


Established by UN in 2007, (first observed 2009).

The day highlights efforts to address poverty, exclusion, and
inequality while promoting fair labour, gender equity, and
access to resources globally.

Theme 2026: “Renewed Commitment to Social Development
and Social Justice.”

Tackle poverty, unemployment, and exclusion through
solidarity and equal opportunities.

Promote decent work, social protection, and human rights for
all.

India aligns via Constitution (Articles 14-16 on equality) and
schemes like PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana.
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The Election Commission of India’s Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) is a door-to-door enumeration exercise to completely
rebuild and update voter lists in a state when the existing rolls
are deemed outdated or erroneous.

Purpose:

What is SIR?

✓ Ensure no eligible citizen is left out.

✓ Ensure no ineligible person remains on the rolls.
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Why SIR?

✓ Rapid urbanization

✓ Migration

✓ Young citizen becoming eligible to vote

✓ Non-reporting of deaths

✓ Issue of foreign illegal immigrants
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Legal and Constitutional Framework

✓ ECI’s Mandate under Article 324 of the Constitution to
conduct “free and fair elections,” including updating electoral
rolls.

✓ SIR vs. Routine Revision: Unlike routine annual roll updates,
SIR entails complete re-enumeration without reference to
earlier lists.

✓ Judicial Oversight: The Supreme Court on 28 July 2025
refused to stay SIR but directed ECI to accept Aadhaar, EPIC,
and ration cards as proof, underscoring the right to vote as a
constitutional guarantee
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SIR in 22 States and U.T.s expected from April: EC
Election Commission directs 22 remaining States/UTs (Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli/Daman & Diu, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, J&K, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Ladakh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Delhi, Odisha, Punjab,
Sikkim, Tripura, Telangana, Uttarakhand) to prepare for Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
voter lists starting April 2026.

In Assam Special revision instead of SIR due to NRC legal issues.

Phase 1: Bihar first (pre-2025 election)

Phase 2 (Oct 27, 2025) ongoing in 12 States/UTs (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Gujarat, UP,
Puducherry, A&N Islands, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Lakshadweep, MP, Rajasthan) with extensions (UP
longest).
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SIR in 22 States and U.T.s expected from April: EC

EC has directed state authorities to map current voters to 2002-2004 rolls; train Booth Level
Officers (BLOs, mostly teachers) immediately.

SIR timing aligns with Census 2027 house-listing from April 1 (30 lakh enumerators, also
teachers); EC coordinating with Registrar-General for staggered use of staff.
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By Pankaj Ajeete



'सर्वजन हिताय, सर्वजन सुखाय'



✓ The India AI Impact Summit 2026 is a major global event hosted by India,
focusing on AI's role in development, ethics, and innovation.

✓ Scheduled for February 16-20, 2026, at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi, it
marks the first such summit in the Global South.

✓ India organizes this summit under the IndiaAI Mission, aligning with PM
Modi's vision of tech for public good.

✓ It gathers leaders, policymakers, innovators, and experts from 30+
countries to discuss AI in sectors like healthcare, education, agriculture,
and governance.





The Seven Chakras
Seven Chakras represent focused domains of international collaboration that translate the broader
principles of People, Planet, and Progress into concrete areas of action:

✓ Human Capital

✓ Inclusion for Social Empowerment

✓ Safe and Trusted AI

✓ Resilience, Innovation, and Efficiency

✓ Science

✓ Democratizing AI Resources

✓ AI for Economic Growth and Social Good



Before this

✓ Bletchley Park AI Safety Summit (2023, UK): First global AI summit
addressing catastrophic risks; led to AI Safety Institutes and Bletchley
Declaration signed by 28 countries including India.

✓ AI Seoul Summit (2024, South Korea): Continued focus on AI safety and
governance.

✓ AI Action Summit (2025, Paris, France): Co-chaired by France and India;
shifted to action, ethics, human rights, environment, and work impacts.

After this…

✓ The Artificial Intelligence (AI) Impact Summit in 2027 will be held in Geneva,
Switzerland’s President Guy Parmelin confirmed.
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India sees future, not fear, in AI, says Prime Minister
PM Narendra Modi declared India embraces AI as its future, not fearing it, speaking at AI
Impact Summit plenary.

