-19 patients 

18. Associations representing 

officers of Central Civil 
Services, including the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) 
and the Indian Police Service 
(IPS), have formed an initiative 
called ‘Caruna’ to support and 
supplement the government’s 
efforts in fighting coronavirus 

19.  Maharashtra State government 
announced a 60% pay cut for all 
government employees with an 
aim to financially assist the state 
in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

20.  Utkal Diwas, meaning Odisha 

day, is observed on 1 April in 
Odisha every year. 

21.  Centre issued Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Adaptation of State Laws) 
Order, 2020. 

22. Odisha government, in 
collaboration with the UNICEF, 
launched an online cultural 
competition among children to 
keep them engaged at home 
during the lockdown period. 

23. The Union Minister of Oil 

Dharmendra Pradhan said that 
Saudi Arabia has announced 
to provide uninterrupted liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG) supplies to 
India. 

24.  Sudhir Rajkumar, a senior official 

from India, has resigned from his 
position of Representative of 
the UN Secretary-General for 
the investment of the assets of 
the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund (UNJSPF). 

25. The World Bank has offered $1 
billion to the Indian government 
for a proposed India COVID-19 
emergency response and health 
systems preparedness project. 

26.  The Export Promotion Council 
for Handicrafts (EPCH) has 
postponed the 49th edition of 
Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair 
(IHGF)-Delhi Fair Spring 2020. 

27. The United Nation’s COP26 

climate change conference 
set to take place in Glasgow in 
November has been postponed 
till next year due to COVID-19. 

28. Minister of State Electronics 
& Information Technology, 
Communications and Human 
Resource Development Shri 
Sanjay Dhotre launched Hack 
the Crisis – India, an Online 
Hackathon to find working 
solutions for overcoming COVID 
19 pandemic. 

29.  The World Bank has announced 

$1 billion to the Government 
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of India for a proposed 
India COVID-19 emergency 
response and health systems 
preparedness project. 

30. The Asian Development Bank 
has released its annual economic 
publication “Asian Development 
Outlook 2020”. In its annual 
flagship economic publication 
“Asian Development Outlook 
2020”, the Asian Development 
Bank has projected India’s 
growth to slow down to 4% in 
the current fiscal year i.e. 2020-
2021. 

31. Pravin Jadhav, the Managing 

Director and CEO of Paytm 
Money resigned from the 
company. He will be relieved by 
the end of April. 

32. The Centre has extended the 
tenure of Reserve Bank Deputy 
Governor BP Kanungo by a year 
with effect from April 3, 2020. 
Kanungo, whose term was to 
end on April 2, had taken charge 
as a deputy governor in April 
2017. 

33. Indian shot-putter Navin 
Chikara was suspended for 

four years by World athletics 
body’s (formerly known as 
International Association of 
Athletics Federations-IAAF), 
Athletics Integrity Unit for failing 
an out-of-competition dope test 
in 2018. 

34. The Tokyo Olympic Games have 
been rescheduled to be held 
from 23 July to 8 August 2021. 

35. The 2021 World Athletics 

Championships in Eugene, 
Oregon has been shifted to 
2022. 

36. Wimbledon organizers 
cancelled the Wimbledon 
Championships 2020 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

37. China is to host the third edition 

of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) 
in Shantou in November 2021. 

38.  The official mascots of the 
19th Asian Games released at 
a digital launch ceremony in 
Hangzhou, China. 

39.  Naval Dockyard (ND), Mumbai 
has designed and developed its 
own handheld Infrared radiation 
(IR)-based temperature sensor 
to screen people at gates. 

40. Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
has received foreign direct 
investment (FDI) of $8.82 
million (around Rs.51.93 crore) 
during the period April 2000 
and December 2019. 

41. Author & screenwriter Satyarth 

Nayak authored his 1st non-
fiction book titled as ‘Sridevi: 
The Eternal Screen Goddess’ 
which is about the late actress 
Sridevi. 

42. The Hindu prize (annual) 2019 is 
awarded to Mirza Waheed’s Tell 
Her Everything (Fiction)-2019 
and Santanu Das’s India, Empire, 
and First World War Culture: 
Writings, Images and Songs 
(Non-Fiction)-2018. 

43. The Guinness World Records 
has been officially confirmed 
Bob Weighton, from the United 
Kingdom, as the oldest person 
living (male) at 112 Years and 1 
day as of 30 March 2020. 

44. Chittaranjan Locomotive Works 
(CLW), the manufacturing unit 
of Indian Railways based in 
Asansol, West Bengal (WB), 
has set the Limca Book of 
Records for producing record 
431 locomotives in the financial 
year 2019-2020 (FY20) in 292 
working days. 

45. Air Vice-Marshal (Retd.) 

Chandan Singh Rathore passed 
away on 29 March. 

46. Former Union Minister Beni 
Prasad Verma passed away. 

47. The legendary historian and 
educationist, Professor Arjun 
Dev passed away. 

48. Tony Lewis, one of the men 
behind the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern (DLS) method passed 
away. 

49. The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) released the 49th round 
of quarterly OBICUS (Order 
books, inventories, and capacity 
utilization survey) of the 
manufacturing sector. 

50. The licence of the Mapusa 
Urban Co-operative Bank of 
Goa Ltd. has been cancelled by 
the Reserve Bank of India. 

51. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in its report on the 

Asia-Pacific region stated that 
Asia’s economic growth in 
2020 will grind to a halt for the 
first time in 60 years due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

52. Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) has announced 
that it is to finance $500 million 
projects in India to help the 
country improve its health care 
systems. 

53. TVS Motor Company‘s overseas 

subsidiary TVS Motor Singapore 
Pte. Ltd has acquired the United 
Kingdom’s most iconic sporting 
motorcycle brand ‘Norton’. The 
iconic sporting motorcycle 
brand was acquired in an all-
cash transaction of £16 million. 

54. Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) opened the strategic 
Srinagar-Leh highway on 11 
April. The highway connects 
Ladakh with the rest of the 
world. 

55. The government of India plans 
to set up a chain of 20 lakh retail 
shops called ‘Suraksha Stores’ 
across India. 

56.  India’s Public service 
broadcaster Prasar Bharti has 
rolled out a new channel called 
DD Retro. 

57. The Ministry of Tourism has 

launched its “DekhoApnaDesh” 
webinar series to provide 
information on the many 
destinations and details and 
expanse of the culture and 
heritage of our Incredible India. 

58. The Central Government’s 
mobile app, Aarogya Setu, has 
become the world’s fastest app 
to reach 50 million downloads in 
just 13 days. 

59. Home Ministry extended regular 
and e-visas of all foreigners who 
are stranded in India due to the 
coronavirus lockdown till May 3 
on a gratis basis. 

60. Government of Manipur starts a 
new initiative titled ‘Food Bank’ in 
view of the threat of Coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19). 

61. Under Western Railway, 
Ahmedabad railway station at 
Kalupur, Gujarat becomes the 
1st station of Indian Railways 
(IR) to install a “Walk Through 
Mass Sanitizing Tunnel”. 
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62. Kerala becomes the 1st state of 
India to start clinical trial plasma 
therapy for COVID-19 treatment. 

63. Uttar Pradesh government has 

decided to promote all students 
from classes 6 to 9 and class 11 
affiliated with UP Board without 
final exams. 

64. Goa becomes the first state 
to integrate allopathy and 
Ayurveda to boost the immunity 
of COVID-19 patients and those 
who have been quarantined. 

65. Jim Corbett National Park 
, the India’s oldest forested 
wildlife sanctuary located in the 
Nainital district of Uttarakhand, 
has become the India’s 1st 
quarantine centre for animals 
with symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 

66. The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has increased the size 
of its COVID-19 Response 
Package to $20 Billion. 

67. China’s Ministry of Education 
today announced that the 44th 
session of the World Heritage 
Committee of UNESCO, initially 
scheduled from 29th of June 
to 9th of July, in Fuzhou of 
eastern China’s Fujian Province, 
has been postponed to a later 
date due to the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

68. Central Drug Research Institute 
has inked an MoU with King 
George’s Medical University, 
Lucknow to sequence the virus 
strains obtained from COVID-19 
patients in Uttar Pradesh 

69. India’s largest mobile gaming 
platform, Mobile Premier League 
(MPL) has brought Tamannaah 
Bhatia of Baahubali fame, as its 
brand ambassador, to endorse 
their gaming platform. 

70. The Bollywood actress Sara Ali 

Khan has been appointed as 
the brand ambassador of the 
extension of audio equipment 
maker, James Bullough Lansing 
(JBL)’s campaign -”Live it Real, 
Live it Raw” 

71. Ajay Mahajan has been 
appointed as Managing Director 
& Chief Executive of credit rating 
agency “CARE Ratings”. 

72. PokerStars India has appointed 

former Indian captain Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni as its new brand 
ambassador. 

73. Chess Master Viswanathan 
Anand has been appointed 
as the new Ambassador for 
World Wide Fund (WWF) 
India’s Environment Education 
program. 

74. International Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) President 
Tamas Ajan resigned within the 
wake of allegations of corruption 
and doping violations. 

75. Limited-overs Vice-captain 

of Indian cricket team Rohit 
Sharma was named brand 
ambassador of “CricKingdom” 
a Dubai-based cricket coaching 
academy which provides a 
platform for online coaching 
after the global COVID-19 
pandemic subsides. 

76. India will host the Women’s 
and Men’s Asian Boxing 
Championships 2020 in 
November-December. 

77. The Indian Premier League (IPL) 

governing council of the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India 

(BCCI) has decided that the IPL 
2020 Season will be suspended 
till “further notice”. 

78. “Feifei” to be the mascot for 
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para 
Games, China. 

79. A book titled “Shuttling to the 

Top: The Story of P V Sindhu” 
authored by Krishnaswamy V 
was published by HarperCollins 

80. Algerian writer Abdelouahab 
Aissaoui wins 13th International 
Arab fiction prize 2020. 

81. Former Union Minister and 
veteran Congress leader M.V. 
Rajashekaran passed away. 

82. Father of modern Iraqi 

architecture Rifat Chadirji 
passed away due to COVID-19. 

83. Union Human Resource 
Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ released the 
alternative academic calendars 
at the upper primary stage 
(Classes VI to VIII) on 23 April. 

84. Union Minister of Human 
Resource Development Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched the 
#MyBookMyFriendcampaign 
on social media on 23 April on 
the occasion of World Book Day. 

85. The Government of India on 
April 23, 2020, put on hold to 
the hike in dearness allowance. 

86. Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) constructed bridge over 
Subansiri river in Arunachal 
Pradesh in a record span of just 
27 days. 

87. Uttar Pradesh government 
decides to move forward on 
plasma therapy to treat the 

patients of COVID 19 and will 
increase poll testing of the 
samples. 

88. Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar 
announced that an assistance 
of Rs 1,000 will be provided 
to all families that do not have 
ration cards but were identified 
by self-help groups of ‘Jeevika’ 
in the state. 

89. The government of Gujarat has 
given the approval of the third 
edition of his government’s 
‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 
Abhiyan’ amid Coronavirus 
lockdown. 

90. The Administration of 
Pathanamthitta district in Kerala 
has launched a vehicle called 
‘Tiranga’ (Total India Remote 
Analysis Nirogya Abhiyaan) for 
rapid screening of COVID-19 
symptoms. 

91. Unique and first of its kind 
facility in the country, a Mobile 
Virology Diagnostics and 
Research Laboratory has been 
inaugurated in Hyderabad at the 
ESI medical college. 

92. US President Donald Trump 
has appointed Indian-American 
Sudarsanam Babu to the 
National Science Board in the 
United States 

93. Iran successfully launched a 
military satellite and the first 
satellite of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran successfully launched 
into orbit by the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

94. China named its first Mars 
exploration mission as 
Tianwen-1 as it celebrated 
Space Day on 24 April. 

95. Iran launched its first military 
satellite called “Noor” into orbit. 

96. Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
participated in the video 
conference of the Health 
Ministers of G20 countries. 

97. Global Network Against Food 
Crises report officially released 
by the UN World Food program. 

98. India ranks 142nd in the recently 
released World press freedom 
report of 2020.

99 Sanjay Kothari took oath as 
Chief Vigilance Commissioner 
(CVC). 

100.  A book titled “How the Onion 

Got Its Layers” authored by 
Sudha Murty was published by 
Puffin.
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LEGAL CURRENT AFFAIRS- APRIL - 2020
1. Justice Rajnesh Oswalbecame 

the first judge of the High 

Courtfor the Union Territories 
of Jammu & Kashmir High 
and Ladakh to take oath under 
the Indian Constitution and 
was sworn in as a judge of the 
common High Court.All previous 
judges of the HC had taken oath 
under the Constitution of Jammu 
& Kashmir, which ceased to 
have effect since August 5, 
2019.Chief Justice Gita Mittal 
administered the oath to Justice 
Oswal in a ceremony held at 
the Jammu Wing of the High 
Court.With the appointment 
of Justice Oswal, the HC has a 
working strength of nine judges, 
including the Chief Justice, 
against a sanctioned strength 
of 17 judges. Further, this is the 
first judicial appointment to J&K 
High Court after the repeal of 
the special status of J&K and 
conversion of the state into a 
Union Territory.

2. The Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA) has extended the 
tenure of acting President of 
National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) BSV Prakash Kumar 

for a period of additional three 
months.Kumar’s tenure has 
been extended to another three 
months or till the joining of new 
President, whichever is earlier, 
the ministry informed the NCLT.
Kumar was initially appointed 
for a period of three months, 
starting from January 5, after the 
retirement of Justice MM Kumar 
as the NCLT President. Further, 
the NCLT was set up under 
section 408 of the Companies 
Act, 2013 on June 1, 2016.

3. The Press Council of India 
clarified that it has no jurisdiction 
over electronic media, TV news 
channels, social media i.e. 
Whatsapp/twitter/Facebook.As 

per the latest press release by 
the PCI, Electronic media, TV 
news channels, social media i.e. 
Whatsapp/ twitter/Facebook do 

not come under the jurisdiction 
of the Press Council of India. 
Further referring to Section 14 
of the Press Council of India 
Act, it said that it can exercise 
powers over a newspaper 
or news agency.Complaints 
against and by the print media 
are adjudicated by the Council 
by adhering to the Press 
Council (Procedure for Inquiry) 
Regulations, 1979.Justice C K 
Prasad, former Supreme Court 
judge, is the current Chairperson 
of the PCI.

