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Election Fever on the Ground
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Kerala Campaign (BJP Focus)

 PM Modi rallies in Palakkad.

e Labels LDF and UDF the 'B-teams' of Kerala.

e Declares the BJP-led NDA as the real 'A-
team..

Accuses the LDF of plunging the state into a
massive ¥5 Lakh Crore debt.
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e CM M.K. Stalin releases the DMK's 'superstar
manifesto for the upcoming state elections.

» Focuses heavily on welfare and women-led
development.

-

Promises an ¥8,000 coupon for ‘non-income
tax paying' homemakers to purchase
household appliances.
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The MGNREGS Implementation

\ Step1:New
| Policy

-"lll-...
/

-
%
%
%
L
%
b
1
.'\.
%
L
LY
W
%
L1
b
Y
%

The Centre introduces the
VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 to
replace the old rural
employment framework.
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Step 2:
—j,é ., .
y. fﬁ Transition Halt

Step 3: A
Ground Reality

District officials are caught
In limbo—directed not to
start new work under the
old scheme, while the new
scheme isn't fully
operational.

Massive livelihood
disruptions. In Muzaffarpur,
Bihar, 12,000 workers have
been left without work or
pay for 3-4 months,
leading to 87 days of
ongoing protests.
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India’s Stance on the

West Asia Crisis

Highlights from PM Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address:

* The Situation: Acknowledges the 'challenging times’ in West Asia and
warns of an emerging global crisis regarding petrol and diesel.

e The Diaspora: Expresses deep gratitude to Gulf nations for providing
assistance and protection to over 1 Crore (10 million) Indians living in the
region.

 The Warning: Urges citizens not to politicize the conflict and cautions
against believing rumors.
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The US-Iran-Pakistan
Diplomatic Triangle Stepping up as an unlikely mediator.

a Hosting talks between US and Iran “in
Pakistan the coming days.”

Recently hosted Foreign Ministers

Parliament Speaker Ghalibaf from Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and Egypt.
warns the US against a ground
invasion, stating forces are ‘waiting

to set them on fire.

Mediating Mediating
Eases Strait of Hormuz
restrictions for 20 Pakistani ships.

. Relying on indirect
United communication channels
_ _ tat while deploying additional
Warning / Deploying States troops to the region.
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Global Security Flashpoints

Region

Israel / Lebanon

North Korea

Nepal

The Event

PM Netanyahu orders IDF to
'further expand' the northern
security buffer zone.

Kim Jong-un oversees testing of
an upgraded solid-fuel missile
engine.

Ex-PM K.P. Sharma Oli remanded
in custody for 10 days.

Global Impact

Aimed at neutralizing Hezbollah
anti-tank fire; Israeli strikes have
hit ambulances, accusing militants
of using them as cover.

Significantly boosts ICBM
(Intercontinental Ballistic Missile)
agility and capability of reaching
the US mainland.

Arrested in a money laundering
probe connected to the recent
'‘Gen Z protests' involving burnt
banknotes.
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Governance & Financial Watch

Crypto Crackdown
(Security)

Railway Discipline
(Efficiency)

Insight:

A new FATF report praises
India’s Financial Intelligence
Unit.

Insight:

Indian Railways is enforcing
strict budget discipline to
curb unauthorized project
expenditures.

Action:

Leveraging Suspicious Activity
Reports (STRs) to crack down on
offshore Virtual Asset Service
Providers (0VASPs) linked to
money laundering and ‘scam
compounds’.

Action:

The Railway Board orders General
Managers to stop unsanctioned
spending.

Recorded massive net savings of
%27,193 crore last fiscal year
through tighter controls.
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Science Spotlight: What is exRNA?

The Concept

Extracellular RNA (exRNA) refers to RNA
strands that exist outside of human cells,
floating freely in bodily fluids.

The Impact

It is revolutionizing modern diagnostics.
Doctors can now detect complex conditions
like cancer or heart disease simply by

identifying specific RNA patterns in a basic
blood or fluid test.




The Daily Dashboard: News in Numbers

17

Deaths caused by extreme floods and landslides
in Afghanistan over 24 hours.

17

Maoists who have surrendered to Odisha Police
since January 2025.
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50 Lakh

Artificial water harvesting structures created in India
under the Jal Sanchay Abhiyan over the last 11 years.

100

Stolen or lost mobile phones recently traced and
recovered by the Delhi Police Crime Branch.
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Quick Sports Updates

IPL Highlights

RCB builds momentum with strong performances from Virat Kohli
and Devdutt Padikkal. Meanwhile, PBKS veteran Harpreet remains
focused on his role as a ‘match-winner’ despite shifting spotlights.

Boxing Comeback?

43-year-old Olympic bronze medallist Mary Kom is considering a
pivot to professional boxing, having passed the ageeligibility limit for
the amateur circuit.




Connecting the Dots
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Domestic Policy = Election Calculus

From ¥8,000 appliance coupons in Tamil Nadu to the halted MGNREGS funds
in Bihar, current policy rollouts and delays are deeply tied to the narrative of
the upcoming state elections.

Geopolitics = Shifting Mediators

The traditional world order is shifting, evidenced by Pakistan stepping up as
a key mediator for US-Iran talks amidst expanding military buffer zones in
the Middle East.

Regulation Races Technology

Whether it's the FATF cracking down on offshore crypto-laundering or
medical science utilizing exRNA for rapid diagnostics, policy and medicine
are racing to harness new technological frontiers.