India developing semiconductors, chips, quantum computing, secure data centers, IT
backbone, startups with clear AI/electronics policies.

Urged moving AI from machine-focused to human-sensitive, democratized for Global South
inclusion/empowerment.

AI as civilization's turning point, like rare epochs reshaping progress—its full impact often unseen
during transition.

Tech Showcase: Speech livestreamed in 7 Indian languages + English via AI (first time);
previous real-time translation at Kashi Tamil Sangamam used BHASHINI.
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India sees future, not fear, in AI, says Prime Minister

Moral/Ethical AI

Accountable governance

National data sovereignty

Accessible/Inclusive tools

Valid/Legitimate uses
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India sees future, not fear, in AI, says Prime Minister
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✓ Thousands of pages from two US probes, including flight logs,
emails, recordings, and photos of Epstein's network.

What are Epstein Files?

✓ First release (Dec 19, 2025): Hundreds of thousands of docs; new
Clinton photos and celeb pics, but heavily blacked out; survivors and
lawmakers (both parties) slammed it.

✓ Second release: Added 30K pages; notes Trump flew on Epstein's jet
in 1990s (no crime alleged).

✓ Final big drop (Jan 30, 2026): 3 million more pages by DOJ—called
the "last major batch.“
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Epstein Files Transparency Act

✓Epstein Files Transparency Act: Passed House 427-1 on Nov 18,
2025; Senate approved; Trump signed—forced DOJ to release files.

✓The Epstein Files Transparency Act mandated the full public
release of DOJ-held documents on Jeffrey Epstein's crimes.
Passed with overwhelming bipartisan support in late 2025, it aimed
to expose elite connections amid public outcry.
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Jeffrey Epstein was a US financier and convicted
sex offender who used his vast wealth and high-
profile social connections to orchestrate a decade-
long sex trafficking ring involving dozens of
underage girls.

Who was Epstein ?

Epstein was convicted in 2008 of sex offences but
avoided federal charges, which could have seen him
face life in prison – by doing a deal with prosecutors.

Instead, he received an 18-month prison sentence, which allowed him to go on
“work release” to his office for 12 hours a day, six days a week. He was
released after 13 months.
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In 2019, he was arrested again on charges
including the sex trafficking of minors. But he died
by suicide in a Manhattan jail cell in 2019 before
his trial could commence.

Who was Epstein ?

Now more has been revealed about the disgraced
financier’s sexual abuse of young girls and his
interactions with wealthy and powerful figures
from the world.
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Who is Maxwell ?

Ghislaine Maxwell, was a socialite who met Epstein in
the early 1990s and became his romantic partner and
close aide.

She managed his households across New York,
Florida, New Mexico, and his private island, using her
elite connections to lure victims.

She was involved in actively recruiting and grooming underage girls, some as young as 14.

Has been sentenced for 20 years in prison.



Where was Epstein’s private islands?

✓Little Saint James (1998): Bought by Epstein for $8M in US Virgin Islands; ultra-
isolated (boat/helicopter access only); main home and trafficking hub. It was
central site as per files—blueprints, photos, logbooks, boat trip records released.

✓Great Saint James (2016): Epstein bought neighboring larger island to expand
holdings.
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A UK police force has arrested Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor
on suspicion of misconduct in public office.

The Thames Valley Police was “assessing” reports that the
former Prince Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor sent trade reports
to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein in 2010.

He has allegedly passed on confidential official documents to
Epstein, when he served as an unpaid trade envoy for the U.K.
between 2001 and 2011.

For the royals, as fresh revelations around his links with Epstein emerged, Mountbatten-Windsor was
stripped of his titles in October 2025 and asked to leave the Royal Lodge, his official residence in
Windsor.
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Britain’s former Duke Andrew arrested over connections with Epstein
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Peter Mandelson: Fired as UK Ambassador to the U.S. and later resigned from the Labour
Party and House of Lords over his self-described "best pal" relationship.

Thorbjørn Jagland: Former Prime Minister of Norway, charged with "aggravated corruption" on
February 12, 2026, regarding gifts, loans, and travel received in connection with his official
positions.

Mona Juul & Terje Rød-Larsen: The former Norwegian ambassador and her husband are under
investigation for aggravated corruption after being named as beneficiaries in a will Epstein
signed just before his death.