4. The Finance Bill, 2020 was 
introduced by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitaraman and was 
passed in LokSabha without any 
discussion.The bill provides the 
financial proposals of the fiscal 
year 2020-21. The passed bill 

withdrew certain features that 
affected non-resident Indians. It 
includes NRIs with income more 
than 15 lakhs from business 
owned by them in India will 
fall under tax net. However, 
their global income is not to be 
taxed. The bill has abolished 
DividendDistribution Tax. It is 
the tax imposed by the GoI on 
Indian Companies based on the 
dividend paid by them to their 
investors.

5. The Central Government 
brought in ordinance, according 
to which a person attacking 
health personnel are to be 
sentenced to jail for 6 months 
to 7 years and fine upto 5 lakhs.
In order to achieve this, the 
ordinance will make amendment 
to the Epidemic Disease Act, 
1897. Also, the GoI has made 
the Epidemic Act a concurrent 
act. This allows the state 
governments to take actions 

as well. Further, the ordinance 
was brought because of the 
frequent attacks on the Medical 
workers and professionals and 
Indian Medical Association had 
declared April 23, 2020 as black 
day to protest against such 
attacks.

6. The State of Missouri has filed 
a lawsuit against all concerned 
Chinese authorities in a Federal 
Court, alleging that the Chinese 

Government is responsible for 
the COVID-19 pandemic.The 
suit accuses Chinese authorities 
of suppressing important facts, 
denying crucial evidence, 
destroying research and wilfully 
allowing millions to be exposed 
to the virus. Filed by State 
Attorney General Eric Schmitt, 
the Complaint thus seeks 
compensation, for all direct 
and consequential damages, 
from the Chinese Government, 
the Communist Party of China, 
Wuhan Institute of Virology and 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

7. The Central Government has 
elevated Justice Dipankar Datta, 
presently a judge at the Calcutta 
High Court, as the Chief Justice 
of Bombay High Court and 
Justice Biswanath Somadder of 
Calcutta High Court, presently 
at Allahabad High Court, 
as the Chief Justice of the 
Meghalaya High Court. Further, 
The Government has also 
transferred Chief Justice of the 
Meghalaya High Court, Justice 
Mohd Rafiq, to the Orissa High 
Court.The decision comes after 
the recommendations made by 
the Supreme Court Collegium 
on April 19. 

8. The Supreme Court gave 
clarification under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances Act 1985, 
which prohibits a person to 

manufacture, produce, cultivate, 
possess, purchase, store, 
transport or consume narcotic 
drugs. It said that it is the quantity 
of the banned drug mixture that 
will decide the punishment 
of the offender and not the 
purity.This is being clarified 
by the court as according 
to the Narcotics Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances act, 
the punishment for possessing 
commercial quantity of drugs 
is more than that of smaller 
quantity.

9. The 15th Finance commission’s 
Economic Advisory Council is 
to meet for two days via video 
conferencing, in which the 
council is to discuss the impacts 
of COVID-19.The agenda of 
the meet also includes public 
expenditure to be spent to 
improve the economy. The 
council will also discuss about 
assisting research study that 
will enhance understanding of 
the issue. This was done with 
the view that the international 
financial institutions have 
decreased the growth rate of 
India. The estimate growth rates 
have been lowest in the last 30 
years.

10. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
formed 6 inter-ministerial 
teams, as violations of lock 
down were reported in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and West 
Bengal. The teams formed are 
to submit a report to the central 
government after examining 
social distancing, lock down 
violations and attacks on medical 
professionals in the state.These 
teams have been formed 
under Disaster Management 
Act, 2005.Furthermore, the 
President can invoke President’s 
rule under Article 356 when a 
state government fails to abide 
by constitutional norms.

11. The Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) policy has been amended 
by the Government of India. 

This has been done to prevent 
opportunistic acquisitions 
of Indian companies due to 
COVID-19 economic crisis. The 
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The History of Pandemics
Articles You Cannot Afford To Miss

As humans have spread across the world, 
so have infectious diseases. Even in this 
modern era, outbreaks are nearly constant, 
though not every outbreak reaches 
pandemic level as COVID-19 has.

Today’s visualization outlines some of 
history’s most deadly pandemics, from the 
Antonine Plague to the current COVID-19 
event.

A Timeline of Historical Pandemics

Disease and illnesses have plagued 
humanity since the earliest days, our mortal 
flaw. However, it was not until the marked 
shift to agrarian communities that the scale 
and spread of these diseases increased 
dramatically.

Widespread trade created new 
opportunities for human and animal 
interactions that sped up such epidemics. 
Malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy, influenza, 
smallpox, and others first appeared during 
these early years.

The more civilized humans became – with 
larger cities, more exotic trade routes, and 
increased contact with different populations 
of people, animals, and ecosystems – the 
more likely pandemics would occur.

Despite the persistence of disease and 
pandemics throughout history, there’s 
one consistent trend over time – a gradual 
reduction in the death rate. Healthcare 
improvements and understanding the 
factors that incubate pandemics have been 
powerful tools in mitigating their impact.

Wrath of the Gods

In many ancient societies, people believed 
that spirits and gods inflicted disease and 
destruction upon those that deserved their 
wrath. This unscientific perception often 
led to disastrous responses that resulted in 
the deaths of thousands, if not millions.

In the case of Justinian’s plague, the 
Byzantine historian Procopius of Caesarea 
traced the origins of the plague (the Yersinia 
pestis bacteria) to China and northeast 

India, via land and sea trade routes to Egypt 
where it entered the Byzantine Empire 
through Mediterranean ports.

Despite his apparent knowledge of the role 

geography and trade played in this spread, 
Procopius laid blame for the outbreak on 
the Emperor Justinian, declaring him to be 
either a devil, or invoking God’s punishment 
for his evil ways. Some historians found 
that this event could have dashed Emperor 
Justinian’s efforts to reunite the Western 
and Eastern remnants of the Roman 
Empire, and marked the beginning of the 
Dark Ages.

Luckily, humanity’s understanding of the 
causes of disease has improved, and this 
is resulting in a drastic improvement in the 
response to modern pandemics, albeit slow 

and incomplete.

Importing Disease

The practice of quarantine began during the 

14th century, in an effort to protect coastal 
cities from plague epidemics. Cautious port 
authorities required ships arriving in Venice 
from infected ports to sit at anchor for 40 
days before landing — the origin of the 
word quarantine from the Italian “quaranta 
giorni”, or 40 days.

One of the first instances of relying on 
geography and statistical analysis was in 
mid-19th century London, during a cholera 
outbreak. In 1854, Dr. John Snow came to 
the conclusion that cholera was spreading 
via tainted water and decided to display 

neighborhood mortality data directly on 
a map. This method revealed a cluster of 
cases around a specific pump from which 
people were drawing their water from.

While the interactions created through trade 
and urban life play a pivotal role, it is also the 
virulent nature of particular diseases that 
indicate the trajectory of a pandemic.

Tracking Infectiousness

Scientists use a basic measure to track 
the infectiousness of a disease called the 
reproduction number — also known as R0 
or “R naught.” This number tells us how 
many susceptible people, on average, each 
sick person will in turn infect.

Measles tops the list, being the most 

amendment has been made 
to the Consolidated FDI policy, 
2017.Now, every investor from a 
neighbouring country is required 
to invest through Government 
route.The step mainly targets 
the Chinese companies. With 
the world entering lock down 
and China returning to normalcy, 
China is now investing and 
acquiringcompanies all over the 
world. With the amendment, 
any (especially Chinese) firm 
will now have to get Indian 
Government permission in order 
to make anacquisition in India or 
acquire an Indian firm.

12. University Grants Commission 
has constituted an expert 
committee to recommend the 
use of e-resources and enhance 
online education system in the 
country.The committee will 
recommend solutions to gather 
e-resources in a single platform 
and also to enhance online 
education in the country. This 
will helpstudents staying home 
under lockdown. Further, on the 
same lines, the Bharat Padhe 

Online portal was recently 
launched to encourage sharing 
of ideas between GoI and 
academic experts. Moreover, 
UGC had also constituted an 
expert committee to assess 
the exam delays due to the 
lock down. The committee 
constitutes of 7 members 
and will work on solutions to 
counter impact of COVID-19 
on semester exams of several 
universities.

13. According to the National Legal 
Services Authority (NALSA), 
around 11,077 undertrials 
have been released from 
prisons nationwide as part 

of the mission to decongest 
jails following the Covid-19 
pandemic. Furthermore, NALSA 
has been providing assistance 
to prisoners who are eligible to 

be released on parole or interim 
bail under the relaxed norms, 
through its panel of lawyers.The 
Supreme Court has ordered all 
States and Union Territories to 
set up high-level panels which 
would consider releasing all 
convicts who have been jailed 
for upto seven years on parole to 
decongest jails in an attempt to 
contain the Covid-19 outbreak.

14. The Supreme Court of India has 
held that a Governor can call 
for a floor test any time he/she 
objectively feels a government 
in power has lost the confidence 
of the House and is on shaky 

ground.The S.C. held that a 
Governor can call for a trust 
vote (confidence motion) if he/
she has arrived at a prima facie 
opinion, based on objective 
material, that the incumbent 
State government has lost its 
majority in the Assembly.The SC 
has clarified that the Governor’s 
power of trust vote does not 

hamper any disqualification 
proceedings pending before 
the Speaker.A Governor need 
not wait for the Speaker’s 
decision on the resignation of 
rebel Members of Legislative 
Assembly (MLAs) before calling 
for a trust vote.
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Explained: How MPLAD scheme works, and 
how far its suspension will help Covid-19 fight

MPLAD is a central government scheme, 
under which MPs can recommend 
development programmes involving 
spending of Rs 5 crore every year in their 
respective constituencies.

Earlier this month, the government 
suspended the Member of Parliament Local 
Area Development (MPLAD) Scheme so 
that these funds would be available for its 
COVID-19 management efforts.

Following the Centre’s announcement, UP 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath suspended 
the state’s MLALAD scheme for a year, a 
move that will allow the state to spend Rs 
1,500 crore on COVID-related efforts.

A look at the scheme, and the implications 
of the move:

What is the MPLAD Scheme?

MPLAD is a central government scheme, 
under which MPs can recommend 
development programmes involving 
spending of Rs 5 crore every year in their 
respective constituencies. MPs from both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, including 
nominated ones, can do so.

States have their version of this scheme 
with varying amounts per MLA. Delhi has 
the highest allocation under MLALAD; 
each MLA can recommend works for up to 
Rs 10 crore each year. In Punjab and Kerala, 
the amount is Rs 5 crore per MLA per year; 
in Assam, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka, it is Rs 2 crore; in Uttar Pradesh, 
it was recently increased from Rs 2 crore to 
Rs 3 crore.

How much will the suspension contribute 
to the Centre’s efforts to manage the 
pandemic?

Suspension of the MPLAD Scheme will 
make Rs 7,800 crore available to the 
government. For comparison, this is only 
4.5% of the Rs 1.70 lakh crore relief package 
for the poor announced under the Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana.

Opposition MPs have reacted sharply. 
Adhir Ranjan Choudhary, leader of the 
Congress Legislature Party in Lok Sabha, 
termed the move a gross injustice towards 
people’s representatives. RJD MP Manoj 
Jha said the diversion of MPLAD funds 
would centralise their administration and 
decrease the efficiency of their disbursal.

How does the scheme work?

MPs and MLAs do not receive any money 
under these schemes. The government 
transfers it directly to the respective 
local authorities. The legislators can only 
recommend works in their constituencies 
based on a set of guidelines. For the MPLAD 
Scheme, the guidelines focus on the creation 

of durable community assets like roads, 
school buildings etc. Recommendations 
for non-durable assets can be made only 
under limited circumstances. For example, 
last month, the government allowed use of 
MPLAD funds for the purchase of personal 
protection equipment, coronavirus testing 
kits etc.

The guidelines for use of MLALAD funds 
differ across states. For example, Delhi 
MLAs can recommend the operation of 
fogging machines (to contain dengue 
mosquitoes), installation of CCTV cameras 
etc. After the legislators give the list of 
developmental works, they are executed 
by the district authorities as per the 
governments financial, technical and 
administrative rules.

Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao 
announced the scheme on December 23, 
1993 in Lok Sabha. He mentioned that it 
was being started at the request of MPs 
across parties. Opposition to the proposal 
came from CPI(M) MPs Nirmal Kanti 
Chatterjee and Somnath Chatterjee.

This happened during a tumultuous year 
for Rao’s minority government. Earlier that 
month, Parliament was agitated that the 
government was trying to clip Election 
Commissioner T N Seshan’s wings by 
converting the EC into a multi-member 
body. Months earlier, the government 
had survived a controversial trust vote 
in Lok Sabha. And in May that year, Lok 
Sabha witnessed the first impeachment 
proceedings in India’s history, against High 
Court Judge Justice V Ramaswami. These 
events led some commentators to suggest 
that the scheme was an attempt by the 

minority government to appease MPs. Over 
the years, the scheme was adopted and 
adapted by state governments.

How long are the schemes supposed to 
continue?

The central scheme has continued 
uninterrupted for 27 years. It is budgeted 

through the government’s finances and 
continues as long as the government is 
agreeable. In 2018, the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs approved the 
scheme until the term of the 14th Finance 
Commission, that is March 31, 2020.

In the recent past, there has been one 
example of discontinuation of a Local Area 
Development scheme. Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar discontinued the state’s 
scheme in 2010, only to revive it before the 
2014 general elections.

What has been the impact of the MPLAD 
scheme?

In 2018, when continuation of the scheme 
was approved, the government noted that 
“the entire population across the country 
stands to benefit through the creation of 
durable assets of locally felt needs, namely 
drinking water, education, public health, 
sanitation and roads etc, under MPLAD 
Scheme”.

Until 2017, nearly 19 lakh projects worth 
Rs 45,000 crore had been sanctioned 
under the MPLAD Scheme. Third-party 
evaluators appointed by the government 
reported that the creation of good quality 
assets had a “positive impact on the 

local economy, social fabric and feasible 
environment”. Further, 82% of the projects 
have been in rural areas and the remaining 
in urban/semi-urban areas.