1

Britain’s former Duke Andrew arrested over connections with Epstein
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SC slams unchecked freebies, questions ‘appeasement’
SC rebuked States for indiscriminate freebies (scooties, clothes, food) before
elections, calling it "appeasement" without fiscal responsibility or targeting the
needy.
Even revenue-surplus States should prioritize infrastructure over largesse
(roads, hospitals, schools); affluent get benefits first, not poor deserving
children/education.
TNPDCL filed petition challenging Rule 23, Electricity (Amendment) Act 2024—
which causes ₹50,000 crore annual revenue gap, forces tariff hikes on
consumers.
Why no mechanism to aid only have-nots? Why not make affluent pay market
power rates for profit, easing public exchequer burden?
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SC slams unchecked freebies, questions ‘appeasement’

Key Provisions Details

Gap Limit Tariff revenue gap ≤ 3% of ARR (except natural calamities).

Liquidation Any gap + carrying costs repaid in max 3 equal yearly instalments; existing regulatory assets in 7 
instalments.

Impact Forces discoms (like TNPDCL) to raise tariffs if subsidized; prevents endless losses (~₹50,000 cr/year 
gap claimed).

TNPDCL Challenge: Violates Electricity Act by overriding State Electricity Regulatory
Commissions' (SERCs) tariff-setting powers under Sections 61-63; retrospective effect
illegal. SC hearing ongoing.

Rule 23, Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2024

Purpose: Ensures power tariffs are cost-reflective—revenue from tariffs must nearly match 
approved costs (Annual Revenue Requirement or ARR).​
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Privacy and transparency: On the RTI Act amendment, petitions
SC has referred a series of petitions challenging to the 2023 change in Section 8(1)(j) of the
RTI Act (done via Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act) to a Constitution Bench, calling it a
constitutionally sensitive issue.

Earlier, Section 8(1)(j) allowed denial of personal information only if it had no link to public
activity/interest or caused an unwarranted invasion of privacy, and even then could be
disclosed if there was a larger public interest (“public interest override”).

The DPDP amendment removes this public interest override and now bars disclosure
of any personal information, creating an almost blanket ban.

Because of this, RTI requests about officials, contracts, procurement, audits or public
spending could be rejected by labelling them as involving “personal information”.
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Privacy and transparency: On the RTI Act amendment, petitions
There is a “legitimate uses paradox”: the DPDP Act lets the state process citizens’ personal
data without consent in many situations, but the RTI amendment stops citizens from accessing
information about the state using similar principles.

This makes government monitoring of citizens easier, while making it harder for citizens to
scrutinise the government, weakening democratic accountability.

The change also creates a “chilling effect” on the press: journalists collecting data for
investigations may be treated as “data fiduciaries” and face huge penalties (up to ₹250 crore) for
non-compliance with DPDP rules.

This risk could push journalism towards only carrying official press releases, since independent
investigative work becomes legally dangerous.

The law gives exemptions to startups but not to journalism, unlike the EU’s GDPR, which
explicitly balances privacy, transparency and media freedoms.



8

Privacy and transparency: On the RTI Act amendment, petitions

The Constitution Bench should rely on the 2019 Supreme Court ruling (Central
Public Information Officer case), which said personal information can be
disclosed when larger public interest demands it, and that protecting RTI is vital
to keep reducing information gaps between state and citizens and to keep the
government responsive.



8



8

Flight overreach
IATA (International Air Transport Association) reports unruly passenger behavior hit 1 per
480 flights globally in 2023 (up from 1/568 in 2022); India seeing more cases like emergency
exit tampering, alcohol abuse, crew fights.

DGCA proposed to amend rules, which allowed airlines to directly ban disruptive passengers up
to 30 days—no need for independent committee (currently a retired judge heads it, decides in
45 days).

6 new unruly acts—smoking onboard, alcohol on domestic flights, tampering exits/life gear,
protests/sloganeering, intoxication-fueled chaos.

Airlines track from check-in, focus on flights for safety; empowers crew to act fast vs. old
security-focused process.
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Privacy and transparency: On the RTI Act amendment, petitions

May lead to airline high-handedness; IndiGo pilot row shows revenue bias; could punish legit
anger over delays/unfairness.

Distinguish ground vs. flight disruptions; allow appeals to balance power, prevent grievance
deflection while prioritizing safety.