Don’t miss from Explained | An Expert 
Explains: What is the future of migration 
from Kerala?

Why has the scheme been sometimes 
criticised?

The criticism has been on two broad 
grounds. First, that it is inconsistent with 
the spirit of the Constitution as it co-opts 
legislators into executive functioning. The 
most vocal critic was a DMK ex-MP and a 
former Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee, Era Sezhiyan. He said the 
workload on MPs created by the scheme 
diverted their attention from holding 
the government accountable and other 
legislative work. The National Commission 
to Review the Working of the Constitution 
(2000) and the Second Administrative 
Reforms Commission, headed by 
Veerappa Moily (2007), recommended 
discontinuation of the scheme. In 2010, the 
Supreme Court held that the scheme was 
constitutional.

The second criticism stems from allegations 
of corruption associated with allocation of 
works. The Comptroller and Auditor General 
has on many occasions highlighted gaps in 
implementation.

Source : https://indianexpress.com/
article/explained/how-mplad-scheme-
works-and-how-far-its-suspension-will-
help-covid-19-fight-6380556/

contagious with a R0 range of 12-18. 
This means a single person can infect, on 
average, 12 to 18 people in an unvaccinated 
population.

While measles may be the most virulent, 
vaccination efforts and herd immunity 
can curb its spread. The more people are 
immune to a disease, the less likely it is to 
proliferate, making vaccinations critical 
to prevent the resurgence of known and 

treatable diseases.

It’s hard to calculate and forecast the true 
impact of COVID-19, as the outbreak is still 
ongoing and researchers are still learning 
about this new form of coronavirus.

Urbanization and the Spread of Disease

We arrive at where we began, with rising 
global connections and interactions as 
a driving force behind pandemics. From 

small hunting and gathering tribes to the 
metropolis, humanity’s reliance on one 
another has also sparked opportunities for 
disease to spread.

Urbanization in the developing world is 
bringing more and more rural residents into 
denser neighborhoods, while population 
increases are putting greater pressure on the 
environment. At the same time, passenger 
air traffic nearly doubled in the past decade. 

These macro trends are having a profound 
impact on the spread of infectious disease.

As organizations and governments around 
the world ask for citizens to practice social 
distancing to help reduce the rate of 
infection, the digital world is allowing people 
to maintain connections and commerce like 
never before.

Source : https://www.visualcapitalist.com/
history-of-pandemics-deadliest/
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Life lessons from the history of lockdowns
NEW DELHI : Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s announcement of a national 
lockdown for 21 days is an unprecedented 
decision in Indian history. While this is an 
emergency measure in response to an 
imminent health security risk, this is not 
the first time that a government facing a 
huge threat decides to take an exceptional 
measure.

Lockdowns have existed throughout 
human history in different forms and for 
different reasons: either to stop a pandemic, 
or to fight against terrorism or technological 
disasters.

Learning about the history of lockdowns 
is not merely an intellectual exercise. For 
instance, it has been a great help to doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists and state institutions 
in order to respond actively and positively 
to the dangers of a pandemic like Covid-19. 
Let us not forget that isolation, quarantine, 
and total lockdown are recognized public 
health measures that have been used for a 
long time.

Pandemics have always been profoundly 
unpredictable events in history, due to the 
immense complexity of the interactions 
between viruses and humans. It is by 
using the language of health and purity 
that modern rationality has approved and 
administered the creation of boundaries, 
gated communities and quarantines—
distancing healthy society from the impure 
or unhealthy Other.

The image of the diseased person has 
often served as an isolation-reinforcing 
argument, signalling the moral and political 
imperatives of defending the integrity of a 
“healthy nation” against all those who are 
afflicted by the disease. The interventions 
may vary from behavioural changes like 
social distancing; quarantining infected 
patients; regional or national lockdowns. 
However, it is important to understand that 
modernity coupled with globalization has 
created its own dark side: pandemics like 
SARS and coronavirus, global terrorism 
and modern technological disasters like 
Chernobyl and Fukushima can have a 
worldwide impact.

Isolation and quarantine

The advent of pandemics in the history of 
humankind has always been accompanied 
by a series of social, political and 
economic measures. In 412 BC, Greek 
physician Hippocrates reported an 
epidemic that modem doctors believe 
was the first recorded reference of 
influenza. Subsequently, there were two 
major plague pandemics in Europe—the 
Plague of Justinian (from 600 AD) and 
the Black Death (from 1340s onward)—
followed by socio-political and economic 
consequences.

As such, each outbreak in the West was 
accompanied by the implementation of 
health regulations for its confinement. 
Isolating the plague patients was one of the 
measures practised in early modern Europe. 
A number of Italian city-states established 
quarantines as early as the 15th century to 
isolate those sick with plague.

The practice of confinement of those 
stricken by the plague was adopted by the 
European maritime powers like England and 
France during the 16th to the 18th centuries. 
London’s great plague of 1665 and the 
Marseilles outbreak in 1720 convinced 
the French and British administrations 
to enforce isolation measures in order to 
protect people from exposure to deadly 
diseases from overseas.

However, most historians go back to 
the outbreak of 1347-48. This reactive 
psychology against the patients of the 
Black Death was underlined by the Italian 
author Giovanni Boccaccio in his famous 
book The Decameron. According to him, 
“What gave more virulence to this plague 
was that by being communicated from 
the sick to the hale, it spread daily, like fire, 
when it comes in contact with large masses 
of combustibles. Nor was it caught only 
by conversing with, or coming near the 
sick, but even by touching their clothes, or 
anything that they had touched before.”

What was described by Boccaccio at the 
micro-level of individual psychology in 
relation to plague patients produced great 
economic and political changes at the level 

of state policies and commercial relation 
in modern Europe. The European maritime 
states adopted quarantine measures 
as part of their general mercantilist 
policies, establishing monopolistic trading 
companies.

Quarantine measures in early modern 
Europe not only helped to promote 
overseas commercial trade, but also served 
as an ideological function for the European 
states to stress on public welfare over 
private lives of the citizens. Also the English 
public became more aware of the dangers 
of the plague epidemic at the end of the 
18th century. Quarantine regulations were 
relaxed in the mid-19th century.

Modern pandemics

The end of the plague pandemic in Europe 
did not mean necessarily that the world 
was free from all infectious diseases. The 
modern magnitude and gravity of some 
widespread diseases conferred upon 
them a social, economic, and political 
significance outweighing those of the 
two world wars in the 20th century. The 
influenza pandemic of 1918 caused 50 
million deaths worldwide.

Since 1957, influenza pandemics have killed 
a million people. With the new infectious 
diseases such as SARS and Avian flu 
having a disastrous influence on the global 
economy and international politics, many 
developed states around the world had to 
take severe measures.

The outbreak of SARS in November 2002 
in China infected more than 5,300 people 
and killed 349 nationwide. However, the 
SARS crisis led the Chinese government 
to take draconian measures to strengthen 
its authority while sealing off villages, 
apartment complexes, and university 
campuses and putting hundreds of 
thousands of people in confinement. 
The anti-SARS lockdown policy in China 
in 2003, followed by a comprehensive 
epidemic control plan, taught China how to 
contain the coronavirus outbreak in 2020.

The fact that China’s aggressive measures 
have slowed the coronavirus does not 
mean that a global surveillance system for 
pandemic prevention has become a reality. 
Containing pandemics is not an easy task 
for governments and civil societies around 
the globe. Successful containment would 
depend on many factors, including tracing 
exposed individuals, vaccinating the 
threatened population and decontaminating 
places and things. Individual isolation and 
national lockdowns have not been replaced 
thus far.

The nuclear lockdowns

Some of the more recent examples of 
lockdowns have taken place thanks to 
nuclear accidents, like those in Chernobyl 
and Fukushima. The nuclear accident on 
26 April 1986, at the Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant, near the city of Pripyat in the 
north of Ukraine, is considered as the worst 
nuclear disaster in history. Today, nearly 35 
years after the accident, it is still difficult 
to quantify the impacts of the accident, 
either in terms of public health or in terms of 
economic and social costs.

The numbers of victims were staggering: 
650,000 workers were directly involved in 
fighting the fire, assisting evacuees, and 
cleaning up. About 90,000 people had 
been evacuated from the 30km-radius, 
which included the thriving city of Pripyat 
and more than 70 other settlements. 
Additionally, 77 administrative districts in 
12 regions of Ukraine, including more than 
1,500 villages, residential areas, and towns, 
were heavily contaminated with radioactive 
material.

Soon after the accident, the Soviet army 
locked down an area of 30km-radius 
from the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. 
Later the radius was changed to cover a 
much larger area of Ukraine. Known by the 
name of “The Exclusion Zone”, the locked 
down area was initially divided into three 
subzones: the area immediately adjacent to 
the reactor where the incident happened; 
an area of approximately 10km-radius from 
the reactor; and the remaining 30km-zone.

Considered as the radioactive 
contaminated area, “The Exclusion Zone” 
was totally closed to public access and it 
was under full military control. For more 
than two decades, Soviet and Ukrainian 
authorities maintained the zone around the 
reactor, including the city of Pripyat, once 
home to 50,000 people.

It is interesting to note that in the memory 
of Ukrainians and Russians the horrific 
disaster of Chernobyl was compared to an 
act of war. As if the lockdown was a victory 
against a foreign enemy which has invaded 
the country. No one better than Svetlana 
Alexievich, the winner of the Nobel Prize 
of Literature in 2015, has analysed this 
muddling of the two concepts of “war” 
and “disaster” in her book Voices From 
Chernobyl: The Oral History Of A Nuclear 
Disaster.

In this book, she argues: “In Chernobyl, 
we see all the hallmarks of war: hordes of 
soldiers, evacuation, abandoned houses. 
The course of life disrupted. Reports on 
Chernobyl in the newspapers are thick with 
the language of war: ‘nuclear’, ‘explosion’, 
‘heroes’. And this makes it harder to 
appreciate that we now find ourselves on a 
new page of history. The history of disasters 
has begun.”

Consequently, even pandemics, 
emergencies and lockdowns have their 
own heroes. Let us not forget that today, 
nine years after Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear disaster, the Japanese continue 
to consider the courageous group of 
firefighters, employees of the nuclear 
plant, and members of the Japanese Self 
Defense Forces as their heroes. But even if 
disasters and lockdowns do not last forever, 
sometimes heroism and tragedy are put 
together and turn into a subject of tourist 
attraction. It is ironic that Chernobyl, that 
is the site of the worst nuclear disaster in 
modern times, which resulted in thousands 
of deaths, is today an official tourist 
attraction in Ukraine.

According to Greenpeace, the final death 
toll of Chernobyl, mostly related to cancer 
deaths, is estimated up to 200,000 
fatalities. Chernobyl has become one of 
the most blatant examples of what we 

can call “dark lockdown”, a term that can 
be associated with death and suffering of 
innocent people such as the 9/11 tragedy 
in New York.

The terrorist lockdowns

Not surprisingly, most of the famous 
examples of national lockdowns in the 
past two decades around the world have 
been related to terrorist attacks. Like 
pandemics, global terrorism is a side effect 
of a globalized world as ours. 11 September 
2001 will be forever remembered as one of 
the most horrific terrorist attacks in modern 
times.

The attacks caught America and its 
leaders completely off guard, but it was 
immediately followed by a three-day 
lockdown of American civilian airspace. 
All incoming international flights were 
diverted to Canada. Washington airspace 
restrictions were severely tightened after 
the 9/11 attacks, but the most severe 
lockdown happened in New York. Bridges 
and tunnels to Manhattan were closed to 
non-emergency traffic in both directions. 
As a result, there was interruption of food 
deliveries to restaurants and groceries.

All public schools, colleges, daycares 
and universities in New York and in the 
Washington, D.C., were also closed. The 
9/11 lockdown might have been short term, 
but it had a long-term effect on the social 
and political behaviour of the American 
institutions and citizens. It increased 
anti-Muslim feelings and segregation in 
certain American cities, limited American 
democracy with an anti-terrorist laws, 
extended privatization of the public sector 
and restricted the use of public spaces.

These are modes of behaviour and 
governmental decisions which have usually 
accompanied nationwide lockdowns 
around the world.

In the wake of a series of coordinated 
terrorist attacks in Paris by the Islamic State 
organization on 13 November 2015, the 
Belgian government imposed a security 
lockdown of four days. A terror alert 
across the Brussels metropolitan area led 
to the closure of shops, schools, public 
transportation and the prohibition of any 
gatherings for a period of four days. This 
is similar to the Boston lockdown, after 
the Boston Marathon bombing on 15 April 
2013. Thanks to the shutdown, one of the 
bombers, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, died after the 
shootout.

So, it goes without saying that recent 
lockdowns, as a response to pandemics, 
terrorism or natural or technological 
disasters, have saved lives. Lockdown, 
confinement and isolation are words which 
are used today positively in the battle 
against the coronavirus around the world.

As they say in French, isolation is nothing 
but a bad solitude. But today, isolation can 
save lives. Self-isolation is now part of our 
everyday philosophy of life.

Source : https://www.livemint.com/news/
india/life-lessons-from-the-history-of-
lockdowns-11585312953744.html
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Law On Damages For Breach Of Contract
In the times of COVID-19, as the world 
has come to a standstill, innumerable 
contracts would be in a state of stasis, 
having remained unexecuted or only 
partially executed, performance not 
having taken place or having become 
impossible, payments not made or 
not entirely made, many contractual 
promises unfulfilled. We do not know the 
future post COVID-19 but experts have 
warned of an economic catastrophe. 
Many contracts may continue to remain 
unperformed. We can assume that there 
may be a spurt in cases where parties 
seek damages for non-performance of 
contracts. India would be no exception. 
Contractual damages primarily find their 
source in law in Sections 73 and 74 of 
the Contract Act, 1872, of which Section 
73 pertains to damages in general and 
Section 74 deals with what is generally 
known as “liquidated damages”.

This piece focuses on the general 
principles of the law on damages for 
breach of contract under Section 73. It 
does not cover principles pertaining to 
liquidated damages covered by Section 
74 or any aspects of the third paragraph 
of Section 73, that is, compensation 
for failure to discharge obligations 
resembling those created by a contract 
or of any quantum meruit claimss.

The main body of Section 73 is 
reproduced hereinbelow:

73. Compensation of loss or damage 
caused by breach of contract

When a contract has been broken, the 
party who suffers by such breach is 
entitled to receive, from the party who 
has broken the contract, compensation 
for any loss or damage caused to him 
thereby, which naturally arose in the 
usual course of things from such breach, 
or which the parties knew, when they 
made the contract, to be likely to result 
from the breach of it.

Such compensation is not to be given for 
any remote and indirect loss or damage 
sustained by reason of the breach.

Compensation for failure to discharge 
obligation resembling those created by 
contract: When an obligation resembling 
those created by contract has been 
incurred and has not been discharged, 
any person injured by the failure to 
discharge it is entitled to receive the same 
compensation from the party in default, 
as if such person had contracted to 
discharge it and had broken his contract.

Explanation: In estimating the loss 
or damage arising from a breach of 
contract, the means which existed of 
remedying the inconvenience caused by 
non-performance of the contract must 
be taken into account.

Illustrations:

The principles of law on contractual 
damages under Section 73 of the 
Contract Act have been evolved by the 
Supreme Court in its numerous decisions 
on the issue and I have attempted to 
concisely enumerate and explain them 
hereinbelow:

(1) Section 73 begins with the words 
“When a contract has been broken”, 
signifying that:

(a) The existence of a concluded 
contract is a sine qua non in a claim for 
compensation under Section 73. In 
the absence of a concluded contract, 
a claim under Section 73 would not be 
maintainable.[1] Moreover, the contract 
must be valid and not void under any of 
the provisions of the Contract Act[2], 
nor should it have become impossible of 
performance (unless such impossibility 
arises from an act of the defaulter or was 
anticipated and guarded against in the 
contract). However, it may be borne in 
mind that, in the case of void agreements, 
Section 65 of the Contract Act stipulates 
restitution of any advantage gained 
thereunder.

(b) It is only upon a breach of contract 
that there can be any question of 

awarding damages under this provision. 
The plaintiff is required to prove that there 
is a breach of contract by the defendant. 
Further, if the plaintiff has contributed to 
the breach, he cannot claim damages.
[3] Certain eventualities, such as those 
contemplated in Sections 53, 54, 63, 67 
of the Contract Act, could also bar a party 
from claiming damages.

(2) A contract cannot provide that one 
party will be the arbiter to decide whether 
he committed breach or the other party 
committed breach. That question can 
only be decided by only an adjudicatory 
forum, that is, a court or an Arbitral 
Tribunal.[4]

(3) Compensation is payable for breach 

of contract only where damage or loss is 
caused by such breach. If damage or loss 
is not suffered, the law does not provide 
for a windfall.[5] In other words, damage 
or loss caused is a sine qua non for award 
of compensation. Where there has been 
no legal injury in consequence of the 
breach, there cannot be an award of 
compensation, because compensation 
for breach of contract can be awarded 
to make good loss or damage which 
“naturally arose in the usual course 
of things from such breach, or which 
the parties knew, when they made the 
contract, to be likely to result from the 
breach”.

(4) A casual connection between the 
breach and the loss is a prerequisite for 
an award of damages. The Supreme 
Court[6] has relied upon the following 
observations from Chitty on Contracts: 
“There must be a causal connection 
between the defendant’s breach of 
contract and the plaintiff’s loss. The 
courts have avoided laying down any 
formal tests for causation: they have 
relied on common sense to guide 
decisions as to whether a breach of 
contract is a sufficiently substantial cause 
of the plaintiff’s loss.” In the facts of that 
case, the court held that the breach alone 
was not the cause for loss of anticipated 
profits, much less was it the primary or 
dominant reason.

(5) Normally, the burden of proving that 
the party claiming damages has sustained 
damages and the measure of damages 
falls on the party claiming damages.[7] 
What proof would be sufficient would 
depend on the facts and circumstances 
of the case. Moreover, in the case of 
some claims, such as loss of profit claims, 
it may not always be possible to prove the 
claim. The court has, on occasion, relied 
upon notional percentage of the contract 
price or investment to arrive at a figure 
of estimated loss of profit and awarded 
damages accordingly.[8]

(6) The first paragraph of Section 73 
speaks of compensation “which naturally 
arose in the usual course of things from 
such breach, or which the parties knew, 
when they made the contract, to be 
likely to result from the breach of it”. The 
second paragraph of Section 73 prohibits 
award of compensation for “any remote 
and indirect loss or damage sustained 
by reason of the breach.” The law is 
therefore clear that remote and indirect 
loss is not awardable by way of damages 

for breach of contract.[9] As to what is a 
remote or indirect loss is something which 
the law cannot pre-determine since it is 
something the court must decide on the 
fact and circumstances of each case.

In one case[10], relying upon Illustration 
(k) to Section 73, the Supreme Court 
held that where the parties did not know, 
on the date of making of the contract 
which was subsequently breached that 
the innocent party was to ultimately sell 
the goods to a third party on a future date, 
the parties could not have known of the 
likelihood of the loss actually suffered 
on this account by the innocent party 
and this loss was therefore a remote and 
indirect loss not awardable.

(7) The Explanation to Section 73 
imposes on the plaintiff a duty to take 
all reasonable steps to mitigate the loss 
consequent upon the breach, and debars 
him from claiming any part of the damage 
which is due to neglect to take such 
steps.[11]

(8) It is settled law that damages become 
due on the date when the breach of 
contract takes place, and are normally 
assessed by the reference to the date 
or time of breach.[12] This rule is based 
on the principle that the injured party 
is presumed to be in knowledge of the 
breach as soon as it is committed and 
at that time he can take appropriate 
measures of mitigation to control the loss 
flowing from the breach. However courts 
may deviate from the aforesaid rule and 
fix appropriate date in the facts and 
circumstance of a case if the aforesaid 
presumptions cannot be established or 
it would not be reasonable to follow the 
rule.[13]

An interesting case arose before the 
Privy Council[14] in the context of certain 
share purchase agreements where the 
purchaser, on the date of delivery, refused 
to buy the shares. The shares had largely 
fallen in value on the date of the breach. 
Upon the breach by the purchaser, 
the seller did not sell the shares in the 
market on the date of the breach but 
subsequently sold them in tranches, 
predominantly at higher prices. The 
question which arose for consideration 
was whether the purchaser was entitled 
to the benefit of the higher price fetched 
by the seller on subsequent dates. These 
observations of the Privy Council are 
noteworthy:

“The question therefore is the general 
question and may be stated thus: In a 
contract for sale of negotiable securities, 
is the measure of damages for breach the 
difference between the contract price 
and the market price at the date of the 
breach – with an obligation on the part 
of the seller to mitigate the damages by 
getting the best price he can at the date 
of the breach – or is the seller bound 
to reduce the damages, if he can, by 
subsequent sales at better prices? If he 
is, and if the purchaser is entitled to the 
benefit of subsequent sales, it must also 
be true that he must bear the burden of 
subsequent losses. The latter proposition 
is in their Lordships’ opinion impossible, 
and the former is equally unsound. If the 
seller retains the shares after the breach, 

the speculation as to the way the market 
will subsequently go is the speculation 
of the seller, not of the buyer; the seller 
cannot recover from the buyer the loss 
below the market price at the date of 
the breach if the market falls, nor is he 
liable to the purchaser for the profit if the 
market rises.”

“It is undoubted law that a plaintiff who 
sues for damages owes the duty of taking 
all reasonable steps to mitigate the loss 
consequent upon the breach and cannot 
claim as damages any sum which is due 
to his own neglect. But the loss to be 
ascertained is the loss at the date of the 
breach. If at that date the plaintiff could 
do something or did something which 
mitigated the damage, the defendant is 
entitled to the benefit of it. Staniforth v. 
Lyall is an illustration of this. But the fact 
that by reason of the loss of the contract 
which the defendant has failed to perform 
the plaintiff obtains the benefit of another 
contract which is of value to him does not 
entitle the defendant to the benefit of the 
latter contract: Yates v. Whyte; Bradburn 
v. Great Western Railway; Jebsen v. East 
and West India Dock Co.”

“Their Lordships find that upon the 
appeal the officiating Chief Judge rested 
his judgment on a finding that the seller 
reduced his loss by selling the shares at 
a higher price than obtained at the date 
of the breach. This begs the question by 
assuming that loss means loss generally, 
not loss at the date of the breach. The 
seller’s loss at the date of the breach was 
and remained the difference between 
contract price and market price at that 
date. When the buyer committed this 
breach the seller remained entitled to the 
shares, and became entitled to damages 
such as the law allows. The first of these 
two properties, namely, the shares, he 
kept for a time and subsequently sold 
them in a rising market. His pocket 
received benefit, but his loss at the date 
of the breach remained unaffected.”

(9) The general principle for the 
assessment or measure of damages 
is compensatory i.e. that the innocent 
party is to be placed, so far as money 
can do so, in the same position, as far 
as compensation in money can do it, 
as if the contract had been performed. 
The Latin terms for this is restitutio in 
integrum. The fundamental basis thus 
is compensation for the pecuniary loss 
which naturally flows from the breach.
[15] This is known as “expectation 
interest” or “expectation loss”, which 
includes within its sweep, loss of profit 
too. It is held that a claim by a contractor 
for recovery of amount as damages as 
expected profit out of contract cannot be 
disallowed on ground that there was no 
proof that he suffered actual loss to the 
extent of amount claimed on account 
of breach of contract.[16] In a case 
pertaining to works contract, where the 
party entrusting the work committed 
breach of contract, the contractor is 
entitled to claim the damages for loss 
of profit which he expected to earn 
by undertaking the works contract. 
What would be the measure of profit 
would depend upon the facts and 
circumstances of each case. But that 
there shall be a reasonable expectation 
of profit is implicit in a works contract and 
its loss has to be compensated by way of 
damages if the other party to the contract 
is guilty of breach of contract cannot be 
gainsaid.[17]

There is also a concept known as 
“reliance loss”, the purpose of which is 
to put the plaintiff in the position in which 
he would have been if the contract had 
never been made. This loss may include 
expenses incurred in preparation by 
the innocent party’s own performance, 
expenses incurred after the breach 
or even pre-contract expenditure but 
subject to remoteness. Ordinarily a party 
cannot recover both “expectation loss” 
and “reliance loss” since that would 
amount to double counting. The principle 
of “reliance loss” and its pitfalls, such 
as awarding the plaintiff for his own in 
efficiency or for making a bad bargain, 
have been briefly discussed by the 
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Religious Freedom Conditions In India On A 
Drastic Downward Trend : US Commission On 

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
Observing that the religious freedom 
conditions in India experienced a ‘drastic 
downward trend in 2019’, the United States 
Commission on International Religious 
Freedom recommended designation of 
India as a “Country of Particular Concern” 
in its annual report released on Wednesday.

This is the first time since 2004 that USCIRF 
recommends India as a Country of Particular 
Concern. India has been placed alongside 
Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, Nigeria, North 
Korea, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Vietnam.

“In 2019, religious freedom conditions in 
India experienced a drastic turn downward, 
with religious minorities under increasing 
assault. Following the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) re-election in May, the 
national government used its strengthened 
parliamentary majority to institute national 
level policies violating religious freedom 
across India, especially for Muslims. The 
national government allowed violence 
against minorities and their houses of 
worship to continue with impunity, and also 
engaged in and tolerated hate speech and 
incitement to violence”, stated the USCIRF 
in its 2020 Annual Report.

The United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom is a U.S. 
federal government commission created 
by the International Religious Freedom 
Act of 1998. USCIRF Commissioners 
are appointed by the President and the 
leadership of both political parties in the 
Senate and the House of Representatives.

The Commission particularly noted the 
developments of enactment of Citizenship 
Amendment Act 2019, publication of final 
Assam-NRC list, proceedings in Foreigners 
Tribunals in Assam, proposal to bring 
nationwide National Register of Citizens, 
crackdown on anti CAA-NRC protesters, 

lockdown in Jammu and Kashmir, lynchings 
in the name of cow-protection, and the riots 
which engulfed parts of Delhi in February 
2020.

“During 2019, discriminatory policies, 
inflammatory rhetoric, and tolerance for 
violence against minorities at the national, 
state, and local level increased the climate of 
fear among non-Hindu communities. After 
the reporting period, India continued on this 
negative trajectory. In February 2020, three 
days of violence erupted in Delhi with mobs 
attacking Muslim neighborhoods. There 
were reports of Delhi police, operating under 
the Home Ministry’s authority, failing to halt 
attacks and even directly participating in 
the violence. At least 50 people were killed”, 
the report stated on Delhi riots.

The Commission observed that throughout 
2019, the government created a “culture 
of impunity for nationwide campaigns of 
harassment and violence against religious 

minorities”.

The Commission has recommended US 
Government, inter-alia, to “impose targeted 
sanctions on Indian government agencies 
and officials responsible for severe 
violations of religious freedom by freezing 
those individuals’ assets and/or barring 
their entry into the United States”.

Dissenting voices

Three out of the ten USICRF 
Commissioners, Gary Bauer, Johnnie 
Lee and Tenzin Dorje, dissented with the 
majority recommendations.

“The trend line on religious freedom in 
India is not reassuring. But India is not the 
equivalent of communist China, which 
wages war on all faiths; nor of North Korea, 
a prison masquerading as a country; nor 
of Iran, whose Islamic extremist leaders 
regularly threaten to unleash a second 
Holocaust”, observed Gary Bauer in his 

dissenting note.

Tenzin Dorje, a Tibetan refugee, too voiced 
similar views, while expressing reservations 
about CAA.

“By and large, the press freely reported 
both anti-and pro-CAA voices and chief 
ministers of states such as Kerala decided 
not to implement the CAA. The Supreme 
Court of India has been asked to adjudicate 
on its constitutionality. India is a free and 
open democratic society that allows for all 
possibilities; therefore, India is not a CPC 
country”, he remarked.

“I am gravely concerned that political 
and inter-communal strife will be further 
exacerbated by religious tensions, yet 
I am also heartened that India remains 
the world’s largest democracy, governed 
by a pristine constitution, and I am also 
encouraged that this great nation is a 
tremendous friend and ally of the United 
States”, said Johnnie Lee.

The Government of India has reacted 
sharply to the USCIRF report, terming it 
“biased”.

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Anurag 
Srivastava said, “We reject the observations 
on India in the USCIRF Annual Report. Its 
biased and tendentious comments against 
India are not new. But on this occasion, 
its misrepresentation has reached new 
levels. It has not been able to carry its own 
Commissioners in its endeavour. We regard 
it as an organisation of particular concern 
and will treat it accordingly.”

Source : https://www.livelaw.in/
foreign-international/religious-freedom-
c o n d i t i o n s - i n - i n d i a - o n - a - d r a s t i c -
d o w n w a r d - t r e n d - u s - c o m m i s s i o n -
on-international-rel igious-freedom-
uscirf-155932

Supreme Court in a recent case.[18]

(10) In the assessment of damages, 
the court must consider only strict legal 
obligations, and not the expectations, 
however reasonable, of one contractor 
that the other will do something that 
he has assumed no legal obligation to 
do.[19]

(11) There is nothing in the Contract Act 
which lays down the mode and manner 
of computation of damages. The method 
used for computation of damages would 
depend upon the facts and circumstances 
of each case. How the quantum of 
damages is to be determined is a matter 
which would fall for the decision of court 
/ tribunal, which may insist on some proof 
of actual damages, and may or may not 
allow the parties to take recourse to one 
formula or the other. In a given case, the 
court of law or an arbitrator may even 
prefer one formula as against another. 
Different formulae can be applied in 
different circumstances and the question 
as to whether damages should be 
computed by taking recourse to one or 
the other formula, having regard to the 
facts and circumstances of a particular 
case, would eminently fall within the 
domain of the court / tribunal. [20]

(12) In one case, it was held that no 
damages are payable for mental agony in 
cases of breach of ordinary commercial 
contracts.[21] In another case, it has 
been held that it is only the natural person 
who can claim damages for mental 
harassment and not the corporate entity.
[22]

Before parting, one significant feature 
of damages needs to be referred to and 
this cannot be done in any manner better 
than by reproducing the law as stated by 
Chagla C.J.[23]:

“In my opinion it would not be true to say 
that a person who commits a breach of 

the contract incurs any pecuniary liability, 
nor would it be true to say that the other 
party to the contract who complains of the 
breach has any amount due to him from 
the other party. As already stated, the only 
right which he has is the right to go to a 
court of law and recover damages. Now, 
damages are the compensation which a 
court of law gives to a party for the injury 
which he has sustained. But, and this is 
most important to note, he does not get 
damages or compensation by reason of 
any existing obligation on the part of the 
person who has committed the breach. 
He gets compensation as a result of the 
fiat of the court. Therefore, no pecuniary 
liability arises till the court has determined 
that the party complaining of the breach 
is entitled to damages. Therefore, when 
damages are assessed, it would not be 
true to say that what the court is doing 
is ascertaining a pecuniary liability which 
already existed. The court in the first place 
must decide that the defendant is liable 
and then it proceeds to assess what that 
liability is. But till that determination there 
is no liability at all upon the defendant.”

This view was approved by the Supreme 
Court which, on the basis of this 
proposition of law, held that a claim for 
damages for breach of contract is not a 
claim for a sum presently due and payable.
[24] However, in a recent case arising 
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, 2016 (IBC), the Supreme Court 
held that, in view of the definitions of 
“claim” and “debt” in the IBC, “debt” in 
the context of IBC is a liability or obligation 
in respect of a right to payment, even if it 
arises out of breach of contract, which 
is due from any person, notwithstanding 
that there is no adjudication of the said 
breach, followed by a judgment or decree 
or order.[25]

Conclusion:

Post Covid-19, these issues are likely to 
arise in courts across the country and 

the law on damages would assume great 
significance. It would be interesting to see 
how the law evolves further as courts deal 
with such cases.

(Amrita Thakore is an advocate of Gujarat 
High Court)
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Source : https://www.livelaw.in/know-
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Fallacy Of Supreme Court’s Concern 
Over Revision Of Reservation Lists

On 22nd April, a five-judge bench delivered 
a judgment authored by Justice Arun 
Mishra in Chebrolu Leela Prasad Rao & Ors. 
v. State of A.P. and Ors., wherein the bench 
made the following observations which 
have captured the attention of various 
stakeholders.

“Now there is a cry within the reserved 
classes. By now, there are affluents and 
socially and economically advanced 
classes within Scheduled Classes and 
Scheduled Tribes. There is voice by 
deprived persons of social upliftment of 
some of the SCs and STs, but they still do 
not permit benefits to trickle down to the 
needy. Thus, there is a struggle within, as to 
worthiness for entitlement within reserved 
classes of SCs and STs and other backward 
classes.

In our opinion, it was rightly urged by Dr. 
Rajeev Dhawan that the Government is 
required to revise the lists. It can be done 
presently without disturbing the percentage 
of reservation so that benefits trickle down 
to the needy and are not usurped by those 
classes who have come up after obtaining 
the benefits for the last 70 years or after 
their inclusion in the list. The Government 
is duty-bound to undertake such an 
exercise as observed in Indra Sawhney 
and as constitutionally envisaged. The 
Government to take appropriate steps 
in this regard.” Before discussing the 
socio-legal implications of the above 
observations, it must be made clear that 
the constitution bench was called upon 
to decide on a specific set of questions 
referred to it by a two-judge bench. The 
revision of the lists as felt necessary by the 
bench was not at all in question. Initially, the 
bench itself made some observations in this 
regard and subsequently drew legitimacy 
for its findings from advocate Rajeev 
Dhawan’s statement, without inserting his 
full submission in the judgment. Thus, the 
court went beyond what it was asked to do.

In the paragraph quoted above, the 
bench said that now there are affluent 
and advanced members within the SCs 
and STs, though, it did not provide any 
empirical data to support its argument. 
The reality of reservation benefits is that it 
is largely limited to the lower cadre posts. 
The top positions and public institutions, 
in fact, exhibit upper-caste monopoly in 
India. The number of the members of SCs 
or STs occupying affluent positions, such 
as Supreme Court and High Court judges, 
professors, vice-chancellors, secretaries, 
joint secretaries, directors, commissioners, 
etc. is negligible, and in some cases, almost 
nil. There may be exceptions, but policies 
are never made based on exceptions to the 
generality of the society.

In the absence of empirical proof to the 
contrary, the “affluence” theory as put 
forward by the bench falls short of a 
reasoned order. It is a perceptionist text 
rather than a rational one, with an aim of 
extending benfit to largest numbers. Thus, 
what the court presented as the whole truth, 
is true only to a limited extend. The very 
fact that there are only a limited number 
of judges functioning as High Court and 
Supreme Court judges from the SC/ST is 
the most accessible data and speaks loud 
and clear as to the level of “affluence”, and 

the skewed representative character of 
the institution. In some of the High Courts, 
appointment from Dalit community has not 
made even for a decade.

Moreover, getting a government job does 
not guarantee that a dalit is free from 
caste-based discrimination. Many times 
discrimination and harassment begin 
in multiple new forms after getting a 
government job, which, in some cases, has 
led to suicides as well. In such a situation, 
one wonders, how much “affluent and 
advanced” dalits become, after getting 
government jobs!.

To apply the “affluence” principle to the SCs 
and STs also, the Court has not followed the 
precedents in its form. The bench cited a 
long paragraph from the nine-judge bench 

judgment in Indra Sawhney and Ors. v. Union 
of India and Ors., (1992) which explained 
as to why the advanced members of the 
backward classes should be excluded 
from reservation (emphasis added). While 
citing the relevant paragraph from the Indra 
Sawhney decision, the bench highlighted in 
bold letters the following sentence: “For by 
giving them the benefit of reservation, other 
disadvantaged members of that backward 
class may be deprived of that benefit.” 
At the same time, the bench ignored the 
word of caution added by the seven-judge 
bench at the end of the paragraph that 
“This discussion is confined to OBC only 
and has no relevance in the case of SCs 
and STs”. Similarly, to support its intention 
to revise the lists, the bench quoted the 
following sentence from the Indra Sawhney 
judgment: “that does not mean that those 
lists are meant to be sacrosanct and 
unalterable”. However, the bench missed 
out the fact that the observation was 
actually made by the nine-judge bench in 
the context of reservation to the OBCs only. 

Thus, the bench in the present case chose 
to read the Indra Sawhney judgment as per 
its convenience. It stressed on the revision 
of the lists unconstitutionally, the reasons 
for which are not difficult to comprehend.

Most importantly, while suggesting the 
“affluence” theory, the bench overlooked 
the rational of providing for reservation, that 
is inadequate representation in the services 
of the State as explicit under Article 16(4) 
of the Constitution and the Indra Sawhney 
judgment.It suggested introduction of 
the “creamy layer” concept in respect of 
reservation for SCs and STs also, which is 
unconstitutional

Another part of the judgement that 
deserves scrutiny is the following:

“It was envisaged that social disparities, 
economic and backwardness should be 
wiped out within a period of 10 years, but 
gradually, amendments have been made, 
and there is no review of the lists nor the 
provisions of the reservation have come 
to an end. … It is very hard for any elected 
government to have the political will to 
meet with the challenges arising out of the 
aforesaid scenario. …”

It is evident that the court was wrong while 
referring to the ten-year limit in the context 
of reservation in employment, because the 
said limit was originally made applicable 
in relation to reservation of seats for SCs 
and STs in the House of the People and 
the Legislative Assemblies of the states 
under Article 334. The statement from 
SC perpetuates the confusion about the 
reservation law and caters to the popular 
sentiment against reservation.

In the above-cited paragraph, the bench 
while talking about the political will of an 
elected government certainly suggested 

that the judiciary can do what a government 
finds difficult. The way the bench has made 
the aforesaid observations, seemingly, 
it is looking at issues from government’s 
perspective, it is not the business of the 
court to frame policies or substitute. The 
observations suits the political executive 
as it can disclaim any responsibility and put 
onus on courts.

So far as the implementation of the court’s 
conclusion on the lists is concerned, the 
government cannot take any action as of 
now, because the court neither “ordered” 
nor “directed” it to do so. However, it is 
definitely a beginning of an unpleasant 
exercise open to abuse in future.

The social implications of the court’s 
findings may have far reaching effects. 

By dividing the members of SCs and STs 
into the affluent and the deprived groups, 
the observation of the bench may weaken 
the solidarity they share against the 
oppressive institutions. The observations 
though made with right intentions, has 
affected the very cause of Dalits in the 
country. Particularly, in our country, it is a 
norm to record “not-found-suitable” (NFS) 
remark by the interview boards in respect 
of the candidates of SCs and STs during 
interviews, especially in recruitments to 
higher echelons of the government.

Indeed, the bench has rightly pointed 
out that the benefits do not trickle down, 
however, the blame on the so called 
“affluent” members of the SCs and STs 
seems misplaced and not data driven.

Source : https://www.livelaw.in/columns/
fallacy-of-supreme-courts-concern-over-
revision-of-reservation-lists-155929
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History and development of
Arbitration Law in India

The only female founder of the American 
Arbitration Association Frances Kellor in 
her book, ‘American Arbitration: Its History, 
Functions and Achievements’ has put it 
pithily when she said “Of all mankind’s 
adventures in search of peace and justice, 
arbitration is amongst the earliest. Long 
before laws were established, or courts were 
organized, or judges formulated principles 
of law, men had resorted to arbitration for 
the resolving of discord, the adjustment 
of differences, and the settlement of 
disputes.” As per the biblical theory, King 
Solomon was the first arbitrator when he 
settled the issue between two women who 
were claiming to be the mother of a baby 
boy. Some authors have also asserted that 
the procedure used by King Solomon was 
similar to that used in arbitrations today. 
Arbitration was also used by Philip the 
Second, the father of Alexander the Great, 
for settlement of territorial disputes in 
Greece as far back as 337 B.C. Incidentally, 
around 600 B.C., in a dispute between 
Athens and Megara, for the possession of 
island of Salamis, the matter was referred to 
five Spartan judges who eventually allotted 
the island to Athens. Thus, International 
Arbitration can readily be traced back to the 
ancient world.

The course of arbitration flourished 
in India since the end of nineteenth 
century. Arbitration in India was statutorily 
recognized as form of dispute resolution 
for the first time when Indian Arbitration 
Act, 1899 was enacted however, it was 
confined to the three presidency towns only 
i.e. Madras, Bombay and Calcutta. It was 
further codified in Section 89 and Schedule 
II of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
where provisions of arbitration got extended 
to different regions of British India to which 
the Act of 1899 was not extended. The Act 
of 1899 and the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908 were found to be 
inexpedient and more technical and thus, 
Arbitration Act, 1940 came into existence 
and repealed the Act of 1899 along with 
the relevant provisions of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908. The Act of 1940 was a 
reflection of the English Arbitration Act, 
1934 and was a comprehensive legislation 
on the subject but it had no provisions to 
deal with enforcement of foreign awards 
and hence, dealt only with domestic 
arbitrations. The Act of 1940 could not 
achieve its purpose as its working was far 
from satisfactory. Justice D.A. Desai voiced 
the malaise of the Indian courts and the 
ineffective working of the 1940 Act in Guru 
Nanak Foundation v Rattan Singh, (1981) 4 
SCC 634, wherein he succinctly stated:

Though, the 1940 Act attracted severe 
criticism and adverse remarks from the 
Courts however, no amendments were 
brought in to improve the working of the 
1940 Act. After the economic liberalisation 
in the year 1991, steps were taken to 
attract foreign investment which required 
a comfortable business environment and 
ease of doing business. For the said reason, 
Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 came 
into force and repealed the Act of 1940. 
Interestingly, the Act of 1996 was based 
on UNCITRAL Model Law on International 
Commercial Arbitration, 1985 and covered 
both domestic and international arbitration. 

The main reason for introducing the Act of 
1996 was to curb delays in arbitration.

In the working of the 1996 Act, a controversy 
arose when the Supreme Court of India 
in the case of Bhatia International v. Bulk 
Trading S.A. and Another (2002) 4 SCC 
105, held that Part I of the 1996 Act will 
apply even to arbitrations seated outside 
India unless it was expressly or impliedly 
excluded. In a similar vein, the Supreme 
Court gave the judgment in Venture Global 
Engineering v Satyam Computer Services 
td (2008) 4 SCC 190. These decisions were 
widely criticized for adopting a regressive 
approach. This issue was thereafter, settled 
in Bharat Aluminium and Co. v. Kaiser 
Aluminium and Co., (2012) 9 SCC 552, in 
which the Supreme Court held that Part 
I of the Act does not apply to Part II of the 
Act. As per the judgement in BALCO, the 
Courts in India could not entertain interim 
applications under Section 9 of the Act 
in foreign seated arbitrations which were 
governed by Part II of the Act.

Despite the best efforts of the legislature to 

make India a robust hub of arbitration, the 
1996 Act suffered from various problems 
including high costs and too much 
intervention of Courts. Under the 1996 Act, 
a challenge to an Award under Section 34 
would make an Award inexecutable as there 
was a practice of granting an Automatic 
Stay on the execution of Award the moment 
Section 34 was filed. Further, there was no 
time limit for making an arbitral award due 
to which, arbitral proceedings continued for 
years. Another issue with 1996 Act was that 
some of the Arbitrators charged exorbitant 
fee which was against the ethos of the Act 
of 1996.

To address these concerns, on April 8, 
2010, the Ministry of Law and Justice 
invited suggestions from eminent lawyers, 
jurists and legal experts of the country 
regarding the functioning of the Act of 1996. 
Thereafter, the Arbitration and Conciliation 
(Amendment) Act, 2015 was passed and 
certain amendments were made in the 
1996 Act. Interestingly, a proviso to Section 
2(2) was added which provided that 
subject to an agreement to the contrary, the 
provisions of Sections 9, 27 and clause (a) 
of sub-section (1) and sub-section (3) of 
Section 37 shall also apply to international 
commercial arbitrations. Moreover, Section 
9 was also amended to state that once 
the arbitral tribunal is constituted, the 
Court shall not entertain an application 
unless circumstances demand so, thereby, 

minimizing the intervention of the Court. 
Additionally, Section 17 was also amended 
and teeth were given to the Order passed by 
the Arbitral Tribunal. The amendment gave 
the arbitral tribunal all powers of the Court 
under Section 9. Incidentally, the time limit 
for making an arbitral award was fixed to 
be twelve months after the arbitral tribunal 
was constituted and this was inserted in 
the Act of 1996 by virtue of Section 29A 
(2015 amendment). Section 34 of the Act 
of 1996 was also amended and the scope 
of interference by Courts was reduced. As 
per the amended Section 34, an award will 
be against public policy of India only if it 
was affected by fraud or corruption, it is in 
contravention with the fundamental policy 
of Indian law; or it is in conflict with the most 
basic notions of morality or justice.

A major issue which was brought about 
by the 2015 amendment was whether 
Section 36(2) applied to pending arbitral 
proceedings under Section 34 of the Act. 
This issue was dealt in the case of Board of 
Control for Cricket in India v. Kochi Cricket 
Pvt. Ltd. (2018) 6 SCC 287, wherein the 

Supreme Court held that Amended Section 
36 applies even to pending Section 34 
applications on the date of commencement 
of the Arbitration Amendment Act, 2015. 
Although, the Court specifically opined 
in the BCCI judgment that Section 87 of 
the proposed Arbitration and Conciliation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018 would put all 
the amendments on a back-burner and 
would be contrary to the objective of the 
Amendment Act, 2015, Section 87 was still 
introduced by Amendment Act of 2019. 
Section 87 was subsequently challenged 
in the case of Hindustan Construction 
Company Limited v. Union of India, (2019) 
SCC OnLine SC 1520, the Supreme Court 
struck down the insertion of Section 87 
to Arbitration Act by 2019 Amendment as 
Manifestly Arbitrary.

Another issue which was going on for 
long in the country was Seat v. Venue. The 
Supreme Court has addressed the issue in 
the case of Bgs Sgs Soma Jv vs Nhpc Ltd. 
Civil Appeal No. 9307 of 2019 decided 
on 10.12.2019, and held that designation 
of a seat confers exclusive jurisdiction on 
the Courts of the said seat; and a place of 
arbitration, regardless of its designation as 
a seat, venue or place, is the juridical seat 
of arbitration unless there is an indication to 
the contrary. The Supreme Court observed 
that the judgment in Hardy Exploration and 
Production (India) Civil Appeal no. 4628 of 
2018 decided on 25.09.2018 is incorrect 

as it does not correctly follow the five-judge 
bench decision in BALCO.

A long controversy with regard to unilateral 
appointments has also been put to rest by 
the Supreme Court recently. In the case of 
Perkins Eastman Architects DPC & Anr. V. 
HSCC (India) Ltd Arbitration Application 
No. 32 of 2019 decided on 26.11.2019, the 
Court held that a person who has an interest 
in the outcome or decision of the disputes 
must not have the power to appoint a sole 
arbitrator.

The Amendments of 2015 addressed a large 
number of issues however, certain issues 
were still prevailing in the arbitral process, 
one such issue being lack of institutional 
arbitration culture in the country as most 
of the arbitrations were ad hoc. On 13th 
January, 2017 a High-Level Committee to 
Review the Institutionalisation of Arbitration 
Mechanism in India, headed by Justice B.N. 
Srikrishna, Retired Judge, Supreme Court 
of India, was constituted.

Considering the suggestions of the 
Committee, on 9th August, 2019, the 
Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) 
Act, 2019 was passed and Arbitration 
Council of India (ACI) was introduced. As per 
the Amendment Act of 2019, the main tasks 
of ACI are to promote and encourage ADR 
in the country, grade the arbitral institutions 
and arbitrators in the country, and help in 
boosting the institutional arbitration in the 
country. Under the Arbitration Act, there 
was no provision of second appeal but 
losing party started filing second appeals 
under the Commercial Courts Act which 
created a lot of problems, therefore, by 
virtue of the 2019 Amendment, in Section 
37(1) of the Act, the words “An appeal”, were 
substituted by the words “Notwithstanding 
anything contained in any other law for the 
time being in force, an appeal”. The most 
controversial amendment of 2019 was the 
insertion of 8th schedule which specifies 
that a person shall not be qualified to be an 
arbitrator unless he is an advocate within 
the meaning of the Advocates Act, 1961 
having ten years of practice experience 
as an advocate. The same was criticised 
profusely as there was a confusion that 
whether this applies to foreign arbitrators 
or not. Recently, the Hon’ble Law Minister 
clarified that 8th schedule does not apply 
to international commercial arbitrations.

The 2019 Amendment Act has taken a 
progressive approach and given more 
clarity to the 2015 Amendment Act. 
Interestingly, certain provisions of the 
2019 Amendment Act have not yet been 
notified and we have to see how these 
amendments will be implemented and a lot 
will depend on the functioning of Arbitration 
Council of India. We can only hope that the 
arbitrations in India are conducted as per 
the views expressed by Justice Sabyasachi 
Mukharji in the case of F.C.I. V. Joginderpal 
Mohinderpal (1989) 2 SCC 347, wherein he 
lucidly elucidated that:

Source : https://www.barandbench.com/
columns/history-and-development-of-
arbitration-law-in-india
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The conundrum of a “Political Question”
In at least two of the cases that the Supreme 
Court is likely to decide soon -the challenge 
to the enactment of a legislation repealing 
Articles 370 and Article 35 A, and the 
CAA case - the contours subject to which 
the Constitutional Courts would decide a 
“political question” is bound to loom large.

This article argues that jurisprudence in 
India is yet to properly identify “a political 
question”. It follows as a corollary that 
courts have not defined in adequately clear 
terms the constitutional courts’ limitations 
in dealing with such questions, even though 
the have held that the “political question” is 
a justiciable one.

What is this doctrine of political question? 
Justice KK Mathew, in an article titled ‘The 
Dilemma of the President and justiciability 
of a verdict on impeachment’, throws some 
light on this issue without asserting that 
the definition he offers is an exhaustive 
one. In that article, he proceeds to examine 
the interesting question as to whether the 
President of India could be impeached 
for failing to uphold the Constitution by 
giving assent to an Act which later is held 
to be unconstitutional. And if he were to 
be therefore impeached, whether the 
constitutional courts would have jurisdiction 
to hear a challenge to the impeachment 
proceedings or any decision taken thereon.

In attempting to answer this query he 
responds,

“Perhaps the only difficulty in the way of 
interference by the court is the doctrine of 
political question”.

He also then broadly hints at what this 
doctrine involves:

“this doctrine is an expression of the 
classical idea of separation of powers 
and it means that some determination by 
the legislature or the executive are not 
reviewable in courts even though they raise 
constitutional issues”.

Having stated the doctrine in simple but 
non-exhaustive terms, he adds,

“The status of this doctrine has always 
been in dispute.”

As Justice YV Chandrachud pointed 
somewhat cryptically in the State of 
Rajasthan v. Union of India,

“The political question is an open sesame 
expression that can become a password 
for gaining or preventing admission into 
forbidden fields.”

The notable aspect is that the status of 
the doctrine has lent anxious moments to 
the judiciary not only in India but in several 
other countries governed by a Constitution. 
Let us briefly appreciate a few of them.

Where certain issues are not taken up for 
consideration by courts because the court 
feels that the issue is not justiciable, it is 
held that the case has failed to pass the test 
of “primary justiciability”.

In the United States of America, the 
American Supreme Court in Baker v. Carr 
set the standards for determining primary 
justiciability for political questions, which 
the American courts have applied as a yard 
stick ever since. The American Supreme 
court in that case held that;

“Prominent on the surface of any case 
held to involve a political question is found 
a textually demonstrable constitutional 
commitment of the issue to a coordinate 
political department; or a lack of judicially 
discoverable and manageable standards for 
resolving it; or the impossibility of deciding 
without an initial policy determination of a 
kind clearly for the non-judicial discretion; 
or the impossibility of courts undertaking 
independent resolution without expressing 
lack of respect due coordinate branches 
of the Government; or an unusual need 
for unquestioning adherence to a political 
question already made; or the potentiality 

of embarrassment from much furious 
pronouncements by various departments 
on one question”.

These six yardsticks have since then been 
applied by the American courts to decide 
issues of jurisdiction. For instance, by 
application of this doctrine, the American 
Supreme court has held that constitutional 

amendments are not justiciable as they 
involve a political question.

Likewise, is the application of the 
above yardsticks to various following 
issues: Guarantee of a Republic form 
of government is a political question to 
be resolved by the president and the 
congress (Luther v. Borden); mode of 
amending Federal Constitution is a political 
question (Coleman v. Miller); congressional 
authority to exclude members who have 
met qualifications to serve is not a political 
question (INS v. Chadha); senate authority 
to try impeachments and impeachments 
are political questions (Nixon v. United 
States).

Courts in India would never be able to 
lay down such rigid standards to test 
justiciability of political questions as the 
American Supreme court did in Baker v. Carr. 
For as Seervai in his ‘Constitutional Law of 
India’ observes, “there is no place in our 
Constitution for the doctrine of the political 
question’’, since that doctrine is based on, 
and is a consequence of, a rigid separation 
of powers in the US Constitution.

In England, the position has been different. 
There, the standard for a court to intervene 
shifts from primary justiciability to the test 
of, “the grounds of review sought”. This has 
led to a situation where, as the editors of de 
Smith’s Judicial Review state,

“…judicial review has developed to the point 
where it is possible to say that no power – 
whether statutory or under the prerogative 
– is no longer inherently un reviewable”.

However, having said, that the British 
courts have also excluded certain issues 
from justiciability as involving a political 
question though they do not state them to 
be disqualified on the ground of “primary 
justiciability”.

Speaking for the House of Lords in the 
Council of Civil Service Unions v Minister 
for the Civil Service, Lord Roskill held,

“Prerogative powers such as those relating 
to making of treaties, the defense of the 
realm, the dissolution of parliament and 
the appointment of ministers as well 
as others are not, I think susceptible to 
judicial review because their nature and 
subject matter are such as not amenable 
to the judicial process. The courts are not 
the place wherein to determine whether a 
treaty should be concluded or the armed 
forces disposed in a particular manner or 
parliament dissolved on one date rather 
than another.

This case established that judicial review 
depends on the nature of the government’s 
powers, not their source.

English courts have placed outside the 
general principles of judicial review issues 
such as the decision that there is an “ 
emergency threatening the life of the 
nation (A and others v. Secretary of State 
for Home Department); the substance of a 
medical expert’s judgment (R v. Cambridge 
Health Authority); the decision of a public 
prosecutor to initiate a prosecution (R Vs. 

Director of Public Prosecutions); or issues 
relating to the allocation of scarce resources 
(R v. Secretary of State for Environment).

So in the UK, unlike in the United States of 
America, it is safe to conclude that matters 
do not get excluded by the application 
of the principle of primary justiciability. 
Matters are heard on merits and boundaries 
for the court’s interference are determined, 
and those boundaries are guidelines but 
not unsurmountable walls.

In India, in AK Roy v. Union of India, Shah, J. 
observed that “Constitutional mechanism 
in a democratic polity does not contemplate 
existence of any function which may qua 
the citizens be designated as political and 
orders made in exercise whereof are not 
liable to be tested for their validity before 
the lawfully constituted courts.”

In practice, however, the doctrine of 
political question applies in a number of 
circumstances.

In State of Rajasthan v. Union of India, 
Justice Untwalia conceded a very limited 
power of judicial review where political 
issues were involved and opined that the 
Court should not enter into ‘prohibited 
areas”. Justice Goswami further observed 
that the Court was concerned with legal 
rather than political disputes. Taking a 
similar judicial stance, Justice Fazal Ali 
postulated that:

“The Court does not possess the resources 
which are in the hands of the Government 
to find out the political needs that they seek 
to observe and the feelings or the aspiration 
of the Nation that require a particular action 
to be taken at a particular time.”

Justice Bhagwati held that the Court should 
not enter into a ‘political thicket’ “if it is to 
retain its legitimacy with the people.” He 
also characterized certain decisions as not 
being ‘judicially discoverable.”

A perusal of the observations in the 
Rajasthan case would appear to suggest 
that some of the judges were inclined to 
adopt an approach that denies judicial 
review where the doctrine of “the political 
question” was involved. However, it is 
essential to appreciate certain aspects of 
the Rajasthan case.

As pointed out by the Supreme Court in AK 
Roy,

“The Rajasthan case is often cited as 
an authority for the proposition that the 
courts ought not to enter the “political 
thicket”. It has to be borne in mind that at 
the time when that case was decided, 
Article 356 contained clause (5) which 
was inserted by the 38th Amendment, 
by which the satisfaction of the President 

mentioned in clause (1) was made final 
and conclusive and that satisfaction was 
not open to be questioned in any court on 
any ground. Clause (5) has been deleted 
by the 44th Amendment and, therefore, 
any observations made in the Rajasthan 
case on the basis of that clause cannot any 
longer hold good.”

Venkatachaliah CJ had occasion to 
consider the scope of the doctrine in RC 
Poudyal v. Union of India. The contention 
raised in that case was that the terms and 
conditions of admission of a new territory 
into the Union of India are eminently political 
questions which the court should decline to 
decide for the reason that these questions 
lack adjudicative disposition.

The Court conceded that it was obvious 
that exercise of such powers was guided 
by political issues of considerable 
complexity, many of which may not be 
judicially manageable. It, however, held 
that for that reason, it cannot be held that 
the Article confers on the Parliament an 
unfettered power which was immune from 
judicial scrutiny. The Court held that the 
exercise of such power was restricted by 
the fundamental percepts of the Indian 
Constitution.

In landmark judgment of Minerva Mills 
Ltd. v. Union of India, Justice Bhagwati 
observed that merely because a question 
has a political complexion, that by itself is 
no ground why the court should shrink from 
performing its duty under the Constitution, 
if the issues otherwise raise an issue of 
Constitutional determination.

In SR Bommai v. Union of India, the Supreme 
Court had occasion to deal with the issue 
of the political question doctrine at length. 
The Court held that if a legal question 
is camouflaged by the political thicket 
argument, the the doors of a Constitutional 
court are not closed, nor can they be 
prohibited to enter in the political thicket in 
particular, when the Constitution expressly 
has entrusted the duty to it.

Similarly in BR Kapur v. State of Tamil 
Nadu, the Supreme Court has held that 
it is the duty of the court to interpret the 
Constitution and that it must perform this 
duty regardless of the fact that the answer 
to the question would have a political effect.

The provisions of the Indian Constitution 
explicitly exclude many legislative and 
executive acts from judicial review. 
For instance, powers of judicial review 
of constitutional courts are expressly 
precluded or curtailed by some of the 
Articles of the Constitution. They are Articles 
31-A, 31-B, read with Ninth Schedule, 37,71 
(4),74 (2) 77(2), 103 (2),189(2),122 (1), 
212(1), 262,323-A, 323-B,329, 363, and 
the Tenth schedule.

There is good reason to believe that such 
protection has been afforded because 
many decisions taken under these Articles 
could be termed political decisions and 
determination of legal issues arising under 
them could be termed political questions.

However, even in respect of issues arising 
under these provisions, the Indian judiciary 
has not completely turned down jurisdiction. 
Astonishingly, the precise principles on the 
basis of which the explicit provisions of the 
Constitution have been side stepped are 
difficult to fathom.

Abstract or indeterminate power in the 
hands of the executive or the legislature 
would result in tyranny and totalitarianism. 
In the hands of the judiciary, it can result in 
arbitrariness and discrimination. A situation 
that we hope the judiciary would strive to 
avoid.

Source : https://www.barandbench.
com/columns/litigation-columns/the-
conundrum-of-a-political-question

Courts have not defined in adequately clear terms the constitutional courts’ limitations in dealing with political questions.
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Evaluating Deductive Arguments
Valid vs. Invalid

SECTION ON CRITICAL REASONING

Every argument in the universe needs to 
“pass” two tests; the arguments must 
be logically good and factually good. We 
are speaking loosely at this point, but all 
deductive and inductive arguments must 
meet the same basic pair of demands: it 
must be the case that (a) its premises give 
good reason to believe the conclusion, 
and (b) the premises are actually true. The 
first concern pertains to the relation the 
premises have to the conclusion, and the 
actual truth or falsity of the premises is often 
irrelevant. The second concern pertains 
to the facts of the matter and to whether 
the claims of the premises correspond 
accurately to the world. Figuring out if an 
argument is logically good or not often 
involves a hypothetical thought experiment 
in which you don’t really care if the premises 
are actually true or not. Figuring out if the 
argument is factually good forces you 
to step out of the hypothetical thought 
experiment and rely on your knowledge of 
the real world. We’ll begin by focusing our 
attention on the first concern.

As we have seen, a deductive argument is 
any argument claiming either explicitly or 
implicitly that if the premises all are true, 
then the conclusion must be true. Deductive 
arguments are evaluated as either “valid” 
or “invalid.” A deductive argument is 
valid when it is indeed the case that if the 
premises are true then the conclusion must 
be true, and a deductive argument is invalid 
when it is not the case that if the premises 
are true then the conclusion must be true.

To determine if a deductive argument is 
valid or invalid, ask yourself a question: Is 
it logically impossible for the premises to 
be true and at the same time and from the 
same perspective for the conclusion to be 
false? If “Yes,” then the argument is valid. If 
“No,” then the argument is invalid.

The distinction between valid and invalid 
arguments will become clearer after you’ve 
examined some examples. The following 
deductive arguments are all valid. Notice 
that it is impossible for the premises to be 
true and the conclusion false.

• Every square has four sides. This figure is 
a square. Therefore this figure must have 
four sides.

• Tom is older than Bob and Bob is older 
than Ed. So Tom must be older than Ed.

• Some cats are pets. Thus, it must be that 
some pets are cats.

• Alfredo is Sue’s (biological) father. 
Therefore, Alfredo must be older than Sue, 
because fathers are always older than their 
biological children.

The following deductive arguments are 
invalid. Notice that it is possible for the 
premises to be true and the conclusion 
false.

• Javon is older than Betty. Therefore, Javon 
must be taller than Betty.

• All members of the XYZ club are senior 
citizens. Thus it must be that all senior 
citizens are members of the XYZ club.

• All members of the Hells Angels live in 
California. Joe lives in California. Therefore, 
it is certain that Joe is a member of the Hells 

Angels.

• If the sun is out, then Vu is swimming. Vu 
is swimming. So it must be that the sun is 
out.

Each argument above is deductive 
because the claim in each case is that the 
conclusion must be true if the premises are 
true. However, some are valid deductive 
arguments and some are invalid, because 
some succeed in showing that their 
conclusions must be true if their premises 
are true, and some do not. That is, for the 
invalid arguments, it is logically possible for 
the premises to be true and the conclusion 
to be false. The premises are thus not 
guaranteeing the conclusion.

We have been speaking of “logical 
possibilities.” The word “possibility” can 
mean different things in different contexts. 
In the context of logic, anything counts as 
logically possible as long as it does not 
imply a contradiction. A contradiction is 
a claim that says a statement is both true 
and false at the same time and from the 
same perspective. For instance, “Bob is 
six feet tall, and it is false that Bob is six 
feet tall.” Both statements can’t be true; 
they contradict each other. As long as a 
statement does not contradict itself or imply 
a contradiction, it is logically possible to be 
true, or more loosely, logically possible.

Sometimes in ordinary conversation we 
speak of possibility in a different sense. 
For instance, “It’s impossible for a person 
to swim across the Atlantic Ocean in under 
two minutes.” It’s logically possible for 
such a feat to take place, as it implies no 
contradiction, but it’s physically impossible 

certainly, given the world’s laws of physics 
and the nature of our bodies. The friction 
of such movement through so much water 
would rip the flesh off anyone’s body. 
Logicians speak of logical impossibility, 

though, and are less concerned usually 
with what we can loosely call physical 
impossibility.

The following statements are logically 
possible because although they are 
extremely unlikely they do not contradict 
themselves or imply a contradiction.

• Bob was over 60 years old when he 
entered the Olympic track and field event 
for the USA, yet he won the gold medal in 
the 50-meter sprint.

• A living Tyrannosaurus Rex will destroy 
Bellevue College’s cafeteria in 2015. In 
logic, any statement of the form “P and it is 
not the case that P” (where P is a statement) 
counts as a logical contradiction. Here are 
three examples of logical contradictions:

• Ahmad is a sibling of Jules; however Jules 
is not a sibling of Ahmad.

• Sara now has exactly two coins in her 
right hand, and she now has precisely an 
even number of coins in her right hand.

• Mexico is north of the USA and it is not the 
case Mexico is north of the USA.

In each case above, the statement begins 
saying one thing, and then ends up saying 
that what it said at the beginning is false. 
Yet no statement can be true and false at 
the same time from the same perspective. 
Contradictions thereby are always false.

The notion of logical possibility is important 
in critical thinking, as it’s a key concept in 
assessing the logical success of many 
arguments. Specifically, it’s crucial in 
considering an argument’s validity.

Valid vs. Invalid

Suppose you are looking at a deductive 
argument trying to decide whether it is 
valid or invalid. How do you decide? Again, 
ask yourself a hypothetical question: Is it 
logically impossible for the premises to be 
true and at the same time the conclusion be 
false?

If you answer “Yes”—in other words—if the 
conclusion must be true if the premises are 
true, then the argument is valid. However, if 
your answer is “No” because the conclusion 
might be false even if the premises are true, 
then the argument is invalid. For example, 
suppose the Smiths are a big family living in 
Lynnwood, Washington:

All the Smiths are Catholics.

All Catholics live in Italy.

So, all the Smiths must live in Italy.

Is it impossible the premises could be 
true and the conclusion false? Yes! If the 
premises were true, the conclusion would 
certainly be true. This argument is therefore 
valid. It is logically good. The structure of 
the argument is such that if the premises 
were true (and they are not, but for now 
that’s irrelevant) the conclusion would be 
guaranteed to be true. We see this once 
we agree to do the thought experiment of 
asking about the possibility of the premises 
being true while the conclusion is false. 
Of course, given what we know about the 
Smiths (i.e., that they live in Lynnwood, 
Washington) the second premise is clearly 
false (and maybe the first premise, too), 
so the argument is factually bad, but we’ll 
get to that concern momentarily. For right 
now we are concerned only with the logical 
structure—or “bones”—of the argument. 
We’ll look at issues pertaining to the facts, 
or “truth value,” of the premises in a bit.

More Examples…

The following are additional examples of 
valid arguments:

This apple is red.

Thus, this apple is colored.

I have exactly two coins in my right hand.

Hence, I have an even number of coins in 
my right hand

If it snows, then the roof will be white.

If it rains, then the roof will be wet.

It will either snow or rain.

So, definitely, either the roof will be white or 
it will be wet.

If we go to Texas, then we will go to Dallas.

If we go to Dallas, then we will visit the JFK 
museum.

Therefore, surely if we go to Texas, then we 
will visit the JFK museum.

If the air freezes, then the pond will freeze.

REASONING
CRITICAL
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The air will freeze.

Then the pond will certainly freeze.

Either the box is in Portland or the box is in 
Seattle.

The box is not in Seattle.

Consequently, it must be in Portland.

These are examples of invalid arguments:

This apple is colored.

Thus, this apple is red.

I have an even number of coins in my right 
hand.

Hence, I have exactly two coins in my right 
hand.

Isaac is Susan’s cousin.

Rita is Susan’s cousin.

Therefore, Rita and Isaac are necessarily 
cousins, too.

Every time it rains my car gets wet.

My car is wet.

So, it certainly must be raining.

All cats are mammals.

Dogs are mammals.

So, dogs are guaranteed to be cats.

We need to note that things can get a little 
weird sometimes. Again, a valid argument 
is one for which it is impossible for the 
premises to be true and the conclusion false. 
In evaluating the validity of an argument we’d 
normally just ask if the premises provide 
enough information to absolutely guarantee 
the conclusion. And this approach works for 
nearly every normal deductive argument. 
But what about the following arguments?

#1 Frank Sinatra was a singer.

Thus, Frank Sinatra was a singer.

#2 Two plus two equals five.

Thus, Bo Diddley is currently the U.S. 
president.

#3 Two plus two equals five.

Thus, Frank Sinatra was a singer.

#4 The Beatles were from England.

Thus, one plus one equals two.

#5 The Beatles were from Peru.

Thus, one plus one equals two.

Weird arguments, yes? The first seems 
nearly useless (and it is), but it’s both valid 
and sound. It’s valid because it’s impossible 
for the premise to be true (and it is) and at 
the same time from the same perspective 
the conclusion be false. But what about 
the other four arguments? The premises 
don’t seem to have anything to do with the 
conclusions. Still, they are all valid because 
in each case it’s impossible for the premise 
to be true and the conclusion false. In #2 and 
3, the premise of each is mathematically 
certain; the claim is necessarily true…it’s 
impossible to be false. And with #4 and 5, 
each conclusion is necessarily true. So, for 
#2-5, each argument either has a premise 
that can’t possibly be true or a conclusion 
that can’t possibly be false, so none of them 
are such that it is possible for the premises 
to be true and the conclusion false.

This may seem counter-intuitive until the 
definition of validity sinks in, but keep in mind 
that we are only talking about the logical 
structure of arguments right now. Argument 
#1 may be trivial, since the premise more 
or less just proves itself. Arguments #2, 
3, and 5 have false premises, so those 

arguments will be rejected due to their 
factual problems. Argument #4 is actually 
okay, although seemingly strange. It’s just 
that the conclusion is necessarily true, so 
we can appeal to anything—or nothing—
to see that it’s true. We’ll look at necessary 
truths (e.g., tautologies) in more detail later 
in the course.

Valid ≠ True

Invalid ≠ False

It is time to fine-tune our use of English. 
When we call an argument valid we are not 
saying that the argument is “true.” First of 
all, as our terms have been defined, there is 
no such thing as a “true argument.” There 
are true premises, true conclusions (as well 
as false ones, of course), but there is no such 
thing as a “true argument.” Only statements 
can be true or false. To talk about a “true 
argument” would be like referring to a “red 
idea.” You can have an idea of redness, but 
ideas themselves are not colored. It’s what 
philosophers call a “category mistake.” 
Secondly, in logic, the word “valid” does 
not mean true. More specifically, to call 
an argument valid is not to say that the 
premises are true, and it is also not to say 
that the conclusion is true. An argument 
may have false premises and still be valid. 
It is not required that an argument have true 
premises in order to be valid. For instance, 
here is a valid argument with false premises 
and a false conclusion:

All dogs are birds.

All birds are fish.

Hence, all dogs are fish.

Furthermore, an argument may have true 
premises and even a true conclusion and 
yet be invalid! It is not required that an 
argument have false premises in order to be 
invalid. For instance:

All poodles are dogs.

All poodles are mammals.

It follows that all dogs are mammals.

This argument is invalid because if the 
premises were true then the conclusion 
would still not be guaranteed to be true. The 
premises do not supply enough information 
for us to be sure of the conclusion, even 
though we happen to know that the 
conclusion is actually true. For all the 
premises tell us, there might be some dogs 
that are not mammals.

So keep the following points in mind:

• In some cases an argument is valid yet it 
has false premises and a false conclusion.

• In some cases an argument is invalid 
even though it has true premises and a true 
conclusion.

In a valid argument, the premises are related 
to the conclusion in such a way that if the 
premises were true, then the conclusion 
would have to be true as well. Validity is 
thus a hypothetical relationship between 
two things. Even if the premises and 
conclusion are all false, they can still be 
related hypothetically in such a way that if 
the premises were to be true, the conclusion 
would have to be true.

Let’s apply this to one more example. 
Consider the following deductive argument:

All cats are fish.

All fish are purple.

Therefore, it must be that all cats are purple.

Notice that each premise is clearly false; 
and the conclusion is false as well. But: If the 
premises were to be true (hypothetically), 
then the conclusion would have to be true. 
The conclusion would be guaranteed. If the 

premises were to be true (hypothetically), 
then the conclusion would have to be true. 
The conclusion would be certain. Therefore, 
the argument is valid, even though it has 
false premises and a false conclusion.

Practice Problems: Valid and Invalid 
Arguments

For each of the following deductive 
arguments, determine whether it is valid or 
invalid.

1. Some dogs are mammals. Some dogs are 
poodles. Thus, some mammals are poodles.

2. Either the former U.S. president George 
W. Bush was not a professional baseball 
player or he was not a famous rock singer. 
But he was a famous rock singer. Thus, 
George W. Bush was not a professional 
baseball player.

3. The word ‘wet’ has three letters in it. 
Thus, the word ‘wet’ has an odd number of 
letters in it.

4. If Mahatma Gandhi was a woman, 
then Mahatma Gandhi was a female. 
But Mahatma Gandhi was not a woman. 
Therefore, Mahatma Gandhi was not a 
female.

5. Nine is greater than four, and four is 
greater than six. Thus, nine is greater than 
four.

6. René Descartes is now the U.S. President. 
Thus, René Descartes is now the U.S. 
President.

7. All cats are tigers. No tigers are fish. Thus, 
no cats are fish.

8. Snow-covered landscapes are chilly. 
Hence, snow-covered landscapes are cold.

9. This geometric figure is a square. 
Therefore, this geometric figure has three 
sides.

10. If Bertrand Russell wrote a book on 
advanced logic, then he was a logician. 
Bertrand Russell did indeed write a book 
on advanced logic. And either he was not 
a logician or he was a ballet star. Thus, 
Bertrand Russell was a ballet star.

11. Five is greater than two. Two is greater 
than ten. Thus, five is greater than ten.

12. Elephants fly. Elephants are animals. 
Thus, some animals fly.

13. Elias is a gzworg. Thus, Elias is a gzworg.

14. If Malcolm X was a National Hockey 
League star, then Malcolm X was a 
professional athlete. Malcolm X was not a 
professional athlete. Thus, Malcolm X was 
not a National Hockey League star.

15. Some dogs are German shepherds. Thus, 
some dogs are not German shepherds.

16. June is a tyyrewkj. Thus, it is false that 
June is a tyyrewkj.

17. Senator Garcia is a bachelor. Thus, 
Senator Garcia is an unmarried adult male.

18. No dogs are cats. No cats are elephants. 
Thus, no dogs are elephants.

19. Most people in our country believe that 
murder is morally wrong. Thus, it is certain 
that murder in our country is morally wrong.

20. If we were meant to be nude, we’d all 
be born that way. We were indeed all born 
nude. Thus, we were meant to be nude.

21. Squares have three sides. Thus, apples 
are fruit.

22. Squares have four sides. It follows that 
apples are not fruit.

23. Squares have three sides. Hence, two 
plus two equals four.

24. Squares have four sides. Therefore, two 
plus two equals six.

25. Some apples are red. We can conclude 
that two plus two equals four.

26. Squares have ten sides. Thus, squares 
have ten sides.

27. The majority of the people in our culture 
believe that white people should get 
preferential treatment. Thus white people in 
our culture should get preferential treatment.

28. Our moral beliefs are largely produced 
by the upbringing we had in our culture. 
Thus there is nothing objectively true or 
false about our moral beliefs.

29. People disagree about what’s morally or 
right and wrong. Thus there is no objective 
basis from which to determine whether and 
action is morally right or wrong.

30. No one has yet proved that there is an 
objective basis for determining whether 
an action is morally right or wrong. Thus, 
there is no objective basis for determining 
whether an action is morally right or wrong.

31. All the arguments for the moral theory 
known as Cultural Relativism are logically 
bad. Thus, we can be certain that the moral 
theory known as Cultural Relativism is false.

32. The morality of a culture is determined 
solely by its social norms. The norms of the 
USA are at present at least partially racist. 
Thus it is morally obligatory for the people 
of the USA to be at least partially racist.

33. The moral obligation of a culture is 
determined solely by its social norms. 
Anyone who fights against social norms 
is going against what’s morally obligatory. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against social 
norms in Birmingham, Alabama in the early 
1960s. Thus we should say today thatMartin 
Luther King, Jr. was morally wrong then to 
do so.

34. If social norms determine what is 
morally obligatory for a culture (and all 
cultures obviously follow their norms), then 
what is morally obligatory for a culture can 
be discovered merely by determining its 
norms. The norms of our culture at present 
are anti-gay. Thus we should be antigay.

35. Our cultural norms determine what is 
morally obligatory for us. But every culture 
at any time is (obviously) acting according 
to its norms. Thus at any given time, a 
culture is morally perfect in every respect 
and cannot improve morally. Thus the USA 
is at present morally perfect regarding race 
relations, and cannot improve morally in that 
matter.

Answers:

1. Invalid 14. Valid 27. Invalid

2. Valid 15. Invalid 28. Invalid

3. Valid 16. Invalid 29. Invalid

4. Invalid 17. Valid 30. Invalid

5. Valid 18. Invalid 31. Invalid

6. Valid 19. Invalid 32. Valid

7. Valid 20. Invalid  33. Valid

8. Valid 21. Valid 34. Valid

9. Invalid 22. Invalid 35. Valid

10. Valid 23. Valid

11. Valid 24. Invalid

12. Valid 25. Valid

13. Valid 26. Valid
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Section on Quantitative Techniques
1. For two articles, if price:

2. If the side of a square or radius of a circle is x% increase/decrease, then its area increase/
decrease = 

3. If the side of a square, x% increase/decrease then x% its perimeter and diagonal increase/
decrease.

4. (i). If population P increase/decrease at r% rate, then after t years population = P 

(ii). If population P increase/decrease r1% first year, r2% increase/decrease second year and 
r3%  increase/decrease third year, then after 3 years population = P 

If increase we use (+), if decrease we use (–)

5. If a man spend x% of this income on food, y% of remaining on rent and z% of remaining on 

cloths. If he has ₹ P remaining, then total income of man is = 

[Note: We can use this table for area increase/decrease in mensuration for rectangle, 
triangle and parallelogram].

6. If CP of x things = SP of y things, then then P/L = 

7. If CP of two articles are same, and they sold at

8. If SP of two articles are same and they sold at

9. After D% discount, requires P% profit, then total increase in C.P.= 

10. M.P. = C.P. 

11. Profit % = 

12. (i).  For discount r1 %  and r2 %  successive discount = 

13. (ii). For discount r1 %, r2 % and r3 % successive discount = 
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Section on Reading Comprehension

in the first place not to mention equally similarly
not only ... but also to say nothing of identically uniquely
as a matter of fact equally important comparatively like

in like manner by the same token correspondingly likewise
in addition again furthermore of course

coupled with to additionally, too
in the same fashion / way and together with as

first, second, third also as well as
in the light of then moreover

in the event that with this intention seeing / being that since
granted (that) in the hope that in view of while

with this in mind provided that If inasmuch as
for the purpose of to the end that ... then due to

on (the) condition (that) for fear that unless lest
as / so long as in order to whenever because of

when in case so that so as to
while only / even if given that owing to

in other words to put it differently for one thing as an illustration
in this case for this reason, important to realize that is to say

on the negative side with attention to by all means including
notably another key point to be sure particularly

point often overlooked first thing to remember most compelling evidence to put it another way
must be remembered on the positive side with this in mind to point out

in particular significantly especially to demonstrate
for instance, to emphasize surprisingly to enumerate
specifically, for example, markedly frequently
to explain namely in general expressly
explicitly certainly such as like
to repeat indeed chiefly in detail

in fact, surely to clarify truly

as a result, under those circumstances for this reason, consequently
accordingly, in that case because the henceforth

therefore thereupon thus forthwith
in effect then hence for

generally speaking, all things considered in the final analysis given these points
as can be seen as has been noted for the most part in the long run
in conclusion as shown above in summary on the whole

in a word after all, by and large to summarize
to sum up in short in fact, in brief
in essence on balance altogether in either case
Definitely overall ordinarily usually

in any event all in all, Obviously Ultimately

Agreement / Addition / Similarity
The transition words like also, in addition, and, likewise, add information, reinforce ideas, and express agreement with preceding material.

Opposition / Limitation / Contradiction
Transition phrases like but, rather and or, express that there is evidence to the contrary or point out alternatives, and thus introduce a change the line of reasoning (contrast).

Examples / Support / Emphasis
These transitional devices (like especially) are used to introduce examples assupport, to indicate importance or as an illustration so that an idea is cued to the reader.

Effect / Consequence / Result
Some of these transition words (thus, then, accordingly, consequently, therefore, henceforth) are time words that are used to show that after a particular time there was a 

consequence or an effect.
Note that for and because are placed before the cause/reason. The other devices are placed before the consequences or effects.

Conclusion / Summary / Restatement
These transition words and phrases conclude, summarize and / or restate ideas, or indicate a final general statement. Also some words (like therefore) from the Effect / 

Consequence category can be used to summarize.

Transitional words have their 
own significance without which 
cohesion in reading and writing 
can be obstacled. 

A transition is a word or phrase that 

shows the relationship between 
paragraphs or sections of a text or 
speech. Transitions provide greater 
cohesion by making it more explicit 
or signaling how ideas relate to one 
another. Transitions are “bridges” 

that “carry a reader from section to 
section.”

It’s really important to get 
acquainted with these words in 
order to have better understanding 

of RC passages. These words 
can suggest you hints for reading 
comprehension. Let’s have a quick 
glance of the left given below

at the present time at the same time in the meantime, to begin with
from time to time in due time in a moment without delay

sooner or later in the first place all of a sudden straightaway
up to the present time first, second at this instant henceforth

as soon as as long as immediately quickly
finally formerly about after
later suddenly by the time whenever
last until till eventually

Time / Chronology / Sequence
These transitional words (like finally) have the function of limiting, restricting, and defining time. They can be used either alone or as part of adverbial expressions.
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in the middle in the background in the foreground in the distance
to the left/right in the center of here and there on this side

in front of adjacent to opposite to here
there from next where
over further alongside beside

beyond wherever under nearby
between around before among

below down beneath Above/up
amid behind near across

Space / Location / Place
These transition words are often used as part of adverbial expressions and have the function to restrict, limit or qualify space. Quite a few of these are also found in the Time 

category and can be used to describe spatial order or spatial reference.

Many transition words in the time category (consequently; first, second, third; further; hence; henceforth; since; then, when; and whenever) have other uses.
Except for the numbers (first, second, third) and further they add a meaning of timein expressing conditions, qualifications, or reasons. The numbers are also used to add 

information or list examples. Further is also used to indicate added space as well as added time.

meanwhile whenever shortly forthwith
since next during occasionally

before prior to further until now
then hence since when
once instantly in time now that

presently now

Answer Key :
Across
2.  supplying a price for a job (tender)
4.  when one person deliberately misleads a second person (deceit)

(reprieve)
11. doing something that harms other people's rights or causes annoyance    
  (nuisance)
13. before. (This is a Latin word.) (ante)

  agreement. (proviso)

15. threatening or pressurising someone to do something (duress)
16. an agreement not to take action to recover a debt for an agreed period of time  
  (moratorium)
17. authority to deal with a dead person's estate (probate)
18. Knowhow the expertise in an organisation which may be protected by a    
  patent (knowhow)
19. the collective term for barristers (bar)
Down
1.  a person who buys something. (vendee)
3.  a false statement made in writing or in some other permanent record (such as  

(libel)

  someone else (trust)
6.  a person or organisation granted a lease. (tenant)

9.  a decision taken by the members of a company in a meeting (resolution)

  (indict)
12. a contract or legally binding promise (covenant)
17. to declare to the court whether you are guilty or not guilty. (plead)

Across
2. supplying a price for a job
4. when one person deliberately 
misleads a second person
8. a judge suspending or cancelling 

11. doing something that harms other 
people's rights or causes annoyance
13. before. (This is a Latin word.)
14. a clause in a legal document which 

agreement. 15. threatening or 
pressurising someone to do something
16. an agreement not to take action to 
recover a debt for an agreed period of 
time 17. authority to deal with a dead 
person's estate
18. Knowhow the expertise in an 
organisation which may be protected 
by a patent
19. the collective term for barristers

Down
1. a person who buys something.
3. a false statement made in writing or 
in some other permanent record (such 

property is held by named people for 
someone else
6. a person or organisation granted a 

carries out the court's orders
9. a decision taken by the members of a 
company in a meeting

accuse someone of committing an 

12. a contract or legally binding 
promise
17. to declare to the court whether you 
are guilty or not guilty.
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